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SCOTCH PLAINS – Parents
in the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
school district and members of
the public are invited to attend
tours of the two Scotch Plains-
Fanwood middle schools.

On Tuesday, February 8, at 9
a.m., there will be a tour of Terrill
Middle School, and on Tuesday,
February 15, at 9 a.m., there will
be a tour of Park Middle School.
The tours will both begin in their
respective school’s media centers.

These forums, hosted by the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Parent
Teacher Association (PTA) Coun-
cil, provide an opportunity to meet
with middle school administra-
tors and PTA leaders, as well as to
view the schools while classes are
in session.

For more information, please
call PTA Council Vice-President
Margaret Ames at (908) 322-5805.

PTA Will Sponsor
Middle School Tours
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Projected 5.8 Percent Hike in Township Budget
Blamed on Sewer Fees, Insurance, Pension Costs

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Members
of the Scotch Plains Township Coun-
cil are expected to receive 2005 mu-
nicipal budget recommendations
from Township Manager Thomas
Atkins by the end of the month and
then to spend the next several weeks
reviewing the spending proposals

before setting this year’s final spend-
ing and property tax levels.

Last year’s municipal budget to-
taled about $19.7 million, 5.8 per-
cent higher than 2003, and Mr. Atkins
told The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times this week that a very prelimi-
nary estimate is that his budget rec-
ommendation, which will be sub-
jected to further revisions and coun-
cil review, “will total in the neigh-
borhood of $20.5 million.” This rep-
resents an increase of about 4 per-
cent over last year.

Mr. Atkins told the council last

week that two-thirds of his expected
spending increase recommendations
will be in three budget areas that are
basically beyond the control of the
council: higher fees paid to the
Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority
and the Plainfield Area Regional
Sewerage Authority; health insur-
ance costs, which are expected to
rise more than 12 percent this year,
and pension contributions, which
will be considerably larger this year
than in recent years.

“Other than that,” Mr. Atkins told
the council, “you’re not doing badly.”

Unlike the case in recent years,
Mr. Atkins said that this year, “ap-
propriations are the problem”
rather than revenues, which he
called “not unhealthy.” He de-
scribed mandated township appro-
priations, including the sewage
fees, health insurance and pension
contributions, as being “quite high”
this year. In addition, the township
is negotiating a new contract with
the local police department, an
agreement certain to have an effect
on this year’s budget.

Mandated and fixed expenditures
“from the federal and state govern-
ments, local agencies, contracts and
other areas” normally make up the
bulk of municipal budgets, with lo-
cal officials having real discretion
over only a small portion of each
year’s spending plan.

Councilwoman Paulette Coronato
said there was a “need for residents
to understand that we have no con-
trol over state-mandated appropria-
tions.”

Mr. Atkins said he had worked on
municipal budgets worse than this
year’s during his nearly 25 years in
Scotch Plains, singling out the 2003
township budget, which was financed
by an 18-point municipal tax in-
crease.

About 63 percent, or $12.4 mil-
lion, of last year’s municipal budget
was financed by municipal property
taxes.

Last year’s tax rate for municipal
government purposes rose from
$1.24 to $1.28 per $100 of assessed
valuation, meaning the average mu-
nicipal property tax bill was about
$1,536, an increase of $48 from
2003.

The average assessed value of a
home in Scotch Plains is $120,000,
while the average home in Scotch
Plains has a market value of
$360,000-$420,000. The municipal
portion of local property tax bills
represents about 18 percent of the
total levy.

It’s expected the council will hold
several public budget hearings in the
coming weeks before a formal intro-
duction of the 2005 spending plan
sometime in late March or early
April.

Matt Marino for  The Times
MEET AND GREET…Members of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Education mingle with Parent-Teacher Associa-
tion Council members and others before their roundtable discussion last Thursday evening. See story on page 8.
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Fred Rossi for The Times
ON THE JOB...A front-end loader makes its way down Westfield Avenue in
Scotch Plains on Sunday morning after the snow stopped falling, signaling the
start of the day-long clean-up efforts in the region.

