
Page 4  Thursday, January 27, 2005 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

ABCDICTIONOPQRSTDECEPTIONUVWXYZ

TM

DDDD
Diction Deception

Fred K. Lecomte
MARKETING  DIRECTOR

Michael L. Bartiromo
 MARKETING PRODUCTION

Robert P. Connelly
OPERATIONS & LEGALS

Ben Corbin
SERVICES

The Westfield Leader

Member of:
 New Jersey Press Association

National Newspaper Association
Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce

Periodicals – Postage Paid at Westfield, New Jersey

The Official Newspaper of the Town of Westfield
Legal Newspaper for Union County, New Jersey

Official Newspaper of the Borough of Fanwood
and the Township of Scotch Plains

POSTMASTER:  Send address changes to the offices of the newspapers at
         P. O. Box 250, Westfield, New Jersey 07091

P.O. Box 250 • 251 North Avenue, West
Westfield, N.J. 07091

P. O. Box 368
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076

Horace R. Corbin
PUBLISHER

David B. Corbin
ASSISTANT PUBLISHER & SPORTS

Karen M. Hinds
OFFICE MANAGER

Published every Thursday by Watchung Communications, Inc.

Tele: (908) 232-4407 • E-mail: editor@goleader.com • Web: www.goleader.com • Fax: (908) 232-0473

One-year – $28 • Two-year – $52 • Three-year – $76 • One-year college (September to May) – $20
SUBSCRIPTION PRICE

— Established 1890 —

Scotch Plains – Fanwood

Member of:
New Jersey Press Association • National Newspaper Association

Scotch Plains Business & Professional Association
Fanwood Business & Professional Association

Periodicals – Postage Paid at Scotch Plains, New Jersey

Paul Peyton
ASSIGNMENT EDITOR

Suzette F. Stalker
COMMUNITY

Michelle Le Poidevin
EDUCATION & ARTS

TIMES
The

— Established 1959—

Reader Says He
Was Misquoted

I was astonished and amused to read
that my comments at the Westfield Town
Council meeting regarding a rollback and
refund of excessive parking fees had been
misquoted by The Leader.

Last week’s issue reported that I had
declared that any failure to restore the
parking fee structure to its pre-deck pro-
posal level was “unconsciousable,” rather
than “unconscionable,” thereby highlight-
ing the inherent risks of relying exces-
sively on spell-check software.

For the record, I want to be absolutely
clear in stating forthrightly that I have
never, not even for a moment, believed or
even suspected that the folks who hiked
the fees were unconscious when they did
so. They were merely wrong.

Robert J. Ratner
Westfield
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By Deborah Madison
For The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

Community Commentary

Not too long ago, development was
thought to be a good thing. In the 1960’s,
turning barren lots into strip malls and
marshy woods into beautifully, land-
scaped lawns was recognized by adjacent
property owners as an investment in their
communities.

In the past 20 years, however, develop-
ment, often preceded by the word “over,”
has come to be regarded as more of a blight
than a boon. Because many municipalities
are already built-out, there has been a trend
by developers and property owners to de-
molish existing, older homes and replace
them with much larger, new homes. This
has resulted in the phenomenon known as
“McMansions” – large buildings being built
on postage-stamp sized lots with designs
that are incongruent with the rest of a neigh-
borhood. Many residents agree that some of
these just look ridiculous towering over
adjacent capes in older neighborhoods.

This need, by developers, or greed as
some residents view it, also extends to
constructing homes on every inch of avail-
able land, such as the Cooper Road island
proposal in Scotch Plains. There, a devel-
oper wants to construct a new house on an
undeveloped island in the middle of Coo-
per Road. And recently, numerous sub-
division applications that have come be-
fore local planning boards have raised the
ire of local residents who presumed they
were moving into neighborhoods with
large lots, sprawling setbacks and sur-
rounded by pristine, wooded buffers.

