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Town Clerk Bernard Heeney
Dead of Heart Attack at 56
By PAUL PEYTON
and SUZETTE STALKER

www.goleader.com

From the Archives of The Westfield Leader

‘A GOOD THING FOR WESTFIELD’...Westfield Town Clerk Bernard
Heeney, Jr. was remembered by former Mayor Thomas Jardim as “a good
thing for the Town of Westfield.” Mr. Heeney died of a massive heart attack in
New York City on New Year’s Eve. He was 56.

seeking information. A record of all
resolutions and ordinances passed by
the Town Council are maintained in
his office.
In his multi-faceted position, Mr.
Heeney also advertised new ordinances in the newspaper; took the
names and addresses of residents
speaking at council meetings for a
record of the meeting, and swore in
newly-elected council members at the
annual reorganization meetings.
Additionally, the clerk’s office issues a variety of licenses and is the
place where General Election and
school board election results are tallied.
Town Administrator Jim Gildea
called Mr. Heeney’s passing a “big
loss” for the town. He said the clerk
had planned to retire in the summer of
2005 after he reached 30 years of
service in the state’s Public Employ-

ees Retirement System (PERS).
“The one thing about Bernie was
he was so reliable,” said Mr. Gildea,
noting that he just expected him to
walk into his office just like any
other day.
One thing Mr. Gildea specifically remembered about Mr.
Heeney was his constant reminder
to “make sure we do everything
according to Hoyle,” a reference to
Edward Hoyle (1672-1769), the
famed authority on card games and
chess.
Mr. Heeney, he said, wanted the
town to strictly follow regulations
according to the letter of the law.
He was well read, routinely clipping related news stories on municipal government from the four
newspapers he read daily.
Jack Malloy of Clark, who served
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

By PAUL J. PEYTON

ELIZABETH — Newly appointed
Union County Freeholder Chairman
Rick Proctor of Rahway outlined an
ambitious agenda for county government during the board’s January 2
reorganization of the board.
Freeholder Proctor announced five
new initiatives for the board, ranging
from recreation field improvements

to emergency preparedness.
The first initiative follows the construction of the Phil Rizzuto Park in
Elizabeth, a boundless recreational
playground for handicapped children.
Mr. Proctor said the board will offer $500,000 in matching funds to
municipalities to construct boundless playgrounds in their communities.
He added that the county will also

build a new handicapped accessible
playground at the 13-acre Esposito
Farm property in Clark, acquired last
year by the county.
“Boundless playgrounds are de-

By PAUL J. PEYTON

WESTFIELD — Modernizing and
eliminating outdated municipal ordinances, upgrading building codes to
eliminate so-called “McMansions”
and signalization of the intersection
of Central Avenue, Broad Street and
Mountain Avenue are among key
objectives outlined by Mayor Greg
McDermott as he begins his fifth year
as Westfield’s mayor.
Speaking at the Town Council’s
reorganization meeting Tuesday
night, Mayor McDermott said the
town will undertake a “significant recodification process” this year which
will eliminate unnecessary laws from
the town code “such as ones that
address the use of horse and buggies
in the downtown.”
In addition, he said officials will
work to ensure that all town laws are
in compliance with state and federal
statues. Eventually all state laws will
be available on the municipal website.
In terms of over-development with
residential developments, the mayor
said the town will be reviewing existing codes that address maximum
height limits, overall property coverage and floor area ratios.
Regarding “McMansions,” he
promised a “thorough and comprehensive” undertaking on a “zone-byzone basis” to see where the town’s
building codes need to be revised.
“Our goal will not be to inhibit
individual homeowners’ rights to
build new homes or to add on or
renovate existing homes but to encourage a smarter and more consistent approach to residential improvements in order to keep neighborhood
character consistent,” Mayor
McDermott said.
In terms of the parking problems
faced by the town in the wake of the
defeat by voters of plans for parking
garages in town last year, Mayor

munity Emergency Response Teams
or CERTS to provide support to emergency services units in emergencies.
The CERTS will be staffed by retired
doctors and nurses as well as pharma-

Jesus Figure Reported
Stolen From Crèche
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Only a week after
celebrating Christmas services, Saint
Helen’s Roman Catholic Church reported the theft of the Baby Jesus figure
from the crèche in front of the church,
located at 1600 Rahway Avenue.
The Reverend Monsignor William
Harms, Pastor at Saint Helen’s for the
past four and a half years, said parish
staff first noticed the statue had been
stolen Monday morning. They reported the incident to the Westfield
Police Department.
Although the Baby Jesus was worth
$500 in financial terms, Monsignor
Harms said its loss has had an emotional impact on the Saint Helen’s

community. He said he has seen families taking photographs in front of the
crèche.
“It (the Baby Jesus) had a significant emotional impact on them. It has
been a part of their lives for so many
years,” Monsignor Harms said.
The crèche is assembled by a group
of eight volunteers and displayed for
a month between mid-December and
mid-January.
Anyone in the community who
finds the Baby Jesus is asked to return
it to the church.
“We will just consider it the miracle
replacement of the Baby Christ,”
Monsignor Harms said. “I do hope he
(the Baby Jesus) appears again. We
would appreciate it immensely.”

Paul Peyton for The Westfield Leader

CHAIRMAN FOR 2005…Union County Freeholder Rick Proctor is sworn in as
Chairman of the Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders by State Senator
Nicholas Scutari (D-22nd) as Rahway Mayor James Kennedy holds the bible. The
ceremony was held during the Freeholders reorganization meeting on January 2
at the Union County Courthouse.

signed so that children with disabilities can enjoy outdoor recreation
while encouraging children without
disabilities to play side by side,” Freeholder Proctor said.
Feeding off the success of the “Seniors in Motion” program from five
years ago, Freeholder Proctor announced the establishment of the
“Kids in Motion” initiative, a program whereby transportation will be
provided for children who participate
in sports or recreation programs. The
program will be open to all municipalities in the county who wish to
apply for a vehicle.
The board will also offer a halfmillion dollar matching grant program to towns to install new lighting
or improve existing lighting at municipal playing fields.
Noting his experience as the health
officer for several towns in the county,
Freeholder Proctor said the county
will create a county-wide Reserve
Medical Corps that will utilize Com-

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader

MISSING FIGURE...The Westfield Police Department received a report from St.
Helen’s Roman Catholic Church in Westfield regarding the theft of the Baby Jesus
statue from the crèche at the front of the church. The parish staff noticed the figure
was missing Monday morning.

cists, emergency medical technicians
and health profession students.
“These volunteers will provide an
extra layer of emergency preparedness and response, and hopefully provide the nucleus of CERT teams in
their hometowns,” said Freeholder
Proctor.
He noted that the board will begin a
new program through the expansion
of the Trailside Nature and Science
Museum called “Traveling Trailside.”
The mobile ecology laboratory will
travel throughout the county and visit
children who might not otherwise have
access to the museum.
Freeholder Proctor also announced
the “Senior Citizen Home Improvement Program” whereby eligible seniors will be able to receive up to
$5,000 in grants to be used to fix a
roof, upgrade plumbing or electrical
systems, etc.
The county will budget $500,000
for the program through the CommuCONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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McDermott Seeks to Improve Traffic
Patterns, Maximize Parking Spaces

Boundless Playgrounds, Emergency Services
Among New Freeholder Chairman’s Initiatives
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MAYOR MCDERMOTT OUTLINES OBJECTIVES FOR NEW YEAR
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WESTFIELD — Town Clerk
Bernard Heeney, Jr., a pivotal presence in the town’s municipal government for more than a quarter
century, was remembered this week
for his friendly nature and ability to
get things done.
Mr. Heeney, a lifelong Bayonne
resident, died of a massive heart
attack December 31 in New York
City. He was 56.
Former Mayor Bud Boothe said
he always found Mr. Heeney to be
helpful in assisting the mayor and
council on various projects.
“He was always on top of anything you asked him to do,” said
Mr. Boothe, who served as mayor
of Westfield from 1992 through
1996.
“Westfield has lost a hard working and dedicated public servant,”
he added.
Tom Jardim, who served as mayor
from 1997 through 2000, described
Mr. Heeney as “a real fixture”
around the municipal building.
“It was a real shock to me,” said
Mr. Jardim, noting that the two
used to discuss everything from
history and politics to the Vietnam
War, in which Mr. Heeney had
served.
“He was a good thing for the
Town of Westfield,” Mr. Jardim remarked.
Mr. Heeney began his career in
Westfield on April 23, 1979 as Assistant Administrator, and had
served as Town Clerk since January of 1999, when he replaced
former Clerk Joy Vreeland.
He once described his role as
“the keeper of all documents,” since
his office is the place people come
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McDermott said parking fees will be
“dedicated toward improving parking efficiencies through new meters
and pay stations, improved signage,
potential reallocation of existing

and Mountain intersection as well as
at Crossway Place and North Avenue
while enhance existing signals at
South and Central Avenues. The town
will also continue to remove trees,

Paul J. Peyton for The Westfield Leader

PAYING THEIR RESPECTS...Two vans filled with members of the Westfield Town
Council and other officials en route to pay their last respects to Westfield Town Clerk
Bernard Heeney, Jr. departed from the Municipal Building on Tuesday evening to
attend Mr. Heeney’s wake at Levis Funeral Home in Bayonne. An abbreviated
reorganization meeting of the council was held prior to the vans’ departure.

spaces, improved landscaping, repaving and re-striping.”
In an effort to improve traffic flow
and patterns in Westfield, the mayor
said the town will be working with
Union County and state officials to
add signalization to the Central, Broad

bushes and other structure that impede drivers’ visibility at dangerous
intersections.
The town is also continuing to work
with a private contractor to add make
modern turf enhancements to town
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Mayor Says Property
Taxes Are Rising Due
To State, County Rules
By KIMBERLY BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — In his annual address to borough residents
at Tuesday night’s reorganization
meeting, Borough Mayor Robert
Viglianti began by pointing out that
Mountainside’s property taxes were
becoming more difficult and impossible to contain because of mandates from the county, state and
federal governments.
The mayor cited four examples
of these jurisdictions stating, “property taxes are increasing significantly, yet none of it is due to the
local governing bodies.”
The mayor stated that because of
a new state law which mandates a
complete mapping, replacement
and filtering for the storm sewer
system and existing street grates
the burden to the taxpayer will be
$200 per home initially with a $80
increase for subsequent years.
Secondly, the mayor noted that
because of a formula created by the
state in 1935 the mandated increase
for library funding has amounted to
$106,000 in 2004. Mayor Viglianti

the present recycling system, which
was “hastily put together at the eleventh hour by the county,” has cost
the Mountainside taxpayer another
$40 per home.
The mayor explained that last
year when Mountainside had to go
out for bids to comply with the
county’s program there was only
one bidder who imposed a $75,000
increase for the recycling program.
Mayor Viglianti stated that the
other recycling companies who used
to do business with the Borough
had “gone out of business.”
Lastly, the mayor stated because
of a lawsuit instituted by the Littoral Society and the New Jersey
Department of Environmental Protection, the Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority is “faced with having
to do renovations to its facility to
the tune of approximately $200
million.”
The mayor further stated “the
bottom line is, if no aid is given, the
cost to the Mountainside residents
in the next two to three years will be
approximately a $400 to $600 tax
increase per year per household.”

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader

THIRD TIME IS A CHARM...Mountainside Borough Councilman Glen
Mortimer takes the oath for his third term Tuesday night from Municipal
Judge James De Rose as his wife, Joanne, holds the Bible. Mr. Mortimer will
serve as council president this year.

noted that this was not money asked
for by the library, but rather an
increase from this mandated formula, which has risen significantly
due to rising property values.
This, he stated, would result in a
$48 increase per home.
Thirdly, the Mayor stated that

Mayor Viglianti also reported on
its 2004 attempts to ensure that it
receives the full financial benefits
from the dissolution of the former
Union County Regional High
School District.
The Mayor noted that in litigaCONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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Senior/Community Center,
Reverse 9-1-1 Among Goals
Set by Scotch Plains Mayor
By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Elizabeth Correll for The Westfield Leader

NEW JUDGE TAKES OATH…Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr swears in Susan
MacMullen as Fanwood Municipal Judge as her husband, Michael Lapolla, looks on.

Town Clerk Bernard Heeney
Dies of Massive Heart Attack
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

as administrator from 1970 to 1993,
hired Mr. Heeney as his assistant in
1979.
“He was totally thorough in what he
did and he was innovative,” said Mr.
Malloy.
Mr. Malloy commented that he ran
into Mr. Heeney just before the Christmas holiday.
“He looked chipper, happy and looking forward to the new year and the
prospect of retiring,” said Mr. Malloy.
Mr. Malloy noted that Mr. Heeney
was dedicated in his support of Vietnam veterans. A United States Army
veteran himself, he was responsible
for the POW/MIA flag that is flown
from the flagpole in front of the municipal building.
Mayor Gregory McDermott called
Mr. Heeney’s death “a tremendous
loss” for the town.
“Our sympathies go out to his family,” the mayor said.
The mayor noted that Mr. Heeney got
to know the mayor’s father, Frank
McDermott, when the senior Mr.
McDermott was negotiating legal contracts with the City of Bayonne while Mr.
Heeney was employed with that city.
Mayor McDermott said his father
helped Mr. Heeney get the interview
with the Town of Westfield. He said
Mr. Heeney remembered that and had
helped the mayor by submitting news
clips and other relevant information to
the mayor to assist him.
“I will never forget that,” Mayor

McDermott said.
“He was an institution at Town Hall.
It’s just so sad,” he added.
Both of Mr. Heeney’s daughters
work for the Town of Westfield. Mary
Grace Heeney is a full-time employee
in the Westfield Municipal Clerk’s
office while her younger sister, Frances
Heeney, has been a part-time seasonal
employee in the clerk’s office.
Mr. Heeney’s wife, Maryann
Heeney, is employed by the City of
Bayonne.
In addition, Mr. Heeney is survived
by his brother, Thomas Heeney of
Florida, and his sister, Kathleen Murray
of North Carolina.
Funeral services were held yesterday, Wednesday, January 5, at St.
Andrew’s Roman Catholic Church in
Bayonne.

McDermott’s
Objectives
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

fields. In addition the town will undertake major improvements to the
Tamaques Park tennis courts including
adding new lighting and resurfacing.
He said as mayor his goal is that
Westfield remains “a modern New
Jersey community that respects its
past but always keeps its eye firmly
on the future.”

Proctor Outlines Initiatives
At Reorganizational Meeting
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

nity Development Block Grant program. The funds will be allocated as
forgivable loans to seniors providing
they remain on their property for three
or more years.
“I believe this ambitious set of initiatives for 2005 … raises the bar for

the next year,” Freeholder Proctor
said.
Freeholder Alexander Mirabella, a
resident of Fanwood, was appointed
as Vice Chairman of the board. He
served as vice chairman in 2000 and
chairman in 2001.

BOYLE FINANCIAL
ASSOCIATES, LLC
917 Mountain Avenue • Mountainside, NJ

908-232-8977
Boyleassociates@aol.com

INSURANCE • INVESTMENTS
LONG TERM CARE
Insurance products are offered through Signator Insurance Agency Inc., an affiliate
of John Hancock Life Insurance Company, Boston, MA 02117.

HAIRCUT BEACH GIVES CUSTOMERS
A CHANCE TO WIN $10,000
Since opening in October,
2004, HAIRCUT BEACH, the
men’s barber salon located on
Route 22 in Scotch Plains, has
always given its customers a
fun experience while getting a
quality haircut. Starting January
2, 2005, HAIRCUT BEACH will
be giving the public a chance
to win $10,000! Customers of
HAIRCUT BEACH already are
familiar with many of the
benefits offered by HAIRCUT
BEACH, such as the monthly
drawings for sports tickets (this
month features NJ Nets vs.
Cleveland Cavaliers with
LeBron James – next month
Yankees/Red Sox tickets),
complementary video games in
the reception area and sporting
events on television. HAIRCUT
BEACH also offers everything
from traditional haircuts to the
latest trends such as fades,
Brooklyns, and straight razor
shape-ups.
To win $10,000, customers
will receive a scratch card with
25 squares. Under five of the
squares is a picture of a trophyif these five squares are rubbed
off, then the card holder gets
$10,000!! Every card has the

five trophy squares, so every
card is a potential winner!!
“Where else can getting a
haircut get you a chance to win
$10,000?” asks Rich Heller,
owner of HAIRCUT BEACH.
“Of course, besides the extras
we provide, we feel we also give
the best haircuts.” Mellesa
DeStefano, the manager of
HAIRCUT BEACH adds “Our
hair stylists are held to a very
high standard. Each staff
member has many years of
experience, and we consistently
get compliments about our
haircuts.”
In addition to a great haircut,
HAIRCUT BEACH offers
services that are hard to find
elsewhere such as hot lather
barber shaves, and for those
customers who prefer, a straight
razor edge-up at the nape of the
neck. On Mondays, HAIRCUT
BEACH offers the special price
of $8.95 for men’s haircuts and
$7.95 for kids and seniors.
HAIRCUT BEACH is open
seven days a week, and is
located at 1985 Route 22 West
near J & J Billiards, Dunkin
Donuts and McDonald’s in
Scotch Plains.

PAID BULLETIN BOARD

SCOTCH PLAINS — Mayor Martin Marks, sworn in for a second fouryear term as mayor on January 2,
vowed action in 2005 on a range of
issues, including a new senior/community center, possible expansion of
the local open space trust fund, a new
reverse 9-1-1 program, exploration
of new ways to conduct the township’s
spring clean-up and leaf pickup programs, and deer management in the
Ashbrook Reservation.
He also urged residents to become
involved in the Township Council’s
deliberations on the 2005 municipal
budget.
Mayor Marks made his remarks on
Sunday afternoon at the council’s annual reorganization meeting, which
was attended by several dozen people,
including several former township
mayors.
Mayor Marks, who won the
township’s first direct mayoral election in 2000, was re-elected in November along with Councilwoman
Paulette Coronato, who was reelected
to a second term and was also sworn
in on Sunday. Councilwoman Carolyn
Sorge, a member of the council since
2002, was named Deputy Mayor.
Reviewing a list of topics he said
will be “of critical importance to the
township government and the citizens of Scotch Plains.”
The mayor first touched on the
downtown business district and last
year’s unsuccessful efforts to establish a special improvement district
(SID) in an effort to revitalize the
area.
He said last summer’s public hearings on the SID ordinance made it
“evident that there is no clear consensus amongst downtown business and
property owners” on the downtown
situation and “that most are resistant
to investing in themselves as a group
and many are just resistant to change
in general.”
Given the situation, the mayor said
that the question to be asked is: “Is
our Towne Centre a commodity in
which the entire community has a
stake and therefore requires a more
active and aggressive local government, or is the Towne Centre a group
of privately-owned properties and
businesses that ought to be more responsible for their future either individually or collectively?”
Mayor Marks said that while he
believes “the answer lies somewhere
near the middle, the bottom line is
that the financial burden for any collective Towne Centre initiatives
should not rest with residential taxpayers of Scotch Plains, but rather
with those that stand to benefit the
most from any Towne Centre improvements.”
Turning to other matters, Mayor
Marks said consideration should be
given to a November ballot referendum to extend and possibly expand
the life of the township’s open space
trust fund, which was established in
1999 with a 10-year life span.
“It would be my hope that any
additional funds raised would be earmarked for purchase of privatelyowned land to keep them from additional residential development, the
establishment of a passive park at the
former (Terry-Lou) zoo site, in addition to supporting our athletic programs,” Mayor Marks said.
The mayor also said the township
government is evaluating some possible changes to some of the services
“particularly the leaf and bulky waste
pickup programs” that have been offered to residents for years.
New storm water management
regulations “will change the way we
are allowed to dispose of leaves,” he
said. The new guidelines can be interpreted as indicating that leaves may
not be left in the street for longer than

one week prior to collection by a
municipality.
Given the size of Scotch Plains and
the number of roads, “it would be all
but impossible to meet this mandate
with our current leaf collection program and the staff and equipment we
have at our disposal,” the mayor said.
While “it is too early to say that a
mandatory leaf bagging law will need
to be imposed,” he said there will
need to be changes in the way leaves
are collected and disposed of later
this year.
Mayor Marks said the township is
exploring the possibility of entering
into agreement with Westfield to allow township residents to use
Westfield’s conservation cite on Lamberts Mill Road with the purchase of
a permit.
Saying that “we are experiencing
what can be best described as a financial crisis when it comes to our annual bulky waste spring cleanup,” the
mayor also said the council is considering a proposal to revamp that program by instituting a user fee-based
system that would require residents
to purchase an annual permit if they
wanted to dispose of large household
items.
Switching to such a system could
save the township more than $300,000
this year and mean “that those wishing not to participate in the spring
cleanup program in any given year
will not be charged for it through
their property taxes.”
Noting that the council will soon
begin serious discussion of the 2005
municipal budget, a process he termed
“the most important function” of the
council, Mayor Marks said the
council’s deliberations are open to
the public and urged residents to attend, “as an individual or as part of an
ad hoc citizens committee.”
He promised that the council “will
review the budget line item by line
item in order to bring forward the
most cost-effective services that our
residents need and deserve.”
Mayor Marks also said the township government is looking at
Brookside Park on Hetfield Avenue
as a possible site for a new senior/
community center.
Engineering and architectural consultants are evaluating the park for
renovations to the parking lot, athletic fields, playgrounds and a new
indoor facility.
Mayor Marks also addressed the
advent of a reverse 9-1-1 program,
which he said “will allow township
officials to send out a recorded phone
message to some or all of the residents of Scotch Plains in the event of
an emergency,” something he said
“will no doubt offer our community a
heightened sense of security.”
In addition, the mayor said he was
hopeful that Union County officials
will soon be moving forward on a
deer reduction program in and around
the Ashbrook Reservation.
A number of appointments were
also announced at the meeting.
Douglas Hansen was reappointed
as Township Attorney for a sixth year.
Lawrence Woodruff was reappointed
as Assistant Township Attorney.
Michael Blacker was reappointed as
Municipal Prosecutor. Randolph
Brause was reappointed as Public
Defender. Joseph Doyle, Michael
Michalisin and Maria Sartor were reappointed to the township Planning
Board for four-year terms and Councilwoman Coronato was reappointed
for one year. Marc Ginsberg and
Dominick Bratti were appointed as
well for two and one-year terms, respectively.
Mary Thompson and Timothy
Livolsi were appointed to the Zoning
Board of Adjustment for four-year
terms while Sharynn Porter and James
Pate were named for two and oneyear terms, respectively.

OPEN HOUSE…Redeemer Lutheran School in Westfield invites the community
to their Open House on Friday, January 21, at 7 p.m. Patrick Garner, also known
as Thomas Edison, will be presenting an interactive program featuring the life and
inventions of this famous New Jersey inventor for children of all ages. “Van
Gogh’s Cafe” will also be open for lattes and cappuccinos. Tours of the school will
be available, as registration for the 2005-2006 school year has begun for students
in their Early Childhood 3s through Grade 6 classes.

Mayor Says Property Taxes Are
Rising Due to State, County Rules
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

tion, the New Jersey Supreme Court
ruled back in 2001 that all liquid
assets should go to Mountainside and
Garwood split in a 76 percent/24 percent basis.
The ruling also required that the
other four districts, which include
Clark, Berkeley Heights, Kenilworth
and Springfield, repay to
Mountainside and Garwood money
that was previously received.
Following years of further litigation, in which the other districts sought
to limit what would be considered as
liquid assets, the State Board affirmed
to original decision.
The Mayor stated that in April 2004,
Mountainside received a payment of
$438,680. He also stated that it is
anticipated that another $1.5 million
will be paid to the Borough. In addition, the Mayor reported that the Borough is expecting 10 semi-annual
payments from the four districts totaling $574,925.11.
Mayor Viglianti stated that every
six months for the next five years,
payments would be made to
Mountainside with the first two having been received in April and of
October 2004.
He further noted “once the decision of the State is fully implemented,
Mountainside will have received approximately $8.5 million as its full
share of the liquid assets of the former
district.”
Mayor Viglianti also reported on
the halting of the community center
project. He stated that it will not continue until the Borough’s master plan
is updated following lawsuits from
builders trying to implement 160 new
condominiums or apartments on property currently zoned for single-family or non-residential use.
He stated that the judge for the
pending litigation has appointed a
municipal planner to update a master
plan that is fully compliant with the
New Jersey Constitutional obligation
to provide affordable housing.
The Mayor stated that he felt that
under the new master plan he expected that the Borough’s constitutional compliance would be achieved

by the community center project on
the Barnes Tract, located off Mountain Avenue behind the 7-11.
Mayor Viglianti further noted that
the governing body has also directed
Borough Attorney John Post to apply
for an order of protection from the
court, which will be done in early
2005.
The Mayor concluded that when
the planners are finished with the
Master Plan update, the Borough “will
seek more permanent protection from
builder’s suits.” He noted that to date
the fees for defending the zoning and
land use against these builders has
cost the Borough approximately
$50,000.
Mayor Viglianti concluded by stating, “My biggest fear is that
Mountainside will have to relinquish
one of its most suitable locations for
a community center to provide housing for others. We will strive to overcome these outside mandates and
expenses and continue our progress
in improving our community. We will
not let these outside forces diminish
the reasons we all moved to
Mountainside.”
Finally, the Mayor talked about
Mountainside’s four-faced Community Clock. He noted that the clock
project would be done through the
generosity and cooperation with Valley National Bank. He noted hat all
residents would soon be receiving a
letter regarding the clock and soliciting contributions.
At the re-organizational meeting,
Councilmen Glenn Mortimer, who
was also elected the 2005 council
president, was sworn in for a third
term. Also, Werner Schon, who has
already served the Borough for 23
years, was sworn in.
New appointments to the Borough
included Planning Board members
Craig Schwartz and Jeffrey Wass;
Board of Health member, Dr. Richard
Mack; Construction/Public Works/
Zoning Secretary, Brittney Bumpus,
and Public Defender, Kelly Waters.
The next council meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, January 11, at 8
p.m.

Choral Art Society Prepares
Performance on January 15
WESTFIELD – The Choral Art
Society of New Jersey, Inc. will
perform George Frederick Handel’s
Dixit Dominus and John Rutter’s
Birthday Madrigals on Saturday,
January 15, at 8 p.m. at The Presbyterian Church in Westfield, located
on Mountain Avenue at East Broad
Street.
James Little, Musical Director of
the society, will conduct the

evening’s performance. While soloists will include sopranos Ellen
Goff Entriken and Andi Campbell,
alto Luthian Brackett, tenor Steven
Sands and bass Dale Livingston.
The Choral Art Society Orchestra will accompany the chorus.
General admission is $15, with
senior citizen and student tickets at
$10 each. All tickets can be purchased at the door.

WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER
SATURDAY, JANUARY 1
Nina Smith, 19, of North Brunswick
was arrested and charged with hindering apprehension, for allegedly
providing a false name to police after
she was stopped on Central Avenue
for careless driving.
Smith, who also was wanted on an
outstanding $250 contempt of court
warrant from Piscataway, was released on her own recognizance on
the Westfield charge.
A passenger in Smith’s vehicle,
Christopher Andrews, 22, of
Plainfield, was charged with possession of less than 50 grams of sus-

pected marijuana. He also was released on his own recognizance.
Lily Hershkowitz, 18, and Kory
Singhbaba, 18, both of Westfield, were
arrested at the intersection of Palsted
Avenue and Roosevelt Street and
charged with possession of less than
50 grams of suspected marijuana. They
were issued summonses and released.
A 16-year-old female, also from
Westfield, was arrested with them
and charged with possession of less
than 50 grams of suspected marijuana, as well as possession of drug
paraphernalia. She was turned over to
the custody of her father.

Susan Brandt
McCrea, Esq.
If you’re a safe driver, I can help you
save money on your car insurance. Call me today.

(908) 301-0711
Ron Bansky
715 Central Avenue Suite 10
Westfield
RonBansky@Allstate.com
Call for a free quote.
Discount and insurance subject to availability and qualifications. Discount amount may be lower and applies
to most major coverages. Allstate New Jersey Insurance Company, Home Office, Bridgewater, NJ ©2004
Allstate Insurance Company.

Attorney At Law

REAL ESTATE CLOSINGS • FAMILY LAW
DIVORCE • DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
CUSTODY/SUPPORT ISSUES • MEDIATION
24 Prospect Street
Westfield, NJ 07090

908.232.2122

fax: 908.232.4351

THE

SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD

TIMES

timesnj.com
OUR 46TH YEAR – ISSUE NO. 01-2005

Serving
The Township and
The Borough since 1959

USPS 485200
Periodical – Postage Paid at Scotch Plains, N.J.

Thursday, January 6, 2005

Published Every Thursday Since 1959

www.goleader.com

(908) 232-4407
press@goleader.com

SIXTY CENTS

Tax Relief Remains Focus
Of Mahr; New Judge Named
By ELIZABETH CORRELL
Specially Written for The Times

FANWOOD – The borough’s mayor
and council rang in the new year at the
annual reorganization meeting held at
Borough Hall on Sunday.
With a standing room-only crowd,
the governing body handled business,
looked back on 2004, and made com-

ments on what they anticipate coming in 2005 regarding the downtown,
property taxes and recreation improvements. The meeting was shown
on Channel 35.
In her annual speech, Mayor Colleen Mahr stated that she is “proud of
the accomplishments that have been
reached” during her first year in of-

Westfield Town Clerk
Bernard Heeney, 56,
Dead of Heart Attack
By PAUL PEYTON
and SUZETTE STALKER
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD — Town Clerk
Bernard Heeney, Jr., a pivotal presence in the town’s municipal government for more than a quarter
century, was remembered this week
for his friendly nature and ability
to get things done.
Mr. Heeney, a lifelong Bayonne
resident, died of a massive heart
attack December 31 in New York
City. He was 56.
Former Mayor Bud Boothe said
he always found Mr. Heeney to be
helpful in assisting the mayor and
council on various projects.
“He was always on top of anything you asked him to do,” said Mr.
Boothe, who served as mayor of
Westfield from 1992 through 1996.
“Westfield has lost a hard work-

maintained in his office.
In his multi-faceted position, Mr.
Heeney also advertised new ordinances in the newspaper; took the
names and addresses of residents
speaking at council meetings for a
record of the meeting, and swore in
newly-elected council members at
the annual reorganization meetings.
Additionally, the clerk’s office
issues a variety of licenses and is
the place where General Election
and school board election results
are tallied.
Town administrator Jim Gildea
called Mr. Heeney’s passing a “big
loss” for the town. He said the clerk
had planned to retire in the summer
of 2005 after he reached 30 years of
service in the state’s Public Employees Retirement System
(PERS).
“The one thing about Bernie was

From the Archives of The Times

‘A GOOD THING FOR WESTFIELD’...Westfield Town Clerk Bernard
Heeney, Jr. was remembered by former Mayor Thomas Jardim as “a good
thing for the Town of Westfield.” Mr. Heeney died of a massive heart attack
in New York City on New Year’s Eve. He was 56.

ing and dedicated public servant,”
he added.
Tom Jardim, who served as mayor
from 1997 through 2000, described
Mr. Heeney as “a real fixture”
around the municipal building.
“It was a real shock to me,” said
Mr. Jardim, noting that the two used
to discuss everything from history
and politics to the Vietnam War, in
which Mr. Heeney had served.
“He was a good thing for the Town
of Westfield,” Mr. Jardim remarked.
Mr. Heeney began his career in
Westfield on April 23, 1979 as Assistant Administrator, and had
served as Town Clerk since January of 1999, when he replaced
former Clerk Joy Vreeland.
He once described his role as
“the keeper of all documents,” since
his office is the place people come
seeking information. A record of
all resolutions and ordinances
passed by the Town Council are

he was so reliable,” said Mr. Gildea,
noting that he just expected to walk
into his office just like any other day.
One thing Mr. Gildea specifically
remembered about Mr. Heeney was
his constant reminder to “make sure
we do everything according to
Hoyle,” a reference to Edward Hoyle
(1672-1769), the famed authority
on card games and chess.
Mr. Heeney, he said, wanted the
town to strictly follow regulations
according to the letter of the law.
He was well read, routinely clipping related news stories on municipal government from the four
newspapers he read daily.
Jack Malloy of Clark, who served
as administrator from 1970 to 1993,
hired Mr. Heeney as his assistant in
1979.
“He was totally thorough in what he
did and he was innovative,” said Mr.
Malloy.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

fice, especially the extraordinary aid
grant that resulted in “the lowest (municipal) tax increase in six years.”
She had promised this “fierce focus on property tax relief” in her
campaign for office, and said that she
intends to continue to lobby for such
aid in the coming year.
The subject on the mind of every
Fanwood resident these days, second
only to property taxes, is the status of
plans for the redevelopment of the
downtown shopping area.
Mayor Mahr established the Downtown Redevelopment Committee last
year to gather information regarding
the opinions of residents, merchants
and property owners, and report back
to the council, in order that plans for
the downtown area be reflective of
the desires and needs of the public.
Councilman Joseph Higgins, who
acts as the Chairman of the committee, stated, “Public outreach has been
extremely successful. We now anticipate revisions to the existing redevelopment plan very early in 2005, and
hopefully have groundbreaking in the
first half of 2005.”
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Fred Rossi The Times

DEPUTY MAYOR...Councilwoman Carolyn Sorge is sworn in as Deputy Mayor of Scotch Plains last Sunday as her mother,
Phyllis Sorge, holds the Bible and her grandmother, Emily Manzella, provides encouragement. All family members are from
Scotch Plains.

Senior/Community Center and Reverse 9-1-1
Among Initiatives for Mayor Marks in 2005
By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Mayor Martin Marks, sworn in for a second fouryear term as mayor on January 2,
vowed action in 2005 on a range of
issues, including a new senior/community center, possible expansion of
the local open space trust fund, a new
reverse 9-1-1 program, exploration
of new ways to conduct the township’s
spring clean-up and leaf pickup programs, and deer management in the
Ashbrook Reservation.
He also urged residents to become involved in the Township
Council’s deliberations on the 2005
municipal budget.
Mayor Marks made his remarks
on Sunday afternoon at the council’s
annual reorganization meeting,
which was attended by several dozen
people, including several former
township mayors.
Mayor Marks, who won the
township’s first direct mayoral election in 2000, was re-elected in November along with Councilwoman
Paulette Coronato, who was reelected
to a second term and was also sworn
in on Sunday. Councilwoman Carolyn
Sorge, a member of the council since
2002, was named Deputy Mayor.
Reviewing a list of topics he said
will be “of critical importance to the
township government and the citizens of Scotch Plains.”
The mayor first touched on the

downtown business district and last
year’s unsuccessful efforts to establish a special improvement district
(SID) in an effort to revitalize the area.
He said last summer’s public hearings
on the SID ordinance made it “evident
that there is no clear consensus amongst
downtown business and property owners” on the downtown situation and “that
most are resistant to investing in themselves as a group and many are just

Fred Rossi The Times

PLEDGE TO SERVE...Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks is sworn in last
Sunday for his second, four year term as mayor of the township as his wife Lori
and daughter Casey look on. Pictured above, from left to right, are: Scotch Plains
Town Clerk Barbara Riepe, Casey Marks, Lori Marks and Mayor Marks.