Fred Rossi for The Times
DIGGING OUT…Last weekend’s blizzard dumped more than a foot of snow,
forcing residents, such as this man on Westfield Avenue in Scotch Plains, to pull out
the snow shovels and dig out their cars and clear their driveways and sidewalks.

Township Planning Bd. Approves
Cushing Road Major Subdivision

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship planning board approved three
applications on Monday night, in-
cluding one for a major subdivision
on Cushing Road that had been the
subject of three previous hearings
stretching back to last November.

The board gave unanimous ap-

proval to an application by Helltemp
LLC, which will subdivide four ad-
joining lots — two facing Terrill Road
and two facing Cushing Road — into
seven lots.

Single-family homes are presently
situated on the four lots. Helltemp
will retain the two Terrill Road homes,
raze the two homes on Cushing Road,
create a cul-de-sac off Cushing Road
and then create five new lots around
that cul-de-sac where five homes will
be built.

A good deal of time was spent at
three previous hearings discussing
storm water drainage issues at the
site, especially regarding rain water
runoff across Cushing Road, which is
a border between Scotch Plains and
Plainfield.

There are now two wetlands situ-
ated on the Cushing Road lots that
serve as natural detention basins, al-
though Helltemp representatives
maintained that their plans to install
detention basins would actually re-
duce the water runoff into Plainfield.

Two weeks ago, a manufacturer of
storm water management and filtra-
tion systems provided the board with
details of a proposed underground
detention and filtration system, which
involves a series of keg-sized filters
placed in a concrete vault buried be-
low ground that is connected to catch
basins on the street.

At the January 10 meeting, board
members complained that they had
received documentation pertaining to
the underground system, along with

revised site plans, too late to make an
adequate evaluation and decided to
put off a decision on the application
until this week’s meeting. It was also
expected that residents would have a
chance to question Helltemp repre-
sentatives about the proposed devel-
opment.

Instead, after hearing from board
engineer Thomas Quinn on Monday
night that the documentation pertain-
ing to the storm water system ad-
equately addressed the drainage is-
sues, the board voted 5-0 to approve
the application. No residents were in
attendance at the hearing, which lasted
less than 15 minutes.

Helltemp attorney Robert Kraus
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Blizzard Shuts Schools
Mon. As Public Works
Clear Area Roadways

By ELIZABETH CORRELL
Specially Written for The Times

AREA — Television news termed
it the Blizzard of 2005, which hit
Union County and the tri-state area
Saturday afternoon and continued
through Sunday.

Weather forecasters were able to
give warning of the storm days in
advance, so public works departments
in the area had time to prepare.

“We knew about the upcoming
storm on Wednesday or Thursday,”
said Walter DiNizo, Director of Pub-
lic Property for Scotch Plains. After it
was over, Mr. DiNizo learned that in
the local area, the storm was not clas-
sified technically as a “blizzard” be-
cause it did not have sustained winds
of 35 miles per hour or greater.

Instead it was termed a “snow-
storm.” Mr. DiNizo compared this
storm to the one that occurred in
February of 2003. A major blizzard
of note occurred in January of 1996,

with over 20 inches of snow and high
winds. Snowfall estimates for this
weekend’s storm are being reported as
between 13 and 16 inches in Westfield,
Scotch Plains and Fanwood.

“It was a plus that it happened on a

Merit Board Explains Decision
Upholding Firing of Town Cop

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – In its eight-
page decision upholding the March
2003 dismissal of Scotch Plains Po-
lice Sgt. James Cassidy for having
sexual relations with a subordinate
while on duty, the state Department
of Personnel’s Merit System Board,
while agreeing with the findings by
an Administrative Law Judge (ALJ),
nonetheless said his conduct was “suf-
ficiently egregious to warrant his re-
moval.”

