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Subdivision Hearing Focuses
On Stormwater System in SP

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Planning Board will hold a
fourth hearing on a major subdivision
application on Cushing Road at its
next meeting in two weeks.

Representatives for Helltemp LLC,
the applicant, made a detailed presen-
tation on Monday night about a pro-
posed stormwater filtration system
for the site, and also heard board com-
plaints about the
late submissions of its revised plans
and other pertinent documents.  When
the hearing ran past 11 p.m., the board
said residents living near the
proposed development would have an
opportunity to question Helltemp rep-
resentatives at its January 24 meeting.

Helltemp is seeking board approval
to subdivide four adjoining lots “two
facing Terrill Road and two facing
Cushing Road” into seven lots.

Single-family homes are presently
situated on the four lots; Helltemp
proposes to retain the two Terrill
Road homes, raze the two homes on
Cushing Road, create a cul-de-sac
south of Cushing Road and create
five new lots around that cul-de-sac
where five homes would be built.

Concerns have been raised
throughout the hearings, which be-
gan in November, about possible
excessive rainwater runoff from the
development across Cushing Road
into Plainfield.

After a request for more specific
information about its stormwater
drainage control plans, Helltemp last
month presented a revised site plan
calling for an underground deten-
tion system on the two properties
facing Cushing Road.

Board members then asked for in-
formation about the costs of a sys-
tem, which was provided on Mon-
day evening by Adam Sapp, senior
regional manager with Stormwater
Management Inc., a manufacturer of
stormwater management and filtra-
tion systems.

He explained to the board his
company’s products, which he said
would provide the 80 percent filtra-
tion of stormwater runoff that is re-
quired by state regulations issued a
year ago.

Mr. Sapp displayed his company’s
equipment, which involve a series of
keg-sized filters placed in a concrete
vault buried below ground that is con-
nected to catch basins on the street.

Helltemp would pay for mainte-
nance on the system, which will in-
clude the annual cleaning of col-
lected silt from the vault and the
replacement of the filters, for the
first several years after the develop-
ment is completed, according to
Helltemp’s attorney Robert Kraus.

After that period, responsibility

for maintenance would be transferred
to the owners of the five new homes
on the cul-de-sac.

Board members and Board Engi-
neer Thomas Quinn expressed their
frustration that they had not been
provided with a current set of docu-
ments substantiating Helltemp’s
newly presented proposals on the
detention and filtration system.

Board member Harriet Shafran
said it was important for Mr. Quinn
“to have all the information so he
can advise us,” and called Helltemp’s
late submissions “a hindrance” to
the application process.

Maria Sartor, who at the start of
the meeting was elected Board Chair-
woman, said there was a feeling
among the board that the application
itself was “very incomplete.”

Prior to the Cushing Road appli-
cation, the board gave its approval to
a revised lot layout plan submitted
by Terranova Builders LLC, which
will be seeking Board approval for a
major subdivision off Morse Avenue
between Westfield Road and Ascot
Road.

Initial plans showed three lots be-
ing divided into six lots surrounding
a cul-de-sac, with several of the lot
configurations being highly irregu-
lar in shape.

Revised plans were submitted on
Monday that included straighter lot
lines.

Several residents living near the
proposed development raised con-
cerns about stormwater runoff and
potential flooding from any new
building, but Terranova representa-
tives said the development would
include adequate drainage and run-
off control to alleviate any possible
flooding.

The board will hold a separate
hearing on the application for the
subdivision itself at a later date.

County to Install Surveillance
In Parks and Recreation

By PAUL PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH – County officials
announced last week that the
county is looking to install a closed
circuit surveillance system at 17 of
the county’s parks and/or recre-
ational facilities.

“The purpose of this system will
be to provide security for remote
areas and park facilities that are
not under continuous surveillance,”
a statement on the board’s January
6 agenda confirmed.

The freeholders will vote tonight,
Thursday, January 13, on whether
to issue a $92,000 contract to Con-
solidated Construction Manage-
ment Services Corporation of Colts
Neck for the design of the 24-hour
monitoring system.