NEW JUDGE TAKES OATH…Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr swears in Susan
MacMullen as Fanwood Municipal Judge as her husband, Michael Lapolla, looks on.

vidually or collectively?”
Mayor Marks said that while he
believes “the answer lies somewhere
near the middle, the bottom line is that
the financial burden for any collective
Towne Centre initiatives should not
rest with residential taxpayers of
Scotch Plains, but rather with those
that stand to benefit the most from any
Towne Centre improvements.”
Turning to other matters, Mayor
Marks said consideration should be
given to a November ballot referendum to extend and possibly expand
the life of the township’s open space
trust fund, which was established in
1999 with a 10-year life span.
“It would be my hope that any
additional funds raised would be earmarked for purchase of privatelyowned land to keep them from additional residential development, the
establishment of a passive park at the
former (Terry-Lou) zoo site, in addition to supporting our athletic programs,” Mayor Marks said.
The mayor also said the township
government is evaluating some possible changes to some of the services
“particularly the leaf and bulky waste
pickup programs” that have been offered to residents for years.
New storm water management
regulations “will change the way we
are allowed to dispose of leaves,” he
said. The new guidelines can be interpreted as indicating that leaves may
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Boundless Playgrounds, Emergency Services
Among New Freeholder Chairman’s Initiatives
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Times

ELIZABETH — Newly appointed
Union County Freeholder Chairman
Rick Proctor of Rahway outlined an
ambitious agenda for county government during the board’s January 2
reorganization of the board.
Freeholder Proctor announced five
new initiatives for the board, ranging
from recreation field improvements
to emergency preparedness.
The first initiative follows the construction of the Phil Rizzuto Park in
Elizabeth, a boundless recreational
playground for handicapped children.
Mr. Proctor said the board will offer $500,000 in matching funds to
municipalities to construct boundless playgrounds in their communities.
He added that the county will also
build a new handicapped accessible
playground at the 13-acre Esposito
Farm property in Clark, acquired last
year by the county.
“Boundless playgrounds are designed so that children with disabilities can enjoy outdoor recreation
while encouraging children without
disabilities to play side by side,” Freeholder Proctor said.

Feeding off the success of the “Seniors in Motion” program from five
years ago, Freeholder Proctor announced the establishment of the
“Kids in Motion” initiative, a program whereby transportation will be
provided for children who participate
in sports or recreation programs. The
program will be open to all municipalities in the county who wish to
apply for a vehicle.
The board will also offer a halfmillion matching grant program to
towns to install new lighting or improve existing lighting at municipal
playing fields.
Noting his experience as the health
officer for several towns in the county,
Freeholder Proctor said the county
will create a county-wide Reserve
Medical Corps that will utilize Community Emergency Response Teams
or CERTS to provide support to emergency services units in emergencies.
The CERTS will be staffed by retired
doctors and nurses as well as pharmacists, emergency medical technicians
and health profession students.
“These volunteers will provide an
extra layer of emergency preparedness and response, and hopefully provide the nucleus of CERT teams in

PAGE INDEX
Elizabeth Correll for The Times

resistant to change in general.”
Given the situation, the mayor said
that the question to be asked is: “Is
our Towne Centre a commodity in
which the entire community has a
stake and therefore requires a more
active and aggressive local government, or is the Towne Centre a group
of privately-owned properties and
businesses that ought to be more responsible for their future either indi-
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their hometowns,” said Freeholder
Proctor.
He noted that the board will begin a
new program through the expansion
of the Trailside Nature and Science
Museum called “Traveling Trailside.”
The mobile ecology laboratory will
travel throughout the county and visit

children who might not otherwise have
access to the museum.
Freeholder Proctor also announced
the “Senior Citizen Home Improvement Program” whereby eligible seniors will be able to receive up to
$5,000 in grants to be used to fix a
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Paul Peyton for The Times

CHAIRMAN FOR 2005…Union County Freeholder Rick Proctor is sworn in as
Chairman of the Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders by State Senator
Nicholas Scutari (D-22nd) as Rahway Mayor James Kennedy holds the bible. The
ceremony was held during the Freeholders reorganization meeting on January 2
at the Union County Courthouse.
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Borough Redevelopment
Plan Scaled Down
And Ready for Adoption
By ELIZABETH CORRELL
Specially Written for The Times

Elizabeth Correll for The Times

SPECIAL PRESENTATION...Linda Stender, left, makes a special presentation
to Fanwood Council President Katherine Mitchell and Fanwood Councilman
Joseph Higgins.

Fred Rossi for The Times

SWEARING IN...Dr. Andrew Coronato looks on as his wife, Paulette Coronato,
is sworn in to serve her second term on the Scotch Plains Township Council.

Elizabeth Correll for The Times

TAKING HER OATH...Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr swears in Municipal
Prosecutor Lara Katherine Di Fabrizio during the borough’s reorganizational
meeting.

Town Clerk Bernard Heeney
Dies of Massive Heart Attack
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Mr. Malloy commented that he ran
into Mr. Heeney just before the Christmas holiday.
“He looked chipper, happy and
looking forward to the new year and
the prospect of retiring,” said Mr.
Malloy.
Mr. Malloy noted that Mr. Heeney
was dedicated in his support of Vietnam veterans. A United States Army
veteran himself, he was responsible
for the POW/MIA flag that is flown
from the flagpole in front of the municipal building.
Mayor Gregory McDermott called
Mr. Heeney’s death “a tremendous
loss” for the town.
“Our sympathies go out to his family,” the mayor said.
The mayor noted that Mr. Heeney got
to know the mayor’s father, Frank
McDermott, when the senior Mr.
McDermott was negotiating legal contracts with the City of Bayonne while Mr.
Heeney was employed with that city.
Mayor McDermott said his father
helped Mr. Heeney get the interview

with the Town of Westfield. He said
Mr. Heeney remembered that and had
helped the mayor by submitting news
clips and other relevant information
to the mayor to assist him.
“I will never forget that,” Mayor
McDermott said.
“He was an institution at Town
Hall. It’s just so sad,” he added.
Both of Mr. Heeney’s daughters
work for the Town of Westfield. Mary
Grace Heeney is a full-time employee
in the Westfield Municipal Clerk’s
office while her younger sister, Frances
Heeney, has been a part-time seasonal
employee in the clerk’s office.
Mr. Heeney’s wife, Maryann
Heeney, is employed by the City of
Bayonne.
In addition, Mr. Heeney is survived
by his brother, Thomas Heeney of
Florida, and his sister, Kathleen
Murray of North Carolina.
Funeral services were held yesterday, Wednesday, January 5, at St.
Andrew’s Roman Catholic Church in
Bayonne.

HAIRCUT BEACH GIVES CUSTOMERS
A CHANCE TO WIN $10,000
Since opening in October,
2004, HAIRCUT BEACH, the
men’s barber salon located on
Route 22 in Scotch Plains, has
always given its customers a
fun experience while getting a
quality haircut. Starting January
2, 2005, HAIRCUT BEACH will
be giving the public a chance
to win $10,000! Customers of
HAIRCUT BEACH already are
familiar with many of the
benefits offered by HAIRCUT
BEACH, such as the monthly
drawings for sports tickets (this
month features NJ Nets vs.
Cleveland Cavaliers with
LeBron James – next month
Yankees/Red Sox tickets),
complementary video games in
the reception area and sporting
events on television. HAIRCUT
BEACH also offers everything
from traditional haircuts to the
latest trends such as fades,
Brooklyns, and straight razor
shape-ups.
To win $10,000, customers
will receive a scratch card with
25 squares. Under five of the
squares is a picture of a trophyif these five squares are rubbed
off, then the card holder gets
$10,000!! Every card has the

five trophy squares, so every
card is a potential winner!!
“Where else can getting a
haircut get you a chance to win
$10,000?” asks Rich Heller,
owner of HAIRCUT BEACH.
“Of course, besides the extras
we provide, we feel we also give
the best haircuts.” Mellesa
DeStefano, the manager of
HAIRCUT BEACH adds “Our
hair stylists are held to a very
high standard. Each staff
member has many years of
experience, and we consistently
get compliments about our
haircuts.”
In addition to a great haircut,
HAIRCUT BEACH offers
services that are hard to find
elsewhere such as hot lather
barber shaves, and for those
customers who prefer, a straight
razor edge-up at the nape of the
neck. On Mondays, HAIRCUT
BEACH offers the special price
of $8.95 for men’s haircuts and
$7.95 for kids and seniors.
HAIRCUT BEACH is open
seven days a week, and is
located at 1985 Route 22 West
near J & J Billiards, Dunkin
Donuts and McDonald’s in
Scotch Plains.

PAID BULLETIN BOARD

FANWOOD — Plans are moving forward regarding Fanwood’s
downtown redevelopment area.
Dave Roberts from Schoor De
Palma Inc., the Manalapan-based
consulting firm hired to advise the
borough on the project, made a presentation to the mayor and council
at Tuesday night’s governing body
agenda meeting, providing an update and answering questions.
Residents, property owners and
merchants in the area have long
been divided on what is best for the
downtown. The area was designated
as being in need of redevelopment
several years ago, and a developer,
Landmark Communities, was hired
and gave a proposal to the council.
The ideas outlined in the proposal met with much disapproval
from merchants and property owners, who believed borough officials
were going to invoke eminent domain and take their buildings away
from them. They also felt they were
being kept in the dark about the real
plans for the area.
In their campaign for office in the
fall of 2003, Democrat Mayor Colleen Mahr and her two running
mates, Councilwoman Donna Dolce
and Councilman Jack Molenaar,
made the issue of communication
with the public about redevelopment a priority.
After coming into office, Mayor
Mahr established the Fanwood
Downtown Advisory Committee,
the task of which was to collect
information regarding the opinions
of area residents, property owners
and merchants about the plans for
the downtown area.
The borough also hired Schoor
De Palma to work with the committee and advise the borough.
Three public forums were held
last year, giving interested individuals a chance to speak their minds.
The firm and the committee have
compiled this information, along
with that gained at meetings with
property owners and merchants.
Using this data, changes have
been proposed to the existing plan
for the downtown. Mr. Roberts discussed these changes in his presentation Tuesday night, and answered
questions from the governing body.
During the meetings with property owners, the committee “found
out that some property owners want
to do their own redevelopment, some
want to sell, and there might be
joint ventures between property
owners,” stated Mr. Roberts.
As a result, the biggest change is
that property owners can choose to
redevelop their own properties and
choose their own developer.
This decision was made in response to the overwhelming fear
that was expressed at meetings with
property owners, as well as mer-

chants, that they were going to lose
their properties if the previous plan
was to proceed.
Council members asked what
their options would be if owners
chose to do no improvements.
“The borough always has the option to amend the plan,” answered
Mr. Roberts. If the new plan was
adopted, work would be done on a
“project by project basis,” he added.
Owners would be required to submit their plans to the council for
approval.
Mr. Roberts explained that the
new plan calls for three areas, rather
than the two previously suggested:
a retail area, residential units over
the retail spaces, and purely residential townhouse-type units.
One significant change is the
quantity of residential units proposed. At the public forums, residents had said they were concerned
about the high number of units that
was called for in the Landmark
plan, and its impact on the school
system.
The new plan calls for 35 residential units above new retail stores
that will be built; 16 above the
existing buildings on Martine Avenue, where the owners will have
the choice to add a second story or
tear down and rebuild, and 20
townhouses on the area previously
occupied by Dean Oil, for a total of
71 residential units.
This is in contrast to the Landmark plan, which suggested between 130 and 200 units.
Mr. Roberts explained that the
developer had proposed such a high
quantity because Landmark felt it
had to acquire all the properties,
therefore, the cost of acquisition
would necessitate that many residential units to recoup the cost of
acquisition.
As for the physical look called
for in the new plan, the maximum
overall height of the buildings will
be three stories.
“Even if it is three stories, it will
be required to look like two and a
half stories, using dormers” or other
camouflage, Mr. Roberts said. The
ground floor spaces can only be
retail; however, the second and third
floors could be either residential or
office space.
Many who live in the area have
voiced concerns about how the new
construction would fit in with the
feel of the rest of Fanwood’s architecture. “All buildings would be
required to incorporate the Victorian style of the train station,” stated
Mr. Roberts.
The mayor and council will review the new proposed plan in the
coming week, and will make a decision at next week’s regular council
meeting. If they give the go ahead to
the plan, it will be reviewed by the
Planning Board, and then returned
to the council for adoption.

Tax Relief Remains Focus
Of Mahr; New Judge Named
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Regarding plans for the use of
grants, Mayor Mahr announced that
the borough will be receiving a
$130,000 grant from the state, which
does not require any matching funds,
to perform the “much needed upgrades, field realignment and beautification to La Grande Park.”
Area residents have spoken passionately to the council about their
concerns regarding safety at the park,
as the ball field is currently located
next to the children’s playground,
and parents fear that fly balls could
strike those playing there.
“I expect engineering to commence
immediately so that work can begin
this year,” stated Mayor Mahr.
In addition, the borough will use a
$50,000 grant, provided by Union
County, to improve Forest Road Park’s
field and to construct a long-awaited
kitchen at the senior center.
Mayor Mahr also announced that a
new program will begin this year,
providing swimming and gymnastics
lessons for disabled children. The
borough will work together with
Children’s Specialized Hospital and
the Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA,
located on Martine Avenue, and the
program will be paid for by an $18,000
grant from the state.
The mayor emphasized “the im-

portance of making sure all our children in town have the same recreational opportunities.”
In other business, several oaths of
office were performed at Sunday’s
meeting. Assemblywoman Linda
Stender welcomed back Councilwoman Katherine Mitchell for her
third term, and swore in Councilman
Higgins, who last year filled a vacancy left by Councilman Michael
Brennan.
Assemblywoman Stender, who is
also the Fanwood Democratic Municipal Chairman, thanked the two
Democratic council members for their
work, and presented them with bouquets of flowers.
Councilwoman Mitchell was
elected to continue her position as
Council President. Last fall she covered, as Acting Mayor, for Mayor
Mahr during her maternity leave.
Mayor Mahr administered the oath
of office for Municipal Judge Susan
MacMullen, Municipal Prosecutor
Lara Katherine DiFabrizio, as well as
to members of Fanwood’s fire department and rescue squad.
Meetings of the mayor and council
will continue to be held on the first two
Tuesdays of each month; however they
will now begin at 7:30 p.m., rather
than the previous start time of 8 p.m.

Susan Brandt
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Jesus Figure Reported
Stolen From Crèche
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Only a week after
celebrating Christmas services, Saint
Helen’s Roman Catholic Church reported
the theft of the Baby Jesus figure from the
crèche in front of the church, located at
1600 Rahway Avenue.
The Reverend Monsignor William
Harms, Pastor at Saint Helen’s the past
four and a half years, said parish staff first
noticed the statue had been stolen Monday morning. They reported the incident
to the Westfield Police Department.
Although the Baby Jesus was worth
$500 in financial terms, Monsignor
Harms said its loss has had an emotional
impact on the Saint Helen’s community.

He said he has seen families taking photographs in front of the crèche.
“It (the Baby Jesus) had a significant
emotional impact on them. It has been
a part of their lives for so many years,”
Monsignor Harms said.
The crèche is assembled by a group
of eight volunteers and displayed for a
month between mid-December and
mid-January.
Anyone in the community who finds
the Baby Jesus is asked to return it to the
church.
“We will just consider it the miracle
replacement of the Baby Christ,” Monsignor Harms said. “I do hope he (the
Baby Jesus) appears again. We would
appreciate it immensely.”

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Times

MISSING FIGURE...The Westfield Police Department received a report from St.
Helen’s Roman Catholic Church in Westfield regarding the theft of the Baby Jesus
statue from the crèche at the front of the church. The parish staff noticed the figure
was missing Monday morning.

SP Mayor Marks Details
Initiatives for New Year
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

not be left in the street for longer than one
week prior to collection by a municipality.
Given the size of Scotch Plains and the
number of roads, “it would be all but
impossible to meet this mandate with our
current leaf collection program and the
staff and equipment we have at our disposal,” the mayor said.
While “it is too early to say that a
mandatory leaf bagging law will need to
be imposed,” he said there will need to be
changes in the way leaves are collected
and disposed of later this year.
Mayor Marks said the township is exploring the possibility of entering into
agreement with Westfield to allow township residents to use Westfield’s conservation cite on Lamberts Mill Road with
the purchase of a permit.
Saying that “we are experiencing what
can be best described as a financial crisis
when it comes to our annual bulky waste
spring cleanup,” the mayor also said the
council is considering a proposal to revamp that program by instituting a user
fee-based system that would require residents to purchase an annual permit if they
wanted to dispose of large household
items.
Switching to such a system could save
the township more than $300,000 this
year and mean “that those wishing not to
participate in the spring cleanup program
in any given year will not be charged for
it through their property taxes.”
Noting that the council will soon begin
serious discussion of the 2005 municipal
budget, a process he termed “the most
important function” of the council, Mayor
Marks said the council’s deliberations are
open to the public and urged residents to
attend, “as an individual or as part of an ad
hoc citizens committee.”
He promised that the council “will
review the budget line item by line item in

order to bring forward the most costeffective services that our residents need
and deserve.”
Mayor Marks also said the township
government is looking at Brookside Park
on Hetfield Avenue as a possible site for
a new senior/community center.
Engineering and architectural consultants are evaluating the park for renovations to the parking lot, athletic fields,
playgrounds and a new indoor facility.
Mayor Marks also addressed the advent of a reverse 9-1-1 program, which he
said “will allow township officials to send
out a recorded phone message to some or
all of the residents of Scotch Plains in the
event of an emergency,” something he
said “will no doubt offer our community
a heightened sense of security.”
In addition, the mayor said he was
hopeful that Union County officials will
soon be moving forward on a deer reduction program in and around the Ashbrook
Reservation.
A number of appointments were also
announced at the meeting.
Douglas Hansen was reappointed as
Township Attorney for a sixth year.
Lawrence Woodruff was reappointed as
Assistant Township Attorney. Michael
Blacker was reappointed as Municipal
Prosecutor. Randolph Brause was reappointed as Public Defender. Joseph Doyle,
Michael Michalisin and Maria Sartor were
reappointed to the township Planning
Board for four-year terms and Councilwoman Coronato was reappointed for
one year. Marc Ginsberg and Dominick
Bratti were appointed as well for two- and
one-year terms, respectively.
Mary Thompson and Timothy Livolsi
were appointed to the Zoning Board of
Adjustment for four-year terms while
Sharynn Porter and James Pate were
named for two- and one-year terms, respectively.

Proctor Outlines Initiatives
At Reorganizational Meeting
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

roof, upgrade plumbing or electrical
systems, etc.
The county will budget $500,000
for the program through the Community Development Block Grant program. The funds will be allocated as
forgivable loans to seniors providing
they remain on their property for three

or more years.
“I believe this ambitious set of initiatives for 2005 … raises the bar for
the next year,” Freeholder Proctor said.
FreeholderAlexander Mirabella, a resident of Fanwood, was appointed as Vice
Chairman of the board. He served as vice
chairman in 2000 and chairman in 2001.

Township of Scotch Plains
2005 Hypertension Screening Clinics Schedule
Open to the public, each clinic runs from 10 a.m. to 12 Noon on the
second Tuesday of the month at the Scotch Plains Public Library in the
Community Room. There are no clinics on the months of July, August
and November.
Scheduled Months
January 11; February 8; March 8; April 12; May 10; June 14; September 13; October 11; December 13

BOYLE FINANCIAL
ASSOCIATES, LLC
917 Mountain Avenue • Mountainside, NJ

908-232-8977
Boyleassociates@aol.com

INSURANCE • INVESTMENTS
LONG TERM CARE
Insurance products are offered through Signator Insurance Agency Inc., an affiliate
of John Hancock Life Insurance Company, Boston, MA 02117.
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Freeholders Actions Taken at
Reorganization Meeting

Recreation Department Events
by: Traci Kastner
tkastner@westfieldnj.net
(908) 789-4080
Children’s Yoga: With all of the
stress that our children are faced with
these days, yoga offers them an outlet
and the means of dealing with it appropriately. Children’s Yoga is taught
using age appropriate techniques. The
early spring session will be held for
pre-schoolers in March. Details to
follow. Come to our free trial class on
January 12 at 4 p.m. in the Community Room. Call to sign up.
Golf: Golf class is for ages eight to
14 and held at Oak Ridge Golf Course
in Clark with teaching pro, Bill
McCluney. This popular course will
be given on Tuesdays on the following dates: April 12, 19 and 26, and
May 3. Course times are from 4 to 6
p.m. Fee: $88.
Spring Golf Camp: Join Bill
McCluney for an informative and
hands-on camp for ages eight to 14.
Held the week of April 4. Details to
follow.
Karate: Our karate classes are for
ages five and older, and are held at
Karate N’Motion in Westfield. Classes
are beginning and intermediate level
and are held for 10-week sessions on
Thursdays or Saturdays. Winter dates
will be available.
Night Place: Offered to Westfield
students in grades 6 through 8 on the
following Friday nights from 7:30 to
9:30 p.m. at Edison Intermediate School:
January 21, February 18, April 15 and
May 13. Fee: $3 at the door.
Teen Center: The Teen Center is
open on most Friday evenings during
the school year between the hours of
7 and 11 p.m. for all Westfield High
School Students. (Closed during
Night Place dates). The center features pool tables, ping-pong tables,
air hockey tables, video games, large
TV and VCR with movies, complete
stereo system, vending machines and
more!
Piano: Learn basic piano skills in
reading music and playing melodies

CLASSIFIEDS
Buy & Sell
on the Net

goleader.com

on electronic keyboards from instructors of the NJ Workshop for the Arts.
Classes are located at 361 South Avenue, East. Each 10-week session is
30 minutes in length, and includes six
students per class. Winter session
begins January 10 for second and
third graders. Class times: 4, 4:30 or
5 p.m. Cost: $145.
Total Toning: Let Maureen Kobrin
get you in shape for the holidays!
Classes are held on Mondays and
Thursdays from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. in
the Municipal Building Community
Room. Ten classes are offered per
session, and sessions are continuous.
Late fall session is held from October
21 to November 29. Fee: $65 per session.
Atlantic City Trip to Bally’s: Saturday, February 12, 9 a.m. to 8:30 p.m.
Enjoy a day at the casinos, shopping,
or just sight seeing. Cost: $26 per
person. Bus departs 9 a.m.
Rent: Thursday, March 3, at 8 p.m.
This Tony and Pulitzer Prize-winning Broadway musical features an
energetically eclectic score that accompanies the emotional story of love
and loyalty among struggling artists
in New York’s East Village. Location: State Theatre, New Brunswick.
Cost: $64 per person. Bus departs 7
p.m.
Kodo Drummers: Wednesday,
March 16, at 8 p.m. “If there is such a
thing as perfection in music, Kodo
comes as near to it as any group in the
world,”proclaimed The Boston Globe.
Exploring the limitless possibilities of
the traditional Japanese drum, Kodo is
forging new directions for a vibrant,
living art form. Location: State Theatre. Cost: $60 per person. Bus departs
at 7 p.m.
The Temptations and the Four
Tops: Sunday, March 13 at 7 p.m.
Two of Motown’s best-loved groups
team up for a memorable State Theatre evening. They guarantee a soulstirring stroll down memory lane.
Cost: $65 per person. Bus departs 6
p.m.
Please register for the above programs at: The Westfield Recreation
Department, 425 East Broad Street
For further information, please call
the Westfield Recreation Office at
(908)
789-4080
or
visit
westfieldnj.net/townhall/recreation.

Donate Your Car
Westfield / Mountainside Chapter

Paul Peyton for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FAMILY AFFAIR...Surrogate James S. LaCorte was sworn in for a second term
last Sunday at the county courthouse. He was first elected in 1999 after the death
of former Surrogate Ann Conti. He will serve a five-year term.

Scotch Plains Township
Appointments for 2005
Municipal Positions
Carolyn Sorge, Deputy Mayor; Douglas Hansen, Township Attorney;
Lawrence Woodruff, Assistant Township Attorney; Michael Blacker, Municipal Prosecutor; Randolph Brause, Public Defender.
Planning Board
Michael Michalisin (Class IV), January, 1, 2005-December 31, 2008;
Joseph Doyle (Class IV), January 1, 2005 to December 31, 2008; Paulette
Coronato (Class III) January 1, 2005 to December 31, 2005; Maria Sartor
(Class IV), January 1, 2005 to December 31, 2008; Marc Ginsberg
(Alternate) January 1, 2005 to December 31, 2006; Dominck Bratti
(Alternate) January 1, 2005 to December 31, 2005.
Board of Adjustment
Mary Thompson, January 1, 2005 to Dec. 31, 2008; Timothy Livolsi,
January 1, 2005 to December 31, 2008; Sharynn Porter (Alternate) January
1, 2005 to December 31, 2006; James Pate (Alternate) January 1, 2005 to
December 31, 2005.
Construction Board of Appeals
Bob Roberts (Chairman), January 1, 2005 to December 31, 2005; Bruce
Bond (Vice Chairman) January 1, 2005 to December 31, 2005; Arthur
Coons, January 1, 2005 to December 31, 2008; Pat Bartels, January 1, 2005
to December 31, 2008; Robert Nora, January 1, 2005 to December 31,
2008; Thomas Byrne, January 1, 2005 to December 31, 2008.
Green Brook Flood Control Commission
Theodore Bassman, Jr., January 1, 2005 to December 31, 2005; Harold
Brody, January 1, 2005 to December 31, 2005.
Union County Community Development Committee;
Thomas Douress, January 1, 2005 to December 31, 2005; Joseph Duff
(Alternate) January 1, 2005 to December 31, 2005;
Township Representative to Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority;
Joan Papen, Febuary 1, 2005 to March 1, 2010.

Fanwood Community Police Alliance Meeting
The Fanwood Community Policing Alliance (CPA) will hold its
next monthly meeting on Thursday, January 13, 2005, at 7 p.m.
The meeting will be held at the
Fanwood Community House
(FCH) on the second floor. The
FCH is the historic building on the
north side of the train station in
Fanwood.
Started in 2004, the Fanwood
Police Department organized Community Policing Alliance (CPA).
The CPA invites all residents and
those working in Fanwood to join
the alliance. CPA’s goal is to create

Help Can’t Wait
Call: 1-888-999-HELP (4357)
One Call Does It All

a link between the police and the
community to address a wide array
of topics, including crime prevention, child safety, community issues
and events.
The CPA meets regularly in evenings – dates and times are determined in advance of each meeting.
For more information, contact
Michael Prasad by phone at (908)
247-7211 or by e-mail at
mprasad@aol.com or Police Sergeant
Thomas Jedic by phone at (908) 3225000 ext.151 or by e-mail at
sgtjedic@fanwoodpolice.com. Visit
www.fanwoodcpa.org for details.

www.sg-cpas.com

Tax Deductible • Free Towing
Any Make / Any Model • Cars Trucks & Vans
*Some restrictions apply.

Advertising supplied by SAS

Do You Have To
Go To Court?

For All Your Tax &
Financial Service Needs
Located at
282 South Avenue, Suite 103
Fanwood New Jersey, 07023
Tel: 908-889-9500
Fax: 908-889-9501

1827 East Second Street
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

908-322-7000

E mail: jonbramnick@jonbramnick.com

T O D A Y !

▲ Choose from Over 90 Programs of Study or
English as a Second Language (ESL)
▲ Spring ‘05 Semester begins January 20 (Register until Jan. 25)
▲ Spring ‘05 Late Start classes begin February 3
▲ Flexible class schedules ... days, nights or weekends
▲ Transfer as a Junior to prestigious 4-year colleges or Universities
▲ Still only $73 per credit (Union County residents)
▲ Learn from home with Online Courses or Telecourses

Army Pvt. David A. Crout has graduated from basic combat training at
Fort Knox, Ky.
During the nine-week training period, the trainee received instruction in
drill and ceremony, weapons, rifle
marksmanship and bayonet training,
chemical warfare, field training and
tactical exercises, armed and unarmed
combat, military courtesy, military justice, physical fitness, first aid, and Army
history, traditions, and core values.
Pvt. Crout’s parents are John and
Joan Crout of Cowperthwaite Place in
Westfield.
The private is a 1990 graduate of
Westfield High School.

C O M P A N Y

908-322-6405
Tear-Offs • Re-Roofs
Repairs • Gutters
WEIGHT-LOSS
PHOBIAS
ALCOHOL

BULIMIA
ANXIETY
MARIJUANA

CHRONIC PAIN
PANIC ATTACK
TOBACCO

Medical
Hypnosis
My UCC

Studying at UCC was a great
experience. It prepared me well to
attend Seton Hall University where
I will pursue my B.A.
Monica Kwiatkowska, UCC ‘04

U CAN CHANGE YOUR LIFE
✔

YO

Army Pvt. Crout
Graduates Training

Free Estimates • Fully Insured

Your UCC
For information call 908-709-7518 or
visit us at www.ucc.edu

Union County Open Space, Recreation & Historic Preservation Trust
Fund Public Advisory Committee:
John G. Kulish, Hillside, NJ. George
Jorn, Cranford, NJ, A1 Wolcoff,
Roselle Park, NJ, Ruby Green, Union,
NJ, James Lynch, Rahway, NJ Joseph
Spatola, Scotch Plains, NJ, Mike
Yesenko, Union, NJ, John Malcolm,
Garwood, NJ, Henry Bassman, Summit, NJ effective 1/1/05 to 12/31/07.
19. Appointing following to the Union
County Hospice & Home Health Care
Advisory Board:Audrey Hale, Westfield,
NJ, Thomas LaVeccia, Roselle Park, NJ
& Paula Bistak, Westfield, NJ effective
1/1/05 to 12/31/07.
20. Appointing the following to the
Runnells Specialized Hospital Board
of Managers: Michel Bitritto, Summit, NJ effective 1/1/05 to 12/31/07.
21. Appointing following to Local
Advisory Committee on Alcoholism
& Drug Abuse: Sonja Ash, Scotch
Plains, NJ, Anthony Parenti, Fanwood,
NJ, Wilson Allen, Summit, NJ, Herb
Worthington, Linden, NJ, Reginald
Melvin, Rahway, NJ & Alfred
Hawkins, Cranford, NJ, effective 1/1/
05 to 12/31/07.
22. Appointing the following to the
Advisory Board of the Status of Minorities: Julian Buitrago, Elizabeth,
NJ, Bertha A. Little-Mathews, Union,
NJ & Deborah Bridges, Rahway, NJ
effective 1/1/05 to 12/31/07.
23. Appointing following to the Motion Picture & TVAdvisory Board: George
Castro, Roselle Park, NJ, A1 Parker,
Rahway, NJ & Francesca Rizzo, Rahway,
NJ effective 1/1/05 to 12/31/07.
24. Appointing the following as
Members to the Union County Planning Board: Rosemary McClave, Hillside, NJ effective 1/1/05 to 12/31/07.
25. Appointing following as Members to Industrial Pollution Control Authority: Alexander Mirabella, Fanwood,
NJ effective 1/1/05 to 12/31/10.
26. Appointing the following to the
Commission on the Status of Women
in Union County: Phyllis Mirabella,
Fanwood, NJ, Deborah Bridges,
Rahway, NJ, Renee Thrash, Rahway,
NJ, Karen Fountain, Westfield, NJ,
Judy Mayer, Mountainside, NJ, Karen
McCoy Oliver, Hillside, NJ and Megan
Joyce, Roselle Park, NJ effective 1/1/
05 to 12/31/07.
27. Appointing the following to the
Shade Tree Advisory Board: Nick
Polanen, Rahway, NJ, and Richard
Hagopian, Union, NJ effective 1/1/05
to 12/31/07.

ROOFING

Certified Civil Trial Attorney
Personal Injury Law
BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ
MITTERHOFF
GRABAS & WOODRUFF

1. Don Readlinger of Hale Insurance Brokerage, Cranford, NJ as Insurance Broker of Record to the County
of Union for the year 2005.
2. Contract to Suplee, Clooney, &
Company, Westfield, NJ, to provide
statutory audits of accounts of the
County of Union and its agencies for
the year 2005.
3. Contract to Schenck, Price, Smith
& King, LLP, Morristown, NJ, to provide Special Counsel Services for Labor Negotiations for the year 2005, in
an amount not to exceed $100,000.
4. Contract to Carrubbo, Romankow
& Capece, Westfield, NJ, to provide
Special Counsel Services for Personnel Affairs for the year 2005, in an
amount not to exceed $100,000.
5. Appointing Neil Cohen, Esq.,
Montclair, NJ, as Special Counsel for
the County of Union Planning Board
for a term commencing immediately
and terminating on December 31, 2005,
at an annual salary of $27,500.
6. Appointing the following to the
Senior Citizen & Disabled Resident
Transportation Board: Edward J.
Heaton, Union, NJ and Thelma May
Smith, Elizabeth, NJ effective 1/1/05
to 12/3 1/07.
7. Awarding a contract to Rogut &
McCarthy, PC, Cranford, NJ, to provide
specialized counsel services in connection with the issuance of bonds or notes by
the County of Union for the year 2005.
8. Awarding a contract to Kean University, Union, for computer and management information systems in an
amount not to exceed $60,000.
9. Authorizing payment of postage
to the Postmaster AJS Postal Service
for 2005 in an amount not to exceed
$780,000.
10. Authorizing payment of telecommunications bids for the period of
January 1, 2005 to December 31,2005,
in an amount not to exceed $1,375,000.
11. Awarding a contract to Ruderman
& Glickman, Esqs., Springfield, NJ, to
provide Special Counsel Services for
Personnel Affairs for the year 2005, in
an amount not to exceed $100,000.
12. Designating Freeholder Holmes
as the Union County Delegate to New
Jersey Association of Counties.
13. Designating Freeholder Sullivan
as the Union County Delegate to New
Jersey Transportation Planning Authority and Freeholder Holmes as Alternate.
14. Appointing the following to the
Advisory Council on Aging: Rosemary
Cuccaro, Elizabeth, NJ, Suzanne
Rosenthal, Westfield, NJ, Nancy Beirn,
Edison, NJ & Phyllis Manguseo, Union,
NJ effective 1/1/05 to 12/31/07.
15. Appointing the following to Citizens Insurance Review Board: Chairman Ann C. Lord, Hillside, NJ, Anthony
LaPorta, Westfield, NJ, Joseph Infante,
Linden, NJ & Carlos Alma, Elizabeth,
NJ effective 1/1/05 to 12/31/05.
16. Appointing the following to Public Health Weapons of Mass Destruction Advisory Board: Judwiga M.
Warwas, MD, Plainfield, NJ & Robert
M. Sherr, Westfield, NJ effective 1/1/
05 to 12/31/07.
17. Appointing the following to Cultural and Heritage Advisory Board:
Barbara Jude Brady, Linden, NJ,
Michel Bitritto, Summit, NJ & Robert
Cirasa, Westfield, NJ effective 1/1/05
to 12/31/07.
18. Appointing the following to

DEEGAN

JON M. BRAMNICK

R E G I S T E R

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

For information call 908-709-7518 – or – visit us online at www.ucc.edu

“Last year, I helped more
than 1200 teens and adults
without drugs or side-effects.”
Dr. Ron Glassman, PhD, MPH
Board Certified Registered Insured
Columbia University Affiliated
Private Appointment 908-301-0039
Mountainside, NJ
AMA-approved

www.MedicalHypnosis.info

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION
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by: Allison Halperin
Ahalperin@scotchplainsnj.com
(908) 322-6700 ext. 221
Girls Softball League (3rd-8th
grades), Season runs from April 16 to
June 11.
This is basic instructional league is
based on teaching skills and drills in
a non-competitive format. Teams will
be formed and practices and games
will be played on township ball fields
twice a week. Leagues will depend
upon registration numbers. Parent
volunteers are needed to coach to
umpire. Early registration will be held
from Saturday, January 8 through
Friday, February 4 at a cost of $45.
Regular registration will be held from
Monday, February 7 through Friday,
March 4 at $55.
Senior Aerobics (14 classes), Tuesdays and Thursdays, January 11 to
February 24, Towne House, 10:30 to
11:30 a.m.
This aerobic program incorporates
standing exercise routines with the
use of hand weights (25-pound maximum).
Jazzercise, Mondays, Tuesdays,
Thursdays, 7 to 8 p.m., Scotch Hills
Country Club and Saturdays, 8:30 to
9:30 a.m., Towne House, January 18
to March 8.
This original dance exercise features 60-minute classes offering a
blend of jazz dance and exercise science choreographed to today’s hottest music, including Top 40, jazz,
country, funk and classics. Easy-tofollow choreography includes a gentle
warm-up, 30-minute aerobic workout, muscle toning and strengthening
segments with weights, and a stretch
finale. The fee is $105 per person.
Foxwoods Casino, Connecticut,
Wednesday February 23.
The bus will depart the Scotch
Plains Municipal Building parking
lot at 8 a.m. and return at around 7
p.m. for this trip. Participants will
receive a $25 package upon arrival at
the casino, which includes coins and
coupons. Registration for township
residents will be held through Friday,
February 4. Non-resident registration
will be held from Monday, January
10 through Friday, February 4. The
fee for non-residents is $28.
Franklin Mills Outlet Shopping
Trip, Friday, February 26.
The coach bus will depart from the
Scotch Plains Municipal Building at
8:30 a.m. and travel to the Franklin
Mills Mall where participants will
enjoy a day of shopping at many discount outlet stores with name brands.
The bus will return to the parking lot at
approximately 5 p.m. Registration is
being held through Friday, January 21
at a fee of $18 per person.
Murder Mystery, “Deadly Beloved” at Scotch Hills, Friday March
18. Doors open at 7.
Tickets for this trip must be purchased at the Recreation Department
by Friday, February 18. Tickets are
$45 per person and include a buffet
dinner. Seating is limited for this trip.

