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Baby Jesus Statue Returned
To Saint Helen’s Parish

By PAUL PEYTON
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD – The Parish of St.
Helen’s Roman Catholic Church in
Westfield happily reported the return of
the Baby Jesus figurine last Thursday
evening.

The statue had been reported missing
from the crèche in front of the church,
located at 1600 Rahway Avenue, on
January 3.

The Reverend Monsignor William
Harms, Pastor of St. Helen’s, told The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times that the
Baby Jesus statue was returned in a black
garbage bag and placed at the door of the
Parish Hall between 8 and 8:30 p.m. last

Thursday.
Monsignor Harms said he believes the

publicity generated from the front-page
story in the January 6 edition of The
Times along with a note in the parish
bulletin had a lot to do with the individual
or individuals returning the statue.

The statue, valued at $500, is im-
ported from Italy. It was removed from
the parish’s crèche, which is assembled
every year by a group of eight volun-
teers.

Monsignor Harms said the Westfield
Police Department was contacted re-
garding to return of the figurine.

“So they can close that case so to
speak,” Monsignor Harms said.

Township Man Indicted For Illegally
Collecting Unemployment Benefits

TRENTON — A Scotch Plains man
has been indicted for illegally collect-
ing unemployment benefits, New Jer-
sey Division of Criminal Justice Di-
rector Vaughn L. McKoy has an-
nounced.

Samuel Hanciles, 44, was charged
by the state’s Major Financial Crimes
Bureau with illegally collecting $7,601
in unemployment benefits between
January and June 2000, Mr. McKoy
said.

The two-count indictment, handed

down by a state grand jury on Decem-
ber 21, charged Hanciles with theft by
deception and unsworn falsification
of records to authorities when he al-
legedly collected unemployment ben-
efits between January and June 2000.

Hanciles reportedly worked for
Johnson and Johnson in New Brunswick
during the time frame he was receiving
benefits, Mr. McKoy said.

Theft by deception is considered a
third degree crime, which carries a
maximum penalty of up to five years

in state prison and a maximum fine of
$15,000. Unsworn falsification to au-
thorities is considered a fourth-degree
crime carrying a maximum prison
term of 18 months and a fine of up to
$100,000, Mr. McKoy stated.

Hanciles’ case will be assigned to
Superior Court in Union County.

His case was one of eight indict-
ments announced by Mr. McKoy. The
eight state residents reportedly bilked
state unemployment benefits program
out of $58,4900, Mr. McKoy said.

Opponents Confident in Defeat
Of Plan to Build Home on Island

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Saying that
the group of Scotch Plains residents
opposed to the proposed develop-
ment of the Cooper Road island is
“more confident” than it was two
weeks ago, Don Cardiff, one of the
group’s organizers, says a primary
objective between now and the next
Zoning Board of Adjustment hearing
on the application in early March is to
“keep this whole issue active.”

At the board’s January 6 meeting,

several expert witnesses testified on
behalf of the applicant, Mark
Lustbader of West Orange, who is
seeking to build a single-family house
on the western half of the island.
More than 100 neighborhood resi-
dents opposed to the application
turned out that evening, but when the
hearing ran late, the board decided to
continue it in March.

The application requires a variance
since the property was originally be-
lieved to be 39,338 square feet in area
while lots in the neighborhood, which

is an R-1 zone, are required to be at
least 40,000 square feet in size. It was
originally believed that the property
was only 662 square feet short of be-
ing in compliance with zoning re-
quirements, but at the hearing two
weeks ago, the applicant’s representa-
tives admitted that their initial square
footage calculation had erroneously
included rights-of-way along Cooper
Road, meaning that the property is
smaller than initially believed and even
further from the 40,000 square-foot
minimum than first thought.

“We’re pleased with the way the
(January 6) meeting went,” Mr. Cardiff
told The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.
“There is a lot of enthusiasm” among
residents, and he expects “many resi-
dents” to attend the Thursday, March 3,
meeting, when opponents of the devel-
opment are expected to present their
case for denying the application.

He said residents who packed the
hearing two weeks ago “really be-
came educated” and “allowed us to
create more interest in this issue.”

