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DWC Focuses on Clean, Safe
Downtown as 2005 Objective
By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader

MOVING FORWARD...Downtown Westfield Corporation Executive Director Sherry Cronin discusses the future of the
downtown with newly-elected Chairman David Martone and other members of the board. Pictured, left to right, are:
Mrs. Cronin, Special Officer John Morgan, Board Treasurer David Capodanno and Mr. Martone.

WESTFIELD — The Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC) elected
David Martone as its new chairman
during Tuesday night’s Board of Directors re-organization meeting.
“Thank you for the nomination. I
humbly accept and I will try and take
this board to the next level,” Mr.
Martone said.
Other appointments included Joe
Spector as Vice-Chairman, David
Capodanno as Treasurer and Dominic
Verdic as Secretary. Lee Hale was
welcomed to the board as a resident
member.
The main focus of the meeting was
to address the goals and objectives
for the upcoming year.
DWC Executive Director Sherry
Cronin stated, “A special focus will
be on keeping the downtown cleaner.”
The board discussed the Blue Machine owned by the town, which was
estimated to have cost approximately

$25,000. The machine is a self-propelled sidewalk cleaner that has been
out of service for some time.
Special Officer John Morgan stated
that the machine “is in the garage
requiring parts.” He continued stating, “It’s a matter of making that (the
repair) a budget item.”
Mrs. Cronin stated, “My complaint
is not in the trash receptacle pick-up,
it is in other areas.” She added that

she would like to see a “pan and
broom litter pickup” two days a week.
Mr. Spector suggested educating
the business owners about what they
need to do to keep the areas around
their businesses clean.
Board member Frank Arena asked,
“Does the town have a description or
details (regarding litter management)
they share with you?”
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

BREAKING NEWS: Michael Chertoff, Former
Westfielder, nominated for Homeland Security Post

Ferguson Describes Region Hit By Tsunami Like
A War Zone; Proud of Troops for Relief Efforts
By HORACE CORBIN, PAUL PEYTON,
SUZETTE STALKER
AND BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COLUMBO, SRI LANKA — In a
live telephone interview from South
Asia on Monday morning, Congressman Michael Ferguson described for
The Westfield Leader the devastation
wrought by the tsunami on December
26 and the collective efforts by individuals from around the globe to help
victims of the disaster.
Congressman Ferguson and his delegation, which included U.S. Senator
Jon Corzine, received a firsthand account of the devastation that struck the
region, where “It’s as bad as could be
imagined — a war zone; everything
blown to smithereens,” he remarked.

The congressman left Dulles International Airport in Washington, D.C.
on Thursday night, traveling all day
Friday, and arrived on Saturday to
board a military cargo plane for a
three-hour trip en route to the aircraft
carrier Abraham Lincoln.
“This (the air trip) was not for
luxury traveling. We had life preservers on, along with helmets, earplugs
under our earphones, goggles and we
were strapped in so tight I could not
get a deep breath,” the congressman
said. He described the landing on the
carrier as, “like a severe roller coaster.”
On Saturday, Mr. Ferguson took a
helicopter tour of Banda Aceh.
“We landed at the airstrip in Banda
Aceh, where they are bringing in most

of the supplies and then distributing
them to the camps which have been
set up,” he said.
He emphasized that United States
military helicopters are getting the
supplies where they need to go. The
congressman noted that a U.S. Navy
Seahawk helicopter carrying relief
supplies to the region crashed Monday, but fortunately all 10-crew members survived.
Survivors have been spread out in
camps. Officials on the ground feel
that by spreading out the camps they
will be able to reduce the spread of
disease. Congressman Ferguson noted
that U.S. helicopters are getting supplies the victims of the devastated areas.
While in Banda Aceh, Congress-

Borough Soliciting Businesses
For Donations for Town Clock
By KIMBERLY BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE – The Borough
of Mountainside is continuing its effort to raise private donations for a
town clock that will be placed in front
of Valley National Bank on Mountain
Avenue.
Mayor Robert Viglianti reported that
60 letters had been sent to businesses
that are associated with the borough
asking for a $1,000 donation.
The mayor also noted that a fourpage letter is presently being constructed to go to every Mountainside
resident outlining the project and asking if they want to be a part of it.
The mayor stated that if a resident
wishes to purchase a small nameplate
on the clock it will cost $250. He also
stated that a $350 donation would
give a citizen a line on the clock plus
a collectable miniature of the clock.
During the discussion it was noted
that Donald and Bob Maxwell, of
Maxwell Furniture Restoration on
Mountain Avenue, would be donating a metal English-style bench to be
placed next to the borough clock.
Mayor Viglianti said that Valley
National is donating the land to erect
the clock as well as $5,000 to help

finance the $35,000 to $40,000 bill to
pay for the clock itself.
The mayor has noted that it looks
very similar to the clock in Fanwood.
He added that both Garwood and
Clark have similar clocks. He concluded that this particular clock can
be found in Mount Joy, Pa., between
Elizabethtown and Lancaster.
Council members reiterated that
any additional money raised that ex-

By SUZETTE F. STALKER

WESTFIELD -- Vandals struck
the crèche display at the Westfield
train station on North Avenue sometime late last week, damaging five
spotlights and drawing a swastika
on the forehead of the Baby Jesus
figure in the manger.
It was the second time an outdoor nativity scene has been targeted in Westfield recently – last
week, the Baby Jesus was reported stolen from the crèche in
front of Saint Helen’s Roman
Catholic Church on Rahway Avenue. The statue, valued at $500
in financial terms, has not yet
been recovered.
The train station display is spon-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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From the Archives of The Westfield Leader

HOMELAND SECURITY...On Tuesday, President George W. Bush nominated former Westfielder Michael Chertoff to head Homeland Security for the
nation. Mr. Chertoff is pictured with his wife, Meryl, in 2001. See Page 4.

Projected BOE Budget
Hike at 4.85 Percent

New Providence has an existing nursing program.
The other towns beside Westfield
that are served by the regional department are Fanwood Garwood,
Mountainside, Roselle Park and
Springfield.
“That’s very good for us,” said Mr.
Gildea, noting the cost savings of the
program as well as the regional power
Westfield gains from operating the
health department.
The council is also set to vote to
approve the demolition of four, singlefamily homes located on Hillcrest

$1,100,172 to cope with growing enrollment and $180,000 to offset the
cost of special education services.
Projections indicate that the school
district could have as many as 80 to
85 additional students for the 20052006 school year.
“We are still seeing enrollment
growth, but we are managing it well,”
said Board member Kimberly Rhodes.
In total, the district will seek
$1,280,172 in spending grown adjustments.
Adding the allowed increase of 3.01
percent and the amount to be sought in
spending growth adjustments to this
year’s base budget equals a budget
increase of $3,370,599, officials said.
The total budget cap for the 20052006 school year budget is $72,820,015.
At this point, the proposed budget comes
in at a total of $72,982,339, which is
$162,324 over the cap.
Mr. Berman noted that cuts would
have to be made, saying, “We cannot
do everything we want to do.”
The main expenditures involved in
this year’s budget are medical insurance for district employees, tuition
costs for out-of-district placement of
special education students, utilities
for the district’s various facilities,
and contractual obligations towards
staff, Mr. Berman said.
In addition, a new guidance counselor is being budgeted for Westfield
High School (WHS), a full-time
teacher will be hired to instruct the
district’s first class for autistic students, new computers need to be purchased for the second grade, and a
number of capital projects need to be

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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By ED COONEY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Westfield Board of
Education Secretary Robert Berman
revealed at the board’s meeting Tuesday night that the town’s school district
budget for the 2005-2006 school year
will see a proposed increase of 4.85
percent over the current school year.
The increase, which is down from
last year’s increase of almost 6 percent, is “considerably lower” than
usual, said Mr. Berman.
The state of New Jersey allows for
an increase of 3.01 percent over the
previous year’s budget, which would
account for an increase of $2,090,427.
Additionally, the Westfield school
district is entitled to seek spending
growth adjustments in the amount of

Town to Purchase 14 Pay Stations; Looks to Add
Spaces in Downtown, Honor Late Town Clerk
By PAUL PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — In the aftermath
of the defeat of plans for parking
garages, the town is now looking at
more minor fixes previously discussed
to increase downtown parking capacity.
The town will increase the number
of pay stations in the downtown will
look once again at plans to gain additional spaces at existing municipal
lots.
The council is set to vote on Tues-

Swastika Drawn on Forehead
Of Baby Jesus in Créche
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

ceeds the cost of the clock would be
donated to the borough’s rescue squad.
In other business, a discussion regarding the community pool fees for
the 2005 summer season was held as
the Recreation Committee is recommending an increase. It was reported
that the committee is asking for $235
for a resident family, up from $220; a
$10 increase to $120 for a single

man Ferguson met with a high government official/Indonesian minister
and some local military and reviewed
relief efforts. The delegation then reboarded choppers to take another
aerial tour of Banda Aceh before heading back to the Abraham Lincoln.
Mr. Ferguson and the delegation had
breakfast on Sunday with United States
Ambassador to the Republic of Indonesia, B. Lynn Pascoe, to discuss relief
efforts and the general political situation in Indonesia and what role the U.S.
is playing and might play in the future.
Next, the congressman flew to
Bangkok, Thailand where he stayed at
the U.S. Embassy for meetings that
covered a range of topics including
malaria-related healthcare crisis in
Aceh, anti-terrorism efforts underway
countrywide, HIV/AIDS, and the efforts to combat child trafficking.
On Monday, Congressman
Ferguson met with Dr. Sandy Waran, a
friend from New Jersey who is a native
of Colombo, and others who are coordinating relief efforts of their own.
Congressman Ferguson said New
Jerseyans should continue their support of the relief effort through financial donations and by contributing
supplies, as well as their prayers for
the survivors and those who were lost
lives in the tsunami.
He explained that the most serious
threats currently are outbreaks of malaria, cholera, and hepatitis. In this

sored by the Knights of Columbus.
It was discovered vandalized by one
of the Knights members and reported to police at 9 a.m. last Saturday.
Lieutenant John Parizeau of the
Westfield Police Department stated
the swastika had been drawn on the
Christ child figure’s face in black
ink. He confirmed that the incident
remains under investigation.
He said there have been no other
recent incidents reported in the town
involving sacred images or houses
of worship being defaced with swastikas or other such symbols. Anyone with information is asked to
call the Westfield Police Department at (908) 789-4000. All calls
will be kept confidential.

day, January 20, to grant a $175,000
contract to Metric Parking of
Lyndhurst to purchase 14 pay stations. The stations will installed in lot
5 behind the Rialto Theatre (replacing existing pay stations with more
modern equipment), in lot 4 behind
Baron’s Drug Store and Victoria’s
Secret, in lot 7 across from the
Westfield Post Office on Central Avenue, and lot 2 on North Avenue at the
Westfield Train Station.
Town Administrator Jim Gildea
explained that the town is also looking to once again look at plans to
make what currently are lots 1 and 8
on Elm and Prospect Streets into one
lot. Mr. Gildea said by reconfiguring
the lots the town could pick up another 22 spaces. Also, by
reconfiguring the train station lot another dozen spaces could be generated.
On a related issue, the a divided
council opted to hold off taking action on an ordinance next week that
would have eased up parking restrictions on a section of Stoneleigh Park,
located near Westfield High School.
In other business, Mr. Gildea said
the town has been in discussion with
the Township of Scotch Plains for a
plan to allow residents of the township to purchase permits to utilize
Westfield’s conservation center on
Lamberts Mill Road.
Third Ward Councilman Mark
Ciarrocca called the proposed shared
services agreement, “one of the most
important issues we face.” He said
with costs for recycling operations

projected to increase it is important
that the town generate additional revenue to reduce this costs.
Scotch Plains is also looking to
join Westfield in its bulky waste residential pickup program. Mr. Gildea
said an agreement is still in the talking stage.
Staying on the subject of shared
services, Mr. Gildea said the Borough of New Providence has become
the eighth town to join the Westfield
Regional Health Department. The
administrator said the health department would not need to hire additional employees at this time since

Mountainside School Bd. Ratifies
Three-Year Deal With Teachers
By DAVID GIALANELLA
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE – On Tuesday,
the Mountainside Board of Education ratified a new three-year contract with the Mountainside Education Association.
The new contract allots a 4.3 percent raise in teacher salaries, but otherwise does not change much from
the previous contract.
Interim Chief School Administrator Walter Rusak called it a “cookie
cutter contract,” and added that,
“we’re happy to have the teachers
back on board.”
Teachers’ Union President
Jeannette Maraffi said that everyone

was happy with the salary increase,
but explained, “What everyone is
happiest about is that health benefits
stayed intact. That was a big negotiation point.”
Ms. Maraffi told The Westfield
Leader
that
considering
Mountainside’s socioeconomic level,
teachers are “trying to move up a
little bit in the county.”
She added that 47 percent of
Mountainside teachers are untenured,
and said she would like to see that

figure improved.
In other business, the board approved an application to carry-over
funds dedicated to the borough for
the federal government’s No Child
Left Behind program from the 2004
fiscal year in the amount of $7,060.
Board Secretary Paul Vizzuso told
The Leader that grants can normally
be carried over for one year unless
otherwise indicated in the language
of the grant program.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 5
Joseph Kolar, 21, of Garwood was
arrested and charged with driving while
intoxicated after being involved in a
motor vehicle accident. Police believe
he crashed his vehicle into a fence on
the southbound side of Central Avenue.
Kolar, who was not injured, was released on his own recognizance to a
responsible adult.
THURSDAY, JANUARY 6
George C. Clarke, 44, of Watchung
was arrested in the 400 block of South
Avenue, West, on charges of aggravated assault on a police officer, resisting arrest, obstructing administration of law and possession of a
weapon.
Westfield police questioned Clarke
regarding a house arrest order from
the Newark Federal Court mandating
he be home by 9 p.m., which had
already past that evening. Clarke allegedly struck one of the officers about
the face with a closed fist, after which
he was taken into custody. A check of
the suspect’s motor vehicle uncovered a six-inch hunting knife, police
said.
The officer whom Clarke is charged
with striking was treated at police
headquarters. Clarke was being held
on $100,000 bail at the Union County
Jail on the Westfield charges, and was
to be turned over to United States
marshals.
FRIDAY, JANUARY 7
Luis Valladares, 25, of North
Plainfield was arrested at Prospect
Street and charged with driving while
intoxicated, driving without a license,
careless driving and leaving the scene
of an accident.
Valladares is believed to have left

the scene of a one-car accident at
Newton Place and Elm Street shortly
before his arrest. There were no injuries. He was released on his own
recognizance to a responsible adult.
SATURDAY, JANUARY 8
Onur Tezucar, 23, of Westfield was
arrested at First Street and charged
with driving while intoxicated after
being stopped for speeding. He was
released on his own recognizance to
a responsible adult.
A Summit Avenue resident reported
being assaulted inside his home by
three unwanted male guests who had
crashed a social gathering. The victim sustained cuts, scratches and a
chipped tooth. Police advised him of
the procedure for filing a complaint.
A burglary was reported at a business in the 1000 block of South Avenue, West, in which unknown persons $220 in cash from the register.
SUNDAY, JANUARY 9
Kevin Lantz, 19, of Westfield and a
15-year-old male juvenile from Clark
were arrested during a motor vehicle
stop in the 900 block of Central Avenue and charged with possession of
suspected cocaine and possession of
alcohol by an underage person. The
juvenile also was charged with possession of less than 50 grams of suspected marijuana.
Lantz was released on his own recognizance with a summons, while the
juvenile was turned over to an adult.
An attempted burglary occurred at
a South Avenue delicatessen. Entry
to the premises was not gained.
A burglary was reported at a second delicatessen, also on South Avenue, in which $150 in cash and a
large amount of cigarettes were taken.

Projected BOE Budget
Hike At 4.85 Percent
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

considered by the board’s Facilities
Committee, Mr. Berman explained.
Richard Solomon, chairman of the
board’s Finance Committee, expressed satisfaction with the progress
being made on the budget thus far.
“We’re in much better shape this
year than we have been at this time
the last few years,” he said.
The board will continue public discussions of the 2005-2006 up to and
after its due date on Friday, March 4.
Special education will be discussed
on Tuesday, February 1, Fine Arts
and Athletics on Tuesday, February

Clock
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

membership, and a $5 increase to $75
for a senior membership.
For non-resident families the increase is proposed at $30 to total
$440 for a non-resident single membership. The increase for non-resident senior memberships is proposed
at $15 to total $220 for single memberships and $180 for senior memberships.
The committee is also proposing
that the non- resident initiation fee be
increased by $5 to total $35 for a
family and $20 for a single, respectively.
The governing body stated that an
ordinance outlining these fees will be
introduced at next week’s public council meeting on Tuesday, January 18.
It was also noted that next week an
ordinance will also be introduced to
advertise for the positions of pool
manager and assistant pool manager.
Lastly, the mayor and council reported that because certified paper is
now a safety paper that cannot be
duplicated and is numerically ordered
by the state, receiving a certified copy
of something from the borough will
now cost $15 a sheet as opposed to
the old fee of $5.

8, and Technology and Personnel will
on the agenda at the board’s next
public meeting on Tuesday, January
25, following the Curriculum and
Capital Projects portions of the budget on Tuesday, February 15.
Following the board’s discussion
of the budget, it was approached by
Laurie Mace, a Westfield resident
representing a group of parents concerned with the budgetary impact of a
benefit clause in the contracts of all
Westfield teachers stating that regardless of residence, the teachers’ children may be educated in the Westfield
school district.
These students, of whom there are
currently 27 in the district, are paid
for out of the same budget as all other
students, officials said.
Ms. Mace told the board that “their
tax dollars should go to educating the
students living in the district.”
Also, Ms. Mace pointed out that
these students might be taking up
spots on students’ teams with limited
numbers of players that could instead
be allotted to students living in the
district.
Superintendent of Schools Dr. William Foley responded by telling Ms.
Mace that the clause is a “negotiable
item” in the union contract that “it is
something we can consider as part of
our negotiation” with the union.

Ferguson Describes Region Hit
By Tsunami Like A War Zone
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Patrick O’Connor for The Westfield Leader

PROUD MOMENT…Garwood Clerk Christina Ariemma swears in new Councilman Victor DeFilippo as his wife, Judy, and son, Victor, look on during the
Borough Council’s re-organizational meeting held January 2.

Patrick O’Connor for The Westfield Leader

BEGINNING NEW TERM…Garwood Councilman Charles Lombardo takes
the oath of office for a new term from Borough Clerk Christina Ariemma at the
Borough Council’s re-organizational meeting held January 2. Looking on are his
wife, Carol; his daughter, Christine, and his son, Greg.

DWC Focuses on Clean, Safe
Downtown as 2005 Objective

regard, the congressman will be in
contact with New Jersey pharmaceutical companies to see if they are
able to make antibiotics and medical
supplies available to tsunami survivors.
The threat of disease is widespread
due to the uncharacteristic wet conditions, Congressman Ferguson said.
Although floodwaters have receded,
pools of water remain and provide
perfect conditions for the onset of an
epidemic such as malaria.
Congress will vote soon on a
supplemental package to aid those
countries impacted by the tsunami,
Mr. Ferguson stated. President
George W. Bush has pledged $350
million in aid to the region.
“The individual response from the
United States is quite evident, very
generous,” the congressman said.
He noted the “first-hand” evidence
he witnessed from the air and on the
ground would assist him and other
members of Congress that made the
trip in analyzing where resources
need to be directed.
“It’s important not to just throw
money at a problem,” he stated.
In the coming weeks, the congressman will visit schools and hold
Town Hall meetings throughout the
Seventh Congressional District in
an effort to increase statewide relief
efforts already underway.
He expressed awe at how individuals from different cultural, political and religious backgrounds
have come together to aid the tsunami victims, adding how it reminded him of the way people from
all walks of life joined forces following the September 11 attacks on
the United States.
“No one cares about the differences, (between countries) they are
more concerned with assisting those
in need. This tragedy is an opportunity for the future of this country,”
Congressman Ferguson said. “It is

Contracts
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

After one year, any balance must
be returned to the government
agency issuing the grant, he said.
The original amount of the grant
was $17,113.
Mountainside teachers Patricia
Bruce, Kelly Schundler and Joseph
Ricca, Jr. were approved by the
board to take classes at Kean University in Union at the school
budget’s expense.

Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI, HEWIT & PALATUCCI
Cranford, New Jersey 07016

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?
Specializing in all aspects of Family Law
including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,
child support, division of assets, palimony,
premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,
restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to
changed financial circumstances, residence

an opportunity for reconciliation.”
He was also profoundly affected
by how proud the people of the area
are and their unwillingness to take
handouts even in the wake of such
sizable destruction. The victims expressed their desire to work for the
aid they were receiving, as charity is
difficult for them to accept. As a
result, Congressman Ferguson is trying to have boats repaired or replaced for fishermen so they can go
back to work.
He said as floodwaters recede,
debris and destruction can be seen
everywhere. Volunteers are packaging materials daily for survivors living in camps and temples and distributing them to the victims.
“It’s extraordinary how people
have put aside their differences to
assist people in need,” Congressman
Ferguson commented. “(We’re discovering) things that used to divide
us really don’t matter at all.”
Congressman Ferguson said the
relief teams, particularly the United
States military, are making a difference. He said their morale is high as
they are eager to do and give everything they have to the relief effort.
“I’m so proud of soldiers, our
young people — their morale is
high,” he said.
The crew of Abraham Lincoln has
been “very impressive,” he said. He
said crewmembers on the aircraft carrier constantly stop their captain, asking when they can go to shore to help.
He remarked that the aircraft carrier is “amazing” in that it can produce drinking water from seawater.
It has an excess capacity of 79,000
gallons per day and that this production of drinking water is being delivered to the disaster victims.
Congressman Ferguson noted that
the United States military has been
there for two weeks providing help.
He said United Nations relief workers just started showing up this week.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Mrs. Cronin stated that the last
time the DWC received a listing of all
services the town provides was in
1997.
“They put a lot more emphasis on
the downtown then than they do now,”
Mrs. Cronin concluded.
The board agreed they would like
to set up a meeting between the DWC
and Town Council Public Works Committee Chairwoman Jo Ann Neylan
to discuss a plan to keep the downtown clean.
In other news, the DWC is discussing the coordination of a promotional
event with the PGA Tour to be held at
Baltusrol Golf Club located in Springfield. The event, which will be a
weeklong tournament in August, is
expected to attract approximately
40,000 attendees per day.
The DWC discussed creating a special promotional event that will focus
on Westfield as a destination after the
event.
Mr. Hale commented via conference call that the promotion will target, “key people who will be looking

Town Council

for something to do in addition to
going to the tournament.”
A list of 2004 major accomplishments was also presented with the
achievement of the Great American
Main Street Award as the biggest
accomplishment. Other highlights
included the increased number of
Sweet Sounds Downtown Jazz nights,
the design and installation of the kiosk,
the completion of the Rialto Park
project and the increased historic preservation and high visibility projects
such as Lancasters, Ltd., Mademoiselle and the Northside Trattoria.
Mrs. Cronin also asked the board to
approve an idea to raise funds for the
tsunami victims in Southeast Asia.
She said the DWC has a surplus of
Great American Main Street Award
cups that she would like to place at
Vicki’s Diner.
Diners would be able to purchase the
cups along with a drink or by themselves for $2. The board unanimously
approved the idea. The owner of Vicki’s
Diner had already approved the placement of the cups at her business.
The next meeting of the DWC will
be on Monday, February 28. All meeting are held at the DWC offices located at 105 Elm Street.

GEOGRAPHY EXPERTS…Students from Franklin Elementary School in
Westfield competed in the school-level competition of the National Geographic
Bee on January 5. Pictured, left to right, are: fifth grade teacher Jeanine Gottko,
who organized and moderated the contest; fifth grader Alexander Zimmerman,
who placed third; fourth grader Markey Frega, wearing his first place ribbon;
fifth grader Ross Workman, who placed second, and Franklin School Principal
Dr. Mary Fleck.

Franklin Geography Bee
Won by Markey Frega
WESTFIELD – Markey Frega, a
fourth grader at Franklin Elementary
School in Westfield, won the schoollevel competition of the National Geo-

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Avenue, Canterbury Road, Lawrence
Avenue, and Elm Street.
Town Engineer Kenneth Marsh
assured the council that the homes
were on lots that were could not be
sub-divided. Thus, the homes would
be replaced by single-family homes.
Mayor Gregory McDermott and
council members agreed with a proposal by former Councilman Neil
Sullivan and others to plant a cherry
tree in front of the municipal building
as a memorial to Bernard Heeney,
Westfield’s town clerk the past five
years, who died of a heart attack on
New Year’s Eve. A plaque will also
be included to note Mr. Heeney’s
quarter century of service to the town.
Mr. Gildea said the proposal follows past town tradition to plant
cherry trees in honor of veterans. Mr.
Heeney, who resided in Bayonne,
served in Vietnam and was active in
veteran associations.
Although donations could be raised
privately, Councilman Betancourt
said he believed the cost of the tree
could come out of town funds.

Garner Will Portray Inventor
At Redeemer Lutheran School

WESTFIELD – Students at Re- had taught him – the value of hard
deemer Lutheran School, located at 229 work, the importance of making misCowperthwaite Place in Westfield, will takes and how to look at tough probwelcome Montclair actor,
lems from a new angle in
Patrick Garner, who will
order to solve them.”
portray inventor Thomas
He added, “There’s so
Alva Edison during a spemuch more to Edison than
cial open house presenta‘Genius equals one part intion, “Thomas Edison: Inspiration and 99 parts perventor, Lecturer & Prankspiration.’”
ster” on Friday, January 21,
Mr. Garner is working
at 7 p.m.
with the Edison PreservaIn a recreation of the lection Foundation, the group
tures Edison gave in his later
that is now undertaking the
years, Mr. Garner will reextensive renovation and excount the inventor’s life and
pansion of the Edison NaPatrick Garner
demonstrate models of some
tional Historic Site in West
of his greatest inventions – the light Orange.
bulb and phonograph. Student volunThe site, which was the last of
teers, serving as “Edison’s Insomnia Edison’s “Invention Factories,” is where
Squad”, will assist him.
the inventor perfected his phonograph,
Mr. Garner said, “What I feel is most produced America’s first motion picimportant, though, is passing on to the tures and applied for more than half of
students the lessons Edison felt his work his 1,093 U.S. patents – the most ever
held by any individual.
“If kids can’t go to Edison, Edison
comes to them,” said Mr. Garner, regarding the site’s long-term renovation
and closing.
For more information on Mr. Garner’s
Your Home-Town
presentation at Redeemer Lutheran
School, please call (908) 232-1592.
MORTGAGE BANKER

OWEN BRAND

graphic Bee on January 5 and a chance
at a $25,000 scholarship.
Ross Workman, a fifth grader, came
in second and another fifth grader,
Alexander Zimmerman, placed third.
The school-level competition, at
which students answered oral questions on geography during an assembly, was the first round in the 16th
annual National Geographic Bee,
sponsored by the National Geographic
Society.
The contest kicked off on the week
of November 15, with thousands of
schools around the United States and
in the five U.S. territories participating.
At Franklin School, competitions
were first held in all fourth and fifth
grade classrooms, culminating in a
school-wide competition.
Markey, and winners from other
schools nationwide, will now take a
written test. As many as 100 of the top
scorers in each state and territory will
be eligible to compete in their state
Bee on Friday, April 1.
The National Geographic Society
will provide an all-expense paid trip to
Washington, D.C. for state champions
and teacher-escorts to participate in
the National Geographic Bee national
championship on Tuesday and
Wednesday, May 24 and 25. The first
place national winner will receive a
$25,000 college scholarship and a lifetime membership to the society.
“Jeopardy!” host Alex Trebek will
moderate the national finals on Thursday,
May 25. The program will air on the
National Geographic Channel, and afterward on public television stations, produced by Maryland Public Television.

removal from New Jersey, visitation
modifications and transfers of custody.
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Area Neighbors to be Heard
At Cooper Hearing in March
Realty, the potential buyer of the property, told the board at the start of last
SCOTCH PLAINS — The townweek’s hearing that the property was
ship zoning board of adonly 662 square feet short
justment hearing on an
of being in compliance with
application by a developer
zoning requirements.
to build a single-family
Later, it was later anhome on private property
nounced to a loud round of
located on an island in the
applause from residents in
middle of Cooper Road
attendance, that the initial
will resume in March,
square footage calculation
board members anhad erroneously included
nounced this week.
rights-of-way along CooAt that time, neighborper Road, meaning that the
hood residents will have
property is smaller than inian opportunity to present
tially believed and even
their reasons for opposing
further from the 40,000
the development and also
square-foot minimum than
to question experts who
first thought.
testified in its favor.
Mr. Cohen and Chris
A standing-room-only
Kastrud, a professional encrowd of well over 100 resigineer, both told The Times
dents filled the hearing
after the hearing last week
Fred Rossi for The Times
room at the Municipal MAKING A POINT…Bahman Izadmehr, traffic expert for appli- that they could not yet estiBuilding
last cant Mark Lustbader, makes a point during last Thursday’s meet- mate the additional shortThursdayevening. They ing of the Scotch Plains Zoning Board of Adjustment. Mr. Lustbader’s fall in square footage.
listened to more than two- plan to construct a single-family home on the island in the middle of
Mr. Cohen noted that the
and-a-half hours of testi- Cooper Road has drawn opposition from neighbors.
township government had
mony from four witnesses
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
velopment. In the ensuing two months,
on behalf of the applicant, Mark several dozen neighbors formed a
Lustbader of West Orange, and ques- group, “Save The Island,” to oppose
tioning of those four individuals by the development.
board members.
Last month, a protest rally was held
The Cooper Road property, which is on the island and numerous lawn signs
slightly less than an acre in size, is on have appeared urging opposition to
the western, or Edison side of the island the proposed development.
CORBIN, PAUL PEYTON,
and is situated on high, wooded ground.
The application requires a variance By HORACE
SUZETTE STALKER
AT&T currently owns that half of since the property was originally beAND BETSEY BURGDORF
the property while Scotch Plains owns lieved to be 39,338 square feet in area
Specially Written for The Times
the other half of the island.
while lots in the neighborhood, which
COLUMBO, SRI LANKA — In a
The zoning board’s initial hearing is an R-1 zone, are required to be at live telephone interview from South
on the application was postponed two least 40,000 square feet in size.
Asia on Monday morning, Congressmonths ago after a group of neighborRichard Cohen, the attorney for man Michael Ferguson described for
hood residents turned out in early Mr. Lustbader who represents HUB The Westfield Leader the devastation
By FRED ROSSI

Specially Written for The Times

November and asked that they be
given more time to prepare a more
formal case of opposition to the de-

Fred Rossi for The Times

LISTENING INTENTLY…Township residents listen to testimony concerning a proposal by Mark Lustbader of West
Orange to build a single-family home on an island situated in the middle of Cooper Road.

Ferguson Describes Region Hit By Tsunami Like
A War Zone; Proud of Troops for Relief Efforts

Borough Council to Vote Feb. 8
On Downtown Redevelopment
By ELIZABETH CORRELL
Specially Written for The Times

FANWOOD — An ordinance finalizing changes to the redevelopment plan for Fanwood’s downtown
will be up for a vote at the Tuesday,
February 8, Borough Council meeting.
The opinions of the mayor, council
and two residents on this issue were
heard at the televised council meeting on Tuesday night.
Edward Tamallanca, who lives on
Second Avenue across from the redevelopment area, spoke in favor of
redevelopment, and commended the
mayor and Fanwood’s Downtown
Advisory Committee for the open
public forums that were held last fall,
allowing residents to “give their two
cents.”
He feels that the revenue that profitable businesses in the downtown
would bring to support the borough’s

public schools is essential, citing a
responsibility to the town’s children.
As for how the downtown currently
looks, he said, “You go over the hill
by Dunkin Donuts, and say to yourself ‘How can we live like this?’”
Greg Cummings, a resident of
Helen Street, was a member of the
committee overseeing the downtown
redevelopment plan in 1993 and said
that this project has been “a long time
coming.”
Regarding residents being given a
forum to speak their minds, Mr.
Cummings enthused, “It has been
exciting to be a part of the process,
and I’m behind it 100 percent.”
This level of enthusiasm and support was heard from other members
of the council.
Councilman Joseph Higgins, who
currently heads the Downtown Advisory Committee, feels positive about
the plan being put “through a very

rigorous public input process.”
He reported that the two public
forums were very well attended, with
125 attendees at the first meeting, and
75 at the second.
Councilman Jack Molenaar said
that the consultants were surprised at
the high level of turn out at the meetings.
“Opening up this process to the
public made a big difference,” he
said. “We heard that people want to
reduce overall density, to be sensitive
to the existing neighborhood, and to
be pedestrian friendly.”
The changes that were made to the
redevelopment plan reflect these
wishes.
“What I like about this plan,” said
Councilwoman Donna Dolce, “is that
it is a product of the people, a collaborative effort,” and that “it returns the
responsibility for the redevelopment
of the downtown to the land owners.”
She pointed out that there is a
timeline given to the owners within
which they must have the work completed.
In contrast, Councilman Stuart
Kline stated he “may support it, but
very reluctantly. I have serious reservations.”
He said that he had not yet heard
what the incentives for the property
owners were going to be, and that tax
abatements had not been discussed.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Liz Correll for The Times

OATH OF OFFICE...Mayor Colleen Mahr of Fanwood administers the oath of office
to members of the borough’s fire department, above, and volunteer rescue squad
members during the annual reorganization meeting January 1 at Borough Hall.

wrought by the tsunami on December
26 and the collective efforts by individuals from around the globe to help
victims of the disaster.
Congressman Ferguson and his delegation, which included U.S. Senator
Jon Corzine, received a firsthand account of the devastation that struck the
region, where “It’s as bad as could be
imagined — a war zone; everything
blown to smithereens,” he remarked.
The congressman left Dulles International Airport in Washington, D.C.
on Thursday night, traveling all day
Friday, and arrived on Saturday to
board a military cargo plane for a
three-hour trip en route to the aircraft
carrier Abraham Lincoln.
“This (the air trip) was not for
luxury traveling. We had life preservers on, along with helmets, earplugs
under our earphones, goggles and we
were strapped in so tight I could not
get a deep breath,” the congressman
said. He described the landing on the
carrier as, “like a severe roller coaster.”
On Saturday, Mr. Ferguson took a
helicopter tour of Banda Aceh.
“We landed at the airstrip in Banda
Aceh, where they are bringing in most
of the supplies and then distributing
them to the camps which have been
set up,” he said.
He emphasized that United States
military helicopters are getting the
supplies where they need to go. The
congressman noted that a U.S. Navy
Seahawk helicopter carrying relief
supplies to the region crashed Monday, but fortunately all 10-crew members survived.
Survivors have been spread out in
camps. Officials on the ground feel
that by spreading out the camps they
will be able to reduce the spread of
disease. Congressman Ferguson noted
that U.S. helicopters are getting supplies the victims of the devastated areas.
While in Banda Aceh, Congressman Ferguson met with a high government official/Indonesian minister
and some local military and reviewed
relief efforts. The delegation then re-

boarded choppers to take another
aerial tour of Banda Aceh before heading back to the Abraham Lincoln.
Mr. Ferguson and the delegation had
breakfast on Sunday with United States
Ambassador to the Republic of Indonesia, B. Lynn Pascoe, to discuss relief
efforts and the general political situation in Indonesia and what role the U.S.
is playing and might play in the future.
Next, the congressman flew to
Bangkok, Thailand where he stayed at
the U.S. Embassy for meetings that
covered a range of topics including
malaria-related healthcare crisis in
Aceh, anti-terrorism efforts underway
countrywide, HIV/AIDS, and the efforts to combat child trafficking.
On Monday, Congressman Ferguson
met with Dr. Sandy Waran, a friend
from New Jersey who is a native of

Colombo, and others who are coordinating relief efforts of their own.
Congressman Ferguson said New
Jerseyans should continue their support of the relief effort through financial donations and by contributing
supplies, as well as their prayers for
the survivors and those who were lost
lives in the tsunami.
He explained that the most serious
threats currently are outbreaks of malaria, cholera, and hepatitis. In this
regard, the congressman will be in
contact with New Jersey pharmaceutical companies to see if they are able to
make antibiotics and medical supplies
available to tsunami survivors.

The threat of disease is widespread
due to the uncharacteristic wet conditions, Congressman Ferguson said.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

BREAKING NEWS: Michael Chertoff, Former
Westfielder, nominated for Homeland Security Post

From the Archives of The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

HOMELAND SECURITY...This Tuesday, President George W. Bush nominated Westfielder Michael Chertoff to head Homeland Security for the nation.
Mr. Chertoff is pictured above with his wife Meryl in 2001. See Page 4.

Township Council Authorizes Deer Hunts
In Ashbrook and Watchung Reservations
By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Township Council on Tuesday approved
resolutions authorizing permit applications for deer hunts in both the
Ashbrook Reservation and the
Watchung Reservation.
A deer reduction program in the
Ashbrook Reservation would be the
first effort to thin a herd that has
spread in recent years beyond the
reservation into adjoining residential
neighborhoods and local streets.
By a 3-1 vote, with Councilwoman
Nancy Malool voting against the resolutions, the Council authorized Union
County, on behalf of the township, to
apply to the New Jersey Division of
Fish and Wildlife for a special deer
management permit to conduct a hunt
in both reservations in the next few

months.
Acknowledging what he called “a
difficult issue,” Mayor Martin Marks
said the goal of the deer reduction
program is to bring the number of
deer in both reservations to about 20
per square mile.
He cited a number of reasons for
the hunt, including cars colliding with
deer near the Ashbrook Reservation;
destruction of the underbrush, which
the Mayor said can be ecologically
damaging; and what Mr. Marks called
“the mess left behind by the deer,”
which he said was “rather unpleasant
and perhaps a health risk.”
The mayor made his remarks in
response to a lengthy plea from Art
Lieberman, a Cooper Road resident,
for the township to consider other
alternatives to a deer hunt.
Saying the issue is “full of moral

concerns,” Mr. Lieberman said there
were other ways to control the burgeoning deer population in the
Ashbrook Reservation, including increased road signage warning drivers
of deer crossing local streets; the erection of a fence along Martine Avenue
between Raritan Road and the Clark
border; and a deer sterilization effort.
Mayor Marks said he was not convinced that some of Mr. Lieberman’s
solutions were viable.
Councilwoman Malool, in voting
against the resolutions as she has in
prior years, said she was “not comfortable with the hunt taking place
close to residential areas.”

In other business, Township Manager Thomas Atkins said he has been
getting numerous telephone calls from
residents about potential changes in
the township’s leaf collection program, especially the possibility of
mandatory leaf bagging.
New federal and state stormwater
management regulations are forcing
municipalities to address their leaf
collection efforts. But while the Township Council has not yet settled on a
solution, Mr. Atkins said mandatory
bagging, which he called “a tremendous burden,” is “the last option I
want to bring to the council and ask
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Swastika Drawn on Forehead
Of Baby Jesus in WF Créche
By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD -- Vandals struck the
crèche display at the Westfield train
station on North Avenue sometime
late last week, damaging five spotlights and drawing a swastika on the
forehead of the Baby Jesus figure in
the manger.
It was the second time an outdoor
nativity scene has been targeted recently – last week, the Baby Jesus
figure was reported stolen from the
crèche in front of Saint Helen’s Roman
Catholic Church on Rahway Avenue.
The statue, valued at $500 in financial
terms, has not yet been recovered.
The vandalism to the train station

display — sponsored by the Knights
of Columbus – was discovered by one
of the Knights members and reported
to police at 9 a.m. last Saturday.
Lieutenant John Parizeau of the
Westfield Police Department stated
the swastika had been drawn on the
Christ child figure’s face in black ink.
He confirmed that the incident remains under investigation.
He said there have been no other
recent incidents in the town involving
sacred images or houses of worship
being defaced with swastikas or other
such symbols. Anyone with information is asked to call the Westfield
Police Department at (908) 789-4000.
All calls will be kept confidential.