FW Squad Is Awarded Grant
Honoring Eileen Ochsner
FANWOOD – Eileen Ochsner of
Fanwood was recently recognized for
her commitment to the Fanwood Rescue Squad, through a $250 PSEG
Dollars for Doers grant that was given
to the squad. Ms. Ochsner is a sales
representative with PSE&G.
PSEG rewards the exemplary
achievements of employee volunteers
and the non-profit organizations they
serve through two programs.
These include “Dollars for Doers,”

which provides up to 200 grants at
$250 each, and “Recognizing Excellence in Volunteerism,” which provides grants of $1,000, $3,000 or
$10,000 to non-profits served by
employee volunteers.
“Though they spend most of their
day working at PSEG, our volunteers
still manage to find the time to contribute to their local communities,”
said Maria Pinho, PSE&G’s Director-Corporate Responsibility.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Leader and The Times

Paul Peyton for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TEN TIMES IN OFFICE...Union County Sheriff Ralph Froehlich is sworn in by
Union County Assignment Judge Walter R. Barisonek for a record tenth term of
three years each in the Elizabeth Courthouse last Sunday.

SP Township Manager
Anticipates State Aid Freeze
By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Scotch
Plains Township Manager Thomas
Atkins hopes to have most of the
2005 township budget recommendations completed and in the hands of
members of the township council by
the end of the month so that intensive
discussions on this year’s spending
plan can be held in February.
At the council’s conference meeting on Tuesday evening, Mr. Atkins
noted that the “wild card” in the budget proposals he is in the process of
assembling is the anticipated level of
state assistance this year.
“A very serious problem we have
with revenue” this year, he told the
council in a memorandum, “rests with
state aid figures.”
After several years of static state
assistance, that aid increased slightly
in 2004, but Mr. Atkins pointed out
that with the state government facing
a multi-billion dollar budget deficit,
it’s unclear what this year’s level of
assistance will be.
Still, he told the council that, given
this year’s gubernatorial and legislative elections, he didn’t think aid
would be cut outright in 2005, so he
will put together a proposed budget
with the assumption that state aid will
be at least at last year’s level. He also
said the township will have no problem staying within the state-mandated
CAP law that restricts local appropriations increases to 3.5 percent.
The council is giving serious consideration to a significant change in
the annual spring clean-up program
by switching to a user fee-based system that would require residents to
purchase an annual permit if they
wanted to dispose of large household
items.
Switching to such a system could
save the township more than $300,000
this year, and Mr. Atkins, noting the
coming budget discussions, said the
Council still has “a few more weeks
to kick this around” before making a
final decision on whether to change
the program this year.
Mr. Atkins plans to meet today
with Union County officials about
the November 2004 deer census in
and around the Ashbrook Reservation and to discuss developing an
application to the state to conduct a
deer reduction program.
The county is also asking affected
municipalities, including Scotch
Plains, to sign the necessary permit
applications to allow the deer reduction program in the Watchung Reservation to take place in the next few
months.
Mayor Martin Marks reiterated
earlier remarks that he would like to
be able to sign two permit applications, one for Watchung and one for

TREE TIPS:

Ice Storms

By: Martin Schmiede, President
Schmiede Tree Expert Company
When the winter scenery is
glazed with ice, it might look like
fairytale landscapes. This frozen
tracery can transfigure into bad
nightmares for our trees. About
once in everyone’s lifetime, real
ice storms - not just snow, sleet
or hail - haunt this area.
Broken tree tops, split
branches, fallen tree trunks and
dangling limbs litter and clutter
our yards and streets. When temperature and moisture conditions
of the atmosphere are in a certain balance, their condensation
and freezing wetness gradually
loads the twigs and branches
with ice. Trees can hold enormous amounts of ice on their
branches before collapsing. The
winds which move the iced-up
branches back and forth usually
tip the scales. When the loads
become too great, branch breakage results and often trees are
ruined beyond repair. Very little
can be done to prevent such damages except by pruning out the
smaller limbs to reduce the ice
loads. If structurally weak
branches and V-crotches are reinforced by cabling (before the
storm) some potential losses can
be avoided.
Trees which are susceptible to

ice damage because of their
slender or brittle branches are
birches, silver maples, red
maples, American elms, Siberian elms, willows and many varieties of evergreens.
Once the storm has wounded
trees, it should be determined
whether the damaged portions
can be filled in or should be removed. The slightly hurt trees
can be repaired by cutting the
broken parts back to solid
crotches. Split crotches can be
made stronger by installation of
rigid or flexible bracing. Barktracing and disinfection often
becomes necessary to keep fungus and insect buildup to minimum levels. Feeding the affected trees is most helpful to
their recovery. A regular maintenance program for two or three
years is recommended for severely battered trees.
In severe cases, trees may
need to be topped by as much as
one quarter, but this work should
be performed by professionals
only. Our research reveals that
topping off a tree may lessen its
life-span by one third, so expert
care is required for this surgery.
If the ice storms uproot trees,
there are several methods how
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Sheriff Froehlich Begins 10th
Term; Freeholders Take Oath

Scotch Plains Recreation
Department Events Calendar

Dining with Dazzle, (Ages7-12),
Wednesday, February 16, 5 to 7 p.m.,
Snuffy’s in Scotch Plains.
Topics will include understanding
the place setting, dinner conversation, setting a proper table, cutting &
chewing food, ordering from the
menu, hosting and serving guests,
and acceptable behavior at the dinner
table. The fee is for the program is
$35 per person.
Maracas, Wednesdays, 9:30 to
10:15 a.m., January 12 to February
23.
This interactive Spanish language
program for children ages 3 to 5 accompanied by a parent or guardian
consists of themed classes aimed at
encouraging children and parents to
explore Spanish. Maracas uses motion, repetition, and music in a comfortable learning environment.
Maracas Aventuras, Tuesdays, 4 to
4:45 p.m. January 11 to February 22.
This new seven-week class, designed for children ages 5 to 7, features the Scholastic Magazine “Let’s
Find Out” in Spanish and offers students a chance to go on a learning
adventure each week. The program
includes stories, poems, and songs.
The fee for all classes is $125 and
space is limited to 10 students per
class.
Karate Skills, January 18 to March 22.
This class is designed to promote
physical development, coordination
and stamina and is geared for youngsters ages 6 to 15. The fee is $50 for
residents and $55 for non-residents.
Bowling (Ages 5-14, beginning
Monday, January 12.
This program will be held on Mondays at 4 p.m. at Linden Lanes Bowling Center on North Stiles Street in
Linden. Children ages 5 to 7 will
bowl in a special bumper division.
This 12-week program consists of
two games, use of rental shoes, lightweight balls and instructional assistance. Bowlers will pay $2 for missed
weeks. The fee is $6 to be paid each
week at the bowling center. Participants must pre-register at the Scotch
Plains Recreation Department in
Room 113 by Friday, January 7.
Bumper Bowling – Pre-K and Kindergarten, beginning Wednesday,
January 12.
Held at Linden Lanes on Wednesdays and 9:30 a.m. or noon. This
program is for children and their
mothers or guardians. Fees are $6 to
be paid at the bowling alley.
Babysitting Training (ages 11-16),
Saturday, February 5 from 9 a.m. to 3
p.m., Towne House.
Topics for this program will include feeding, formula and bottle
preparation, and holding, burping,
playtime activities, diapering and
dressing. Participants will gain first
aid skills, accident management and
prevention as well as handling choking emergencies.
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to straighten and secure them
again. Galvanized seven-strand
cables are used to pull leaning
trees upright if this process will
not break the root systems or
break the trunks. If successful,
pipes are hammered into the
ground and turnbuckles installed
between the cables to take up the
slack.
It is good practice to select
trees for your property that are
not likely to be uprooted or split
apart by ice storms and yet give
you the shade and beauty you
seek in the warm months.
The more durable trees are
sugar maples, hickories, oaks,
walnuts, pepperidges and sweet
gums.
Let’s hope that ice stays in
skating ponds, drinking glasses
and food freezers - but not on our
garden trees!

Ashbrook at the same time.
At its meeting next week, the Scotch
Plains Council is expected to award
bids for the leasing of cellular telephone communications space on the
planned new communications tower
at the south side firehouse.
Three bids were received last
month, with Lin Cellular, a joint effort between AT&T and Cingular,
bidding $42,000, which would ensure its equipment is placed highest
on the new tower. Verizon bid $27,545
and Sprint bid $21,804, making the
total for the three bids just over
$90,000 near the upper end of the
projected range initially anticipated
by township officials. The initial term
for the leases will be 10 years, with
options for two, five-year extensions.
The lease costs will increase 3 percent annually.
Township officials are still examining bids for the actual construction
of the tower, which will replace a 45year-old tower and improve emergency communications within Scotch
Plains. Procomm Systems, the firm
that is building a similar tower in
Fanwood, has submitted the lowest
bid at $484,900 and it is possible that
if all due diligence is completed by
next Tuesday, the council could also
vote to award the construction bid
that evening.

Charity Ticket Sales
The Junior League of ElizabethPlainfield will hold its sixth annual
Literary Luncheon on Friday, April
22, at The Grand Summit Hotel in
Summit, from 10:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.
The Literary Luncheon has sold
out for the past five years. Tickets
are $75 and go on sale to the public
starting February 17.
For more information, call (908)
709-1177 or see www.jlepnj.org.

PAID BULLETIN BOARD

OWEN BRAND
Your Home-Town
MORTGAGE BANKER
ISB MORTGAGE CO., LLC

Residential - Construction
Commercial - Bridge Loans
Local: (908) 789-2730
Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 26
obrand@isbmortgageco.com
Licensed Mortgage Bankers - NJ Dept. of Banking
Equal Housing Lender

SO MANY CHOICES...

WHY NOT CHOOSE THE BEST?
 SAT I & II Preparation
 College Advising
 Test Prep: ASK, GEPA, HSPA,
SSAT, ISEE, PSAT
 Private Tutoring - All Subjects, All
Grades
 Academic Pre-School Support
 Gifted & Talented
 Remedial and Enrichment Classes
 Educational Evaluations
 Birthday Parties
 Girl Scout Badges

Make the
difference in your
child’s education!

Personalized Attention:
4-8 Students Per Class
State-Certified,
Experienced Teachers

New SAT I begins
March 2005
Call us with your
PSAT results. We’ll
analyze them and help
you achieve your
best score!

Voted Best
Tutoring
Company in
Union County

Register Now for Winter!
Programs
for Grades
Pre-K through 12

SCHMIEDE TREE
EXPERT CO., INC.
908-233-TREE

ELIZABETH – In what may be his
last term of office, 74-year-old Ralph
Froehlich of Union took the oath of
office to begin his 10th term as Union
County Sheriff during the county’s
148th reorganization meeting Sunday.
With 28 years on the job, he is the
longest serving sheriff in the state’s
history.
Also sworn into office were County
Surrogate James LaCorte and Freeholders Dan Sullivan, Bette Jane
Kowalski and Adrian Mapp.
Sheriff Froehlich said he will focus
on three specific areas in his new term.
One will be working to keep young
people away from crime and drugs by
encouraging their education and creative talents. Secondly, he vowed to
make the county’s cities and towns
“safe from the specter of terrorism and
other threats to security.”
The Sheriff also pledged to work
towards making a new animal-control
facility in the county a reality.
Sheriff Froehlich, a former Elizabeth police officer, said he believes
that “one should hold elected office in
order to do what is right, not just what
is expected or politically expedient.”
Mr. LaCorte, who replaced the late
Ann Conti when he was elected in
2000, noted his office staff always
deals with families going through the
probate process with respect, compassion, patience and understanding.
Freeholder Sullivan, the veteran of
the freeholder board, took the oath to
begin his fourth, three-year term. A
former member of the Elizabeth

Board of Education, Mr. Sullivan
joined the freeholder board in 1995.
He has served as chairman twice during his tenure.
He called 2004 a transition year for
the board, which saw the resignation
of Freeholders Mary Ruotolo and
Nicholas Scutari, now a State Senator, and the retirement of Freeholder
Lewis Mingo, Jr. after seven years, as
well as the sudden resignation of John
Wohlrab over accusations of domestic violence.
Looking back on his 10 years on
the board, Freeholder Sullivan said,
“I don’t think I’ve done anything better in my life.”
Freeholder Kowalski, a Cranford
resident, was appointed to the board
to replace Mrs. Ruotolo, a Westfield
resident, in September. Ms. Kowalski
was elected to a full term this past
November. An editor and writer, she
is a former Cranford Public Library
Trustee.
Mr. Mapp, of Plainfield, also was
elected in November. He replaces Mr.
Mingo, also of Plainfield. Mr. Mapp
noted that one in four families in the
United States is classified as working
poor. He said many married couples
in Union County have to work two or
three jobs and often have to turn to the
county to provide essential services
to their families.
Freeholder Mapp criticized the federal government for not providing the
county with sufficient funding to upgrade security in the wake of the
September 11 attacks.
Democrats have held all nine seats
for eight consecutive years.

In person, by phone or on our website
424 Central Ave., 2nd Floor Rear
Westfield NJ 07090 908-654-0110

161 Washington Valley Rd., Suite 208
Warren, NJ 07059 732-748-2020

www.TheEnrichmentCenter.com
Resumes accepted from State-Certified Teachers

Page

4

The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

Thursday, January 6, 2005

ABCDICTIONOPQRSTDECEPTIONUVWXYZ

The

The Westfield Leader

Scotch Plains – Fanwood

TIMES

— Established 1890 —

— Established 1959—

The Official Newspaper of the Town of Westfield
Legal Newspaper for Union County, New Jersey

Official Newspaper of the Borough of Fanwood
and the Township of Scotch Plains

Member of:
New Jersey Press Association
National Newspaper Association
Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce
Periodicals – Postage Paid at Westfield, New Jersey

Member of:
New Jersey Press Association • National Newspaper Association
Scotch Plains Business & Professional Association
Fanwood Business & Professional Association
Periodicals – Postage Paid at Scotch Plains, New Jersey

P.O. Box 250 • 251 North Avenue, West
Westfield, N.J. 07091

P. O. Box 368
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076

Tele: (908) 232-4407 • E-mail: editor@goleader.com • Web: www.goleader.com • Fax: (908) 232-0473

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to the offices of the newspapers at
P. O. Box 250, Westfield, New Jersey 07091
Published every Thursday by Watchung Communications, Inc.
Paul Peyton
Horace R. Corbin
Fred K. Lecomte
ASSIGNMENT EDITOR

PUBLISHER

MARKETING DIRECTOR

Suzette F. Stalker

David B. Corbin

Michael L. Bartiromo

COMMUNITY

ASSISTANT PUBLISHER & SPORTS

MARKETING PRODUCTION

Michelle Le Poidevin

Karen M. Hinds

Robert P. Connelly

EDUCATION & ARTS

OFFICE MANAGER

OPERATIONS & LEGALS

Ben Corbin
SERVICES

SUBSCRIPTION PRICE

One-year – $28 • Two-year – $52 • Three-year – $76 • One-year college (September to May) – $20

Bernard A. Heeney, Jr.: A Man
We Were Fortunate to Know
We all are fortunate to know people we like.
Perhaps it may be in business, and not necessarily do
we share Thanksgiving dinner with them and their
family or consult on personal problems.
We may not seek them out on a daily basis, but
when we do, time spent together is always pleasant
and satisfying. This becomes a depending relationship, comfortable in the background with little cognizance or fanfare.
During challenging times, that person always seems
to be there, somehow. Fidelity and depth become
standard in the relationship. For the most part, things
are taken for granted and more acute relationships
seem to occupy the here and now of our thoughts.

So it’s easy to have such a person as part of your life
and little thought is given to it on a day-to-day basis.
It takes outstanding character from such a person for
this to happen.
Mr. Bernard A. Heeney, Jr., Westfield Town Clerk,
died last Friday. Now we, in reflection, remember
what an outstanding person Bernie was – and those
who knew him feel a tremendous loss.
We remember Bernie now and take from this fond
memory a commitment to cherish relationships
with others today and in the future, in the fine
manner he has taught us. And in our relationships of
today, and in the future, a little of Bernie stays with
us all.

Budgets, Expenditures and Taxes;
It’s Time For Corrective Action
Towns and school boards are putting their budgets
together while state aid figures are up in the air
because the State of New Jersey has a budget crunch.
In the past, town and school budgets were balanced
by raising property taxes, not by controlling expenditures. The practice of perpetually raising property
taxes is now under considerable fire in New Jersey.
The taxpayers want change – but the special interests
are massing to keep things as they are.
With New Jersey closer than ever to making significant changes to the state’s antiquated property
tax system, it’s important for the legislature to act
soon so that voters, the ones who actually pay the
taxes, get to decide in November whether a state
constitutional convention should be held next year.
We’ve long felt that the property tax system needs
to be fixed. There is essentially unfettered and free
access to your pocketbook by the many government
entities and special interests. At this time, there is no
way to control them. Elected officials skate from the
controversy, and they are not directly identified as
being responsible.
New Jersey has the dubious distinction of being
the home to the highest property taxes in the country.
The per capita property tax burden in the Garden
State is almost double the national average.
Two weeks ago, the Property Tax Convention Task
Force issued its recommendations to the legislature

and to Acting Governor Richard Codey on proposals
to address the state’s over-reliance on property taxes.
The task force’s report and other information are
available at www.nj.gov/convention.
We echo the feeling of the New Jersey State
League of Municipalities, which called the task
force’s recommendations ‘the most significant step
forward for property tax relief in over 30 years.’ We
also agree with that group that the fight for significant tax relief is far from over.
While it’s expected that Assembly Majority Leader
Joseph Roberts, who has supported property tax
reform, will introduce legislation this month to implement the task force’s recommendations, there are
many forces in Trenton intent on derailing the chances
of a convention in 2006 and the opportunity for
voters this November to consider a referendum on
the matter.
Powerful unions such as the New Jersey Education
Association are already opposing the convention
and the November 2005 ballot referendum. Opponents, instead, favor convening a special legislative
session to address property tax reform, even though
legislators past and present have had the opportunity
to do just that. The legislature has done nothing to
alter the status quo.
It’s a critical moment in the battle. Let your officials
know how you feel so they can act on your behalf.

Letters to the Editor
Through It All, Bernie Heeney
Maintained Wry Sense of Humor
For more than 25 years, including the
last five as town clerk, Bernie Heeney
quietly and effectively served the people
of Westfield. He was the consummate
public servant — fair, accurate, helpful
and respectful — and to the many of us
who got to know Bernie through our
dealings with his office — he was an even
more outstanding person.
He had the rare breadth of skills to
attend at one moment to the seemingly
minor functions of his office — and in the
next, make sense of the otherwise indecipherable maze of federal, state and local
requirements. Most of the work he did for
us as citizens of Westfield was behind the
scenes, and even those duties performed
in the public eye were done modestly —
but it was all done well.

Through it all, he maintained a wry
sense of humor and he never lost perspective on what was truly important. Bernie
was an astute observer, with a keen intellect and for a fortunate few of us — he
would share with us those insights — and
we always were the better for it.
On occasion, he would share his
thoughts to a broader public in a letter to
the Star Ledger and once in the New York
Times. It was usually the best op-ed on the
page. He showed that it was possible to be
thoughtful, persuasive and succinct.
My deepest sympathies go to Bernie’s
wife Maryann and to his daughters and
the rest of his family.
Neil Sullivan
Westfield
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WF Defendant Studies
Parking Ordinance
Prior to Court
I just obtained a copy of the parking
ordinance (Sect. 13-36) for meter parking
in the downtown area in preparation of a
court date on Wednesday. I see that meter
operation is 9 a.m. to 6 p.m., not 9 a.m. to
7 p.m. as the stickers on some of the
meters say, and as they have been enforcing for a couple of years.
Also, state statute requires that no ordinance is effective unless there is a “sign”
with the details of the ordinance. Case
law determined a sticker is a “message” is
not a “sign”. There are no hours of operation on any meters on East Broad Street.
Ray Lord
Westfield

Letters to the Editor
Batboy From 1964 Baseball Team
Lauds Bruce Johnson Article
I read Bruce Johnson’s article in last
week’s edition of The Westfield Leader.
Please note the photograph of the 1964
American Legion Baseball team (page
5), which was runner up in the state tournament in Bridgeton.
They needed one win against Bridgeton
on the final day to win the state championship; then they could move on to the
eastern region finals and then perhaps to
the national finals.
In my 54 years in Westfield, I have
never seen a team with greater pitching,
more timely hitting, greater chemistry
and a bigger heart.
Al Moeller, the coach and former first
Hallmark card salesman for Jeannettes
Gift Shop, who later became Vice President of Hallmark Greeting Cards, was
well-respected by his players. Bill Meyers,
the assistant coach, has a plaque on a rock
at Tamaques park, for his contributions to
Westfield baseball.
The night before the big game with

Bridgeton, the team began to celebrate,
perhaps too soon, because an unfortunate
result of the fun was a cut to the main
pitching finger of Dennis Burke (recently
retired from the Westfield Fire Department). Dennis was untouchable up to this
point of the season with his drop ball that
literally fell off the table.
He was called on in the seventh inning
of the final game after Smitty appeared to
tire with Westfield beginning to lose their
7-1 lead.
Unfortunately, the untouchable drop
ball was not dropping at all due to his
injury, thus allowing Bridgeton to tee off
on a straight pitch.
Even though the game and championship was lost, the memories and total
enjoyment traveling with this team will
last a lifetime, far beyond a priceless
Mastercard moment. Congratulations to
Bruce Johnson.
Neil Kamler
Westfield

Simple Solution on Leaf Law
Is Not to Follow Other Towns
At the beginning of 2005, with the
parking deck fiasco and hundreds of thousands of dollars in studies behind us, we
find ourselves faced with a new opportunity to squander money and effort in the
EPA leaf challenge. Already two comments from our leaders in the last learning
experience demonstrate the steepness of
the learning curve that they evidently
face:
“We will have to study this and look for
loopholes in the law.”
“This requires major study.”
Simple and effective solutions seem to
be ignored if they are not expensive, (i.e.
the choice not to enforce speeding laws
but to build speed humps.)
The EPA established the new guidelines because leaves lay in our streets for
weeks before being washed into our storm
sewers during heavy rainstorms polluting
our streams, rivers and Raritan Bay. When
this happens, the excess fertilizer and
pesticide that we apply to our lawns also
pollute our waterways, and in some cases
our basements.
The simple and cost effective solution
is not to collaborate with other towns and
mimic their decision processes, nor is it to
seek loopholes in the law.
The ecological and cost effective solution is to mulch our leaves with our

lawnmowers and leave the mulched material in place, or instruct our lawn service
providers to do so. The benefits are numerous:
Noise reduction: The blowers probably contribute to the hearing impairment
of our lawn service workers and residents, and our lovely town might just get
quiet again in the fall.
Asthma reduction: The growing problem of asthma in our children is probably
linked to the blasting of leaf mold spores
in the air by blowers.
Fertilizer pollution and cost reduction:
The mulched leaves are full of nutrients
that when returned to the soil will allow
us to reduce the expense and labor of
fertilizing our lawns.
Town cost reduction: The amount of
money spent by the town can be drastically reduced by requiring residents and
their lawn service providers to either
mulch or directly haul their leaves to the
conservation center.
Sure it requires a few more passes with
a capped mower to finely grind the leaves
to mulch, but it’s the best thing that we
can do for the health and nutrition of our
lawns, our hearing, our children with
asthma, and our town budget.
Dr. Robert Harvey
Westfield

‘Who’s Your Daddy’ TV Show
Called a New Low in Reality
Editor’s Note: This letter was sent to
FOX Broadcasting and copied to The
Westfield Leader.
******
As a mother of an adopted child, I am
writing you with outrage at the launch of
your new program entitled “Who’s Your
Daddy” that depicts an adopted woman in
a contest to try to guess which of eight
men is her biological father. If she guesses
correctly, she wins $100,000. If she’s
wrong, the money is awarded to the impostor.
It seems that reality TV, and FOX
Broadcasting in particular, has slumped
to a new low in an attempt to gain viewers.
Thus, I am compelled to write you on
behalf of my entire family and the larger
adoption community, to make you aware
that we find this show reprehensible and
sensationalizing.
Adoption is an intimate and important
process that joins a family in the same
way that biological birth does. For those
who chose to reunite with their biological
parent, this is also an intimate process.
For FOX Broadcasting to depict this process of reunion between an adopted child
and her biological parent in such a manner as found in this show is offensive.
Throwing a cash prize into this mix
while contestants attempt to intentionally
deceive this adopted individual makes
this all the more egregious. While we

Bernie Heeney,
Compassionate Spirit
In Work For Westfield
The group WE CARE wishes to extend
their deepest sympathies to the family
and friends of Bernie Heeney.
Over the past two years, we have gotten to know Bernie through his work as
the Westfield Town Clerk. Whenever WE
CARE asked for information or had questions about town issues and procedures,
Bernie always acted as what he was, a
wealth of knowledge about Westfield.
Bernie always dealt with Westfielders in
a professional, courteous, and respectful
manner.
Bernie modeled his compassionate
spirit in his work of Westfield on a daily
basis. Bernie was an excellent Town Clerk,
an asset to the community, and a friend to
many of us. We will miss his presence,
especially during town council meetings.
WE CARE will always remember him
and his sense of humor with fondness.
WE CARE
(Westfielders Concerned About
Responsible Development)

Rahway Resident
Comments on Memory
Of Bernie Heeney
While I only met the Westfield Clerk a
few times, to obtain a copy of the
township’s Payment of Bills list, I always
admired his carefree look — one that was
a breath of fresh air when in a room of
stuffed shirts.
He obviously could light up a room
with an entrance. I know that he’s going
to be missed.
I will keep my receipt with his signature when I last visited him on December
16 of last year.
Vincent Lehotsky
Rahway

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com
Phone - (908) 232-4407
Mail-PO Box 250, Westfield 07091
PO Box 368, Scotch Plains 07076
For more information, see
www.goleader.com

recognize the appeal of reality television
and understand FOX network’s desire to
offer compelling programming, make no
mistake that such a presentation, even if
made by FOX under the guise of some
sort of social benefit, is insulting to all
members of the adoption community.
As noted by another family in their
email on this subject, we ask that you all
know that all children are a gift from God
and it is our true privilege and such an
incredible honor to be the parents of our
children, be it biological, step, or adopted.
We also ask that FOX Broadcasting
recognize the gift that we all have received through the adoption process and
that you rethink the airing of this show.
In addition, by copy of this email to
friends and family, I am requesting that
you also email FOX with your comments,
that you boycott the show, and that you
pass this along to your friends and family.
Pam Wiaczek
Westfield

DD

TM

Diction Deception
Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of diction?
If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read individual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!
All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.
Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Tew – To hurry or work fussily
2. Loriot – The golden oriole of Europe
3. Poephagous – Grass eating
4. Poikilonymy – The mingling of
names or terms from different systems of
nomenclature
LUCIFUGOUS
1. Vague; hard to understand
2. Translucent
3. Avoiding light; nocturnal
4. Animals that contain a substance in
their blood that combine with enzymes to
produce light
GRIFFE
1. A ditch or a moat
2. A steward
3. In law, a notary or scrivener
4. The child of Negro and mulatto
SCLEROGENOUS
1. Scaly or horny
2. Becoming thick or hard
3. Filmy or sticky
4. Having many legs, such as with
centipedes
THANATOPHIDIA
1. Poisonous snakes
2. An adnormal fixation with death
3. Birds of prey, such as hawks or
falcons
4. Spiders

Community Is Thanked
For Holiday Toy Drive
WESTFIELD – The sales associates in
Weichert Realtors’ Westfield office thank
the community for their outstanding support of the office’s annual holiday toy
drive.
Donations included games, clothing,
stuffed animals and toys from residents
and sales associates. The toys collected
were donated to help brighten the holiday
season for many underprivileged children and families.
In addition, the office sponsored
fundraisers such as a Thanksgiving Feast,
weekly luncheons and 50/50 raffles to
raise money for the cause. These efforts
generated over $3,250, which was used to
buy toys and winter outerwear for the
children in need.
“The holiday season is about giving,”
said Harvey Tekel, branch manager. “All
of the sales associates in our office and
the members of our community worked
hard to collect toys and clothing to put
smiles on the faces of children in our area
who many not otherwise have known the
joy of opening gifts during the holidays.”

Letters to
the Editor
Westfield Lacrosse
Club Pledge Noted
Please note that in the front page article
of December 16 written by Ed Cooney,
the fifth paragraph listing pledges failed
to include the Westfield Lacrosse Club
which definitely pledged (to the Kehler
Stadium Turf Field Renovation).
Rich Werner
Westfield

Town of Westfield
Appointments for 2005
The following appointments were
made on January 4, 2005 for the Town
of Westfield to fill open positions.
Council Committees
Public Safety, Transportation
&Parking Committee: Mark
Ciarrocca, Chairman; Sal Caruana,
Vice Chairman; Andy Skibitsky, and
Jim Foerst.
Finance Policy Committee: Peter
Echausse, Chairman; Larry Goldman,
Vice Chairman; Mark Ciarrocca, and
Rafael Betancourt.
Public Works Committee: JoAnn
Neylan, Chairman; Andy Skibitsky,
Vice Chairman; Peter Echausse, and
Sal Caruana.
Code Review & Town Property
Committee: Jim Foerst, Chairman;
Rafael Betancourt, Vice Chairman;
JoAnn Neylan, and Larry Goldman.
Chamber of Commerce Liaison:
JoAnn Neylan.
Union County League of Municipalities Liaison: Mayor Greg
McDermott.
Planning Board Liaison: James
Foerst.
******
Other Appointments
Planning Board: Matt Nilsen,
December 31, 2008; Phil Leary, December 31, 2008, Dave Hall, Alternate No.1, December 31, 2006; Anthony Attanasio, Alt. No. 2, December 31, 2005; Brian Power (Mayor’s
designee), December 31, 2005; Kenneth Marsh, Town Engineer, December 31, 2005.
Board of Adjustment: Lori Duffy,
December 31, 2008; Dan Clifford,
Alt. No. 1., December 31, 2006.
Special Improvement District:
David Martone, December 31, 2007;
Lee Hale, December 31, 2007; Larry
Goldman (Council Designee), December 31, 2005; Frank Arena
(Mayor’s Designee) December 31,
2005); John Morgan, (Administrator’s
Designee) December 31, 2005.
Employee Appointment: Town
Attorney, Robert Cockren, December 31, 2005; Christine Nugent, Municipal Prosecutor, December 31,
2005; Public Defender, Christopher

Canada, December 31, 2005; Labor
Attorney, Frederick Danser, 3rd; Official Newspapers, The Westfield
Leader and The Star Ledger.
Board of Health: Dr. Jean
Haymond, December 31, 2008, and
Cliff Sheehan, December 31, 2008.
Recreation Commission: James
Marvin, Chairman, December 31,
2005; Jonathan W. Jones, December
31, 2007; Debbie Judd, December 31,
2007; Robert Smith, December 2007;
Jeff O’Connor, Alternate No. 1, December 31, 2007; Councilman Rafael
Betancourt, December 31, 2005.
Historic Preservation Commission: Mark Lynch, December 31,
2006; Diana Edkins, December 31,
2008; John Ryan, December 31, 2006;
Todd Annis, December 31, 2008;
Barbara Burton, December 31, 2006;
Jody Melloan, Alt. No. 2, December
31, 2005.
Board of Architectural Review:
Craig Stock.
Tree Preservation Committee:
Greg Sabat, December 31, 2006, and
George Nelson, December 31, 2007.
Community Development Revenue Sharing Committee: Larry
McDermott, December 31, 2005;
Dani Holder, December 31, 2005;
Cory Mermer, alternate, December
31, 2005.
Solid Waste Advisory Board: Jim
Aiello, delegate, December 31, 2005,
and John Salerno, December 31, 2005.
Union County Transportation
Advisory Board: John Morgan, delegate, December 31, 2005.
Cultural & Heritage Program
Advisory Board: Olga Vargas, delegate, December 31, 2005; Eugenia
Cline, alternate, December 31, 2005.
Air Traffic Advisory Board:
Jerome Feder, delegate, December
31, 2005; Rosemary Millet, December 31, 2005.
Memorial Library Board: Lynn
Kolterjahn, December 31, 2009; Roger
Sullivan, December 31, 2008; Councilman Mark Ciarrocca, (Mayor’s Designee), December 31, 2005.
Local Assistance Board: Patricia
Antonelli, December 31, 2008.
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The Governor's Desk

State Offers Assistance
With Winter Heating Bills
By Richard J. Codey
Acting Governor of New Jersey

Patrick Connor for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MAKING THE ROUNDS...Senator Thomas Kean, Jr. (R-21), Asm. Jon Bramnick
(R-21) and Eric Munoz (R-21) are spotted in Garwood last Sunday in support of
the borough’s 2005 municipal reorganization meeting.