Fearful that these over-sized or ill-
placed mansions will devalue their smaller
homes, residents turn out in droves to
plead with planning boards to curtail the
suburban sprawl. Some neighborhood
groups even hire lawyers to represent
their interests, as the Cooper Road resi-
dents have done.

Planning board members frequently
lament how the law of the land, the Mu-
nicipal Land Use Laws (MLUL), ties
their hands. They remark that local ordi-
nances protect developers’ rights to keep
on building and that lawsuits could result
if voted down.

Much valuable time at planning board
meetings has been wasted while residents
repeatedly ask why the ordinances are not
revised to protect the value of their homes.

At last, the Borough of Fanwood, along
with many other municipalities in New
Jersey, is heeding the NIMBY (Not In My
Backyard) cry and taking back the land.
In their 2004 Master Plan Re-examina-
tion Report, the Fanwood Planning Board
has incorporated new recommendations
to potentially obtain the legal tools to
better control inappropriate “infilling”
(development details).

The new recommendations in the 2004
report advise the borough council to re-

Development Ordinances
Need to be Revised

view ordinances that address the scale of
infill development such as increased set-
backs, lot sizes, floor area ratios, roof
slope and elevation standards, to deter-
mine appropriateness in scale and design
and to curb incongruous construction.

By making these recommendations,
the planning board has indicated to the
borough council that there is a need to
revise the zoning ordinances in order to
give the board more power to control new
construction in the borough. It is now up
to the council to act on these recommen-
dations by considering the passage of
ordinances that would give the planning
board the legal right to just say no to
incongruous development.

The Planning Boards in Westfield and
in Scotch Plains have also been reviewing
their Master Plans and each is consider-
ing similar recommendations to their re-
spective councils to adopt ordinances to
give their boards more control over the
nature of development.

These recommendations are a good
thing for Fanwood and the surrounding
towns. By following certain “smart
growth” guidelines, as outlined by the
state, Fanwood and other municipalities
can avail themselves of certain advan-
tages such as state grants and technical
assistance. It also just makes for better
urban planning and design when devel-
opment is thought out and not just hap-
hazardly constructed by whoever buys up
the land first.

Good planning protects the character
and integrity of older neighborhoods,
adding to the beauty as well as to the value
of the homes.

In lieu of these new recommendations,
it is important for property owners to
apprise themselves of the local ordinances
before making assumptions about prop-
erty development in their neighborhoods.
Residents, who come to meetings de-
manding to know why a parcel of land,
adjacent to their own, can’t remain en-
tirely undeveloped, are not being realistic
in their expectations. They may be wast-
ing their money hiring a lawyer, as the
ordinances may not be on their side.

When purchasing a house, property
owners cannot assume that once a wooded
buffer, always a wooded buffer. Likewise,
prospective buyers beware! That 1,000
square foot, second-story addition may not
be permitted in every neighborhood.

And although board members have for
the most part, been very patient and dili-
gent about explaining local ordinances to
the public, it is the taxpayers who ulti-
mately must pay for the overtime of the
board’s attorney, engineers and consult-
ants, while meetings drag on into the
night sorting through the ordinances that
govern development.

Towns and County Workers
Handled First Storm Well

Regional Health Dept. Is Example
Of How Shared Services Work

The weather forecasters were accurate in predict-
ing last weekend’s snowstorm more than two days in
advance. The area prepared and most residents cur-
tailed their activities while waiting out the storm.
Town and county workers jumped in and cleared
most roads by the next day.

The blizzard started in the area on Saturday after-
noon at about 1 p.m., just as predicted. It was the gray
look, with a steady stream of small snow particles
coupled with windy conditions, low visibility and
bitter cold. Everyone recognized this type of storm
– the type that is real.