Township Council Authorizes
Deer Hunts at Reservations
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

you to do.”
He said township officials continued to look at all options, including,
perhaps, incentives for voluntary leaf
bagging by residents.
The council approved an ordinance
that re-zones a portion of townshipowned property on the island on Cooper Road as a “C-Conservation” zone,
thus putting it off-limits to development of any kind.
Councilwoman Malool noted that
it was the fifth such zone designated
since the conservation zone was established in late 2000.
The council approved another ordinance setting fees for materials distributed by the Township Police Department.
Councilwoman Malool said the
ordinance brings the township into
compliance with the state’s Open
Public Records Act by formalizing a
fee structure that has been in place for
the past two years.
The council also approved resolutions awarding bids for the leasing of

cellular telephone communications
space on the planned new communications tower at the south side
firehouse.
Lin Cellular, a joint effort between
AT&T and Cingular, bid $42,000,
which ensures its equipment is placed
highest on the new tower.
Verizon bid $27,545 and Sprint bid
$21,804, making the total for the three
bids just over $91,000 near the upper
end of the projected range initially
anticipated by township officials.
The initial term for the leases will
be 10 years, with options for two fiveyear extensions. The lease costs will
increase 3 percent annually.
The township will continue its animal control contract with Associated
Humane Societies of Newark for 2005
at a cost of about $34,500.
Mr. Atkins noted a lack of alternatives
in this area while Mayor Marks said that
“we are dealing with a de facto monopoly” as he urged Union County officials to seriously investigate a countysponsored animal control program.

Borough Council to Vote Feb. 8
On Downtown Redevelopment
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

He worries that “the property owners have had 10, 15, 20 years already to redevelop their properties,”
but have not done so. He is concerned that with the project being
done “piecemeal” that it “will result in a hodgepodge,” and that
“some properties may not be developed.”
Regarding Landmark, the developer that was chosen by the previous
administration, he felt that “Landmark had an outstanding plan, and
Fanwood deserves an outstanding
plan, not an assortment of developers.”
Councilman Kline is waiting to hear
the comments of the Planning Board
regarding the plan before making his
decision of how to vote.
Councilman Andrew Calamaras
also plans to vote for the revised plan,
but stated similar reservations and a
desire to look at the incentives given
to owners.
“I will vote for this because I feel it
is important that this move forward.
The actual site plan is impressive,
and if it happens, will be a real monument to Fanwood.”
After the comments of all council
members were made, Mayor Colleen
Mahr thanked the advisory committee who “worked very hard for eight
to nine months.”
She emphasized that “we listened
well and long” to the opinions of the
public regarding the downtown, and
the changes to the plan “reflect what
they had to say. We understand the
sentiments of the residents,” as well
as the property owners and merchants,
who she referred to as the “stakehold-

ers” in this issue.
“The property owners have told us
that they are ready to go, they are
interested in reinvesting in their properties, and I trust they will not let us
down,” Mayor Mahr said.
Regarding divided opinions and
comments relating to how long the
plans for redevelopment have been
delayed, she encouraged: “We need
to stop the rhetoric and move forward.”
The final reading of the ordinance
to amend the redevelopment plan will
be held and voted on at the Tuesday,
February 8, regular council meeting.
The public will have another opportunity at that time to voice opinions
during the open microphone portion
of the meeting.
Those who wish to attend should
note that Fanwood’s council meetings now begin at 7:30 p.m., rather
than the previous start time of 8 p.m.
In other business, Councilman
Molenaar reported that the reexamination of the Planning Board’s master plan has been approved and was
adopted before the conclusion of
2004. The board is required to perform an analysis of the plan every
six years, “to meet legal requirements,” stated Councilman
Molenaar.
Those wishing to view the reexamination report can find it online at
Fanwood’s
website
at
www.visitfanwood.com.
In her Public Works report, Councilwoman
Dolce
reminded
homeowners that after any snowfall
they are required to clear the sidewalks on their property within 24 hours.

M ARIO C. G URRIERI , E SQ .
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI, HEWIT & PALATUCCI
340 North Avenue

Cranford, New Jersey 07016

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?
Specializing in all aspects of Family Law
including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,
child support, division of assets, palimony,
premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,
restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to
changed financial circumstances, residence
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Borough of Fanwood
Appointments for 2005
FANWOOD -- The following appointments were made during the
reorganization of the Fanwood Borough Council on January 2.
Municipal Appointments
Eleanor McGovern, Borough administrator; Chief Financial Officer,
Frederick Tomkins; Dennis Estis,
Borough Attorney; Joseph Pryor,
Borough Engineer; Susan
MacMullen, Municipal Judge; Lara
Katherine DiFabrizio, Borough
Prosecutor; Kelly Waters, Public
Defender; Patricia Lusardi, Court
Administrator; Barbara Ferro,
Deputy Court Administrator; Colleen Huehn, Tax Collector; Michael
Ross, Tax Assessor; Borough Administrator Eleanor McGovern,
Public Agent; Borough Administrator Eleanor McGovern, Official Assessment Searcher; Official Tax
Searcher, Colleen Huehn; Donald
Domanoski, Police Chief; Richard
Regenthal, Fire Chief; Thomas
Scalera, Officer in Charge-Bureau of
Fire Prevention/Deputy Chief; Thomas Scalera, Fire Official; Joseph
Pryor, C-2 Collections Systems Operator; Nancy Koederitz, Zoning Officer; Nancy Koederitz, Public Officer; BoroughAdministrator Eleanor
McGovern, Personnel Director;
Katherine Mitchell and Donald
Domanoski, MunicipalAlliance Representatives; Bruce Helmstetter, Construction Official; Bruce Helmstetter,
Building Sub Code Official; Bruce
Helmstetter, Building Inspector;
Frank Oberlies, Fire Sub Code Official; Christian Jessen, Plumbing Sub
Code Official; Raymond Manfra,
Recycling Coordinator.
Fanwood’s Special Officers:
Class 2, Jack Ross; Howard Drewes.
Fanwood School Crossing
Guards: Agnes DiDario, Alan Krey,
Sigmund Mruczinski, James M.
Brewer, Vincent Krey, Marge Pate;
Subs: Lynn Sorf and Edward Frame.
Registered Nurses: Katherine
Mitchell.
Assessment Commission (oneyear terms); Joseph Nagy, December 31, 2005; George Weiss, December 31, 2005; William Populus,
December 31, 2005.
Environmental Commission
(Three- Year Term): Eric Gaulin,
December 31, 2007; Elizabeth
Trimpin, December 31, 2007; David
Schwartzberg (Alternate No. 1), December 31, 2005; Gayle Steinfeld
(Alternate No. 2), December 31, 2006.
Planning Board (four-year
terms): Peter Sayles, Class II, December 31, 2005; Gregory
Cummings, Class IV, December 31,
2008; Roseanne Tobey, Class IV,
December 31, 2007; Bruce Walsh,
Class IV (Alternate No. 1), December 31, 2006; Daniel Zucker, Class
IV (Alternate No. 2), December 31,
2005; William Lee, Class I, (Mayor’s
Designee), December 31, 2005.
Shade Tree Commission (FiveYear Term): Joanne Muoio, December 31, 2009; Tom Plante (Alternate
No. 1), December 31, 2005; Steve
Falco, Chairman, December 31, 2005.
Library Board of Trustees
(One-Year Term): Katherine
Mitchell, Mayor’s Representative,
December 31, 2005.
Shared Services Coordinating
Council: Colleen Mahr, Mayor, December 31, 2005; Andrew
Calamaras, December 31, 2005.
Union County Community Development Revenue Sharing Committee (one-year term): Mayor Colleen Mahr, December 31, 2005;
Mayor’s Alternate Representative,
William Populus, December 31, 2005;
Council’s Representative, Llewyellen
Fisher, December 31, 2005.
Union County Transportation
Advisory Committee (one-year
term):
Mayor’s Representative, William
Daly, December 31, 2005; Alter-

nate Representative, Councilman
Jack Molenaar, December 31, 2005.
Union County Air Traffic &
Noise Advisory Committee (OneYear Term): Lynn Brown, December 31, 2005.
Raritan Valley Rail Coalition
(One-year term): Harry McNally,
December 31, 2005.
Union County Cultural And
Heritage Programs Advisory
Board: (one-year term): Adele
Kenny, December 31, 2005, and
Tom Plante, Alternate, December
31, 2005.
Solid Waste Advisory Council
(One-year term): Raymond
Manfra, Representative, December
31, 2005; Robert Sommerich, Alternate Representative, December
31, 2005.
Cultural Arts Committee:
Councilwoman Mitchell, Council
Liaison; Adele Kenny, Chairwoman; Faith Grobman, Leslie
Minski; Seena Allen, Raj Dogra,
Robert Chang, Tom Plante, Carol
Oakes, and Dan Weiss.
Communications, Volunteerism,
TV 35 Committee: Seena Allen; Peter Billson; Mary Ann Kuhn; Victoria
Cook; Donna Dolce, Council Liaison; Charles Cooper; Joseph Nagy;
Laurie Feinberg; David Pickering;
Joan Feller; Robert Sommerich; Thomas Jedic, and George Weiss.
Fanwood Downtown Advisory
Committee: Joseph Higgins,
Chairman; Peter Chemidlin, Frank
Constanzi, Gregg Cummings, Jim
Dozier, April Dunleavy, Patricia
Hoynes, and Charles Mancuso
Standing Borough Council
Committees for 2005:
Administrative and Finance
Committee – Katherine Mitchell,
Chairwoman: Administration & Judicial, Katherine Mitchell; Communications and Volunteerism,
Donna Dolce; Board of Education,
Stuart Kline.
Public Safety Committee – Jack
Molenaar, Chairwoman; Police, Jack
Molenaar; Fire, Joseph Higgins;
Rescue Squad, Stuart Kline.
Public Works Committee –
Donna Dolce, Chairwoman: Public Works, Donna Dolce; Recycling,
Andrew Calamaras; Shade Tree
Commission, Joseph Higgins.
Land Use and Historic Preservation and Committee – Andrew
Calamaras, Chairman; Planning
Board, Zoning, Building, Jack
Molenaar; Historic Preservation,
Katherine Mitchell; Environmental
Commission, Andrew Calamaras.
Recreation and Community
Services – Joseph Higgins, Chairman; Recreation Commission, Joseph Higgins; Library Board,
Katherine Mitchell; Community
Events, Donna Dolce.
Health and Senior Services –
Stuart Kline, Chairman; Board of
Health/Local Public Assistance,
Stuart Kline; Senior Citizens, Andrew Calamaras; Plainfield Area
Regional Sewerage Authority
(PARSA), Jack Molenaar.
Historic Preservation Commission (Four-Year Term): Dolores
O’Brien, December 31, 2008; Edward Groskinsky, (Alternate no. 2),
December 31, 2006.
Local Assistance Board (Twoyear term): Theresa Cosmos, December 31, 2006.
Library Board of Trustees (fiveyear term): David Kiley, December
31, 2006; Al Mirabella, December 31,
2009; Ann Minski, December 2009.
Recreation Commission (fiveyear term): Robert Burke, December 31, 2008; Michael Brennan, December 31, 2009; Jennifer Gilbert,
December 31, 2006; Russell Wells,
December 31, 2009; Russell Yeager,
(Alternate no. 3), December 31,
2005; Robert Budiansky, (Alternate
no. 4) December 31, 2009.
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Ferguson Describes Region Hit
By Tsunami Like A War Zone
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Although floodwaters have receded,
pools of water remain and provide
perfect conditions for the onset of an
epidemic such as malaria.
Congress will vote soon on a
supplemental package to aid those
countries impacted by the tsunami,
Mr. Ferguson stated. President George
W. Bush has pledged $350 million in
aid to the region.
“The individual response from the
United States is quite evident, very
generous,” the congressman said.
He noted the “first-hand” evidence
he witnessed from the air and on the
ground would assist him and other
members of Congress that made the
trip in analyzing where resources need
to be directed.
“It’s important not to just throw
money at a problem,” he stated.
In the coming weeks, the congressman will visit schools and hold Town
Hall meetings throughout the Seventh Congressional District in an effort to increase statewide relief efforts already underway.
He expressed awe at how individuals from different cultural, political
and religious backgrounds have come
together to aid the tsunami victims,
adding how it reminded him of the
way people from all walks of life
joined forces following the September 11 attacks on the United States.
“No one cares about the differences, (between countries) they are
more concerned with assisting those
in need. This tragedy is an opportunity for the future of this country,”
Congressman Ferguson said. “It is an
opportunity for reconciliation.”
He was also profoundly affected
by how proud the people of the area
are and their unwillingness to take
handouts even in the wake of such

sizable destruction. The victims expressed their desire to work for the
aid they were receiving, as charity is
difficult for them to accept. As a result, Congressman Ferguson is trying
to have boats repaired or replaced for
fishermen so they can go back to
work.
He said as floodwaters recede,
debris and destruction can be seen
everywhere. Volunteers are packaging materials daily for survivors living in camps and temples and distributing them to the victims.
“It’s extraordinary how people have
put aside their differences to assist
people in need,” Congressman
Ferguson commented. “(We’re discovering) things that used to divide
us really don’t matter at all.”
Congressman Ferguson said the relief teams, particularly the United
States military, are making a difference. He said their morale is high as
they are eager to do and give everything they have to the relief effort.
“I’m so proud of soldiers, our young
people — their morale is high,” he
said.
The crew of Abraham Lincoln has
been “very impressive,” he said. He
said crewmembers on the aircraft carrier constantly stop their captain, asking when they can go to shore to help.
He remarked that the aircraft carrier is “amazing” in that it can produce drinking water from seawater. It
has an excess capacity of 79,000 gallons per day and that this production
of drinking water is being delivered
to the disaster victims.
Congressman Ferguson noted that
the United States military has been
there for two weeks providing help.
He said United Nations relief workers just started showing up this week.

Area Neighbors to Be Heard
At Cooper Hearing in March
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

rejected requests by the applicant to
purchase a small sliver of adjacent
municipal-owned land to bring the
AT&T property into lot-size compliance and had also refused a request to
purchase the property itself so that the
entire island would be townshipowned.
Elizabeth McKenzie, a professional
planner, pointed out that the site met
all zoning criteria except size and that
the application was “well within the
parameters” of the intent and purpose
of local zoning ordinances.
James Bielefeldt, representing
AT&T, told the board that the building
on the site has been there for several
decades but, due to technology improvements, has been unused for the
past few years and is no longer of use
to the utility, which is the reason for
the telephone company’s wish to sell
the property.
Mr. Kastrud presented to the board
an overview of the site plan. The proposed house, he said, would face the
westbound lane of Cooper Road, with
a long driveway extending from the
house to a point on westbound Cooper
Road, just north of where the roadway
splits.
Mr. Kastrud maintained that there
would be no additional storm water
runoff resulting from development of
the property and said much of the
property will remain unchanged. Only
the center of the lot is slated for tree
clearance and other landscaping, a socalled “limit of disturbance,” in order
to make room for the house.
Bahman Izadmehr conducted traffic studies on Cooper Road and concluded that the proposed home would
not negatively affect vehicular traffic
in the neighborhood. He said site distances from the driveway were “adequate.”
He drew derisive laughter from residents when he said after Mr.
Bielefeldt’s earlier statement that the
building had been unused for the past
several years, that there had been no
reported car accidents at the intersection of Cooper Road and the existing
driveway leading to the AT&T building between 2000-2002.
Under questioning from Marc
Rogoff, an attorney representing Vince
DeLisi, a Cooper Road resident, Mr.
Izadmehr admitted he had not conducted any formal traffic counts on
Cooper Road and had visited the area

twice, on the afternoon of December
24 and on New Year’s Day.
During their own questioning of the
four witnesses representing the applicant, members of the board focused on
concerns about traffic safety near the
proposed house and on the overall
suitability of building a home on an
isolated piece of property. Speaking of
a family living in the proposed house,
Board Chairman James Fawcett asked,
“How do they interact [with the neighborhood.] How does this house work
in this neighborhood?”
Ms. McKenzie maintained the home
would function the same as others in
the area, noting that other neighborhood homes are located some distance
from Cooper Road, at the end of culde-sacs, similar to the somewhat isolated nature of the proposed island
property.
“There are plenty of people who
might enjoy the privacy of the [island]
lot,” she said, adding that she was”
convinced that it is an eminently buildable site.”
There were also questions about the
height of the proposed house. A sketch
was displayed of a typical house that
could be built on the property, which
rises about 15 feet above the roadway.
The home itself would be about 35
feet high, and board member Tim
Livolsi asked Ms. McKenzie whether
the combined height of about 50 feet
concerned her. She reminded the board
of plans to retain the trees beyond the
so-called “limit of disturbance,” which
she said would provide a screening for
the home’s occupants as well as for the
neighbors, who she felt “are not going
to see very much of [the house].”
Several questions were also directed
at Mr. Izadmehr regarding traffic and
related safety issues.
He told Mr. Livolsi that fire trucks
would be able to turn easily into the
driveway in the event of an emergency.
In response to a question from Board
member Sharynn Porter, he said he
had not done targeted traffic studies
during certain times of the day because there was no need to do so.
“It’s a residential road,” he said, and
the addition of one new driveway is
not going to create a problem when
none exists at present.
The Zoning Board will resume the
hearing at its Thursday, March 3, meeting.

OWEN BRAND
Your Home-Town
MORTGAGE BANKER

removal from New Jersey, visitation
modifications and transfers of custody.

ISB MORTGAGE CO., LLC

32 years of continuous practice in Family Law
Union County Early Settlement Arbitration
Panelist 25 years
Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Residential - Construction
Commercial - Bridge Loans

Accredited Mediator
Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,
Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

Local: (908) 789-2730
Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 26
obrand@isbmortgageco.com

For More Information:

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net

Licensed Mortgage Bankers - NJ Dept. of Banking
Equal Housing Lender

Page

2

The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

Thursday, January 13, 2005

WF Planning Board OK’s
Mixed-Use on South Avenue
By KIMBERLY BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – The town’s planning board granted final site approval
to Joseph Buontempo regarding the
development of 728-734 South Avenue, West last Thursday night to demolish an existing two-and-a-half story
building on each lot and construct a
three-story mixed use building. Six
residential units will be included in
the building.
According to testimony given by
Robert Kraus, Mr. Buontempo’s attorney, the application was first heard by
the board last July and was revised for
the January meeting.
Mr. Kraus noted that the new building seeking approval was reduced in
size and that the landscaping had been
modified. He noted that the applicant
submitted a whole new application.
The first to testify on behalf of the
project was architect Roger Winkle,
who stated “the size of the project has
been reduced substantially.”
He noted that originally there were
eight residential units (four being two
bedrooms and four as three bedrooms)
planned for the building and that now
there were six. The current plan is for
five two-bedroom units and one threebedroom unit.
This, he stated, “reduced the habitable area ratio.” He noted that the first
floor of the building was designed as
retail space while the remaining two
would house the apartments.
Also testifying was traffic consultant Andrew Feranda who noted that
the project was short only two parking
spaces. Westfield ordinance requires
28 spaces for the project and 26 are
proposed.
Mr. Feranda did point out, however,
that the parking needed for the building
would peak at different times of the

day. He stated that the retail spaces
would peak a need for parking at 2
p.m., while those who are living in the
building would be using the spaces the
most at 2 a.m., as most people are home
from work and sleeping at this time.
Professional planner Charles Starks
defined all nine variances that the applicant was seeking relief from and
noted that most of them were minor. He
said that one was even eliminated because the applicants had scaled down
their project from the original plan.
The variances applied for include
relief from putting in a loading/unloading space, two illumination variances, parking spaces for both the
residential and retail use, a minimum
parking set-back, minimum aisle width
and allowable fence height.
Conditions for the project include no
medical use in the retail space, removing the fence to put in a natural barrier,
aligning the doors with the roof gables
and being subject to approval of the site
plan review committee. Other conditions require the applicant to use real
stone on the front of the building, installing true divided light in the front of the
building, banking two parking spaces
and subjecting the signage, drainage,
lighting and grading to approval by the
site plan review committee.
Before the start of the Planning Board
meeting, Jay Boyle was reelected as
Chairman and Robert Newell was reelected as Vice Chairman.
Russell Finestein was re-appointed
as the Planning Board attorney. Other
members of the Planning Board include David Hall, William Cariste, Matt
Nilsen, William Ziff, James Foerst,
Anthony Attanasio and Phil Leary.
Mr. Newell was also appointed to the
Historic Preservation Committee.
The next board meeting is scheduled
for Monday, February 7, at 8 p.m.

Donate Your Car
Westfield / Mountainside Chapter

Help Can’t Wait
Call: 1-888-999-HELP (4357)
One Call Does It All
Tax Deductible • Free Towing
Any Make / Any Model • Cars Trucks & Vans
*Some restrictions apply.

Advertising supplied by SAS

DEDICATED ALZHEIMER’S/MEMORY
IMPAIRMENT PROGRAM

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Subdivision Hearing Focuses
On Stormwater System in SP
By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

EMERGENCY ROOM…Robert Wood Johnson University Hospital at Rahway
(RH) tripled the size of its emergency department by adding a new 15,000-square
foot building at a cost of over $8 million. Patients are guaranteed to see a nurse in
15 minutes and a doctor in 30 minutes or the hospital pays the bill. The expanded
space can accommodate 45,000 patients per year. Pictured during the January 9
ribbon cutting, from left to right, are: Lynn Kearney, Director of Ambulatory
Services; Thomas Seeburger, Merck & Co., Inc.; Kirk Tice, RH president &
CEO; G. Allen Geyer, chairman, RH Board of Governors; Stephen Ford,
President of RH Medical & Dental Staff; Dr. Frank Light, Past Chairman, RH
Foundation; Rahway Mayor James Kennedy; Christine Kline, President, RH
Auxiliary; and Arlene Tomchik, Vice President, RH Patient Services.

County to Install Surveillance
In Parks and Recreation
By PAUL PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH – County officials
announced last week that the
county is looking to install a closed
circuit surveillance system at 17 of
the county’s parks and/or recreational facilities.
“The purpose of this system will
be to provide security for remote
areas and park facilities that are
not under continuous surveillance,”
a statement on the board’s January
6 agenda confirmed.
The freeholders will vote tonight,
Thursday, January 13, on whether
to issue a $92,000 contract to Consolidated Construction Management Services Corporation of Colts
Neck for the design of the 24-hour
monitoring system.
County Parks and Recreation Director Charles Sigmund told the
board last week that the new Union
County public safety building under construction in Westfield will
house monitors whereby county
police can watch the county’s parks
and recreational facilities.
He said county police would be
able to monitor suspicious persons
to protect the public, while at the
same time lessening vandalism that
occurs in the parks.
“It’s to protect our investment
and to protect the user public,” said
Mr. Sigmund.
Freeholder Nancy Wood said she
wants the proper language included
in the contract to ensure the installation of the equipment is com-

pleted properly.
“It’s important that the county
protects itself,” she said.
The Parks and Recreation Department is working with the Department of Public Safety on the
installation of the surveillance system.
In other business, the board is
set to hire This Is It! Concept and
Event Production of Hoboken to
plan and produce the county’s
Musicfest at Echo Lake Park program on Saturday, September 17,
at a cost of $99,300.
The company also will be the
promoter, at a cost of $77,000, for
the annual Kids Kingdom Traveling Jubilee Tour on Saturday, June
11; Sunday, July 10; Sunday, August 7, and Saturday, September 17.
The board also is set to vote on a
$236,405 contract for the purchase
of law books and materials for
county departments.
“That’s a lot of money to spend
on books,” said Freeholder Dan
Sullivan.
County Counsel Robert Barry
said county departments needed to
have updated reference materials.
He said of the total amount,
$20,000 is for his office, but that
the cost to update reference materials for the Prosecutor’s Office
would be significantly higher. The
reference books also are utilized
by other departments, such as
Runnells Specialized Hospital of
Union County and the Department
of Public Safety.

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Planning Board will hold a
fourth hearing on a major subdivision
application on Cushing Road at its
next meeting in two weeks.
Representatives for Helltemp LLC,
the applicant, made a detailed presentation on Monday night about a proposed stormwater filtration system
for the site, and also heard board complaints
about
the
late submissions of its revised plans
and other pertinent documents. When
the hearing ran past 11 p.m., the board
said residents living near the
proposed development would have an
opportunity to question Helltemp representatives at its January 24 meeting.
Helltemp is seeking board approval
to subdivide four adjoining lots “two
facing Terrill Road and two facing
Cushing Road” into seven lots.
Single-family homes are presently
situated on the four lots; Helltemp
proposes to retain the two Terrill
Road homes, raze the two homes on
Cushing Road, create a cul-de-sac
south of Cushing Road and create
five new lots around that cul-de-sac
where five homes would be built.
Concerns have been raised
throughout the hearings, which began in November, about possible
excessive rainwater runoff from the
development across Cushing Road
into Plainfield.
After a request for more specific
information about its stormwater
drainage control plans, Helltemp last
month presented a revised site plan
calling for an underground detention system on the two properties
facing Cushing Road.
Board members then asked for information about the costs of a system, which was provided on Monday evening by Adam Sapp, senior
regional manager with Stormwater
Management Inc., a manufacturer of
stormwater management and filtration systems.
He explained to the board his
company’s products, which he said
would provide the 80 percent filtration of stormwater runoff that is required by state regulations issued a
year ago.
Mr. Sapp displayed his company’s
equipment, which involve a series of
keg-sized filters placed in a concrete
vault buried below ground that is connected to catch basins on the street.
Helltemp would pay for maintenance on the system, which will include the annual cleaning of collected silt from the vault and the
replacement of the filters, for the
first several years after the development is completed, according to
Helltemp’s attorney Robert Kraus.
After that period, responsibility

for maintenance would be transferred
to the owners of the five new homes
on the cul-de-sac.
Board members and Board Engineer Thomas Quinn expressed their
frustration that they had not been
provided with a current set of documents substantiating Helltemp’s
newly presented proposals on the
detention and filtration system.
Board member Harriet Shafran
said it was important for Mr. Quinn
“to have all the information so he
can advise us,” and called Helltemp’s
late submissions “a hindrance” to
the application process.
Maria Sartor, who at the start of
the meeting was elected Board Chairwoman, said there was a feeling
among the board that the application
itself was “very incomplete.”
Prior to the Cushing Road application, the board gave its approval to
a revised lot layout plan submitted
by Terranova Builders LLC, which
will be seeking Board approval for a
major subdivision off Morse Avenue
between Westfield Road and Ascot
Road.
Initial plans showed three lots being divided into six lots surrounding
a cul-de-sac, with several of the lot
configurations being highly irregular in shape.
Revised plans were submitted on
Monday that included straighter lot
lines.
Several residents living near the
proposed development raised concerns about stormwater runoff and
potential flooding from any new
building, but Terranova representatives said the development would
include adequate drainage and runoff control to alleviate any possible
flooding.
The board will hold a separate
hearing on the application for the
subdivision itself at a later date.

Westfield Library
Board of Trustees
Meeting Schedule
The Board of Trustees of the
Westfield Memorial Library has announced its regular public
meeting,schedule for 2005. Meetings
are held in the Program Room of the
Westfield Memorial Library, 550 East
Broad Street at 8 p.m.
This year’s meetings, held on
Thursdays with the exception of the
December 27 meeting which will be
held on Tuesday, are as follows:
January 27; February 24; March
24; April 28; May 26; June 23; September 22; October 27; November
17; December 15, and December 27.
For further information, please call
Joan Thermann at (908) 789-4090,
ext.
no.
4118,
e-mail
jtherman@wmlnj.org or e-mail Elise
Sherman at wmlpr@wmlnj.org.

JUXTAPOSE
GALLERY

S TA N D A R D W I T H E V E R Y S U I T E
At Chelsea Senior Living, personal attention goes well
beyond just lending a helping hand with daily activities.
Warm smiles and friendly greetings are standard fare.
Our staff is dedicated to giving every resident the very
best care and individual support possible.
Assisted Living at its finest… at a reasonable cost.
Call us today to schedule your visit.

Come Home to The Chelsea.

The Chelsea at Fanwood
295 South Avenue
Fanwood, NJ 07023

908-654-5200
For more information on our other locations call

1-877-CHELSEA
www.chelseaseniorliving.com

Personal Injury. . .

PERSONAL ATTENTION
THE ONLY ATTORNEY
INVOLVED IN YOUR CASE

“25 Years of Experience
Settling Significant Injury
and Accident Cases.”

F R A N C I S M. S M I T H

2281 South Avenue, Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

Call For a

Free Consultation:
908-233-5800

Creative Custom
Framing
Design Consultation &
Creative Matting
Needlepoint
Box Framing
Shadow Boxes for
Memorabilia
Mirrors

Serving The Community For 30 Years

JUXTAPOSE GALLERY
58 Elm Street• Westfield

908-232-3278
www.juxtaposegallery.com
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22nd District News
Stender Encourages Residents to
Support Community Theaters

21st District News
Asm. Jon Bramnick, Westfield

Laser Beam Bill Proposed to
Prevent Air Traffic Disruption

by Assemblywoman Linda Stender
Fanwood

SCOTCH PLAINS — Assemblywoman Linda Stender of Fanwood
(D-22) is urging residents to take
advantage of the state’s talented performing artists and pick up a 2005
Professional Theatre Calendar.
“New Jersey is home to some of the
most talented artists in the nation,”
said Assemblywoman Stender. “I encourage all residents to pick up a
theatre calendar and take advantage
of the wonderful productions performed in New Jersey.”
Professional Theatre Calendars,
produced by the New Jersey Theatre

Alliance, are free of charge and can
be ordered by calling the office of
Assemblywoman Linda Stender at
(908) 668-1900. Anyone interested
can also pick up a calendar at the
Assemblywoman’s office located at
1801 East Second Street in Scotch
Plains.
The New Jersey Theatre Alliance
is an association of professional, notfor-profit theatres in New Jersey. For
additional information about the New
Jersey Theatre Alliance, please visit
their
Website
at
www.njtheatrealliance.org.

School ‘Give Me Five’ Plan
To Aid Tsunami Victims
By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Roosevelt Intermediate School in Westfield has joined
the crusade to help those affected by the
tsunami that devastated parts of Southeast Asia on December 26.
They have launched a fundraiser
called “Give Me Five,” referring to
the minimum dollar amount suggested for donation. The students
hope to raise $5,000 by urging everyone in the Roosevelt community
to contribute.
Victims of the unforeseen disaster
have virtually no way of picking up the
pieces of their destroyed lives without
others coming to their aid. Entire villages were leveled and food and clean
drinking water are non-existent. At
present, the death toll is calculated at
around 150,000 people, with that number increasing daily as more and more
victims continue to wash ashore.
Unless clean drinking water, food
and medicine can be made readily available, the threat of disease is imminent.
Matthew Block, Student Council
Advisor and eighth grade history teacher
at Roosevelt, along with Principal
Stewart Carey and members of the Student Council, came up with the
fundraising idea upon returning to
school on January 3.
According to Mr. Block, the students
were very concerned about the victims
and were eager to help in the relief
effort.
“It is nice to see the kids caring about
kids that live so far away. I think it is
excellent that they are showing this
kind of initiative,” Mr. Block commented.
The Student Council and the Yearbook Club both met and voted to donate
$500 each to the effort. Each student
who makes a donation will have his or
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her hand traced on the bulletin board
located in the main lobby of the school
showing their support for the victims.
Only days into the effort, the board is
already filling up. The fundraiser was
slated to begin on Monday, but student
donations began coming in last Thursday.
Dr. Robert Petix, Principal of
Westfield High School, stated that similar efforts are being seen throughout the
high school. The Asian Awareness Club
began collecting for the victims last
week during lunch period. Donation
boxes also are located in the main office
of the school.
“Right now, our efforts include a
short range collection and a long-range
plan to raise funds,” Dr. Petix said,
referring to events that are being planned
for the near future. One such event will
be a student/faculty basketball game,
with all proceeds going to the tsunami
victims.
Other schools in the area have also
begun to discuss how their student bodies will aid in the relief efforts. Those
interested in making a donation can
stop by the main office at either the high
school or intermediate school.
For additional information, please
call Roosevelt Intermediate School at
(908) 789-4560 or Westfield High
School at (908) 789-4500.

LOCAL THERAPISTS ON BOARD…The New Jersey Association of Women
Therapists recently announced its Board of Directors for 2005. Pictured, left to
right, are: front row; Sharon McCobin of New Providence, Helen Lindsay of
Westfield, Lynn Kramer of Summit and Brenda Forte of Morristown; back row,
Janet Kessler of Summit, Regina Benson of West Caldwell, Sue Hirner of Summit,
Amy Mahoney and Barbara Stumm-Gray, both of Westfield, and Mary Lou
Daley of Chatham. Not pictured are Susan Orshan, Debbie Frank, Jennifer
Johnson, Maureen Kritzer-Lange and Lenore Lerner.

Port Authority Names
Chabrier Development Dir.
NEW YORK -- The Port Authority the United Way of Essex and West
has named Wil Chabrier of Westfield Hudson. He also serves on the Willto be the agency's new Director of its iams College Alumni Society ExecuOffice of Regional and Economic De- tive Committee. He is a graduate of
velopment.
Williams College and
"Wil's 11 years of
attended Yale Univeroutstanding service
sity School of Manand his thorough unagement. He resides
derstanding of rein Westfield with his
gional transportation
wife and four chiland economic develdren.
opment issues make
The Port Authorhim the perfect choice
ity also named Lash
for this position," said
Green as General
Michael Francois, the
Manager of Business
Port Authority's Chief
and Job Opportunity.
of Real Estate & EcoMr. Green most renomic Development.
cently held the posi"He will be respontion of Manager of
sible for the Port
Business Utilization
Wil Chabrier
Authority's economic
in the Business and
development initiatives, helping the Job Opportunity unit. While he
organization to expand upon its mis- served in this capacity, more minorsion to strengthen the economic com- ity and women-owned businesses
petitiveness of the New York/New were contracted to work on Port
Jersey region,"
Authority construction projects than
Mr. Chabrier's most recent posi- at any other time in the agency’s
tion was General Manager of Busi- history.
ness and Job Opportunity, assisting
A Harvard graduate, Mr. Green
small, minority-owned, and women- lives in Scotch Plains with his wife
owned companies in acquiring con- and two children.
tracts with the agency, and providing
small business development programs
and information on contracting opportunities. During his career with
the agency, Mr. Chabrier has also
held the positions of Business Manager of Waterfront Development and
Executive Assistant to the Chief of
Planning and External Affairs.
Mr. Chabrier is an active community leader who serves on the board of

TRENTON — Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick (R-21) has co-sponsored
legislation that would upgrade the
crime for knowingly pointing a laser
beam at transportation vehicles such
as airplanes and helicopters.
Specifically, the bill would make
the purposeful pointing of a laser
beam at the operator of a vehicle,
railroad car, trolley car, subway car,
ferry, airplane or other transportation
facility, a crime of as high as the
second degree, Assemblyman
Bramnick said.
The crime would start out as a
disorderly persons offense and could
be upgraded depending on the extent
of the injury or property damage
caused by recklessly or knowingly
pointing a laser lighting device at the
operator of these vehicles.
“Recent events have made clear
that this is an increasingly common
problem,” said Assemblyman
Bramnick, a Westfield resident. “If
we do not take action to crack down
on these incidents now, we will be
leaving the door open to the possibility of a far more serious incident with
potentially tragic consequences in the
near future.”
The introduction of the bill comes
days after a Parsippany man was questioned for his involvement in pointing a laser light at an aircraft and then
at a police helicopter last week in
North Jersey.
Similar incidents have taken place
recently in Ohio and Utah. These

Networking Lunches
Offered by Chamber
WESTFIELD – The Westfield Area
Chamber of Commerce invites business
people to a networking lunch on Thursday, January 20 from 12 to 1:30 p.m. at
the Sunrise Assisted Living Center, 240
Springfield Avenue, Westfield.
Through the “8 Minute Meeting”
system, attendees meet a group of
people in a short period by engaging
in focused, targeted one-on-one conversation. Seating is limited, so reservations are requested by January 17.
Please call the chamber office for
more information at (908) 233-3021.

lasers can distract, if not temporarily
blind, pilots and have in nine cases
led to aborted landings according to
the FAA, Assemblyman Bramnick
said.
Assemblyman Bramnick is cosponsoring the legislation with Assemblyman Francis Bodine of Mount
Laurel (R-8), a member of the Assembly Homeland Security & State
Preparedness Committee.

Generosity Helps
Provide For Needy
Union County Families
ELIZABETH — Thanks to generous support from individuals and businesses throughout Union County,
more than 250 families received food
baskets through “Operation Breadbasket” run by the sheriff’s department. Also, the sheriff’s “Tree of
Hope” initiative provided holiday
gifts for more than 100 sick and abused
children.
Boxes of food were assembled and
delivered in the week before Christmas. The food baskets included about
$100 worth of food, including turkeys and chickens, orange juice, milk,
bread, eggnog, butter and more.
“Despite their own difficulties and
economic uncertainties, the people
of Union County and the business
community rallied to help their neighbors in need, as they always have,”
Sheriff Ralph Froehlich said.
Sheriff Froehlich started “Operation Breadbasket” while an Elizabeth
police officer in the 1960s and expanded it countywide after he was
elected sheriff in 1977. For nine years,
“Tree of Hope” has provided gifts for
children with terminal illnesses, who
have been victimized by domestic violence, and whose lives have been affected by HIV/AIDS.
“Tree of Hope” accepts contributions of money (tax-deductible), toys
and clothing throughout the year.
Donations can be sent to: Tree of
Hope, P.O. Box 4, Kenilworth,
07033. For more information, please
call the Tree of Hope Hotline at
(908) 558-2574.

The James Ward Mansion

Lash Green

of Westfield

Corporate Events • Business Meetings
Teambuilding Events • Wine Tasting Events
Private Group Cooking Class Events
Weddings • Engagement Parties
Rehearsal Dinners • Fundraisers

Monday - Saturday 9 AM - 9:30 PM Sunday 12 PM - 8 PM

NEW LOOK • BETTER SELECTION • BETTER PRICES

SPECIAL WINTER SALE
4 DAYS ONLY • January 13 to January 16, 2005
Quantities are limited and on first come first serve basis.
(All items have been kept and maintained in a temperature controlled wine room.)