Rep. Ferguson Sworn into
Third Term in House
WASHINGTON – Congressman
Mike Ferguson of the Seventh Congressional District said Tuesday that
Congress will focus on homeland
security and economic growth this
year.
Flanked by his wife Maureen and
their children, Rep. Mike Ferguson,
R-N.J., was sworn in Tuesday to serve
his third term in the House. He said
that Congress will focus on bolstering homeland security and boosting
the U.S. economy. In addition, Mr.
Ferguson said Congress will focus on
a comprehensive energy policy and
legislation that will target billions of
dollars for transportation improve-

ments.
“I’m hopeful that Congress works
together in a bipartisan way to address the important issues facing our
country, including winning the war
on terror, protecting our families and
boosting the economy by reducing
Americans’ tax burden,” Ferguson
said.
First elected to Congress in 2000,
Rep. Ferguson was re-elected last
November in New Jersey’s 7th District, which includes portions of
Hunterdon, Middlesex, Somerset and
Union counties. Rep. Ferguson serves
on the House Energy and Commerce
Committee.

Lauren S. Pass for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WELCOMING COMMITTEE…Alphorn players from the New Jersey Workshop for the Arts played outside the new Commerce Bank branch on North
Avenue in Westfield to welcome them to town.

January Events Set at the
Westfield Memorial Library
WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Memorial Library will be closed on
Monday, January 17, in observance
of Martin Luther King Day.
The following programs will be
held during the week of January 17:
Film: Beijing Bicycle
On Tuesday, January 18, the film
Beijing Bicycle will be shown at 7
p.m. This film is a tale of a young man
from the country who works at a
bicycle delivery service in the hopes
of earning enough money to purchase
the bicycle. But his bicycle is stolen,
and the young man is fired. He tracks
down the young man who stole it and
a fight between the two men over the
bicycle’s ownership ensues. (Mandarin language, 113 minutes; rated R).
The Jolson Story
On Friday, January 21, at 1:30 p.m.,
come watch the classic film, The
Jolson Story, starring Larry Parks.
Light refreshments will be served.
Mother Goose Lapsit
On Tuesday and Wednesday, January 18 and 19, from 9:45 to 10:05,
children age 10 to 23 months and
their parents or caregivers are invited
to share time together as they are
exposed to language, books and playful activities. Attendance is limited
to 10 children, so please arrive early
and sign in immediately at the
Children’s Desk. Older siblings will

not be permitted due to the size limitations of the room. Children must be
Westfield Library cardholders to participate.
Movies and Munchies
On Thursday, January 20, children
in grades kindergarten and up are
invited to the library for “Movies and
Munchies”. Warm up and wind down
after a tough day at school with film
versions of some favorite picture
books and popcorn. This program
will be held from 3:45 to 4:45 p.m.
Mammal Mania
On Saturday, January 22, children
ages 4 and up are invited to the library
for “Mammal Mania” at 10 a.m. Bill
Boesenberg will speak about some of
our closest companions and other
mammals that are very strange indeed. He will bring several furry
friends along for children to enjoy.
Registration begins January 8 at the
Children’s Desk. Children must have
a valid Westfield Memorial Library
card to attend; adults will not be permitted to attend.
The Westfield Memorial Library
strives to provide an environment that
promotes a love of reading and ensures free access to ideas and information. For more information, call (908)
789-4090, visit the website at
www.wmlnj.org or stop by the library
for a copy of the quarterly newsletter.

If the cost of heating during the
cold winter months is a hardship, you
may be eligible for assistance from
the State of New Jersey. We offer
several financial assistance programs
and other helpful services for those
who have difficulty paying their heating bills.
As Acting Governor, I believe it is
essential that we provide these valuable programs for New Jerseyans in
need. No one should have to choose
between food, medicine and heat.
Funded through state, federal and
private dollars, our programs offer
financial grants and credits to lowincome residents, seniors on fixed
incomes and those in temporary financial crisis. They include:
LIFELINE - The New Jersey Lifeline Credit Program is a state-funded
program that provides a $225 yearly
credit to qualifying electric and natural gas customers. Lifeline is open to
individuals 65 or older and disabled
residents 18 or older who receive
Social Security disability benefits.
To qualify, residents must have annual income limits below $20,437 if
single, and $25,058 if married. Call
(800)
792-9745
or
visit
w w w. s t a t e . n j . u s / h e a l t h /
seniorbenefits/paadapp.htm#lifeline.
LIHEAP - The Low Income Home
Energy Assistance Program is a federally funded program that provides
low-income households, including
renters, with assistance in paying heating bills. Call (800) 510-3102 or visit
www.energyassistance.nj.gov.
UNIVERSAL SERVICE FUND The NJ USF is a program to help lowincome households pay for electric
and natural gas service. The New
Jersey Department of Human Services administers the fund. Call (800)
510-3102
or
visit
www.energyassistance.nj.gov.
NJ SHARES - The New Jersey
Statewide Heating Assistance and
Referral for Energy Services is a pri-

vate, non-profit corporation, which
provides assistance through a statewide, year-round independent energy
fund. NJ SHARES provides a onetime grant for those who are experiencing a major financial setback, such
as a job loss or medical crisis. Call
(866)
657-4273
or
visit
www.njshares.org.
WINTER TERMINATION PROGRAM - The state’s Winter Termination Program prevents a regulated
electric or gas utility from discontinuing service for eligible residents
during the heating season, which runs
from November 15 to March 15. Call
(800) 624-0241.
WEATHERIZATION ASSISTANCE PROGRAM - The Weatherization Assistance Program is a federal/state grant program, which provides weatherization services to reduce heating costs for eligible
homeowners and renters. Call (800)
510-3102.
In addition, customers with a large
balance on their utility bill can call
their utility and negotiate a long-term
payment plan. Utilities are required
by state law to allow customers this
option at least once.
Taking advantage of budget billing
is another option. Budget billing allows a customer to spread out the
yearly utility costs through equal
monthly payments. Under this plan,
customers pay the same amount each
month, instead of paying higher bills
during peak usage times.
If you or someone you know is
facing financial difficulties this winter season, I urge you to take advantage of our assistance programs or
contact your utility for help. The
New Jersey Board of Public Utilities
and the State Division of the Ratepayer Advocate also are available
for help.
By working together, we can help
ensure that those most in need share
in the joys of wintertime.

Moms to Receive Information
Regarding Tax Deductions
WESTFIELD — During its Wednesday, January 19, meeting, the Union
County Chapter of Mothers & More
will host Jennifer Mooney, an accountant and mother of two, who will discuss how to identify and make the most
of one’s available tax deductions.
The meeting is open to the public
and will be held at 7:30 p.m. at the
Westfield Area “Y,” located at 220
Clark Street in Westfield.
Mothers & More is a national, nonprofit organization that champions
the value and necessity of all moth-

ers’ work to society, both paid and
unpaid, within and outside of the
home. The local chapter offers momand-tot outings, moms’ nights out,
playgroups and craft groups, among
other activities.
The Union County Chapter meets
on the first and third Wednesdays of
each month at 7:30 p.m. at the
Westfield Area “Y.” For more information, please call K.C. at (908) 7898626 or Kim at (908) 889-2286 or
visit
www.geocities.com/
mothersandmore10.

A

Art
Ammermuller

• Life Insurance
• Disability Insurance
• Long Term Care
• Employee Benefits

“Helping People”

908.233.0920

TAKE THE
HOME TOWN
ADVANTAGE!

Open a Blue Devil CD and We’ll Add 1.00%

M ARIO C. G URRIERI , E SQ .
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI, HEWIT & PALATUCCI
340 North Avenue

TB

Cranford, New Jersey 07016

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?
Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

3.13

%
APY

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,
child support, division of assets, palimony,
premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,
restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to

Available Terms: 6 Months to 5 years

changed financial circumstances, residence
removal from New Jersey, visitation

supersearch

Minimum to open $5,000

modifications and transfers of custody.

32 years of continuous practice in Family Law
Union County Early Settlement Arbitration
Panelist 25 years

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Now you can order "A Year On Disc", complete pdf files of the
Accredited Mediator
newspaper archives on CD-ROM, filled with useful information
Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,
and exciting extras! Order your copies today!
Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

Please contact cd@goleader.com
Information:
or callFor
us More
at (908)
232-4407
Visit our website
at www.goleader.com
908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net

520 South Avenue
44 Elm Street
Westfield, NJ 07090
Westfield, NJ 07090
908.301.0800
908.518.9333
www.townbank.com
APY (Annual Percentage Yield) is variable and based upon the prior four-week
average of the 91-day U.S. Treasury Bill discount rate plus 1.00%. Minimum interest rate
is 1.50%. The current 91-day US Treasury Bill is 2.13%, resulting in an APY of 3.13%.
The APY assumes interest will remain on deposit. A withdrawal will reduce your APY.
This offer may be withdrawn without further notice. There is a substantial penalty for
early withdrawal.

I N S U R E D

CHAMPIONSHIP MEMORIES...The 1964 Westfield American Legion baseball
team poses for the playoffs. See letter on page 4. Pictured above, from left to right,
are: Top Row: Al Moeller, Greg Chlan, (not identified), Ken Brix, Jeff Bauer, Jeff
Cain, Bill Meyers and Dave Goodwin; Middle Row: Bob Schramm, Jim Smith
(Smitty), Dennis Burke and Joe Widmer; Bottom Row: Bill Meyers Jr., Roger
Doyle, Neil Kamler (batboy), Ed Thorne and Fran Scalessa.

Clark Parents Plead Guilty to
Elderly Neglect, Child Cruelty
ELIZABETH — The parents of a
13-year-old foster child who made her
the primary caregiver of a man who lay
dead and rotting upstairs in their Clark
home pled guilty to charges of elderly
neglect and child cruelty in an Elizabeth courtroom Tuesday, January 4.
Union County Prosecutor Theodore
J. Romankow said the plea ends any
doubts as to what happened to Nicola
Lombardi, whose decomposed corpse
was discovered nearly mummified in
the August heat inside the upstairs
living room of the split level house he
owned in a residential section of the
township back in 2003.
“The case serves as a grim reminder
of the need to provide proper care for
our elderly,” said Mr. Romankow.
“There is also a price to pay for what
they did to this young girl by making
her care for him under such horrible
conditions.”
Under questioning from Assistant
Prosecutor Ann Luvera, supervisor
of the Special Prosecutions Unit,
Kenneth Keaveney and his 47-yearold wife, Donna, both admitted that
her father was ignored for weeks in
putrid conditions before he was found
on the floor of a room littered with
flies, maggots and dog feces.
Clark police responding to calls

about a foul odor that had saturated
the neighborhood found the 82-yearold man in an advanced state of decomposition. An autopsy determined
that Lombardi had been dead for several weeks in the room where the girl
was sent every day with food, said
Police Chief Anton Danco.
Superior Court Judge Scott J.
Moynihan, in accepting the pleas,
said while the couple may not be
facing state prison for the third and
fourth degree convictions, they could
be ordered to pay fines, attend counseling, perform community service,
and serve time in the Union County
jail as a condition of probation when
they are sentenced on March 23.
The 13-year-old girl and two other
foster children, ages 11 and 4, were
removed from the house immediately
after the body was found August 28
by the state Division of Youth and
Family Services.
Neighbors said the odor of death
was overpowering and veteran police
officers said they were overcome by
the stench even before they got inside
the home.
A follow-up investigation by Detective Sergeant Edward Koenig of
the Prosecutor’s Office led to the
charges last year, Mr. Romankow said.

Westfield Memorial Library: January 2005 Events
Adult Programs
January 4 at 7:00 PM
January 7 at 1:30 PM
January 11 at 7:00 PM
January 14 at 1:30 PM
January 18 at 7:00 PM
January 21 at 1:30 PM
January 25 at 7:00 PM
January 28 at 1:30 PM

Film: Central Station
TGIF: Frank Sinatra, His Life in Song
Film: Bloody Sunday
TGIF: Normal Rockwell
Film: Beijing Bicycle
TGIF: The Jolson Story
Film: Man on the Train
TGIF: Do You Remember Vaudeville? Pt II

Children’s Programs
January 18 at 9:45 AM
January 20 at 3:45 PM
January 22 at 10:00 AM
January 24 at 1:30 PM
January 25 at 10:30 AM
January 26 at 10:30 AM
January 28 at 10:30 AM
January 31 at 10:30 AM

Lapsit
Movies and Munchies
Mammal Mania
Time for Tales
Little Listeners
Little Listeners
Little Listeners
Time for Tales

All programs free to Westfield Memorial Library cardholders;
pre-registration or age restrictions may apply to children’s programs.
Please call the Library for further information.
550 East Broad Street y Westfield, NJ 07090 y 908-789-4090

www.wmlnj.org
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Miller-Cory to Spotlight
Legend of La Befana
WESTFIELD – On Sunday, January 9, the Miller-Cory House Museum will present the Legend of La
Befana, the children’s fable about the
“Good Italian Christmas Witch,” between 2 and 4 p.m. The museum is
located at 614 Mountain Avenue in
Westfield.
According to legend, La Befana
arrives each year on Epiphany Eve –
the 12th night of Christmas – searching for the Christ Child. Magically
flying from house to house aboard
her faithful broomstick, “Saggina,”
she rewards well-behaved children
with small gifts and leaves coal and
stones for the naughty ones.
Museum volunteers Vera Lough
and Patricia D’Angelo of Westfield,
John Mills of Fanwood, and Marissa,
Rosella and Carmelo Morabito of
Colts Neck will perform a skit bringing the Legend of La Befana to life.
Costumed docents will give guided
tours of the 1740 farmhouse. The last
tour will begin at 3:30 p.m. Visitors
also are invited to stop by the
museum’s gift shop, which features a
variety of cookbooks, reading materials, Early American reproductions

SCOTCH PLAINS — Retired
teacher and world traveler Audrey
Boice will present slides from Norway during the Tuesday, January 11
meeting of the 12 O’Clock Club.
The club will meet at noon for
lunch and the program at the Willow Grove Presbyterian Church,
located at 1961 Raritan Road in
Scotch Plains. The cost of the luncheon is $4.
Interested individuals are asked to
make their reservations by Sunday,
January 9. For reservations or if transportation is needed, please call Barbara Couphos at (908) 322-7892.

from 10 a.m. to noon. Attendees will
explore the topic “Christianity: Boring, Untrue and Irrelevant?”
Group discussions will be led and
facilitated by two church member
volunteers. The format both days
will be identical; however, the discussion will vary based on what each
participant brings to the table. There
will be light snacks, coffee and tea,
followed by a video and small group
discussion.
Future topics will include: “What
happens when we die?,” “How do we
deal with guilt?” and “How can I
make the most of the rest of my life?”
The groups will continue for 10
weeks through March 16 and 17.
Both groups will be limited to 10
people each. To reserve a space,
please call the church office at (908)
232-5678.
Those wishing to attend but who
require babysitting are asked to call
and the church will do its best to
accommodate them. For more information about the program, individuals should leave their name and telephone number and someone will call
them back.

JUXTAPOSE
GALLERY

SCHMIEDE
CH IEDE
M

Club to View Slides
Featuring Norway

TREE EXPERT CO.

• Trimming
• Repairs
• Removal

Creative Custom
Framing
Design Consultation &
Creative Matting
Needlepoint
Box Framing
Shadow Boxes for
Memorabilia
Mirrors

Serving The Community For 30 Years

JUXTAPOSE GALLERY
58 Elm Street• Westfield

908-232-3278
www.juxtaposegallery.com

Modern Equipment
State Certified
Immediate Service
Insured For Your Protection

908-233-TREE
908-233-8733
Celebrating our 50th year
in the Tree Business

DID YOU KNOW . . .
Weed killers don’t know the
difference between a Dandelion
and a Dogwood tree.

Dorson Baby Care, Inc.
Would you like time, rest and comfort after the birth of your
baby? Dorson Baby Care will give you the attention and care
that you and your baby deserve!
We Prov
Provide:
e:

x

Live-in, Live-out, full and part time baby
s & na
nann
nnies
nurses

x

Baby and family support just after childbirth

Accredited by the NJ
Commission on Accreditation
for Home Care, Inc.

Expectant Moms: Call now to reserve your baby nurse

(973) 672-7691 (732) 376-0003
www.dorsonhomecare.com

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”
Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer

FAMIL
YL
AW
MILY
LA
· Divorce · Domestic Violence
· Custody · Child Support
· DW
I · Criminal Defense
DWI
· Busine
ss Dispute
s · Commer
cial Litig
ation
Busines
Disputes
Commercial
Litiga
Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

(908) 232-8787
24 Hours · 53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
rjk722@aol.com

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Memorial Library, located at 550 East
Broad Street, will host two adult programs during the week of Monday,
January 10.
Westfield library cardholders are
invited to a screening of the British
film Bloody Sunday on Tuesday, January 11, at 7 p.m. It recounts the tragedy that occurred in Ireland on January 30, 1972, when the British military opened fire on unarmed protestors during a civil rights march. The
film is rated R and is 107 minutes in

Library Teens Reveal
Date For Game Night

Willow Grove to Kick Off
ALPHA Series Next Week
SCOTCH PLAINS – Next week,
the Willow Grove Presbyterian
Church, located at 1961 Raritan Road
in Scotch Plains, will launch a series
of discussions called ALPHA. All are
invited to attend, regardless of their
viewpoints and backgrounds.
The first sessions will be held on
Wednesday, January 12, from 7:15 to
9:15 p.m., and Thursday, January 13,

Westfield Library to Offer
Adult Programs Next Week

and crafts.
Admission to the museum is $2 for
adults, 50 cents for students and free
for children under age six.
On Sunday, January 23, the museum will present “Wake up, Mr.
Groundhog!…Do All Animals Hibernate?” This program is described
as ideal for young children.
For information about the
museum’s upcoming events or many
volunteer opportunities, please call
the museum office at (908) 232-1776.

FANWOOD – The Teen Group of
the Fanwood Memorial Library will
host a Games Night on Tuesday, January 25, from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. in the
library’s Fanwood Room.
Participants will compete for prizes
while playing favorite games. Prizes
will be awarded to the winners and
refreshments will be served.
The library is located at North Avenue and Tillotson Road. For more
information, please call Nancy at
(908) 322-6400.

richardjkaplow.com
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length.
“TGIF: Norman Rockwell and His
America” will be presented Friday,
January 14, at 1:30 p.m. The program
will include a discussion of the life
and works of the artist who captured
the heart and spirit of everyday life in
America. Light refreshments will be
served. All are invited to attend.
For more information on these programs, please call (908) 789-4090,
visit www.wmlnj.org or stop by the
library for a copy of its quarterly
newsletter.

Libraries Offer Residents
Access to JerseyClicks Site
Ryan Riel and Miss Elizabeth Fulmer

Miss Elizabeth Fulmer
To Marry Ryan Riel
Richard Fulmer of Manhattan,
N.Y. and Ms. Carol Fulmer of
Westfield have announced the engagement of their daughter, Miss
Elizabeth Fulmer, to Ryan Riel. He
is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Charles
Riel of Mount Airy, Md.
A 1996 graduate of Westfield High
School, the bride-elect was awarded
a Bachelor of Arts degree in Communications from West Virginia University in May of 2000. During her undergraduate studies, she was a member of Sigma Kappa sorority.
Miss Fulmer currently resides in

Bethesda, Md. and is employed as an
Account Manager with Columbia
MedCom Group, a pharmaceutical
marketing agency in Columbia, Md.
Her fiancé is a 1996 graduate of
Glenelg High School in Glenelg, Md.
In December of 2000, he graduated
from West Virginia University with a
Bachelor of Arts degree in Economics. Mr. Riel is employed as a Vice
President of Commercial Real Estate
Lending for Eagle Bank in Bethesda,
where he also resides.
A wedding is planned for September of this year in Westfield.

Aquatics Course Sampler
Scheduled Sunday at JCC
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Jewish
Community Center (JCC) of Central
New Jersey will offer an Aquatics Open
House and Free Course Sampler this
Sunday, January 9, at its Wilf Jewish
Community Campus, located at 1391
Martine Avenue in Scotch Plains.
Between 9 a.m. and 2 p.m., the
Aquatics Department will hold free,
20-minute samplers of swim lessons,
lifeguard classes, water exercise and
water yoga.
Additionally, the American Red
Cross and Treasure Cove Watersports
will have tables with information on
their programs. The Aquatics Department will have a fundraiser table set
up with swim apparel and aquatic

S.A.R. Chapter to Hear
Talk on Aaron Burr
WESTFIELD – On Monday, January 10, the West Fields Chapter of the
Sons of the American Revolution will
meet at 8 p.m. in the Community
Room of the Westfield Municipal
Building.
Ron Goldberg of the New Jersey
Historical Society will be the featured speaker. Continuing the topic
of Alexander Hamilton initiated at
the chapter’s November meeting, Mr.
Goldberg will focus this time on Aaron
Burr.
Although primarily remembered
for having fatally wounded Hamilton
in a pistol duel, Burr also distinguished
himself during the Revolutionary War
and served as Vice President under
President Thomas Jefferson.
The Westfield Municipal Building
is located at 425 East Broad Street.
Members of the public are invited to
attend the meeting and refreshments
will be served.

toys for sale.
JCC members and non-members
alike are invited to attend the event.
Aquatics courses will commence on
Tuesday, February 1.
Course registration will begin on
Tuesday, January 11, for members
and Friday, January 14, for non-members. For a schedule of courses or
more information, please call Rebecca
Rice, Aquatics Director, at (908) 8898800, extension no. 219.

Westfield Area ‘Y’ Sets
Adult Education Events
WESTFIELD – The Westfield Area
“Y,” located at 220 Clark Street in
Westfield, has posted its calendar of
Adult Education programs for January.
A daytime Beginning Bridge Class
will start tomorrow, Friday, January
7, and run for eight weeks. A master
bridge instructor will provide handson instruction.
Sessions will meet from 9:30
to 11 a.m. on Fridays. The fee is
$50 for “Y” members and $60 for
non-members. To register, please
call (908) 233-2700 or visit
www.westfieldynj.org.
On Wednesday, January 19, a Lunch
and Learn program on the art of knitting will be offered free of charge
from 12:15 to 2 p.m. Participants will
have an opportunity to learn new
skills, including using the new yarns,
or share and polish existing skills.
Directions will be provided. Individuals may bring supplies if they
have them; a list will be supplied for
new knitters. Registration for this
program is not required.
Classes will be held at the Westfield
Area “Y.” For more information, please
call Mary Ann at (908) 966-9344.

FANWOOD – The Fanwood Memorial Library and the Scotch Plains
Public Library have announced that
JerseyClicks, a free online resource,
is now available at both libraries.
Individuals holding a valid public
library card can search the suite of
full-text databases through one userfriendly interface from their homes,
offices, schools or public libraries.
JerseyClicks offers keyword and
custom searching of 15 databases
through a federated search. This means
that people do not have to search each
database individually; they can search
15 of them simultaneously.
The databases cover subjects such
as health, history, business, education, science, current events, literature and popular fiction. The suite
also includes Informe, a Spanish language, full-text database.
Persons who do not have a library
card or access to the Internet from
home may contact their local public
library or come in to get a card and
take advantage of the free public
Internet access available there.
JerseyClicks is funded by the New
Jersey State Library, the New Jersey
Library Network and the Federal Li-

brary Service and Technology Act.
A link to the JerseyClicks website
is available at either library’s
homepage (www.fanwoodlibrary.org
or www.scotlib.org). Individuals may
also go directly to the JerseyClicks
website at www.jerseyclicks.org and
use their 14-digit library card number
as the username.
For more information, please call
the Fanwood Memorial Library at
(908) 322-6400 or the Scotch Plains
Public Library at (908) 322-5007.

Knitting Night on Tap
At Fanwood Library
FANWOOD – The Fanwood Memorial Library will hold a Knitting
Night on Tuesday, January 25, from
7:30 to 8:30 p.m. at the library, located
at North Avenue and Tillotson Road.
This program will not be an instructional evening but one for people
who already knit and would like to do
so in the company of other knitters.
Participants will have an opportunity to discuss knitting techniques,
styles, ongoing projects and yarn. For
further information, please call Nancy
at (908) 322-6400.

BRIDGES Distributes Gifts
To Homeless Populations
COUNTY – BRIDGES, a Summitbased, non-profit organization, delivered over 700 holiday gifts to the
homeless in lower Manhattan, Newark and Irvington during December.
Many of the gifts requested by
homeless persons were coats and boots
of a specific size. Other gifts included
toys for children living in temporary
shelters and warm weather essentials.
Through the generosity of Girl
Scout troops, houses of worship and
many individuals, BRIDGES, and a
host of volunteers, delivered the gifts
throughout December.
BRIDGES, which reaches out to
homeless populations on a weekly
basis, is still in need of men’s winter
coats and will continue to distribute
warm clothing throughout the winter.

AIPAC Director Slated
To Speak to Hadassah
WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Chapter of Hadassah will hold a Lunch
and Learn meeting on Monday, January 24, at noon at Temple Emanu-El,
located at 756 East Broad Street in
Westfield.
Emily Topolosky, currently the
American Israel Political Action
Committee (AIPAC)’s Director for
Northern New Jersey, will be the guest
speaker. She will discuss President
George W. Bush, the 109th Congress,
and Israel.
The AIPAC is a non-partisan American membership organization that has
for more than 50 years been working
with Congress to build a strong, vibrant relationship between the United
States and Israel.
Hadassah, the Women’s Zionist
Organization of America, is a volunteer women’s organization that seeks
to strengthen its partnership with Israel, ensure Jewish continuity and
realize its potential as a force within
American society.

Donations of men’s clothing, blankets and toiletries may be brought to
BRIDGES, located in Christ Church,
561 Springfield Avenue in Summit,
on Tuesdays from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. or
Fridays from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. For
other drop off arrangements, please
call (908) 273-0176.

HAZAK to Present
Film Europa, Europa
SCOTCH PLAINS – Congregation Beth Israel’s HAZAK, a Jewish
social group for people age 55 and
over, will show the film Europa,
Europa on Wednesday, January 19.
It will be screened at 1 p.m. at the
synagogue, located at 18 Shalom Way in
Scotch Plains. Popcorn will be included.
A Golden Globe Award winner for
best picture, Europa, Europa is the
fact-based story of a young Jewish
boy who survives the Holocaust by
passing as an Aryan.
There is no charge to attend the
screening. Reservations are required.
Interested individuals are asked to call
the temple office at (908) 889-1830.

St. Agnes to Sponsor
Mardi Gras Event
CLARK – St. Agnes Roman Catholic Church in Clark will sponsor a
Mardi Gras Extravaganza Celebration on Saturday, February 5, from 7
to 11 p.m. at the Gran Centurions,
440 Madison Hill Road in Clark.
Doors will open at 6:30 p.m. The
festivities will include dinner, beer,
wine and soda. There also will be
dancing, a Dixie Land band, a disk
jockey and a surprise performer. Costumes are optional.
Tickets, which are $47.50 per person, are currently on sale and may be
obtained by calling (732) 574-0023
or (732) 388-7852. They will not be
available at the door.
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DEATH NOTICE

Lewis B. Everett, 89, Was Engineer;
Former Westfield Town Councilman
Lewis Byron Everett, 89, of
Wilmington, N.C., formerly of
Jamesburg, N.J., died Tuesday, December 28, 2004 in the Lower Cape
Fear Hospice and Life Care Center in
Wilmington.
Born on March 29, 1915 in Brooklyn, N.Y., Mr. Everett spent the majority of his adult life in the Westfield
and Jamesburg, N.J. areas and moved
to Wilmington in 2001.
He is survived by his wife of 64
years, Wanda Yaroshuk Everett; his
daughter and son-in-law, Diane and
Dave Kulp of Southport, N.C.; three
granddaughters, Melissa Bibbee of
Centreville, Va., Allison Goldstein of
Rapid City, S.D. and Lindsay Kulp of
Southport, N.C., and one great-granddaughter, Skylar Bibbee of
Centreville, Va.
Mr. Everett graduated from Brooklyn Technical High School in 1933
and then the Polytechnic Institute of
Brooklyn in 1937 with a bachelor’s
degree in chemical engineering. His
career as a registered professional
engineer and certified safety professional spanned more than 50 years.
After working for 22 years as a
chemical engineer and safety director for Colgate-Palmolive-Peet Co.
and Union Carbide and Plastics Co.,
he formed his own management safety
consulting firm called L.B. Everett
Associates in 1959.
His numerous professional memberships included the American Institute of Chemical Engineers, the
American Society of Safety Engineers, the National Fire Protection
Association, the National Safety
Council and the New Jersey State

Industrial Safety Committee.
He served as president of the New
Jersey branch of the ASSE and on the
editorial advisory board of its journal.
In addition, Mr. Everett was a trustee
of the Westfield, N.J. United Fund;
served on the Westfield Town Council; was an active member of the First
United Methodist Church of Westfield,
and was vice president of the Westfield
Senior Citizens Housing Planning
Corporation. In this capacity, he was
instrumental in the construction of the
town’s first residence for moderate
income senior citizens.
Mr. and Mrs. Everett moved to
Rossmoor, N.J. in 1976 and lived
there for 25 years. They helped organize the Rossmoor Dance Club in
1984, and Mr. Everett served as the
group’s first president. Further, the
couple volunteered as the Dance
Club’s resident modern and Latin
ballroom dance instructors for several years.
Mr. Everett also was active in the
Rossmoor Tennis Club and was a
president of that group as well. He
was vice chairman of the Deacons of
the Rossmoor Community Church.
A memorial service will be held at
10 a.m. on Saturday, January 15, 2005
at the Rossmoor Community Church,
followed by the spreading of ashes at
his former church in Westfield.
Memorial contributions may be
sent to the Rossmoor Community
Church, Village Mall, Monroe Township, N.J. 08831 or to the Lower Cape
Fear Hospice and Life Care Center,
1406 Physicians Drive, Wilmington,
N.C. 28401.
January 6, 2005
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– Obituaries –

Thomas J. DePalma, 89, Enjoyed Golf;
Owned Outdoor Advertising Business

Bernard A. Heeney, Jr., 56, Town Clerk;
Westfield Employee For Over 25 Years
Bernard A. Heeney, Jr., 56, a life- Grace Heeney and Frances Heeney,
long resident of
both of Bayonne; a
Bayonne, died on Fribrother,
Thomas
day, December 31, at
Heeney of Florida, and
St. Vincent’s Hospital
a sister, Kathleen
in New York City.
Murray of North CaroMr. Heeney was emlina.
ployed by the Town of
A Funeral Mass was
Westfield for more than
offered yesterday,
25 years and had been
Wednesday, January 5,
Town Clerk since Januat St. Andrew’s Roman
ary of 1999.
Catholic Church in
A communicant of
Bayonne. Interment
Bernard A. Heeney, Jr.
St. Andrew’s Roman
took place at the Holy
Catholic Church in
Cross Cemetery in North Arlington.
Bayonne, he also was a member of
Arrangements were under the dithe Veterans of Foreign Wars Post in rection of the Levis Funeral Home in
Bayonne and the Municipal Clerks Bayonne.
Association of New Jersey.
In lieu of flowers, memorial donaHe was a United States Army vet- tions may be made to St. Andrew’s
eran of the Vietnam War.
Roman Catholic Church, 125 BroadSurviving are his wife, Maryann way, Bayonne, N.J. 07002.
January 6, 2005
Pidane Heeney; two daughters, Mary

DEATH NOTICE

Surviving are a brother-in-law, John
Palys; three nieces, Audrey Palys,
Arlene Kwisnek and her husband,
John, and Doreen Lysebo and her
husband, Martin, and two grandnieces, Laura and Sarah Kwisnek.
A Funeral Mass will be offered at 10
a.m. today, Thursday, January 6, at the
Blessed Sacrament Roman Catholic
Church, 1890 Washington Valley Road,
Martinsville. Entombment will follow
at St. Bernard’s Cemetery in Bridgewater.
Arrangements are by the Memorial
Funeral Home, 155 South Avenue in
Fanwood.
January 6, 2005

George Rounds, Jr., 84, Past President
Of Local Historical Society and S.A.R.

CHELSEA VISIT…Directed by Julia Nelson for the fourth consecutive year, the
Westfield High School Senior Girl Scouts recently brought good cheer to residents
of The Chelsea at Fanwood. The girls sang holiday carols and gave each resident
a small, hand-decorated gift. Pictured, from left to right, are: Top row, Chelsea
resident Helen Orr, Girl Scout Annie Peyton, alumni Girl Scouts Katlyn Ropars
and Kasey Cass, and Girl Scouts Megan Valenti, Melissa Gallagher, Becky Cass,
Jessica Ropars and Julia Nelson, and bottom row, Chelsea residents Ann Wells,
Ottilie Disbrow, Helen Whitcomb and Lee Blackwell.

Free Concert to Celebrate
Big Band, Swing Music
COUNTY — The National Council of Jewish Women (NCJW), Union
County Section, and the YM-YWHA
of Union County will present a free
concert featuring the Big Band and
Swing sounds of “Reeds, Rhythm
and All That Brass” on Sunday, January 16, from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m.
The event will take place at the
YM-YWHA, located at 501 Green
Lane in Union. Members, guests and
the general public are invited to attend. Refreshments will be served.
The snow date is the following Sunday, January 23.
This program is made possible

Students Are Offered
Israel Scholarships
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Jewish
Community Center (JCC) of Central New Jersey in Scotch Plains has
scholarship applications available
for high school students considering traveling to Israel this summer.
The JCC is located at 1391
Martine Avenue. Applications are
due by Sunday, January 30. For details, please call After School and
Teen Services Director Mike
Goldstein at (908) 889-8800, extension no. 218.

through a HEART Grant from the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders and the Division of Cultural
and Heritage Affairs.
For further information, please call
Gloria Brown at (908) 352-1207,
and for directions, please call (908)
289-8112.

‘Amazing Friendships’
To Be Sermon Topic
WESTFIELD – “Extreme Living:
Amazing Friendships” will be the
sermon topic this Sunday, January 9,
at the 10:20 a.m. worship service at
the First Baptist Church of Westfield,
located at 170 Elm Street.
Reverend Jeremy Montgomery,
Minister of Local Outreach, will
preach on friendship as the second in
a five-week sermon series on “Amazing Relationships.”
Friendship also will be the topic of
discussion during the church’s adult
education forum, to be held from
9:15 to 10:15 a.m. in the church
lounge.
These programs will offer tips on
developing healthy friendships. All
are welcome to attend. Childcare
will be provided. For more information, please call (908) 233-2278.