Mr. Cardiff, a Wellington Downs
resident, feels both Mr. Lustbader and
the expert witnesses who testified on
his behalf “suffered very serious cred-
ibility issues” in miscalculating the
square footage of the property.

While saying he was unable to calcu-
late the additional shortfall, which he
estimated as being “much greater” than
the originally presented 662 square feet,
Mr. Cardiff said a select group of resi-
dents is consulting with legal and other
experts on the question.

“There are lots of credibility ques-
tions here, and they will be answered,”
he said.

AT&T currently owns the half of
the island Mr. Lustbader is seeking to
develop while Scotch Plains owns the
other half of the island.

The neighborhood’s opposition has
resulted in the creation of a group, “Save
The Island,” which last month held a
protest rally at the island and maintains
an updated website on its activities.

Mr. Cardiff said there are more than
250 families on a special e-mail list to
receive periodic newsletters regarding
the proposed development. He also said
that people from surrounding towns,
such as Plainfield and Garwood, have
been contacting the group, indicating a
widespread interest in the matter.

“Who knows how many of these
irregular lots there are in Scotch
Plains,” Mr. Cardiff said.

Regardless of how the board ulti-
mately decides on the application, Mr.
Cardiff says the group knows that “we’ve
done our best, no matter what happens.”

Another board member, Trip
Whitehouse, quipped, “I think that
the weather men and women in the
tri-state area better look over their
shoulders.”

Mrs. Brown was also praised for
her work with the students. Dr. Mar-
garet Hayes, who oversees instruc-
tional standards, commented that
Mrs. Brown is a perfect example of
good teachers in action.

“You have just demonstrated per-
fectly what good teaching is all
about,” stated Dr. Hayes.

In other board business, it was
announced that the board had re-
ceived the first draft of the 2005-
2006 preliminary budget.

Business Administrator Anthony
Del Sordi was quick to point out
that by no means does this draft
represent the final budget. Budget
discussions are ongoing, with an
update possible for the Thursday,
January 27, meeting.

“There will be some changes as
we move through the process,” Mr.
Del Sordi noted.

Also at the January 27 meeting, it
is expected that the board will vote
for final adoption of several poli-
cies, including the elimination of
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Web-Based Weather Station
Created by Park Students

reporting class rank on student tran-
scripts to colleges. The board will
also hear a presentation from Tanya
Stevenson and her Terrill students
on the German curriculum.

The board has also been awarded
a grant in the amount of $73,000
from the New Jersey Department of
the Treasury as part of the Shared
Services Field of Dreams Project.
Board members plan on submitting
a formal application for the grant,
which is required even when grants
are awarded. The grant money will
be used to renovate and update Park
Middle School’s field.

There will be a special roundtable
meeting tonight, Thursday, January
20, at Terrill Middle School beginning
at 8 p.m., with a “meet and greet”
coffee from 7:30 to 8 p.m., immedi-
ately preceding the roundtable. The
meeting will consist of Ms. Nelson
and Parent-Teacher Association (PTA)
President Deborah Brody exchanging
questions and answers regarding per-
tinent issues, followed by a period for
questions from the audience.

According to the PTA website,
the setting will be “less formal”
than that of a regular meeting. Tele-
vision cameras will not be present.

       Photo Courtesy of US Navy by Airman Jordan Beesley

SPECIAL DELEGATION...A delegation, including Senator Jon Corzine, center,
and Congressman Mike Ferguson visited the aircraft carrier USS Abraham
Lincoln while deployed to Indonesia. Pictured with Sen. Corzine are Rear
Admiral Doug Crowder, left. The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times thanks PHC (Chief Photographers Mate) Jon Baker for helping
the newspapers obtain and post these photos.
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Council Moving Ahead
With Clean-Up Program

Martin Luther King, Jr.
Honored During March,

Service, Future Monument
By BETSEY BURGDORF

Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD — Despite the
cold temperatures and the layer
of snow that fell in the early morn-
ing hours, marchers gathered
Monday afternoon to remember
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

The group assembled shortly
after noon at the future location
of the Martin Luther King, Jr.
Memorial, located on the South
Avenue circle at West Broad Street
behind the Town Bank of
Westfield.