COLLECTABLE WINES
Achaval Ferrer Finca Altamira Malbec 2001
Jaboulet Hermitage La Chapelle 1999
Chateau Pincho Longueville Comtesse de Lalande 2001
Krug Brut N.V.
Taylor Fladgate Vintage 2000 Port
Smith Woodhouse Vintage 1997 Port
Graham’s Vintage 2000 Port
Stags Leap S. L. V. Cabernet 1998
Giacosa Falletto Barbaresco 1997
Giacosa Falletto Barbaresco 1998
Giacosa le Rocce Barolo 1998
Chateau Lafite Rothschild 1995
Amizetta Cabernet Savignon
Stags Leap Cask 23 1998
Penfolds RWT Barossa Valley Shiraz 2001
Hartwell Merlot 2000
Chateau La Conseillante Pomerol 1999
Spring Mountain Syrah 1995 / 1996
D’Arenberg The Dead Arm Shiraz 2002
Robert Mondavi Cabernet Sauvignon Reserve 2001
Dolce Late harvest 1998 375ML
Barnett Vinyards Cabernet Sauvignon 1999
Luce 1997
Behrens & Hitchcock Cabernet Sauvignon 2000
Scallette IL Carbonaione 1998
Chateau Milens St. Emilion 1998

Regular
Price

Sale
Price

$89.99
$125.00
$86.99
$143.99
$100.00
$50.00
$83.00
$102.00
$132.00
$120.00
$152.00
$275.00
$60.00
$170.00
$89.99
$90.00
$99.00
$58.00
$75.00
$125.00
$82.00
$55.00
$75.00
$71.00
$65.00
$75.00

$70.00
$100.00
$70.00
$115.00
$80.00
$40.00
$66.00
$82.00
$105.00
$96.00
$122.00
$220.00
$48.00
$136.00
$72.00
$72.00
$79.00
$46.00
$60.00
$100.00
$66.00
$44.00
$60.00
$57.00
$52.00
$60.00

And many more . . . Stop by and check out Peterson’s New Wine Cellar.

20% Off

10% Off

any 12 bottles or more of wine

any 6 bottles or more of wine

Mix and Match is O.K. Sales Items are excluded. 750 ml Only.

Mix and Match is O.K. Sales Items are excluded. 750 ml Only.

We reserve the right to limit quantities while quantities last. Not responsible for typographical errors. All prices do not include state sales tax.

Call Josephine Gallagher, Managing Agent, at
908-389-0014 for additional information and pricing.

La Marque Fur Salon

There’s No Substitute For Quality
As master craftsmen in the manufacturing fur industry for well
over 40 years, we at La Marque Fur Salon would like to call your attention
to the truth in fur advertising. Let’s get right to the point.
Some stores tend to mislead the
consumer by constantly advertising 40% to
80% off. These inflated
markdowns usually involve
poor grade, mass produced,
commercial quality imported
garments marked up to
unrealistic levels. These
furs never actually sold at the
higher, inflated prices and
the percentage reduction is
merely a come-on without
factual reality. As an intelligent
consumer, do you honestly
believe that you can purchase
a $7,995.00 ultra high quality
mink coat for a ridiculously
low sale price of $1,995.00?
Ask yourself, “What is the
actual value of any item that could allow a
retailer to legitimately discount that item for
up to 80% off and remain in business? The

reality of it all is that no matter how that so
called sale item is merchandised, you genuinely
get what you pay for.
At La Marque Fur
Salon, we intensely value the
trust and integrity that our
customers have placed in us.
We are totally devoted to
providing the very finest in
fur fashions and related
services at genuine savings.
Our customers are our
greatest asset and your total
satisfaction is our most
a d v a n t a g e o u s fo r m o f
advertising. If you want
cheap furs at highly inflated
discount pricing, don’t
come to us. If you want
fashion, quality and value for your hard earned
dollars, DON’T GO ANYWHERE ELSE.

THERE IS NO SUBSTITUTE FOR QUALITY, AND A QUALITY GARMENT
WILL NEVER EMBARRASS YOU AFTER A FEW WEARINGS.
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From Whitewater to Westfield: Michael
Chertoff Now Heads Homeland Security
President George W. Bush nominated Judge
Michael Chertoff, formally of Westfield, to be
the Secretary of Homeland Security on Tuesday,
January 11.
“He’s been confirmed by the Senate three times.
In all of his roles, Mike has shown a deep commitment to the cause of justice, and an unwavering
determination to protect the American people.
Mike has also been a key leader in the war on
terror. On September 11, 2001, he was managing
the Criminal Division of the Department of Justice, an 800-person operation devoted to enforcing our nation’s criminal laws. In the days after
September 11, Mike helped trace the terrorist
attacks to the al Qaeda network. He understood
immediately that the strategy on the war on terror
is to prevent attacks before they occur. His energy
and intellect put him at the center of many vital
Homeland Security improvements, especially increased information sharing within the FBI and
with state and local officials,” said President Bush.
“Mike is a talented and experienced public servant. In his stellar career, he has been a judge on
the United States Court of Appeals for the Third
Circuit; he’s been an Assistant Attorney General
of the United States; he’s been the U.S. Attorney
for New Jersey, a federal prosecutor in New York
City, and a law clerk to Supreme Court Justice
William Brennan.”
In 2001, Mr. Chertoff was featured in This Is
Westfield because even then we knew he was something special. And now, he has a big job helping to
defend this nation – something special indeed.
After his tenure from 1990 to 1994 as United
States Attorney concluded, Mr. Chertoff and his
family were looking to move from their Mountainside
residence to a new home.
“We knew Westfield, we patronized the stores,

we had friends who lived there,” he told This Is
Westfield.
So in the mid-1990s, Mr. Chertoff and his wife
Meryl, settled on the north side of town. Calling
Westfield “a wonderful town,” Mr. Chertoff said he
likes the town for several reasons.
“There is a warm, wonderful group of people here.
We have a lot of friends here,” noted Mr. Chertoff.
Mr. Chertoff was a native of Elizabeth and now
resides in Bernards Township.
For approximately 10 years, he shouldered the
responsibilities of federal prosecutor for New Jersey
and the southern area of New York. During that time,
Mr. Chertoff collaborated with the Customs Service
while investigating cases involving money laundering, narcotics trafficking and export control violations.
Mr. Chertoff was also responsible for overseeing
probes into organized crime and white collar crime.
From 1991to 1994, he participated in some of the
top levels of the Department of Justice while serving
as a member of the Attorney General’s Advisory
Committee of United States Attorneys.
From 1995 to 1996, he took the helm and made
headlines as Republican Counsel to the Senate
Whitewater Committee, investigating the Whitewater
real estate transaction.
In that role, which he held for approximately 13
months, Mr. Chertoff confronted the current New
York State Senator Hillary Rodham Clinton and
others, asking the toughest questions.
In October 2000, he agreed to aid the Senate
Committee in analyzing New Jersey police documents in order to determine the involvement by
Former New Jersey Attorney General Peter Verniero
in racial profiling throughout the state.
We’re proud of Mr. Chertoff – confident and
thankful.

It’s Not Too Early to Consider
Running For the School Board
Now that the new year has begun, it is not too soon
to start looking at this year’s school elections in
Westfield, Scotch Plains-Fanwood and
Mountainside. Although the deadline to file nominating positions is at 4 p.m. on Monday, February 28,
the planning process should begin shortly for potential candidates. School elections will be held Tuesday, April 12.
In order to serve on a local school board, a
candidate must have one year’s residency in the
district and, of course, be both an American citizen
and a registered voter. A candidate can not have a
claim against or have a contract with the district
they are running for office. Members of the current
municipal governing body can not serve as school
board members. A minimum of 10 signatures are
required on nominating petitions which can be
picked up in the business office of the respective
school district.
In Westfield this year, the seats occupied byArlene
Gardner, Alice Honeycutt and William Ziff are up
for reelection. The terms of Edward Saridacki, Jr.
and Trip Whitehouse, both of Scotch Plains and
Susan Dyckman of Fanwood expire in April on the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Education. In
Mountainside, the seats of Peter Goggi and John
Standish Perrin are up for grabs this year.
The past few years have not seen the enthusiasm of
persons wanting to run for local school board seats
as was the case in the mid-1990s. Serving on the
local school board is and should be a noble service.
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School board members are the policy makers who
make the difficult decisions on the type of curriculum that will be taught in our schools. They also vote
on capital expenditures that impact the maintenance
of school buildings for years to come, and of course
they have a say on the hiring of teachers and school
administrators. Those persons who are elected to a
school board for the first time are required under
state law to attend a New Jersey School Boards
Association training program.
Candidates are invited to attend a school board
candidates briefing at North Brunswick High School
on Monday, March 21, at 7 p.m. The program is
sponsored by the New Jersey School Boards Association and the county school board associations.
This session is for Hunterdon, Mercer, Middlesex,
Monmouth, Somerset and Union counties. For information, please call (877) 294-6418.
Serving on a school board requires many hours of
one’s time each month at board and standing committee meetings. School board members need to be
informed on complex policies, legal matters, legislation and labor contracts. They also work closely with
school administrators, staff, Parent-Teacher Organizations and parents. School board members need to
be able to listen to the public while also defending
the policies of the school board.
This year we hope to see more local residents
apply for school board candidacy. The decisions the
school board make today can have a positive impact
on the lives our children for years to come.

Assemblyman Eric Munoz, Summit
Once again this year homeowners will
likely pick up the newspaper and read
how their property taxes have gone up by
record amounts. Of course, one need not
read about it in the newspaper. They can
see in their own checkbooks the everincreasing toll that rising property tax
bills are taking on their finances each
year.
To New Jersey homeowners it must
sound like a broken record. Every year the
newspapers report record increases in property tax rates and every year Trenton promises to do something to fix the problem.
Unfortunately, the past three budget cycles
have yielded no solution and little relief.
Finally, this year it appeared that a real
long-term solution could be on the horizon. The Legislature had appointed a task
force to look at a new approach to resolving the property tax crisis.
The 15-member Property Tax Convention Task Force recently met to study
New Jersey’s property tax crisis and to
determine whether our state should hold
a constitutional convention to address the
property tax issue.
I have been supportive of the idea of a
property tax convention because I believe
it will provide the foundation for the
fundamental, structural change that is
necessary to actually lower our state’s
reliance on property taxes.
Holding a convention with delegates
elected just one time for this purpose, will
remove some of the political pressures
that exist in the legislative and executive
branches and provide the flexibility and
independence necessary to come up with
a real solution.
The convention task force has issued a
report recommending a constitutional
convention that would take place next
year, with the election of delegates to take
place this year. That proposal must first
be ratified by the Legislature and put on
the ballot this November.
Unfortunately, the task force has recommended a convention that would ignore the one key component that could
make this process successful: a new approach to how government spends money.
The task force recommendation would
only allow the convention to study revenue questions — not the all-important
spending issues at the heart of this crisis.
There was significant testimony during
this process advocating that both spending and revenue be on the table for consideration by a convention.
I believe that consideration of spending issues is essential to solving the prop-

erty tax crisis. The underlying cause of
our property tax problem has been wasteful, runaway spending by the state and a
lack of adequate controls on spending in
some municipalities and school districts.
The New Jersey State Budget has increased 17 percent in the last year and we
have nearly doubled our state debt in the
last three years from $16 billion to $29
billion. This must stop!
Like my colleague Assemblyman
Kevin O’Toole, who served on the task
force and issued a dissenting report, I
believe this convention should have been
free to study and revise the way we approach school funding, state borrowing,
government spending caps or the need to
eliminate government waste.
If a property tax convention fails to
address these spending issues, it will be
left only to increase taxes or shift the tax
burden approaches that have repeatedly
failed to provide long-term property tax
relief in the past.
A property tax convention can serve as
a catalyst toward finding the solution to
this problem. And despite the shortcomings of the current property tax convention proposal, I intend to participate in
this process.
I remain hopeful that as the Legislature
sets the ground rules for this convention
the spending side of the equation will be
put back on the table for consideration.
There are few more important issues facing our state than how to relieve the
property tax burden.
As New Jersey’s tax burden grows it
becomes less and less affordable for young
families, seniors and businesses to afford
living or working here. We must address
the property tax crisis once and for all and
we must do so in a comprehensive, credible, and lasting manner.
Luckily the task force report serves
mainly as a starting point for this process.
I intend to be active in this process as we
move forward so that I can help ensure
that we do the best job possible of creating a convention that might actually come
up with a solution to our property tax
problem.
The people of New Jersey shouldn’t
have to wait for a solution to this problem
any longer.
****
State Assemblyman Dr. Eric Munoz,
of Summit represents the 21st Legislative
District. He is a trauma surgeon and a
professor of surgery at the University of
Medicine and Dentistry of New Jersey
(UMDNJ).

Letters to the Editor
Former Freeholder Mingo Thanks
Residents for Opportunity to Serve
In 1998, the Plainfield and Union
County Democratic Parties entrusted me
to wear the party’s banner. You, the residents of the City of Plainfield and Union
County, then entrusted me to represent
you on the Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders by electing me in 1998
and re-electing me in 2001. With very
little practical political experience, this
awesome responsibility became one of
the most challenging and rewarding opportunities ever afforded me.
When I asked both of my chairpersons,
Assemblyman Jerry Green and the Honorable Charlotte DeFilippo, what was
expected of me, they informed me that I
was charged with assisting my fellow
freeholders with setting policies, establishing directions, and governing the administration of Union County government.
As a part-time elected official, I could
do as much, or as little, as I felt was
necessary to accomplish those objectives.
Because I was retired and had the time to
give and an unfulfilled desire to serve, I
chose to be a full-time freeholder. I will
never regret it.
In 2003, the leadership of my local
Democratic Party changed and had a desire to go in a different direction. As a
result, I made a decision to not run for reelection in 2004. Again, I have no regrets.
Seven years on the Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders provided me with
the opportunity to serve people in a manner I seriously doubt I would ever have
had under any other circumstances.
Early in my tenure, I made a conscious
decision to use my position in county
government to be a servant of the people.
I worked very hard to do just that, and
whether or not I accomplished my goal to
make a difference in people’s lives, I have
personally grown and benefited immensely from the relationships that I developed with the people I met and was
permitted to serve.
I am more than grateful that I had the
chance to be a Union County Freeholder.
I am so proud of the many initiatives that

were accomplished during my tenure. I
am a firm believer that the measure of a
people can be viewed in the manner in
which they care for their young people
and their seniors.
By providing funding to open a Magnate High School and a full-time Vocational Technology High School, provide
internet access in all Union County public
high schools and libraries, train public
high school teachers in technology, expand the College for Teens summer program to all Union County public high
schools students, provide two-year scholarships for Union County students that
attend Union County College, this Board
has shown its commitment to our youths.
Declaring 1998 as the “Year of the
Seniors,” by providing free tuition at
Union County College for senior citizens, free 15-passenger buses for senior
centers, and funding for senior centers to
assist in the purchase or renovation of
their buildings, the Board showed its commitment to our senior citizens as well.
These initiatives, along with funding
for municipal playground equipment and
improvements, creation of a recreation
trust fund, and offering a discounted prescription drugs program, meant a great
deal to me because they improved the
“quality of life” for our young people and
our senior citizens. As the freeholder liaison and advocate for seniors and young
people, my desire to serve is closer to
fulfillment.
Again, I wish to thank all of the residents of the County of Union for permitting me to serve you for the past seven
years. I also wish to thank Assemblyman
Green and Chairwoman DeFilippo for
their support and mentorship. I will always cherish and nurture my memories of
this very special experience. I was truly
blessed by it and I hope all of you were
also.
My wife, Pansy, and I wish everyone a
happy, healthy and blessed new year.
Lewis Mingo, Jr.
Plainfield

Optimist Club Thanks Community
For Help in Delivering Food Baskets
On December 18, 32 members of the
Optimist Club of Westfield delivered
Holiday Food Baskets to 88 families in
Westfield. This is the 15th year the Optimists have reached out to the Westfield
community with donations of food during the holiday season. Because of an
unprecedented level of community interest and involvement, twice as many food
baskets were delivered this year than any
year in the past.
Each family received a turkey, cider,
fresh fruit, yams, cranberries, a pie and all
the fixings. In addition, they received
flowers, a box of candy, a holiday greeting card and a candle. Children under 10
received a teddy bear dressed in holiday
clothes.

The Optimists would like to acknowledge the continued support of Kings in
Garwood as well as several merchants in
Westfield for their annual support, the
Salvation Army for donating the teddy
bears, the Westfield Newcomers for decorating the bears, Edison Intermediate students for fundraising, the staff at Westfield
High School for their contributions and
the many individual Optimists and their
friends who made individual contributions. This was truly a community project!
Finally, thanks to Optimist Thom
Hornish for his chairmanship and continued commitment to this project.
Michael Walsh
Chapter President
Optimist Club of Westfield

Former Children’s Librarian Thanks
Town for Support Over Past 18 Years
Having resigned from the Westfield
Memorial Library on December 31 after
18 years as the children’s librarian and
assistant librarian, I would like to extend
my thanks to the thousands of children
who listened to stories and became eager
readers, and to the parents and caregivers
who made the library a family destination.
I would also like to thank the teachers

who assigned books as well as Websites
to their students, to the Library Friends
whose volunteer efforts brought special
events to young audiences and to the
library staff who work behind the scenes
and at public desks to put wonderful books
in the hands of children each and every
day.
Carol Ann Wilson
Westfield
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Diction Deception
Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of diction?
If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read individual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!
All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.
Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Lucifugous – Avoiding light; nocturnal
2. Griffe – The child of Negro and
mulatto
3. Sclerogenous – Becoming thick or
hard
4. Thanatophidia – Poisonous snakes
TID
1. A gentle tapping
2. To wash or clean
3. Tender; soft
4. To fuss or complain
THRUM
1. To cast aside; throw out
2. The row of thread ends left on a loom
when the web is cut off
3. To fill too full; pack tightly
4. In nautical usage, to strap about; to
fasten round
TERCEL
1. The male falcon
2. Paper or tapestry for a wall
3. A marble used to shoot with; it is
usually large and fancy
4. A large edible sea fish related to the
cod
SANSSOUCI
1. Without doubt; certainly
2. Hopeless; discouraged
3. Fish soup
4. Without cares or worries

More Letters
on Page 5
Mulching Leaves,
Taking to Conservation
Center is Unacceptable
Dr. Robert Harvey’s “solution” to our
impending leaf disposal problem in 2005
is to require those residents who do not
use a lawn service to either haul the leaves
to the conservation center themselves, or
to turn the leaves into mulch by simply
making “a few more passes” of their
lawnmowers over the leaves.
Both alternatives are unacceptable and
unworkable. Perhaps Dr. Harvey hasn’t
noticed the huge mountains of leaves
sitting in front of most homes during leafraking season, waiting to be removed. To
suggest that residents can reduce these
huge quantities into mulch with a few
passes of a lawnmower is simply unrealistic.
Bagging the leaves for the town to
remove, or otherwise hauling them to the
conservation center, is likewise unreasonable because the huge amount of leaves
would make the task unduly burdensome
for many people. Ours is a leafy town, and
the trees are part of what makes Westfield
attractive.
To the extent that trees add to the
ambiance and character of the town, they
are an asset that everyone enjoys. If trees
benefit the town as a whole, then the
burden of cleaning up the fallen leaves
should be shared by homeowners and the
town government alike.
The current system of leaf disposal
seems to be a fair compromise: I rake the
leaves into the gutter, and the town picks
them up at taxpayer expense. Although I
have always regarded the yearly ritual of
leaf raking as an unavoidable chore, it
will become a dreaded, labor-intensive,
time-consuming project if I’m now forced
to bag mountains of leaves, mulch them,
or haul them off to the conservation center.
Suddenly, all those trees will begin to
look like a nuisance that must be dealt
with. Although I don’t advocate cutting
down any trees to “solve” this problem,
it’s not surprising that some people might
consider doing so. And I shouldn’t be
forced to hire a lawn service for hundreds
of dollars as the only practical way of
avoiding this nightmare.
If we want to have trees, we need to be
able to get rid of the leaves in the fall
without turning the task into a major
ordeal.
It used to be that people simply burned
the leaves, but of course that creates air
pollution. The state now says that the
leaves are sitting in the gutter too long,
clogging the storm drains and “flavoring”
the runoff. There are only two viable
solutions: either the town will have to
come up with a way to collect the leaves
from the gutter in a timely manner, or it
will have to find a loophole in the new
regulations.
If neighboring towns need to share
resources or otherwise get together to
come up with ways to solve this problem
in a manner that is not unduly burdensome on homeowners, I hope they will
get started soon so that the solution is in
place by October.
Bob Pinheiro
Westfield

People Over 35
ANONYMOUS — People over 35
should be dead. Here’s why.
We drank water from the garden hose.
We ate cupcakes, bread and butter, and
drank soda pop with sugar in it, but we
were never overweight because we were
always outside playing.
We had friends! We went outside and
found them. We played dodge ball, and
sometimes, the ball would really hurt. We
fell out of trees, broke bones and there
were no lawsuits. We had fights and
learned to get over it.
Little League had tryouts and not everyone made the team. Some students
weren’t as smart as others, so they failed.
Tests were not adjusted for any reason.
Our actions were our own. The idea of
a parent bailing us out if we broke a law
was unheard of. This generation has produced some of the best risk-takers and
problem solvers and inventors, ever. The
past 50 years have been an explosion of
innovation and new ideas.
People under 30 are WIMPS.

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

Thursday, January 13, 2005

WF Residents Are Urged to Get Their
Parking Money Back From Town
The statute books are strewn with archaic laws, administrative regulations and
ordinances that legislative and regulatory
bodies simply forgot to repeal once they
became irrelevant and useless. Most of
the time, these orphaned provisions, like
those relating to horses and buggies, are
quaintly harmless and become fodder for
nostalgic Sunday newspaper magazine
articles. Sometimes, though, they remain
offensive and onerous long after the reasons for their enactment have disappeared.
Westfield, too, is burdened by the regulatory shadow of the past. I am referring,
specifically, to the parking fees that were
substantially increased in contemplation
of building a parking deck. After the
Mayor wisely agreed to abide by the
results of a public referendum, the voters
of Westfield soundly defeated the deck
proposal. Nevertheless, parking fees have
not yet been rolled back to pre-deck proposal rates and the town continues to
unconscionably withhold repayment of
thousands of dollars of increased fees that
were earmarked for a project that will not
be built. That’s just wrong.
The fact that a referendum was held in
the first place is a testament to the determined efforts of the many citizens who
spoke out and questioned why a project of
such huge and far-reaching magnitude

would be undertaken without bothering
to learn if our taxpayers actually favored
it. It took months of dedicated letter writing, e-mails and public statements at Council meetings before the Mayor finally
relented and allowed the referendum.
Ultimately, the people spoke and the
project ended. This was an example of
participatory democracy at its very best and
we should be proud, regardless of our individual opinions about the defunct deck plan,
that a decision clearly reflecting the will of
our taxpayers has been reached. However,
although the deck issue has been resolved,
our job as citizens will not be complete until
we persuade the Council to roll back the
increased fees and refund the overcharges.
If recent Westfield history teaches us
anything at all, it is that our local government responds when we speak out concertedly, loudly and consistently. I urge everyone who is outraged by the continued
increased fees and the lack of a refund to
contact all of the members of the Council
by mail or e-mail to make it clear that their
failure to act is not acceptable and to attend
and make a brief statement at the next
Council meeting on January 18. If we act
together, we can – and we will – win.
Robert Ratner
Westfield

On Cost of Education, the Trouble
And the Solution Is in Trenton.
It is with sadness and frustration that I
write this letter to you in response to the
criticisms in recent weeks of the benefits
received by teachers, and not just those in
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood school system.
Comparing the corporate world to education is like comparing America to Europe.
The cultures are very different and
unique and need each other to flourish.
But because of the uniqueness of both,
they have different needs and interests
and should be addressed accordingly. In
short, benefits are the difference between
providing students with effective, high
quality education and mediocrity.
Cutting into the benefits of teachers will
drive many away from the profession and
discourage viable replacements stepping
up to fill vacancies. There is a gross myth
floating around that all teachers make 80k.
After 25 years and two MA degrees, yes,
a teacher can and should make 80k. The
reality is much different. As a former graduate of SP-F HS, a former resident of Scotch
Plains and a former teacher and coach in the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood system, I implore
you to look intelligently at the negative bias
being espoused by the critics.
I left both the school system and my
lifelong residency in town for one reason:
economics. As a 10-year teacher with a
Masters degree I made a whopping $48k
per year as an employee of the SP-F
school system. As a husband and father of
two, that wasn’t enough to keep me
around. The only way I made it that long
was the benefits.
I was able to travel several districts east
and make a much better salary, with benefits, but unfortunately it wasn’t enough
to keep me in New Jersey. Sadly for
Scotch Plains-Fanwood, my story is not
some rare exception, but becoming the
norm and getting worse. I understand the
economic frustration of my neighbors
and live that same frustration.
Medical care is outrageously expensive, and thanks to inept state policy, the
burden of education has become outrageous for the taxpayers. The solution is
not to take away from the educators and
compromise the education of your children, which is exactly what will happen.
The solution is to write Trenton and use
your muscle at the state capital.
Put pressure on the politicians at the state

level, not locally where political hands are
tied. Teachers fought and waited decades
for fair and equitable wages and benefits.
Reversing that trend will be detrimental to
the long-term health of quality education.
Although I can no longer afford to live
in the town where I grew up and once
worked, my heart is always in Scotch
Plains. I am hopeful the wise residents of
Scotch Plains and Fanwood will focus
their frustration elsewhere and keep effective teachers in town.
David Bello
Holland, PA (formerly Scotch Plains)

Officials Express Pride
With Chertoff Choice
WESTFIELD — Senator Tom Kean,
Jr. (R-21), Asm. Eric Munoz, M.D. (R21) and Asm. Jon Bramnick (R-21) expressed pride and joy as President Bush
announced that former Union County resident Michael Chertoff would be his new
Homeland Security Chief.
“I have known Mike for a number of
years on both a personal and professional
level,” stated Kean. “He is a talented and
experienced public servant who will uphold
the highest standards of honor and integrity
that is required of him in his new post. I am
confident that he will do an outstanding job
as Secretary of the Department of Homeland Security and that he will be an asset in
America’s efforts as we wage war against
terrorism at home and abroad.”
Assemblyman Munoz added, “I am honored that a former resident of the 21st District was selected to serve in President Bush’s
cabinet as head of Homeland Security. Mr.
Chertoff’s academic background, legal experience, and commitment to the cause of
justice make him a strong candidate for this
position.”
“President Bush’s decision to select a
citizen of New Jersey to head the Department
of Homeland Security reflects the administrations commitment to our state,” noted
Asm. Bramnick. “The Tri-State area was
greatly impacted by the events of 9-11. I am
sure Mr. Chertoff will not only serve our
country well, but he will also have a keen
knowledge of the importance of addressing
homeland security issues for the state of New
Jersey.”

www.sg-cpas.com
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Lee Hale Named to DWC
Board of Directors

READING IS GOOD…As part of its annual program, the Mountainside Rotary
Club recently distributed 96 student dictionaries to third-grade students at
Deerfield School in Mountainside. Pictured above, past Rotary President William
Biunno presents books to Miss Bara’s class.

Westfield Historical Society
To Feature ‘Baltic Sagas’
WESTFIELD — Tales of marauding Vikings, armored knights, war,
Tsars and Empresses, rockets and
Communism will be discussed by
author/photographer Karl Heinze in
his talk to the Westfield Historical
Society at its Friday, January 21
meeting.
The meeting will take place at
7:30 p.m. in the Community Room
of the Westfield Municipal Building, located at 425 East Broad Street.
In an audio-visual presentation,
Mr. Heinze will discuss his new book,
“Baltic Sagas — Events and Personalities that Changed the World.” He
will tell of strong-willed men and
women, courage, love, murder, greed,
seduction and intrigue.
Mr. Heinze’s stories focus on such

events as the Crusades, the
Hanseatic League, Peter the Great,
Catherine the Great, the Winter War
of 1939, the beginning of the Space
Age and the fall of Soviet Communism.
“This is not a comprehensive history of the region, but I have selected events and personalities that
were important to the area and had
an interesting story,” Mr. Heinze
explained. “I have included several
scenes throughout the book that are
based on historical events, but to
which I have sometimes added reasonable assumptions as to the dialogue and incidents.”
The program is open to the public
at no charge, and light refreshments
will be served after the presentation.

Invest an hour to learn more about

long-term care

WESTFIELD – Town resident Lee purple heart in the 78th Lightning
Hale has been appointed to the board Division. Before his retirement, he
of the Downtown Westfield Corpora- was an officer for Merck & Co., Inc,
tion (DWC). Appointed by Mayor and a director of Summit Trust and
Greg McDermott and the
Lincoln Federal Savings.
Town Council, Mr. Hale
Mr. Hale and his wife,
will serve a three-year
Anne, have three children,
term.
Catherine Elliot Hale, BarMr. Hale has lived in
bara Wright Hale, and ThoWestfield for over 50 years
mas Mason Hale.
and has volunteered with
He has been volunteermany organizations in
ing with the Downtown
town. He served on the
Westfield Corporation for
Westfield Town Council
the past two years and was
Lee Hale
from 1975 to 1976 and on
instrumental in preparing
the New Jersey Supreme
the application that won
Court’s Fee Arbitration Committee.
Westfield the 2004 Great American
He served as the president of the Main Street Award by the National
Westfield ‘Y’ and the Westfield Foun- Trust for Historic Preservation.
dation. He was Finance Chairman of
the Westfield United Fund and the St.
Elizabeth’s Hospital (now Trinitas
Hospital) and was on the finance committee for the Cancer Institute of New
Jersey. He was a trustee for the Elizabeth General Medical Center (now
Trinitas Hospital).
Mr. Hale is actively involved in
Westfield High School athletics. He
has been a Westfield High School
Booster since 1962 and was the
organization’s president from 1965
to 1966. Mr. Hale is the co-founder of
the Westfield Athletic Hall of Fame in
which he recently became inducted. TOUR OF DUTY…Army Specialist
Mr. Hale was the author of the Charles Tripet of Scotch Plains is servhistory of Echo Lake Country Club, ing with the U.S. Army’s 116th cavalry
“100 Years in the Forefront of New in Iraq. He is on a one-year tour of
Jersey Golf” and was co-author of duty, which began on December 13.
“The Coaching Edge,” the story of Specialist Tripet is the son of Nancy
Gary Kehler’s coaching career at Courtright of Indiatlantic, Fla., and
Peter Tripet of Scotch Plains, and the
Westfield High School.
grandson of Nancy Dell-Bene of Scotch
Having graduated from the Uni- Plains, as well as the brother of Theresa
versity of Pennsylvania, Mr. Hale Tripet of Palmbay, Fla. and Peter and
served in World War II and received a Michael Tripet of Scotch Plains.
WEIGHT-LOSS
PHOBIAS
ALCOHOL

A 2001 Wall Street
Journal article reported nearly 50% of
Americans will need
some form of longterm care in their
lifetime.* A Northwestern Long Term Care Insurance Company policy† can
help pay for that care. Coverage includes nursing home costs and
extended care service in your home or other settings. To learn more, call
Ronald Kashlak at 918-0510.

BULIMIA
ANXIETY
MARIJUANA

CHRONIC PAIN
PANIC ATTACK
TOBACCO

Medical
Hypnosis
“Last year, I helped more
than 1200 teens and adults
without drugs or side-effects.”

Ronald M. Kashlak
Financial Representative
The Stone Financial Group
180 River Road
Summit, NJ 07902
(908) 918-0510
ronald.kashlak@nmfn.com

Dr. Ron Glassman, PhD, MPH
Board Certified Registered Insured
Columbia University Affiliated

05-2669 ©2004 Northwestern Long Term Care Insurance Company, Milwaukee, WI. 4046-300
Northwestern Mutual Financial Network is the marketing name for the sales and distribution arm of
The Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance Company and its subsidiaries and affiliates. *“Cracks in the
Nest Egg,” Wall Street Journal, October 22, 2001. This statistic includes people who are not eligible
for long-term care coverage and services which are not covered under a long-term care contract.
†
The policy has exclusions and limitations.

Private Appointment 908-301-0039
Mountainside, NJ
AMA-approved

RS.LTC.(1101)

www.MedicalHypnosis.info

www.nmfn.com

TAKE THE HOME TOWN ADVANTAGE!
Open a Blue Devil CD and We’ll Add 1.00%

3.25

%
APY

TB

Available Terms:

6 Months to
5 years
Minimum to open $1,000

APY (Annual Percentage Yield) is variable and based upon the prior four-week average of the 91-day U.S. Treasury Bill
discount rate plus 1.00%. Minimum interest rate is 1.50%. The current 91-day US Treasury Bill is 2.20%, resulting in an
APY of 3.25%. The APY assumes interest will remain on deposit. A withdrawal will reduce your APY. This offer may be
withdrawn without further notice. There is a substantial penalty for early withdrawal.

520 South Avenue
Westfield, NJ 07090
908.301.0800

For All Your Tax &
Financial Service Needs
Located at
282 South Avenue, Suite 103
Fanwood New Jersey, 07023
Tel: 908-889-9500
Fax: 908-889-9501

Do You Have To
Go To Court?

JON M. BRAMNICK
Certified Civil Trial Attorney
Personal Injury Law
BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ
MITTERHOFF
GRABAS & WOODRUFF

1827 East Second Street
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

908-322-7000

E mail: jonbramnick@jonbramnick.com

I N S U R E D

44 Elm Street
Westfield, NJ 07090
908.518.9333

www.townbank.com
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Junior League Posts Date
For Literary Luncheon
SUMMIT – The Junior League of
Elizabeth-Plainfield (JLEP) will hold
its sixth annual Literary Luncheon on
Friday, April 22, from 10:30 a.m. to 2
p.m. at the Grand Summit Hotel, 570
Springfield Avenue in Summit. Tickets, which are $75, will go on sale to the
public starting Thursday, February 17.
In addition to the luncheon, the event
will include a silent auction and raffle,
book sales and author remarks. Books
will be available for purchase and

Library Plans Program
On Medicare Changes

MR. AND MRS. DAVID EDWARD CAVAN
(She is the former Miss Renée Marie Iannone)

Miss Renée M. Iannone
Marries David E. Cavan
Miss Renée Marie Iannone, the
daughter of Ms. Marie Iannone and
Anthony Iannone of Utica, N.Y., was
married on Saturday, September 18,
to David Edward Cavan. He is the son
of Mr. and Mrs. John Cavan of
Westfield.
The Reverend Stephen Gosnell officiated at the Nuptial Mass, which
took place at St. Andrews by the Bay
Catholic Church in Annapolis, Md.
Escorted by her father, the bride
wore an ivory satin, strapless gown
with crystal beaded trim. Her veil
was ivory toile trimmed with satin,
and she carried red roses.
Mrs. Eve Fowler, a friend of the
couple, was the vocalist and Cantor,
and Ms. Ann Weeks of Westfield, a
close friend of the Cavan family, sang
“The Wedding Song.”
Edward Winn, the bridegroom’s
godfather, and Edward Iannone and
Ms. Lucille Puleo, the bride’s godparents, presented the gifts of the
Mass.
Friends Andrew Crowhurst, Joseph
Puleo, Mrs. Janna Perry and Dana
Cruikshank were the readers. The
ceremony included an organist, trumpeter and bagpipes. A reception followed at the Historic Inns of Annapolis’ Governor Calvert House.
Mrs. Rhonda Ruhm of Owego, N.Y.
was the matron of honor for her sister.
Ms. Colleen Cavan of Westfield, the
sister of the bridegroom, Ms. Deanna
Puleo of Utica, N.Y., a cousin of the
bride, and Ms. Rhondie Voorhees of
Washington, D.C., a friend of the
bride, were bridal attendants. All wore

harvest gold gowns and carried red
roses.
Steven Cavan of Miami, Fla. was
his brother’s best man. Anthony
Iannone of Utica, N.Y., the brother of
the bride, and friends of the bridegroom Chad Brown of Eatontown
and Adam McCann of Greensboro,
N.C. served as groomsmen.
The bride received her bachelor’s
degree in International Business from
American University in Washington,
D.C. She is a District Manager and
Vice President for Wachovia Bank.
The bridegroom attended Purdue
University and earned his Bachelor
of Arts degree in Psychology and his
master’s degree in Childhood Psychology from Loyola College in Baltimore, Md. He is a Licensed Clinical
Professional Counselor working in
private practice and for a community
agency in Annapolis, Md.
The parents of the bridegroom
hosted a rehearsal dinner on the eve
of the marriage at the Maryland Inn in
Annapolis. A Sunday brunch, given
by the father of the bride, was held at
the Governor Calvert the morning
following the wedding.
The bridal attendants gave a wedding shower in Utica, N.Y. Mrs. Eve
Fowler and Mrs. Janna Perry hosted
another shower in Annapolis, while a
third was given by Cavan family
friends Ms. Ann Weeks and Mrs. Carol
Puffer in Westfield.
Following a two-week Hawaiian
cruise and Maui vacation, the couple
resides in Arnold, Md. and will move
this month to the Atlanta, Ga. area.

NEIL SULLIVAN
President, Westfield Mortgage
Free credit evaluation and approvals
Guaranteed closing costs
New home purchases
Construction loans
Refinances

WESTFIELD MORTGAGE
908-518-0800 Toll Free: 866-518-0800
www.westfieldmortgage.com

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Public Library will host a special program on Friday, January 21, at
10 a.m. for those who receive Medicare benefits, concerning the latest
information on changes and supplemental medicine opportunities.
Ed Evans, a counselor for senior
programs, will be the presenter. Mr.
Evans assists with the local Senior
Health Insurance Program (SHIP) and
as a trained ombudsman at an area
nursing home.
This program is free and pre-registration is optional. Light refreshments
will be served. The library is located
at 1927 Bartle Avenue. For further
information or directions, please call
(908) 322-5007.

signing by the authors.
Adriana Trigiani, Linda Fairstein,
Frank Delaney, Margie Palatini and
Jon Katz will be the featured authors.
Proceeds from this event will support JLEP efforts that benefit families in crisis in Greater Union County.
To purchase tickets, please call the
JLEP office at (908) 709-1177.
The JLEP is an organization of
women committed to promoting
volunteerism, developing the potential of women and improving the
community through the effective
action and leadership of trained volunteers. More information is available at jlepnj.org.

Volunteers Are Sought
For Tax Counseling
SCOTCH PLAINS – Volunteers
are still needed for the IRS/AARP
Tax Counseling to the Elderly Program.
This program provides free income
tax preparation to senior citizens,
low-income persons and Social Security Disability recipients.
Interested individuals are asked to
call Edward Evans, Coordinator, at
the Scotch Plains Public Library, at
(908) 322-5007, extension no. 208,
for more details.

Families Invited to Trailside
For ‘Dusk to Dark’ Events
MOUNTAINSIDE – A new lineup
of “Dusk to Dark” evening family
workshops will be offered this winter
at the Trailside Nature and Science
Center, located at 452 New Providence Road in Mountainside.
“Owl Prowl,” for families with children age six and older, will take place

Women’s Issues Group
To Focus on Arthritis
SUMMIT – SAGE Eldercare’s
Women’s Issues Group will present
“Arthritis Answers” on Thursday,
January 20, beginning at 10 a.m. at St.
John’s Lutheran Church, 587 Springfield Avenue in Summit.
Dr. Calin Moucha, an orthopedic
surgeon at Overlook Hospital in Summit, will be the featured speaker. The
discussion will include information
on the condition as well as how those
afflicted with it can live more comfortably.
Attendees will receive a free
Reader’s Digest book, “An Action
Guide to Managing Arthritis.” The
program is free and open to the public.
Light refreshments will be served at
9:30 a.m. Individuals interested in attending are asked to call Suzanne Lyon
at (908) 273-5550, extension no. 22.