Serving Westfield and Cranford Area
For Over 108 Years
With Dignity and Respect for all Faiths

Gray Funeral Home
318 East Broad Street
Westfield, New Jersey
William A. Doyle, Manager
New Jersey License Number 2325

George M. Rounds, Jr., 84, died on
Saturday, December 25, at The Bridge
in Lawrenceville, Ga., where he had
lived the last three years.
Born in Detroit, Mich., he was
raised in nearby Birmingham. He had
lived in Westfield for many years
before relocating to Chestertown,
Md., where he resided from 1992 to
2001.
Prior to retiring in 1990, Mr.
Rounds had been a sales representative and sold industrial equipment in
New York, New Jersey and Pennsylvania. He also was a professor of
salesmanship and marketing at
Rutgers University in Newark.
He received his Bachelor of Arts
degree from Dartmouth College in
1942 and his Master of Business
Administration degree from Harvard
University in 1947.
Between 1942 and 1945, he was a
naval aviator in the United States
Navy and saw action at Guadalcanal
and D-Day.
Mr. Rounds was formerly an usher,
deacon and Trustee of The Presbyterian Church in Westfield; Past President of the Westfield Historical Society; Past President of the Westfield
Chapter of the Sons of the American
Revolution, and a member of the
Rotary Club of Westfield.
Additionally, he was active with
Boy Scout Troop No. 172 and
Westfield Little League; was Past
President of the Chestertown, Md.
Rotary Club, and a member of the
Presbyterian Church of Chestertown.
Surviving are two daughters,
Penelope W. Allison of Narberth, Pa.
and Helen E. Adamchak of Springfield, Va.; a son, George M. Rounds,

908-276-0092

3rd, of Suwanee, Ga.; a sister, Helen
Rowan of Greenwich, Conn., and nine
grandchildren.
Mr. Rounds will be buried in the
Revolutionary Cemetery in Westfield
next to his wife, Mary Ann.
Memorial services will be held at 2
p.m. on Saturday, January 8, at The
Chapel of The Presbyterian Church
in Westfield.
January 6, 2005

DEATH NOTICE
Blanche Russell, 87
Blanche Russell, 87, of Scotch
Plains died on Thursday, December
30, at Greenbrook Manor Nursing
Home in Green Brook.
Born in New York City, she lived in
Scotch Plains for over 80 years.
Mrs. Russell was a member of St.
Bartholomew the Apostle Roman
Catholic Church in Scotch Plains and
the American Association of Retired
Persons.
She was predeceased by her husband, Frank J. Russell, in 1991.
Surviving are her daughter, Frances
“Chickie” Sincavage of Scotch Plains;
two nieces, Jane Cavagnaro and her
husband, Ernie, of Piscataway and
Charlotte Sorf of Lake Mary, Fla.; a
nephew, Joseph Masperi of Colonia,
and two grandchildren, Amy and
Brian Sincavage, both of Scotch
Plains.
The funeral was held on Monday,
January 3, from the Memorial Funeral Home, 155 South Avenue in
Fanwood. A Funeral Mass followed
at St. Bartholomew the Apostle
Church. Interment took place at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

Alfred J. Richardson, 81, of Westfield
died on Saturday, December 25, at
Overlook Hospital in Summit.
Born in West Orange, he lived in
Westfield for 50 years and spent summers in Breton Woods.
A 1940 graduate of West Orange
High School, Mr. Richardson graduated from Montclair Academy in
1941. He earned a degree in economics/finance in 1947 from Bucknell
University, where he was a member
of the Kappa Sigma Fraternity.
During World War II, he served in
the Navy as a captain of PT Boat 327.
Mr. Richardson, whose tour of duty
was in the Philippines, was part of the
escort for General MacArthur’s return to the Philippines.
After the war, Mr. Richardson was
an executive officer on a mine
sweeper. He also had a 35-year career
in computer resources at Merck and
Co. Inc. in Rahway, beginning as a
cost accountant in 1947 and retiring
as an associate director in 1985. He
was part of the management team
that installed the first computer system for Merck and Co. Inc.
He was a member of the “25 Year
Club” at Merck and Co. Inc., the
National Association of Cost Accountants, PT Boats Inc. and the AARP.
He was the beloved husband of 52
years of Jean Hubert Richardson; the
devoted father of Randall A.
Richardson and his wife, Rae, of Toms
River, Scott H. Richardson and his
wife, Dawn, of Somerset, and Terry J.
Jacklin and her husband, James, of
Coopersburg, Pa.; the loving son of
the late Duncan and Katherine Gearie
Richardson; the dear brother of Ruth
Bollock and her husband, George, of
Pennsylvania; Grace Roberts and her
husband, Ralph, also of Pennsylvania,
and the late Douglas Richardson, and
the cherished grandfather of Derek,
Ashley, Courtney, Ryan, Tyler, Spen-

cer and Colby. He also is survived by
many loving nieces and nephews.
Interment was at the First Presbyterian Church Cemetery in
Woodbridge.
Donations in his name may be made
to the Overlook Hospital Foundation,
36 Upper Overlook Road, P.O. Box
220, Summit, N.J. 07902 or to the
Westfield Rescue Squad, 335
Watterson Street, P.O. Box 356,
Westfield, N.J. 07091.
January 6, 2005

Ryan C. Nette, 21
Ryan Christopher Nette, 21, died
Wednesday, December 22, 2004 at
home in Gaithersburg, Md.
Born in New Brunswick, he lived
in Old Bridge and in Woodinville,
Wash. before moving to Germantown,
Md. 13 years ago.
He was a long-time member of Boy
Scout Troop No. 93 in Germantown.
Surviving are his parents, Christopher and Laurel Preston Nette, both
former area residents, but now of
Germantown; two brothers, Eric and
Keith, at home; his paternal grandparents, Siegfried and Gladys Nette,
now of Princeton, formerly of Scotch
Plains, and his maternal grandmother,
Nina Preston, formerly of Westfield,
now of Yardley, Pa.
He was predeceased by his grandfather, Robert Preston, in 1979.
A Mass of Christian Burial was offered on Monday, December 27, at the
Holy Trinity Roman Catholic Church
in Westfield. Interment took place at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.
Donations in his memory may be
made to the Corner House Foundation, 369 Witherspoon Street,
Princeton, N.J. 08540.
Arrangements were by the Dooley
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Avenue in Westfield.

Caring & Courteous Service to the
Cranford / Westfield Area Since 1913

Westfield
556 Westfield Avenue
233-0255
John L. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 4100

January 6, 2005

+LOOVLGH&HPHWHU\
6FRWFK3ODLQV

9LVLW2XU1HZ&UHPRULDO*DUGHQV
$Q$UHD)HDWXULQJ%URQ]H&UHPRULDO1LFKHV
&UHPRULDO%HQFKHVDQG,Q*URXQG%XULDO



January 6, 2005

Dooley Funeral Service, Inc.

,7,6)$5($6,(5)25<285
)$0,/<,)<283/$1$+($'
Cranford
218 North Avenue
276-0255
Charles V. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 3703

3TS5WTKNY3TS8JHYFWNFS
ZZZZKLOOVLGHFHPHWHU\FRP

MASTER
MEMORIALS
524 Central Avenue
Westfield, NJ
(908) 233-2350
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ow Offering the New
Willow View Mausoleum,
A Unique Concept in
Memorial Properties.

Designer • Builders of fine

MONUMENTS
MARKERS
MAUSOLEUMS

Lettered •Cleaned

Tim Doerr
Bruce Bauer
(established 1939)

908-233-0143

Thomas J. DePalma, 89, passed He was actively involved with the
away peacefully at his residence in United States Golf Association and
Westfield on January 1,
New Jersey State Seniors.
2005.
A successful executive
Raised in Madison,
and owner of United OutN.J., Tom was married to
door Advertising Corp. of
the former Ann Marie
Newark, Tom was inRyan of Cranford before
volved nationally promother passing in 1996 and
ing the benefits of outdoor
resided in Westfield for
advertising as a medium.
more than 35 years.
He was an active memHe leaves his son, Robber of the Holy Trinity
ert; daughter-in-law,
Roman Catholic Parish in
Averyll; a niece, Audrey
Westfield, assisting at
Geyer; his beloved grandMass as an usher.
children, Kelly, Kevin,
A Mass of Christian
Dillon, Dianna and Thomas J. DePalma Burial was offered yesAnnie; two sisters, Nancy Zanzucchi terday, Wednesday, January 5, at the
and Mary Herwitt, and a brother, Holy Trinity Church.
James.
Arrangements were by the Dooley
He was predeceased by a brother, Colonial Home, 556 Westfield AvMike, and a sister, Ann Sapio.
enue in Westfield.
An avid golfer, Tom was credited
In lieu of flowers, the family rewith 18 holes-in-one spanning some quests donations be made on behalf
55 years of golf enjoyment at The of Atlantic Hospice Care, 33 Bleeker
Country Club of Bedford, Mass. and Street, Millburn 07041.
January 6, 2005
Suburban Golf Club in Union, N.J.

Alfred J. Richardson, 81, Navy Veteran;
Helped Install Merck Computer System

Eugenia Smillie, 84, Merck Secretary;
Head of Filing Department at FBI
Eugenia Cogan Smillie, 84, of
Fanwood died on Sunday, January 2,
at her home.
Born in Staten Island, N.Y., she
had lived in the New Dorp Section of
Staten Island before moving to
Fanwood in 1975.
Mrs. Smillie had worked as an executive secretary for Merck & Co. in
Rahway for 20 years prior to retiring
in 1985. She was formerly employed
as head of the filing department of the
FBI in New York City.
She was predeceased by her husband, Thomas Smillie, on September
27, 2003.
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Also: 300 Rt. 37 East
Toms River, NJ
(732) 349-2350
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eauty, Dignity & Peace
Overlooking Bunnell Pond.

Family Lots, Single Graves, Niches & Community Mausoleums
Faithfully Serving the Public Since 1868, on 105 Picturesque Acres.

Fairview Cemetery
Nonprofit • Nonsectarian

1100 East Broad Street • Westfield, NJ

908-232-0781
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SLODYCZKA NETS 22 PTS, 8 BOARDS; MILLER HITS 22

Pesky Lady Blue Devils Hush
Huskies in Basketball, 58-35
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Persistence overcomes resistance!
That slogan known well by salesmen
proved to be true on December 29
when a persistent, pesky Westfield
High School girls basketball team
wore out Matawan mentally and

physically to record a resounding,
58-35 triumph in the semifinals of the
Joseph Pepe Memorial Tournament
in Springfield.
Fielding four freshmen starters and
one junior, the Blue Devils, after being on the short side of a 17-10 first
quarter, adapted very well defensively,

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

READY TO ROLL IN TWO…Blue Devil Stephanie Slodyczka, No. 21, prepares
to shoot a layup in the game against Matawan.

putting the pinch on Huskie star
Zaykeyah Pitts, who bucketed 11 of
her 17 points in that quarter. Sticking
like glue and having no fear mixing it
up, the Blue Devils committed 17
acts of theft led by freshman point
guard Gabriele O’Leary who had five
steals while contributing eight assists
and three points.
“They are feisty! They are feisty,
they get in people’s way and they
aggravate teams. They have been
working together since they were
young. They work hard and know
how to play well together,” said Blue
Devil Head Coach Joe Marino. “The
older girls are getting a taste of it as
we move on. Our goal this year is to
work hard and execute. That’s what
they did.”
Freshman center Stephanie
Slodyczka led the team in rebounds
with nine and blocked shots with three.
She also pumped in 22 points and was
2-for-3 from the foul line. Freshman
Danielle Infantino pulled down eight
boards and added three points.
“Stephanie finds the basket very
well. She doesn’t even look at the
basket most of the time. She just turns
and will put a drop step on somebody,
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GROWLING THE LOUDEST…Raider Sean Young tamed the South Plainfield Tigers by pulling down twelve rebounds
and netted 19 points. Despite a great game, Scotch Plains-Fanwood lost in the final minutes, 59-53 in O.T in the John Butch
Kowal Tournament in Rahway on December 29.

FORD SCORES 22, YOUNG NETS 19 WITH 12 BOARDS

Tiger B’ballers Surge in OT;
Set Back Raider Boys, 59-53
By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

S MINEO, FABIANO GET 1ST; P. MINEO, GIANNACI 2ND

Raider Wrestlers Place 2nd
At John Goles Tournament
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Despite graduating 11 wrestlers,
including several outstanding athletes
last year, the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School wrestling team demonstrated that it still had some clout by
placing second at the John Goles
Wrestling Tournament at Warren Hills
on December 28. Delaware Valley
took top honors with a 174.5 total and
the Raiders totaled 159.5.
Although boasting five champions,
the Raiders were burned by Delaware
Valley for the title two years ago, 161.5161, and last year, with their powerhouse team, could not compete because of their participation in the prestigious Beast of the East Tournament.

This year, senior Steve Mineo won
his second Goles title by defeating
Chris Kelly of Delaware Valley, 5-2,
in the 135-lb finals for his 99th career
win. Mineo, who placed second his
freshman year, defeated Kelly, 8-0, at
119-lbs two years ago. To reach the
finals, Mineo recorded a 15-0, tech
fall and a 6-0 shutout.
“He handled the kids really well,
worked on a lot of stuff. Steve really
loosened up, went after a lot of kids and
took great moves from his tool box,”
said Raider Head Coach John Scholz.
Marc Fabiano showed Pete
Zaminski of Sparta the lights in 3:42 to
claim the heavyweight title. Fabiano
received a bye then he recorded a first
period fall to reach the finals.

“He’s wrestling like a real powerful heavyweight. He pinned the kids
that he needed to pin. I am expecting
a lot of things from him,” said Scholz.
Sophomore Pat Mineo had a rugged bout in the final with Millburn’s
Seth Podhoretz, who placed third in
Region 3 last year at 140-lbs.
Podhoretz outlasted Mineo, 8-5.
“Pat went two-for-two at the Beast
(of the East). Against Podhoretz, it
was a good match. It was tough,” said
Scholz.
Junior Nick Giannaci placed second after being stopped in 2:53 by
Dave Sbriscia of Warren Hills in the
215-lb finals. Giannaci recorded a
second period fall and a third period

The South Plainfield High School
boys’ basketball team, known as the
Tigers, had to endure some roaring
from a young and inexperienced, Scotch
Plains-Fanwood team in regulation but
roared the loudest in overtime to earn a,
59-53, victory in the semifinals of the
John Butch Kowal Tournament in
Rahway on December 29.
Senior forward Gavin Ford was on
fire and led the Raiders offensively
with 22 points and junior forward Sean
Young, who netted 19 points, grabbed
the most rebounds with 12. Tiger Marquis Jones led all scorers with 31 points.
“I’m proud as can be of them. This

is a great team. It’s all about team. No
one is a star. They worked their butts
off after being down nine. They could
have easily thought that they could not
compete against a big time experienced team but they kept on going and
going after them, however we didn’t
close them out like we should have,”
said Raider Head Coach Dan Doherty.
The Tigers were consistent in maintaining a fast tempo and gained a 12-7
advantage in the opening quarter then
penetrating inside allowed them to gain
a 30-21 halftime lead. In the half,
Raiders Young and Ford each scored
eight points, junior guard Rob Lewis
put up three points and senior forward
Jeff Marable added two.

“It looked like they were a little
down, so I kind of got on them and
challenged them,” said Doherty. “They
rose to the challenge and started to
play harder and they went after them.”
From that point on, the Raiders did
a good job on keeping the Tigers off
the glass and rolled with impressive
drives by getting the ball inside allowing the open shot. Ford banged in
seven points, including a threepointer. Young hit from downtown
and Marable sank three of four from
the stripe to narrow the lead to 36-34
going into the fourth quarter.
“We worked the ball into the
post because they couldn’t stop
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Kenilworth
New Listing!
IMMACULATE! Start the New Year in this wonderful Cape Cod
featuring four bedrooms and two full baths with new carpeting,
new windows/doors. Beautiful newer eat-in kitchen!
A must see at $379,000

Wishing you all a very
happy and healthy new year!
We are looking forward to serving your
Real Estate needs in 2005.

OPEN HOUSE:

Sunday, January 9th, 1-4 pm

Are you looking to make a move in 2005? You’ll love this split level style home with hardwood floors located in
a quiet Westfield neighborhood. This home boasts 3 bedrooms, 1 full and 2 half baths, sliding doors that open to
the deck and fenced-in yard. Also featuring grade level family and laundry rooms, basement recreation room,
new central air conditioning, & underground lawn sprinkler system. Located within walking distance to Tamaques
Park and Tamaques School. Offered for $499,900 WSF1077

Susan Checchio

Sales Associate

NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award 1998-2003
®
REALTOR®
REALTOR

PRUDENTIAL NEW JERSEY PROPERTIES WEBSITE

Westfield Office - 215 North Avenue West

- www.PruNewJersey.com
Telephone 908/232-5664

Offices Serving Northern and Central New Jersey - An Independently Owned & Operated Member of The Prudential Real Estate Affiliates, Inc.

Direct Line: 301-2014
E-mail: suechecchio@coldwellbanker.com
www.WestfieldNJRealtor.com
©2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark of Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT, Inc.

WESTFIELD OFFICE

209 CENTRAL AVENUE

908-233-5555
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Blue Devil Girls Defend
UC Indoor Relay Title
Strong efforts from senior veterans
Annie Onishi and Emily MacNeil
enabled the Westfield High School
girls winter track team to defend its
title at the Union County Girls Relays
at Dunn Center in Elizabeth on January 3. The Blue Devils finished with
a total of 44 to hold off the Summit
girls who finished with 36 and thirdplace Scotch Plains-Fanwood at 26.
Onishi and MacNeil, respectively,
ran the final two legs of the sprint
medley relay and the 4x400-meter
relay to earn the Blue Devils victories
in both events to add 20 team points.
Additionally, Emily Perry, with a personal-best leap of 4’10”, and Gilliam
Kape, with a clearance of 4’6”, placed
third in the team high jump with a
total of 9’4”. Prior to the events, Summit and Westfield were locked in an
18-18 tie.
In the sprint medley, Erica
Ammermuller had a 200-meter time
of 31.6, Kape had a 200 time of 31.1,
Onishi ran the 400 in 1:08.3 and

MacNeil finished the 800-meter leg
in 2:28.6 for a time of 4:39.4. In the
4x400, Miriam Becker-Cohen
(1:09.9), Kape (1:09.9), Onishi
(1:07.3) and MacNeil (1:06) had a
time of 4:34.2.
Blue Devils Lauren Campo (personal best 2:44.2), Stephanie
Cortinhal (personal best 2:40.2),
Catherine Cognetti (2:47.8) and Meg
Driscoll (2:44.3) crossed first in the
4x800 with a time of 10:56.3. Onishi,
MacNeil, Becker-Cohen and Caitlyn
Berkowitz finished third in the Distance Medley Relay at 13:52.6.
The Raiders finished second in the
2x200 with a time of 2:02.3, third in
the 4x400 at 4:41.1 and third in the
shuttle hurdles at 36.1. The Raiders
also placed fourth in the 4x800 at
11:06.9, the sprint medley at 4:49.2
and the distance medley at 14:10.8.
TEAM 8 TOTALS:
1. Westfield 44, 2. Summit 36, 3.
Scotch Plains-Fanwood 26, 4. Union
24, 5. Linden 20, 6. Plainfield and
Johnson 18, 8. Cranford 16

Pesky Lady Blue Devils Hush
Huskies in Basketball, 58-35
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

go up and under and before you know
it she finds a way to get it in,” said
Marino.
The 2-1 Blue Devils literally embarrassed Matawan from the free
throw line, hitting 12-for-17 for 70
percent while the 2-3 Huskies managed to sink just 8-for-19 for 42 percent. Freshman forward Erin Miller
nailed 8-for-10 from the free throw
line and finished with 22 points, including two 3-pointers.

The Westfield High School girls
basketball team’s dreams of winning
the Joe Pepe Memorial Tournament
ended when host Jonathan Dayton
had a big 23-15 final quarter to beat
the Blue Devils, 57-48, on December
30. Bulldog Cristin Zavocki sank 20
of her game-high 32 points in the
second half and finished with 12 rebounds.
Erin Miller led the Blue Devils
with 21 points, including one 3pointer. Stephanie Slodyczka put in
10 points while Gabriele O’Leary,
Kate Cronin, Christina Fietkiewicz
and Danielle Infantino each netted
four points.

“We have been working on our free
throws. Before we came into the game,
we were around 70 percent,” commented Marino.
Katie Cronin was not to be pushed
around under the offensive boards
and laid in four points while Chip
Simmons and Casey Elkourey each
contributed two points.
After the tenacious Blue Devil defense applied the pinch on Pitts, the
Huskies could score only one point in
the second quarter while rolling in 15
points to take a 25-18 lead at the half.
In the third quarter, Miller hit eight
points and Slodyczka sank four in a
16-5 run that put the game out of
reach, 41-23. Although loosening the
reins a bit early in the fourth quarter,
the Blue Devils tightened up to
outscore the Huskies, 17-12.
Adding to the stingy defense, it
was evident that the Blue Devils’ quick
reactions to deflect passes and create
steals threw a wrench into the Huskies’ offensive game plan. Westfield’s
team speed was also evident offensively by the ability to get the ball
down court swiftly to the open teammate.
“That’s what our objective is,” said
Marino. “To be fast, control the ball
and beat teams on transitions.”

Westfield
Dayton

Matawan
Westfield

Dayton Cagers Outdo
Lady Blue Devils, 57-48

14 10 9 15
15 8 11 23

WESTFIELD

48
57

17 1 5 12
10 15 16 17

35
58

Devil’s Den

Tiger Cagers Stop
Raider Boys, 59-53

What School Year Was Best
for Sports at WHS?

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

us,” said Young.
Lewis along with Kyle Gates and
Travis Morgan kept hounding the Tigers in the home stretch resulting in a,
44-44 deadlock at the end of regulation.
In overtime, the Raiders tasted their
first lead when Ford rolled in a jumper,
and followed up hitting two from the
stripe; however, Jones sank two 3-point
buckets to put the Tigers ahead, 50-48.
After Young converted two from
the line, the Tigers turned their fullcourt pressure up causing two key
turnovers. As time ran down, the Raiders were forced to foul and the Tigers
netted seven points. Marable took the
final shot by connecting from beyond
the three-point perimeter.
“At the beginning we were a bit
nervous because of the big crowd. At
halftime, coach told us to get the ball
inside. We started doing that and it
created open shots and we got back
into the game. I thought we played
them very tough,” said Young. “Defensively, our main focus was to stop
Jones because he is a big time player.
We put Lewis on him and he did a
good job stopping him.”
“I thought we should have finished
them off prior to overtime,” added
Ford. “The pressure was up and I made
two key turnovers and I thought that
was the difference in the game. Overall I thought we played well. We upset
Rahway and you know, things happen.
That team is supposed to win the
sectionals so maybe we can come back
and do something good this season.”
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 7 14 13
South Plainfield 12 18 6

9 9
8 15

53
59

Blue Devil Boys Skin
Raider Cagers, 52-50
The Westfield High School boys basketball team pulled out a 52-50 victory
over Scotch Plains-Fanwood when senior Bryan Power rolled in a layup in
the final 30 seconds in the third-place
consolation game at the John Butch
Kowal Tournament on December 30.
The Raiders held a 28-25 lead at the
half but the Blue Devil nibbled away
to tie the score, 39-39, heading into the
fourth quarter. Power finished with 10
points while Mike Venezia and Eric
Hayes each put up 13 points. Gavin
Ford led the Raiders with 17 points.
Westfield
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood

12 13 14 13
14 14 11 11

52
50

ATTENTION Raider
Footballers & Parents
Photos of the Scotch PlainsFanwood High School football dinner held at the Italian American Club
on December 16 can be found by
visiting www.goleader.com/photos

Open House: Sun 1/9 12-4PM
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By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

As we enter a new year, it’s both a
time to look ahead to the possibilities
and to look back at the memories of the
past. Many newspapers print the previous year’s list of Top 10 events, and
many writers come up with month-bymonth predictions of what’s going to
happen this year.
With that (sort of) in mind, the Devil’s
Den would like to promote a contest of
sorts. Here’s how you play: We want to
know which school year you think had
the best sports teams in WHS history.
And we would like you to guess the
winning class. There’s been lots of
great teams and great athletes, but it’s
the overall top-to-bottom greatness
we’re looking for. The winner will be
based strictly on total combined winning percentage of ALL varsity sports
(ties don’t count). If two school years
have the same winning percentage, the
tiebreaker will be state championship
teams during that scholastic year.
We’ll figure out a prize of some sort,
maybe dinner at the Jolly Trolley with
the Corbin brothers, Dave and Horace.
You can email your predictions
(sorry, just one guess per person) to me
at the address at the bottom of the Den,
or mail them to WHS’s Winningest
Year, in care of the Devil’s Den,
Westfield Leader, 251 North Ave. West,
Westfield, N.J. 07090. Results will be
posted in May or early June, after
calculations are finished and doublechecked by my personal statman
surpreme, Charlie (The Scorekeeper)
Hansen.
TRIVIA QUESTION
WHS’s last unbeaten wrestling team
was in 1973, a 14-0 squad featuring
state champions Rich Gottlick and Chris
Campbell. When was the only other
unbeaten WHS wrestling team?

Raider Cagers Defeat
Rahway Boys, 57-50
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School boys’basketball team advanced
to the semifinal round of the John
Butch Kowal Tournament by defeating host Rahway, 57-50, on December
27. Jeff Marable led the 1-2 Raiders
with 13 points and Earl Clark led the 21 Indians with 27 points.
Marable nailed two straight jumpers
and Greg Bayard, who finished with
seven points, followed with two 3-pointers to push the Raiders to a 32-25 lead
midway through the third quarter. Lewis
scored 11 points, Gavin Ford netted 10,
Kyle Gates slammed in nine and Sean
Young rolled in eight points.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood
Rahway

WESTFIELD
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The 1973 lineup: Dave Brown (98,
20-3), Bill Steele (106, 8-7-2), Joe
Thome (115, 16-5-1), Paul Bockus (123,
17-3-2), Stan Warne (130, 20-3), Charles
Schrope (136, 15-8), Mark Dennis (141,
24-2-1), Gottlick (148, 27-0), Dan
Morash (157, 10-1-1) or Quint Mansell
(157, 7-3-2), Campbell (168, 26-0),
Walt Heiniger (178, 19-1-1), Pete
Shearer (heavyweight, 18-7).
FOOTBALL REVIEW
The 2004 WHS football team will
hold its annual end-of-season banquet
tonight at 7 p.m. in the high school’s
cafeteria B. It was not the best of years
for the Blue Devils, who struggled to a
1-9 record and allowed a school record
297 points. With three losses to end the
2003 season, the losing streak reached
a school record 11 games before a 28-7,
win over Edison in an NJSIAA consolation game.
But there were highlights, like Marc
Dowling’s team-best 97 tackles, and
Bryan Power’s seven interceptions, one
short of the school record. Power also
would’ve had the third longest kickoff
return in school history, but his 93yarder against Elizabeth was wiped
out by a penalty.
Paul Goldweitz had a decent year
kicking, making all eight PATs and
one field goal. Tom DelDuca led the
team in rushing yards (288 on 67 carries) and touchdowns (four). Mike
Patella hit 29 of 67 passes for 293
yards. Power led the team with 15
receptions for 189 yards.
WHS quarterbacks Patella, Nick
DeRosa and Chris Cassett completed
39 passes for 393 yards, but no touchdowns. The last time WHS went an
entire season without a touchdown pass
was 1957, the first year under runoriented coach Les Zorge. WHS also
went the entire 1952 and ’53 seasons
with zero TD tosses for coach Joe
Freeman. There were one-TD-pass
years in 1975, 1983 and 1984.
Quite a few underclassmen got a lot
of playing time this fall. So, while
tough guys like Dowling, Power, Rich
Stewart, Mike Finne and Mark
Harbaugh will be missed, next year’s
defense has a chance of reversing things
and becoming a dominant force. Ends
Matt Ince, Bob Mroz and Brandon
Simmons, tackles Cowles Stewart,
Santo Nardi and J.T. Sheehan, linebackers Tyrell Simmons, Will
Harbaugh and Ryan Yarusi, and backs
William Jenkins, Andrew Shaffer,
Chris Cassett, Terron Rogers,
Jayshawn King and Ryan Sharkey all
got serious playing time this fall.
Defense wins games. Want proof?
Only two of Gary Kehler’s 22 WHS
teams gave up over 100 points in a

Open House: Sun 1/9 12-4PM

season – 1963 (110) and 1966 (105) –
and those teams went 7-2 and 7-1-1,
respectively.
OLD PHOTOS
We would like to include an old
photo with the Devil’s Den each week.
They can be from high school, little
league or semipro (baseball, soccer)
teams, action photos or just individual
shots, as long as they have a Westfield
connection. And the older, the better. If
you find an old scrapbook with photos
from the 1930s, ’40s, ’50s, ’60s or
’70s, that’s awesome! Send it in. They
can run under a “Memory Lane” heading along with the Den. Please send
them to: Devil’s Den, in care of The
Westfield Leader, 251 North Ave. West,
Westfield, N.J. 07090. They will be
returned to you after they are used.
Please include as much identification
as possible for the caption that runs
with the photo.
NOBODY ASKED ME, BUT …
WHS has probably won more state
and county championships, in more
different sports, than any other school.
Our sports tradition is second to no
town in New Jersey. So wouldn’t it be
nice to have some of those “Welcome
to Westfield, Home of the (fill in the
year) State (fill in the sport) Champions” signs? Or “Welcome to Westfield,
Home of the 14-time State Football
Champions”? Or “Welcome to
Westfield, Home of Olympians Bob
Clotworthy, Dave Perkowski and Chris
Campbell”?
Put one on East Broad and Springfield
Ave. for the champion football squads,
another on Central Ave. at the railroad
overpass for the tennis teams, another on
West Broad by Lamberts Mill Road for
the swim teams, another on Rahway Ave.
near the train tracks for the soccer teams,
one on Mountain Ave. near Chrones for
basketball, etc., etc. There’s a lot of streets
coming into Westfield from east, west,
north and south. Let’s fill ’em with these
signs! Our athletes have earned them, so
let’s flaunt them!
TRIVIA ANSWER
Coach Gary Kehler’s 1967 team went
12-0 and featured sophomore state
champion Bill Kenny (22-1) at 98
pounds. The rest of the lineup: Mark
Ramage (106, 10-6), Gary Grabel (115,
11-4-2), Dave Wight (123, 15-2-1),
Jerry Armstrong (130, 11-4-1), Don
Pepper (136, 9-6), Pete Adelaar (141,
15-4), Bill Dunham (148, 8-4-1), Bob
Treut (157, 16-4), Tim Gordeuk (168,
19-3), Jon Gordon (178, 18-2) and
Steve Jones (heavyweight, 17-1).
Bruce Johnson’s Devil’s Den appears every Thursday in The Westfield
Leader. Contact him with comments or
ideas at bj1019@aol.com

$479,000

Well maintained nine room, three bedroom, 2 1/2 bath Side Hall Colonial on a beautiful quiet dead
end street. Home is situated next to wooded area. Features eat-in kitchen w/cherry cabinets, three
season room, deck, finished basement with dry bar and three zone natural gas heated hot-water baseboard heating on all floors. Both dining room and living room have new oak laminate floors. One car
attached garage. Near train to NYC. DIR: Central Ave. to Clifton rt onto Dunham #947 (052000013)

Lovingly maintained updated 4 BR, 2 full bath Split w/finished basement on expansive 79 x 142’ property.
Remodeled kitchen opens into the dining room for an inviting family get together. Anderson French
sliders from dining area to deck, newer bath, maintenance free exterior. Plus a wonderful yard featuring
a patio w/basketball hoop, built-in gas grill, fully fenced yard. Minutes to GSP for easy commute. DIR:
Central Ave. to Connecticut St. rt on Boynton lt on Maryland #221 (05200NEW)

CLARK

WESTFIELD

Open House: Sun 1/9 12-4PM

$449,000

Three bedroom, 2 1/2 bath Colonial with front balcony off master bedroom. Newer eat-in kitchen, remodeled family
room & finished basement, bath renovated spring 2004, new deck with wood burning fireplace, den and laundry
room. Hardwood floors. Two driveways with 1 car attached garage. Three A/C window units. DIR: Valley Rd. to Ross
St. to Durham #16 (052009955)

Wychwood - New Construction

$1,750,000

New 3,750 sq. ft. custom Colonial being built with top of the line amenities. This home features five bedrooms, 3 and
1/2 baths, eat-in country kitchen, formal dining room, fireplace in living room, maids quarters. The master bedroom
includes dressing room, fireplace, full bath w/jacuzzi & walk-in closet. Hardwood floors throughout. Work with
builder to custom build your own home. (052009929)
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Blue Devils Rap J.P. Stevens,
Fall to Cougar Boy Cagers
The Westfield High School boys’
basketball team advanced to the semifinals of the John Butch Kowal Tournament by defeating J.P. Stevens, 5938, in Rahway on December 26. The
Blue Devils got bounced to the third
place consolation round after being
defeated by Cranford, 73-48, in the
semis on December 28.
Against J.P. Stevens, the Blue Devils were effective with their full-court
press and created nine turnovers to
leap to an 18-5 first quarter lead. Senior Bryan Power, who finished with
nine points, sank five in that quarter.
Senior point guard Eric Hayes who
bucketed 16 points in the game, hit
10-for-10 from the charity line and
laid in six points in the second quarter

to give Westfield a 28-15 lead at the
half. Sophomore guard Mike Venezia
put in 13 against J.P. Stevens, junior
forward/center Josh Gerckens fired
in nine and sophomore guard Tom
Bonard hit eight points. Osborne
Mayers scored nine points for J.P.
Stevens.
Against rival 4-0 Cranford, Hayes
sank 20 points, Venezia had 11, senior Billy Hearon put up six, Power
hit five and Gerckens netted four
points. Cougar Terence Grier led all
scorers with 33 points and Dave
Snyder added 13 points.
J.P. Stevens
Westfield
Westfield
Cranford
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Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

EFFECTIVE DEFENSE…Viking junior forward Kim Hannan shows off her
defensive skills by blocking a Raider shot as junior guard Courtney Harris, No.
44, awaits the loose ball. Union Catholic earned a 35-31 victory over Keyport on
December 29.

HENDRICKS PUMPS IN 12 POINTS

Viking Cagers Lock Up
Keyport Girls, 35-31
By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Despite losing 36-31 to a tough
South Plainfield High School girls
basketball team in the opening round
of the J.P. Stevens Christmas tournament on December 28 in Edison, the
Union Catholic High School girls’
basketball team demonstrated determination and flare against Keyport
and earned a, 35-31 victory in the
consolation game on December 29.
Two bright spots for the 2-2 Vikings
were junior guard Leslie Hendricks
who went on an offensive blitz and
poured in 12 points, and senior forward Kathlyn Murray who had six of
her eight points in the fourth quarter,
including six from the stripe.
“We were trying to recover from
that loss against South Plainfield and
we wanted to come out and play hard
and give it all we had,” said Viking
team captain Murray. “In past games
we have not been boxing out too well,
so in practice we worked hard on
those drills. I believe that was the
biggest factor in our defensive game
today and it won the game for us.”
However, added glows came from
junior guard Aerielle Belk, who
burned the Raiders with two buckets
early in the game. Junior guard
Courtney Harris netted five points
and junior forward Eileen Dupont
scored four points.
The Vikings’ passing and shooting
worked well in the first quarter when
they squeezed out a 9-8 lead.
Keyport’s defense was more effec-

tive in the second quarter as the Vikings were held to just four points.
Nadine Kemp connected for eight
points to allow the Raiders to take a
16-13 lead into the locker room.
The Vikings immediately set the
tone in the second half with an effective defense while Hendricks sizzled
by triggering back-to-back 3-pointers from downtown and Dupont contributed two-points.
“I thought we really ran the offense
well,” said Hendricks. “The objective
was to get the ball into the post and then
to kick it out to the guard for the open
shot. I believe we did get most of our
points from the outside perimeter.”
With the game still very much in
balance in the fourth quarter, the Vikings continued to play solid defense
sparked by Courtney Harris, Murray
and Belk. Coming on strong was
Murray who got into the act and hit on
four of six from the stripe while
Hendricks, Harris and Hannan scored
two points each.
“We played tough defense and
Murray really came through with the
foul shots while they would not fall
for the rest of us,” explained
Hendricks. “Defensively, we wanted
to get the ball out of the hands of their
point guard as much as possible because she was the one who was hurting us the most. Once we cut her off
from the ball everything else fell into
place and, as you well know, good
defense wins games.”
Union Catholic
Keyport

9
8

4 12 10
8 7 8

35
31

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TAKING TOTAL CONTROL…Viking Brandon Brown leaves no doubt that he
controls the boards. Brown hauled down seven rebounds and scored six points to
help Union Catholic slide past Montclair Kimberly Academy, 59-56 in OT in the
Union Catholic Christmas Tournament.