Sgt. Cassidy’s dismissal was over-
turned in November by ALJ Jesse
Strauss, who instead ordered a demo-
tion for Sgt. Cassidy to police officer,
and a reinstatement in the township
police force. In mid-December, the
Merit System Board issued a three-
sentence decision overturning Judge
Strauss’s ruling and upholding the
township’s dismissal of Sgt. Cassidy.
Two weeks ago, the board issued de-
tailed reasons behind its decision.

Sgt. Cassidy was terminated by
Township Manager Thomas Atkins
for having a sexual relationship with
a subordinate female police officer in
2000 and early 2001. A year ago, Sgt.
Cassidy, alleging wrongful dismissal,
filed suit against the township while
appealing his dismissal.

The unnamed female officer, who
left the police force in late 2001,
testified that she had met Sgt. Cassidy,
who joined the township police de-
partment in 1990, shortly after she
had joined the department in mid-
1999.

Sgt. Cassidy was married at the
time the relationship began, while the
female officer divorced in 2001. Both

Sgt. Cassidy and the female officer
acknowledged a consensual intimate
relationship that began in mid-2000,
but Sgt. Cassidy denied her allega-
tions that they had sex while on duty
in several locations in Scotch Plains,
including the driveway of her home,
Ashbrook Country Club and Clark

Lane. She also alleged that he had
touched her intimately a number of
times at police headquarters.

Mr. Atkins said township officials
first became aware of the situation in
early 2002. Sgt. Cassidy was first
suspended with pay pending an in-

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Times
WINTERY PLAYGROUND…At Scotch Hills Golf Course in Scotch Plains, children practiced their sledding techniques
on hills of snow that blanketed the area from Saturday afternoon through Sunday.
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New Communications
Tower Planned in Town

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Scotch
Plains officials hope that a new com-
munications tower at the south side
firehouse will be completed by the
end of May.

On Tuesday evening, the Township
Council awarded a $484,900 contract
to Procomm Systems Inc. to con-
struct the new tower, which will re-
place one that is more than 40 years
old and allow for improved radio and
cellular phone communications
among fire department and rescue
squad members.

Township Manager Thomas Atkins
told the council that Procomm, which
recently built a similar tower in
Fanwood, submitted a bid that was
considerably lower than the other
seven received last month. Earlier
this month, the council awarded three
bids for the leasing of cellular tele-
phone communications space on the
new communications tower.

Township officials say that while
no work will be started until the win-
ter weather ends, Procomm will now
be able to place orders for the new
tower’s components, a process that
will take at least six weeks.

At the beginning of the council’s
meeting, Assemblywoman Linda
Stender (D-22) and Assemblyman
Jerry Green (D-22) announced that
Scotch Plains will receive a $50,000

legislative grant that will be used by
the fire department to purchase up-
grades for portable radios to better
aid communication between
firefighters and dispatchers. The funds
will also be used to buy pagers for
members of the rescue squad.

Alluding to last weekend’s inci-
dent in New York City, where several
firefighters were killed battling build-
ing fires, Mrs. Stender said the trag-
edy “underscores how very impor-
tant it is to supply equipment to those
who have the guts to go into burning
buildings.”

Mrs. Stender and Mr. Green also
announced a $73,000 legislative grant
for the shared services committee
“made up of representatives from the
Scotch Plains and Fanwood govern-
ments and the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education” that will be used
for various field improvements.

In other business at the meeting,
Mr. Atkins said the cleanup from last
weekend’s snowstorm, which dumped
more than a foot of snow on the area,
cost the township about $51,000. He
said that labor costs were $28,000 for
the Saturday and Sunday efforts, not-
ing that these expenses were high
because Public Works personnel  re-
ceived time-and-a-half pay for work-
ing Saturday and double-time for
work on Sunday.

Materials, such as sand and road