Wednesday, January 26, from 7 to 8
p.m. Participants will learn about
screech owls, great horned owls and
barred owls that reside in the
Watchung Reservation.
They will listen to the calls of these
nocturnal birds, feel a real owl talon
and discover the special adaptations
that allow these animals to survive in
the wild. Attendees also will view a
brief slide presentation and take a
short hike to known owl prowling
grounds.
“Night Hike” will be presented on
two Wednesdays, March 16 and
March 30, from 7 to 8 p.m. Families
with children of all ages will have an
opportunity to explore the reservation and look for the homes and hideouts of local wildlife.
All “Dusk to Dark” programs require pre-registration, due to limited
space. The fee for each program is $5
per person for Union County residents and $6 per person for out-ofcounty explorers.
For more information on these
events or for a complete listing of
winter programs and upcoming special activities, please call Trailside at
(908) 789-3670. Trailside is a facility
of the Union County Department of
Parks and Recreation.

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”
Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer

FAMIL
YL
AW
MILY
LA
· Divorce · Domestic Violence
· Custody · Child Support
· DW
I · Criminal Defense
DWI
· Busine
ss Dispute
s · Commer
cial Litig
ation
Busines
Disputes
Commercial
Litiga
Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

Equal housing lender. Licensed by the NJ Department of Banking and Insurance.

(908) 232-8787

Your Patience Is Rewarded
A N N U A L

WINTER FUR SALE

24 Hours · 53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
rjk722@aol.com

richardjkaplow.com

Statton Sale

SAVE
%
50 OFF
All Statton
Solid Cherry Bedrooms
& Dining Rooms

Come See Our Newly Renovated Fur Salon
Take Advantage of Incomparable Savings
On Our Distinctive Collection Of...
SABLE, MINK, SHEARED MINK,
SHEARED BEAVER, KNITTED BEAVER,
SHEARLING, and FUR LINED COATS

Mackie Furniture
Established in 1892

320 Somerset Street, North Plainfield
Featuring Harden, Nichols & Stone,
Madison Square, Moosehead, Lexington and more
T H E U LT I M AT E F U R &
H I G H FA S H I O N S A LO N
5 1 6 M I L L B U R N AV E . , S H O R T H I L L S • 9 7 3 - 3 7 9 - 1 0 8 0
Mon.-Fri. 9:30-5:30, Sat. 9:30-5:00, Evenings By Appointment

Statton Furniture 18-Step Finishing Process

908-756-3274

Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri. & Sat. 10 to 5

MR. AND MRS. JOHN MICHAEL TONZOLA
(She is the former Miss Christina B. Dughi)

Miss Christina B. Dughi
Weds John M. Tonzola
Miss Christina Blair Dughi, the
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Louis John
Dughi, Jr. of Westfield, was married on
Saturday, October 2, to John Michael
Tonzola. He is the son of Dr. and Mrs.
Anthony Tonzola of New Vernon.
The Reverend Andrew Hamersley,
Rector of St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
in Westfield, officiated at the nuptials
at the Grace Church in Madison. A
reception followed at Merry Meadow
Farm, the home of the bridegroom’s
parents in New Vernon.
Given in marriage by her father, the
bride wore an ivory strapless French
embroidered lace gown by Elizabeth
Fillmore with a chapel-length veil,
and carried ivory Hollywood roses
with orange hypericum berries.
Mrs. Katherine St. Clair Ackermann
of New York City was the matron of
honor. The bridal attendants included
Miss Meghan Hewit, Mrs. Andra
Winokur Newman and Miss Paige
Mader, all of New York City, and Mrs.
Emilie MacLean Delehanty of Louisville, Ky.
They wore camel tissue taffeta, twopiece dresses by Amsale and carried
shades of red and orange roses with
orange hypericum berries.
Serving as flower girls were Miss
Francesca Bella Ferriso and Miss Mia
Ariana Ferriso, the nieces of the bridegroom, and Miss Lily Grace Polek, the
niece of the bride. A bridal attendants
luncheon was given by Mrs. Myrna
Cummings at her Westfield home.

Thrift Shop Now Open
With New Merchandise
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Thrift
Shop of the Fanwood-Scotch Plains
Service League recently reopened
its doors following the holiday break
and is stocked with new winter merchandise.
Shop volunteers are available to
assist customers. Business hours are
Tuesday through Thursday, 10 a.m.
to 2:30 p.m., and Friday and Saturday, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. The shop is
located at 1730 East Second Street in
Scotch Plains. For more information, please call (908) 322-5420.

Brian Shure of New York City was
the best man, and Mark Ferriso of
Convent Station was the head usher.
The groomsmen included Jeffrey
Bragdon of Midlothian, Va., Ryan
Crane of New York City, Adrian
Keevil of Charlottesville, Va., Christopher Pritchard of Brooklyn, N.Y.,
Charles Speth of Washington, D.C.
and Christopher Tierney of San Francisco, Calif.
The bride is an interior designer
with Leslie Heiden Design Consultants in New York City. A 1994 Kent
Place School alumna, she graduated
cum laude from Hamilton College,
receiving her Bachelor of Arts degree
in Art History in 1998. She also has a
master’s degree in the History of
Decorative Arts from the CooperHewitt National Design Museum in
conjunction with Parsons School of
Design. Mrs. Tonzola is a volunteer
with the Junior League of the City of
New York.
The bridegroom is Senior Vice President at KBC Financial Products in
New York City. He graduated from
The Delbarton School in 1995 and
earned his Bachelor of Arts degree in
American Studies from Yale University in 1999.
The bridegroom’s parents hosted
the rehearsal dinner at the Beacon
Hill Club in Summit the evening before the wedding.
The morning after the wedding,
Mr. and Mrs. Russell Hewit and Mr.
and Mrs. Richard Herbst hosted a
brunch at Weathervane Farm in New
Vernon, home of the Herbst family.
A bridal shower was hosted by the
bridal party in New York City in
May. In June, a bridal shower was
hosted by Mrs. Joan Walsh, Mrs.
Peggy Sur and Mrs. Elizabeth
McEntee at the Echo Lake Country
Club in Westfield. The bride’s sisters-in-law, Mrs. Jennifer Ferriso and
Mrs. Stefanie Bragdon, hosted a
shower at the Grain House in Basking Ridge in August.
Following a wedding trip to
Esperanza on Mexico’s Baja Peninsula, the couple resides in Greenwich
Village in New York City.
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Teams Are Invited to Enter
Annual Adult Spelling Bee
tributions and fees are tax-deductible.
Admission to watch the proceedings will be $5; children under age six
may attend for free. Refreshments
will be available for purchase.
Any threesome can form a team
(ages 16 and up) and must contribute/
raise $300. To prepare, each team
member will receive a copy of the
official “Scripps Howard Book of
Words” upon confirmation of entry.
To register, please call (908) 2731726 for an entry form. Completed
forms and contributions may be sent
to the Women’s Resource Center, 561
Springfield Avenue, Summit 07901.

Reverend Nelson to Deliver
Keynote Address at Service
should be completed by early May,
with a dedication ceremony to follow.
Reverend Nelson holds several leadership positions within the Camden
denomination and also is active in
government. He was elected as an
Atlantic County Freeholder in 1989
and recently re-elected to a sixth term.
He is a member of the County Code
Review Committee, Election Procedures Review Committee, Human
Services and Public Health and Environment Committees.
The reverend serves on several advisory boards, including the Youth
Services Advisory Commission. He
is a member of a number of fraternal
and religious organizations and has
three children and a granddaughter.
The service at Temple Emanu-El
also will include the announcement
of student essay and art contest winners.

St. Paul’s Day School Plans
Open House for New Families
WESTFIELD -- St. Paul’s Day
School, located at 414 East Broad
Street in Westfield, will sponsor an
Open House for new families for the
nursery school on Tuesday, January
25, at 9:30 a.m.
The kindergarten’s presentation of
new materials used in their full-day
program will be held today, Thursday, January 13, at 9:30 a.m.
Parents will have the opportunity
to view the facility and learn more
about different programs and to meet
the director and staff.
Registration for new families for
the full-day kindergarten will be held
on Wednesday, January 16, and registration for the pre-school will be held

from Monday, February 7, to Wednesday, February 9. Registration forms
may be picked up at the Open House.

PUCKER UP!…Children in the Sunday School program at The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield collected more than $10,000 for Heifer International, that
will be used to purchase animals for poverty-stricken families around the world.
As an added incentive to reach their goal, Interim Senior Pastor Roland Perdue
and Associate Pastor for Youth Tina McCormick offered to kiss a pig if $5,000 was
raised by the end of December. The ministers fulfilled their promise at a
celebration reception last Sunday, where they both kissed an 800-pound pig
named John Henry. Pictured above, Pastor Perdue nuzzles up to his new friend.

Registration, Open House Set
At Willow Grove Pre-School
SCOTCH PLAINS – Willow Grove
Pre-School, located at 1961 Raritan
Road in Scotch Plains, will host a
parent pre-registration open house for
the 2005-2006 school year on Thursday, January 20, at 10:15 a.m. in the
church’s Alexander Hall. The snow
date is Friday, January 21.
Director Kathy Calello will present
a slideshow giving an overview of
the Christian pre-school program and
also offer a tour of the facility. The
pre-school is sponsored by Willow
Grove Presbyterian Church and licensed by the state of New Jersey.
Class teachers are state-certified
educators. The 3 Minus Program is
offered for children who will be 2 ½
by October 1. There also are classes
for three-year olds, four-year-olds,
and the Four-Plus Class for those
who either miss the kindergarten cutoff date or just need another year of
preschool.
Registration for the 2005-2006
school year will begin on Monday,
February 7, for present enrollees and
alumni. Open registration will begin
on Monday, February 14.

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Willow
Grove Presbyterian Church, located at
1961 Raritan Road in Scotch Plains, will
hold a “Tales in the Grove” storytime
session on Sunday, January 16.
The program will start at 7 p.m. and
last 45 to 60 minutes. While it is geared
towards children ages two through five,
older and younger siblings are welcome.
The program will continue the first
and third Sundays of every month.
Two congregation volunteers will run
each storytime — one reader and one
greeter.
Youngsters may bring a snack and
refreshment. Parents will be asked to
stay for the duration of the storytime to
redirect any “wanderers” back to the
story circle.
For more information about Willow
Grove, please call the church office
Monday through Friday at (908) 232-

5678; e-mail wilgrv@netzero.com or
visit www.scotchplains.com/wgpc.

Mom/Daughter Night
Scheduled at JCC
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Jewish
Community Center (JCC) of Central
New Jersey will present its annual
Mother/Daughter Game and Movie
Night on Saturday, January 22.
It will begin at 7 p.m. at the JCC’s
Wilf Jewish Community Campus,
located at 1391 Martine Avenue in
Scotch Plains. The festivities will include the movie Ella Enchanted, as
well as refreshments and crafts.
The fee to attend is $8 per adult and
$6 per child, grades 3 to 6. For more
information, please call Jodi Baxter,
Youth and Family Services Director,
at (908) 889-8800, extension no. 235.

For more information, please call
Mrs. Calello at (908) 232-7117.

happy
40th
birthday
ann
brennan!!

Dorson Baby Care, Inc.
Would you like time, rest and comfort after the birth of your
baby? Dorson Baby Care will give you the attention and care
that you and your baby deserve!
We Prov
Provide:

x

Live-in, Live-out, full and part time baby
s & na
nannies
nurses

x

Baby and family support just after childbirth

Accredited by the NJ
Commission on Accreditation
for Home Care, Inc.

You Could Win

Expectant Moms: Call now to reserve your baby nurse

(973) 672-7691 (732) 376-0003
www.dorsonhomecare.com

Ani Kavafian, violin
Carter Brey, cello
AND FRIENDS

A FUN
HAIRCUTTING
EXPERIENCE
FOR GUYS OF
ALL AGES!
Discover The
Haircut Beach
Difference In
Men’s Haircare:
• Traditional Haircuts
• Barber Shaves
• Beard Trims
• Men’s Hair Color
• Fades
• Brooklyns
• Straight Razor Shape Ups
• Video Games
• Sports Ticket Giveaways
• Sporting Events On TV

SUNDAY, JANUARY 23, 2005
WESTFIELD • 7:30 P.M.
Temple Emanu-El • 756 East Broad Street
Admission: $25 • Seniors: $22
All students 10-21 are welcome to attend the Westfield Mostly
Music concert for a nominal charge of $1.00. We want to encourage
young people to experience live classical music performances.
Students under the age of 15 must be accompanied by an adult.
Tickets available at the door

CALL US AT 973-762-0108

Men’s Haircut
$ 95

$10,000 At...

8

Kids/Seniors
$ 95 For a

7

limited time

SPECIAL

$

2

off

Per Person

Tuesday thru Sunday only.
May not be combined with other offers
or store specials. Expires 1/31/05.

1985 Rt. 22 West

SPECIAL

(Near J&J Billiards, Dunkin Donuts & McDonalds)

See www.haircutbeach.com For Details
ent
No Appointm
ry
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ec
N

SCOTCH PLAINS

Open
7 Days

908-322-HAIR (4247)

ENTER TO WIN TICKETS
N.J. Nets vs. Cleveland Cavaliers w/Lebron James

ADVERTISE WITH MONEY MAILER CALL (908) 317-9700

377-04-110

$

2

off

Per Person

Tuesday thru Sunday only.
May not be combined with other offers
or store specials. Valid 2/1 - 2/28/05

©2004 Money Mailer LLC
http://www.hotcoupons.com

H.O.T! Coupons Web Ad • 377-04-1202F

Michelle Kim, violin
Rebecca Young, viola
Cynthia Phelps, viola
will perform two masterpieces
for string quintet by
MOZART and DVORAK

MONDAY MADNESS!

Concerned about
an aging parent?
Find answers to your questions
in this book, “How to Care
for Aging Parents.”
AARP calls it “Indispensable!”
Tour a community today
for your FREE copy.*

Dangerous roads. Slippery sidewalks.
No milk in the fridge.
Soon you’ll be wishing Mom lived with us.
At Sunrise Senior Living, residents never
need to contend with Mother Nature.
They have our professional, caring staff with
them—along with friends, great dining,
activities, even a full service beauty/barber
shop on-site.
Before the next storm hits, ﬁnd out what a
Sunrise community has to offer—a variety
of living arrangements, personalized
assistance and care, amenities and services,

delicious meals, stimulating activities,
and scheduled group outings. Our residentcentered approach to senior living puts
residents ﬁrst, giving them options to meet
their individual needs and wishes.
Visit or call a Sunrise Senior Living
community to see what we do to make
our communities into places seniors
can call home.

* Limited quantities available.
One book per visitor.

Mountainside
Westﬁeld

Brighton Gardens of Mountainside
Sunrise of Westﬁeld

sp/wl

WESTFIELD — The Reverend
Lawton Nelson, Jr., presiding elder of the Camden district and pastor of Saint Augustine AME Zion
Church in Bridgeton, will be the
keynote speaker at the Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. commemorative
service on Monday, January 17, in
Westfield.
The service will take place at
Temple Emanu-El, located at 756 East
Broad Street, following a procession
beginning at 12:30 p.m. from the future site of the Dr. Martin Luther
King monument at the South Avenue/
East Broad Street circle.
At noon, the Dr. Martin Luther
King Association of Westfield will
assemble at the future site of the
memorial monument to consecrate
the ground.
A spokesperson for the association
said construction of the monument

Families Invited to Share
‘Tales’ at Willow Grove

sp/wl

SUMMIT — The Women’s Resource Center of Summit will present
the Third Annual Adult Team Spelling Bee on Sunday, January 30, at 4
p.m. at Summit High School, located
at 125 Kent Place Boulevard. The
event will benefit the center’s
children’s programs and the Summit
Educational Foundation.
The early rounds start with easier
words and later rounds become progressively more difficult. Prizes will
be awarded to the champion spellers,
as well as to the team that raises the
most in entry fees; has the most original team name, and has the most
original costume (optional). All con-
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908-654-4460
908-317-3030

For best handicapped access, please attend in Westfield on Sunday evening

AL=Assisted Living ALZ=Alzheimer’s Care

Program subject to change

www.sunriseseniorliving.com

1350 Route 22 West
240 Springﬁeld Avenue

AL, ALZ
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DEATH NOTICE

Gladys Sidford, 92, Executive Secretary;
Member of Echo Lake Country Club
Gladys T. “Skeet” Sidford, 92, of
Westfield died on Saturday, January
8, at her home.
Born in New York City, she was
raised in Fanwood and moved to
Westfield in 1941. She also maintained a summer residence in
Brewster, Mass. and, for a time, a
second home in South Yarmouth,
Mass.
A graduate of the Katharine Gibbs
School, Mrs. Sidford had worked
briefly for the Baptist Missionary
Services in New York City. She was
an executive secretary for Kemper
Insurance in Summit from 1961 to
1969.
She was a member of the Echo
Lake Country Club in Westfield and
was a past member of the Cummaquid
Golf Club in Yarmouth Port, Mass.
Mrs. Sidford enjoyed golf and
bowling and continued to be active
with the Echo Lake bridge group. Her
extensive travels took her to Alaska,
Europe, Russia, the Middle East,
China, Japan, Australia, New Zealand,
Africa, the Amazon and Antarctica.
She was an avid Red Sox fan and
watched every inning of the playoff
and the series.
She was predeceased by her husband of 54 years, Noel D. Sidford, Jr.,
in 1992.
Surviving are a daughter, Adair
Shepherd of Wantage; a son, Gordon
Sidford of Westfield; a sister, Marion
“Mits” Keller of Naples, Fla.; a
brother, Harold C. “Cam” Todd, Jr. of
East Lyme, Conn.; 12 grandchildren
and six great-grandchildren.
A memorial service will be held at
11 a.m. on Saturday, January 22, at
the First Baptist Church of Westfield.
Private arrangements were by the

Gray Funeral Home, 318 East Broad
Street in Westfield.
In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made to the Jimmy
Fund.
January 13, 2005

Christopher Richey, 51
Christopher C. Richey, 51, of
Bayonne died on Sunday, January 9,
at his residence.
Born in Brooklyn, N.Y., he grew up
in Scotch Plains and also had lived in
Westfield before moving to Bayonne
four years ago.
Mr. Johnson had been a Production
Supervisor for Johnson & Johnson
Pharmaceuticals in New Brunswick
for 19 years, working until 1995.
He earned an Associate’s degree in
Public Administration from Union
County College, and later graduated
from Upsala College in East Orange
with a bachelor’s degree in marketing.
Surviving are a daughter, Melissa
Richey of Westfield; his father, Robert Richey of New Brunswick; three
brothers, David Richey and Noel
Richey, both of Germantown, Md.,
and Chet Richey of Bayonne, and
two sisters, Tara Roessle of Elizabeth
and Amanda Richey of Bayonne.
There will be no visitation. A memorial service will be held at 11 a.m.
tomorrow, Friday, January 14, at the
First United Methodist Church of
Westfield. Burial will be private.
Arrangements are by the Gray Funeral Home, 318 East Broad Street in
Westfield.
In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be made to the American
Heart Association.
January 13, 2005

Maggie D. Simone, 83, Store Manager;
Named Woman Retailer of the Year
Maggie D. Di Lorenzo Simone, 83,
of Westfield died on Friday, January
7, at Muhlenberg Regional Medical
Center in Plainfield.
Born in Cranford, she lived in
Westfield since 1947.
Mrs. Simone had been the manager
and buyer at the Arthur Stevens store,
which became the Sealfons Children’s
Store, in Westfield for 50 years before retiring three years ago.
She was honored as the 1993
Woman Retailer of the Year by the
Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce.
She was predeceased by her hus-

band, Joseph Simone, in 1962.
Surviving are a daughter, Shaaron
Scutti; a son, Bruce Simone; three
sisters, Rose Ostrowski, Margaret
Gonnella and Helen Ross; a brother,
Domenick Di Lorenzo; five grandchildren and two great-grandchildren.
A Mass of Christian Burial was
offered on Monday, January 10, at St.
Helen’s Roman Catholic Church in
Westfield. Interment took place at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.
Arrangements were under the direction of the Dooley Funeral Home,
218 North Avenue in Cranford.
January 13, 2005

Louis Colacino, 86, Was Army Veteran;
Had Worked in Security For Texaco
Louis Colacino, 86, of Midlothian,
Va. died on Tuesday, January 4, at
Morningside of Bellgrade in
Midlothian.
Born in New Haven, Conn., he had
lived in Fanwood for many years before moving to Midlothian three years
ago.
Mr. Colacino had been employed
with the security department at Texaco
in Bayonne for 32 years prior to retiring in 1983.
He served in the United States Army
during World War II.
He was predeceased by his wife,
Helen Colacino, in 2001.
Surviving are a son, Gregory

Colacino of Richmond, Va.; a brother,
Arthur Colacino, and four sisters,
Edith Colacino, Gloria Jasolosky,
Jeanette Obrenski and Eileen
Colacino.
Funeral services were held on
Monday, January 10, at the Memorial
Funeral Home, 155 South Avenue in
Fanwood. Interment followed at
Graceland Memorial Park in
Kenilworth.
Memorial donations may be made
to the Alzheimer’s Association,
Greater New Jersey Chapter, 400
Morris Avenue, Suite 251, Denville
07834-1365.
January 13, 2005

• Criminal Defense - Federal & State
• Civil & Employment Litigation
• DWI & Municipal Court

Law Offices Of

ROBERT G. STAHL, LLC
Robert G. Stahl
Korey Kerscher Sarokin
Christopher M. Farella

220 St. Paul Street
Westfield, NJ 07090
T: 908-301-9001
F: 908-301-9008

stahlesq@bellatlantic.net

www.stahlesq.com

Dooley Funeral Service, Inc.
Caring & Courteous Service to the
Cranford / Westfield Area Since 1913

– Obituaries –
Margaret D. Brandsma, 82, Was Nurse;
Active In Women’s Clubs and Scouting
Margaret D. Brandsma, 82, died
on Friday, December 31, at Evergreen Woods in Branford, Conn.
Born on December 19, 1922 in
Newton Falls, N.Y., she was the
daughter of Frederick J. and Elizabeth Martineau Duchano. She had
lived there, Niagara Falls, N.Y., Delaware and in Westfield for 37 years
before moving to Connecticut in
2000.
She graduated in 1940 from Newton Falls High School, where she
was pitcher for the baseball team,
and earned a degree in nursing in
1944 from Binghamton City Hospital in Binghamton, N.Y.
Mrs. Brandsma received the Anna
Sabol Award in 1944 from the Humane Association, in recognition of
her outstanding work in obstetrics
and gynecology during her training
period. After graduation, she worked
for one year in Binghamton City
Hospital’s Maternity Division.
Mrs. Brandsma had been employed by the Niagara Falls Memorial Hospital from 1945 until 1947,
and with Muhlenberg Hospital in
Plainfield from 1969 to 1970. She
volunteered at Muhlenberg Hospital
for an additional two years.
In Westfield, Mrs. Brandsma was
a member of the Junior Women’s
Club, Intermediate Women’s Club
and the Fortnightly Group. She also
was active in the Girl Scouts and
Cub Scouts in Westfield.
She was predeceased by her husband of 51 years, Walter C.
Brandsma, in 1997. The couple was
married on August 4, 1945.
Surviving are a daughter, Janet

Memorial Service Set
For Wilfred O. Taff
WESTFIELD – A memorial service for Wilfred O. Taff will be held
Saturday, January 22, at 11 a.m. at
the First United Methodist Church,
One East Broad Street in Westfield.
In lieu of flowers, the family has
requested that donations be made
to a favorite charity.

Brandsma of Guilford, Conn.; a son,
Peter Brandsma of Birmingham,
Ala.; a sister, Marie Willette of
Bradenton, Fla.; a brother, Thomas
Duchano of Orlando, Fla., and three
grandchildren.
A memorial service was held on
January 4 at Evergreen Woods. The
funeral took place on January 8 at
the Wheatland Presbyterian Church
in Breda, Iowa.
Memorial donations may be made
to the Alzheimer’s Association, 225
N. Michigan Avenue, Suite 1700, Chicago, Ill. 60601-7633, www.alz.org.
January 13, 2005

DEATH NOTICE
Marjorie M. Kane, 94
Marjorie M. Kane, 94, of
Mountainside died on Saturday,
January 8, at her home.
Born in New York City, she had
lived in Elizabeth before moving to
Mountainside over 40 years ago.
Mrs. Kane graduated from
Douglass College and had worked
for several years as a social worker.
She served for many years on the
board of the Egenolf Early Childhood Center in Elizabeth; was a
long-time member and Past President of the Elizabeth Garden Club,
and was a Deacon of the Community Presbyterian Church in
Mountainside.
She was the loving wife of Joseph
R. Kane.
Surviving are a sister; two nephews; two great-nieces; a greatnephew, and many loving friends
and neighbors. She was an inspiration to all who knew and loved her.
A memorial service will be held
at 1 p.m. on Wednesday, January
19, at the Community Presbyterian
Church of Mountainside.
In lieu of flowers, donations are
requested in her memory to the
Community Presbyterian Church of
Mountainside, Meeting House Lane
and Deer Path, Mountainside N.J.
07092.
January 13, 2005

Virginia Hitchcox, 89, Was Secretary
To Social Services Commissioner
Virginia A. Goetz Hitchcox, 89, of
South Yarmouth, Mass. died on
Wednesday, December 29, at the
Eagle Pond Nursing Home in South
Yarmouth.
Born in Watervliet, N.Y., she was
raised and educated in Philadelphia,
Pa. and attended Temple University
for a year. In 1934, she moved to
Troy, N.Y., and began work as a secretary for Montgomery Ward. She
later was employed as a secretary to
the social services commissioner of
New York State in Albany.
After marrying in 1939, she and
her husband moved to Linden. When
her husband entered the Army in 1942,
she accompanied him, staying in

nearby towns in Kentucky, Arkansas
and California.
When the war ended they returned
to New Jersey, living in Cranford and
Westfield. They came to South
Yarmouth in 1998.
She was predeceased by a daughter,
Joyce Helmstadter, in January of 2004.
Surviving are her husband of 65
years, Harold F. Hitchcox; two daughters, Judith H. Klasson of Belmont,
Mass. and Jean M. Konta of
Cobleskill, N.Y.; a granddaughter and
four grandsons.
Private funeral services were arranged through the Morris Funeral
Home of South Yarmouth.
January 13, 2005

CONTACT We Care to Begin
Volunteer Training Classes
WESTFIELD — CONTACT We
Care, the crisis hotline and listening
center based in Westfield, will begin
its spring training class on Saturday,
February 5.
This orientation session, including
basic instruction in active listening,
will be held at the First Baptist Church
of Westfield, located at 170 Elm Street.
It will be followed by eight weekday sessions at Congregation Beth
Israel, 18 Shalom Way in Scotch
Plains, and will conclude with a final
Saturday session at the First Baptist
Church on April 2.
Prospective volunteers interested
in training to take crisis calls on the
hotline should call Program Director
Eileen Fitzmaurice at (908) 301-1899
for more information.
Every CONTACT volunteer goes

through 50 hours of training before
going solo on the phones. Training
includes classes in active empathetic
listening, dealing with grief, mental
illness, suicide and other topics related to supporting callers in distress.
CONTACT volunteers field nearly
10,000 calls annually and place reassurance calls to the homebound elderly
and disabled in a primary service area
that covers Union, Essex, Middlesex,
Somerset and Morris Counties.
CONTACT, celebrating its 30th
anniversary in Union County this year,
is part of a nationwide network of
crisis centers overseen by the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration and coordinated
by the Mental Health Association of
New York. The network’s new number is (800) 273-TALK.

Serving Westfield and Cranford Area
For Over 108 Years
With Dignity and Respect for all Faiths

Westfield
556 Westfield Avenue
233-0255
John L. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 4100

Cranford
218 North Avenue
276-0255
Charles V. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 3703

Gray Funeral Home
318 East Broad Street
Westfield, New Jersey
William A. Doyle, Manager
New Jersey License Number 2325
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DEATH NOTICE

Joseph P. O’Connor, 87, Grand Knight;
Was Navy Seabee During World War II
Joseph P. O’Connor, 87, of Scotch
Plains died on Monday, January 10,
at home after a brief illness.
Born in Elizabeth, he lived in Scotch
Plains for 55 years.
Mr. O’Connor retired from the New
Carl Joseph Lucchesi, 70, a lifelong resident of Westfield, died on
Sunday, January 9, at Overlook Hospital in Summit.
A 1953 graduate of Westfield High
School, he served in the United States
Navy from 1955 to 1957.
Mr. Lucchesi retired in 1999 after
spending 42 years in the automobile
business.
Surviving are his wife of 45 years,
Shirley Critelli-Lucchesi; a son,
Vincent Lucchesi of Sea Girt; a daughter, Anna Gahm; a sister, Ann
Lucchesi, also of Westfield, and five
grandchildren.
A Mass of Christian Burial was
offered yesterday, Wednesday, January 12, at St. Anne’s Roman Catholic
Church in Garwood. Interment took
place at St. Gertrude Cemetery in
Colonia.
Arrangements were by the Dooley
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Avenue in Westfield.
Memorial contributions may be
made to the Westfield Rescue Squad,
P.O. Box 356, Westfield 07091.

Jersey Bell Telephone Company in
1981 after 45 years of service.
During World War II, he served
with the United States Navy Seabees
as an EM2.
He was a Past Grand Knight and
Past Columbian Club President of
Monsignor Henry J. Watterson Council No. 1711 of the Knights of Columbus.
He also was a Past Faithful Navigator of the John Dawson Gilmary Shea
Assembly Fourth Degree Knights of
Columbus in Elizabeth. Mr. O’Connor
later transferred to the Watchung
General Assembly Fourth Degree
Knights of Columbus in Plainfield.
His memberships also included
American Legion Martin Wallberg
Post No. 3 in Westfield and Plainfield
Elks No. 885.
He was predeceased by his wife of
60 years, Emilie O’Connor, in 2002.
Surviving are a daughter, Barbara
A. Verdic, and a grandson, Joseph T.
Frame, and his wife, Lisa.
A Mass of Christian Burial will be
offered for the repose of his soul at 11
a.m. today, Thursday, January 13, at
St. Bartholomew the Apostle Roman
Catholic Church in Scotch Plains.
Entombment will be at Saint Gertrude
Cemetery in Colonia.
Arrangements are by the Gray Funeral Home, 318 East Broad Street in
Westfield.

January 13, 2005

January 13, 2005

Carl J. Lucchesi, 70

Area/Community News
Beware of Unauthorized Access
To Your Financial Accounts
By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Recently I, among many people,
have been targeted by “phishing”
scams directed at financial customers. Most of the scams involve the use
of fraudulent e-mail messages, which
appear to be from your bank or financial institution. The e-mail makes use
of fraudulent websites to trick people
into sharing personal financial information, such as account numbers,
passwords, Social Security numbers
and other data.
Upon contacting my financial institution, I was made aware that they
were not compromised and do not
forward e-mail messages or make
phone calls asking for personal infor-

mation. The financial industry and
law enforcement agencies are investigating them and are shutting down
the fake websites.
Please remember to: Be suspicious
of emails with urgent requests for
personal financial information. Do
not fill out forms in e-mail messages
that ask for personal financial information. Do not reply to e-mail messages that ask for personal information. Avoid using links in e-mail to
get to Web pages, especially if you
suspect possible credit card theft or
attempts to acquire sensitive information.
Regularly check your bank, credit
and debit card statements to ensure
that all transactions are legitimate.

Mobile Meals of WF Provides
Volunteer Opportunities
By THE JUNIOR LEAGUE OF
ELIZABETH-PLAINFIELD

Think of a favorite aunt who has
broken her hip. A failing parent or
grandparent determined to live at
home. A widow who no longer can
drive.
These are just a few of the 150
clients served – literally – by Mobile
Meals of Westfield, a non-profit organization founded in 1968 and headquartered in a rented kitchen at the
First Baptist Church on Elm Street.
Each week, Mobile Meals prepares,
packages and delivers more than 500
nutritious meals to ill, elderly and
handicapped clients living in the
Westfield area.
Unlike Meals on Wheels, the organization serves anyone with a need,
regardless of age or financial status.
Clients pay a fee, which can be subsidized if needed, for the service. The
organization employs just three
people: a director, responsible for
menu planning and ordering; a cook
and a dishwasher. A pool of 150 volunteers performs the bulk of the labor.
To spend a morning volunteering
at Mobile Meals is to witness efficiency in action. Volunteer packers
gather at 8:30 a.m. Everyone has a
specific role: vegetable chopper, salad
tosser, dessert scooper, sandwich
maker. The director makes certain
that each client’s needs – ranging
from diabetic-friendly to a skim milk
aversion – are met.
Next, the packers form an assembly line, led by the cook, that ensures
that the meals stay hot. The process
leaves little time for sitting, but plenty
for conversation and camaraderie.
“We talk about movies, kids, plays,
books. The time just flies. I enjoy the
other volunteers and knowing that
I’m a small part of easing the worries
of families, especially caregivers,”
says Maribeth Hall, who shares a
shift, volunteering alternate weeks
with her sister-in-law.
The next group of volunteers, the

deliverers, arrives at 10:30. They carry
their route-coded, insulated coolers
to their trunks and finish their deliveries by noon. According to driver
Catherine Clifford, the Mobile Meals
volunteer is often the only personal
contact the client has that day.
“When I show up with a warm
greeting and meal, it makes their day.
I love bringing my daughter, letting
her see me help others. It’s a great
experience for our entire family.”
A volunteer board of directors oversees all operations, including recruiting volunteers, maintaining equipment and space, and securing funds.
“While client payments are an income source, we also rely on private
donations and grants. We’ve received
generous assistance from the United
Way of Westfield, the Westfield Foundation, the Women’s Service League
and the Junior League of ElizabethPlainfield,” Marian McCarthy, board
vice president, explains.
“We’ve also received capital improvement grants from foundations.
And, we’re working with the Westfield
Community Players on a fundraising
event to take place May 13,” she adds.
An immediate need, according to
Mrs. McCarthy, is volunteers. “We
are desperate right now for drivers,
which requires only about a one hour
per week commitment. There is really a way for anyone, whether a
young mom or a retiree, willing to
volunteer for Mobile Meals.”
To volunteer as either a driver or a
packer, or to purchase tickets for the
May 13 event, call Mobile Meals
Director Sharon Goldner at (908) 2336146.
*******
The Junior League of ElizabethPlainfield is an organization of women
committed to promoting volunteerism,
developing the potential of women,
and improving the community through
the effective action and leadership of
trained volunteers. For information
or to join, visit www.jlepnj.org or call
(908) 709-1177.
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ALPHA Groups to Explore
Identity of Jesus Next Week
SCOTCH PLAINS – All are invited to attend the second in a series
of ALPHA discussions at the Willow
Grove Presbyterian Church, located
at 1961 Raritan Road in Scotch Plains.
The topic will be “Who is Jesus?”
Group discussions will be held on
Wednesday, January 19, from 7:15 to
9:15 p.m. and Thursday, January 20,
from 10 a.m. to noon. Both will begin
promptly at their scheduled start times.
Discussion will include evidence
about Jesus outside the Bible and in
the New Testament, given by both
Roman and Jewish historians.
Participants also will explore the
validity of what they read in the Bible
today; whether Jesus was more than
just a great man and moral teacher;
what He said about himself and what
evidence proves the resurrection.
Two church member volunteers will
facilitate the discussions. The format
will be identical each time; however,
the discussion will vary based on what

each participant brings to the table.
Future topics will include “What
happens when we die?,” “How do we
deal with guilt?” and “How can I
make the most of the rest of my life?”
Light snacks, coffee and tea will be
available, followed by a video and
small group discussion. The groups
will continue for nine weeks, through
March 16 and 17. Both groups will be
limited to 10 people each.
Everyone is invited to share their
thoughts, feelings and questions about
Christianity, whatever their viewpoints or backgrounds.
To reserve a space, please call the
church office at (908) 232-5678. Persons who require babysitting are asked
to call the church, which will do its
best to accommodate them.
For more information about this
program, individuals are asked to call
the church and leave their name and
telephone number, and someone will
call them back.

Documentarian to Address
Unitarian Society Sunday
PLAINFIELD – Award-winning
documentarian Ray Blanco will speak
on Sunday, January 16, at 10 a.m. at
the First Unitarian Society of Plainfield
Church, located at 724 Park Avenue in
Plainfield. A forum will follow.
Mr. Blanco, who recently became
Plainfield’s first Latino City Council
member, won an Emmy for his 1997
series “Black and White in Exile.” It
covered the lives of Haitian and Cuban exiles and their interactions with
resident whites and African-Americans in the United States.
Mr. Blanco’s talk will be entitled
“Face to Face with the Other
Plainfield.” His visit is being sponsored by the church’s Racial Justice
Committee to mark “Journey Toward
Wholeness Sunday.”

$1 Mil. Tsunami Aid
Bill Sponsored in State
TRENTON — Assemblymen Neil
M. Cohen and Upendra Chivukula
(D-Somerset), New Jersey’s first
Asian-Indian legislator, plan to introduce legislation that would provide
$1 million in state funds to provide
food and medical supplies to the victims of last week’s earthquake and
resulting tsunami.
The measure also would provide
the state treasurer with discretion in
deciding which relief organizations
would receive funds. The Assemblymen said this provision would help
ensure that the state funds are used to
pay for food, medical supplies and
other direct relief efforts, not administrative costs.
The December 26 earthquake and
tsunami in the Indian Ocean caused
the deaths of at least 150,000 people
in 11 countries. Tens of thousands
more people reportedly remain unaccounted for, and more than
500,000 people reportedly have
been injured.
More than 460,000 Asian Americans, including 160,000 Asian Indians, live in New Jersey.

PREP Caregivers
To Meet January 19
BERKELEY HEIGHTS – The
next meeting of PREP (People Responsible for Elderly Persons) will
take place on Wednesday, January
19, from 7 to 9 p.m. at SAGE’s SpendA-Day Adult Day Health Center, located at 550 Springfield Avenue in
Berkeley Heights.
This support group for caregivers
is offered by SAGE Eldercare, a community resource for eldercare, and
meets on the third Wednesday of
each month.
Participants are provided with
emotional support, community resources, effective problem-solving
and coping strategies, and the chance
to share common concerns with others who are caring for their aging
loved ones. For more information,
please call Ellen McNally, SAGE
InfoCare Director, at (908) 273-4598.

The First Unitarian Society includes members from Westfield,
Scotch Plains and Fanwood, among
more than 40 other Central Jersey
communities.

Physician to Give Talk
About Varicose Veins
SCOTCH PLAINS — On Wednesday, January 26, at 7 p.m., the Scotch
Plains Public Library will present
“New Treatments for Varicose Veins:
A Minimally Invasive Approach,” in
cooperation with Muhlenberg Regional Medical Center in Plainfield.
Dr. David Richmand will discuss
symptoms and the newest treatments
for dull pain, itch or heavy sensations
in legs. He has been in clinical practice since 1982 and is affiliated with
several area hospitals.
Pre-registration is optional. The
program will be free and open to all.
Light refreshments will be served.
The library is located at 1927 Bartle
Avenue. For further information or
directions, please call (908) 322-5007.