The Martin Luther King (MLK)
Association of Westfield is erect-
ing the monument, with the help
of the Westfield Foundation.

According to Patricia Faggins,
Founder and Treasurer of the
MLK Association, the Westfield
Foundation awarded them a
$1,750 grant earmarked for the
monument.

The MLK Association matched
the grant and began formulating
plans for the monument. A gran-
ite tribute accompanied by a
plaque with an inscription by The
Reverend Leon Randall, Pastor
of St. Luke’s A.M.E. Zion Church
in Westfield, recognizing Dr.
King’s contribution to equality
was decided on. The group will
break ground this spring with the
dedication to be held sometime in

WE REMEMBER...Members of the community remembered the legacy of
Martin Luther King, Jr. on Monday. Pictured, left to right, are: Rabbi
Douglas Sagal, Hattie Harris, Patricia Faggins, Westfield Superintendent of
Schools Dr. William Foley, The Reverend Lawton Nelson, The Reverend
Leon Randall, Andrew Lee, Elizabeth Wolf, and Dolores Graves. The group
gathered at the site, where a monument memorializing the Civil Rights
leader, will be placed.

May.
Rev. Randall consecrated the fu-

ture area of the monument with a
short prayer. The Reverend Dr.
Lawton Nelson, Jr., Pastor of
A.M.E. Zion St. Augustine Church
in Bridgeton, also offered a prayer.
Rev. Nelson was also the keynote
speaker at the services that fol-
lowed.

After the consecration, the small
group of marchers, carrying quotes
attributed to Dr. King, proceeded
down East Broad Street towards
Temple Emanu-El for the service.

“Love is the key to the solution
of the problems of the world,” one
sign read.

Westfield Superintendent of
Schools Dr. William Foley was
among the marchers. Mayor Greg
McDermott and First Ward Coun-
cilman Sal Caruana were among
those who attended the service.

Services at the temple began at
1 p.m. with a crowd of approxi-
mately 300 attending. As well as
honoring the achievements of Dr.
King, the MLK Association also
honored students whose essays
regarding the leader were chosen
by the association. Winners of the
essay, poem and art contest re-
ceived grants from the association
ranging in amount from $50 to
$500. For information regarding
contest winners, see story Page 5.

cluded Mr. Taylor’s mother jumping
into the fray.

Mr. Taylor faces three years in state
prison as a result of the incident,
according to Union County Prosecu-
tor Theodore Romankow.

Assistant Prosecutor Albert
Zabady said his office considered
the incident “an assault on the judi-
cial system and wanted it handled in
a way that sends a message to others
who might disrupt any court pro-
ceedings.”

Mr. Hansen, who is no longer judge,
had no direct comment on Mr. Taylor’s
plea or possible sentence, telling The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times that
“it’s not appropriate for a judge to
comment.”

He did commend the Fanwood
Police Department and the four offic-
ers – Sergeant Howard Jarvis, Corpo-
ral Martin Haluza, Sergeant Fran-
cisco Marrero and Patrolman Ken-
neth Zwirko – for their bravery and
for doing “an outstanding job at their
own peril.” He noted that the four
officers subdued Mr. Taylor in “a
very confined space without the use
of deadly force,” which he said was a
testament to their “high level of train-
ing and competence.”
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‘National Wear Red Day’ Slated in Garwood
For Cardio Disease Awareness on February 4

By ANNA GITHENS
Specially Written for The Times

GARWOOD – February 4 has been
designated “National Wear Red Day
For Women” in Garwood by Mayor
Dennis McCarthy in recognition of the
importance of the ongoing fight against
heart disease and stroke among women.

All citizens of Garwood are urged to
“go red” on Friday, February 4, in order

to call attention to the magnitude of
cardiovascular disease among women.
This includes those involved in organi-
zations, schools, businesses, corpora-
tions, media, and simply any employee
or citizen who would like to take part in
this worthy cause.

According to information provided
by the American Heart Association,
heart disease and stroke, the number
one and number three killer of New
Jersey women, claim the lives of close
to a half million women each year. This
is more than the next seven causes of
death combined.

