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Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
FROZEN…As posted at NJTransit.com, “Due to Amtrak switch problems, all
Northeast Corridor, North Jersey Coast Line and Raritan Valley Line trains are
operating with 45-60 minute delays in and out of Newark.” Pictured above,
commuters line up at the Westfield Train Station to take the bus into Manhattan
for work last Monday morning.

WESTFIELD — The office of
the tax collector will be open on
Tuesday, February 1, from 8:30
a.m. to 7 p.m. for the collection
of tax payments.

The last day to pay to avoid
interest charges is on Monday,
February 7.

The interest charged on Tues-
day, February 8 will revert back
to the original due date of Febru-
ary 1 in accordance with the state
law.

For further information, call
Susan Noon, Westfield Tax Col-
lector, at (908) 789-4051.

Tax Collector Expands
Hours on February 1

Arbitrator Needed to Reach
New Settlement With FMBA

By PAUL PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The town and the
local firemen’s collective bargaining
unit are awaiting the assignment of an
arbitrator to help reach an accord
between the two sides on a new three-
year pact.

The town’s contract with the
Westfield Firemen’s Mutual Benevo-
lent Association (FMBA) Local No.
30 expired December 31, 2003, ac-
cording to Town Administrator James
Gildea. The union represents 38 of
the town’s 41 firefighters. The posi-
tions of fire chief and two deputy
chiefs are considered management
and thus excluded from the contract.

Mr. Gildea said the main negotiat-
ing issues have been health benefits, a
new step added to the contract’s salary
guide and the percentage increases in
salaries covered in the agreement. He
said it appeared that both sides were in
agreement on health insurance.

With a number of firemen retiring
over the past few years, the depart-
ment is younger and thus most mem-
bers are covered within contract sal-
ary guides, Mr. Gildea said. The new
step would increase the amount of
time it would take members to reach
the maximum on the salary guide.

The town administrator said FMBA
members rejected the town’s final
contract offer last month.

“We feel it was a very fair offer for
the town,” Mr. Gildea told The Westfield
Leader. “It was good for both sides.”

FMBA President John McCormack
confirmed talks have reached the ar-
bitration stage but declined further
comment at this time.

Mr. Gildea said the town would
like to reach a contract agreement
prior to beginning talks with the Po-
lice Benevolent Association Local No.
90 and the Teamsters Local No. 469,
representing Department of Public
Works employees, at the end of the
year. The contract for the Commu-

nication Workers of America Local No.
1040, representing municipal office staff,
does not expire until December 31, 2007.

The previous contract negotiation
with the firefighters went to the me-
diation stage but not arbitration, Mr.
Gildea said.

Karen Clarkson and Brooks Crandall for The Westfield Leader
WINTER IN WESTFIELD…The Westfield area was pummeled with snow Saturday into Sunday. Pictured, clockwise, a
snowplow makes its way down Tice Place on Saturday evening, while East Broad Street was blanketed with mounds of
powdery snow. Behind Tamaques Elementary School, children enjoyed sledding down snowy hills, while cars were almost
unrecognizable after encountering the blizzard’s wrath.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
LOTS OF SPEED RACERS…It was Pinewood Derby time again for the Wilson
School Cub Scout’s last Saturday. Pictured, above, the scouts displayed some of
their craftsmanship.

Claire Gray Named Acting Clerk
For Remainder of 2005 by Council

By PAUL PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Mayor Greg
McDermott and the Town Council
last week appointed
Claire Gray as Acting
Town Clerk for the re-
mainder of the year. The
appointment follows the
sudden death of Bernard
Heeney from a massive
heart attack on New
Year’s Eve. Mr. Heeney
had served as clerk for
six years.

Ms. Gray had been
serving as the executive
assistant secretary to the
Town Administrator
James Gildea and Mayor
McDermott.

Ms. Gray had begun taking courses
to be certified as town clerk in antici-
pation of Mr. Heeney’s retirement
this summer. She expects to take the
exam later this year.

A municipal clerk must be certified
within a year of their employment in
the position, Mr. Gildea said.

“Fortunately for us there was a
plan in place (for a new clerk),” Mr.
Gildea said.

Ms. Gray has a combined 11 years of
employment with the town. She first
joined the town in 1992 as a part-time

secretary in the fire department. In 1996,
she moved over to the Recreation De-
partment as a full-time employee.