Concepts & Thought

“PASTA NONA”…The Tiger Class of Wesley Hall Nursery School recently
celebrated “Christmas in Italy” with Michael Birle’s grandmother, Luisa Berardo.
Mrs. Berardo, or “Nona,” told the children stories about her childhood Christmases
in Italy and taught them how to make cavatelli, a favorite pasta. Pictured, above,
Mrs. Berardo rolls cavatelli with, counterclockwise from left: Tommy Beck,
Matthew Viscido, Michael Birle and Hana Fujiyoshi. The Tiger class studied
holiday traditions around the world as part of their weekly passport program.
Wesley Hall Nursery School is housed in the First United Methodist Church in
Westfield. Tours are currently being offered before February’s registration for the
2005-2006 school year. To schedule an appointment, please call (908) 233-9570.

Alumni Assoc. to Welcome
Robert Checchio at Meeting
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School
(SPFHS) Alumni Association will
welcome guest speaker Robert
Checchio during its regular meeting
on Tuesday, January 18, at 7:30 p.m.
in Room 101 at SPFHS.
A member of the Class of 1968, Mr.
Checchio is a retired AT&T programmer
and private licensed pilot. He will speak
about the advocacy of general aviation.

Dean’s List Recognition
Received by Bassman
SCOTCH PLAINS – Jennifer
Bassman, the daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Theodore Bassman of Scotch
Plains, has been named to the Dean’s
List for the first semester of the 20042005 school year at Hope College in
Holland, Mich. She is a senior.

Preschool immersion
The product of a French father, an
Italian mother, and an American
preschool, four year old
Borzaro is fluent in three languages.
She illustrates the remarkable
capability of young children to learn
an ability Noah's Ark
Preschool Owner Danielle Marino is
ready to utilize with "Bilingual
Babies," a full language immersion
program for children 2 years old.
Modeled after successful programs
in Europe and Canada, Spanish is
not a subject in Bilingual Babies,
rather the medium in which a
standard Preschool curriculum is
taught. Only Spanish is spoken in
the class introducing children, with
a multi-sensory approach to:
creative arts, language arts, music,
story telling and games. This is a
full immersion experience where
children pick up language quickly.

According to the National Institute
of Health and Human Development,
a child's brain is most receptive to
language in the first few years of
life. This is due to the explosive
increase in the number of neural
connections. Without stimulation
however, those connections
disappear. This creates an incredible
window of opportunity for picking
up foreign language. Marino sought
an immersion program for her own
newborn child, Lucia'bella, only to
realize the closest programs were in
thus, the creation of
Bilingual Babies. This program is
for parents who want their child to
be bilingual, but can't offer that
themselves. For further information
about toddlers language, the
Bilingual Babies, or traditional
Noah's Ark classes in English, call
Danielle Marino at (908) 232.7027.

The Bilingual Baby provides an excellent overall,
early childhood, curriculum with an emphasis on
social development and the Spanish language.
A Five Full Day Program For Toddlers

Call Today For Registration Details

232-7027

SPFHS graduates are invited to join
the association. Membership information will be available at the January 18 meeting.
Construction on the organization’s
Alumni Walk is about to begin at the
high school. Donations are still being
accepted for the project. All proceeds
benefit the SPFHS Alumni Association Scholarship Fund.
For more information, please call
(908) 889-2089 or (908) 232-1468.

Josh Ricca Graduates
Kutztown University
SCOTCH PLAINS – Scotch
Plains resident Josh Ricca graduated from Kutztown University
in Pennsylvania with a Bachelor
of Science degree in Telecommunications/Production/Speech
and Theatre. Josh received his
degree during commencement
exercises held on December 18.

See it all on the Web!

www.goleader.com
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Free Technical Education
Offered at County Vo-Tech
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Union
County Vocational-Technical High
School (UCVTS), located on
Raritan Road in Scotch Plains, will
once again offer free technical education to high school sophomores,
juniors and seniors on a sharedtime basis for the 2005-2006 academic year.
Shared-time students attend their
home high school for part of the
day, taking required academics, and
attend UCVTS for the remainder of
the day, majoring in a technical program.
Each school year, hundreds of
Union County public high school
pupils choose to begin their “professional careers” while in high school
by enrolling in one of the UCVTS’
program areas.
Students can choose from a variety
of technical programs, including allied health, auto collision, auto technology, baking, building trades, carpentry/construction, child development, commercial art, computer-aided
drafting and design, computer repair,
cosmetology, criminal justice, culinary arts, electrical technology, horticulture, graphic communications,
masonry, office occupations, office
systems technology, supermarket
technology and welding.
UCVTS Counselor Barbara
Kaczmarek stated, “Parents and
guardians should realize that there is
no charge to a student’s family to
attend UCVTS. In addition, the
student’s home high school district is
responsible for transporting the student to and from the Scotch Plains
campus.”
Along with classroom/shop training, UCVTS offers programs like
school-to-work and internships where
students obtain real world experience.
By successfully completing specific
UCVTS courses, graduates can also

earn tuition-free college credit.
According to Ms. Kaczmarek,
UCVTS graduates are prepared to
directly enter the workforce or continue their education in approved apprenticeship programs or at two- or
four-year colleges.
Ms. Kaczmarek also noted that a
growing number of UCVTS graduates are opting for college and use
their UCVTS education to “jump
start” their college careers.
UCVTS is currently accepting
shared-time applications for the 20052006 school year. To receive an application or learn more about enrollment, please call (908) 889-8288,
extension no. 341.

Faith Lutheran Reveals
Tsunami Relief Effort
COUNTY – The Faith Lutheran
Church, located at 524 South Street
in New Providence, has announced
a major effort to provide relief and
support for victims of the tsunami
that struck South Asia on December 26.
Through a special fund, Living
Faith Responds, the congregation
will match contributions for the relief effort on a dollar for dollar
basis, up to $50,000.
The funds will then be disbursed
to Lutheran World Relief (LWR),
which has for half a century cared
for people in disaster and crisis situations. All funds received will go
directly for tsunami relief.
Checks should be made payable
to “Faith Lutheran Church” and
marked either “tsunami” or “LWR.”
All gifts up to $50,000 received by
Friday, April 1, will be matched 100
percent. Further information can be
obtained from either Pastor Murdoch
MacPherson or Pastor Walter
Lichtenberger at (908) 464-5177.

Small groups & Low tuition
Improve 100, 150, 200 + points
Powerful test taking tips
Certified Teachers

OUR 28TH YEAR OF SERVICE
NEW WRITING SECTION
CHATHAM, SCOTCH PLAINS,
SUMMIT, METUCHEN, EDISON
EDUCATIONAL SERVICES CENTER
WWW.ESCTESTPREP.COM

1-800-762-8378
PSAT / SAT

SO MANY CHOICES...

WHY NOT CHOOSE THE BEST?
 SAT I & II Preparation
 College Advising
 Test Prep: ASK, GEPA, HSPA,
SSAT, ISEE, PSAT
 Private Tutoring - All Subjects, All
Grades
 Academic Pre-School Support
 Gifted & Talented
 Remedial and Enrichment Classes
 Educational Evaluations
 Birthday Parties
 Girl Scout Badges

Make the
difference in your
child’s education!

Personalized Attention:
4-8 Students Per Class
State-Certified,
Experienced Teachers

New SAT I begins
March 2005
Call us with your
PSAT results. We’ll
analyze them and help
you achieve your
best score!

Voted Best
Tutoring
Company in
Union County

Register Now for Winter!
Programs
for Grades
Pre-K through 12

In person, by phone or on our website
424 Central Ave., 2nd Floor Rear
Westfield NJ 07090 908-654-0110

161 Washington Valley Rd., Suite 208
Warren, NJ 07059 732-748-2020

www.TheEnrichmentCenter.com
Resumes accepted from State-Certified Teachers

The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

THE WEEK

See it all in color at!
www.goleader.com

IN

Thursday, January 13, 2005

SPORTS

Page 11

Sports Section
Pages 11-15

HAYES NETS 19, FORD AND LEWIS HIT 14 POINTS

Raider Boys Rumble Past
Blue Devil Hoopmen, 66-52
By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Two rivals, two young teams and
high emotions set the stage before a
packed house at Scotch Plains-

Fanwood High School on January 6.
The hosting Raiders came on strong
in the second half to grab a, 66-52,
victory over the 2-6 Westfield Blue
Devils.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BATTLING FOR CONTROL…Capturing the basketball was anything
but easy as Blue Devil Billy Hearon, middle, Raiders Jeff Marable, No. 5,
and DJ Garrett get it on under the board.

The 3-4 Raiders put four men in
double figures. Senior forward Gavin
Ford and junior guard Rob Lewis
each netted 14 points. Junior forward
Sean Young scored 13 and senior
forward Jeff Marable scored 10.
Sophomore Greg Bayard came off
the bench and sank seven points.
Blue Devil senior point guard Erik
Hayes led all scorers with 19 points
and scored 10 of his points in the
fourth quarter. Junior forward Josh
Gerckens bagged 12, including one
from long range. Senior guard Billy
Hearon sank nine, had four assists
and four steals and senior forward
Bryan Power scored seven points,
including a three-pointer. Sophomore
Tom Bonard connected from downtown and went 1-for-2 from the stripe.
“Before we came out, we talked
about trying to be a tougher team,
rebounding, taking charges, being
aggressive, getting loose balls and
we’re working at that,” said Blue Devil
Head Coach Kevin Everly. “We did
some good things, but we had some
lulls in the game where they outhustled us and we were unable to
match up their intensity and their
toughness. Hayes on the court is our
pure scorer and he played a good
game. We missed having Mike
Venezia today because he’s our other
scorer. Basically, we rely on those
two to do all the scoring and without
one of them a lot of the responsibilities goes to other guys who are not
used to doing it.”
CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

MILLER SCORES 20, KLIMOWICZ 14 PTS, 13 BOARDS

Veteran Lady Raiders Down
Blue Devil Hoopsters, 65-40
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Four years ago (2001-2002), the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
girls basketball team realized a promising future with the emergence of
three very talented freshmen in Jenny
Burke, Hillary Klimowicz and Maura
Gillooly. With the trio’s addition, the
Raiders let it be known that they were
going to be contenders for Union
County dominance and finished their
season with a remarkable 21-5 record.
On January 6 in Westfield, the defending Union County Tournament
champions led by that veteran trio,
with the assistance of several young
players of their own, defeated a very

youthful Blue Devil team that seems
to have displayed a similar brightness
that the 2001-2002 Raiders did. The
Raiders came home with a 65-40 victory but the Blue Devils showed a
spark that could turn into quite a
blaze in the future.
The Blue Devils hung with the
Raiders, sans Klimowicz, in the first
half and trailed just 23-17 at the
buzzer. However Klimowicz, supported by a full-court press that created many turnovers, emerged and
led the Raiders on a 21-8 tear in the
third quarter. She hit seven of her
team-leading 14 points – bringing
her career total to 1,602 – in the
quarter and played only six minutes

in the final quarter. Klimowicz, who
was 4-for-5 from the line, finished
with seven blocked shots, 13 rebounds
and four assists.
Senior Raider guards Jenny Burke
and Elizabeth Decataldo bucketed 12
points apiece, with Decataldo connecting on 2-of-3 from three-point
range. Junior forward Lauren
Benevengo sank 10 points, pulled
down 14 rebounds and made three
blocked shots to go along with a gamehigh five steals. Senior Maura Gillooly
netted seven points, one 3-pointer,
and a team high five assists.
The Blue Devils, with their passing
quickness and team speed, showed a
CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CLEARING IT AS COOL AS A CUCUMBER…Raider “Iceberg” Bryant clears 5’10” at the Union County Boys Indoor
Track Relays. Bryant and teammate Sean Smith each cleared 5’10” to claim first in the team high jump.

BROADBENT’S KICK HELPS DEVILS WIN SPRINT MEDLEY

Raiders Take 2nd, Devils 4th
At County Boys Track Relays
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Elizabeth High School placed in
seven of the eight events to win the
Union County Boys Relays at Dunn
enter in Elizabeth on January 5 but it
was a very small margin that determined the difference between second
place and fourth. The Scotch PlainsFanwood boys won two events and
added a second place, a fourth and a
fifth to nip Union (32 points) and
Westfield (31.75 points) for second
place with 34 points.
The Raiders’ strength came in the
field events. Heavers Mike Allemen
at 39’3”, John Badala at 39’6.5” and
senior Ted Acosta at 46’0” won the
team shot put with a total distance of
124’3.5” and Sean Smith and Iceberg
Bryant each cleared 5’10” to win the
team high jump with a height of 11’8”.
Prior to the high jump event, Raider
coach Rich McGriff said, “We should
win it if they jump well. Sean has
been over six feet and Iceberg has
been over 5’10”. We are looking to
get over 12 feet. Usually 12 feet wins.”
With reference to the shot put victory,
Raider coach Jeff Koegel said, “Teddy
has been throwing around 46-47, John’s
a sophomore and Mike, he’s a freshman,
big kid though! He looks like a senior.
We went in thinking we could throw
around 120 feet. We did better than that.
It’s consistency! Some teams might have
a 50-foot shot putter but then they drop
off after that. When you have a three man
rather than a two man (shot put team),
balance pays off more.”

The Blue Devils were masters of
the distance events and won the first
of their three first places in the second
event of the evening, the distance
medley relay, with a time of 11:25.8
to outpace by more than a lap the
Cranford Cougars who came in second at 12:04.5. Kris Kagen ran the
first leg, finishing his 880 yards in
2:13.4. Scott Steinberg ran the 440 in
59.7, Rob Broadbent finished the
1,200 leg in 3:26.9 and anchor Jeff
Perrella glided across the finish line,
finishing his mile in 4:45.8. The Raiders finished fourth at 12:07.8.
Relating the difference between
spring track and the tightness of the
laps in indoor track, Kagen said, “You

ELM STREET
SERVICE CENTER
Complete Auto Repair
Foreign & Domestic
NJ State Inspection
• Emission Repair Facility
• Tune-ups & Batteries
• A/C Service
• Tires & Brakes
Auto
Care
• Road Service
Center

Serving Ocean &
Monmouth Counties

“The Proven Leader At The Shore”
1805 Route 35
Pt. Pleasant Beach, NJ 08742

Office: 732-714-7900 Ext. 112
Sales & Vacation Rentals

E-Mail: jdevine@childers-re.com
www.childers-re.com

138 Elm St • Westfield
908-232-1937

WESTFIELD LIMO TRANS CORP
from Westfield • Garwood • Cranford
Scotch Plains / Fanwood
to NWK Airport
$
.00

25

Scotch Plains / Fanwood
to JFK - LAG
$
.00
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908-654-1140

Ceramic Tile & Marble
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Kitchens & Baths

732-340-0320
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plus tolls

1-866-795-TAXI

Joseph P. Devine
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Westfield Baseball League
Registration Day for
Spring 2005 Season
Kindergarten thru 9th Grade

Please Register ON-LINE
www.westfieldbaseball.com
A special note for girls K to grade 1: All girls are welcome but please be
advised that the Girls' Westfield Softball Assoc. may be holding
instructional clinics, which may be a preferable program for your child.

For More Information E-mail the WBL at:
westfieldbaseball@hotmail.com

Goods & Services You Need!
AUTO REPAIR

try to do as best you can. It is slippery.
You take kind of an outside turn. In
indoor track, it’s not a matter of time,
it’s a matter of beating people.”
“I almost fell on the first turn,” said
Steinberg. “You’ve got to change your
speed all the time. Your momentum
doesn’t carry you through.”
“It was my first indoor race here, so
I didn’t want to take it out too fast and
fall,” said Broadbent. “I knew we would
be in the lead after Kagen and
Steinberg. I just wanted to maintain
that and get the biggest lead that I
could. Once I got a good pace I kept it.”
“We came here to run hard and run
against the best Union County has to
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Devil’s Den

Lady Raiders Maul
Cougar Cagers, 56-28
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School girls basketball team mauled
the Cranford Cougars, 56-28, in
Cranford on January 4. Senior Hillary
Klimowicz bucketed 17 points to
bring her career total to 1,588, pulled
12 rebounds and made six blocks for
the 4-3 Raiders.
Jen Burke sank 10 points and had
five assists and Allie Zazzali scored
nine points. Maura Gillooly netted
seven points and Loni Kaye had six.
Rebecca Flanagan scored 12 points
and Lisa Livonas had 10 for the 3-3
Cougars.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood
Cranford

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

DEFENSE WINS GAMES…Vikings senior forward Kathryn Murray,
No.13, and junior forward Eileen Dopert, No. 22, dazed the Cougar
shooters when it counted. Murray then hit four of six from the stripe to
lift Union Catholic to a, 43-37, overtime victory.

HENDRICKS SINKS 12, WALLS NETS 11

Lady Viking Cagers Tip
Crusaders, 43-37, in OT
By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Viking senior forward Kathryn
Murray performed heroic deeds from
the stripe hitting four of six and
junior guard Ally Walls fired in four
of her 11 points in overtime to earn
the Union Catholic High School girls’
basketball team a 43-37, victory over
3-2 A. L. Johnson on January 7 in
Scotch Plains.
Junior guard Leslie Hendricks netted 12 points and pulled down seven
rebounds to lead the Vikings. Junior
guard Courtney Harris was on fire
from the free throw line sinking six
of eight in the final quarter for a total
of eight points. Junior guard Aerielle
Belk finished with five points. Kelli
and Jamilia Pflug burned the nets
with 29 points for the Crusaders.
“We were getting exactly the shots
we wanted in the first half except
they were not falling for us,” said
Walls. “What kept us in the game
was our defense. We doubled the
guards, tried to rile them up a little
and get them to throw the ball away
and it worked.”
Both teams started slowly and
struggled with their shots in the first
quarter. Hendricks and Walls each
sank two points as the quarter ended
6-4 in favor of the Crusaders.
The lead changed hands throughout the second quarter. Hendricks
fired in five points. Murray and Belk
each scored two points and junior
forward Kim Hannam added one but
the Crusaders maintained a 16-14
lead going into the locker room.
Both teams had difficulty locating

the hoop in the third quarter but the
Crusaders out-pointed the Vikings,
6-4. In the fourth quarter, Walls came
off the bench and hit three jumpers
from the outside perimeter. With the
aid of Hannam and Eileen Dopart,
Harris took control of the boards
then performed magic by hitting six
of eight from the stripe.
“I love playing defense and I love
getting people up tempo and playing
that kind of a game. Our man-toman defense was doing okay but in
the second half we all came out and
played as one,” said Hannam.
Hendricks added two points to tie
the contest, 33-33 at the end of regulation.
The Vikings dazed the Crusaders
with strong man-to-man defensive
play the overtime period, but it was
Murray who tranquilized the Crusaders most effectively swooshing four
points from the stripe to open up a
nine-point lead. Walls hit two buckets, Hendricks added three and Belk
contributed with two in the quarter.
“We were not patient during a good
part of the game. We were just throwing the ball around and lost it on
turnovers,” said Harris. “In the fourth
quarter, we came together, were patient, saw the cutters and got the ball
where it needed to be. Defensively,
we played up on the Pflug sisters and
to try to keep the ball away from
them and it worked to our advantage. Coach Matthews told us that
good defense wins games. We did
and we came through at the end.”
Johnson
Union Cath.
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Lady Bulldogs Chill
Blue Devil Cagers
The Malcolm X. Shabazz High
School girls basketball team chilled
Westfield, 76-32, in Newark on January 4. Kellindra Zackery netted 17
points, 11 rebounds and three steals
for the 5-1 Bulldogs and freshman
Erin Miller led the 3-2 Blue Devils
with 15 points while Anne McGrath
scored 10.
Westfield
Shabazz

4 10 8 10
25 16 20 15

32
76

Bulldog Cagers Clout
Blue Devil Boys, 78-65
The Malcolm X. Shabazz High
School boys basketball team upped
its record to 6-1 with a 78-65 win over
host Westfield on January 4. The
Bulldogs erupted with 25 points in
the fourth quarter to grab the victory.
Senior Eric Hayes banged in 24
points for 2-3 Westfield while Tom
Bonard sank 18, Mike Venezia scored
12, Billy Hearon put in six and Josh
Gerckens added five points.
Shabazz
Westfield

14 19 20 25
18 18 18 11

78
65

Raider B’ballers Rout
Old Bridge Boys, 61-44
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School boy’s basketball team boosted
it record to 4-4 by defeating Old
Bridge, 61-44, in Scotch Plains on
January 8. Gavin Ford led the Raiders
with 20 points and 13 rebounds.
Brian Dougher banged in three 3pointers and finished with 11 points.
Sean Young netted 10 points and had
five assists. Greg Bayard scored nine
points.
Old Bridge
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood

7 16 15 6
14 17 17 13

44
61

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
BUILDING DEPARTMENT
Effective immediately, The Westfield
Building Department’s Wednesday
evening hours are from 4:30 PM to 7:00
PM.
Kenneth Marsh, Town Engineer.
2 T - 1/6/05
& 1/13/05, The Leader
Fee: $18.36
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Chris Campbell to be Inducted
In Wrestling Hall of Fame
By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Any discussion of the greatest male
athletes to ever walk the halls of
Westfield High School has to include
Chris Campbell. It would also include
Frank Ketcham, Jim Turpin, Bobby
Dougherty, Sam Mitchell, Dave
Townley, Marty Howarth, Joe Wiendl,
Bobby Flynn, Dave Brown, Brian
Ciemniecki and many others.
But anybody who ever saw Chris
Campbell in the Westfield Boys Football League, or later as a wrestler at
WHS, knew they were watching somebody very special. Campbell gave up
football in eighth grade and he gave
up all sports by his junior year, to
concentrate on his religious beliefs.
Finally as a senior, he started to fulfill
his athletic promise, going 26-0 with
20 pins en route to the state 168pound wrestling championship (he
also lettered in spring track).
As a walk-on at the University of
Iowa, he won four Big Ten titles and
two NCAA championships, quickly
earning a full scholarship. After college, he became a world champion in
freestyle wrestling and was on two
U.S. Olympic Teams – 1980, when
President Carter had the U.S. boycott
the Moscow Games, and 1992, when
he won a bronze medal at the age of 38.
It’s not exaggeration to say Campbell
would have easily won Olympic gold
medals in 1980 (when he was No. 1 in
the world) and 1984 (when an injury
forced him to miss the Trials, and his
“fill-in” captured the gold).
So the recent news of Campbell’s
selection as a Distinguished Member
of the National Wrestling Hall of Fame
in Stillwater, Okla., was not a big
surprise (other than why it took so
long). Also being inducted in early
June are wrestlers Zeke Smith and
Kurt Angle (yep, the current WWE
star), and J Robinson, an assistant
coach at Iowa when Campbell was
there and currently the coach at Minnesota.
Campbell, now an attorney living
in Fairfax, Calif., outside San Francisco, has been retired from competition for 12 years. But in his day, there
was nobody better. Well, almost nobody.
“There
was
(Makharbek)
Khadartsev,” Campbell said the other
day, remembering the legendary Russian who beat Campbell 7-0 in the
opening round at the 1992 Olympics
in Barcelona. Khardartsev’s victory
avenged his first career defeat, which
Campbell had handed him a year earlier in Hungary.
Campbell came back from that
opening-round loss to win three
straight bouts against world-ranked
opponents, setting up a bronze medal
match against Puntsag Sukhbat, a
former Olympic medalist and a leg-

end in Asian wrestling. Campbell’s
overtime victory made him the oldest
wrestling medal winner in Olympic
history.
TRIVIA QUESTION
Newton won the first three NJSIAA
wrestling tournament team titles.
Where were those meets held?
PHOTO ID
In last week’s Leader, on the op-ed
page, there was a photo of the 1964
Westfield American Legion team that
finished second in the state tournament. One player in the back row was
not identified and he was Steve Wright.
A decent right-handed pitcher, Wright
was better known as one of the best
outside shooters in WHS basketball
history. He had a solid college hoops
career at Hartwick.
That is the type of photo we’re looking for to run with each week’s Devil’s
Den … so get up in your attics and
rummage through those old scrapbooks
and see what you can find. Then mail it
to Devil’s Den, c/o The Westfield
Leader, 251 NorthAve. West, Westfield,
N.J. 07090. Please include as much
identification as you can. We will return the photo to you after it is used.
IN THE FAMILY
Mountainside’s Linnea Buttermore,
who attends Governor Livingston
Regional in Berkeley Heights, won
the girls division at Saturday’s 28th
North Brunswick Diving Invitational
with 273.90 points. She is the daughter of Glenn Buttermore, WHS Class
of 1975 and a former Blue Devils
diver during the era of Steve Schramm,
Chab Betz, Ron Posyton, Steve
Tourtellotte and John Krakora.
In 1973, Glenn finished second at
the Union County championships and
sixth in the state championships. As a
senior he was fifth at the county meet.
A FOND FAREWELL
Jim Love, WHS Class of 1956,
passed away recently. Though I never
met Jim, his younger brother Pete was
a senior football/baseball player at
WHS when I was a sophomore and we
shared a study hall table together. Jim
had the ironic fate to be a standout on
the 1956 WHS swim team, the last
WHS swim team not to win the Union
County championship until 1999,
when the streak ended after 42 consecutive years.
At that 1956 meet, WHS finished
third with 29 points, behind Pingry
(41) and Plainfield (30). But Love
won the 100 backstroke and joined
with Teddy Gates, captain Carl
Tongberg and Bob Reddell to win the
medley relay.
Pete Love, now living in Arizona,
was a wild, kamikaze kinda guy on
the kickoff team for coach Les Zorge’s
last WHS team in 1960. As a baseball
pitcher, Pete was also kinda wild – as

likely to walk you as strike you out.
Wearing those thick glasses with the
“Buddy Holly” rims, he walked 10
batters in 3 2/3 innings of a 1960 game
against Johnson Regional of Clark –
Westfield amazingly won the game 32. Pete also pitched several years for
Robert Turner’s Westfield Merchants
in the old Union County League.
CONTEST UPDATE
So far we have received just one
response to our What Year Was the
Best for WHS? contest. Remember,
it’s easy to enter, and you can win a
night at the Jolly Trolley with the
Corbin brothers, Horace and Dave.
Just guess which WHS school year
you think had the best overall winning
percentage and email it to me at the
address at the bottom of the column.
After computing all the year-by-year
won-lost records, the winner will be
announced in the spring.
REMEMBER WHEN …
Jan. 9, 1934: The first swim meet in
WHS history is a 61-17 loss to Columbia at the Westfield YMCA’s
Rooke Pool.
Jan. 10, 1941: In its first varsity
wrestling match, WHS loses to Roselle
Park 38-0. The Panthers were a wrestling power, finishing second at the
1940 and 1941 state championships.
The wrestling experiment at WHS
lasted just two years (as a club team in
1940, then the ’41 varsity team) and
the sport didn’t return for 17 years.
Jan. 11, 1963: The first WHS swim
meet ever at Wallace Pool was held,
with coach Walt Clarkson’s Blue Devils avenging a 1962 loss to Pingry
with a 61-35 rout. Ted Connell and
Bill Haney finished 1-3 in the 200 in
a key race against Pingry’s Andy
Ullrick and John Trull.
Jan. 12, 1962: WHS’s 59-meet win
streak is ended by Pingry (see above),
and this was also the first loss by a
WHS varsity team during the 196162 school year.
Jan. 12, 2002: Jackie Cusimano hits
seven 3-pointers in a girls basketball
game against Union.
Jan. 16, 1974: Debbie Lawyer scores
37 points (still the school record) in an
86-49 victory over Roselle Park. The
86 points is still a school one-game
record.
Jan. 19, 2002: Jackie Cusimano
scores 33 points against East Side of
Newark.
TRIVIA ANSWER
The 1934-37 NJSIAA wrestling
championships were held at Union
High School. After Newton won the
first three years, the host Farmers won
in 1937.
Bruce Johnson’s Devil’s Den appears every Thursday in The Westfield
Leader. Contact him with comments
or ideas at bj1019@aol.com

Visit us at burgdorff.com to see all our homes for sale.

CRANFORD

$435,000

Wonderful Colonial offers a new Kitchen with custom cabinets, stainless steel appliances, 3-4 Bedrooms, Formal Dining Room, large Living Room and deck. A must see!

WESTFIELD

$575,000

Bright & sunny 4 Bedroom, 2.5 bath home awaits you. Large rooms,
wood floors, updated Eat-In Kitchen with oak cabinets, newer baths,
Central Air Conditioning, patio. Great location for schools, transportation and shopping. $575,000

FANWOOD

$375,000

MOUNTAINSIDE

$719,000

Move right into this lovely Fanwood Colonial! It has everything. A
perfect blend of old and new. Windows, Central Air Conditioning
and bathroom have been updated while the Living Room exudes
warmth and charm.

Stunning Ranch on nearly a half acre of lovely grounds on the edge
of the Watchung Reservation. Bright and open floor plan, move-in
condition, 7 rooms, 3 Bedrooms, 2.5 baths, 2 fireplaces, large finished basement, Central Air Conditioning and much more.

SCOTCH PLAINS

SCOTCH PLAINS

$650,000

Sprawling Ranch style home, close to elementary and middle schools,
Fanwood Center and NYC transportation. All large rooms on nearly
one acre of land.

$719,000

Beautiful 10-room center hall Colonial on half acre of private grounds
on edge of Watchung Reservation. Very spacious and gracious 4
Bedrooms, 2.5 baths, great Ktichen and Family Room, 2 fireplace,
great condition and loaded with amenities.

For all your mortgage needs Call ERA Mortgage at 888-421-3813
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Westfield Icemen Hold Own
Against Tough Opponents

Blue Devil Bowlers Tie Tigers
For WCT Nat. Division Lead
The Westfield High School bowling team currently has a 6-1 record
as of January 7 and is tied for first
place in the Watchung Conference
National Division.
The Blue Devils’ most recent win
was against No. 2 rated Linden on
January 6 at Hyway Bowl in Linden.
The Blue Devils out-pinned the Tigers 2,747-2,610 and had a 7-0
sweep, which left both teams with
identical 49-10 team points.
The first game was a hard-fought,
884-837, victory. Senior Captain
Brian Stotter bowled a strong, at the
right time, 192 game. Sophomore
Harrison Mercado had a 217 high
game and senior Brian Burkhardt
had a 186 to assist Stotter.
In the second game, Westfield held
on for an 893-863 win. Sophomore
super sub Bryan Elsasser led the

Blue Devils with a high game of 202.
Stotter, Burkhardt and Mercado all
chipped in with solid games to hold
back the Tigers, which was led by
The Star-Ledger Bowler of the Week
Anthony Amato (213).
Westfield bowled a season-high
970 in the third game to out-point
the Tigers with 910. Mercado had a
high game of 234 as sophomore
Tristan Bellotti joined in with a 193.
Tiger Wadell Ward came from a high
JV game of 264 to lead the varsity in
the final game with a 230. Elsasser
joined the varsity for Westfield after
he had bowled a 203 in the first JV
game.
The Blue Devils will compete in
the prestigious Mid-Winter Classic
at Brunswick Zone Carolier Lanes
in North Brunswick on Saturday,
January 15, at 1:30 p.m.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WORKING A TILT…Blue Devil Andrew Shaffer, right, works for a tight waist
tilt on Kardinal Nick Cedola in the 152-lb bout. Shaffer won a 16-5, majority
decision.

SHAFFER, WHITNEY GET 9TH WINS

Blue Devil Matmen Win
Five of Six vs Kardinals
By DAVID B. CORBIN

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Raider Matmen Win 2, Lose 1
At Patriot Duals in Blairstown
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School wrestling team went 2-1 at the
Patriot Duals in Blairstown on January 8. The Raiders defeated East
Stroudsburg, Pa., 57-16, and Lenape
Valley, 37-35, but lost to host North
Warren, 42-28.
Raider heavyweight Marc Fabiano
won all three of his bouts via firstperiod falls, the quickest being in 56
seconds over East Stroudsburg’s L.
Thompson. At 145-lbs, Anthony
Ferrante recorded a third-period fall
over his Pa. opponent, won a 12-4,
majority decision over North Warren’s
Doug Anderson and nipped Brett
Leister of Lenape Valley, 3-2 in sudden death overtime.

WESTFIELD

Sal Gano won all three of his bouts
at 119-lbs. He pinned his Pa. opponent, won 10-8 over North Warren’s
Kyle Jablon and received a forfeit
against Lenape Valley. Pat Mineo won
both of his bouts at 140-lbs via pins.
Nick Giannaci recorded a fall and
received a forfeit.
Trevor Cannon pinned his Pa. opponent at 112-lbs and dropped two
decisions. Ricky Olsson at 125-lbs,
won via fall and forfeit and lost one
via fall. At 152-lbs, A.J. Watson won
a 5-2 decision against North Warren
but lost his other two bouts. Rob
Bethea recorded a 12-9 victory in his
only bout at 171-lbs and Keith Baker
won via fall against East Stroudsburg.

minute to grab a 5-4 lead. Westfield
did come back to salvage a 5-5 tie.
Sophomore Brian Davidson, senior Brady Lau and senior captain
Greg Speir each fired in a goal and
junior assistant captain Sal Esposito
ripped in two goals. Senior Ryan
Madaras contributed with two assists.
The Blue Devils nearly won the game
after senior captain Brent Davis deflected a shot that got behind the
goalie, but hit the post in the game’s
final minute.
Westfield’s week concluded with
another game against Verona. Verona
jumped out to a 2-0 lead, but Davis
scored two goals to tie the game.
Verona answered with two more goals
to win the game 4-2 and hand the
Blue Devils their first conference loss
of the season.

By ANDREW GOLDMAN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SETTING UP A HEAD SMOTHER…Blue Devil Dan Whitney, top, begins to
turn out the lights on Kardinal Jayce Burton in the 171-lb bout.
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Forfeiting eight bouts out of 14
makes it impossible for a team to win
a wrestling match, so the best that can
be done is to maximize the efforts of
the individuals who are competing.
Although the Westfield High School
wrestling team dropped a 54-25 decision to Kearny – 48 points via forfeit
– on January 7 in Westfield, the Blue
Devils managed to win five of the six
bouts that were contested.
Blue Devils Andrew Shaffer and
Dan Whitney both improved their
records to 9-2 with impressive victories. Mark Boyd and Matt Kamel
each recorded falls and Colin Willard
won via decision.
The Blue Devils were en route to
make a clean sweep but 119-lb Colin
MacKay, who was leading 4-2 at the
time and working a little too hastily to
get a pin, instead fell victim to a
headlock fall in 1:28 to Kardinal Chris
Osborne.
Kamel, at 125-lbs, recorded a
takedown and two near falls in the
first period, then added an escape,
two takedowns and a near fall to carry
a 14-1 lead into the third period.
Kamel took Kardinal Marcus Diniz
to the mat and immediately rocked
him in a cradle to record a fall in 4:35.
Although not particularly happy
with his performance, Shaffer recorded a 16-5, majority decision over
152-lb Nick Cedola. He was especially effective on his feet recording
four takedowns, one a slick duck under and another a step back and shoot
to a double leg.
“I made a lot of mistakes,” con-

Open House: Sun 1/16 12-4 PM

$579,000

fessed Shaffer. “I put myself in some
bad positions but I made some progress
with my drags. I’m not great with my
tilts but I tried them anyway.”
At 160-lbs, Boyd shot several times
in the first period for double leg
takedowns, but always found himself
clenched in a head-and-arm situation
by Kardinal Brian Wiltrout. In the
second period, Boyd pulled off a fine
side single takedown with a limp arm
then clamped Wiltrout in 2:42.
“He was a lot stronger than I
thought. He kept getting my head
then finally I took my shot, got around
the corner and he tried to roll on me.
I let him roll and pinned him halfway
through it,” Boyd explained.
At 171-lbs, Whitney recorded two
takedowns and a reversal before headsmothering Jayce Burton in 3:03.
“I got into his head a little bit then
I shot an alright high crotch. He tried
a type of roll and I caught him there,”
explained Whitney.
Willard recorded a first period
takedown and added a penalty point
and a reversal in the third period to
claim a 5-1 decision over Joe Topchev
at 189-lbs.
WEIGHT SEQUENCE:
103: — Phil Cruz (K) won forfeit
112: — Joey Malaquias (K) won forfeit
119: — Osborne (K) p. MacKay, 1:28
125: — Kamel (W) p. Diniz, 4:35
130: — Don Plaugic (K) won forfeit
135: — Mike Gouveia (K) won forfeit
140: — Kyle Stalk (K) won forfeit
145: — Steve Cedola (K) won forfeit
152: — Shaffer (W) md Nick Cedola, 165
160: — Boyd (W) p. Wiltrout, 2:42
171: — Whitney (W) p. Burton, 3:03
189: — Willard (W) d Topchev, 5-1
215: — Joe DosSantos (K) won forfeit
Hwt: — Adam Pearsall (K) won forfeit

SCOTCH PLAINS

The Westfield High School Blue
Devil Ice Hockey team continued its
season with three games last week.
Two of the three games were in conference play. The first game was
against Watchung Hills.
Watchung took an early 1-0 lead
but senior captain Greg Speir scored
to tie the game. The game entered the
third period with the Blue Devils holding a 3-2 advantage on additional
goals by sophomore defenseman
Philip Buonocore and Speir’s second
of the game. However, Westfield was
unable to hold the lead and the game
ended in a 3-3 tie.
The Blue Devils’ week continued
with a game against conference foe
Verona, who had an 8-1 record prior
to the faceoff. The Blue Devils had a
one-goal lead in the third period but
Verona netted two goals in less than a

Raider Cagers Rout
Cougar Boys, 73-48

The Cranford High School boys
basketball team rolled with a 26-11
third quarter to stop host Westfield,
69-51, on January 8. Cougar Terrence
Grier burned the Blue Devils netting
39 points, including five 3-pointers,
while grabbing 13 rebounds and making eight steals. Eric Hayes scored 16
points for Westfield and Bryan Power
put in seven points.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School boys basketball team burned
in 53 points in the second half to rout
the Cranford Cougars, 73-48, in
Scotch Plains on January 4. Junior
guard D.J. Garrett sank two 3-pointers in the third quarter and added six
more points in the final quarter to
ignite the Raiders’ offense.
Sophomore guard Greg Bayard led
the 2-4 Raiders with 16 points and
Gavin Ford put up 12 points. Terrence
Grier led the 4-2 Cougars with 22
points.

Cranford (5-3)
Westfield (2-5)

Cranford
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood

Cranford Cagers Stop
Blue Devil Boys, 69-51

19 10 26 14
11 9 11 20

69
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We Reach People... Not Driveways!

Open House: Sun 1/16 12-4 PM

$769,900

This home is situated on a wonderful tree lined street and boasts a large welcoming foyer inviting you
into a spacious living room with a woodburning fireplace. Leaded glass doors open to a bright & cozy
den/family room. Completing the 1st floor is a formal dining room which leads to an updated eat-in
kitchen, with access to a half bath & features beautiful french doors overlooking a private fenced yard.
The 2nd level hosts 3 bedrooms and a full bath. DIR: E. Broad to N. Chestnut lt on Maye #657
(052009965)

Fabulous Center Hall Colonial on cul-de-sac featuring four bedrooms, two 1/2 baths, eat-in kitchen with
separate dining area, refinished hardwood floors and finished basement. Freshly painted inside and out.
Large private backyard with deck. Convenient to school, town & train. On nearly an acre of wooded
property, a wonderful place to call home. DIR: Terrill Rd. to Briarcliffe Dr. turn rt to #17 (052009925)

WESTFIELD

WESTFIELD

Wychwood - New Construction

$1,750,000

New 3,750 sq. ft. custom Colonial being built with top of the line amenities. This home features five bedrooms, 3 and
1/2 baths, eat-in country kitchen, formal dining room, fireplace in living room, maids quarters. The master bedroom
includes dressing room, fireplace, full bath w/jacuzzi & walk-in closet. Hardwood floors throughout. Work with
builder to custom build your own home. (052009929)

15 10 14 9
13 7 21 32

Bright Colonial

$429,000

Original 1920’s Colonial on a large corner property. Three bedrooms and one bath. Living room with woodburning
fireplace, formal dining room, eat-in kitchen and breakfast nook, den, mudroom. High ceilings with original chestnut
trim and hardwood floors. Great potential. (052009834)

48
73
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Raider Boys Rumble Past
Blue Devil Hoopmen, 66-52
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CLOSELY GUARDING A HOT SHOOTER…Blue Devil LeAnne Skorge, No.
25, closely guards Raider Lauren Benovegno, No. 24. Benovegno finished with 10
points and 14 rebounds.