Blue Devil Shaffer Places 3rd ESPERON NETS 14, PULLS 6 BOARDS
At Roselle Park Mat Tourney Viking Cagers Scoot Past
Westfield High School 152-lb jun- to claim fifth and teammate Dan
ior Andrew Shaffer placed third at the
Roselle Park Wrestling Tournament
on December 30. Shaffer led just a

Whitney also battled back to place
fifth at 171-lbs.
Misfortune befell Blue Devil Tom
DelDuca, seeded second, in
his 145-lb semifinal bout
with Jionni LaValle of
Hanover Park when he attempted a throw by, spin
behind takedown. When his
arm slipped on the throw
by, momentum caused a
shoulder separation and he
was unable to continue. Earlier, DelDuca won a 12-2,
majority decision over
Kingsley Viscara of
Morristown. LaValle went
on to win the title by pinning Bill Woodward of
Howell in 5:10.

TOP TEAM TOTALS:
1. Howell (H) 176, 2. Hanover
Park (HP) 154.5, 3. Roselle
David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
Park (RP) 141.5
JOSTLING…Blue Devil Tom DelDuca, left, jostles
CHAMPIONSHIP ROUND:
for leverage. See picture on page 12.
103: — Cody Forbes (H) p.
Mohammed Abelhady (West Milford
handful of Blue Devil wrestlers into [WM]), 5:13
the tournament that was won by 112: — Nick Serritella (HP) d. Joey
Howell with a total of 176. Hanover Langel (H), 8-6, OT
— Joe Blackford (RP) p. Dan Tomlin
Park, last year’s winner, placed sec- 119:
(WM), 3:04
ond with a total of 154.5 and host 125: — Dario Marcelli (HP) p. Ross
Roselle Park took third at 141.5.
Soares (RP), 2:55
Shaffer, seeded third, defeated Shaun 130: — Brian Swick (RP) tf Barry Gerara
[P]), 15-0, 4:29
Lynch of Howell, 5-2, in the opening (Piscataway
135: — Tom Tumindli (H) d. Terrance
round but learned a lesson in the semi- Williams-Park (P), 4-1
finals when he charged for a double-leg 140: — Frank Davis (Madison [M]) p.
takedown only to fall victim to a smooth Tom Russo (H), 5:59
— Jionni LaValle (HP) p. Bill Woodlateral drop in 5:10 by mat savvy Roselle 145:
ward (H), 5:10
Park Panther Troy MacDermant. Ear- 152: — Joe Troise (HP) d. Troy
lier in the bout, MacDermant had three MacDermant (RP), 6-2
takedowns and an escape and Shaffer 160: — McPaul Ogbonna (HP) p. John
Mocaluso (H), 1:33
had two escapes.
171: — Rob Damon (P) p. Pat Sheehan
Shaffer recovered to beat his (H), 5:20
Colonia opponent to take third while 189: — Chris Jones (P) p. Dan Trimbele
MacDermant lost, 6-2, in the finals to (M), 2:23
215: — Nico Somers (M) p. Anthony
Hanover Park’s Joe Troise.
Weiland (RP), 1:02
At 160-lbs, Mark Boyd lost his Hwt: — Rob Ragona (WM) p. Tom
opening round bout but battled back Ottalano (HP), 2:42

MKA Boys, 59-56, in OT
By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A steady, tenacious comeback in
the fourth quarter and overtime period on the part of the, 2-2 Union
Catholic High School boys basketball team resulted in a 59-56 victory
over Montclair Kimberly Academy
in the consolation game of the Union
Catholic Tournament in Scotch Plains
on December 30.
The Vikings shared the wealth and
were led by junior forward Chris
Esperon who netted a team-high 14
points and pulled down six rebounds.
Forward Matt Peters fired off six of his
13 points in overtime. Junior Obi
Nwizugeo banged in 13 and yanked
down eight rebounds and sophomore
guard Kristian Cortizo finished with
nine points and pulled down eight rebounds. Junior Brandon Brown put up
six points and had seven rebounds and
freshman guard Tony LaRocca totaled
four points, six assists and six rebounds.
Cougar star Greg Harbeck scored 17
points, including three 3-pointers.
“We are still a very young team but
they really stepped it up big time
against a very good team that is loaded
with quality shooters, so it was a
really sweet and a good win for us,”
said Viking Head Coach Jim Reagan.
“In the second half, we decided to
overplay their wings, apply pressure
and hoped to wear them down. I
thought we executed that rather well.
The team displayed maturity as they
game went on. I’m pleased with the
intensity and focus today. Obi
Nwizugbo came up huge for us. He
stayed out of foul trouble and was
able to be a big contributor in the
scoring column.”

The Cougars jumped to a 9-3 lead
in the first quarter but great board
work by LaRocca narrowed the lead
to 11-9 entering the second quarter
where LaRocca answered by hitting a
3-pointer. Nwizugeo added four and
Brown hit a jumper but MKA held a
22-19 lead at the half.
In the third quarter, Esperon unloaded seven points and Nzizugeo
added four. In the fourth quarter, the
Vikings contained MKA to 10 points
while netting 13 to tie the score. Peters nailed five free throws, Nwizugeo
had two buckets and Cortizo had three.
Although the Cougars were dazed
a bit when the Vikings scored five
unanswered points early in overtime,
they quickly recovered, led by
Harbeck’s 3-pointer, and clawed back
to tie the score, 56-56. However, on
the next sequence of plays, Nwizugeo
hauled down a rebound, sprinted the
length of the floor and hit the jumper
for two. With two seconds remaining,
Esperon controlled the rebound then
converted one of two from the stripe.
“It was a frustrating game for me
yesterday when I got into foul trouble,
so today I was happy to turn things
around,” said Nwizugeo. “In the second half, we really came out with lots
of intensity. There was no other option than to come out hard and go
with it and our guards were very
supportive of me.”
“It all came down to a defensive
battle at the end and who wanted it
more,” added Esperon. “We contained
their guards and applied awesome
pressure. It shows that this team has a
lot of heart and it feels good.”
MKA
Union Catholic

11 11 14 10 10 56
9 10 14 13 13 59

Visit us at burgdorff.com to see all our homes for sale.

In Westfield

If you’re thinking of selling…
SCOTCH PLAINS

$435,000

Immaculate Colonial with many updates and amenities. Featured are hardwood
floors, Central Air Conditioning, enclosed porch, first floor laundry and fenced
private backyard.

CRANFORD

$519,900

Great size! Nine large rooms with 9-foot ceilings, Family Room and Master
Bedroom addition and 2.5 baths. New Timberline roof. Short distance to
NYC transportation. Stainless steel appliances, Timberline roof, pavers and so
much more!

ﬁnd out why Burgdorff, ERA
listings in Westﬁeld and surrounding
towns on average sell for

higher*
than the rest of the MLS.
Contact a Burgdorff Professional today.
WESTFIELD

$529,000

Charming Ranch! Located close to school, town, shopping and NYC transportation. Stainless steel appliances, Timberline roof, pavers and so much more!

WESTFIELD

$649,900

A home in town! Consider this delightful Colonial charmer, blending the best
of old world with comforts of the new. Chestnut trim, hardwood floors, stained
glass windows and lead glass doors infuse this impeccable 4 Bedroom home.
Great location!

Extraordinary Professionals Exceeding Expectations.
* Based on the average list price/sale price ratios from GSMLS data for period 6/03-6/04
for Westﬁeld, Cranford, Fanwood, Garwood, Mountainside, Scotch Plains

For all your mortgage needs Call ERA Mortgage at 888-421-3813
WESTFIELD OFFICE • 600 North Avenue West • Westfield, NJ 07090 • (908) 233-0065
16 Offices Throughout New Jersey
Owned and Operated By NRT Incorporated
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Raider Wrestlers Place 2nd
At John Goles Tournament
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

fall to reach the finals.
“He’s aggressive, he’s strong as a
bull and he works out with Fabiano.
The more mat experience he has the
better he is going to be,” said Scholz.
Freshman Trevor Cannon took third
at 112-lbs by winning two of his three
bouts. After first pinning his Warren
Hills opponent, Cano dropped his
next bout but recovered to win the
next one, 5-4.
“He really needed that. It was his first
varsity win then, after losing, to come
back and win was good,” said Scholz.
Sal Gano grabbed a third place at
119-lbs, by recording a first period
fall then, after losing to eventual
champion Kris Sigafoos of Delaware
Valley, he added a third period fall
and a 12-2, majority decision.
After losing by fall in his first bout,
Dakiem Gaines recorded a second
period fall, an 8-3 decision and a 144, majority decision to place third at
130-lbs.
“A shoulder injury hindered him in
the first match but he came back to
beat the same kid for third,” noted
Scholz.
Anthony Ferrante placed third at
145-lbs. He recorded a first round fall
before being stuck on a quick call in
the semis, but he recovered to record

Jim O’Connor wwwNJSportPics.com for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PLAYING NEAR HOME TURF…Dallas Cowboy safety, Nathan Jones, No. 33,
a former Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School standout football player defends
against New York Giant receiver Dave Tyree, No. 85, in the game at Giants
Stadium on January 2.

UC Baseball Hall of Fame
Inducts Four New Members
The Union County Baseball Association will induct four new members
into the Union County Baseball Hall of
Fame during award ceremonies on
Sunday afternoon, February 13. The
four inductees will be honored for their
outstanding contributions to our national pastime on the baseball diamonds
of Union County.
Wayne Avery, Bob Brescher and
Frank Catale, all from Elizabeth, and
Paul Miller of New Providence will be
honored at the 69th Annual Hot Stove
League Dinner which begins at 1 p.m.
at the L’Affaire Banquet Center, 1099
Route 22 East, Mountainside. The dinner is sponsored by the Union County
Baseball Association, in cooperation
with the Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders and the Union County
Department of Parks and Recreation.
The special guest speaker at the
awards dinner will be former major
league outfielder Paul Blair, who had a
distinguished career with the Baltimore Orioles and the New York Yankees during the 1960s and 1970s.
“We’re very pleased to have Paul
Blair as a guest speaker at this year’s
Hot Stove League Awards Dinner,”
said Freeholder Chairman Rick Proctor. “We hope that family members and
friends of all the award recipients will
enjoy the Sunday afternoon ceremonies and support youth baseball and
the new inductees into the Union
County Baseball Hall of Fame.”
Tickets for the dinner are $35, with
proceeds going to help fund the Union

Raider Boys, Girls Top
Highlander Swimmers

County Summer Youth Baseball
League for youngsters 8 to 15 years,
and the Fall Teen League.
Since 1937, the annual Hot Stove
League Dinner has been the primary
fund-raising effort for the Union County
Baseball Association’s summer and fall
programs. Over the years, the awards
dinner has honored many local and
national baseball luminaries – including Phil Rizzuto of Hillside, Jeff
Torborg of Mountainside, Willie Wilson of Summit, Joe Collins of Union,
Jake Wood of Elizabeth, and Elliott
Maddox of Union. In addition to the
new Hall of Fame inductees, the Hot
Stove League Baseball Dinner will also
honor a number of young athletes and
local baseball teams for their achievements in 2004.
Tickets to the 69th Annual Union
County Baseball Association Hot Stove
League Dinner on February 13 are available for $35 and may be obtained by
calling (908) 527-4910.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School boys and girls swimming
teams easily defeated the Governor
Livingston squads on January 3.
The Raider boys won 112-51 and
the Raider girls won 111-59.
BOYS RESULTS:
50 free: Dave Hauptman (S) 23.52
100 free: Mike Miller (S) 54.81
200 free: Miller (S) 2:04.92
500 free: D. Hauptman (S) 5:44.08
100 breast: John Denby (GL) 1:08.13
100 fly: Mike Sheffield (S) 57.5
100 back: Steve Rubino (GL) 1:00.43
200 IM: Mike Fargna (S) 2:21.34
200 free relay: S (Jon Feeley, m. Miller,
Fargna, Sheffield) 1:32.42
400 free relay: S (Miller, Fargna, Dan
Nieto, Sheffield) 3:53.68
200 medley relay: G (Rubino, Denby,
Craig Bostwick, Matt Bocian) 1:50.05
GIRLS’ RESULTS:
50 free: Jillian Murphy (S) 25.78
100 free: Amanda Cameron (S) 57.31
200 free: Melissa Helock (S) 2:02.87
500 free: Helock (S) 5:34.31
100 breast: Becca Fox (S) 1:13.99
100 fly: Murphy (S) 1:05.03
100 back: MJ Pijanowski (GL) 1:06.59
200 IM: Cameron (S) 2:18.69
200 free relay: S (Murphy, Kristen
Henkels, Mary Henkels, Cameron)
1:46.58
400 free relay: S (Brittany Larkin, Kate
Kosenick, Fox, Helock) 4:00.27
200 medley relay: S (Mary Henkels,
Fox, Murphy, Cameron) 1:57.58

Vikings Fall, 36-31,
To Tiger Hoop Girls
The Union Catholic High School
girls’ basketball team fell victim to
South Plainfield, 36-31, in the first
round of the J.P. Stevens Tournament
in Edison. Leslie Hendricks poured in
18 points for the Vikings while Danielle
Arndt scored 14 points for the victorious 3-0 Tigers.
Union Catholic
South Plainfield

11
4

8 6 6
9 13 10

an 11-1, majority decision and a 105 decision.
“He got stuck for a quick second
and the referee did a quick slap,” Scholz
described. “His shots are great. He’s
good on top. He’s pulling things together. He’s stepped up several steps.”
Scholz added, “I’m happy with
everything. We are working with our
new guys, to get them structured. I
feel very confident.”
TEAM SCORES:
1. Delaware Valley (D) 174.5, 2. Scotch
Plains-Fanwood (SP) 159.5, 3. Warren
Hills (WH) 138, 4. West Morris (WM) 117,
5. Millburn (M) 107, 6. Edison (E) 98, 7.
Sparta (Sa), 8. Newton (N) 81.5, 9. Pope
John (P) 59
WEIGHT SEQUENCE:
103: — Dan Kelly (D) tf. Chris Cholish
(WM), 15-0, 3:26
112: — Rick Chandler (M) d. Anthony
Koert (P), 9-3
119: — Kris Sigafoos (D) d. Greg Schvey
(M), 12-5
125: — J.C. Bandiero (E) d. Nick LaFevre
(D), 2-0
130: — Eli Blabut (P) d. John Connelly
(N), 11-9
135: — S. Mineo (SP) d. Chris Kelly (D), 5-2
140: — Seth Podhoretz (M) d. Pat Mineo
(SP), 8-5
145: — Jason Sabino (WM) d. Joe
DeFillippis (WH), 10-9
152: — C.J. Inglin (D) d. Phil Takas (Sa), 11-6
160: — Pete Hornung (WM) md. Matt
Slaughter (D), 14-4
171: — Mike Roselle (Sa) md. Matt Carr
(D), 14-4
189: — Kyle Frey (WH) p. Ed Kidney (E), 1:58
215: — Dave Sbriscia (WH) p. Nick
Giannaci (SP), 2:53
Hwt: — Marc Fabiano (SP) p. Pete
Zaminski (Sa), 3:42

CLASSIC PINBALL WIZARD?…Dave Corbin, left, Sports Editor/Assistant
Publisher of The Westfield Leader and The Times tests his skills on a pinball
machine before purchasing it as pinrescue owner Russ Snyder gets a chuckle.
Snyder, who has his shop in Lambertville restores, sells and delivers classic
electro-mechanical pinball machines and has a fine website at www.pinrescue.com.

Cager Adam Turner Breaks
1,000 Points at Bard College
Former Westfield High School
(WHS) basketball player Adam
Turner, a junior at Bard College in
Kingston, NY, recently became a
member of the 1,000-point club in
college men’s varsity basketball. He
became the fourth Bard Raptor in
school history to attain that plateau.
Last year, Turner experienced a
season-ending eye injury with nine
games remaining in the season. As he
attempted to intercept a pass, he
caught an elbow that shattered his
orbital lobe and broke his nose.

Turner took five months to recover
but still had no guarantee that he
would regain his vision to its capacity. He missed three weeks from
classes but still maintained his grades.
Turner, a literature and creative
writing major, has a flare for the media and can be heard on campus hosting two sports talk radio shows with
teammates. This past summer, he
pursued his aspirations of being a
broadcast journalist by attending an
eight-week session at the Connecticut School of Broadcasting.
While at WHS, Turner wrote sports
articles for The Westfield Leader and
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.

WF’s DiLeo Leads
Pingry Cagers to Title

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FACING OFF AT CENTER MAT…Blue Devil Andrew Shaffer, right, and
Roselle Park Panther Troy MacDermant match strategies in the neutral position
during their 152-lb semifinal bout in the Roselle Park Tournament.

See it all on the web in color . . .

www.goleader.com

Westfield resident Julianne DiLeo,
a junior at Pingry School in
Martinsville, has been selected to the
All-Tournament Team of the Big Blue
Holiday Basketball Tournament held
recently. The All-Tournament Team
is composed of the most valuable
player from each team participating
in the tournament.
The Pingry girls varsity team won
the
tournament,
outscoring
Morristown-Beard in the title game,
56-27.DiLeo, a guard, scored a gamehigh 20 points in the game and also
led her team in overall scoring for the
tournament.
Earlier this year, DiLeo was named
to the National All-Star Basketball
Team of the Youth Basketball of
America, where her regional travel
team, the New Jersey Shining Stars,
was undefeated and won the national
title. The Shining Stars also has won
the New Jersey AAU State Championship for the past two years.

www.goleader.com
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Coldwell Banker®, Since 1906, America's Premier Real Estate Company

C ongratulations

Hye-Young Choi
#1 Realtor in the Westfield Office 1994-2003
NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award
Gold: 1987-2001, Platinum: 2002, 2003
Visit me at my website:
www.Realtor.com
www.coldwellbankermoves.com/hye-young.choi
email: hye-young@att.net

Weic he r t

Contact Hye-Young Choi Today for the Perfect Home!

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, January 9th • 1-4 PM
821 Grant Avenue, Westfield

Weic he r t

Weichert

Gina Suriano Barber

Frank D. Isoldi

Faith Maricic

Coldwell Banker has been helping families buy and sell homes for nearly a century.
Since 1986, the Westfield Office has been recognized as one of the best in the
nation. These are three of our agents who exemplify our commitment to the highest
standards of professionalism, integrity and service.
Westfield Office
209 Central Avenue
(908) 233-5555

Coldwell Banker Mortgage Services
1-888-317-5416
The fastest, simplest, most convenient way home

© 2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark of Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT, Inc.

Weic he r t

Open House: Sunday 1/9 12-4PM

Julianne DiLeo
PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
PLANNING BOARD
Notice is hereby given that the PLANNING BOARD OF THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD after public hearing on December 15, 2004 granted approval to Brian
& Marilyn Taylor to erect an above-ground
swimming pool on the property at 5
Deborah Way, Fanwood, New Jersey being Block 41, Lot 25.
Documents pertaining to this application are available for public inspection at
Borough Hall during normal business
hours.
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Taylor
5 Deborah Way
Fanwood, New Jersey 07023
1 T - 1/6/05, The Times
Fee: $16.83

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
PLANNING BOARD

Ready to move in! This stunning new home offers 4/5 bedrooms, 3 1/2 baths, kitchen with granite counters,
alcove eating area featuring French doors to the rear yard and adjacent family room with wood burning
fireplace. The dining room w/illuminated tray ceiling, crown molding and chair rail. The large master
bedroom has a master bath w/ceramic tiled floor, separate shower, whirlpool bath. Vanities with granite
top, hardwood floors throughout, High Efficiency Energy Star Program Heat/Air, nine foot ceilings on first
floor, Anderson casement windows, 30 year Timberline roof, and Copper plumbing. WSF1119 $800,000

WESTFIELD OFFICE
209 CENTRAL AVENUE
908-233-5555, EXT. 169
DIRECT LINE: 908-301-2015

WESTFIELD . . . This home is situated on a wonderful tree lined street
and boasts a large welcoming foyer inviting you into a spacious living
room with a woodburning fireplace. Leaded glass doors open to a
bright & cozy den/family room. Completing the 1st floor is a formal
dining room which leads to an updated eat-in kitchen, with access to a
half bath & features beautiful french doors overlooking a private fenced
yard. The 2nd level hosts 3 bedrooms and a full bath. DIR: E. Broad to
N. Chestnut Lt on Maye #657 $579,000 (052009965)

weichert.com

Call For
More Information!

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

©2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark of Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT, Inc.

Invite Kathy in,
and she’ll bring results!

Kathleen Alagna
weichert.com
WESTFIELD OFFICE / 185 Elm Street / 908-654-7777

Notice is hereby given that the PLANNING BOARD OF THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD after public hearing on December 15, 2004 granted approval to
Churchill Asset Management for a minor
subdivision to the property at 106 Woodruff Place, Fanwood, New Jersey being
Block 20, Lot 23.
Documents pertaining to this application are available for public inspection at
Borough Hall during normal business
hours.
Robert H. Kraus, Esq.
Leib, Kraus, Grispin & Roth
328 Park Avenue, PO Box 310
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076-0310
For
Churchill Asset Management
2394 Waldheim Avenue
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076
1 T - 1/6/05, The Times
Fee: $20.91

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF
EXTRAORDINARY UNSPECIFIABLE
SERVICES BY THE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
CONTRACTOR: Commerce National
Insurance Services; 215 Main Street;
CN 2017; Toms River, New Jersey
NATURE OF SERVICE: Appointed as
Risk Management Consultant.
DURATION: Year 2005
AMOUNT: $27,196.
THE RESOLUTION AND CONTRACT
FOR SAME ARE ON FILE IN THE OFFICE OF THE TOWNSHIP CLERK.
Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk
1 T - 1/6/05, The Times
Fee: $15.81
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First Marking Period Distinguished and Regular Honor Roll Students
Announced by Westfield High School Principal Dr. Robert Petix
WESTFIELD – Westfield High
School Principal Dr. Robert Petix
announced the First Marking Period
Honor Roll for the 2004-2005 school
year.
For the classes of 2005 (currently
in the 12th grade), 2006 (11th graders), and 2007 (10th graders), a student must attain all “A”s in major
subjects and no grade below “B” in
any minor subject for inclusion on
the Distinguished Honor Roll or a
grade of “A” or “B” in all subjects,
major or minor, for inclusion on the
Regular Honor Roll.
Beginning with the Class of 2008,
determination of inclusion on the
Regular Honor Roll will be based on
all subject grade point average (GPA),
with no grade lower than “B” (3.75 to
4.0) for Distinguished Honor Roll
and no grade lower than “B” (3.50 to
3.74) for Regular Honor Roll.
DISTINGUISHED HONOR ROLL
GRADE 9 – 137 STUDENTS
Timothy Adamcik Melanie Jackson
Jessica Anderson
Michael Kane
Alexandra Annis
Allison Kehler
Marlee Austin
Angela Kerins
Erin Bange
Ross Kleiman
Jeremy Bender
Kaitlin Kominsky
Claire Bennett
Tim Kuehn
Danielle Bercovicz Alison Lambert
Anusuya Bharadwaj Matthew Loughlin
Matthew Blutfield Toni Ma
Kristen Boersig
Benjamin Maimon
Laryssa Borkowsky Daniel Markowski
Lauren Brachman Rebecca McNulty
Jennifer Brotman Pratik Mehta
Nina Brownstone
Michael Melillo
Caitlin Burke
Holly Messina
Emma Byer
Katherine Meylor
Jennifer Calello
Ariel Mone
Andrew Calvaruso Kimberly Morawski
Jessica Campo
Marissa Mumford
Scott Camuto
Ravi Netravali
Alex Chaves
Michael Nika
Samantha Chu
Christina Obiajulu
Catherine Cognetti Ellen O’Brien
Christina Cognetti Gabrielle O’Leary
Elise Colasanti
Anne O’Neill
Jordana Confino
Aditi Parekh
Caitlin Corkery
Alexandra Pecora
Kyle Cortley
Marissa Perch
Emily Cozzi
Maya Pincus
Barbara D’Agosto Stephanie Pinheiro
Joshua David
Carolyn Raphael
Melvin Diep
Andrew Realmuto
Alison Donohue
Josephine Reinhardt
Kerriann Dooley
Bena Reiter
Benjamin Dornfeld Crista Ricci
Katherine Douglas Stephanie Rowe
Connor Doyle
Tessa Schaaf
Rose Driscoll
Sari Schwartz
Evan Einstein
Erin Scialabba
William Eisenberg Kevin Shallcross
Elizabeth Engel
Jessica Sheft-Ason
Michele Eniclerico Megan Sherman
Craig Esposito
Deborah Siegel
John Falzon
Melissa Souto
Matthew Feniger
Rachel Ann St. Lifer
Renee Ferio
Patrick Stanley
Bryan Fitzpatrick Jacqueline Sull
Vincent Fitzpatrick Kelli Sullivan
Lauren Frankfort Liane Sullivan

Evan Friedman
Danielle Tepper
Melissa Gallagher Lindsay Tishberg
Lynne Ganley
Christine Tolias
Shayna Gearhart
Ann-Marie Valentine
Matthew Gelmetti Joseph Vall-Llobera
William Geltzeiler Melissa Virzi
Matthew Gralla
Lindsay Walsh
Aidan Granstrand Cindy Wang
Rachel Gray
Daniela Weiner
Britta Greene
Hannah Weisman
Peter Griesmer
Kristian Wendel
Elizabeth Harbaugh John Wilt
Jessica Harmer
Cathryn Wincester
Agustina Healy
Domenick Wissel
Caitlin Hewett
Matthew Wolski
Jonathan Holt
Tianyou Xu
Alexandria Hurtt
Katharine Young
Neil Huskey
Eric Zagorski
Xinyi Zhang

REGULAR HONOR ROLL
GRADE 9 – 68 STUDENTS
Lindsey Archambault Ryan Kuppersmith
Stephen Aswad
Cathrine Levandowski
Ben Baron
Pamela Marks
William Bertoni
Julia Medzhitova
Lauren Brunhofer Christopher Miller
Gil Scott Chapman Robert Miller
Marlena Cortese
Charlotte Mullan
Stephanie Cortinhal Haley Mustard
Leigh Couture
Katie O’Connor
Julie Daurio
Kevin Paul
Michael Dibble
Evan Porch
Christopher Franks Ioanna Protogiannis
Nicholas Fusaro
Alice Pyo
Olympia Gaglioti
Stephanie Quinton
Brittney Gallagher Michael Rediker
Rachel Ganz
Mark Reimlinger
Katie Goellner
Rebecca Reyman
Luke Granstrand Jorie Richlin-Zack
Jared Greene
Ellen Scariati
Alexander Greenspan Roshni Shah
Diane Hagmann
Allison Sharkey
Elizabeth Hawkins Danielle Shoback
Mila Heneck
Anna Smith
Salonia Henry
Vincent Spinelli
Brandon Heroux
Daniel Strauss
James Hooper-Hamersley Julia Valentin
Lauren Huff
Brittany Van Sickle
David Hyslip
Roshan Vijayakumar
Rachel Iannazzone Arielle Wegbreit
Christine Kandigian Caitlin Whitlock
Jaclyn Kirna
Kirsten Woodfield
Kristen Koepfler
Suzanne Yavuz
Alexander Kopp
Trevor Yee
Stephanie Korunow Lisa Zavetz

DISTINGUISHED HONOR ROLL
GRADE 10 – 12 STUDENTS
Luc Charansonney
Kathryn Cronen
Kristen Dilzell
Lindsay Goldberg
Kate Kovalenko
Neha Limaye

Nathan Margolin
Courtney Phillips
Matthew Renart
Melanie Schor
Satya Tagat
Alexander Wronski

REGULAR HONOR ROLL
GRADE 10 – 215 STUDENTS
Randi Ackerman
Amy Altszuler
Aubrey Ambinder
Eric Ammermuller
Kimberly Angus
Kaitlyn Anness
Sara Anthony
Philip Anton
John Attanasio
Bryan Austin
Stephanie Baeder
Luke Baran
Nicholas Barba
Jeremy Barnes
Brian Bayne

Matthew Leonard
Joseph Linares
Mary Kate Luker
Alyssa Lund
Claire Macdonald
Thomas Malaspina
Michael Marks
Christopher Mattes
Kevin Maus
Natalia Mavrogiannis
Patrick McCabe
Erin McCarthy
Lauren McCurdy
Maria McDermott
Amanda McQuade

Amy Behr
Daniel Bellovin
Mark Boyd
Gregory Boyle
Emily Bregman
Lindsay Brown
Zachary Brown
Beth Budnick
Jessica Cain
Andrew Cantor
Patrina Caruana
Julia Cederroth
Brian Checchio
Lingbo Chen
Chloe Cherin
Christopher Chou
Theodore Chou
Stephanie Christiano
Matthew Ciarrocca
Kimberly Cifuentes
Anthony Cocuzza
Catherine Cordeiro
Tracy Dalton
Tara Daly
Jennifer Danielsson
Seth Davidson
Connor Davis
Emily DeRosa
Nicole Di Benedetto
Daniel Di Fabio
Amanda Diaz
Ashley Dunnan
Aaron Eisenberg
Casey Elkoury
Samaa El-Sherbeini
Christopher Engel
Felicia Erlich
Elizabeth Falzon
Rachael Feeney
Jonathan Fichter
Jonathan Finkel
Nicole Finkel
Alena Fleming
Andrew Ford
Remi Formal
Alexander Forstenhausler
Claire Fox
Joshua Friedman
Sheri Friedman
Jason Frost
Kelly Furlong
Angelina Garneva
Sarah Garry
Emily Gee
Kelly Gelber
Patrick Gessner
Jana Goldfarb
Andrew Goldman
Marissa Goldner
Ilene Goodman
William Harbaugh
Matthew Harris
Zachary Harris
Kelly Ann Hausseguy
Ying He
Stephen Heine
Leanne Hewit
Timothy Hou
Maureen Hughes
Christine Isabella
Timothy Jacob
Daniel Johnson
Madeline Joyce
Daniel Kahaner
Christopher Kalis
Edward Kane
Gillian Kape
Anya Kaplan
Ilana Kaplan
Melanie Kaufhold
Daniel Kehler
Meredith Kender
Erika Kettleson

Rebecca McQuade
Harrison Mercado
Georgia Mierswa
Katherine Morgan
Alexander Mucci
Caitlin Murphy
Jeffrey Mysel
Natalie Narotzky
Jesse Natale
Rachel Newberg
Jaclyn Nicoll
Julienne Niemiera
Roberto Olivares
Kevin O’Rourke
Caitlyn Oster
Sean Palme
Thomas Parkinson
Andrew Patel-Schneider
Emily Perry
Tara Picaro
Olivia Pomann
Michael Porch
Catherine Porta
Jarret Przybylski
Colleen Psomas
Andric Quackenbush
Shanna Quackenbush
Sarah Queller
Ellen Ramage
Jonathan Ramalho
Stephanie Raphael
Daniella Regencia
Nicole Reich
Glenn Romano
Nathaniel Roquet
Adam Rubin
Ryan Salmon
Lindsey Ann Sauerwein
Elizabeth Scanlon
Joseph Schurig
Ian Schwartz
William Schwartz
Matan Shavit
John Thomas Sheehan
Julie Ann Shelman
Marlena Sheridan
Daniel Shorrock
John-William Sidhom
Allison Simon
Hope Skibitsky
Leanne Skorge
Arielle Smelkinson
Brendan Smith
Bryan Smith
Darrell Ann Smith
Jacqueline Snyder
Jesse Solomon
Brent Souders
Jamie Steiner
Caroline Steller
Jack Sternal
Jacob Stevens-Haas
Thomas Stewart
Virginia Stroup
Katherine Taylor
Julie Tiedrich
Suzanne Toriello
John Trimble
Andrew Turitz
William Uhr
Alex Vanarelli
Nicole Vendetti
Michael Venezia
Michael Verrier
Ted Vincett
Samantha Vitale
Jason Waks
Scott Warner
Josh Wasserman
Linda Wat
Francesca Welham
Robert Whitehead
Maxwell Wieder

Emily Kieczykowski Molly Williams
Stephen Kielar
Ayn Carlee Wisler
Elizabeth Kline
Charles Woehr
Bryan Knapp
Cassandra Wright
Anna Koehler
Tiffany Yang
Julia Korn
Caroline Yost
Edward Langer
Gabriel Yukon
Jennifer Laspata
Benjamin Zakarin
Brian Lee
Aron Zavaro
Chloe Zeitounian

DISTINGUISHED HONOR ROLL
GRADE 11 –18 STUDENTS
Kevin Anderson
Kaitlin Gorman
Dana Barrasso
Erik Jacobsen
Miriam Becker-Cohen Jaclyn Lack
Stephen Caprario Rachel Leopold
Lisa Chen
Jason Rea
Christine Deserio
Emily Singer
Gianna DiFrancesco Jennifer Sipe
Alissa Eisenberg
Michael Yee
Diana Goodman
Yuchen Zhang

REGULAR HONOR ROLL
GRADE 11 –179 STUDENTS
David Ackerman
Matthew Kamel
Casey Ackermann Alexander Kao
Kristin Aguero
Jason Kealy
Yasemin Alev
Michael Kenny
Lisa Aliche
Lindsay Kleiman
Katharine Anderson Lauren Koepfler
James Arbes
Angelina Kozak
Joshua Barer
Emma Laird
Lauren Bentivegna Jennifer Ann Lane
Norite Bercovicz
Guglielmo Laurenzi
Caitlyn Berkowitz Hanna Lee
Lee Bernstein
Andrew Lent
Nikki-Lee Birdsey Matthew Leong
Maurice Blackmon Caroline Leung
Kevin Block
Feng Kevin Liang
Thomas Bottini
Jessica Lipschutz
George Braun
Caitlin Lisooey
Nicholas Brownstone Rachael Louie
Andrew Brunhofer Caroline Luppescu
Brian Burdulia
Jonathan Maimon
Christopher Byrne Jonathan Massa
Dylan Calvert
Joann Mathew
Megan Camillo
Kaitlin McGovern
Jonathan Chananie Anna McGrath
Rachel Charatan
Daniel McGrory
Abby Chazanow
Matthew Melino
Raymond Chen
Marilyn Mench
Justin Chou
Chelsea Mendoza
Jeanine Clark
Jennifer Metz
Katherine Clark
Lauren Miceli
Emily Cleaves
Kimberly Milan
Jesse Cohn
Samantha Miller
Janice Colbert
Lauren Mitchell
Maura Connolly
Samantha Mooney
Alexandra Cortese Thomas Morabito
Samantha Coulson Jessica Moskowitz
Ashley Cunningham Robert Mroz
Patrick Daurio
Kyle Murray
Brian Debbie
Ravenna Neville
Katherine DeProspero Victor Nolasco
Kevin Devaney
Thomas O’Brien
Lindsey Devlin
Carly Oliff
Sarah Dobson
Jillian Olsen
Giovanna Olivia Pafumi
Timothy Dohm
Monica Doss
Sarah Patankar
Aris Doutis
Steven Pazdro
Monica Dreyer
Jeffrey Perrella
Diana Dunnan
Kara Petersen
Jane Eilbacher
Annie Peyton
Lindsay Elbaum
Christopher Pinheiro
Craig Ellis
Courtney Pogue
Salvatore Esposito Peter Protogiannis
Laura Fernandez
Alexandra Psyhojos
Kristina Fietkiewicz James Pullicino
Vincent Fiorino
Caitlin Reilly
Christine Fitzpatrick Luke Ricci
Marykate Flannery Thomas Ricciuti
Allison Fleder
Elizabeth Riddle