Ms. Gray left the de-
partment after two
years to work for the
City of Summit before
returning to work in
her current job in 2000.

“Claire has been in
the town for a long
time. She knows the
workings of the town.
It’s not as though she
is coming from an-
other town,” Mr.
Gildea commented.

Ms. Gray began her
career with the New
Jersey Department of
Consumer Affairs in

Newark. She left the position to enter
the aviation industry for which she
worked for 20 years in various cus-
tomer service positions.

“Under a tragic circumstance, we
really are moving forward with not
much of a bump in the road,” said Mr.
Gildea, noting that in addition to Ms.
Gray, the town has an experienced
Deputy Clerk, Carroll Andacht, and
part-time employee, Ann Collucci.

“I’ve been extremely impressed
with Carol and Ann. They know ex-
actly what is going on, where every-

thing is,” Ms. Gray said. “Basically
the office should run for the public
the same as it always has.”

The municipal clerk’s office is re-
sponsible for licenses including dog
and cat, raffle licenses, sidewalk ca-
fes and liquor licenses. The town clerk
also oversees elections, making sure
all votes are tabulated in the clerk’s
office and tabulated on the Election
Tracker computer program.

In addition, Ms. Gray will now be
responsible for taking minutes at town
council meetings, placing ordinances
in newspapers as legal advertising and
swearing in new council members.

Blizzard Shuts Schools Monday
As DPW Crews Clear Roadways

By ELIZABETH CORRELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

AREA — Television news termed
it the Blizzard of 2005, which hit
Union County and the tri-state area
Saturday afternoon, and continued
through Sunday.

Weather forecasters were able to
give warning of the storm days in

advance, so public works departments
in the area had time to prepare.

“We knew about the upcoming
storm on Wednesday or Thursday,”
said Walter DiNizo, Director of Pub-
lic Property for Scotch Plains. After it
was over, Mr. DiNizo learned that
locally the storm was not classified
technically as a “blizzard,” because it

did not have sustained winds of 35
miles per hour or greater.

Instead, it was termed a “snow-
storm.” Mr. DiNizo compared this
storm to the one that occurred in
February 2003. A major blizzard of
note occurred in January 1996, with
over 20 inches of snow and high
winds. Snowfall estimates for this
weekend’s storm are being reported
at between 13 and 16 inches in
Westfield, Scotch Plains and
Fanwood.

“It was a plus that it happened on a
weekend, and not during rush hour,”
said Frank Dann, Union County’s
Director of Engineering and Public
Works.

County roads, which total 177
miles, include the Park Avenue/
Martine Road corridor and Terrill
Road in Scotch Plains and Fanwood,
as well as Central Avenue in Westfield.
The county shares responsibility for
North and South Avenues with the
state.

“We distributed 112 ten ton loads
of salt and 1,000 gallons of calcium
chloride,” stated Mr. Dann. “We fo-
cus on the major arteries.”

Each municipality handles snow
removal in its own way. Depending
on the size of the district, some may
need to hire outside the assistance of

Town to Investigate Sales History
Of Proposed Southside Tear-Downs

By PAUL PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Concerned that a
possible intermediary might be in-
volved in the demolition of several
south side homes, the Town Council
asked town officials Tuesday night to
provide an owner history of each of
the properties to determine if one
builder might be involved in at least
three of the applications.

The properties involved are single-
family homes located at 202 Gold
Edge, 774 Knollwood Terrace, 753
Norgate, and 890 Talcott Road.

Town Engineer Kenneth Marsh said
none of the lots are sub-dividable and
saw nothing unusual about any of the
four demolition permit requests.

Fourth Ward Councilman Larry
Goldman, who resides in the neigh-
borhood where three of the homes are
located, indicated each was put on the
market but none of them were sold.

Mr. Goldman said he believes the
same builder was involved with each
of those homes. Developer Michael
Mahoney’s name only appears on the
permit for the Knollwood Terrace
home. He said the three properties in
his neighborhood had been owned
for a number of years by the same
owners.

First Ward Councilman Sal Caruana
asked if the town could ask applicants
for demolition permits in the future
how long they have owned their
homes.

“It would be easier for us to iden-
tify whether homes are being bought
by intermediaries just to understand
who the players are in this game and
how they play,” said Councilman
Caruana.

He said it appears that three of the

property owners bought homes and
sold them within a few months to the
same individual. He said if that were
true, all of the transactions would
have to be questioned.