Veteran Lady Raiders Down
Blue Devil Hoopsters, 65-40
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

flare for penetrating inside. Freshman Erin Miller was the benefactor
of that quickness and led all scorers
with 20 points. She also made two
blocked shots as did freshman teammate Stephanie Slodyczka who also
sank six points and had nine rebounds.
Freshman point guard Gabriele
O’Leary fired in five points, had eight
assists and made two steals. Senior
Lauren Sinnenberg had 10 rebounds
and junior Christina Fietkiewicz contributed four points.
“They (Westfield) are going to be
very good,” commented Raider Head
Coach Lori McBride who also added,
“It’s important that our (Raiders)
young kids get experience and gameplaying time, so I wanted them to
play as much as possible.”
“They knew they were going up
against a very good team today. All
we wanted to do was execute, run
some plays and be competitive. I really do believe these girls gave it their
all on this court. They looked for each
other and they didn’t play selfish basketball. If somebody is open inside,
they try to get it inside,” explained
Blue Devil Head Coach Joe Marino.
“Hillary is a great player. The bottom
line is, when she is in there, you’ve
got to try to drop people down to
cover her. We knew as soon as she
came in things were going to be different but we kept working hard and
that’s all you can do.”
Of the many trips to the free throw
line, the 5-3 Raiders were slightly
more successful, hitting 13-for-25 for
52 percent. The 2-4 Blue Devils hit

11-for-22 for 50 percent.
“We were a little slow in the first
half. I think we struggled a little bit
without Hillary’s presence inside.
Defensively, I think we played hard.
We were a little bit undisciplined in
that we fouled them a lot early. Offensively, we had to get it going and
figure out to attack their zone. Once
we did that, we were much better,”
said coach McBride.
The Raiders’ next home game will
be against East Side on Tuesday, January 18, and the Blue Devils will host
Irvington today at 4 p.m.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood
Westfield

9 14 21 21
8 9 8 15

65
40

The Raiders established ball control early on. Young, Lewis, Marable
and Ford rolled in lay-ups in the first
quarter. Additionally, Young sank 3of-4 from the stripe. The Blue Devils
needed some smart passes, good ball
movement and pressure defense down
the stretch to play even with the Raiders. Hearon banged in six points.
Gerckens scored five, including a 3pointer, and Power sank a jumper as
the quarter ended 14-14.
The Raiders had things going their
way somewhat in the second quarter.
A balanced attack by the starting five
made the difference while the defense kicked it up another notch. The
Blue Devils kept it close as Power
fired for five, Gercken’s hit on two
and Hayes had one.
With the score 29-25 entering the
third quarter, the Raider defense
raised their level of intensity, while
offensively the ball found the way
into the passing lane and into the hot
hand of Ford who scored seven points

to extend the deficit to 48-40. Good
hustle earned Lewis and Marable a
pair of lay-ups and two points from
the stripe respectively in the fourth
quarter. Bayard bucketed a 3-pointer,
Ford added three and Young nailed a
jumper to extend the Raiders’ lead.
Unfortunately for the Blue Devils,
Hayes and Gerckens were the lone
shooters netting 10 and two points,
respectively.
“Basically our strategy is to wait
for the man on top and put the shooters on the wing. After the guy on top
goes past his man, someone will be
forced to help, so one of the guys
from the block comes to get the ball
or we look to kick it outside for the
open shot,” explained Lewis. “Defensively, for us to win games, we
have to be a defensive minded team.
From defense, the offense will come
and that is what we attempt to do well
in every game.”
Westfield
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood

14 11 15 12
14 15 19 18

52
66

Union County High School
Varsity Wrestling Results:
JANUARY 5:
Scotch Plains-Fanwood 66, Irvington 12
Weight Sequence:
152: — A.J. Watson (S) p. Torran Blount,
3:30
160: — Eric Victor (I) d. Joe Bacchi, 6-2
171: — Rob Bethea (S) won forfeit
189: — Keith Baker (S) p. Derrick West, 2:30
215: — Nick Giannaci (S) p. Max
Philodor, 1:29
Hwt: — Marc Fabiano (S) p. Vic Fannor, 1:15
103: — Gary Schardien (S) p. Mike
Simpson
112: — Trevor Cannon (S) won forfeit
119: — Sal Gano (S) won forfeit
125: — Damian Gibbs (S) won forfeit
130: — Ricky Olsson (S) p. Anthony
Jallah, 2:21

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

LOOKING FOR AN OPEN TEAMMATE…Blue Devil Stephanie Slodyczka, No.
21, who is guarded by Raider Tiffany Smith looks to make a pass. Blue Devil
Lauren Sinnenberg, No. 20, awaits an action.

135: — Terence Dodson (I) p. Alex
Marchena, 2:05
140: — Robert Simon (I) d. Joe Fette, 8-2
145: — Anthony Ferrante (S) p. Shane
Samuels, 4:48
Cranford 37, Union 29
Key Bouts:
112: — Ryan Lockwood (U) tf Musut
Ozcan, 18-2, 5:40
130: — Anthony Crecca (C) d. Tom
Duffy, 10-6
140: — Chris Taglia (C) md Nelson
Gomes, 14-3
152: — Pete Jacangelo (U) p. Kevin
Aldriedge, :48
160: — Steve Ferraro (C) d. Tom Mahon,
SD OT, 2-1
171: — Pat Hogan (C) d. Jesse Von
Linden, 9-5
189: — C.J. Ferraro (C) p. Jose Nazario, 2:50
JANUARY 8:
Minuteman Classic Tournament:
Key Bouts:
103: — Anthony Priore (Johnson) d.
Alberto Colone (Belleville), 5-0
119: — Eric Ogada (Elizabeth) d. Matt
Rusin (Johnson), 6-2
Hwt: — Ronell Orr (Linden) won forfeit
Rahway 54, Union 19
Key Bouts:
171: — Jesse VonLinden (U) d. Alex
Alleman, 8-3
189: — Jose Nazario (U) p. Juan Lopez,
1:05
Hwt: — Andre Neblett (R) p. Solomon
Okereke, 2:41
112: — Ryan Wilson (R) p. Ryan
Lockwood, 1:49
119: — Jon Santoni (R) p Marco
Bobadilla, 1:41
130: — Darrion Caldwell (R) p. Tom
Duffy, 2:10
145: — Pete Jacangelo (U) md. Carlos
Nicasio, 11-3
NEWARK ACADEMY INVITATIONAL:
New Providence wins title (19 teams)
Key Bouts:
119: — Mike Gray (Delbarton) p. Sean
Miller (Wayne Valley), :24
125: — Mike Boccellari (N. Prov) d. Paul
Minai (West Essex), 6-0
130: — Ross Baldwin (N. Prov) p. Bob
Rose (Cedar Grove), 3:32
145: — Seth Podhoretz (Millburn) p.
Rick Nappi (W. Essex), 3:05
189: — Shane Mallory (N. Prov) p. Dan
Trimble (Madison), 1:55

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RUNNING THE ANCHOR LEG…Blue Devil Jeff Perrella laps all opponents in
the anchor leg of the distance medley relay.

Raiders Take 2nd, Devils 4th
At County Boys Track Relays
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

offer. I expected good competition
here but a lot of teams didn’t bring
their top guys,” mentioned Perrella.
“We didn’t have a lot of guys out
there pushing us today.”
Midway through the evening,
Perrella at 2:13.8, Eric Williams at
2:19.8, Ameer Rogers at 2:19.1 and
Jay Hoban at 2:17.8 easily won the
4x880 with a time of 9:10.9. But the
most exciting event of the evening for
the Blue Devils was the sprint medley
relay. After Jake Brandman, Sam Kim
and Kagen completed their respective
legs, Broadbent took the baton in fourth
place and completed his 880 leg in
2:06.9 to beat out the Rahway runner
for first by less than a second, giving

Devil Girls Win 4x800
At Group 3 Relays
The Westfield High School girls
won the 4x800 meters for the second year in a row at the NJSIAA
Group 3 Relay Championships at
Jadwin Gym in Princeton on January 9. The Blue Devil girls tied for
fifth in the team totals with Roxbury
with 14 points. The Blue Devil
boys finished in a tie with Central
Regional for fourth place with a
total of 20. The Scotch PlainsFanwood boys, with six points,
finished in a three-way tie with
Oakcrest and Kingsway.
Blue Devils Annie Onishi
(2:24.9), Meg Driscoll (2:32.3),
Miriam Becker-Cohen (2:31.2) and
anchor Emily MacNeil (2:22.4)
crossed first in the 4x800 with a
time of 9:50.96 to beat the Morris
Knolls girls who finished in
9:54.93. The Westfield girls also
placed fourth in the 4x400 relay
with a time of 4:17.72.
The Blue Devil boys placed second in the team pole vault with a
height of 23’6”. They also placed
third in the sprint medley relay
with a time of 3:49.37 and third in
the distance medley relay with a
time of 10:56.58. The Raider boys
placed third in the shuttle hurdles
with a time of 33.03.

his foursome a time of 4:01.1.
Raiders Nehemiah Berny-Porter,
James Alfano, Bryant and Smith combined to finish second in the shuttle
hurdles with a time of 32.8. The Raiders also placed fifth in the 4x440 with
a time of 3:54 followed by Westfield
at 3:59.9. Westfield also tied for fifth
in the team high jump with a total
height of 10’10”.
TOP 8 TEAM TOTALS
1. Elizabeth (E) 42, 2. Scotch PlainsFanwood (SPF) 34, 3. Union (U) 32, 4.
Westfield (W) 31.75, 5. Plainfield (P) 21.75,
6. Governor Livingston (GL) 20.75, 7.
Rahway (R) 18, 8. Roselle (Ro) 15
4x220: P (Reggie Dixon, James Felton,
Jamal Elder, Doug McCormick) 1:44.2
4x440: GL (Anthony Abitante, Dan
Fernandez, Sean Carmody, Joe Murphy)
3:51.0
4x880:W (Perrella, Williams, Rogers,
Hoban) 9:10.9
Sprint Medley: W (Brandman, Kim,
Kagan, Broadbent) 4:01.1
Distance Medley: W (Kagan, Steinberg,
Broadbent, Perrella)
Shuttle Hurdles: U (Chris Haley, Brett
Axelrod, Dan Gibson, Matt Walker) 31.0
High Jump: S (Smith, Bryant) 11’8”
Shot Put: S (Allemen, Badala, Acosta)
124’3.5”

David B. Corbin for The Leader and The Times

STRONG KICK…Blue Devil Rob
Broadbent had a strong kick to win the
sprint medley relay.
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WF’s Lexi Boor Gets
Second in Net Tourney
CHATHAM – Nine-year-old Lexi
Borr of Westfield reached the finals
of the prestigious Christine O’Reilly
Tennis Tournament, a santioned
USTA level 5 National Event, at the
Center Court Tennis Club.
Borr, seeded sixth, downed thirdseeded Valentina Cantin, of New York
6-1, 6-4, in the quarterfinals and
ousted top-seeded Eva Raszkiewicz
of New York, 6-3, 6-1, in the semis.
She lost in the finals in a three-hour,
three-set dual to Denise Starr of Staten
Island 1-6, 6-1, 6-4.
Borr currently holds a ranking of 4
in the Southern region in the girls’ 12and-under (12U) and holds an eastern
ranking of 32. Lexi trains daily at the
Westfield Indoor Tennis Club with her
sister Samantha, also a highly ranked
12U competitor who holds an eastern
ranking of 49, and recently won a L2
southern regional championship at the
Jersey 34 Tennis Center in Matawan.
Lexi and Samantha are coached by
their parents Adam and Marcy Borr,
both former Division 1 full scholarship college players who competed
on the professional circuit.
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
PLANNING BOARD
2005 MEETING DATES
In compliance with N.J.S.A. 10:4-8D
(Open Public Meetings Act), the Westfield
Planning Board wishes to advise the public of its meeting dates. Meetings at which
formal action will be taken are on the first
Monday of each month at 8:00 p.m. unless
otherwise stipulated, and are held at the
Municipal Building, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey in the Council
Chambers on the following dates:
January 6, 2005 (see below)
February 7, 2005
March 7, 2005
April 4, 2005
May 2, 2005
June 6, 2005
July 7, 2005 (see below)
August 1, 2005
September 8, 2005 (see below)
October 3, 2005
November 10, 2005 (see below)
February 6, 2006
December 5, 2005
January 5, 2006 (see below)
The Board will also meet at 7:30 p.m. on
the above meeting dates in the Mayor’s
Conference Room for a work session in
which the public may attend but may not
participate.
The regular Planning Board meetings
for the months of January, July, September and November 2005 will be held on a
Thursday at 8:00 p.m. in Council Chambers at the Municipal Building, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey.
Applications and plans to be considered
at these meetings will be on file in the office
of the Secretary of the Planning Board,
959 North Avenue West, Westfield, New
Jersey and may be seen Monday through
Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Kenneth B. Marsh, Secretary
Westfield Planning Board
1 T - 1/13/05, The Leader
Fee: $40.80

and Karen Blacklock. (11-12s)
Stephanie Baliko, Kelsey Rossi and
Ann Maguire also swept. (13-14s)
Meaghan Gaynor and Kaitlin
McGeehan went 1-2 with (15-18s)
Amanda Dickson and Kelly Morris
going 2-3.
In the backstroke, (8U) Sarah
Cronin touched second with (9-10s)
Micaela Lyons and Melissa Keiser
taking 2-3. (11-12s) Kelly Gajdzisz
and Kara Gaynor also went 2-3 with
(13-14) Mary Henkels taking second. (15-18s) Amanda Cameron and
Kristen Henkels placed 2-3.
In butterfly, (9-10) Melissa Keiser
finished second with (11-12) Jessica
Colucci winning an exciting race.
(13-14s) Meaghan Gaynor, Elizabeth
Hawkins and Danielle Atcachunas
swept with (15-18) Brittany Reyes
taking second. In medley relay, Piranhas won at 13-14 and 15-18.

WBA Announces Girls
Rec Hoops League
The Westfield Basketball Association is announcing the start of a
girls recreation league for any
Westfield High School girl who
would like to play basketball on a
fun to competitive level.
Games are played on Sundays from
1:30 to 3 p.m. at either Edison Intermediate School or Roosevelt Intermediate School. The schedule can
be found at www.westfieldnj.com/
wba. The cost is $75. Registration is
done through the WBA website. Payment should be by check, delivered
to the gym when you first arrive.
This league is for all girls of all
playing levels.
If there are additional questions,
please e-mail Tom Pickert at
wba@westfieldnj.com.
PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
CONTRACTOR:
Hatch,
Mott,
MacDonald (formerly Killam Associates);
27 Bleeker Street; Millburn, New Jersey
07041-1008
NATURE OF SERVICE: Appointed as
Consultant Municipal Engineer for engineering services and C-3 sanitary sewer
waste operator coverage.
DURATION: Year 2005
AMOUNT: Not to exceed $22,800.
($1,900. per month)
THE RESOLUTION AND CONTRACT
FOR SAME ARE ON FILE IN THE OFFICE OF THE TOWNSHIP CLERK.
Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk
1 T - 1/13/05, The Times
Fee: $18.36
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Western Monmouth ‘Y’ Nips
FSPY Swim Girls, 109-97

FSPY Piranha ‘A’ Girls Sink
Somerset Hill ‘Y’ Swimmers
The Fanwood Scotch PlainsYMCA
Girls “A” Swim team recorded its
third straight dual meet victory with a
win over the Somerset Hills YMCA.
Piranhas Rebecca Dunn and Anne
Maguire went 2-3 in the 11-12 individual medley. (13-14) Morgan Smith
took first, while (15-18) Amanda
Dickson and Darrell Ann Smith
touched second and third.
In freestyle, (8U) Sarah Cronin and
(9-10) Micaela Lyons took 1-2, respectively. (11-12s) Kelly Gajdzisz
and Jess Colucci touched 1-2, with
(13-14) Nicolle Colucci and Ariana
Lyons taking 2-3. (15-18) Maggie
Gousman led a sweep along with Jess
Desnoyers and Kelly Morris.
In breaststroke, (8U) Julia Hagan
took third, followed by a sweep by (910s) Carolyn Maguire, Elsa Lestikow

Thursday, January 13, 2005

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PERFORMING AT HALFTIME…The Blue Devil dancers perform at halftime
during the girls basketball game between Westfield and Scotch Plains-Fanwood.

SPF U12 Soccer Tempest Top
North Brunswick Girls, 5-0
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood U12
Girls soccer team, the Tempest,
opened their indoor season on January 9 with a commanding, 5-0 win
against North Brunswick at The Center Circle complex in Rahway.
Emma Kelly and Melanie Rome
opened the game by peppering the
North Brunswick goalkeeper early and
often but it was not until 17 minutes
into the game that the Tempest scored
the first goal. Rebecca Kreyer took a
pass from Erica Randazzo and found
the corner of the net to make it 1-0. Liz
Tenzer then set up Meghan
Cunningham with a beautiful pass to
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that at the
meeting of the Zoning Board of Adjustment of the Township of Scotch Plains
held on January 6, 2005, the following
decisions of the Board were memorialized:
Issued a renewal of a Temporary Operating Permit with conditions to Oscar
Garrido to allow the continued parking of
a livery vehicle in the garage at the property located at 1550 Front Street (Block
201, Lot 5), Scotch Plains.
Granted a Variance with conditions to D.
Witkowski for the installation of a six-foothigh fence at the property located at 2364
Mountain Avenue (Block 4001, Lot 11),
Scotch Plains.
Granted a Variance with conditions to J.
Marx for the installation of a six-foot-high
fence at the property located at 2383 Mountain Avenue (Block 3605, Lot 15), Scotch
Plains.
Linda M. Lies
Secretary to the Board
1 T - 1/13/05, The Times
Fee: $23.97

give the Tempest a 2-0 lead.
Paige Della Badia followed with
two goals 50 seconds apart then Kelly
made it 5-0 off a cross from Claudia
Falconieri. North Brunswick’s offense
was kept in check with solid pressure
from Ali Pearl, Michelle Rogoff and
Avika Shah, while goalkeepers Della
Badia and Shah combined for the
shutout. Emily Nagourney was unable to play due to injury.
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
UNION COUNTY, NEW JERSEY
NOTICE OF MEETINGS OF THE
CONSTRUCTION BOARD OF
APPEALS OF THE TOWNSHIP OF
SCOTCH PLAINS

The Western Monmouth “Y”
swimmers nipped the visiting
Fanwood-Scotch Plains (FSPY) in
the final leg of the 15-18 medley
relay to win 109-97.
In Individual Medley, FSPY 9-10s
Caroline Ross and Katie Sullivan
touched 3-4 while 11-12s Ellen
Tomljanovic and Jillian Leahy finished 2-3. 13-14s Julie Disch and
Devan Giordano were 1-2; 15-18s
Nicole Zoller and Melissa Desnoyers
touched 1-3.
In freestyle, 8Us Sara Hoerrner and
Emma Sherry finished 3-4; 9-10s
Brenda Ho and Caroline Leahy
touched 1-3. 11-12s Taylor Guiffre
and Megan Hoerrner took second and
fourth; 13-14s Rebecca Clapp, Bianca
Pacheco and Katelyn Cavanaugh swept
and 15-18 Brittany Cole took first.
In breaststroke, 8Us Emma Sherry
and Cami Sullivan, 9-10s Caroline
Lesce and Madeline Krema, 11-12s
Taylor Guiffre and Julia Ross, and
15-18s Diane Fitzpatrick and Judy
Fitzpatrick finished 4-5. 13-14s Devan
Giordano, Lindsay Hauptman and
Amanda Gianni touched 1-2-4.
In backstroke, 8U Emma Sherry
finished third; 9-10s Caroline Lesce
and Emily Ho touched 3-4, while 1112s Kirsten Carbone, Jillian Leahy
and Nicole Buzzanca were 3-4-5. 1314s Melissa Desnoyers and Kim Many
and 15-18s Nicole Zoller and Carol
Monteiro touched 1-3.
In butterfly, 8Us Sara Hoerrner and

Tiffany Inacker finished 1-4, 9-10
Brenda Ho was first and 11-12s Ellen
Tomljanovic and Kirsten Carbone
touched 1-4. 13-14s Rebecca Clapp
and Bianca Pacheco and 15-18s Brittany Cole and Julie Disch finished 1-2.
In the relays, 8Us Emma Sherry,
Cami Sullivan, Tiffany Inacker and
Sara Hoerrner took first, while Western Monmouth edged 9-10s Caroline
Leahy, Caroline Ross, Caroline Lesce
and Brenda Ho and 11-12s Taylor
Guiffre, Megan Hoerrner, Ellen
Tomljanovic and Elena Haggan. 1314s Clapp, Pacheco, Desnoyer and
Disch took first, leaving the fate of
the meet into the final event featuring
15-18s Cole, Daly, Fitzpatrick and
Zoller.
PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY
THE BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
RESOLUTION 05-01-07
CONTRACTOR: Statfeld Vantage Insurance Group; 26 Columbia Turnpike;
Florham Park, New Jersey
NATURE OF SERVICE: Consulting
Services for Health insurance.
DURATION: Period ending no later than
December 31, 2005.
AMOUNT: Fees paid by Horizon Blue
Cross Blue Shield
A Copy of the Resolution and Contract
relating to the services are on file and
available for public inspection in the office
of the Borough Clerk.
Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk
1 T - 1/13/05, The Times
Fee: $18.36

KOLE

Realty

(In compliance with Open Public
Meetings Act, Chapter 231, P.L. 1975)

Exclusive Westfield Listing

NOTICE is hereby given by the Township of Scotch Plains of the following 2005
schedule of meetings of the Construction Board of Appeals to be held in the
Municipal Building, 430 Park Avenue,
Scotch Plains, New Jersey on the first
Wednesday of each month, at 7:30 p.m.,
unless otherwise indicated.

302 A Cowperthwaite Square

Tuesday, January 18, 2005 – 8:00 a.m.
February 2, 2005
March 2, 2005
April 6, 2005
May 4, 2005
June 1, 2005
July 6, 2005
August 3, 2005
September 7, 2005
October 5, 2005
November 2, 2005
December 7, 2005
The above schedule allows the option of
calling a special meeting when necessary.
Robert LaCosta
Construction Official
1 T - 1/13/05, The Times
Fee: $24.99

End Unit Townhouse. Over 55 Age
Restriction. Six rooms, two bedrooms,
2.5 baths, Garage, Fireplace, Full
basement. Great Northside location.
Offered at $579,900.
Jeffrey Kole, Broker
710 South Avenue, Westfield NJ
Office: 908-789-9700 • Fax: 908-232-9442

Call The
Spaceman!
To Reserve
Your Ad Space.

Tel: 908-232-4407
Fax: 908 232 0473
sales@goleader.com

WESTFIELD

$479,900

WESTFIELD

$999,900

Charming 3 Bedroom 1 1/2 bath Cape featuring a Living Room w/fireplace; Formal Dining Room; updated Eat-In
Kitchen; 1st floor Bedroom; large basement for storage, 1 car detached Garage; and patio. Conveniently located to
town, park, pool, schools and NYC transportation. WSF1060

A bower of trees punctuate the 1.43 acres of magnificent grounds that embrace this distinguished Westfield residence. Superb architectural details: box beam ceilings, arched entries,
gleaming hardwood floors & traditional moldings compose a gracious interior. The elegantly
appointed living room and formal dining room glow with an innate beauty. The family room
& modern kitchen complement a marvelous conservatory that offers a panoramic view of the
manicured grounds. Cordial private rooms & updated baths blend in seamlessly. Superb
specimen plantings, sweeping lawns, mature foliage & towering trees harmonize crafting an
enchanting setting that eloquently romances your soul . Presented for $1,995,000.
For additional information or for a private tour call:

Joyce Taylor, Sales Associate
908-233-6417, Direct Dial
NJAR Circle of Excellence 1977—2003

Fabulous new home built by Michael Mahoney including 4 Bedrooms and 3 full baths. Beautifully appointed featuring:
a Living Room; Formal Dining Room; gourmet Eat-In Kitchen w/granite counters; large Family Room; 2nd floor
Laundry and wonderful Master Bedroom Suite. Just a hop skip and a jump to Jefferson School. WSF0194

FRANK D. ISOLDI

Broker / Sales Associate
NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 1993-2003
Platinum Level: 2003
Direct Dial: 908-301-2038

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

©2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark of Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT, Inc.

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065

WESTFIELD OFFICE • 209 CENTRAL AVENUE • 908-233-5555
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Counseling Center Reveals
Start Dates For Programs
COUNTY – The Counseling Centers for Human Development
(CCHD), a non-profit counseling
center located in Cranford, have
announced the start dates for several programs.
“Children Helping Children”
helps youngsters cope with the
breakup of their parents’ marriage
through artwork, storytelling and
discussion. Open to those age five
to 18, it will be held Mondays and
Tuesdays after school for six weeks
starting January 24. Youngsters will
be grouped by age. The cost is $75
per child.
“Divorce 101: Contemplating
Separation or Divorce” will be of-

LEARN Event to Spotlight
Conditions Affecting Elderly
SCOTCH PLAINS – LEARN
(League for Educational Advancement for Registered Nurses) will
present an educational program for
Registered Nurses and interested
guests entitled “Differential Diagnosis of Dementia, Depression, Delirium
in the Elderly.”
This two-hour program will take
place on Monday, January 24, at 7:45
p.m. at the Parish House of the All
Saints’ Episcopal Church, 559 Park
Avenue in Scotch Plains. The speaker
will be Alice McKenna, a Clinical
Nurse Specialist, with Geriatric Certification, at Overlook Hospital in
Summit.
The goal of the program is to educate and inform nurses as to the manifestations for dementia, depression
and delirium. In addition, common
tests to determine the differences between the three will be presented.
A not-for-profit professional organization for New Jersey Registered
Nurses, LEARN offers eight pro-

fered on Mondays starting January
24 from 7:30 to 9 p.m. for six consecutive weeks. Participants will
have a chance to explore their feelings, fears and needs, as well as the
legal process. The fee is $50.
“Divorce 102: Alumni and Friends/
Surviving Divorce,” addressing new
problems and unresolved issues after
separation or divorce, will be held
Wednesdays starting January 26, from
7:30 to 9 p.m. for six consecutive
weeks. The fee is $50.
Pre-registration is preferred for
all of these programs and may be
done by calling (908) 276-0590.
The CCHD is located at 201 Lincoln Avenue, East.

Coldwell Banker®, Since 1906, America's Premier Real Estate Company

C ongratulations

A SEASONAL TOUCH…The Garden Club of Westfield recently continued its
holiday tradition of decorating the planters in the center of the town. Planters are
located at the intersection of Broad and Elm Streets. Pictured, above, are: Jennie
Williams, left, and Pat Volini.
PUBLIC NOTICE
James Fawcett

John DeMarco

Bettyann Lynch

Coldwell Banker has been helping families buy and sell homes for nearly a century.
Since 1986, the Westfield Office has been recognized as one of the best in the
nation. These are three of our agents who exemplify our commitment to the highest
standards of professionalism, integrity and service.
Westfield Office
209 Central Avenue
(908) 233-5555

Coldwell Banker Mortgage Services
1-888-317-5416
The fastest, simplest, most convenient way home

© 2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark of Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT, Inc.

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
PLANNING BOARD
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that at the
Planning Board Meeting of the Township
of Scotch Plains held on January 10, 2005,
the Board adopted the Resolution granting minor subdivision approval to M & M
Real Estate Developers, Inc. and Andrew
& MaryLou Holowka for 880 Raritan Road,
Block 16202, Lots 5 & 6, R-2 Zone for two
lots into three conforming lots.
The file pertaining to this application is
located in the Office of the Planning Board
and available for inspection during business hours.
Barbara Horev
Secretary to the Board
1 T - 1/13/05, The Times
Fee: $16.83

TREE TIPS:

The Asian Longhorned Beetle
By: Martin Schmiede, President
Schmiede Tree Expert Company
The Asian Longhorned
Beetle Anaplohora Glabrioennie,
a native of China and North Korea, has found its way into the
United States into Brooklyn,
N.Y. and Summit, Illinois in
1996. The beetles apparently
came to America in crates and
pallets which are used to ship
goods from one continent to another. The beetle has no natural
predators in this country and it
looks like it will be a threat to
our shade trees. Woodbridge,
Carteret and Rahway have lost
about 900 trees and additional
trees have been infested. The
New Jersey Department of Agriculture has quarantined heavily
infested areas and has supervised
the removal of the infested trees,
stumps and all as it became necessary. Chipping and incineration of the infested wood has
been the usual way to solve the
problem. Spraying of the endangered trees with Sevin or
Methoxchlor has failed to show
any results because the larvae is
tunneling the vascular system
and is destroying trees from
within.
The beetle is about 1 1/2
inches long, pitch black and has
about a dozen white poker dots

all over its body. The beetle has
2 feelers, so called antennas,
about 2 1/2 long, also pitch
black and banded with white
stripes. Only chemicals injected
into the sap-stream are offering
any help. 5% Ima-jet systemic
injected under pressure into
Xylem vascular system or similar injected chemicals can save
the infested trees. Otherwise
they are doomed. Only licensed
professional arborists are allowed to inject systemic into the
sap stream of a tree.
At first the female Asian
Longhorned Beetle gauges
small holes into the bark of the
target trees in May and deposits
eggs into them. Up to 90 eggs
can be produced by one beetle
in one season and distributed in
a 1,200 feet radius. Within 2
weeks the eggs will hatch and
the emerging larvae, white in
color, digs itself into the vascular tissues of the infected tree.
The larvae creates a 3/8th inch
hole. Sawdust is usually dropping out of the hole and sometimes liquid is running down the
stem from the hole. The larvae
will develop into a beetle during the growing season in the
tree and over winter in the tree,

ready to emerge in May with
wings feelers and all. May is the
mating season for the Asian
Longhorned Beetle. The grown
up beetle, after it has produced a
new generation, spends a couple
months towards the end of the
summer chewing on some
branches and perishes.
In the last few years we have
experienced the disapperance of
the Gypsymoth Catterpillars, the
Inch Worms and the Adalgid
Wooley Aphids. We just hope
that the Asian Longhorned
Beetle will disappear the same
way.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Westfield Regional Health Department
425 East Broad Street
Westfield, New Jersey 07090
Tel. # (908) 789-4070
Telecopier # (908) 789-4076
Please be advised that the Westfield
Board of Health has set their 2005 meeting schedule. All meetings have been
scheduled for the first Monday of each
month, at 5:30 PM, with the exception of
the September meeting, which will be held
on the second Monday of the month at
5:00 PM. The meetings will be conducted
in the Council Conference Chamber, located on the first floor of the Westfield
Municipal Building at 425 East Broad
Street, Westfield, New Jersey. Members
of the public are welcome to attend.
The dates are as follows:
February 7, 2005 September 12, 2005
March 7, 2005
October 3, 2005
April 4, 2005
November 7, 2005
May 2, 2005
December 5, 2005
June 6, 2005
There will be no meetings held in the
months of July or August 2005.
1 T - 1/13/05, The Leader
Fee: $23.97

grams per academic year on current
nursing topics.
Each program offers Continuing
Education Contact Hours through the
New Jersey State Nurses Association, accredited as an approver of
Continuing Education in Nursing by
the American Nurses Credentialing
Center’s Commission on Accreditation. This program has been approved
for 2.4 Contact Hours.
Additionally, for School Nurses,
the New Jersey Department of Education, Professional Standards Board,
has granted this program Professional
Development Hours.
Annual LEARN membership for
Registered Nurses is $40. Interested
individuals are welcome to attend at a
guest fee of $10 per program. For
more information, please write to:
LEARN, P.O. Box 6, Scotch Plains
07076, or call Betty, Program Coordinator, at (908) 272-7239 or Beth,
Membership Chairwoman, at (908)
754-9499.

Shari Hartstein Joins
Financial Services Firm
SCOTCH PLAINS – Scotch Plains
resident Shari Hartstein has joined
the West Orange-based accounting
and financial services firm Bederson
& Company, LLP as a manager in the
firm’s Insolvency and Litigation Services division.
“Shari is a distinguished expert on
various workout and bankruptcy issues,” said Edward Bond, Chairman
of Bederson and head of the firm’s
Insolvency group.
“With Shari’s appointment we have
further strengthened the firm’s expertise in the area of insolvency, and
clients are sure to benefit from her
experience,” Mr. Bond said.
Ms. Hartstein has provided consulting services to official creditors’
committees, secured creditors and
debtors in connection with a wide
range of Chapter 11 bankruptcies and
financially troubled companies.
She performs financial analyses
associated with litigation matters, and
has spoken before lending institu-

tions and industry groups on the topics of financial planning, operational
and profitability reviews.
Ms. Hartstein earned a Bachelor of
Science degree in Management Science from the State University of
New York in Plattsburgh, N.Y. and
belongs to the Association of Insolvency and Restructuring Advisors and
the New Jersey Turnaround Management Association.
She is Treasurer of the New Jersey
Network of the International Women’s
Insolvency and Reorganization Coalition.

REALTORS &
MORTGAGE BROKERS
Alpha Insurance Agency
605 South Avenue, Westfield

Shari Hartstein

Immediate Homeowners Insurance
Competitive Rates for Qualified Risks
We’ll Fax Documents to Attorneys/
Mortgage Representatives

www.goleader.com
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
PLANNING BOARD

Free Parking

908-232-1955
John Mancini

SCHMIEDE TREE
EXPERT CO., INC.
908-233-TREE

PAID BULLETIN BOARD

RESOLUTION
WHEREAS, the Planning Board of the
Township of Scotch Plains will require the
services of an Attorney during the year
2005; and
WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts
Law N.J.S.A. (40 A-11-1et seq.) requires
that the resolution authorizing the award
of a contract for professional services without competitive bids be publicly advertised; and
NOW, THEREFORE, BE AND IT IS
HEREBY RESOLVED by the Planning
Board of the Township of Scotch Plains,
New Jersey, that Daniel S. Bernstein,
2253 South Avenue, Scotch Plains, New
Jersey, an Attorney in the State of New
Jersey, be appointed Attorney to the Planning Board for the period effective from
January 1, 2005 to December 31, 2005.
This contract is awarded without competitive bidding as a “professional service”
under the provisions of said Local Public
Contracts Law because the services are
of such a qualitative nature as will not
permit the receipt of competitive bids due
to the subjective difference in the work
product of such persons and the fact that
the ethical requirements of such professionals will not permit such bidding.
Barbara Horev
Secretary to the Planning Board
1 T - 1/13/05, The Times
Fee: $30.60

WESTFIELD

Fabulous new home to be built on a cul-de-sa of new homes in Westfield.
This classic four bedroom, 2.5 bath home is perfect family living. $1,274,900.

SCOTCH PLAINS

WESTFIELD

Construction has begun on this fabulous home set on almost an acre. Features
include 5 bedrooms, 4.5 baths, designer kitchen, conservatory & more.$1,295,000.

Cranford . . .Charming 4 bedroom 1.1 bath Colonial conveniently
located to shopping and New York City transportation. The first
floor features a formal living room with fireplace, dining room
with built-ins, family room with cathedral ceiling and fireplace, an
eat-in kitchen with granite counters. $499,900 SUM0222

301 Lenox Avenue • Westfield

908 • 232 • 9500
Michael C. Buccola
Broker/Owner

Service

State Licensed Appraiser
www.westfieldrealtynj.com

Summit Office:
908-277-1770
©2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark of Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT, Inc.

$750,000

Classic center hall with many custom features. A fireplace in both the living room and first floor family room
as well as 4 spacious bedrooms, 3 1/2 baths and 2 car
garage makes this the perfect family home. Conveniently
located close to schools, train and town shopping.
ANN ALLEN
(908) 301-2002 Direct Line
(908) 377-0240 Cell Phone

Westfield Office • 209 Central Avenue • (908) 233-5555
©2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark of Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT, Inc.
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Scotch Plains Recreation
Department Events Calendar

Recreation Department Events
by: Traci Kastner
tkastner@westfieldnj.net
(908) 789-4080

by: Allison Halperin
Ahalperin@scotchplainsnj.com
(908) 322-6700 ext. 221

Dining with Dazzle, (Ages 7-12),
Wednesday, February 16, 5 to 7 p.m.,
Snuffy’s in Scotch Plains.Topics will
include understanding the place setting, dinner conversation, setting a
proper table, cutting & chewing food,
ordering from the menu, hosting and
serving guests, and acceptable
behavior at the dinner table. The fee
is for the program is $35 per person.
Maracas, Wednesdays, 9:30 to
10:15 a.m., January 12 to February
23. This interactive Spanish language program for children ages
three to five accompanied by a parent or guardian consists of themed
classes aimed at encouraging children and parents to explore Spanish.
Maracas uses motion, repetition, and
music in a comfortable learning environment.
Maracas Aventuras, Tuesdays, 4
to 4:45 p.m. January 11 to February
22. This new seven-week class, designed for children ages 5 to 7, features the Scholastic magazine “Let’s
Find Out” in Spanish and offers students a chance to go on a learning
adventure each week. The program
includes stories, poems, and songs.
The fee for all classes is $125 and
space is limited to 10 students per
class.
Karate Skills, January 18 to March
22. This class is designed to promote
physical development, coordination
and stamina and is geared for youngsters ages 6 to 15. The fee is $50 for
residents and $55 for non-residents.
Bowling (Ages 5-14, beginning
Wednesday, January 12. This program will be held on Mondays at 4
p.m. at Linden Lanes Bowling Center on North Stiles Street in Linden.
Children ages 5 to 7 will bowl in a
special bumper division. This 12week program consists of two games,
use of rental shoes, lightweight balls
and instructional assistance. Bowlers
will pay $2 for missed weeks. The
fee is $6 to be paid each week at the
bowling center. Participants were to
pre-register at the Scotch Plains Recreation Department in Room 113 by
Friday, January 7.
Bumper Bowling – Pre-K and Kindergarten, beginning Wednesday,
January 12. Held at Linden Lanes on
Wednesdays and 9:30 a.m. or noon.
This program is for children and their
mothers or guardians. Fees are $6 to
be paid at the bowling alley.
Babysitting Training (ages 11-16),
Saturday, February 5 from 9 a.m. to 3
p.m., Towne House. Topics for this
program will include feeding, formula and bottle preparation, and holding, burping, playtime activities, diapering and dressing. Participants will
gain first aid skills, accident management and prevention as well as handling choking emergencies.
Senior Aerobics (14 classes), Tues-

days and Thursdays, January 11 to
February 24, Towne House, 10:30 to
11:30 a.m. This aerobic program incorporates standing exercise routines
with the use of hand-weights (25pound maximum).
Jazzercise, Mondays, Tuesdays,
Thursdays, 7 to 8 p.m., Scotch Hills
Country Club and Saturdays, 8:30
to 9:30 a.m., Towne House, January
18 to March 8. This original dance
exercise features 60-minute classes
offering a blend of jazz dance and
exercise science choreographed to
today’s hottest music, including Top
40, jazz, country, funk and classics.
Easy-to-follow choreography includes a gentle warm-up, 30-minute
aerobic workout, muscle toning and
strengthening segments with
weights, and a stretch finale. The fee
is $105 per person.
Foxwoods Casino, Connecticut,
Wednesday, February 23. The bus
will depart the Scotch Plains Municipal Building parking lot at 8 a.m.
and return at around 7 p.m. for this
trip. Participants will receive a $25
package upon arrival at the casino,
which includes coins and coupons.
Registration for township residents
will be held through Friday, February 4. Non-resident registration will
be held from Monday, January 10,
through Friday, February 4. The fee
for non-residents is $28.
Franklin Mills Outlet Shopping
Trip, Friday, February 26. The coach
bus will depart from the Scotch Plains
Municipal Building at 8:30 a.m. and
travel to the Franklin Mills Mall where
participants will enjoy a day of shopping at many discount outlet stores
with name brands. The bus will return to the parking lot at approximately 5 p.m. Registration is being
held through Friday, January 21, at a
fee of $18 per person.
Murder Mystery, “Deadly Beloved” at Scotch Hills, Friday, March
18. Doors open at 7. Tickets for this
trip must be purchased at the Recreation Department by Friday, February 18. Tickets are $45 per person and
include a buffet dinner. Seating is
limited for this trip.
Girls Softball League (3rd-8th
grades), Season runs from April 16
to June 11. This is basic instructional league is based on teaching
skills and drills in a non-competitive
format. Teams will be formed and
practices and games will be played
on township ball fields twice a week.
Leagues will depend upon registration numbers. Parent volunteers are
needed to coach to umpire. Early
registration will be held from Saturday, January 8 through Friday, February 4 at a cost of $45. Regular
registration will be held from Monday, February 7, through Friday,
March 4. Cost: $55.