A woman is 10 times more likely to
die from heart disease than from breast
cancer. The cost of cardiovascular dis-
eases and stroke in the United States is
estimated at $368 billion.

Every year since 1984, more women
than men have died from cardiovascu-
lar disease and one in five females in

the United States have some form of it.
Most of the women who die suddenly
of coronary heart disease had no previ-
ous symptoms of it.

The American Heart Association
initiated the “Go Red For Women”
movement to inform women of the
serious risks of heart disease and to
inspire them to take charge of their
cardiovascular health. February is des-
ignated as American Heart Month.

Garwood residents are urged to show
their support, as well as recognition of
family and friends who have suffered
from cardiovascular disease and “Go
Red” on February 4.

Anyone who like more information
on heart disease, or who would like to
order Wear Red Day coordinator kits,
stickers or pins should visit
www.Americanheart.org and click on
Go Red For Women or call (732) 821-
2610 or 1-888-MY-HEART.

requirement for building facades
showcasing architectural features of
the gateway stores, and improving
pedestrian flow through walkways,
plaza areas and streetscape modifica-
tions.

Some of the design features pro-
posed to improve pedestrian flow in-
cluded bump outs, plaza areas, pedes-
trian easements between stores, and
parking lot redesign. Retail buildings
will be required to meet rehabilitation
standards, such as front and back en-
trances to improve equal access from
both Martine Avenue and the parking
lots as well as meeting all code re-
quirements. Eliminating parking lot
areas that front onto Martine Avenue
was also recommended.

Each property owner will be ex-
pected to submit a rehabilitation ap-
plication within five years of the start
of the first project and will receive a
certificate of completion once the re-
habilitation has been determined to
comply with the plan’s requirements.
Those properties that have not com-
plied will be revisited by the board for
corrective action.

Each district has been granted its
own density cap, with the overall resi-
dential density cap of 71 units, 24 of
those earmarked for the Dean Oil site.
Retail property owners that desire to
add on a second floor for residential
units can use the remainder.

Two proposals for the Dean Oil prop-
erty were discussed, including two-
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Downtown Redevelopment Plan
Approved by Borough Board

bedroom, luxury townhouses or one
apartment building with Victorian fea-
tures. Five years ago, a 35-unit build-
ing was voted down and more recently
a 25- unit building was also rejected,
due in part to considerable opposition
by adjacent residents.

The townhouses would be priced
sufficiently high such that families with
children will be priced out, Mr. Rob-
erts explained to the board. In this
way, the impact on the school district
will be minimized without having to
impose an age-restriction on the units.

The potential need to clean up con-
taminated soil at the Dean Oil site was
discussed. The number of units would
have to be sufficient to make the clean
up cost effective for a developer to
want this piece of property Mr. Rob-
erts said.

Board member Andrew McDonald
stated that in his opinion the fear of
litigation was more toxic than the actual
contaminants in the soil and that over-
regulation by environmentalists was the
real obstacle in developing the property.

Board Chairman Gregory
Cummings said that density control,
which this plan had, was the key. He
also stated that he had reservations
about the proposed pedestrian ease-
ments.

“I’ve never seen an alleyway that I
liked,” Mr. Cummings remarked.

“Summit and Milburn have some
nice ones,” Mayor’s Designee
Roseanne Tobey commented.
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program, there will still be costs to the
township, such as oversight and adminis-
trative expenses.

And, as with most new programs, “the
first year is not going to be a piece of
cake.” He said introducing an ordinance
next month would serve as “a method of
public education” about the workings of
a modified program.

While he termed the council’s delib-
erations on changing the program “a hard
decision,” Mayor Martin Marks disagreed,
saying “the hard decision would have
been scrapping the program altogether or
keeping it.” The mayor said residents will
simply have to “adjust to a new routine.”

While it did not discuss possible per-
mit fees, the council talked about some of
the details of the program’s operation.