Mayor Greg McDermott the goal is
to determine who is involved in the
quick purchase and sale of homes in
town.

Town Administrator James Gildea
told The Westfield Leader he would
ask the tax assessor to see if these
homes were sold directly to a builder
or if they were sold to another indi-
vidual who sold to a builder.

He said the goal is “to give us an
idea of what might be happening out

there,” although he noted it is per-
fectly legal for a builder to purchase
a home and demolish it to build an-
other home.

In other business, the council is set
to introduce an ordinance for the 2005
membership fees for the Westfield
Memorial Pool. The fees represent
the first increase in three years, ac-
cording to Mr. Gildea.

Recreation Director M. Bruce
Kaufmann explained that the only
changes in permits are for the family
with full-time child care, increased
from $350 to $443, and the non-
resident senior citizen, bumped up

Mountainside BOE Presents
Prelim Budget; Requests
Additional Odor Testing

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

At the Tuesday night meeting of
the Mountainside Board of Educa-
tion, Board President Peter Goggi
announced that LEW Corporation,
the environmental consulting com-
pany hired to investigate the uniden-
tified odor that has been affecting
Beechwood School since last May,
has agreed to do additional sampling
on Monday. The results are expected
within the next two weeks.

“We had many questions about the
sampling protocol,” Mr. Goggi stated,
referring to samples taken in the be-
ginning of January. “They(LEW)
have agreed to come back and do
some more sampling.”

Mr. Goggi explained that the board
felt some of the original samples taken
“were compromised.” He also stated
that samples from one of the affected
classrooms were not taken.

A large amount of wet insulation,
which LEW Corporation determined
to be contaminated with bacteria and
thought to be the cause of the odor,
was removed from a rooftop HVAC
unit. The ductwork was also cleaned.
Since the heat was turned on Novem-
ber 1 the odor is no longer present.

“As much as the insulation and
return ducts are a potential cause,
when the heat goes off and the air
goes on will be the true test (to deter-
mine if the odor is gone),” said Gary
Whyte, a parent with a student in one
of the affected classrooms.

Board Administrator Paul Vizzuso
presented Phase I of the 2005-2006
school budget which is approximately

$4.4 million dollars. He explained
that the budget “was preliminary and
subject to change.”

Phase I includes regular program in-
struction, PEAK (Pre-School Education
for All Kids) through eighth grade, special
education, athletic and non-athletic co-
curricular activities, attendance, health,
speech, guidance, library, staff training
and summer school.

Phase II of the budget will be presented
at the Tuesday, February 8, school board
meeting. Phase II includes technology
supplies, out of district tuition, child study
team, general and school administration,
plant and maintenance, student transpor-
tation, business and support services, em-
ployee benefits and capital outlay equip-
ment.

The Final Review of the budget will be
presented at the Tuesday, February 22,

School Board to Seek
New Books in Budget

By ED COONEY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Board of Education (BOE) will seek
$207,827 in new textbooks as part of
the 2005-2006 school year budget,
school officials announced at Tues-
day night’s board meeting.

The brunt of the expenditure will
be put towards an entirely new sci-
ence curriculum at Edison and
Roosevelt Intermediate Schools. The
new curriculum, almost seven years
in the making, is the result of a col-
laborative effort of all the science
teachers at the intermediate level.

Of the $207,827 the BOE is re-
questing, $113,937 would go towards
the purchase of “five to six topic-
specific books per grade,” according
to a report given by Superintendent of
Curriculum and Instruction Dr. Janie
Edmonds.

These topic-specific books will be
used in lieu of one single textbook.
Board member Richard Solomon sug-

gested that in order to defray costs,
enough books be purchased for one
school, and that the books be rotated
between the schools on a semi-yearly
basis.

A plan to phase in the new books is
also in place to help minimize the
cost. Should this plan be put into
effect, it could bring the money needed
to purchase the textbooks down to
$67,672.

New textbooks at Westfield High
School (WHS) would require a
$74,552 expenditure in this year’s
budget. New books are required for
Art IV, which is an Art History class,
English IV and Advanced Placement
English, and Italian IV, which is a
new course.

New editions to the geometry text
currently used at WHS will be needed
to replace the old, worn copies in use
now. Textbooks are also required for
Discrete Mathematics and Probabil-
ity & Statistics, both of which are new

Paul Peyton for The Westfield Leader
Claire Gray