County Parks and Recreation Di-
rector Charles Sigmund told the
board last week that the new Union
County public safety building un-
der construction in Westfield will
house monitors whereby county
police can watch the county’s parks
and recreational facilities.

He said county police would be
able to monitor suspicious persons
to protect the public, while at the
same time lessening vandalism that
occurs in the parks.

“It’s to protect our investment
and to protect the user public,” said
Mr. Sigmund.

Freeholder Nancy Wood said she
wants the proper language included
in the contract to ensure the instal-
lation of the equipment is com-

pleted properly.
“It’s important that the county

protects itself,” she said.
The Parks and Recreation De-

partment is working with the De-
partment of Public Safety on the
installation of the surveillance sys-
tem.

In other business, the board is
set to hire This Is It! Concept and
Event Production of Hoboken to
plan and produce the county’s
Musicfest at Echo Lake Park pro-
gram on Saturday, September 17,
at a cost of $99,300.

The company also will be the
promoter, at a cost of $77,000, for
the annual Kids Kingdom Travel-
ing Jubilee Tour on Saturday, June
11; Sunday, July 10; Sunday, Au-
gust 7, and Saturday, September 17.

The board also is set to vote on a
$236,405 contract for the purchase
of law books and materials for
county departments.

“That’s a lot of money to spend
on books,” said Freeholder Dan
Sullivan.

County Counsel Robert Barry
said county departments needed to
have updated reference materials.
He said of the total amount,
$20,000 is for his office, but that
the cost to update reference mate-
rials for the Prosecutor’s Office
would be significantly higher. The
reference books also are utilized
by other departments, such as
Runnells Specialized Hospital of
Union County and the Department
of Public Safety.

WF Planning Board OK’s
Mixed-Use on South Avenue

By KIMBERLY BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – The town’s plan-
ning board granted final site approval
to Joseph Buontempo regarding the
development of 728-734 South Av-
enue, West last Thursday night to de-
molish an existing two-and-a-half story
building on each lot and construct a
three-story mixed use building. Six
residential units will be included in
the building.

According to testimony given by
Robert Kraus, Mr. Buontempo’s attor-
ney, the application was first heard by
the board last July and was revised for
the January meeting.

Mr. Kraus noted that the new build-
ing seeking approval was reduced in
size and that the landscaping had been
modified. He noted that the applicant
submitted a whole new application.
The first to testify on behalf of the
project was architect Roger Winkle,
who stated “the size of the project has
been reduced substantially.”

He noted that originally there were
eight residential units (four being two
bedrooms and four as three bedrooms)
planned for the building and that now
there were six. The current plan is for
five two-bedroom units and one three-
bedroom unit.

This, he stated, “reduced the habit-
able area ratio.” He noted that the first
floor of the building was designed as
retail space while the remaining two
would house the apartments.

Also testifying was traffic consult-
ant Andrew Feranda who noted that
the project was short only two parking
spaces. Westfield ordinance requires
28 spaces for the project and 26 are
proposed.

Mr. Feranda did point out, however,
that the parking needed for the building
would peak at different times of the

day. He stated that the retail spaces
would peak a need for parking at 2
p.m., while those who are living in the
building would be using the spaces the
most at 2 a.m., as most people are home
from work and sleeping at this time.

Professional planner Charles Starks
defined all nine variances that the ap-
plicant was seeking relief from and
noted that most of them were minor. He
said that one was even eliminated be-
cause the applicants had scaled down
their project from the original plan.

The variances applied for include
relief from putting in a loading/un-
loading space, two illumination vari-
ances, parking spaces for both the
residential and retail use, a minimum
parking set-back, minimum aisle width
and allowable fence height.

Conditions for the project include no
medical use in the retail space, remov-
ing the fence to put in a natural barrier,
aligning the doors with the roof gables
and being subject to approval of the site
plan review committee. Other condi-
tions require the applicant to use real
stone on the front of the building, install-
ing true divided light in the front of the
building, banking two parking spaces
and subjecting the signage, drainage,
lighting and grading to approval by the
site plan review committee.