Most people were heading for home by mid after-
noon and traffic was jammed early on the main
roads. Seems like on the way home, many stopped
off at the supermarket to buy those last minute
provisions. Also, recognizing the serious potential
of the storm, most parked in their driveways when
they arrived home – not on the side streets. In this
way, the aftermath cleanup by the snowplows was
facilitated. By 4 p.m., most were at home and the

area was a ghost town. Rightfully so.
It howled throughout the night and snowplows could

be heard grinding through their first pass. A need for a
second pass was obvious then. It wasn’t until about
noon the next day that the sun broke through. By then,
too, most roads were plowed a second time and condi-
tions were good. Most store parking lots were also
cleared by mid Sunday morning.

This time, things seemed to work well in dealing
with the storm that laden the area with twelve inches
of snow. Police, fire and public works personnel
were on top of this one. It was a good job.

The public acted sensibly too in curtailing their
activity and by removing their cars from the streets.

This enabled the children to have a fun winter day
Sunday afternoon with sledding conditions being
perfect such as was noted by the large crowds at
Scotch Hills and Echo Lake Park.

We’re sure too, that the children helped their dads
and moms shovel the sidewalks in front of their homes
before going out to play and enjoy the winter weather.

The buzz word the past few years to save taxpayers
money on municipal services has been shared ser-
vices. One of the more successful programs in our
area has been the Westfield Regional Health Depart-
ment (WRHD). The department just recently added
New Providence as its sixth member municipality.
Other towns serviced by the department are
Mountainside, Garwood, Roselle Park, Springfield,
Fanwood and, of course, Westfield.

Town Administrator James Gildea said Westfield is
leveraging itself as a strong player in providing these
crucial services to nearly a third of Union County’s 21
municipalities. We agree. The potential is out there for
Union County government to develop its own regional
health department. Westfield could be well-positioned
to ensure its program remains within its own municipal
operation. Member towns like Fanwood save money
on staff but more importantly they can now partake in
programs such the WRHD popular health fairs.

Scotch Plains has expressed an interest in joining
Westfield on bidding for a contractor for bulky waste
collection services. Scotch Plains is moving ahead with
plans to initiate a user-fee driven system for an annual
curbside collection program. The township is also
considering joining Westfield to enable Scotch Plains
residents to purchase permits to drop off yard waste at
Westfield’s conservation center on Lamberts Mill Road.

Another program which many towns take advantage
of is Union County’s S.L.A.P. program. This program,
which stands for Sheriff’s Labor Assistance Program,
enables towns to utilize this program for everything
from cleaning brush along roadways to snow shovel-
ing. S.L.A.P. utilizes prisoners of non-violent crimes to
complete labor-intensive work as opposed to being in
a jail cell. Westfield utilized the program last week to
clear pedestrian pathways of snow at its North Avenue
train station parking lot.

On the local front, towns often share equipment and
services themselves. Westfield municipal employees
will borrow equipment from the Board of Education
from time to time. With the emphasis since 9/11 on
homeland security, Union County Director of Emer-

gency Management Ben Laganga often meets with
municipal police and other emergency services person-
nel to share information to coordinate regional emer-
gency planning in the county.

The county’s Sheriff’s Department also provides a
prisoner transportation program from municipal lock-
ups to the county jail in Elizabeth. This service
enables towns to keep their police officers where
they are needed the most: keeping the streets safe in
their local jurisdictions. Sheriff Ralph Froehlich has
also proposed a county-operated animal shelter. This
is a much-needed service, given the few companies
available when towns bid for this mandated-service.
Most towns are serviced by Associated Humane
Societies in Newark.

We believe there are other potential shared services
that could generate even more savings or improved
service. Towns could bid together on road projects.
Those communities with smaller recreation depart-
ments could join a town like Westfield to provide more
opportunities for their residents while saving tax
dollars. Also, recreation departments could work to-
gether on trips such as to Atlantic City, ski weekends
or to see productions at the State Theatre in New
Brunswick. Towns have also shared engineering and/
or building department staff to save money. Local TV
stations could share equipment and coordinate pro-
gramming to avoid redundancy and to enhance pro-
ductions. School systems could work together to
reduce overhead and enhance operations.

