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Free Technical Education

Offered at County Vo-Tech
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Union

County Vocational-Technical High
School (UCVTS), located on
Raritan Road in Scotch Plains, will
once again offer free technical edu-
cation to high school sophomores,
juniors and seniors on a shared-
time basis for the 2005-2006 aca-
demic year.

Shared-time students attend their
home high school for part of the
day, taking required academics, and
attend UCVTS for the remainder of
the day, majoring in a technical pro-
gram.

Each school year, hundreds of
Union County public high school
pupils choose to begin their “profes-
sional careers” while in high school
by enrolling in one of the UCVTS’
program areas.

Students can choose from a variety
of technical programs, including al-
lied health, auto collision, auto tech-
nology, baking, building trades, car-
pentry/construction, child develop-
ment, commercial art, computer-aided
drafting and design, computer repair,
cosmetology, criminal justice, culi-
nary arts, electrical technology, hor-
ticulture, graphic communications,
masonry, office occupations, office
systems technology, supermarket
technology and welding.

UCVTS Counselor Barbara
Kaczmarek stated, “Parents and
guardians should realize that there is
no charge to a student’s family to
attend UCVTS. In addition, the
student’s home high school district is
responsible for transporting the stu-
dent to and from the Scotch Plains
campus.”

Along with classroom/shop train-
ing, UCVTS offers programs like
school-to-work and internships where
students obtain real world experience.
By successfully completing specific
UCVTS courses, graduates can also

earn tuition-free college credit.
According to Ms. Kaczmarek,

UCVTS graduates are prepared to
directly enter the workforce or con-
tinue their education in approved ap-
prenticeship programs or at two- or
four-year colleges.

Ms. Kaczmarek also noted that a
growing number of UCVTS gradu-
ates are opting for college and use
their UCVTS education to “jump
start” their college careers.

UCVTS is currently accepting
shared-time applications for the 2005-
2006 school year. To receive an appli-
cation or learn more about enroll-
ment, please call (908) 889-8288,
extension no. 341.

“PASTA NONA”…The Tiger Class of Wesley Hall Nursery School recently
celebrated “Christmas in Italy” with Michael Birle’s grandmother, Luisa Berardo.
Mrs. Berardo, or “Nona,” told the children stories about her childhood Christmases
in Italy and taught them how to make cavatelli, a favorite pasta. Pictured, above,
Mrs. Berardo rolls cavatelli with, counterclockwise from left: Tommy Beck,
Matthew Viscido, Michael Birle and Hana Fujiyoshi. The Tiger class studied
holiday traditions around the world as part of their weekly passport program.
Wesley Hall Nursery School is housed in the First United Methodist Church in
Westfield. Tours are currently being offered before February’s registration for the
2005-2006 school year. To schedule an appointment, please call (908) 233-9570.

Alumni Assoc. to Welcome
Robert Checchio at Meeting
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch

Plains-Fanwood High School
(SPFHS) Alumni Association will
welcome guest speaker Robert
Checchio during its regular meeting
on Tuesday, January 18, at 7:30 p.m.
in Room 101 at SPFHS.

A member of the Class of 1968, Mr.
Checchio is a retired AT&T programmer
and private licensed pilot. He will speak
about the advocacy of general aviation.

SPFHS graduates are invited to join
the association. Membership infor-
mation will be available at the Janu-
ary 18 meeting.

Construction on the organization’s
Alumni Walk is about to begin at the
high school. Donations are still being
accepted for the project. All proceeds
benefit the SPFHS Alumni Associa-
tion Scholarship Fund.

For more information, please call
(908) 889-2089 or (908) 232-1468.
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Josh Ricca Graduates
Kutztown University
SCOTCH PLAINS – Scotch

Plains resident Josh Ricca gradu-
ated from Kutztown University
in Pennsylvania with a Bachelor
of Science degree in Telecom-
munications/Production/Speech
and Theatre. Josh received his
degree during commencement
exercises held on December 18.Preschool immersion 

The product of a French father, an 

Italian mother, and an American 

preschool, four year old 

Borzaro is fluent in three languages. 