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY
THE BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY
THE BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

RESOLUTION 05-01-08

RESOLUTION 05-01-06

CONTRACTOR: Hale Insurance Brokerage, LLC; 11 Commerce Drive;
Cranford, New Jersey
NATURE OF SERVICE: Consulting
Services for Prescription and Dental Insurance.
DURATION: Period ending no later than
December 31, 2005.
AMOUNT: Fees paid by Horizon Blue
Cross Blue Shield; Delta Dental Insurance
A Copy of the Resolution and Contract
relating to the services are on file and
available for public inspection in the office
of the Borough Clerk.
Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk
1 T - 1/13/05, The Times
Fee: $19.38

CONTRACTOR: Beckerman & Company; 430 Lake Avenue; Colonia, New
Jersey 07067
NATURE OF SERVICE: General Liability and Workers Compensation Insurance
Risk Manager
DURATION: Period ending December
31, 2005 or until his successor is appointed.
AMOUNT: $10,901.94
A Copy of the Resolution and Contract
relating to the services are on file and
available for public inspection in the office
of the Borough Clerk.
Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk
1 T - 1/13/05, The Times
Fee: $19.38

Bowling League: This 12-week
program begins January 10 and will
continue on Monday afternoons at
3:50 p.m. at Linden Lanes for ages
five to 14. The cost is $6 per week,
payable at Linden Lanes. Additional
registration forms distributed
through the schools. 3rd Annual
Family Bowling Night: Join us for a fun
afternoon of bowling fun on Saturday,
January 15, at 2 p.m. Held at Linden
Lanes. Fee: $11/per person. Includes
two hours of bowling & shoe rental.
(Snack bar will be open for business).
Children’s Yoga: Children’s Yoga
is taught using age appropriate techniques. The early spring session will
be held for pre-schoolers in March.
Details to follow. Call to sign up.
Golf: Golf class is for ages eight
to 14 and held at Oak Ridge Golf
Course in Clark with teaching pro,
Bill McCluney. This popular course
will be given on Tuesdays on the
following dates: April 12, 19 and 26,
and May 3. Course times are from 4
to 6 p.m. Fee: $88.
Karate: Our karate classes are for
ages five and older, and are held at
Karate N’ Motion in Westfield.
Classes are beginning and intermediate level and are held for 10-week
sessions on Thursdays or Saturdays.
Winter dates will be available.
Night Place: (February Date
Change). The Night Place program
is held throughout the school year on
select Friday evenings. This program is open to all six, seventh and
eigth grade students of Westfield for
a nominal fee. The program is held
from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. at Edison
Intermediate School. The cost is $2
in advance and $3 at the door. The
2005 dates are: January 21, February 11, April 15, and May 13.
Piano: Learn basic piano skills in
reading music and playing melodies
on electronic keyboards from in
structors of the New Jersey Workshop for the Arts. Classes are located
at 361 South Avenue, East. Each 10PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
RESOLUTION
WHEREAS, the Zoning Board of Adjustment of the Township of Scotch Plains
will require the services of an attorney
during 2005; and
WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts
Law (NJSA 40A:11-1, et seq.) requires
that the Resolution authorizing the award
of a contract for professional services without competitive bids be publicly advertised.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Zoning Board of Adjustment of the Township of Scotch Plains,
County of Union, State of New Jersey, that
VINCENT K. LOUGHLIN, an attorney of
the State of New Jersey with the law firm
of Johnstone, Skok, Loughlin & Lane, P.C.,
located at 324 East Broad Street, Westfield,
New Jersey 07091, be appointed as Attorney to the Zoning Board of Adjustment for
the period of January 6, 2005 through
January 4, 2006.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this
contract is awarded without competitive
bidding as a “professional service” under
the provisions of the Local Public Contracts Law aforesaid because said services are of such a qualitative nature as
will not permit the receipt of competitive
bids due to the subjective difference in the
work product of such persons and the fact
that the ethical requirements of such profession will not permit such bidding.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the
Chairman and Secretary of the Zoning
Board of Adjustment are authorized to
execute said contract for professional services.
I hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was duly adopted by the Zoning
Board of Adjustment at its meeting of
January 6, 2005.
Linda M. Lies
Secretary to the
Zoning Board of Adjustment
1 T - 1/13/05, The Times
Fee: $41.82

OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY, JANUARY 16th 1-4 PM
1432 Woodacres Drive, Mountainside NJ

Start the new year in this beautiful custom home in Mountainside and enjoy spectacular surroundings,
proximity to everything and low taxes! Amenities abound including granite counters, Viking appliances,
marble bath, and enclosed private yard. The home offers 4 bedrooms, 3 full baths, 2 fireplaces and
oversized rooms. It is ready and waiting to welcome you! Offered at $739,900. WSF0876

Sales Associate
DIRECT DIAL: 908-301-2013
ccapuano@coldwellbanker.com

www.goleader.com

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Community Center, located at 558
West Broad Street, will hold its annual Martin Luther King Day Pancake Breakfast on Monday, January
17, from 8:30 to 11:45 a.m.
The center’s Board of Directors
will sponsor the event, with assistance from members of the Theta Phi
Omega Chapter of the AKA Sorority.
Tickets for the breakfast are $5 for
adults and $4 for children and senior
citizens, and may be purchased at the
door. Sausages and juice, coffee or tea
also will be included. For more information, please call (908) 232-4759.
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
PLANNING BOARD
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the
Planning Board of the Township of Scotch
Plains has changed the meeting time of
their scheduled January 24, 2005 meeting and will begin at 7:00 p.m. in Council
Chambers, Municipal Building, 430 Park
Avenue in order to discuss revisions to
planning board rules.
The meeting is opened to the public and
all interested persons may be present and
heard.
Barbara Horev
Secretary to the Planning Board
1 T - 1/13/05, The Times
Fee: $14.79

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
PLANNING BOARD
RESOLUTION
WHEREAS, the Planning Board of the
Township of Scotch Plains will require the
services of an Engineer during the year
2005; and
WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts
Law N.J.S.A. (40 A-11-1et seq.) requires
that the resolution authorizing the award
of a contract for professional services without competitive bids be publicly advertised; and
NOW, THEREFORE, BE AND IT IS
HEREBY RESOLVED by the Planning
Board of the Township of Scotch Plains,
New Jersey, that Paul W. Ferriero, PE, 95
West Main Street, Chester, New Jersey,
and Engineer in the State of New Jersey,
be appointed as the Consulting Engineer
to the Planning Board for the period effective from January 1, 2005 to December 31,
2005.
This contract is awarded without competitive bidding as a “professional service”
under the provisions of said Local Public
Contracts Law because the services are
of such a qualitative nature as will not
permit the receipt of competitive bids due
to the subjective difference in the work
product of such persons and the fact that
the ethical requirements of such professionals will not permit such bidding.
Barbara Horev
Secretary to the Planning Board
1 T - 1/13/05, The Times
Fee: $31.11

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
RESOLUTION 05-01-01
BE IT RESOLVED the following meetings of the Mayor and Council will be held during
Year 2005 at 7:30 P.M. at Borough Hall, Mayor and Council Chambers, 75 North Martine
Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey.
AGENDA MEETINGS
REGULAR MEETINGS
January 4
January 11
February 1
February 8
March 1
March 8
April 5
April 12
May 3
May 10
* June 8
June 14
July 5
July 12
August 2
August 9
September 6
September 13
* October 5
October 11
November 1
* November 9
December 6
December 13
The Agenda and Regular Meetings will be held on Tuesdays except for those dates
marked with an * above.
Official action may be taken at either the Agenda or the Regular Meetings of the Mayor
and Council.
Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk
1 T - 1/13/05, The Times
Fee: $45.90

SUSAN CHECCHIO EARNS MARKETING
SPECIALIST CERTIFICATION FROM CENDANT
MOBILITY BROKER SERVICES
The Westfield Office of Coldwell istrative burdens and also covers the Amended
Banker Residential Brokerage today an- Sale Program and Broker Analysis.
nounced that Susan Checchio has achieved
“As members of the Cendant MobilCendant Mobility Marketing
ity Broker Network, our agents
Specialist (CMMS) certification.
strive to deliver Top Block SerThis two-year certificate part of
vice to every client,” said
the Certified Agent Advantage
Michael Scott, Manager. “The
program, a professional standard
Certified Agent Advantage proavailable exclusively to members
gram helps to differentiate our
of the Cendant Mobility Princiagents and provides them with
pal Broker Network. The
a wider range of resources and
Cendant Mobility Broker Netcareer growth opportunities.”
work is the leading network of
Sue has also received the CerSusan Checchio
real estate brokers serving the clitified Agent Advantage proents and customers of Cendant
gram, Cendant Mobility ReferMobility.
ral Specialist (CMRS) and Cendant Mobility
Cendant Mobility requires qualified Inventory Specialist (CMIS). She is one of a
Network agents to become certified as relo- select group of Coldwell Banker agents to
cation experts by participating in one or more receive all three certifications.
Certified Agent Advantage courses and passThe Westfield Office is located at 209
ing a written examination completion. The Central Avenue and Susan can be reached by
CMMS course, in which Susan Checchio par- phone at 908-233-5555.
ticipated, teaches how to best market the
transferee’s old house and to decrease adminPAID BULLETIN BOARD

211 ARBOR STREET, CRANFORD
OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY, JANUARY 16, 2005

1-4 PM

New Lisitng! Fall in love with this pristine, enchanting stone front cottage-style cape cod home! Situated on
a quiet street in a desirable neighborhood, the embracing first impression begins at the curb. The interior
must be seen to be truly appreciated. The first floor features a charming Living Room boasting a floor to
ceiling stone fireplace, formal Dining Room, updated custom Kitchen with cherry cabinetry, sunny Den
opening to Trex deck, two Bedrooms and a renovated full bath. The basement level offers a large Recreation
Room with a wood-burning stove, a newer full Bath and a Spacious Laundry/Storage Room. A full set of
stairs leads to the floored second level with expansion possibilities! Numerous updates including windows, central air conditioning, furnace, electric and more! Offered for $429,900. WSF0008

Susan Checchio

NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award 1998-2003

Direct Line: 301-2014
E-mail: suechecchio@coldwellbanker.com
www.WestfieldNJRealtor.com

©2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark of Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT, Inc.

209 CENTRAL AVENUE

week session is 30 minutes in length,
and includes six students per class.
Winter session began January 10 for
second and third graders. Class
times: 4, 4:30 or 5 p.m. Cost: $145.
Teen Center: The Teen Center is
open on most Friday Evenings during the school year between the hours
of 7 and 11 p.m. for all Westfield
High School students. (Closed during Night Place dates listed above).
Total Toning: Classes are held on
Mondays and Thursdays from 7:30
to 8:30 p.m. in the Municipal Building Community Room. 10 classes
are usually offered per session, and
sessions are continuous. Fee: $52.
Late winter session is through February 10, Fee: $65.
Atlantic City Trip to Bally’s: Saturday, February 12, 9 a.m. to 8:30
p.m. Enjoy a day at the casinos,
shopping, or just sight seeing. Cost:
$26 per person. Bus departs 9 a.m.
Rent: Thursday, March 3, at 8
p.m. A Tony and Pulitzer Prize-winning Broadway musical. Location:
State Theatre, New Brunswick. Cost:
$64 per person. Bus departs 7 p.m.
The Temptations and the Four
Tops: Sunday, March 13, at 7 p.m.
Two of Motown’s best-loved groups
team up for a memorable State
Theatre evening. Cost: $65 per
person. Bus departs 6 p.m.
Kodo Drummers: Wednesday,
March 16, at 8 p.m. Exploring
the limitless possibilities of the
traditional Japanese drum, Kodo is
forging new directions for a vibrant,
living art form. Location: State Theatre. Cost: $60 per person. Bus departs at 7 p.m.
Please register for the above programs at: The Westfield Recreation
Department, 425 East Broad Street
For further information, please call
the Westfield Recreation Office at (908)
789-4080 or visit www.westfieldnj.net/
townhall/recreation.

King Day Breakfast
Scheduled at WCC

Page 17

Sales Associate

CARLA CAPUANO

WESTFIELD OFFICE

Thursday, January 13, 2005

908-233-5555
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908-233-5555
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MATTRESS AND BOX

ERRAND SERVICE

Queen pillow top. Name brand,
new in plastic $140. Can Deliver.
(732) 259-6690

ROUND N’ABOUT
We offer a wide range of services
to help clients manage their busy
lives by running errands, grocery
shopping and helping with other
distractions of daily life.
PLEASE CALL FOR A
CONSULTATION
(908) 889-7967 (908) 889-6188

AUTO FOR SALE
‘91 BUICK SKYLARK
New inspection sticker.
AC, PS, PW, PD, AM/FM
Casette. Call Jim
(732) 801-3200 or e-mail
JimR1000@yahoo.com
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

HARDTOP FOR SALE

Jeep Wrangler Hardtop for sale.
Excellent Condition, fully wired
including rear wiper. Asking
$700.00 OBO. (908) 295-9148

2005 REGULAR MEETINGS

BED

In compliance with the Open Public
Meetings Act, Chapter 231, P.L. 1975,
regular meetings of the Zoning Board of
Adjustment of the Township of Scotch
Plains , Union County, New Jersey, will be
held in Council Chambers, First Floor,
Municipal Building, 430 Park Avenue,
Scotch Plains, New Jersey, at 7:30 p.m.
on the following Thursdays in 2005:

New Visco Memory Foam,
Queen mattress set in plastic.
Value $1500. Sell $425.
Can deliver (732) 259-6690

JANUARY 6, 2005 [Reorganizational
at 7:00 p.m.]
FEBRUARY 3, 2005
MARCH 3, 2005
APRIL 7, 2005
MAY 5, 2005
JUNE 2, 2005
JULY 7, 2005
SEPTEMBER 8, 2005
OCTOBER 6, 2005
NOVEMBER 3, 2005
DECEMBER 1, 2005
JANUARY 5, 2006 [Reorganizational
at 7:00 p.m.]
All interested parties may be present
and be heard. In accordance with the
Americans with Disabilities Act, any person that might require special needs should
be in touch with the Board Office during
normal business hours so that their needs
may be addressed (visually or hearingimpaired, wheelchair-bound, etc.)
Linda M. Lies
Secretary to the
Zoning Board of Adjustment
1 T - 1/13/05, The Times
Fee: $33.66

BEDROOM SET

7 pc. Cherry, bed, chest, dresser
& mirror and night stand. New in
box. Value $2200 sell $925.
(732) 259-6690

SUMMONS (CITACION JUDICIAL)
NOTICE TO DEFENDANT:
(AVISO AL DEMANDADO):
PAUL SHEARER; AND THE
ESTATE OF PAUL SHEARER
YOU ARE BEING SUED BY PLAINTIFF: (LO ESTA DEMANDANDO EL
DEMANDANTE):
WESTLAKE FARMS, INC., A
CALIFORNIA CORPORATION
You have 30 CALENDAR DAYS after
this summons and legal papers are served
on you to file a written response at this
court and have a copy served on the
plaintiff. A letter or phone call will not
protect you. Your written response must
be in proper legal form if you want the court
to hear your case. There may be a court
form that you can use for your response.
You can find these court forms and more
information at the California Courts Online
Self-Help Center (www.courtinfo.ca.gov/
selfhelp), your county law library, or the
courthouse nearest you. If you cannot pay
the filing fee, ask the court clerk for a fee
waiver form. If you do not file your response on time, you may lose the case by
default, and your wages, money, and property maybe taken without further warning
from the court.
There are other legal requirements. You
may want to call an attorney right away. If
you do not know an attorney, you may
want to call an attorney referral service. If
you cannot afford an attorney, you may be
eligible for free legal services from a nonprofit legal services program. You can
locate these nonprofit groups at the California Legal Services Web site
(www.lawhelpcalifomia.org), the California Courts Online Self-Help Center
(www.courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp), or by contacting your local court or county bar association.
Tiene 30 DIAS DE CALENDARIO
despues de que le entreguen esta citacion
y papeles legales para presentar una
respuesta por escrito en esta corte y hacer
que se entregue una copia al demandante.
Una carta o una llamada telefonica no to
protegen. Su respuesta por escrito tiene
que estar en formato legal correcto si
desea que procesen su caso en la corte.
Es posible que haya un formulario que
usted pueda usar para su respuesta.
Puede encontrar estos formularios de la
corte y mas informacion en el Centro de
Ayuda de las Cortes de Califomia
(www.courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp/espanol/),
en la biblioteca de leyes de su condado o
en la corte que le quede mas cerca. Si no
puede pagar la cuota de presentacion,
pida al secretario de la corte que le de un
formulario de exencion de pago de cuotas.
Si no presenta su respuesta a tiempo,
puede perder el caso por incumplimiento
y la corte le podra quitar su sueldo, dinero
y bienes sin mas advertencia.
Hay otros requisitos legales. Es
recomendable que llame a un abogado
inmediatamente. Si no conoce a un
abogado, puede llamar a un servicio de
remision a abogados. Si no puede pagar a
un abogado, es posible que cumpla con
los requisitos para obtener servicios legales gratuitos de un programa de servicios
legales sin fines de lucro. Puede encontrar
estos grupos sin fines de lucro en el sitio
web de California Legal Services,
(www.lawhelpcalifomia.org), en el Centro
de Ayuda de las Cortes de California,
(www.courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp/espanol/)
o poniendose en contacto con la corte o el
colegio de abogados locales.
CASE NUMBER: (Numero del Caso):
04C 0483
The name and address of the court is:
(El nombre y direccion de la corte es):
Kings County Superior Court
1426 South Drive
Hanford, CA 93230
Hanford Division
The name, address, and telephone number of plaintiffs attorney, or plaintiff without
an attorney, is: (El nombre, la direccion y
el numero de telefono del abogado del
demandante, o del demandante que no
tiene abogado, es):
Ronald P. Jones #146281
KAHN, SOARES & CONWAY, LLP
219 North Douty Street
Hanford, CA 93230
(559)584-3337
DATE (Fecha): Nov 03 2004
Todd H. Barton, Clerk (Secretario), by
Melissa Cooley, Deputy (Adjunto)
LEGAL DESCRIPTION
Paul Shearer, or his estate, as to an
undivided 1/10 interest, as to the following
described parcel:
Lot 29 in Block 1 of Franklin
Tract No. 1, in the County of
Kings, State of California, according to the Map thereof
recorded in Book 3, Page 34
of Licensed Surveyor Plats,
Kings County Records.
APN: 042-276-021
4 T - 1/13, 1/20, 1/27
& 2/3/05, The Times
Fee: $420.24

SEEKING HOME

POSITION AVAILABLE

Family seeking Westfield
home to buy. North side,
4 bedroom, Colonial. Principals
only call (201) 234-3968

Dental Assistant with X-Ray
license for exceptional general
dental and cosmetic practice.
Personality, work ethic & interest
in career development more
important than experience. Call
today for interview. Medical
benefits available. (908) 822-0510

HOUSE FOR SALE

MARTINSVILLE
An 8-year young custom-built Tudor
home that exudes the Old World
charm yet melds it with the modern
conveniences of today. Home offers
5 beds/4 full baths, 3 masonry
fireplaces, HUGE gourmet kitchen,
finished lower level & a lavish master
suite. WRN 0720. $1,174,900
COLDWELL BANKER
RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE
(908) 754-7511
ColdwellBankerMoves.com
3 MONTHS FREE!

Beautiful cherry set, table, hutch
& buffet, 6 chairs. Sacrifice. $1275.
Can deliver (732) 259-6690

Mountainside Office Space
1500 sq. ft., Rt. 22 location. Corner
suite w/lots of windows. Outer
office, private office & lunch room.
Recently renovated, carpeted.
Call (973) 379-8837

DINING ROOM

BABYSITTER NEEDED

All wood set, hand carved
pedestal table, 6 chairs, hutch/
buffet. Retail $8000. Sell $2900.
Can deliver (732) 259-6690

P/T Sitter for 1/2/3 afternoons
plus some Saturday eve’s.
Call (908) 233-4322 or e-mail:
b.stewart768@comcast.net.

DINING ROOM

MATTRESS SET

BEDROOM SET

Ortho plush Full size, new in
plastic with warranty $120.
(732) 259-6690

www.goleader.com

French Provincial, 7 pieces, $350,
Love seat $60, Recliner $40,
Upholstered rocker $25, Wood
coffee table $10. Westfield, 9-12,
Sat, 1/15, 460 Otisco Drive, off
Summit Road by Jefferson School.

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
KINGS COUNTY SUPERIOR COURT
HANFORD, CALIFORNIA

CLASSIFIEDS

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
PLANNING BOARD
RESOLUTION
Notice is hereby given that Westfield
Board of Adjustment adopted Resolutions
at its January 10, 2005 meeting for the
following applications heard at its December 13, 2004 meeting:
Austin DeStefanis, 825 North Avenue,
seeking approval of an above ground pool
and deck erected without a permit contrary to the requirements of Section:
12.04F, 13.02C2, &13.02D3 of the Land
Use Ordinance. Approved with conditions.
Jefferson & Kimberly Grahling, 571
Topping Hill Road, seeking permission
to erect an addition contrary to the requirements of Section: 11.06E6 & 12.04F of the
Land Use Ordinance. Approved with
conditions.
Jennifer Maranz, 627 Salter Place,
seeking permission to erect an addition
contrary to the requirements of Sections:
11.09E6, 12.04F1&12.04E of the Land
Use Ordinance. Approved with conditions.
Peter Tolias, 1157 Tice Place, seeking
permission to install a 6-foot fence contrary to the requirements of Section: 12.07C
of the Land Use Ordinance. Approved
with conditions.
Michael & Lisa Riggs, 533 Birch Avenue, seeking permission to keep a shed
in the current location contrary to the requirements of Section: 13.02B.1of the Land
Use Ordinance. Approved with conditions.
Richard A. Weinstock, 455 Grove
Street, seeking permission to replace an
existing porch contrary to the requirements
of Section: 11.09E6 of the Land Use Ordinance. Approved with conditions.
Matt Gaglioti, 419 Otisco Drive, seeking permission to erect an addition contrary to the requirements of Section:
11.08E7 of the Land Use Ordinance. Approved with conditions.
Marlene & Carlos Perez-Santalla, 846
Shadowlawn Drive, seeking permission
to erect an addition, contrary to the requirements of Section 11.07E6 of the Land
Use Ordinance. Approved with conditions.
Scott & Mara Zilberberg, 516 Kimball
Avenue, seeking permission to erect an
addition contrary to the requirements Section 11.08E6 &12.04F1 of the Land Use
Ordinance. Approved with conditions.
Salvatore & Jennifer Imbornone, 29

Rodman Lane, seeking permission to
erect an addition contrary to the requirements of Section: 11.06E7 of the Land Use
Ordinance. Approved with conditions.
Andrew Becker, 648 Willow Grove
Road, seeking permission expand the 2nd
floor of his house and upgrade the kitchen
contrary to the requirements of Section:
12.03D of the Land Use Ordinance. Approved with conditions.
John & Karen Fuller, 427 Beechwood
Place, seeking permission to erect an addition contrary to the requirements of Section: 12.03D of the Land Use Ordinance.
Approved with conditions.
Jonathan & Regina Walsweer, 728
Saint Marks Avenue, seeking permission
to install a 6-foot fence along the side of the
house and continue the fence to the rear of
the property line contrary to the requirements of Section: 12.07C of the Land Use
Ordinance. Approved with conditions.
Susan & Paul Francis, 224 Brightwood
Avenue, seeking permission to finish an
existing attic space contrary to the requirements of Section: 12.04E1 of the Land Use
Ordinance. Withdrawn.
William Trinkle, 877 Tice Place, seeking permission to erect an addition contrary to the requirements of Section:
12.04D/E of the Land Use Ordinance.
Approved with conditions.
Domingas Kober, 137 Greene Place,
seeking permission to erect an addition
contrary to the requirements of Section:
13.02C1 of the Land Use Ordinance.
Approved with conditions.
Miriam T. Kulnis, 671 Summit Avenue,
seeking permission to install an a/c unit on
the left side of their property contrary to the
requirements of Section: 13.02H6 of the
Land Use Ordinance. Approved with
conditions.
Paul Laface, 619 Maple Street, seeking permission to have a deed restriction
removed. Such deed restriction was a condition required by the ZBA in connection
with a variance granted by the Board on
February 26, 2001. The deed restriction
prevented the applicant from ever building
a second floor above the first floor. That
was the subject of the variance approval.
Approved with conditions.
Daniel Swartz, 541 Elm Street, seeking permission to erect an addition contrary to the requirements of Section:
11.07E6 of the Land Use Ordinance.
Approved with conditions.
Lori A. Boyd, Secretary
Board of Adjustment
1 T - 1/13/05, The Leader Fee: $101.49

P/T NANNY WANTED

2-3 days/wk in Westield home
for 2 boys - 4 & 2 1/2. Must
drive & have great references.
Call Laurie at (908) 317-0559.
HOMEMAKER’S AID

Would like to be a companion
for the elderly Monday-Friday,
daytime. Have references.
Call (908) 232-0157
WOODWORKING

ACCENTS WOODWORKING
Custom Cabinetry and finish
carpentry. Mantles, built-ins,
bookcases & vanities. Custom
kitchens & cabinet re-facing.
Portfolio & references.
Bruce Theil (908) 358-2325
COMPUTER HOME SERVICE

Free Estimate at your house. PC
& Mac repair, upgrades, virus
removal, software, wireless
installations. Call Katie & Mark
(908) 494-5409
PIANO LESSONS

TEACHING SINCE 1970
(908) 889-4095
PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
PLANNING BOARD
The Planning Board of the Borough of
Fanwood has scheduled a Special Session for Monday, January 17, 2005 immediately following the regularly scheduled
Agenda Meeting to be held at Fanwood
Borough Hall, Council Chambers, 75 North
Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey at
8:00 PM for the purpose of discussion and
hearing public comment on revisions to
the Downtown Redevelopment Plan.
Official action may be taken.
Pat Hoynes
Secretary, pro tem
Fanwood Planning Board
1 T - 1/13/05, The Times
Fee: $15.81

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
NOTICE is hereby given that at a meeting of the Township Council of the Township of Scotch Plains, held in the Council
Chambers in the Municipal Building of
said Township on Tuesday, January 11,
2005, there was introduced, read for the
first time, and passed on such first reading, the following ordinance:
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
CHAPTER 10 SECTION 101.5 OF THE GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP
OF SCOTCH PLAINS ENTITLED “PARKS AND GOLF
COURSE”
PURPOSE: Establishing fee schedule
for Parks and Golf Course as listed in
Ordinance.
A public hearing for same will be held on
Tuesday, January 25, 2005 at 8:00 p.m. in
the Council Chambers of the Municipal
Building, or any time and place to which a
meeting for the further consideration of
such ordinance shall from time to time be
adjourned, and all persons interested will
be given an opportunity to be heard concerning such ordinance.
A copy of same may be obtained from
the office of the Township Clerk, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey, between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
Monday through Friday by any member of
the general public who wants a copy of
same without cost.
BARBARA RIEPE
Township Clerk
1 T - 1/13/05, The Times
Fee: $33.66

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-10385-04
FILE NO. 8311-04

STEVEN M. DAVIS, Collector of Taxes of
BOROUGH OF ROSELLE, and State of
New Jersey to FIRST UNION, AGENT
FOR BREEN and subsequently assigned
to plaintiff, CHUM AVENUE LLC. This
covers real estate located in BOROUGH
OF ROSELLE, County of UNION, and
State of New Jersey, known as LOT 005
BLOCK 2404 as shown on the Tax Assessment Map and Tax Map duplicate of
BOROUGH OF ROSELLE. and concerns
premises commonly known as 1018
RIVINGTON STREET, BOROUGH OF
ROSELLE, New Jersey.
YOU, LOUIS KOKOSHKIN, are made
party defendant to the above foreclosure
action because on June 22, 1959, Pearl
McAllister, Widow, executed a mortgage
to David Silverstein t/a Stone Craft Const.
in the amount of $1,343.55, which mortgage was recorded on 7/6/1959 in the
UNION County Clerk’s/Register’s Office
in Mortgage Book 2325 at page 125. On
July 16, 1959 the aforesaid mortgagee
assigned all its right, title and interest in
and to said Mortgage to Louis Kokoshkin
by way of Assignment of Mortgage of that
date, which Assignment of Mortgage was
recorded in the UNION County Clerk’s/
Register’s Office on 7/17/1959 in Book
252 of Assignment of Mortgages at page
482. Said mortgage is subordinate to the
Plaintiff’s lien.
YOU, GERALD DINALLO and LUCILLE
DINALLO, INDIVIDUALLY ADMINISTRATRIX OF THE EST. OF ANTHONY
IMPARATO, DECEASED, are made party
defendants to the above foreclosure action because on September 8, 1998, a
judgment was entered in the Superior Court
of New Jersey, Ocean County, by Gerald
Dinallo and Lucille Dinallo, Individually
Administratrix of the Est. of Anthony
Imparato, Deceased against Casmier
Gardzielik, Kevin Brown, Rocco Pandorf,
Aldo J. Liva, Peter Sarchio, and Louis
Imparato disclosing a debt in the amount
of $212,389.86, plus interest and costs.
Said judgment was entered as Judgment
No. J-231295-1998. Said judgment is subordinate to the Plaintiff’s lien.
YOU, PETER SKOKAS, are made party
defendant to the above foreclosure action
because on October 27, 1993, a judgment
was entered in the Superior Court of New
Jersey, Monmouth County, by New Jersey Bell Telephone Company and Peter
Skokas against Kevin Brown disclosing a
debt in the amount of $3,028.75 with interest. Said judgment was entered as Judgment No. DJ-098934-1993. Said judgment
is subordinate to the Plaintiff’s lien.
YOU, SALVATORE VERGA, AS-

SIGNEE, are made party defendant to the
above foreclosure action because on October 27, 2987, a judgment was entered in
the Superior Court of New Jersey, Bergen
County, by Salvatore Verga, Assignee
against William Brown disclosing a debt in
the amount of $21,269.50, plus interest
and costs. Said judgment was entered as
Judgment No. J-023806-1987. Said judgment is subordinate to the Plaintiff’s lien.
YOU, PAMELA MYERS, are made party
defendant to the above foreclosure action
because on July 22, 1992, a child support
judgment was entered in the Superior Court
of New Jersey, Union County, by Pamela
Myers against William Brown disclosing a
debt. Said judgment was entered as Judgment No. J-082720-1992, CS80930376C.
Said judgment is subordinate to the
Plaintiff’s lien.
YOU, RETAIL RECOVERY SERVICE
OF N.J. ASSIGNEE OF CHEMICAL
BANK, N.A., are made party defendant to
the above foreclosure action because on
October 27, 1993, a judgment was entered in the Superior Court of New Jersey,
Essex County, by Retail Recovery Service of N.J. Assignee of Chemical Bank,
N.A. against Brenda Brown and William
Brown disclosing a debt in the amount of
$10,533.30, plus costs. Said judgment
was entered as Judgment No. J-0989751993. Said judgment is subordinate to the
Plaintiff’s lien.
YOU, DAWN BAUMANN, are made
party defendant to the above foreclosure
action because on January 29, 2004, a
judgment was entered in the Superior Court
of New Jersey, Union County, by Dawn
Baumann against William Brown Jr disclosing a debt in the amount of $10,189.93,
plus costs. Said judgment was entered as
Judgment No. J-015622-2004. Said judgment is subordinate to the Plaintiff’s lien.
YOU, DAWN FUEL INC., are made party
defendant to the above foreclosure action
because on because on October 27, 1993,
a judgment was entered in the Superior
Court of New Jersey, Essex County, by
Dawn Fuel Inc. against William Brown Sr
disclosing a debt in the amount of $688.23,
plus costs and interest. Said judgment
was entered as Judgment No. DJ-3938471997. Said judgment is subordinate to the
Plaintiff’s lien.
DATED: January 5, 2005
Donald F. Phelan,
Clerk of the Superior Court
of New Jersey
CASALE & PELLEGRINO, L.L.C.
1 Gatehall Drive
Parsippany, New Jersey 07054
1 T - 1/13/05, The Leader Fee: $151.98

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANT
(L.S.) STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
LOUIS
KOKOSHKIN;
GERALD DINALLO; LUCILLE
DINALLO, INDIVIDUALLY
ADMINISTRATRIX OF THE
EST.
OF
ANTHONY
IMPARATO, DECEASED; PETER SKOKAS; SALVATORE
VERGA,
ASSIGNEE;
PAMELA MYERS; RETAIL
RECOVERY SERVICE OF N.J.
ASSIGNEE OF CHEMICAL
BANK,
N.A.;
DAWN
BAUMANN; DAWN FUEL
INC.;
YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED AND
REQUIRED to serve upon CASALE &
PELLEGRINO, LLC, plaintiff’s attorneys,
whose address is GATEHALL 1,
PARSIPPANY, NEW JERSEY 07054, an
Answer to the Complaint and Amendment
to Complaint filed in a Civil Action, in which
CHUM AVENUE LLC is the plaintiff and
KEVIN BROWN A/K/A WILLIAM K.
BROWN, ET ALS; are defendants, pending in the Superior Court of New Jersey,
Chancery Division, UNION County and
bearing Docket No. F-10385-04 within
thirty-five (35) days after January 13, 2005
exclusive of such date. If you fail to answer
or appear in accordance with Rule 4:4-6,
Judgment by Default may be rendered
against you for relief demanded in the
Complaint and Amendment to Complaint.
You shall file your Answer and Proof of
Service in duplicate with the Clerk of the
Superior Court of New Jersey, Hughes
Justice Complex - CN 971, Trenton, New
Jersey 08625, in accordance with the Rules
of Civil Practice and Procedure.
You are further advised that if you are
unable to obtain an attorney you may
communicate with the Lawyer Referral
Service of the County of Venue and that if
you cannot afford an attorney, you may
communicate with the Legal Services Office of the County of Venue. The telephone number of such agencies are as
follows: Lawyer Referral Service 908-3534715 - Legal Services Office 908-3544340.
THE ACTION has been instituted for the
purpose of foreclosing the following tax
sale certificate: 1. A certain tax certificate
99-028, recorded on 6/28/1999, made by
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DRIVERS WANTED

HELP WANTED

HOME DAILY & WEEKENDS!
Based in NJ. CDL&A,
Good MVR, exp req.,
Ability to read a map.
Schwartzy’s Trucking
(866) 867-4400

Office Manager, F/T, Mountainside.
Various responsibilities including
Customer service, Billing, A/R and
A/P. Knowledge of Peachtree and
MS Office Req’d. Competitive
salary/benefits/401K.
Fax resume (908) 232-4220
Or email: matt@kelly.net

BUS DRIVER

The Township of Scotch Plains is
looking for a full-time bus driver.
Monday through Friday, 8:00-4:00
pm to transport seniors within the
general area. Position includes
full benefit package. Applicants
must have Class B CDL with
passenger and airbrakes
endorsement. Apply at the
Recreation Department in room
113 of the Municipal Building at
430 Park Avenue. Please bring a
copy of your license.
HELP WANTED

MATURE RETIREE WANTED
Looking
for PT employment
to supplement income?
Non-smoker preferred
Please call
Tuesday - Friday
12PM to 6PM
(908) 232-1900
BUILDING ATTENDANT

The Scotch Plains Recreation
Department is seeking a Building
Attendant at the Scotch Hills
Country Club. Must be flexible to
carry a varied schedule of
weekday/nights and weekend
hours. Salary commensurate with
experience. Duties include
maintaining cleanliness of facility,
working scheduled events, light
physical labor. Will report to the
Facility Manager. If interested,
please come to the Recreation
Office in the Municipal Building at
430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains,
room 113, to fill out an application.
PUBLIC NOTICE

HELP WANTED

PART TIME / PERMANENT
Our busy Westfield Dental practice
is seeking an energetic, selfmotivated and detail oriented person
to work as a patient & dental care
coordinator. Computer knowledge
required. Experience is helpful but
not necessary. M, T, Th, & F. 8:30am
-3:00pm.
(908)
232-6132
HELP WANTED

REAL ESTATE, Agents at
Burgdorff ERA are breaking all
records. ERA’s #1 Real Estate
firm has training classes starting
soon. Scholarships available.
Call 1-866-BURGDORFF or
www.burgdorff.com\careers
HELP WANTED

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Westfield Volunteer Rescue
Squad seeks persons willing to
train as Emergency Medical
Technicians. No prior exp.
needed. Valid NJ Driv. Lic., req.,
min. 4 hrs/wk. We offer 24 hr.
coverage. Wkday 9am - 1 pm or
1-5pm slots are perfect for parents of school children. Childcare
reimbursement available!
Seeks trainees as Dispatchers. Min.
2 hrs./wk. All training provided.
Call the Recruiting Team at
(908) 233-2500 for details
HELP WANTED

Real Estate: Thinking of making a
change? Prudential NJ Properties
is now interviewing for full time
real estate agent positions,
Westfield Office. Call Margie
(908) 232-5664, ext. 103.