We urge the state, counties and municipalities to
continue to search for creative ways to regionalize or
share services while not reducing the level of service
provided to local residents.

At this time, shared services may not be a large factor
in reducing costs of government, but it’s a good start.
Shared service initiatives seem to result in improved
services and with broader capabilities while fostering a
cooperative spirit between communities. It seems to
keep accountability from becoming ingrown, brings in
fresh ideas and avoids atrophy in the system.

We like what we see.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Streel – To drag
2. Cleg – The great horsefly
3. Ferraginous – Mixed or jumbled
4. Faitour – An imposter; a rogue

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

SINGULTUS
1. A hoisting bucket in a well or mine
2. Narrow-minded; set in one’s ways
3. A sneeze
4. A hiccup

LAZARETTO
1. A public hospital for lepers
2. A secret place of hiding; a den
3. A reception room
4. A churchyard gate, with a roof under

which a coffin can be set
TROPHIC

1. Having to do with victory, such as
with athletics

2. Having to do with nutrition
3. Devoted to exercise and good health
4. Pertaining to an orchard or garden

TAUBE
1. Rust-colored
2. A mild, friendly slap on the back or

shoulder
3. A type of German monoplane hav-

ing pigeon-shaped wings
4. Dewy; moist

Senator Thomas Kean, (R-21), today
introduced legislation that would amend
the way school district budget caps are
calculated under S-1701, which became
effective July 1, 2004. The new bill would
provide new budget cap adjustments for
insurance, utility and courtesy busing costs.

“School districts need some degree of
flexibility in order to deal with the vola-
tility of rising insurance and fuel costs,”
Tom Kean said. “This bill addresses this
very real concern. We also need to protect
courtesy busing to ensure that children,
have the transportation they need to ar-
rive at school safely.”

The bill, S-2278, also makes permanent

the three-year budget cap adjustment for
the cost associated with liability insur-
ance, workers’ compensation insurance,
employee group insurance and domestic
security preparedness. The school district
would also be permitted to petition the
Commissioner of the Department of Edu-
cation for relief under the budget cap law
if there is an unanticipated increase in
costs, such as a spike in enrollment.

“We can’t be penny wise and dollar
foolish,” Senator Kean concluded.
“These amendments will give the school
districts increased flexibility in con-
structing budgets that meet their stu-
dents needs.”

The Utility and Transportation Con-
tractors Association (UTCA) have hon-
ored Assemblywoman Linda Stender of
Fanwood (D-22nd) as Legislator of the
Year for her sponsorship of Assembly
Bill No. 2809.

Under the terms of this legislation,
contractors hired by counties, munici-
palities and authorities will be permit-
ted to propose cost saving contract
changes after the contract has been
awarded.

Substituting new materials, time man-
agement methods and new technological
advances will be permitted provided that
they will provide a direct cost savings and
meet the county, municipality or
authority’s approval, Assemblywoman
Stender said.

“This legislation will provide a direct
benefit to the residents of New Jersey,”
said Assemblywoman Stender. “By per-

mitting contractors to propose changes to
engineering plans and providing them
with an incentive to do so, taxpayers
dollars will be saved.”

A-2809 states that the resulted savings
of the engineering construction change
would be equally shared between the con-
tractor and the contracting body such as
the county, municipality or authority.

“The New Jersey Department of
Transportation has used value engineer-
ing to save time and money on public
projects for many years. Assembly-
woman Stender’s legislation will allow
counties, municipalities and authorities
the flexibility to enjoy this same ben-
efit,” said James Johnston, UTCA Presi-
dent.

The State General Assembly approved
A-2809 by a vote of 75-4-0 on June 24 of
2004. It now awaits postage for a vote in
the State Senate.

Attanasio Named Executive Director
Of Union County GOP Committee

COUNTY – The Republican Commit-
tee of Union County announced Tuesday
the hiring of Anthony Attanasio as its
Executive Director.