She illustrates the remarkable 

capability of young children to learn 

an ability Noah's Ark 

Preschool Owner Danielle Marino is 

ready to utilize with "Bilingual 

Babies," a full language immersion 

program for children 2 years old. 

Modeled after successful programs 

in Europe and Canada, Spanish is 

not a subject in Bilingual Babies, 

rather the medium in which a 

standard Preschool curriculum is 

taught. Only Spanish is spoken in 

the class introducing children, with 

a multi-sensory approach to: 

creative arts, language arts, music, 

story telling and games. This is a 

full immersion experience where 

children pick up language quickly. 

According to the National Institute 

of Health and Human Development, 

a child's brain is most receptive to 

language in the first few years of 

life. This is due to the explosive 

increase in the number of neural 

connections. Without stimulation 

however, those connections 

disappear. This creates an incredible 

window of opportunity for picking 

up foreign language. Marino sought 

an immersion program for her own 

newborn child, Lucia'bella, only to 

realize the closest programs were in 

thus, the creation of 

Bilingual Babies. This program is 

for parents who want their child to 

be bilingual, but can't offer that 

themselves. For further information 

about toddlers language, the 

Bilingual Babies, or traditional 

Noah's Ark classes in English, call 

Danielle Marino at (908) 232.7027. 

The Bilingual Baby provides an excellent overall, 
early childhood, curriculum with an emphasis on 
social development and the Spanish language. 

A Five Full Day Program For Toddlers 

Call Today For Registration Details 232-7027 

Dean’s List Recognition
Received by Bassman
SCOTCH PLAINS – Jennifer

Bassman, the daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Theodore Bassman of Scotch
Plains, has been named to the Dean’s
List for the first semester of the 2004-
2005 school year at Hope College in
Holland, Mich. She is a senior.
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Documentarian to Address
Unitarian Society Sunday

PLAINFIELD – Award-winning
documentarian Ray Blanco will speak
on Sunday, January 16, at 10 a.m. at
the First Unitarian Society of Plainfield
Church, located at 724 Park Avenue in
Plainfield. A forum will follow.

Mr. Blanco, who recently became
Plainfield’s first Latino City Council
member, won an Emmy for his 1997
series “Black and White in Exile.” It
covered the lives of Haitian and Cu-
ban exiles and their interactions with
resident whites and African-Ameri-
cans in the United States.

Mr. Blanco’s talk will be entitled
“Face to Face with the Other
Plainfield.” His visit is being spon-
sored by the church’s Racial Justice
Committee to mark “Journey Toward
Wholeness Sunday.”

 The First Unitarian Society in-
cludes members from Westfield,
Scotch Plains and Fanwood, among
more than 40 other Central Jersey
communities.

Faith Lutheran Reveals
Tsunami Relief Effort
COUNTY – The Faith Lutheran

Church, located at 524 South Street
in New Providence, has announced
a major effort to provide relief and
support for victims of the tsunami
that struck South Asia on Decem-
ber 26.

Through a special fund, Living
Faith Responds, the congregation
will match contributions for the re-
lief effort on a dollar for dollar
basis, up to $50,000.

The funds will then be disbursed
to Lutheran World Relief (LWR),
which has for half a century cared
for people in disaster and crisis situ-
ations. All funds received will go
directly for tsunami relief.

Checks should be made payable
to “Faith Lutheran Church” and
marked either “tsunami” or “LWR.”

All gifts up to $50,000 received by
Friday, April 1, will be matched 100
percent. Further information can be
obtained from either Pastor Murdoch
MacPherson or Pastor Walter
Lichtenberger at (908) 464-5177.