Kerilyn Foley
S. Kaitlin Rogers
Michael Fontenelli Steven Royston
Courtney Fox-Sherman Jayne Ruotolo
Clare Frattarola
Richard Scialabba
Daniel Freire
Eric Scrudato
Thomas Fringer
Andrew Shaffer
Danielle Frogley
Benjamin Shiffman
Lucy Fromtling
David Scott Shottland
Alan Futran
Brittany Simone
John Gagliano
Lauren Sinnenberg
Christopher Gallego Rachel Smith
Jesse Garfinkel
Matthew Snowden
Pierce Gaynor
Zal Spialter
Sarah Gerber
Sarah St. Lifer
Joshua Gerckens
Thomas Hewit Taylor
Jeffrey Goldstein
Jeffrey Thomashow
Diana Goodman
Alan Tso
Andrea Gordon
Rachel Barri Tucker
Jessica Graham
Evan Vanarelli
Erica Greene
Mary Walsh
Amanda Gross
Tad Walsh
Ryan Gundrum
Matthew Waters
Ben Harel
Jacqueline Wendel
Lauren Heffernan Kevin Wicks
Eric Hewitt
Colin Willard
Meaghan Higgins Jeremy Wolf
James Hoban
Tianyu Anny Wu
Jillian Hobson
Brian Thomas Yee
Benjamin Holt
Julie Ann Zenarosa
Katherine Jarmas Jennifer Zhu
Kristopher Kagan Alex Zierler
Samantha Zucker

DISTINGUISHED HONOR ROLL
GRADE 12 –27 STUDENTS
Susanna Baranchuk Taylor Mulvee
Evan Bilheimer
Hillary Nicoll
Christina Cordeiro Tara O’Donohue
Gilad Edelman
Giovanna Palatucci
Lauren Eisenberg Elizabeth Purcell
Jessie Elkoury
David Reinhardt
Christine Ellis
Lindsay Seagull
Scott Fishberg
Neda Simaika
Meaghan Fitzpatrick Kayli Spialter
Camille Hausheer Christine Stirrat
Alexandra Hermann Justin Tullo
Meisha Hill
Alec Wasserman
John Kerr
Benjamin Wieder
Tammy Zurawa

REGULAR HONOR ROLL
GRADE 12 –197 STUDENTS
Michael Adamcik
Michael Agresta
John Aleksandravicius
John Paul Bartolomeo
Lisa Basile
Jeffrey Bayne
Michael Beil
Jeremy Berk
Amy Bernstein
Brooke Bernstein
Diego Betancourt
Gabrielle Blitz
Matthew Boyle
Jake Brandman
Samuel Brenner
Stephanie Bridgman
Wesley Brockway
Alexandria Brummell
George Bucci
Kara Buonocore
Leah Burke
Jacqueline Burns
Lauren Campo
Darek Candelore
Caroline Cariste
Natasha Carlos
Rachel Carr
Rebecca Cass
Jordan Cassidy
Gene Chen
Allison Clancy

Elizabeth MacKay
Emily Rose MacNeil
Ryan Madaras
Brendan Mahoney
Nicholas Malaspina
John Marks
Bridget Martucci
Sarah Masel
Rebecca Mason
Kristen Materek
Corey Matrisciano
Mary McCall
Joshua McMahon
Erin McCloskey
Suzanne Merkelson
Jared Messina
Sara Metwaly
Corey Milloy
Ashley Molson
Michelle Morawski
Joel Nemec
Barrett Newell
Katherine Newingham
Lindsay Newman
Lauren Nolan
Katharine Okamoto
Michael Oliff
Annie Onishi
Brian Oxman
Angela Parisi
Brett Paulan

Kyle Clarke
Jeffrey Pazdro
Garrett Cockren
Rebecca Perch
David Cognetti
Sarah Perch
Amanda Cohen
Amanda Pokol
Lyndsay Couture
Taylor Porter
Ashley Current
Bryan Power
Brent Davis
Emily Printz
Urmi Dedhiya
Lauren Purdy
Lindsay Degiralamo Dina Ragab
Leah Di Matteo
Patrick Rizk
Amanda Dickson
Alison Beth Rodino
Mark Doss
Jessica Ropars
Athina Doutis
Abigail Rosenstein
Jeffrey Dresely
Gregory Ryan, Jr.
Jamie Elbaum
Gregory Salmon
Shaun Elwell
John Sawicki
Katherine Fahrenthold Willa Schaefer
Michael Fantini
William Schoenbach
Jenna Federgreen Jessica Schor
Allison Feldman
Rebecca Schulman
Michael Feniger
Kelly Seib
Patrick Fleming
Ashley Seitz
Megan Fowler
Kirsten Selert
Courtney Franko
Ryan Shallcross
Danielle Fried
Sasha Sharif
Laura Gabriel
Emily Sheehan
Lauren Gelmetti
Anne Siwulec
Deanna Goldner
Andrew Skoller
Paul Goldweitz
Bryan Skorge
Ashton Golembo
Katherine Smith
Justin Goncalves
Lisa Smythe
Rachel Gordon
Dana Brett Spass
Julia Gormley
Amanda Spector
Michael Gorski
Brian Stotter
Melissa Graham
Robin Streit
Julie Gralla
Elizabeth Strickland
Emily Rose Greenberg Monica Sull
Jeffrey Greenlaw
Brendan Sullivan
James Hanas
Jessica Sussman
Mark Harbaugh
Jonathan Tannenbaum
Monica Harris
Maxwell Thomas
Marie-Claire Hausseguy Mikala Tidswell
Rachel Hawkins
Allison Tiedrich
Max Heitner
David Torres
Christopher Hild
Thomas Tresnan
Christopher Tropeano
Katelyn Hoens
Peter Hrinewski
Allison Turitz
Richard Hughes
Megan Valenti
Bryan Kahn
John Velasco
Christopher Velderman
Charles Kalis
Brian Kender
Brittany Vella
Edward Kerins
Bailey Verdone
Valerie Kerr
Brian Waters
Christy King
Jacqueline Weidman
Sarah Klass
Elizabeth Werner
Henry Koehler
Thomas White, 4th
Perri Jana Koll
Lauren Wincester
Rebecca Korn
Michael Woods
Sam Kramer
Qiaozi Yang
Edward Kramhowski Anne Yingling
Jeremy Krell
Sean Young
Matthew Kukis
Ashley Yuro
Michelle Kuppersmith Zoe Zachariades
Sara Lesko
Michael Zahler
Andrew Levy
Lorena Zamarelli
Abigail Lewis
Lisa Zhang
Alyson Ludmer
Dana Zichlin
Nicole Zubizarreta

Clarification
Terrill Middle School in
Scotch Plains inadvertently omitted the name of student Wesley
Morrison in the Eighth Grade
Regular Honor Roll for the First
Marking Period in time for the
newspapers’ press deadline.

Goods & Services You Need!
AUTO REPAIR

ELM STREET
SERVICE CENTER
Complete Auto Repair
Foreign & Domestic
NJ State Inspection
• Emission Repair Facility
• Tune-ups & Batteries
• A/C Service
• Tires & Brakes
Auto
Care
• Road Service
Center
138 Elm St • Westfield
908-232-1937

WESTFIELD LIMO TRANS CORP
from Westfield • Garwood • Cranford
Scotch Plains / Fanwood
to NWK Airport
$
.00

25

Scotch Plains / Fanwood
to JFK - LAG
$
.00

Van Slightly Higher

908-654-1140

75

plus tolls

1-866-795-TAXI

Ceramic Tile & Marble
Carpentry, Plaster
General Home Repairs

Kitchens & Baths

732-340-0320

Serving Union Co. for over 15 years

Advertise Your Business or
Service In This Space.
For rates call
the Advertising Department:

T: 908.232.4407
F: 908.232.0473
sales@goleader.com

Serving Ocean &
Monmouth Counties

“The Proven Leader At The Shore”
1805 Route 35
Pt. Pleasant Beach, NJ 08742

Office: 732-714-7900 Ext. 112
Sales & Vacation Rentals

E-Mail: jdevine@childers-re.com
www.childers-re.com

Joseph P. Devine
Sales Associate
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PIANO LESSONS

TEACHING SINCE 1970
(908) 889-4095
COMPUTER HOME SERVICE

Free Estimate at your house. PC
& Mac repair, upgrades, virus
removal, software, wireless
installations. Call Katie & Mark
(908) 494-5409
WEIGHTS DESIRED

Looking for fixed, solid 25-lb, 30lb, 65-lb, 70-lb, dumbells.
Please call Dave Corbin at:
(908) 232-4407
EDUCATION ALLIANCE…On December 13, the On The Run convenience
store, located at the Exxon at 2360 South Avenue in Scotch Plains, celebrated its
grand opening. In attendance, pictured left to right, are: Dr. David Heisey,
Principal of Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School; Scotch Plains Mayor Martin
Marks, Waheed Khalid, owner of On The Run; Warren Kimber, 3rd, Chief
Executive Officer of Kimber Petroleum, and Chris Bono of Unity Bank. As part
of Exxon’s Educational Alliance Program, Dr. Heisey was presented with a $500
donation by Mr. Khalid.

Woman’s Club to Hear
Talk on Procrastination
FANWOOD – Jamie Novak, a longtime professional stylist and owner of
Life U Love, will speak to the
Woman’s Club of Fanwood on
Wednesday, January 12, on “Overcoming Procrastination.”
Ms. Novak will share her insights
into why people put off doing what
needs to be done and provide tips on
how to master these pitfalls.
PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
PLANNING BOARD
Notice is hereby given that the PLANNING BOARD OF THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD after public hearing on December 15, 2004 granted approval to Mr.
& Mrs. Joseph McEvoy for an addition to
the property at 1 Graybar Terrace,
Fanwood, New Jersey being Block 39, Lot
47.
Documents pertaining to this application are available for public inspection at
Borough Hall during normal business
hours.
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph McEvoy
1 Graybar Terrace
Fanwood, New Jersey 07023
1 T - 1/6/05, The Times
Fee: $27.32

PUBLIC NOTICE

The program will take place at
12:30 p.m. at the Fanwood Presbyterian Church. A social period with
refreshments will precede Ms.
Novak’s talk, and there will be an
opportunity to ask questions afterwards. Attendees should come to the
Marian Avenue entrance of the church.
The Woman’s Club of Fanwood
will soon celebrate its 75th anniversary as a member of the New Jersey
State Federation of Women’s Clubs
and the National Federation of
Women’s Clubs.
For more information about the
Woman’s Club of Fanwood or this
particular program, please call Barbara Couphos at (908) 322-7892.
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
BUILDING DEPARTMENT
Effective immediately, The Westfield
Building Department’s Wednesday
evening hours are from 4:30 PM to 7:00
PM.
Kenneth Marsh, Town Engineer.
2 T - 1/6/05
& 1/13/05, The Leader
Fee: $18.36

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PUBLIC NOTICE

RESOLUTION

NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY
THE BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

WHEREAS, the Township of Scotch
Plains will require the services of a Township Attorney during 2005; and
WHEREAS, the funds are available for
this purpose; and
WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts
Law (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1, et seq.) requires
that the resolution authorizing the award
of a contract for professional services without competitive bids must be publicly advertised;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Council of the
Township of Scotch Plains, Union County,
New Jersey, that Douglas W. Hansen,
Esq.,1824 Front Street, Scotch Plains,
New Jersey be appointed as Township
Attorney from January 1, 2005 to December 3l, 2005.
This contract is awarded without competitive bidding as a “professional service”
under the provisions of said Local Public
Contracts Law because said services are
rendered or performed by persons authorized by law to practice a recognized profession, which practice is regulated by
law, and which practice requires the knowledge of an advanced type in a field of
learning acquired by a prolonged, formal
course of specified education and instruction, and because it is impossible at this
time to know the exact dimensions of the
services to be performed and the exact
nature of the various tasks to be performed, and accordingly, the services to
be rendered cannot reasonably be described by written specifications, and additionally, because the said services are of
such a qualitative nature as will not permit
the receipt of competitive bids due to the
subjective difference in the work product
of such persons and the fact that the
ethical requirements of such profession
will not permit such bidding.
A copy of this resolution shall be published in The Times as required by law
within ten (l0) days of its passage.
Dated: January 1, 2005
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk
1 T - 1/6/05, The Times
Fee: $45.90

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
RESOLUTION
WHEREAS, the Township of Scotch
Plains will require the services of the Township Assistant Attorney during 2005; and
WHEREAS, the funds are available for
the purpose; and
WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts
Law (N.J.S.A. 40:11-1, et seq.) requires
that the resolution authorizing the award
of a contract for professional services without competitive bids must be publicly advertised;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Council of the
Township of Scotch Plains, Union County,
New Jersey, that Lawrence A. Woodruff,
201 South Avenue, East, Westfield, New
Jersey be appointed as Assistant Township Attorney from January 1, 2005 to
December 31, 2005.
This contract is awarded without competitive bidding as a “professional service”
under the provision of said Local Public
Contracts Law because said services are
rendered or performed by persons authorized by law to practice a recognized profession, which practice is regulated by
law, and which practice required the knowledge of an advanced type in a field of
learning acquired by a prolonged, formal
course of specified education and instruction, and instruction, and because it is
impossible at this time to know the exact
dimensions of the services to be performed
and the nature of the various tasks to be
performed, and accordingly, the services
to be rendered cannot reasonably be described by written specifications, and additionally, because the said service are
such a qualitative nature as will not permit
the receipt of competitive bids due to the
subjective difference in the work product
of such persons and the fact that the
ethical requirements of such profession
will not permit such bidding.
A copy of this resolution shall be published in The Times as required by law
within ten (10) days of its passage.
Dated: January 1, 2005
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk
1 T - 1/6/05, The Times
Fee: $45.90

RESOLUTION 05-01-05
CONTRACTOR: Suplee, Clooney &
Company; 308 East Broad Street;
Westfield, New Jersey 07090
NATURE OF SERVICE: Auditing services and other financial consultation services.
DURATION: For a period ending no
later than December 31, 2005
AMOUNT: Not to exceed $22,000.00
A Copy of the Resolution and Contract
relating to the services are on file and
available for public inspection in the office
of the Borough Clerk.
Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk
1 T - 1/6/05, The Times
Fee: $18.36

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Estate of: JOSEPH RUGGIERI, Deceased
Pursuant to the order of James S.
LaCorte, Surrogate of the County of Union,
made on the 30TH day of DECEMBER,
A.D. 2004, upon the application of the
undersigned, as EXECUTOR of the estate of said deceased, notice is hereby
given to the creditors of said deceased to
exhibit to the subscriber under oath or
affirmation their claims and demands
against the estate of said deceased within
six months from the date of said order.
RODGER J. RUGGIERI
EXECUTOR
127 PLEASANT AVENUE
FANWOOD, NEW JERSEY 07023
1 T - 1/6/05, The Times
Fee: $17.34

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
RESOLUTION
WHEREAS, the Township of Scotch
Plains will require additional medical services in 2005 regarding workers compensation injuries, physical therapy and some
other general services as requested by
the Municipal Manager; and
WHEREAS, funds are available for this
purpose; and
WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts
Law (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1, et seq.) requires
that the resolution authorizing the award
of a contract for professional services without competitive bids must be publicly advertised;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Council of the
Township of Scotch Plains, Union County,
New Jersey, that RICHARD J. SCHALLER,
M.D., of Complete Care, Inc., l814 East
Second Street, Scotch Plains, New Jersey, be appointed by the Township Manager as Township Physician for the period
effective from January 1, 2005 to December 3l, 2005.
This contract is awarded without competitive bidding as a “professional service”
under the provisions of said Local Public
Contracts Law because said services are
rendered or performed by persons authorized by law to practice a recognized profession, which practice is regulated by
law, and which practice requires the knowledge of an advanced type in a field of
learning acquired by a prolonged, formal
course of specified education and instruction, and because it is impossible at this
time to know the exact dimensions of the
services to be performed and the exact
nature of the various tasks to be performed, and accordingly, the services to
be rendered cannot reasonably be described by written specifications, and additionally, because the said services are of
such a qualitative nature as will not permit
the receipt of competitive bids due to the
subjective difference in the work product
of such persons and the fact that the
ethical requirements of such profession
will not permit such bidding.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the
Mayor and Township Clerk are hereby
authorized to sign an Agreement, a copy
of which is annexed hereto, with Dr. Richard J. Schaller.
A copy of this resolution shall be published in The Times as required by law
within ten (l0) days of its passage.
Dated: January 1, 2005
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk
1 T - 1/6/05, The Times
Fee: $53.55

Cat Adoptions Set
For This Weekend
People for Animals will sponsor
cat adoption events on Saturday and
Sunday, January 8 and 9, from noon
to 4 p.m. at the PETsMART stores in
the Bridgewater Promenade Mall,
Route 28 at Route 287, and in
Watchung at the Watchung Square
Mall, 1515 Route 22, West.
Among the prospective adoptees
will be “Hamlet,” a large, five-yearold orange tabby cat. A Good Samaritan found him after Hamlet was
hit by a car, and he is now healthy
again. Described as
having a
gentle personality, he
is altered,
current
with his
vaccinations and
has tested
negative
for feline
“Hamlet”
leukemia
and FIV.
For information about pets available for adoption, please call (908)
964-6887 and dial 306 for dog
adoption and 307 for cat adoption.
PUBLIC NOTICE
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD
BOARD OF EDUCATION
SCHOOL BOARD CANDIDACY
INFORMATION AVAILABLE AT
LOCAL SCHOOL DISTRICT OFFICE
January 6, 2005 – The deadline for filing
nominating petitions to run for positions on
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Education is Monday, February 28, 2005 at
4:00 p.m., Mr. Anthony DelSordi, announced today. The election is scheduled
for Tuesday, April 19, 2005.
Prospective school board candidates
can obtain a “School Board Candidate Kit”
at the local school district office. Published by the New Jersey School Boards
Association, the School Board Candidate
Kit includes information about legal qualifications for school board candidacy, campaign procedures, and the role of the school
board member. Information about the New
Jersey School Ethics Act, important dates
in the school election process, and briefing sessions for school board candidates
are also included in the kit.
“School board membership is a meaningful way to make a contribution to your
community and its schools,” said James J.
Dougherty, Jr., NJSBA president. “I urge
all qualified citizens to consider board of
education membership. Serving on your
local school board doesn’t require a degree in education. The most important
attribute a candidate can bring to office is
a sincere interest in the community, its
children and their education.”
CONTACT:
Anthony Del Sordi
Business Administrator
Board Secretary
1 T - 1/6/05, The Times
Fee: $34.68

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
This is to certify that the within resolution
is a true and exact copy of the resolution
adopted on December 14, 2004 by the
Town Council of the Town of Westfield.
Bernard A Heeney
Town Clerk
RESOLUTION
CODE REVIEW & TOWN PROPERTY
COMMITTEE
DECEMBER 14, 2004
TAKE NOTICE that the Town Council of
the Town of Westfield will meet in Conference Session, at which meeting the public
may attend and make comments, and
address the Council to discuss and consider matters of public business, upon
which no formal action will then be taken
but which may subsequently be acted
upon in a regular Council Meeting, on the
following dates in 2005 in the Administrative Conference Room in the Municipal
Building, 425 East Broad Street, Westfield,
New Jersey, at 8:00 p.m., the said dates
being the following Tuesdays, unless otherwise noted:
January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December

11 and 25
8 and 22
8 and 22
12 and 26
10 and 31
14 and 28
26
None
6 and 20
5 (Wednesday) and 18
1 and 22
6

TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that the Town
Council of the Town of Westfield will meet
in regular public meeting, at which the
public may attend and participate, on the
following dates in 2005 in the Council
Chambers of the Municipal Building, 425
East Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey,
at 8:00 p.m., with a preliminary meeting at
7:45 p.m. in the adjacent Council Conference Room which the public may also
attend, the said meeting dates being the
following Tuesdays, unless otherwise
noted:
January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December

18
1 and 15
1, 15 and 29
19
3 and 17
7 and 21
5
2
13 and 27
11 and 25
9 (Wednesday) and 29
13

The agenda for all of said meetings is
not yet known. The aforementioned notice has been prepared and will be posted,
mailed and filed in accordance with the
provisions of the Open Public Meetings
Act.
1 T - 1/6/05, The Leader
Fee: $60.69

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION
HELP WANTED

CLASSIFIEDS
BED

WESTFIELD VICTORIAN

New Visco Memory Foam,
Queen mattress set in plastic.
Value $1500. Sell $425.
Can deliver (732) 259-6690

Northside
turn-of-century
Victorian Wrap-around porch.
Light, airy, lots of windows.
Lovely, desirable street near elem
school, library, downtown, trains.
5 BR incl master suite w/ sitting
area. 2.5 baths, lge kitchen w/
bkfst nook/lge banquet, 1st fl
laundry rm, family rm w/ circular
stairs to basemt play rm/office,
backyard brick patio & water
garden.
$825,000.
By appt. (908) 654-0138.

BEDROOM SET

7 pc. Cherry, bed, chest, dresser
& mirror and night stand. New in
box. Value $2200 sell $925.
(732) 259-6690
DINING ROOM

All wood set, hand carved
pedestal table, 6 chairs, hutch/
buffet. Retail $8000. Sell $2900.
Can deliver (732) 259-6690

3 MONTHS FREE!

Beautiful cherry set, table, hutch
& buffet, 6 chairs. Sacrifice. $1275.
Can deliver (732) 259-6690

Mountainside Office Space
1500 sq. ft., Rt. 22 location. Corner
suite w/lots of windows. Outer
office, private office & lunch room.
Recently renovated, carpeted.
Call (973) 379-8837

MATTRESS SET

AUTO FOR SALE

Ortho plush Full size, new in
plastic with warranty $120.
(732) 259-6690

1987 NISSAN SENTRA
Good condition, new
brakes/battery Call Jim at
(732) 801-3200 or e-mail
JimR1000@ yahoo.com

DINING ROOM

MATTRESS AND BOX

Queen pillow top. Name brand,
new in plastic $140. Can Deliver.
(732) 259-6690
EXP BABYSITTER WANTED

Experienced babysitter with
references wanted to watch 19month old girl for days, 8-10 hrs./
wk, some evenings. $11 p/h. Please
call (908) 889-2060 for interview.

WOODWORKING

ACCENTS WOODWORKING
Custom Cabinetry and finish
carpentry. Mantles, built-ins,
bookcases & vanities. Custom
kitchens & cabinet re-facing.
Portfolio & references.
Bruce Theil (908) 358-2325

NEEDED

ERRAND SERVICE

P/T EVENING BABYSITTER
Seeking a babysitter for 3 children
(ages 4, 2 & 5mths) in our Scotch
Plains home. Mon, Wed & Thurs.
4:30pm-7:30pm. $12. Please call
(908) 889-6615.

ROUND N’ABOUT
We offer a wide range of services
to help clients manage their busy
lives by running errands, grocery
shopping and helping with other
distractions of daily life.
PLEASE CALL FOR A
CONSULTATION
(908) 889-7967 (908) 889-6188

EXPERIENCED BABYSITTER

Experienced, Loving & Reliable in
Westfield for 2 children. Must drive,
speak English. Great for college
student. (908) 928-1802
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
RESOLUTION
WHEREAS, the Township Council of
Scotch Plains will require the services of a
Public Defender during 2005; and
WHEREAS, funds are available for this
purpose; and
WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts
Law (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1, et seq.) requires
that the resolution authorizing the award
of a contract for professional services without competitive bids must be publicly advertised;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Council of the
Township of Scotch Plains, Union County,
New Jersey, that Randolph Brause,
Brause, Brause & Ventrice, L.L.C., 276
Main Street, CN 400l, Metuchen, New
Jersey 08840 be appointed as Public Defender from January l, 2005 to December
3l, 2005.
This contract is awarded without competitive bidding as a “professional service”
under the provisions of said Local Public
Contracts Law because said services are
rendered or performed by persons authorized to practice a recognized profession,
which practice is regulated by law, and
which practice requires the knowledge of
an advanced type in a field of learning
acquired by a prolonged, formal course of
specified education and instruction, and
because it is impossible at this time to
know the exact dimensions of the services
to be performed and the exact nature of
the various tasks to be performed, and
accordingly, the services to be rendered
cannot reasonably be described by written specifications, and additionally, because the said services are of such a
qualitative nature as will not permit the
receipt of competitive bids due to the subjective difference in the work product of
such persons and the fact that the ethical
requirements of such profession will not
permit such bidding.
A copy of this resolution shall be published in The Times as required by law
within ten (l0) days of its passage.
Dated: January 1, 2005
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk
1 T - 1/6/05, The Times
Fee: $46.41

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
RESOLUTION
WHEREAS, the Township Council of
Scotch Plains will require the services of a
Municipal Prosecutor during 2005; and
WHEREAS, funds are available for this
purpose; and
WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts
Law (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1, et seq.) requires
that the resolution authorizing the award
of a contract for professional services without competitive bids must be publicly advertised;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Council of the
Township of Scotch Plains, Union County,
New Jersey, that Michael Blacker, Esq.,
1824 Front Street, Scotch Plains, New
Jersey, be appointed as Municipal Prosecutor from January 1, 2005 to December
3l, 2005.
This contract is awarded without competitive bidding as a “professional service”
under the provisions of said Local Public
Contracts Law because said services are
rendered or performed by persons authorized by law to practice a recognized profession, which practice is regulated by
law, and which practice requires the knowledge of an advanced type in a field of
learning acquired by a prolonged, formal
course of specified education and instruction, and because it is impossible at this
time to know the exact dimensions of the
services to be performed and the exact
nature of the various tasks to be performed, and accordingly, the services to
be rendered cannot reasonably be described by written specifications, and additionally, because the said services are of
such a qualitative nature as will not permit
the receipt of competitive bids due to the
subjective difference in the work product
of such persons and the fact that the
ethical requirements of such profession
will not permit such bidding.
A copy of this resolution shall be published in The Times as required by law
within ten (l0) days of its passage.
Dated: January 1, 2005
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk
1 T - 1/6/05, The Times
Fee: $45.90

PART TIME / PERMANENT
Our busy Westfield Dental practice
is seeking an energetic, selfmotivated and detail oriented person
to work as a patient & dental care
coordinator. Computer knowledge
required. Experience is helpful but
not necessary. M, T, Th, & F. 8:30
am - 3:00 pm. (908) 232-6132
HELP WANTED

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Westfield Volunteer Rescue
Squad seeks persons willing to
train as Emergency Medical
Technicians. No prior exp.
needed. Valid NJ Driv. Lic., req.,
min. 4 hrs/wk. We offer 24 hr.
coverage. Wkday 9am - 1 pm or
1-5pm slots are perfect for parents of school children. Childcare
reimbursement available!
Seeks trainees as Dispatchers. Min.
2 hrs./wk. All training provided.
Call the Recruiting Team at
(908) 233-2500 for details
HELP WANTED

Office Manager, F/T, Mountainside.
Various responsibilities including
Customer service, Billing, A/R and
A/P. Knowledge of Peachtree and
MS Office Req’d. Competitive
salary/benefits/401K.
Fax resume (908) 232-4220
Or email: matt@kelly.net
HELP WANTED

REAL ESTATE, Agents at
Burgdorff ERA are breaking all
records. ERA’s #1 Real Estate
firm has training classes starting
soon. Scholarships available.
Call 1-866-BURGDORFF or
www.burgdorff.com\careers
HELP WANTED

Real Estate: Thinking of making a
change? Prudential NJ Properties
is now interviewing for full time
real estate agent positions,
Westfield Office. Call Margie
(908) 232-5664, ext. 103.
MEDICAL OFFICE HELP

CHILDCARE

Westfield - to aid 9-yr-old in wheel
chair part-time thru June, 3 daysa-week, 3pm to 8pm. Summer,
full-time days, flexible. Great for
college student. (908) 654-8612

Seeking experienced P/T
receptionist/front desk help with
excellent communication and
computer skills for 10-20 hr. /wk,
flexible hrs, and possible evenings.
Fax resume to (908) 889-7799.

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

RESOLUTION
WHEREAS, the Township of Scotch
Plains will require the services of a Township Auditor during 2005; and
WHEREAS, funds are available for this
purpose; and
WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts
Law (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1, et seq.) requires
that the resolution authorizing the award
of a contract for professional services without competitive bids must be publicly advertised;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Council of the
Township of Scotch Plains, Union County,
New Jersey, that the firm of Suplee,
Clooney & Company, 308 East Broad
Street, Westfield, New Jersey, be appointed by the Township Manager as
Township Auditor for the period effective
from January l, 2005 to December 3l,
2005.
This contract is awarded without competitive bidding as a “professional service”
under the provisions of said Local Public
Contracts Law because said services are
rendered or performed by persons authorized by law to practice a recognized profession, which practice is regulated by
law, and which practice requires the knowledge of an advanced type in a field of
learning acquired by a prolonged, formal
course of specified education and instruction, and because it is impossible at this
time to know the exact dimensions of the
services to be performed and the exact
nature of the various tasks to be performed, and accordingly, the services to
be rendered cannot reasonably be described by written specifications, and additionally, because the said services are of
such a qualitative nature as will not permit
the receipt of competitive bids due to the
subjective difference in the work product
of such persons and the fact that the
ethical requirements of such profession
will not permit such bidding.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the
Mayor and Township Council are hereby
authorized to sign the Agreement, a copy
of which is annexed hereto, Suplee,
Clooney & Company.
A copy of this resolution shall be published in The Times as required by law
within ten (l0) days of its passage.
Dated: January 1, 2005
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk
1 T - 1/6/05, The Times
Fee: $51.00

RESOLUTION
WHEREAS, the Township of Scotch
Plains will require the services of a Township Physician during 2005; and
WHEREAS, funds are available for this
purpose; and
WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts
Law (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1, et seq.) requires
that the resolution authorizing the award
of a contract for professional services without competitive bids must be publicly advertised;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Council of the
Township of Scotch Plains, Union County,
New Jersey, that NICHOLAS YATRAKIS,
M.D., 560 Springfield Avenue, Westfield,
New Jersey, be appointed by the Township Manager as Township Physician for
the period effective from January l, 2005 to
December 3l, 2005.
This contract is awarded without competitive bidding as a “professional service”
under the provisions of said Local Public
Contracts Law because said services are
rendered or performed by persons authorized by law to practice a recognized profession, which practice is regulated by
law, and which practice requires the knowledge of an advanced type in a field of
learning acquired by a prolonged, formal
course of specified education and instruction, and because it is impossible at this
time to know the exact dimensions of the
services to be performed and the exact
nature of the various tasks to be performed, and accordingly, the services to
be rendered cannot reasonably be described by written specifications, and additionally, because the said services are of
such a qualitative nature as will not permit
the receipt of competitive bids due to the
subjective difference in the work product
of such persons and the fact that the
ethical requirements of such profession
will not permit such bidding.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the
Mayor and Township Clerk are hereby
authorized to sign an Agreement, a copy
of which is annexed hereto, with Dr. Nicholas Yatrakis.
A copy of this resolution shall be published in The Times as required by law
within ten (l0) days of its passage.
Dated: January 1, 2005
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk
1 T - 1/6/05, The Times
Fee: $50.49

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

UNION COUNTY BOARD OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
2005 MEETING SCHEDULE
PLEASE NOTE THAT MEETINGS WILL BE HELD ON THURSDAY EVENINGS.
AGENDA SESSIONS AND REGULAR PUBLIC MEETINGS ARE HELD AT 7:00 P.M.,
IN THE FREEHOLDERS MEETING ROOM, 6TH FLOOR, ADMINISTRATION BUILDING, ELIZABETHTOWN PLAZA, ELIZABETH, NEW JERSEY, UNLESS OTHERWISE
SPECIFIED.
PERSONS REQUIRING A SIGN LANGUAGE INTERPRETER SHOULD CONTACT
THE CLERK OF THE BOARD AT (908) 527-4140.
AGENDA/WORK SESSIONS
7:00 P.M.

JANUARY 6
JANUARY 20

REGULAR/PUBLIC MEETINGS
7:00 P.M.
JANUARY 2
1 PM
(REORGANIZATION)
JANUARY 13
JANUARY 26**

FEBRUARY 3
FEBRUARY 17

FEBRUARY 10
FEBRUARY 24

MARCH 3
MARCH 17

MARCH 10
MARCH 31

APRIL 7
APRIL 21

APRIL 14
APRIL 28

MAY 5
MAY 19

MAY 12
MAY 26

JUNE 9

SUMMER SESSION

JULY 14

SUMMER SESSION

JUNE 23
JULY 28

AUGUST 4

SUMMER SESSION

AUGUST 18

SEPTEMBER 1
SEPTEMBER 15

SEPTEMBER 8
SEPTEMBER 29

OCTOBER 6*
OCTOBER 20

OCTOBER 6*
OCTOBER 27

NOVEMBER 3

NOVEMBER 9**

DECEMBER 1
DECEMBER 15*

DECEMBER 8
DECEMBER 15*

*COMBINED AGENDA SESSION AND REGULAR MEETING
**WEDNESDAY MEETING
1 T - 1/6/05, The Leader

Fee: $74.46
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Concepts & Thought
Lavenhar Will Participate
In Presidential Inauguration
SCOTCH PLAINS – Scotch Plains
resident Jacob Lavenhar, a freshman at
Union County Magnet High School,
has been accepted into the People to
People Presidential Inauguration, an educational program in Washington, D.C.
Jacob will join a select group of
students as the nation ushers in a new
four-year presidential term on Thursday, January 20.
Planned activities include the official swearing in of the President and
Vice President, the inaugural address,
parade and a celebratory ball.
Jacob was nominated and accepted
for the exclusive honor based on previous participation with People to

People programs.
The student delegation will also attend a presentation by People to People
President and Chief Executive Officer
Mary Eisenhower, as she shares the
legacy of her grandfather and People to
People founder, President Dwight
Eisenhower. Group discussions and leadership activities will guide the students
as they experience history in the making.
The program is coordinated by
People to People Student Ambassador Programs, based in Spokane,
Washington, to fulfill the vision
Eisenhower had for fostering world
citizenship when he established the
organization in 1956.