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
PLANNING BOARD
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the
Planning Board of the Township of Scotch
Plains will hold a public hearing on MONDAY, JANUARY 24, 2005, at 8:00 pm in
Council Chambers to hear the application
of Bill Wilkins for 1650 & 1640 Raritan
Road, Block 14001, Lots 4 & 5 which
proposes a lot line adjustment by taking
approximately 39,881 square feet from
Lot 4 and adding it to Lot 5. The following
existing variances are requested:
Schedule 23-3.4A, Col. 6, Para. A - Lot
Width: Required: 160 feet ;Lot 4-Existing
& Proposed: 97.70 feet; Lot 5-Existing &
Proposed: 97.42 feet.
Schedule 23-3.4A, Col. 8, Para A-Side
Yard Setback: Required: 30 feet; Lot 4Existing & Proposed: 15.35 feet; Lot 5Existing & Proposed: 18.84 feet.
Schedule 23-3.4A, Col. 9, Para A-Total Side Yard Setback: Required: 65 feet;
Lot 4-Existing & Proposed: 39.31 feet; Lot
5-Existing & Proposed: 39 feet.
Lot 5:
Schedule 23-3.4A, Col. 7, Para A-Front
Yard Setback: Required: 60 feet; Existing
& Proposed: 51.12 feet.
All interested persons may be present
and be heard. The file pertaining to this
application is in the Office of the Planning
Board and is available for public inspection during regular office hours.
Barbara Horev
Secretary to the Planning Board
1 T - 1/13/05, The Times
Fee: $33.15

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
NOTICE IS hereby given that at a regular meeting of the Township Council of the
Township of Scotch Plains, held on Tuesday, January 11, 2005 the following ordinances entitled:
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
THE
GENERAL
ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP
OF SCOTCH PLAINS SECTION 2 “ADMINISTRATION”
SUB-SECTION 2-25.1 “FEE
SCHEDULE FOR MATERIAL
DISTRIBUTED BY POLICE
DEPARTMENT” AND SUBSECTION 2.25.7 ENTITLED
“FEES FOR COPIES OF
DOCUMENTS FURNISHED
BY THE TOWNSHIP”
AN ORDINANCE SUPPLEMENTING AND AMENDING
CHAPTER XXIII, ZONING, OF
THE REVISED GENERAL
ORDINANCES OF THE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS, 1978, RE-ZONING
BLOCK 14702 LOT 2 FROM
THE “P” ZONE TO THE “C”
ZONE.
were adopted on second and final reading.
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk
1 T - 1/13/05, The Times
Fee: $31.11

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD BOARD OF EDUCATION
NOTICE OF MEETINGS
(In Compliance with OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT - Chapter 231)
*ADDENDUM TO REGULARLY SCHEDULED MEETINGS*
TYPE OF MEETING:

Board/PTA Roundtable Discussion

DATE OF MEETING:

January 20, 2005

LOCATION:

Terrill Middle School – Media Center
1301 Terrill Road
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

TIME:

7:30 p.m. – “Meet & Greet” Coffee
8:00 p.m. – Question/Answer & Discussion

PURPOSE OF MEETING:

The Board will meet with the PTA to discuss various
topics of concern.

.

ACTION TO BE TAKEN:
1 T - 1/13/05, The Times

Action will not be taken.
Fee: $32.64

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-11394-04
FILE NO. 8388-04

4715 - Legal Services Office 908-3544340.
THE ACTION has been instituted for the
purpose of foreclosing the following tax
sale certificate: 1. A certain tax certificate
020555, recorded on 5/2/2002, made by
STEVEN M. DAVIS, Collector of Taxes of
PLAINFIELD, and State of New Jersey to
MOORING TAX ASSET GROUP, LLC
and subsequently assigned to plaintiff,
MOORING TAX ASSET GROUP, LLC.
This covers real estate located in
PLAINFIELD, County of UNION, and State
of New Jersey, known as LOT 34 BLOCK
545 as shown on the Tax Assessment
Map and Tax Map duplicate of
PLAINFIELD. and concerns premises
commonly known as 1142-46 W 6TH ST,
PLAINFIELD, New Jersey.
YOU, FRANCIS J SKINNER and MARY
A SKINNER, their heirs, devisees and
personal representatives and their or any
of their successors in right, title and interest; JANET SKINNER; JAMES M. SKINNER; and JACK NEUGARTEN, are made
party defendants to the above foreclosure
action because you are the owners of a
property which is the subject of the above
entitled action.
YOU, JOHN DOE HUSBAND OF JANET
SKINNER, SAID NAME JOHN DOE BEING FICTITIOUS; MRS. JAMES M. SKINNER, WIFE OF JAMES M. SKINNER; and
MRS. JACK NEUGARTEN, WIFE OF
JACK NEUGARTEN, are made party defendants to the above foreclosure action
because plaintiff has been unable to determine whether defendants JANET SKINNER; JAMES M. SKINNER; and JACK
NEUGARTEN are married, and if married,
the name of JANET SKINNER; JAMES M.
SKINNER; and JACK NEUGARTEN’s
spouses. If JANET SKINNER; JAMES M.
SKINNER; and JACK NEUGARTEN are
married, the plaintiff joins JOHN DOE
HUSBAND OF JANET SKINNER, SAID
NAME JOHN DOE BEING FICTITIOUS;
MRS. JAMES M. SKINNER, WIFE OF
JAMES M. SKINNER; and MRS. JACK
NEUGARTEN,
WIFE
OF
JACK
NEUGARTEN as defendants for any possessory or marital rights you may have.
DATED: January 6, 2005
Donald F. Phelan,
Clerk of the Superior Court
of New Jersey
CASALE & PELLEGRINO, L.L.C.
1 Gatehall Drive
Parsippany, New Jersey 07054
1 T - 1/13/05, The Leader
Fee: $97.41

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANT
(L.S.) STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
FRANCIS J SKINNER AND
MARY A SKINNER, THEIR
HEIRS, DEVISEES AND PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVES
AND THEIR OR ANY OF
THEIR SUCCESSORS IN
RIGHT, TITLE AND INTEREST; JANET SKINNER; JOHN
DOE HUSBAND OF JANET
SKINNER, SAID NAME JOHN
DOE BEING FICTITIOUS;
JAMES M. SKINNER; MRS.
JAMES M. SKINNER, WIFE
OF JAMES M. SKINNER;
JACK NEUGARTEN; MRS.
JACK NEUGARTEN, WIFE OF
JACK NEUGARTEN;
YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED AND
REQUIRED to serve upon CASALE &
PELLEGRINO, LLC, plaintiff’s attorneys,
whose address is GATEHALL 1,
PARSIPPANY, NEW JERSEY 07054, an
Answer to the Complaint and Amendment
to Complaint filed in a Civil Action, in which
MOORING TAX ASSET GROUP, LLC is
the plaintiff and FRANCIS J SKINNER, his
heirs, ET ALS; are defendants, pending in
the Superior Court of New Jersey, Chancery Division, UNION County and bearing
Docket No. F-11394-04 within thirty-five
(35) days after January 13, 2005 exclusive
of such date. If you fail to answer or appear
in accordance with Rule 4:4-6, Judgment
by Default may be rendered against you
for relief demanded in the Complaint and
Amendment to Complaint. You shall file
your Answer and Proof of Service in duplicate with the Clerk of the Superior Court of
New Jersey, Hughes Justice Complex CN 971, Trenton, New Jersey 08625, in
accordance with the Rules of Civil Practice and Procedure.
You are further advised that if you are
unable to obtain an attorney you may
communicate with the Lawyer Referral
Service of the County of Venue and that if
you cannot afford an attorney, you may
communicate with the Legal Services Office of the County of Venue. The telephone number of such agencies are as
follows: Lawyer Referral Service 908-353-
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LOCAL STARS
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By MICHELLE HELEN Le POIDEVIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – “Five Steps to Spiritual Growth, A Journey” by Dr. Peter
Kalellis of Mountainside is a significant book whose intention is to point
out the value of a human being, God’s
unique creation. The book is due out
on Sunday, January 23.
Written in flowing language, the
book helps a person – in spite of his or
her past experience – to visualize the
reality of present and future.
Dr. Kalellis has explored and gleaned
aspects of spiritual life as experienced
by personalities of Early Church history, and with simplicity, he introduces
spirituality to today’s reader as an attainable lifestyle.
The theme permeating the book is
that humans are not just physical,
they are spiritual beings by God’s
design. Awareness and effort to develop their own spirituality make life
physically healthier and mentally
happier.
The author assists readers to ascend
each step with a feeling of relief that
God is always present in their lives,
accepting, loving, forgiving sins and
unwitting errors.
The spiritual ascent becomes easier
and smoother as we remove obstacles
of destructive habits, evil thoughts and
negativity. Abundant love and tender
mercy, wisdom and direction are God’s
gifts. They are not imposed on anyone;
one needs to be willing to receive them,
and then the rest of the ascent becomes
His work.
Today, professionals in the healing

arts, including psychiatrists, psychotherapists, marriage family therapists
and social workers recognize how spiritual people regain their physical and
emotional health faster than others who
have no religious affiliation.
Having read Dr. Kalellis’ previous
book, “Restoring Your Self: Five Ways
to a Healthier, Happier, and More Creative Life,” I was particularly impressed
by Part V, which deals with self-transformation.
I had a hunch another book was in
the air and I am now delighted to see it
in print: “Five Steps to Spiritual
Growth, A Journey.”
In these adverse times, media portrays the Hollywood lifestyle as reality, and our homes are inundated
with news of terror and insecurity,
and advertisements promote goods,
which promise happiness and leave
the consumer in deep debt. We are
in dire need of something different,
something worthwhile and fulfilling.
This book will take you on a journey,
which offers something solid and different.
Dr. Kalellis provides easy-to-follow
directives and allows readers to reconsider existent – perhaps dormant and
healthy – qualities which are inner
human properties that can be applied
effectively.
Truly, this book does enrich the ascent of each step with insights and valuable material that, put into practice, will
bring peace of mind, direction in life,
strength, and wisdom to anyone who
chooses to accept the offerings.

Modern M
an Trio Schedules
Man
Concer
ch
Concertt at Westfield Chur
Church
WESTFIELD – The Coffee With
Conscience Concer t Series in
Westfield will present the comedic trio, Modern Man, in concert
on Saturday, January 15, at the
First United Methodist Church,
located at 1 East Broad Street in
Westfield.
Doors will open at 7:15 p.m. and the
concert will begin at 8 p.m. Admission
is $14. All net proceeds will be donated
to the Eric Johnson House in
Morristown, which provides temporary housing for individuals with HIV/
AIDS.
Consisting of David Buskin, Rob
Carlson and George Wurzbach, Modern
Man lampoons everything from the FBI
to ESPN, mixing in musically provocative numbers. For more information,

Modern Man

please visit www.modernman3.com.
Reservations, which are strongly encouraged, can be made by calling the
concert hotline at (908) 522-1501 or by
e-mailing concerts4causes@aol.com.
Attendees should leave their first and
last name, the number of seats needed
and a telephone number.

Drey
er and Vehslage
eyer
eatur
iber Ar
To F
Featur
eaturee F
Fiber
Artt
At B
elskie M
useum
Belskie
Museum
WESTFIELD – Throughout February, Westfield resident Joan Dreyer
and Westfield native Carolyn Lee
Vehslage will participate in “Fiber
Revolution:
Quilts as Art,” an
exhibition at the
Belskie Museum,
located at 280
High Street in
Closter.
Dreyer
and
Vehslage
are
among 30 artists
Boufrom Massachu- “Valentine
quet,” 2002,
setts, Connecticut, 11” x 8” x 2” by
New York, New Carolyn Lee
Jersey, Pennsylva- Vehslage.
nia and the Delaware region of the Studio Art Quilt
Associates to participate.

‘Aspen H
eir
ovel Will
Heir
eir’’ N
No
eleased bbyy B
Be R
Released
Brrowne
WESTFIELD – Westfield resident
Marlene Browne has announced that
her second novel, “Aspen Heir,” will be
released in early 2005.
Ms. Browne is also
the author of “The
Divorce
Process,
Boomer’s Guide to Divorce” and “To Prepare
A Face.”
A graduate of Boston College and Emory
University School of
Law, Ms. Browne has
practiced family law since 1986. She
was a leading partner in the matrimonial department of a New York Metropolitan area general service law firm.
For more information, please visit
www.marlenebrowne.com.

Ar
ea P
upils
Artt bbyy Ar
Area
Pupils
Included in County
County’’s
Trav
eling E
xhibition
raveling
Exhibition
COUNT
Y – The Union County
COUNTY
Board of Chosen Freeholders is sponsoring the 2004-2005 Teen Arts Touring Exhibit at the Rahway Recreation
Center, located at 1 City Hall Plaza in
downtown Rahway through Sunday,
February 6.
Westfield artists include Westfield
High School student Allison Tiedrich
and Beadleston High School student
John Thompson.
Scotch Plains artists include Quadir
Whitehurst of Centennial High School,
Jorge De Jesus of Hillcrest Academy
and George Bucci of the Union County
Vocational-Technical School.
Artwork by Christina Pindar, a student at Deerfield School in
Mountainside, is spotlighted, as well as
pieces by Berkeley Heights students
Lindsay Rica, Rebecca Schaal, Arda
Hotz, Tess Perrin, Kika Turnier and
Laura Calabrese.

Keyboar
d Ar
tist, Long,
eyboard
Artist,
To P
Prresent Concer
Concertt
At Watchung Ar
ts Ctr
Arts
Ctr..
WATCHUNG — Keyboard artist,
Christina Long, will present “A Journey Through 88 Keys — A Family
Concert,” with music by Copland,
Debussy, Chopin and Liszt, on Sun-

Get Outta
The House
By CAROL F. DAVIS

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The husband and wife duo,
Marian and Adrian Collins, will
rand P
iGrand
Piplay Music for Two G
anos on Sunday, January 16, at 4
p.m. at Calvary Episcopal Church,
31 Woodland Avenue, Summit.
The program will include pieces by
Bach, Saint-Saëns, Copland and
Gershwin. Although there is no
charge, a freewill offering will be
collected. For more information,
please call (908) 277-1547.
*******
The lively performance of the Fly
Dance Company’s Cookin will wipe
away any hint of the winter blahs,
with their mix of classical music and
hip-hop choreography. They’re coming to the Union County Arts Center in Rahway on Saturday, January
15. Tickets are available for the 8
p.m. show, and are $25 each for the
general public. Call the box office at
(732) 499-8226.
*******
The Forum Theatre Company in
Metuchen is featuring a classic tale
with a funny twist, Goldilocks and
the Thr
ee B
ears. It runs through
Three
Bears
Kid’’s
Monday, January 17, at the Kid
F or
um
orum
um. The twist involves
Goldilocks standing trial for B&E,
petty theft, and vandalism and the
music is classic 70s. How modern.
It’s appropriate for kids two and older,
tickets can be ordered by calling (732)
548-0582, or visiting them online at
http://www.akidsforum.com/. Ask
about the brunch special from Dan
an’’s
on M
ain.
Main
*******
The P
lainfield SSymphony
ymphony celPlainfield
ebrates its 85th anniversary with a
Pops Concer
Concertt on Sunday, January
16. Charles Prince, formerly of the
New York Pops, will conduct the
program, which ranges from
Copeland and Bernstein to Bizet.
Tickets, $40 for the general public,
and $35 for seniors, are available at
the door. Immediately following
the concert, there will be an optional after-concert dinner/reception, for an extra fee, at a private
home on Watchung Avenue, just a
few blocks from the site of the
performance – the Crescent Avenue Presbyterian Church. Call
(908) 561-5140 or visit
www.plainfieldsymphony.org.
*******
The music/comedy troupe, Modern M
an, will appear at the First
Man
United Methodist Church of
Westfield on Saturday, January 15,
at 8 p.m. The trio knows no boundaries in poking fun, and the music is
original. Learn more about them or
listen to some clips at:
www.modernman3.com. Tickets are
$14, and doors open at 7:30 p.m.

Ian Federgreen for The Westfield Leader and The Times

OVER THE RAINBOW...The “Rainbow Land” team discusses their presentation
during the Two Kingdoms exercise at the Union County-sponsored Artist Enrichment Symposium at Union County College in Cranford.

Ian Federgreen for The Westfield Leader and The Times
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CRANFORD – The Theater Project
(TTP), Union County College’s (UCC)
professional theater company, will offer a free performance and discussion
of We Beat Whitey Ford, a new play by
Kal Wagenheim of Millburn, on Sunday, January 16, at 3 p.m. at UCC,
1033 Springfield Avenue in Cranford.
Admission to this program is free.
We Beat Whitey Ford is one of the
new plays being generated by TTP’s
Playwrights Workshop for New Jerseybased authors.
During the script-in-hand performance in UCC’s atrium, participants
will have the opportunity to share their

feedback with TTP writers and discuss
the plot with fellow audience members, while sipping coffee. The presentation will be followed by a discussion
with Wagenheim and cast members.
We Beat Whitey Ford involves two
former high school baseball teams –
one black (Mitch) and one white (Hal)
– meet 20 years later at Newark Airport, and seek to restore what once
was.
According to Mark Spina of TTP,
“This is a moving, often funny, tale of
friendship, and of the chasm between
youthful dreams and reality – between
what we want and what we get.”

Bus Trip to Vie
wD
ali E
xhibit
iew
Dali
Exhibit
Planned bbyy Ar
ts Association
Arts
SCO
TCH PL
SCOT
PLAINS
AINS – The Scotch
Plains and Fanwood Arts Association
will sponsor a bus trip to The Philadelphia Museum of Art on Tuesday, March
1, to see the Salvador Dali exhibition.
The museum is marking the 100th
anniversary of Dali’s birth with the first
comprehensive retrospective of his work
in over two decades.
The exhibition, which will encompass Dali’s life as a painter, writer, object-maker, theater designer, filmmaker,
theorist and self-publicist, will cover all
periods of his career, emphasizing key
moments in his work.

day, January 30, at 4 p.m. at the
Watchung Arts Center, located on the
Watchung Circle at 18 Stirling Road.
Ms. Long has played in recitals and
with orchestras throughout the United
States, China, Taiwan and Poland and
her performances have been praised for
their “unusual elasticity, color, rhythmic clarity and creative fantasy.” She
and her sister, Beatrice, playing as The
Long Duo, won the Ellis Duo Piano
Competition.
General admission to the concert is
$15, $10 for students and $5 for children under 10 and includes a postperformance reception during which
the audience is invited to meet Ms.
Long.
For reservations, please call (908)
753-0190
or
e-mail
WACenter@aol.com.

Symposium
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20

the workshops, we want to have the
experience that the kids are having and
be able to network and talk to each
other about creative ideas.’ So with
that idea we wrote a grant to create this
day for them,” said Ms. Leary.
The event was sponsored by the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders, represented at the event by
Bette Jane Kowalski, the Union County
Division of Cultural and Heritage Affairs, directed by Susan Coen, and the
New Jersey State Council on the Arts.

WESTFIELD – The Choral Art
Society of New Jersey, Inc. will perform George Frederick Handel’s Dixit
Dominus and John Rutter’s Birthday
Madrigals on Saturday, January 15, at
8 p.m. at The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield, located on Mountain Avenue at East Broad Street.
James Little, Musical Director of
the society, will conduct the evening’s
performance. While soloists will include sopranos Ellen Goff Entriken
and Andi Campbell, alto Luthian
Brackett, tenor Steven Sands and bass
Dale Livingston.
The Choral Art Society Orchestra
will accompany the chorus.
General admission is $15, with se-

Citera/Cricket
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20

Andrew said, “I took a picture of
the scarecrow and gave it to Mrs.
Mottley. She said that I did a nice
job and she showed it to my fourth
grade teacher Mrs. (Eloise)
Schundler.”
Assistant to Editors at Cricket magazine, Julie Peterson, told The Leader/
Times Andrew’s entry received Honorable Mention partly because he took
the initiative to use photography to
capture his creation. That helped his
piece “stand out as an original,” she
noted.
Since placing in the contest, Mrs.
Mottley asked Andrew to bring in a
certificate noting his accomplishment
so she could make a copy of the document and post it on the bulletin board
in the school’s hallway.
Andrew said he “felt good” when he
learned about his honorable mention
status.

Approximately 200 pieces by Dali,
many of which will be shown in the
United States for the first time, will be
included in the exhibit.
The bus will leave the Scotch Plains
Municipal Building parking lot
promptly at 8:30 a.m. and return at 5
p.m. The cost of the trip is $45, which
includes the bus fare, museum admission, and audio tour cassette.
Payment must be received by Sunday, January 30.
To reserve a space or obtain more
information, please call Anne Gibbons
at (908) 232-2631.
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COUNT
Y – The Union County
COUNTY
Division of Cultural and Heritage Affairs continues to offer arts exhibitions,
theater performances and other opportunities throughout the month of January.
Artwork by Jane Fine will be exhibited at Domo Gallery, located at 447
Springfield Avenue in Summit, through
Saturday, January 22. Admission is free.
The New Jersey Center for Visual
Arts will present an art exhibit,
“InterViews,” works by Elise Siegal
and Phillip Gabrielli at its Maple Street
Gallery, located at 34-36 Maple Street
in Summit. The free exhibit will be
held through Sunday, January 23.
Bouras Galleries, located at 25
DeForest Avenue in Summit, will offer
Cynthia Smith’s “Bright, Bold Landscapes” through Monday, February 28.
The gallery will also exhibit work by
Berkeley Heights photographer Nancy
Ori. Please call (908) 277-6054 for an
appointment.
Union County College’s (UCC)
Tomasulo Gallery will continue to offer “Paintings,” works by Tim Murphy,
through Thursday, March 17. The gallery is located on UCC’s Cranford campus on Springfield Avenue.
Reeves-Reed Arboretum, located at
165 Hobart Avenue in Summit, will
present serigraph prints by Elissa F.
Merkl through Monday, February 14.
Members of the Linden Art Associa-
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Christina Long

ILLUMINATING...For these symposium participants, medieval manuscript illumination begins with selecting an image to illuminate.

BRIGHT CAST…The Light Bulb Players, a division of the New Jersey Workshop
for the Arts (NJWA), will stage You’re a Good Man, Charlie Brown, which is being
produced, directed and performed by teenagers local to the Westfield area. You’re
a Good Man, Charlie Brown will be presented at The First Baptist Church on Elm
Street in Westfield, on Saturday, January 22, at 3 and 7:30 p.m. For information and
tickets, please call the NJWA at (908) 789-9696. Pictured, left to right, are: cast
members Billy Geltzeiler, Kelly Braun, Natalie Narotsky, Michael Mietlicki, Connor
Davis and Jennifer Dilzell.

nior citizen and student tickets at $10
each. All tickets can be purchased at
the door.

Queen of Arts
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20

off your seafood and non-seafood creations with Blackberry Ice Cream,
Sangria Ice Pops, Chunky White
Chocolate S’mores or Strawberry
Shortcake with Mint Cream. Yummo!
The coldest, snowiest days, trapped
inside the house, can be combated
when exploring the projects found in
“Collage Sourcebook: Exploring the
Art and Techniques of Collage”
(Quarry Books, 2005, $25) A short
history of collage and a glossary of
basic terms begins this volume, which
covers collage projects using paper,
found objects, fabric, encaustic, items
from nature, and photographs.
Trompe l’oeil and weaving techniques inspire crafters choosing paper
for their collages, while varied fibers,
stitches and textures are explored in
fabric collages. Monoprinting is also
addressed, while mobiles and dolls
made from fabric and found materials
are also detailed.
If you possess a boundless imagination and are easily intrigued by piecing
things together, you will find the art of
collage to be rewarding. The vibrant
photographs of finished collage projects
will surely serve as excellent springboards for your own unique creations.
*******
“The Coastal Living Cookbook”
can be purchased through
www.oxmoorhouse.com, while the
other titles featured in this column
are
available
at
www.barnesandnoble.com.

tion are currently exhibiting their creations at the Freeholder’s Gallery, Union
County Administration Building, Sixth
Floor at Elizabethtown Plaza in Elizabeth. This free exhibit will be presented through Monday, February 28.
Multimedia works by Christine
Dolinish will be featured at the Pearl
Street Gallery, located at 633 Pearl
Street in Elizabeth. Call (908) 5582550 for more information on this free
exhibit, which will last through Tuesday, March 15.
The Donald B. Palmer Museum at
the Springfield Free Public Library,
located at 66 Mountain Avenue in
Springfield, will display the works of
James Feuss. Call (973) 376-4930 for
more information on this free exhibit
slated through Thursday, February 24.
The YM-YWHA of Union County
will present “Reeds, Rhythm & All
That Brass,” a dance program, through
Sunday, January 16, from 1:30 to 3:30
p.m. for free. Call (908) 289-8112 for
details.
The New Jersey Intergenerational
Chorus will present their “Winter
Concert” with works by Bach, Vivaldi,
Handel and Tchiakovsky on Saturday,
January 22, at 7:30 p.m. at Summit
Middle School, located at 292 Morris
Avenue in Summit. The same program
will be presented on Sunday, January
30, at 2 p.m. at Cranford High School,
located at 201 West End Place in
Cranford. For more information on
this free concert, please call (908) 6560097.
My One and Only will be staged at
Kean University’s Wilkins Theatre, located at 1000 Morris Avenue in Union,
on Sunday, January 23, at 3 p.m. For
ticket information, please call (908)
737-7469.
Crescent Concerts at Crescent Avenue Presbyterian Church, located at
716 Watchung Avenue in Plainfield,
will present its “Exceptional Young
Artists” program for musicians ages 16
and under on January 23 at 3 p.m. For
ticket information, please call (908)
756-2468.
At 4 p.m. on January 23, the Unitarian Church in Summit will present an
afternoon of music with organist Jeffrey Brillhart. For ticket information,
please call (908) 273-3245.
Wilkins Theatre at Kean University
will offer a dance program, Batoto Yetu
in “The Birth of Nzinga” on Friday,
January 28, at 7:30 p.m. The next
evening, at 8 p.m., the New Jersey
Ballet will present “Evening of Classical Ballet” at the theater. On Saturday,
January 29, the theater will welcome
the dance troupe back for “Coppelia”
at 2 p.m. For ticket information on all
three programs, please call (908) 7377469.
The Union County Arts Center, located at 1601 Irving Street in Rahway,
will present a “Rahway Goes to War:
World War II” series on January 28, 29
and 30. For full details, please call
(732) 499-8226.

Coming N
ext Week:
Next
• Brad Tinfow reviews the latest
Choral Art Society concert.
• Marylou Morano attends a quilting exhibit in Clark, featuring a
Scotch Plains quilting society.
• Susan Dougherty learns about the
Lightbulb Players and how the
troupe was established.
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County-Sponsored Symposium
Enriches Artists All Over State
By IAN FEDERGREEN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUNT
Y — Across the lobby from
COUNTY
a silk painting workshop and down the
hall from an African drum circle, a
queen was being coroneted not with a
crown, but a clown nose.
“You can’t survive without humor,
right?” asked artist Grigory Gurevich.
The ceremony was part of an exercise on cultural values called Two Kingdoms, one of seven seminars at last
Saturday’s Artist Enrichment Symposium, held at the Cranford campus of

ers sharing with musicians — listening
to how people think about how they
produce their own work. That’s one of
the fastest ways to grow is to collaborate with an artist different than yourself.”
That was the theme of the Two Kingdoms exercise, lead by Artsgenesis Associate Director Christopher Eaves, in
which participants created a culture,
identified the values of that culture,
and created a ceremony to express those
values.
“The exercise has been modified to-

Ian Federgreen for The Westfield Leader and The Times

IMAGE TRANSFER...Jenelyn Cooling, a retired corporate consultant from Westfield,
readies an image to be painted on silk during Saturday’s Artist Enrichment
Symposium at Union County College in Cranford.

Union County College.
Sixty-five teachers, artists, and teaching artists gathered for a day of collaboration and inspiration.
Keynote speaker Kathleen Gaffney,
founder of the arts-in-education organization Artsgenesis, began the day
with a talk about “how to kick start
your own creativity.”
The key, explained Ms. Gaffney,
lies in “drinking from other wells.”
That is, “artists who work as painters sharing with theater artists, danc-

day to focus specifically on integrating
different art forms,” Mr. Eaves said.
“The underlying challenge is for people
who express themselves visually to start
expressing themselves musically — really to extend their abilities.”
“Well it’s not something I would
have engaged in ordinarily,” said
Kathleen Rutler, a substitute teacher
and mother of five from Wycoff.
“I’m not a performer at all. But it
was wonderful. I have so many ideas
of how to use that exact workshop

and interpret it with kids in teaching them how to read and get along
and be creative.”
She added that the workshop gave
her insight into a play she is writing.
Presenter Heather Dunn led a class
in silk painting, which was also successful.
“It’s always exciting when you’re learning something new,” said Derek
Dent, a multimedia artist from
Elizabeth who had never painted
on silk before.
“For me that’s what being an
artist is all about,” he said.
Jennifer Bobal, a salon owner
from Bloomfield who came to
find collaborators for a charity
fundraising event, enjoyed the
workshop in African drumming.
“Everybody connected. By the
end of the class everybody loved
each other,” she said. Her friend,
surfboard designer and deejay
Louis Kennedy, agreed.
“A lot of new words, new culture, and I’m going out and buying a drum!” he said.
“To play the drum is empowering and uplifting, raises the
spirit and creates wholeness and healing, releases those positive chemicals in
the brain,” said Maire Tashjian, who
presented the drum seminar with music and business partner Amy Schindler.
Other workshops included papermaking, medieval manuscript illumination, and a discussion on the art of
critiquing.
“(Students) don’t come to these
events to be beat down,” said musician
and scholar Anthony Branker. “They
come to be encouraged, inspired. You’ve
got to find some things they can hold
onto and feel good about.”
Kim Leary, who as Union County
Teen Arts Coordinator, had organized
similar events aimed at students for
years, coordinated the Artist Enrichment Symposium.
“Those people that teach the workshops said to me year after year, ‘This is
such a great event, we want to go take
Continued on P
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SCO
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Plains-Fanwood High School (SPFHS)
Repertory Theater has announced the
cast of West Side Story, which will
debut at the high school on Friday,
March 11.
Performances are slated for the evenings of Friday, Saturday and Sunday,
March 11 to 13, and during the afternoons of Thursday, Friday and Saturday, March 17 to 19.
The show, by Leonard Bernstein,

Stephen Sondheim and Arthur
Laurents, tells the story of young love
destroyed by the strife of youth gangs
in Manhattan in the 1950s.
Leading the troupe will be seniors
Christine Deluca as Maria, Abraham
Hiatt as Tony and Matthew Capodicasa
as Riff. Brian Glassett will portray
Bernardo and Sarah Marable will play
Anita.
Tickets will be available on Tuesday,
February 1, by calling (908) 322-9616.

Photo Courtesy of Virginia Citera

HONORABLE ENTRY...Andrew
Citera, 10, of Scotch Plains entered
this winning scarecrow into the October 2004 Cricket magazine contest. He earned Honorable Mention.
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GRIEVING…For the Friday, March 11, debut of West Side Story at Scotch PlainsFanwood High School, Christine Deluca, right, and Sarah Marable, left, rehearse an
impassioned duet in which they grieve over the death of a gang member beloved of each.
™
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ENCAUSTIC DEMONSTRATION…Westfield contemporary artist Francesca
Azzara demonstrates the modern version of a two-millenia old encaustic (wax)
painting during the January 9 meeting of the Westfield Art Association.
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Craft Projects, Books, and Patterns
For All the Year ‘Round

‘PULP’ FICTION...A science classroom at Union County College became a
laboratory for papermaking at Saturday’s Artist Enrichment Symposium.

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Perhaps this won’t be the snowiest
winter on record, but crafters can
make it snow with the
“Build Your Own Snow
Globe” Mega Mini Kit
by Alison Trulock (Running Press, 2003,
$7.95).
According to the kit’s
32-page booklet, the
wintry wonders date
back to either 1870 or
1889 and folks have
been collecting snow
globes in every theme
and shape ever since.
This kit provides crafters with the
opportunity to personalize their own globe,
using the silver glitter,
plastic globe and interchangeable pieces included in the box. If you
don’t like the snowman,
house, flower or teddy
bear provided in the kit,
find your own trinket to
encase in the globe at a
local hobby shop. Shake
it up and let it snow.
Italian chef Lidia Matticchio
Bastianich, who can be seen whipping up Mediterranean delights on
public television, just
published “Lidia’s Family Table” (Alfred A.
Knopf, 2004, $35).
While emphasizing the
importance of family in
the cooking experience,
her latest volume is a true
teaching cookbook,
meaning that every aspect of her recipes is outlined for the novice chef.
Before diving into
some of the best recipes
offered in her book, Ms.
Bastianich recommends necessary
staples for every pantry, freezer and
refrigerator, as well as the pots and
pans she uses. As found in her past
books, nostalgic photographs are provided in full color and sepia tones,
hearkening back to the chef ’s most
cherished memories.
Fig Focacchia, Crostata with
Chocolate, Hazelnuts and Orange top
the dessert recipes, while the book
also includes instructions for a hearty
Soup with Lentils and Ditalini Pasta,

Warm Broccoli Rape and Yukon Gold
Potato Salad, savory sauces to complement key vegetables, methods for
cooking polenta, risotto and homemade pastas, as well as a
fool-proof recipe for
Roast Pork Shoulder
with Roast Vegetable
Sauce.
Yonghyun Kim has
translated Claire Sun-ok
Choi’s innovative techniques for crafting 60
gorgeous greeting cards
in
“Designing
Handcrafted Cards”
(Quarry Books, 2004,
$19.99). Tools and techniques for
card-making precede
the author’s instructions
for pressed, windowshaped and embossed
cards.
Covering every holiday and occasion imaginable, Ms. Choi introduces paper quilling,
piercing, weaving and
embossing into some of
the most inspiring
projects ever published.
For example, the Mother’s Day and
wedding cards are elaborate, but not
overwhelming to the beginning
crafter. With tweezers to
manage the tiny components of most of the
cards and lots of patience, any crafter to
conquer these worthwhile projects.
If you don’t have “The
Coastal Living Cookbook” (Oxmoor House,
2004, $31.96) in your
collection, you’re not a
true seafood lover. The
mouth-watering photographs and snippets
from coastal inhabitants offering
menu ideas and serving suggestions
make this cookbook a great catch.
An extensive fish glossary concludes
this volume, which features recipes
for Miz Tolliver’s Garlic Crabs, Lobster Frittata, Northwest Clam Chowder with Oyster Mushrooms, Lobster
Salad with Papaya and Maui Onion,
Thai Shrimp and Glass Noodle Salad,
Broiled Oysters with Celery Cream
and Virginia Ham, as well as Mussel
Soup with Saffron and Cream. Finish
Continued on P
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Please send all A&E news to : ae@goleader.com!

Meet The F
ockers:
Fockers
et IItt Together
Doesn
oesn’’t G
Get
One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
2 & ½ POPCORNS

Just the title alone is worth a chuckle:
Meet the Fockers. If nothing else, director Jay Roach’s film informs that
we’ve come to a point in our so-called
civilization that says it’s okay to put
that on the marquee. Whether or not
that’s progress is another matter. But
it’s just the sort of thing the story’s two
patriarchs, Robert De Niro’s Jack Byrnes
and Dustin Hoffman’s Bernie Focker,
might debate.
Of course we all know the smirky
implication. Don’t think scores of SUVs
headed for movie theaters all across
America have not been loaded down
with rambunctious adolescents shouting out their very own pronunciations
of the title. But the enthusiasm is bound
to be less vocal on the way home.
Maybe just a blurt or two.
While Roach’s sequel to his much
more original Meet The Parents
(2000) tries hard to reinvigorate the
sheer zaniness of its predecessor, it’s
just another case of a good idea recruited for formulaic duty.
Where once the true box office coup
was to fashion a film that would appeal
not only to male and female, but to the
18 to 25 crowd as well as the over 40
bunch, now it’s political. Fill those
seats with people from blue states and
red states and let ‘em fight it out on
screen. The occasion of impending
nuptials, ripe with the egocentric rancor that inevitably attends the joining
of two families, is the perfect place to
plop your combatant stereotypes.
Therefore, in this corner, representing WASPs as well as the right wing, an
ex-CIA agent who doesn’t trust anyone, even after he makes them take a lie
detector test, Jack Byrnes. He’s Pam’s
dad. And in this corner, representative
of everything that is liberal and ethnic,
a man so sensitive that he gave up his
law practice to become a stay-at-home
dad, Bernie Focker. He’s Greg’s father.
Aiding and abetting on the distaff
side, Blythe Danner’s Dina Byrnes is
Jack’s characteristically repressed wife.
Whereas Barbra Streisand as Roz
Focker, sex therapist and nonconformist personified, is living proof that her
sub-culture is all for women’s lib.
Oddly, despite such disparate backgrounds, this doesn’t seem to have deterred Ben Stiller’s Gaylord Greg Focker
and Teri Polo’s Pam Byrnes from embarking on that most sacred of paths.
Even odder, come to think of it, what
little they do have in common revolves
around their mutual effort to rein in
their insane parents.
Sure, it’s a farce, and you don’t expect
the pair to dominate the screen with
either a discourse on whether
Shakespeare really existed or a debate
about the pros and cons of dropping
the bomb on Hiroshima. But still, you

suspect if it weren’t for the class warfare
the Byrneses and Fockers immerse
themselves in so slavishly, Pam and
Greg would have absolutely nothing to
talk about. They were more important
in issue no. 1. Here, they’re just the kids
of crazies.
Problem is, I know crazier, from
both sides of the aisle: actual, living,
breathing conservatives whose reactionary viewpoints would make the hairs
on the back of your neck stand up. I
also know idealistic, radical freethinkers whose wild-eyed cure for the world
could make you swear off trail mix for
life. And thus, what the Fockers and
the Byrneses say and do hardly abashes.
Doubtless, screenwriters John Hamburg and James Herzfeld know that the
sociological polarization angle has worn
thin by the time we get to installment
no. 2. So in a dire attempt to featherbed
the script with the requisite three laughs
a minute, they toss in another angle.
Jack decides to bring his infant grandson, Little Jack, along to the conclave
at the Fockers’s Florida digs. This gives
both families an opportunity to brandish their opinions on childrearing.
Unfortunately, like the main plot,
the subtext turns into a one-joke affair, symbolized for the most part by
a more curious than hilarious contraption Jack invents to satisfy his
stance on breastfeeding. Some of the
Freudian implications bring a giggle
or two. But after a while the running
gag, beaten like the proverbial dead
horse, points up the film’s
devolvement into sitcom insensibilities. The wackiness is too harnessed,
too worked, and too indicative of
sequelitis.
But wait. If you’ve read this far you’re
either on my Mom’s payroll or you’re an
optimist. And assuming it’s the latter,
there’s a dividend to be had. Indeed,
director Roach’s comedy disappoints.
However, there are two performances
here that are so pleasant that they are
practically worthy of your time in and of
themselves. The compliments are intended for Streisand and Hoffman.
Get past the jerry-rigged stereotype,
extract Barbra and Dustin from the
vaudevillian overstatement, and this
is quite a pairing. Exuding a mellowness in their madness, there is comfort
in Streisand’s confidence and whimsy
in Hoffman’s equally certain sweetness. They bend the genders without
breaking them, and leave us wishing
more attention were devoted to them.
In fact, they’re the only reason you’d
want to Meet The Fockers.
*******
Meet the F
ockers
Fockers
ockers, rated PG-13, is a
Universal Pictures release directed by
Jay Roach and stars Ben Stiller, Barbra
Streisand, Dustin Hoffman and Robert
De Niro. Running time: 115 minutes.