ALPHA Groups to Explore
Identity of Jesus Next Week
SCOTCH PLAINS – All are in-

vited to attend the second in a series
of ALPHA discussions at the Willow
Grove Presbyterian Church, located
at 1961 Raritan Road in Scotch Plains.

The topic will be “Who is Jesus?”
Group discussions will be held on
Wednesday, January 19, from 7:15 to
9:15 p.m. and Thursday, January 20,
from 10 a.m. to noon. Both will begin
promptly at their scheduled start times.

Discussion will include evidence
about Jesus outside the Bible and in
the New Testament, given by both
Roman and Jewish historians.

Participants also will explore the
validity of what they read in the Bible
today; whether Jesus was more than
just a great man and moral teacher;
what He said about himself and what
evidence proves the resurrection.

Two church member volunteers will
facilitate the discussions. The format
will be identical each time; however,
the discussion will vary based on what

each participant brings to the table.
Future topics will include “What

happens when we die?,” “How do we
deal with guilt?” and “How can I
make the most of the rest of my life?”

Light snacks, coffee and tea will be
available, followed by a video and
small group discussion. The groups
will continue for nine weeks, through
March 16 and 17. Both groups will be
limited to 10 people each.

Everyone is invited to share their
thoughts, feelings and questions about
Christianity, whatever their view-
points or backgrounds.

To reserve a space, please call the
church office at (908) 232-5678. Per-
sons who require babysitting are asked
to call the church, which will do its
best to accommodate them.

For more information about this
program, individuals are asked to call
the church and leave their name and
telephone number, and someone will
call them back.

PREP Caregivers
To Meet January 19
BERKELEY HEIGHTS – The

next meeting of PREP (People Re-
sponsible for Elderly Persons) will
take place on Wednesday, January
19, from 7 to 9 p.m. at SAGE’s Spend-
A-Day Adult Day Health Center, lo-
cated at 550 Springfield Avenue in
Berkeley Heights.

This support group for caregivers
is offered by SAGE Eldercare, a com-
munity resource for eldercare, and
meets on the third Wednesday of
each month.

Participants are provided with
emotional support, community re-
sources, effective problem-solving
and coping strategies, and the chance
to share common concerns with oth-
ers who are caring for their aging
loved ones. For more information,
please call Ellen McNally, SAGE
InfoCare Director, at (908) 273-4598.

Physician to Give Talk
About Varicose Veins
SCOTCH PLAINS — On Wednes-

day, January 26, at 7 p.m., the Scotch
Plains Public Library will present
“New Treatments for Varicose Veins:
A Minimally Invasive Approach,” in
cooperation with Muhlenberg Re-
gional Medical Center in Plainfield.

Dr. David Richmand will discuss
symptoms and the newest treatments
for dull pain, itch or heavy sensations
in legs. He has been in clinical prac-
tice since 1982 and is affiliated with
several area hospitals.

Pre-registration is optional. The
program will be free and open to all.
Light refreshments will be served.
The library is located at 1927 Bartle
Avenue. For further information or
directions, please call (908) 322-5007.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

$1 Mil. Tsunami Aid
Bill Sponsored in State
TRENTON — Assemblymen Neil

M. Cohen and Upendra Chivukula
(D-Somerset), New Jersey’s first
Asian-Indian legislator, plan to intro-
duce legislation that would provide
$1 million in state funds to provide
food and medical supplies to the vic-
tims of last week’s earthquake and
resulting tsunami.

The measure also would provide
the state treasurer with discretion in
deciding which relief organizations
would receive funds. The Assembly-
men said this provision would help
ensure that the state funds are used to
pay for food, medical supplies and
other direct relief efforts, not admin-
istrative costs.

The December 26 earthquake and
tsunami in the Indian Ocean caused
the deaths of at least 150,000 people
in 11 countries. Tens of thousands
more people reportedly remain un-
accounted for, and more than
500,000 people reportedly have
been injured.

More than 460,000 Asian Ameri-
cans, including 160,000 Asian Indi-
ans, live in New Jersey.