Before the start of the Planning Board
meeting, Jay Boyle was reelected as
Chairman and Robert Newell was re-
elected as Vice Chairman.

Russell Finestein was re-appointed
as the Planning Board attorney. Other
members of the Planning Board in-
clude David Hall, William Cariste, Matt
Nilsen, William Ziff, James Foerst,
Anthony Attanasio and Phil Leary.

Mr. Newell was also appointed to the
Historic Preservation Committee.

The next board meeting is scheduled
for Monday, February 7, at 8 p.m.

EMERGENCY ROOM…Robert Wood Johnson University Hospital at Rahway
(RH) tripled the size of its emergency department by adding a new 15,000-square
foot building at a cost of over $8 million. Patients are guaranteed to see a nurse in
15 minutes and a doctor in 30 minutes or the hospital pays the bill. The expanded
space can accommodate 45,000 patients per year. Pictured during the January 9
ribbon cutting, from left to right, are: Lynn Kearney, Director of Ambulatory
Services; Thomas Seeburger, Merck & Co., Inc.; Kirk Tice, RH president &
CEO; G. Allen Geyer, chairman, RH Board of Governors; Stephen Ford,
President of RH Medical & Dental Staff; Dr. Frank Light, Past Chairman, RH
Foundation; Rahway Mayor James Kennedy; Christine Kline, President, RH
Auxiliary; and Arlene Tomchik, Vice President, RH Patient Services.

For more information on our other locations call
1 - 8 7 7 - C H E L S E A

www.chelseaseniorliving.com

STANDARD  WITH  EVERY  SU ITE

DEDICATED ALZHEIMER’S/MEMORY
IMPAIRMENT PROGRAM

At Chelsea Senior Living, personal attention goes well
beyond just lending a helping hand with daily activities.
Warm smiles and friendly greetings are standard fare.
Our staff is dedicated to giving every resident the very
best care and individual support possible. 

Assisted Living at its finest… at a reasonable cost. 
Call us today to schedule your visit.

The Chelsea at Fanwood
295 South Avenue

Fanwood, NJ 07023
9 0 8 - 6 5 4 - 5 2 0 0

Come Home to The Chelsea.

THE ONLY ATTORNEY

INVOLVED IN YOUR CASE

“25 Years of Experience
Settling Significant Injury

 and Accident Cases.”

FRANCIS M. SMITH

Personal Injury. . .
PERSONAL ATTENTION

Call For a
Free Consultation:

2281 South Avenue, Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

908-233-5800

Donate Your Car

Help Can’t Wait
Call: 1-888-999-HELP (4357)

One Call Does It All
Tax Deductible  •  Free Towing

Any Make / Any Model  •  Cars Trucks & Vans

*Some restrictions apply. Advertising supplied by SAS

Westfield / Mountainside Chapter

Serving The Community For 30 Years

JUXTAPOSE GALLERY

58 Elm Street• Westfield
908-232-3278

www.juxtaposegallery.com

Design Consultation &
Creative  Matting

Needlepoint

Shadow  Boxes for
Memorabilia

Box Framing

Mirrors

JUXTAPOSE
GALLERY

Creative Custom
Framing

Westfield Library
Board of Trustees
Meeting Schedule

The Board of Trustees of the
Westfield Memorial Library has an-
nounced its regular public
meeting,schedule for 2005. Meetings
are held in the Program Room of the
Westfield Memorial Library, 550 East
Broad Street at 8 p.m.

This year’s meetings, held on
Thursdays with the exception of the
December 27 meeting which will be
held on Tuesday, are as follows:

January 27; February 24; March
24; April 28; May 26; June 23; Sep-
tember 22; October 27; November
17; December 15, and December 27.

For further information, please call
Joan Thermann at (908) 789-4090,
ext. no. 4118, e-mail
jtherman@wmlnj.org or e-mail Elise
Sherman at wmlpr@wmlnj.org.