Councilwoman Paulette Coronato said
she favored a tight time frame in which
residents could place their household items
at their curb for pick-up. Saying the town
in general looks unattractive when numer-
ous large items are placed at the curb well
in advance of a pick-up, she urged that any
ordinance include a provision that items be
put out no more than a few days prior to the
scheduled collection.

Councilwoman Nancy Malool ob-
jected, saying that such a tight time frame
could be problematic for residents who

might be out of town during such a nar-
row window of opportunity.

Mayor Marks agreed and suggested
that, especially in the program’s first year
of operation, maybe the time frame could
be broadened a bit.

When the question of enforcement of
any time frame provision was brought up,
the mayor suggested that the council meet
soon with Police Chief Mark Zyla to
discuss his department’s role in enforce-
ment matters.

The permit to be purchased will allow
residents to dispose of up to 750 pounds.
Township officials would encourage
neighbors with combined items weigh-
ing less than 750 pounds to share the cost
of a permit so that, theoretically, several
households could place their combined
items at the curb while splitting the
permit’s cost two or three ways.

In response to a question from Coun-
cilman Frank Rossi, Mr. Atkins said that
if a household placed more than 750
pounds at the curb, that resident would be
informed that they require a second per-
mit. Mr. Atkins said it’s likely that the
private company performing the pick-up
will do a curbside evaluation of neighbor-
hoods in advance of the scheduled pick-
up dates in order to identify possible
problems.

‘Like New’ Items Sought
For Library’s Book Sale

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Friends
of the Scotch Plains Public Library
are inviting area residents to donate
“like new” books up until Friday,
March 11, to be resold at the library’s
Book Sale.

The sale will take place from Thurs-
day through Saturday, March 17 to
19, at the library.

Individuals may donate fiction and
non-fiction entries, mysteries, cook-
books, gardening books, how-to
books, craft books and especially
children’s books.

These items “should be in very
good condition, since they will be
resold,” said Friends President
Bob Czaja. “We cannot accept any
books that are damp, wet or
musty.”

“We will also continue to accept
gently-used videos, books-on-tape,
CDs and audio cassettes for resale.
More specifics on the book sale will
be forthcoming very shortly,” he
added.

“In addition, we are looking for
volunteers who would like to help
‘Friends’ with pre-publicity, book
sorting and staffing for the book sale,”
Mr. Czaja continued. “There will be a
sign-up sheet at the Circulation Desk
of the library for anyone who would
like to help us.”

Any resident wishing to volunteer
or donate books and/or other audio/
visual products for the sale may bring
them to the library, located at 1927
Bartle Avenue, during regular library
hours.

getting approval from the Planning
Board to raze an existing house at 15
Old South Avenue and use the lot to
satisfy the parking requirements for
313 South Avenue.

The owner of the unused lot was
agreeable to selling the lot and per-
mitting an easement through his prop-
erty at 319 South Avenue to allow
Fanwood Plaza access to the pro-
posed parking lot at 15 Old South
Avenue, which is behind 319 South
Avenue.

If the plan is approved, the two
houses across the street, owned and
occupied by Children’s Special-
ized Hospital, would be purchased
and razed to make way for a fran-
chise of the Goddard Day Care
Center and possibly a bank, Mr.
Kraus said.

Children’s Specialized Hospital
would move its administrative of-
fices across the street to 313 South
Avenue to alleviate the need for their
employees to cross South Avenue.
The hospital also was agreeable to
the proposed plan, Mr. Kraus stated.
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Planning Bd. Inclined to Give
Nod to South Ave. Development

Mr. Kraus told the board that he
intends on bifurcating the applica-
tion, applying first for a use variance
with an easement for the parking lot,
before proceeding with the site plan
for the lots across the street. The
parking lot would afford 313 South
Avenue an additional 60 parking
spaces, satisfying the 100-space re-
quirement for that building.

It would also make parking safer
for the employees of Children’s Spe-
cialized Hospital by eliminating the
need for them to cross the street to
access their offices or their cars.

In other business, the Fanwood
Planning and Zoning Board of Ad-
justments swore in new and incum-
bent members. The election of offic-
ers and committees will be held at the
next regularly scheduled meeting of
the board on Wednesday, January 26,
at 7:30 p.m.