Seton Hall Prep Tells
Honor Roll Students
WEST ORANGE – Students
from Westfield and Scotch Plains
have been named to the First Trimester Honor Roll at Seton Hall
Preparatory School in West Orange.
First Honors status is earned by
students with a 4.0 grade point average (GPA), while Second Honors
distinction is granted to pupils with
GPAs between 3.5 and 4.0. Commendations are given to students
with GPAs between 3.0 and 3.49.
Westfielders Andrew Pusar, Kevin
Smith, Nicholas Colucci and Zachary
Sproull, as well as Scotch Plains students Brendan Kirby and Matthew
Anderson earned First Honors.
Second Honors was granted to
Brian Maher, John Petruccelli,
Michael Fitzpatrick, Patrick
Muldoon and Scott Muldoon of
Westfield, as well as Scotch Plains
residents Juan-Anton Velarde and
Mark Zabel.
Benjamin Walker, George Kunath
and Ryan Torcicollo, all of Westfield,
received Commendations.

Far Brook School
Plans Campus Tours

EAGER AUDIENCE… Donning a Santa Claus hat, Michael Cullen, Principal of
Tamaques Elementary School in Westfield, read stories for more than two hours to over
100 of his school children the week before Christmas at the Barnes & Noble Booksellers
in Clark. During the early hour, which was geared to kindergarten through second grade
students, the pupils heard the tales of “The Grinch” and other Dr. Seuss characters. The
second hour was prepared for older children who heard Principal Cullen read from “The
Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe” by C.S. Lewis. The event also served as a school
fundraiser. Barnes & Noble donated a percentage of every parent’s purchase to the Parent
Teacher Organization fund for a new playground. When Principal Cullen discovered
that approximately $1,000 was raised, he said, “Ho, ho, ho!”

Ivy Educational Services
Plans Jan. 9 Open House
SCOTCH PLAINS — Ivy Educational Services will host an open house
on Sunday, January 9, from 2 to 6
p.m. in their new office, located at
1833 Front Street in Scotch Plains.
Parents will have the opportunity
to meet the partners and many of the
tutors. Parents and students can explore the classrooms and private tutoring spaces and find out about the
new SAT.
Students will have the opportunity
to enter a drawing for two free SAT
classes. In addition, any student who
signs up nine of his or her friends will
receive a 50 percent discount on tuition.
Ivy Educational Services supports
students and their parents throughout
their education. They hire only graduates of top universities because successful students are good role models
and have mastered the academic material.
Partner Jacqueline Byrne, the author of “SAT Vocabulary Express:
Word Puzzles Designed to Decode
the New SAT,” stated, “When we
teach an SAT prep class for example,
we believe in teaching students to
read well, then we teach them how to
use that knowledge to answer the
critical reading questions correctly.”
“Our philosophy has always been
to find out where students have holes
in their academic preparation and then
to patch them,” added Ms. Byrne.
“That is why we only offer an SAT
class combined with private tutoring.
Often test taking tricks have to be
customized to meet the needs of students with different strengths. That is
another reason we only hire the best
tutors – they must be able to maximize each student’s potential.”
Ivy Educational Services offers a
unique SAT Class/Private Tutor Package that includes eight hours of classroom instruction plus two one-hour
private tutoring sessions, and one test
simulation. Students may sign up for
mathematics, critical reading, or writing, or take all three classes. Students
who sign up for all three sections will
receive a total of 24 hours of class
time, six hours of private tutoring,
and one test simulation. There is a
limit of 10 students per class. The
cost is $400 per class, or $1,000 for
all three classes.
Private tutors are available for test
prep: SSAT, SAT, ACT, SATII, AP
and for curriculum tutoring in grades
5 to 12 in the following subjects:
math inc. calculus, chemistry, writing, reading comprehension, English,
history (U.S., American Indian, European), biology, physics, anthropology, psychology, Spanish, Japanese,
French, Hebrew.
Ivy Educational Services is also
offering weekly two-hour study halls.
An expert will be available to help
with research papers, homework, big
projects, test prep, enrichment. Study
halls are open to all students, middle
school through high school, on an asneeded basis.
In order to provide the full range of
services that families need, Ivy Educational Services also offers college
counseling, college essay and application consulting, prep school application consulting, and college appli-

Send Education news to :
edu@goleader.com!

cation marathons.
For a schedule, please call (908)
322-0533.

SHORT HILLS — Far Brook
School, located at 52 Great Hills Road
in Short Hills, will hold tours on
Monday, January 10, Tuesday, January 25, and Friday, January 28, for
parents who are considering enrolling children for the 2005-2006 school
year.
Far Brook will be accepting applications for all grades from nursery
through seventh grade. New students
are not admitted for the school’s final
grade, eighth grade. Space for the
tours is limited.
For information or to make reservations, please call (973) 379-3442.

Bhavesh Graduates
With Finance Degree
SCOTCH PLAINS – Patel Bhavesh
of Scotch Plains received a Bachelor
of Business Administration degree
in Finance from the University of
Central Oklahoma in Edmond, Okla.
during ceremonies held on December 18.
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SUMMIT — The Second Saturdays Coffee House in Summit will
present Florida vocalist Mindy
Simmons in concert to benefit the Keith
Knost Special Needs Trust on Saturday, January 8, in the Fellowship Hall
of the Summit Unitarian Church, located at 4 Waldron Avenue in Summit.
The concert will be coupled with a
Pizza Dinner and two-thirds of the
ticket sales will benefit the trust.
Various selections of pizza slices from
Doria’s Pizza in downtown Summit, a
tossed salad with Marcy’s special Balsamic vinaigrette dressing and a variety of
soft drinks will be included on the menu.
The dinner will begin at 6:30 p.m.,
while the concert will begin at 8 p.m.

Those who will only attend the concert
portion of the evening are asked to
arrive no sooner than 7:30 p.m.
Simmons has toured nationwide
since 1980. Her repertoire combines
originals and standards, which she has
performed at the Florida Folk Festival,
the South Florida Folk Festival and the
Will McLean Festival.
She has shared the stage with artists
such as Asleep At The Wheel, Albert
King, Poppa John Creech, The Burn
Sisters, Vance Gilbert, Cliff Eberhardt,
Mary Gathiers, John Hammond Jr.
and Cosy Sheridan among others.
For more information about Second
Saturdays Coffee House, please visit
www.secondsaturdays.org.

Winter SSeries
eries of F
abrics,
Fabrics,
aller
Quilts on Tap at G
Galler
alleryy
CL
ARK – Diversity Art Gallery,
CLARK
located at the Union County Baptist
Church, 4 Valley Road in Clark, will
hold its 13th exhibition with the focus
on quilts and fabric art from Sunday,
January 16, 2005 to Sunday, April 3,
2005 from 1 to 3 p.m. and by appointment. An artists’ reception will be held

Administration Hospital.
Artist Catherine Sheffield will join
Simonson and Davis in displaying six
large and smaller quilts, plus two team
effort artworks by the guild’s membership. In addition, creations by artists
Judy Covington of Princeton, Linda
Bhan of Woodcliff Lakes and others

PIECES OF HERITAGE...Members of The Nubian Heritage Quilters Guild of
Irvington, who will exhibit at Diversity Art Gallery in Clark, participated in the 30th
Annual New Jersey Folk Festival at Douglass College on April 24.

from 1 to 4 p.m. on January 16.
The gallery’s second quilt/fabric
show, the exhibition was conceived to
recognize the creativity of artists who
sew, glue and paint diverse fabrics.
Area quilting and fabric artists such
as The Nubian Heritage Quilters Guild
of Irvington and the Heritage Quilters
of Scotch Plains will provide works for
gallery display and sale.
New Jersey’s fiber artist Glendora
Simonson and quilt enthusiast Carolyn
Davis founded The Nubian Heritage
Quilters in 1995 to promote, preserve
and document the importance of African-American quilting.
The guild’s quilts have been exhibited at the Newark Museum and the
Newark Aljira Gallery. Members have
participated in several heritage and folk
festivals and, as part of giving back to
the community, they create baby quilts
for boarder babies at local hospitals
and donate lap quilts to the Veteran’s

will be displayed throughout January
and February.
Debbie Lee of Springfield, another
exhibition participant, has conducted
quilt workshops for many schools and
institutions, including the Newark
Museum.
Carpet designers Kennedy and Silvia
Reyna of Rahway will display creative
wool fabrics from their Rahway business. They reproduce other designer
works for corporations and create artworks for homes, matching home décor
needs with traditional or modern pieces
of any color and size with computer
graphic color schemes.
Gini Pagdon, a volunteer who creates quilt clothing, will be available
with more quilt work (ready-to-wear),
as well as Laura Fyhr, who creates fabric dolls.
For more information, please call
the gallery at (732) 574-1479 or visit
www.diversityart.com.
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WESTFIELD — The Light Bulb
Players, a division of the New Jersey
Workshop for the Arts (NJWA), announced its first production You’re a
Good Man, Charlie Brown, which is
being produced, directed and performed
by teenagers local to the Westfield area.
You’re a Good Man, Charlie Brown by
Clark Gesner is a musical based on the
comic strip Peanuts by Charles Schulz.
This production, which will be presented free of charge, is supervised by
NJWA staff members Juan and Valerie
Pineda, while all of the required work is
being done by the students in the group.
For their first production, The Light
Bulb Players’ co-general managers and
founders, Natalie Narotzky and Michael
Mietlicki, enlisted local young actors with
whom they have worked in the past.
Sally is played by Jennifer Dilzell, an

eighth grader at Edison Intermediate School,
while Westfield High School (WHS) freshmen Billy Geltzeiler and Kelly Braun portray Snoopy and Schroeder, respectively.
Lucy is played by Natalie Narotzky and her
character’s brother, Linus, is played by
Connor Davis, both WHS sophomores.
The role of Charlie Brown is played by
Michael Mietlicki, who is a sophomore
at Wardlaw-Hartridge School in Edison.
Kristen Dilzell, a WHS sophomore, is
the choreographer for the production.
You’re a Good Man, Charlie Brown
will be presented at The First Baptist
Church on Elm Street in Westfield, on
Saturday, January 22, at 3 and 7:30 p.m.
Both performances are geared toward
children, but the production can be enjoyed by the entire family.
For information and tickets, please
call the NJWA at (908) 789- 9696.

Deadline N
ears for T TP’
Nears
TP’ss
Young P
laywrights Contest
Playwrights
CRANFORD — The Theater
Project (TTP), Union County College’s
(UCC) professional theater company
reminds all local high school playwrights
that the deadline for submission is Monday, January 31.
The contest, which was made possible
by a donation from Linden screenwriter
and novelist, Bill Mesce, Jr., is open to
students in Union County in grades nine
to 12. Scripts at any stage of completion
are eligible. There is a $5 entry fee.
Only original work will be accepted.
Adaptations or work that has been previously produced or work-shopped are not
eligible. All submissions must be at least
10 but no more than 30 pages (excerpts
of longer work are acceptable). Scripts
must be typed in play format. Only one
entry per author will be accepted.
All entrants must be Union County
residents in secondary school. Entries
must be postmarked by January 31 and

must include a self-addressed, stamped
envelope, a 50-word biography of the
author, including contact information,
and the $5 entrance fee (check or money
order, payable to The Theater Project)
and mailed to TTP, Union County College, 1033 Springfield Avenue, Cranford,
07016.
Winning scripts will receive script-inhand performances where authors will
receive their prizes and certificates.
First, second and third winners will
receive $600, $400, and $200 U.S. Savings Bonds. The winning scripts will be
honored with script in hand performances
during AT&T Family Week at the Theater (March 2005), when professional
theaters in the state offer free programming for young people. The bonds will
be presented at that time.
For further information about the
workshop or the contest, please call Mark
Spina at (908) 659-5189.
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By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
3 POPCORNS

Leonardo DiCaprio has been the
wunderkind for quite a while now. But
with The Aviator, Martin Scorsese’s solidly
filmed biopic about billionaire Howard
Hughes, we are advised to reconsider how
we’ve hitherto considered the young actor.
It’s not that this is his best film yet.
Those honors reside with Catch Me if You
Can (2002). And perhaps there’s a prophetic irony there. Maybe DiCaprio, like
that film’s Frank Abagnale, Jr., impersonator and forger extraordinaire, can chameleon his way into any role. Because the fact
is, he carries this movie, propelling The
Aviator much further than its journeyman
script and big epic luster ever could. In
short, the man has even more range than
we thought.
It’s a sort of magical act that he performs.
We don’t fathom this slight, boyish fellow
pulling it off. But like the deceptive ant who
can lift several times his weight, give Leonardo
a few scenes to don his new skin and prestochange-o, he’s clever, adventurous, creative,
ingenious, eccentric and yes, very, very
troubled. That is, he’s Howard Hughes.
It’s obvious even in the early scenes. Like
a Hansel and Gretel of character exposition,
he drops little crumbs about the billionaire’s
psychological makeup. While it may be an
overplayed stereotype, Scorsese’s film does
nothing to dispel the notion that an almost
equal share of madness inevitably accompanies greatness. In fact, it trades on it.
Likewise, the appurtenances of period
dramas, from the interior decoration to the
costumes, lend that familiar, lavish film
cachet. Look for at least one production
number at the Academy Awards this year to
sport dancers in pilot pantaloons, billowy
scarves and goggles. It’s all so romantic and
DiCaprio manages to embody it.
Scorsese excels in giving the biopic historical structure. While employing a fairly
recognizable stencil, he is nonetheless able to
make tellable a tale that was heretofore
mired in chaos, rumor, exaggeration, myth
and prejudice. All most of us knew aside
from the glitzy gossip suggested in The
Carpetbaggers (1964) was that the industrialist had very long fingernails when he died.
Perhaps righting a wrong, this story attempts to assign Hughes his place in the annals
of aviation as well as in the chronicles of the
motion picture industry. It also manages to say
a few pungent things about the U.S.
Then of course, because it’s one of the
film’s theses that Hughes was a great
Casanova, there are the women, with an
extra dollop of interest devoted to Katherine
Hepburn. What we get here is that, though
he continued to date just about every starlet
and hatcheck girl in Hollywood, he was
serious about this starchy gal from Connecticut, portrayed by Cate Blanchett. A
visit to her family manse proves a hoot.
Interestingly, in a complimentary nod
to Blanchett’s phenomenal ability, the
makeup folk don’t pile on the pancake. So,
while Cate doesn’t really look like Kate, the
mannerisms and the voice are there. She
even gets the trill in her laugh right without
venturing on caricature.
In a lesser female role, Kate Beckinsale is
okay as Ava Gardner, yet another of Hughes’
leisure pursuits. Through this film goddess, the tycoon’s rather curious take on
love and courtship is dramatically presented.
He has her house bugged. He expects fidelity, but doesn’t for a moment consider
having an exclusive relationship with any
of his A list consorts.
Maybe he was just spoiled, or perhaps it
was a bit more complicated. The film’s
opening scenes portray an obsessively doting mother, which offers a direct connection to his eventually overwhelming mental maladies. Mom’s early instruction that
nowhere is safe had its Freudian fallout.
He doesn’t like compromising in his
business pursuits either. He is a
dynamo…the consummate American ego

faced with the dilemmas of a Greek tragedy. How dare these mortals stand in his
way? Don’t they realize he has a dream?
The ultimate workaholic, the
protagonist’s vision is strenuously applied
to his two main pursuits: movie directing
and aviation. And some of Scorsese’s very
best scenes in the film show how the two
obsessions are combined. It happens when
Hughes initially chances to invade Hollywood. Setting out to make Hell’s Angels
(1930), about fighter pilots in World War
I, it’s there that the world gets its first big
look at how this unpredictable entrepreneur operates. Both magnanimous and terrifying to those who work for him, his
against the grain style upsets those powers
that be.
Naturally, one would expect the competition to be wary of this newcomer, whether
it’s movie mogul Louis Mayer or Pan American chief Juan Trippe, splendidly exacted
by Alec Baldwin. But there’s something
else going on here. This is no business-asusual capitalist who has merely raised the
bar. Rather, the mysterious competitor has
cast his spell on the bar and made his
unconventional goals difficult to figure.
What’s more, he’s not opposed to dipping into his own fortune or even losing
money if it’s in the cause of his passion.
Witness the exasperation surrounding him
when, just as Hell’s Angels is about to be
completed, talkies invade Hollywood and
he decides to re-shoot the epic to incorporate this latest rage.
But where he really enrages is in the boardroom. After he buys TWA, Hughes proves an
enamoring
debunker
of
hypocrites…specifically Trippe and the senator he has in his vest pocket, very nicely
portrayed by Alan Alda. Though they may talk
a good game about free enterprise and what’s
good for America, when it comes down to it
they really just want to hang on to the monopoly they currently enjoy: such as the air
routes to Europe. You see, the big boys don’t
like to be held in check. They’re comfortable
only when they own the creative people; and
not when they’re competing with them.
So, as threatened if he doesn’t sell out to
Pan Am, this leads to some rather interesting moments at the kangaroo hearings convened and chaired by Alda’s Senator Ralph
Owen Brewster. The drama is heightened
when the strange assortment of psychoses
that will one day all but devour Hughes’
consciousness begins to manifest itself in
some very haunting ways.
This is a strange one as biopics go. Hughes
doesn’t slot into any particular niche. When
the great filmmakers are enumerated, he
certainly isn’t mentioned. And while his air
speed records and impact on the commercial aviation industry certainly deserve a
place in history, that’s still not what the
attraction is here.
Rather, as told by Scorsese and personified
by DiCaprio, the allure is of a much more
intangible nature. Pictured as moody, wily,
self-obsessed and dogged in his ambition, rich
or not, he is representative of the rugged
individualists who carved out this country in
the first place. But remember now, it’s been
said that if Jefferson were alive today, he’d
probably be investigated by the FBI, or worse.
All of which leads us to our current political climate…the one that helped spawn this
movie. Some fear the prevailing mindset
denies the nonconformist an opportunity to
flourish and thereby improve society. But
then we view this film. And it dawns on us
that this just might be the antidote Hughes
had in mind. Maybe it’s his sly wink to a
future he was always talking about.
Because by his entertainingly colorful
example, The Aviator certainly gives our
hopes a reason to soar.

*******

The Aviator
Aviator, rated PG-13, is a Miramax
release directed by Martin Scorsese and stars
Leonardo DiCaprio, Cate Blanchett and
John Reilly. Running time: 169 minutes.

Get Outta
The House
By CAROL F. DAVIS

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

On Sunday, January 9, the
Westfield Art Association will sponsor a demonstration, Encaustic
Wax P
ainting, by town resident
Painting
Francesca Azzara between 2 and 4
p.m. at The Westfield Community
Room, 425 East Broad Street. For
more information call (908) 6872945.
*******
Saturday, January 8, is opening
oes the B
ride,
night for Ther
Theree G
Goes
Bride
the British farce written by Ray
Cooney and John Chapman. Tickets are $15 for all performances,
Friday and Saturday evenings
through January 22. Reserve your
seat by calling (908) 232-1221.
*******
The Madrigal Singers will
present a concert performance,
Second Chance at Christmas, on
Sunday, January 9, at 4 p.m. at the
First United Methodist Church, 1
East Broad Street, in Westfield.
The show will feature eight centuries of choral music from medieval
to modern, with readings. A donation of $10 is suggested. Call (908)
233-1570 for information.
*******
atur
days
Summit’s S econd SSatur
aturdays
Coffee H
o u s e will present
Ho
Florida’s Songbird, M i n d y
Simmons, on Saturday, January
8, in the Fellowship Hall of the
Summit Unitarian Church at 4
Waldron Avenue (corner of
Springfield Avenue). A seasoned
professional, Simmons energizes
her audiences with her delightful
interaction and broad emotional
performances. A pizza dinner
(with salad and soft drinks) will be
included, but you must reserve
your spot. Admission is $20. Call
(908) 522-1501 or e-mail
concerts4causes@aol.com. You
can pay at the door. Dinner’s at 6
p.m. and the concert begins at 8
p.m. You have the option of the
concert without dinner, for $14.
*******
ersey Woodwor
kThe Ne w JJersey
oodworking E
xpo is coming to the Garden
Expo
State Exhibit Center in Somerset
this weekend, January 7, 8, and 9.
The $4 admission charge is good
for the entire weekend, so don’t
feel pressured to see it all in one
visit. There will be demonstrations, vendors, and workshops to
help you find the tools you need
to do those projects that have been
sitting in your basement shop. For
information,
log
onto
www.njwoodworkingexpo.com.
*******
The Choral Ar
ociety of N
Artt SSociety
Neew
J ersey will perform George
Frederick Handel’s Dixit Dominus and John Rutter’s Birthday
Madrigals on Saturday, January 15,
at 8 p.m. at The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield, located on
Mountain Avenue at East Broad
Street. Soloists include Ellen Goff
Entriken and Andi Campbell, as
well as Luthian Brackett, Steven
Sands and Dale Livingston. The
Choral Art Society Orchestra will
accompany the chorus. Admission
is $15 or $10 for senior citizens
and students. Tickets are available
at the door. James Little, Musical
Director of the Choral Art Society,
will conduct the evening’s performance.

DeMarco
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 16

the Gifted and Talented Program at
Johns Hopkins University and she was
selected to represent the state of New
Jersey in the Pre-Teen American contest in 2005.
An active church member, Katherine
participates in the FIRE (Family
Intergenerational Religious Education)
Program at Holy Trinity Roman Catholic Church in Westfield. She has also been
involved with Brownies for three years.
When asked what she would like to
do when she grows up, Katherine said,
“I’d like to be an inventor, scientist,
artist, writer, toy maker, chef and ballerina.”
Mrs. DeMarco estimates that, since
it is said that girls born in the U.S. in
1996 will reach the age of a 100, her
daughter just may be able to accomplish all of those goals.
Kids’ Guide invites children to submit their artwork for the Summer/Fall
2005 issue by Monday, May 2. Art
(any medium) must be approximately
8.5 inches by 14 inches or smaller.
Vertical orientation is preferred. Artwork should not be folded.
All entrants receive certificates. Artists should include their name, age,
address and telephone number with
their submissions and send them to:
Kids’ Guide, P.O. Box 892, Murray
Hill, 07974-0892. If artists want their
pieces returned, they must enclose a
self-addressed, stamped envelope.
Schools may call (908) 665-0607 to
arrange pick-up.
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Former Westfield Gallery Owner
Could Never Deny Love for Art
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Mrs. DeMarco noted that her n
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times
daughter’s art teacher, Paul Greyser, Moore, Michael’s and Crafty Kitchen
SCO
TCH PL
AINS – The Winter/ influenced Katherine’s creativity.
SCOT
PLAINS
in Garwood.
Spring 2005 edition of the popular
“Katherine gets a
Mr. Greyser, who has been teaching
Kids’ Guide publication features a 14- Katherine since kindergarten, told The
lot of joy and fulpiece color construction paper collage Leader/Times, “Katherine is a wonfillment from creby Scotch Plains student Katherine derful person who is well focused
ating art and has
DeMarco on its cover.
given pleasure to
and works very diligently and lovKids’ Guide Publisher Jean Flood ingly on any project we do in class.
her friends and
Unger told The
family through
She always puts
Westfield Leader
the years by
in exemplary efand The Scotch
making gifts,”
fort.”
Plains-Fanwood
noted
Mrs.
Just before holiTimes that the
DeMarco. “Preday break, Mr.
Coles Elementary
sents include staGreyer discovered
third grader’s arthand
that Katherine had Katherine DeMarco tionary,
work was chosen
painted tee shirts,
won the cover of
because the “sweet
tie-dyed tee shirts, picture frames, reKids’ Guide.
picture of a little
When asked if he frigerator magnets, jewelry boxes, jewgirl” depicted by
thought Katherine elry, hair barrettes, canvas bags, letter
Katherine was
had all of the signs carriers. Sand art, stone art, cement art,
cheerful
and
of becoming a suc- bookmarks, yarn dolls and ceramics.”
bright.
Besides doing art projects with her
cessful, budding
When selecting
artist, he remarked, friends, Katherine designs invitations,
from submitted
“She certainly has arranges goody bags and decorates cakes
artwork to embelall of the markings for parties.
lish
the
“This year, Katherine’s favorite art
of a person who
p u b l i c a t i o n ’s
could enjoy this project was making soaps. In 2005
cover, Unger said
four the rest of their Katherine hopes to learn for to knit,”
it should be “striknoted Mrs. DeMarco.
life.”
ing” because it is
An avid reader, (she completed over
“Ever
since
going to be disKatherine was 176 books during the summer of 2004,
played on store
about a year and a and was recognized by The Courier
counters, doctors’
half old, she has News for her efforts), Katherine is curCREATIVE
KID...The
Winter/Spring
offices and other 2005 edition of Kids Guide features a been creating art. In rently reading “Little Women” by
venues.
cover, pictured above, created by fact one of her first Louisa May Alcott with her father,
Katherine glued Katherine DeMarco, a student at Coles words was ‘yellow,’
Katherine has attained many accotogether the con- Elementary School in Scotch Plains.
shared
Mrs. lades and awards for her creative enstruction paper
DeMarco.
deavors. She won the Scotch Plains
pieces to create the portrait of a girl
“When Katherine was little, she Holiday Poster Contest in 2002 and
with bright green eyes, yellow hair, a would find supplies around the house was awarded second place in the Crafty
moon-shaped smile and a purple dress. and draw stick figures or make water- Kitchen Ornament Design Contest in
She was awarded a $75 savings bond colors. By the time Katherine was three 2003.
for her submission.
she was turning (clean) discarded cans
In 2003 and 2004, she was selected
Annemarie DeMarco, Katherine’s into beautiful canisters using construc- to demonstrate at the Coles Elemenmother, told The Leader/Times that tion paper and glitter glue and creating tary School Art Show. Also at Coles,
since Katherine was three to six months collages from nature materials such as she has worked on props for the school
old, she has picked up a copy of the free leaves, seeds and pinecones,” she said. variety show since 2003.
bi-annual publication in front of
Mrs. DeMarco noted that her
In 2004, Katherine was selected for
Westfield Post Office.
daughter’s favorite “toy” stores were
Continued on P
age 15
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By MICHELLE HELEN Le POIDEVIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Since third grade
at Jefferson Elementary School in
Westfield, Joyce Anthony Huff has been
putting pen to paper, pouring out her
thoughts. Currently, she is basking in
the accomplishment of publishing a
provocative novel, “Meadowlark.”
Published by Xlibris,
Ms. Huff ’s 182-page novel
involves two characters,
Julia Jahns, a college student who becomes fascinating by older men after
being abandoned by her
father. As she searches for a
father figure, Julia becomes
involved with her middleaged English professor,
Aiden Hunter. “Meadowlark” explores the Julia’s
growth through the relationship, as well as Aiden’s
struggle with his homosexuality.
Ms. Huff told The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times,

got married.
“As for what I hope readers get
Ms. Huff atout of my book: love is not only
tended Union
complicated, but love early in
County Collife is so important it affects us
lege, where she
forever. The character Aiden’s
studied educa‘gayness’ stemmed from a retion and liberal
jecting father who saw an unarts before foathletic, sensitive boy as ‘femicusing her
nine.’”
studies in secIn fifth grade,
retarial sciMs. Huff began
ences and busiw r i t i n g
ness at Union
storybooks and
County Vocareading them
tional-Technialoud to her
cal School. She
classmates, and
worked as a
during
her
Joyce Anthony Huff
patent secreyoung career at
tary and is curJefferson, she
submitted a mystery she rently employed as a word processing
wrote to the school li- supervisor at a law firm.
When her son advised Ms. Huff to
brarian about a murder
in New England. Dur- “get a hobby,” she realized, “I’m going
ing her matriculation at to write a book.” “Meadowlark” was
Edison Intermediate and born. Once her teenager son and daughWestfield High Schools, Huff contin- ter become more independent, she
ued to pen intriguing stories, but got hopes to write another one.
In the meantime, there are “so many
rid of her journals and letters when she
interruptions,” shared Ms. Huff. However, she advises writers to continue
putting pen to paper no matter how
hectic life becomes because “when you
don’t write a lot, you tend to lose it.”
To order a copy of “Meadowlark,”
please visit www.xlibris.com. Trade
paperback copies cost $17.84 each.

Coming N
ext Week:
Next
• Michelle Le Poidevin examines
the new organ installed at St. Paul’s
Episcopal Church in Westfield.
• Queen of the Arts returns with
new ideas for handcrafted cards and
collage.
• The Leader/Times sits in on the
Union County Art Symposium and
learns from the experts in the field.
• Artist Nancy Asher speaks about
her creative techniques with
Kerrianne Spellman Cort.

By MARYLOU MORANO

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCO
TCH PL
AINS — When she
SCOT
PLAINS
was a young woman, former Westfield
resident, Ann Atlas couldn’t decide
which career path to follow.
Born in Newark, soon after her high
school graduation, Mrs. Atlas, accompanied by her mother, traveled to Hamburg, Germany to prepare for entrance
into the conservatory of music. When
Hitler came to power, mother and
daughter fled to London.
There, Mrs. Atlas studied piano at
the Royal Academy of Music by day,
and traditional art expression at the
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ARTIST AT WORK...Ann Atlas poses in her Scotch Plains home beside her easel
and art supplies.

Regent Polytechnic by night.
“I couldn’t decide between a career
in music or art,” she recalled during an
interview with The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.
After three years in London, Mrs.
Atlas returned to Newark and began
teaching piano lessons. Still drawn to
art, however, she joined the Art Students League in New York City, where
she studied varied media painting from
live models.
“New York City is where I launched
my career,” she said.
Mrs. Atlas considers herself a traditional artist.
“I paint in realistic form as opposed
to abstract,” she explained, adding that
she doesn’t like art to be “fragmented.”

Over the years she has won several
awards from the Westfield Art Association, of which she is a member. She has
also juried art shows and given lectures
and demonstrations in the Westfield
area.
Mrs. Atlas is a Life Fellow of the Royal
Society of Arts in London, and the Arts
Students League in New York City.
In recent years, her art talent has
taken a different twist. Working from
sketches and photographs, she currently
creates portraits of homes by commission.
It is almost as though after a career
that took her from Europe to New
York, and from Westfield to Scotch
Plains, Mrs. Atlas and her artwork have
come home.
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CRANFORD – The Theater Project
(TTP), Union County College’s (UCC)
professional theater company, will offer a
free performance and discussion of We
Beat Whitey Ford, a new play by Kal
Wagenheim of Millburn, on Sunday,
January 16, at 3 p.m. at UCC, 1033
Springfield Avenue in Cranford.
We Beat Whitey Ford is one of the new
plays being generated by TTP’s Playwrights Workshop for New Jersey-based
authors.
During the script-in-hand performance in UCC’s atrium, participants
will have the opportunity to share their
feedback with TTP writers and discuss
the plot with fellow audience members,
while sipping coffee. The presentation
will be followed by a discussion with
Wagenheim and cast members.
We Beat Whitey Ford involves two
former high school baseball teams – one
black (Mitch) and one white (Hal) –

meet 20 years later at Newark Airport,
and seek to restore what once was.
According to Mark Spina of TTP,
“This is a moving, often funny, tale of
friendship, and of the chasm between
youthful dreams and reality – between
what we want and what we get.”
Newark native Wagenheim is a journalist, formerly with The New York
Times, author and translator of eight
books, and nine plays and screenplays. His biography of Babe Ruth
was adapted for an NBC Television
film.
Wagenheim is also Adjunct Associate
Professor at Columbia University’s Writing Division, School of the Arts, and
directs a monthly creative writing workshop at The State Prison in Trenton.
Admission to this program is free.
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Westfield G
lee Club
Glee
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Rehearsals
WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Glee Club will resume Monday
night rehearsals beginning on January 17, from 8 to 10 p.m. at The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield.
Adult and student, male and female singers are invited to come to
the lower level choir room as Director Thomas Booth introduces
the music for the spring concerts.
With George Lachenauer, accompanist, Thomas Booth will present
selections on classical songs, religious songs, the “Fab Four of the
Fifties” songs and Broadway music.
New singers will also have the
opportunity to join in a Saturday,
January 29, evening of food and
fellowship.
For more information, please call
Dale Juntilla at (908) 232-0673.

William O’Connor to O
ffer
Offer
Demonstration at M
eeting
Meeting
SCO
TCH PL
AINS – The Scotch
SCOT
PLAINS
Plains-Fanwood Arts Association will
present a demonstration by William
O’Connor entitled, “Illustration Technique in Acrylic Painting,” following their
7:30 p.m. business meeting at the Fanwood
Community House, located on North
Avenue, on Wednesday, January 19.
Drawing and painting became a driving force in Mr. O’Connor’s life from an
early age, according to Thomas Yeager of
the arts association.
At 10, Mr. O’Connor enrolled at the
Huntington School of Fine Arts, where he
learned the fundamentals of painting,
drawing and sculpture. He graduated with
scholarships to several leading art schools.
Choosing to attend Alfred University,
Mr. O’Connor explored the fields of
acting and philosophy, yet painting and
the subjects of science fiction and fantasy

From New York City, Mrs. Atlas
came to New Jersey, where she and her
husband, Joseph Atlas, founded and
ran Atlas Art, a gallery, framing and art
supply store located on East Broad
Street in Westfield for 30 years.
“I taught art and exhibited my own
work at Atlas Art,” she said.
Now living in Scotch Plains, Mrs.
Atlas works out of a studio in her
home. Her art has been shown as part
of both solo and group exhibits, and
her painting has been exhibited locally
and as far away as Pennsylvania and
Massachusetts. Her artwork is also part
of several private collections.

took priority.
After graduating from Alfred with
honors, Mr. O’Connor freelanced with
many companies around the country,
including Harper Collins, Alderac Entertainment Group, Doubleday Books,
White Wolf Publishing and others.
He executed hundreds of illustrations
for the gaming and publishing industries, as well as production designs, posters and advertisements.
Mr. O’Connor has won numerous
awards, including the recent Award of Merit
at the World Science Fiction Convention
and Spectrum 11’s “Empire from the Ashes.”
The artist moved from New York to
New Jersey in 2000 and anticipates a new
century of painting and exploring the
realms of science fiction and fantasy art.
For more information, please call Mr.
Yeager at (908) 322-5438.

PERFECT PERFORMANCE…The Woman’s Club of Westfield enjoyed a beautiful musical program presented by Dr. Theodore Schlosberg, who played selections
on the French horn and the alphorn, and Trent Johnson, who accompanied him on
organ and concluded the program with a medley of seasonal music. Dr. Schlosberg
is the Founding Executive Director of the New Jersey Workshop for the Arts in
Westfield. Mr. Johnson is the Director of Music & Arts at the First United Methodist
Church in Westfield.
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WESTFIELD – Students in the
Chamber Music Division, instructed by
SondraTammam of Westfield have earned
the Gold Prize during the 2004 Young
Pianist Competition of New Jersey.
Over 50 applicants auditions in the
two rounds of the Concert & Ensemble
Divisions, drawing from New Jersey, New
York, Pennsylvania and Connecticut.
These students will perform during

the organization’s 15th Winners’ Recital at Steinway Hall in New York City
on Saturday, January 15, 2005. They
will be honored at the awards ceremony, during which they will be presented with certificates of excellence,
cash awards and prizes.
For more information on the Young
Pianist Competition of New Jersey,
please visit www.youngpianist.org.

Please send all A&E news to : ae@goleader.com!