"Hiring Anthony as our Executive Di-
rector is just another sign of how commit-
ted we are to building a stronger Repub-
lican Party in Union County," GOP
County Chairman Phil Morin said. "The
Union County Republicans are eager to
begin an extensive grassroots campaign
to return good and honest government to
the people of Union County. Anthony is
the first full-time Executive Director we
have ever hired, and his experience in
local, county and state-wide politics will
be an invaluable asset as we prepare to
take the fight to the Democrats in Eliza-
beth."

Prior to being named Executive Direc-
tor, Mr. Attanasio worked on the Forrester
for Senate Campaign where he ran the
campaign's Union County operation. Fol-
lowing his work on the 2002 Senate race,
Anthony Attanasio served on Congress-
man Mike Ferguson's district office staff.
He is also the co-founder and past Chair-
man of the Union County Young Repub-

licans.
Anthony is a graduate of Westfield

High School and Saint Joseph's Univer-
sity in Philadelphia. He is currently at-
tending Seton Hall University where he is
working on a Masters in Corporate and
Public Communication.

Mr. Attanasio told The Westfield
Leader, “As a resident of Union County
for 20 years, I am extremely excited about
taking a position that will help me to give
something back to the place I grew up. I
am looking forward to the continued
growth of the Union County Republican
Party under the leadership of Chairman
Phil Morin, Congressman Mike Ferguson,
Senator Tom Kean, and Assemblymen
Eric Munoz and Jon Bramnick. The people
of Union County deserve better govern-
ment at the county level. Balance must be
restored to the all-Democrat Freeholder
Board before wasteful spending, ridicu-
lous pay raises to management, legal
battles, nepotism and pay to play result in
property taxes rising out of control. I am
looking forward to working to bring good
government to Elizabeth and to all levels
of elected office.”

Tiny Tim Fund Thanks
Community For Giving

During Carol Night
The Tiny Tim Fund Trustees would

like to thank the Scotch Plains and
Fanwood community for their generous
support of their annual fundraiser, Tiny
Tim Carol Night, held this past December
9.

Carolers from Scotch Plains and
Fanwood volunteered to sing holiday
melodies in many neighborhoods through-
out the two communities.

We are grateful to the enthusiastic car-
olers, many young children, and to the
local businesses and many residents who
gave donations. We also would like to
thank the Fanwood-Scotch Plains public
schools and municipalities for helping to
advertise this event.

Donations benefit the Tiny Tim Fund,
a non-profit organization that provides
financial assistance to children in Scotch
Plains and Fanwood who are in need of
medical care and cannot afford it.

For additional information about this
fund, please write to: Tiny Tim Fund,
P.O. Box 181, Fanwood, N.J. 07023 or
call (908) 400-4168.

Barbara Anilo, President
Tiny Tim Fund

WF Brakes Group
Remembers Officer
Earl Lambert, Sr.

On January 13, 2005, Earl Lambert, Sr.
died after a long illness. Earl retired as a
sergeant in the Westfield Police Depart-
ment in 1986 after 25 years of service. For
the last few years of his life, Earl served
the Town of Westfield as a crossing guard,
primarily at Wilson School. Those who
knew him will remember him as a kind,
friendly man, who took pride in doing his
job well. His concern was the welfare of
our children, and he worked diligently to
keep them safe. His passing saddens us,
and we will miss him.

Earl was just one of dozens of men and
women who work throughout the school
year, in all kinds of weather, to ensure
safe passage for our schoolchildren. In
his memory, please take a moment to
thank “your” crossing guard for the im-
portant job they do.

Deirdre Gelinne
Sara Strohecker

The BRAKES Group
Westfield
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Assemblywoman Linda Stender, Fanwood

Contractors Name Stender
Legislator of the Year

Erratum
An article that appeared on Page

1 of the January 20 issue of The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times,
“Downtown Redevelopment Plan
Approved by Borough Board,” con-
tained the words “imminent do-
main” in the fifth line of the sev-
enth paragraph. It should have read
“eminent” domain.

We regret the error.
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