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Senior/Community Center and Reverse 9-1-1
Among Initiatives for Mayor Marks in 2005

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Mayor Mar-
tin Marks, sworn in for a second four-
year term as mayor on January 2,
vowed action in 2005 on a range of
issues, including a new senior/com-
munity center, possible expansion of
the local open space trust fund, a new
reverse 9-1-1 program, exploration
of new ways to conduct the township’s
spring clean-up and leaf pickup pro-
grams, and deer management in the
Ashbrook Reservation.

He also urged residents to be-
come involved in the Township
Council’s deliberations on the 2005
municipal budget.

Mayor Marks made his remarks
on Sunday afternoon at the council’s
annual reorganization meeting,
which was attended by several dozen
people, including several former
township mayors.

Mayor Marks, who won the
township’s first direct mayoral elec-
tion in 2000, was re-elected in No-
vember along with Councilwoman
Paulette Coronato, who was reelected
to a second term and was also sworn
in on Sunday. Councilwoman Carolyn
Sorge, a member of the council since
2002, was named Deputy Mayor.

Reviewing a list of topics he said
will be “of critical importance to the
township government and the citi-
zens of Scotch Plains.”

The mayor first touched on the

downtown business district and last
year’s unsuccessful efforts to estab-
lish a special improvement district
(SID) in an effort to revitalize the area.

He said last summer’s public hearings
on the SID ordinance made it “evident
that there is no clear consensus amongst
downtown business and property own-
ers” on the downtown situation and “that
most are resistant to investing in them-
selves as a group and many are just

resistant to change in general.”
Given the situation, the mayor said

that the question to be asked is: “Is
our Towne Centre a commodity in
which the entire community has a
stake and therefore requires a more
active and aggressive local govern-
ment, or is the Towne Centre a group
of privately-owned properties and
businesses that ought to be more re-
sponsible for their future either indi-

vidually or collectively?”
Mayor Marks said that while he

believes “the answer lies somewhere
near the middle, the bottom line is that
the financial burden for any collective
Towne Centre initiatives should not
rest with residential taxpayers of
Scotch Plains, but rather with those
that stand to benefit the most from any
Towne Centre improvements.”

Turning to other matters, Mayor
Marks said consideration should be
given to a November ballot referen-
dum to extend and possibly expand
the life of the township’s open space
trust fund, which was established in
1999 with a 10-year life span.

“It would be my hope that any
additional funds raised would be ear-
marked for purchase of privately-
owned land to keep them from addi-
tional residential development, the
establishment of a passive park at the
former (Terry-Lou) zoo site, in addi-
tion to supporting our athletic pro-
grams,” Mayor Marks said.

The mayor also said the township
government is evaluating some pos-
sible changes to some of the services
“particularly the leaf and bulky waste
pickup programs” that have been of-
fered to residents for years.

New storm water management
regulations “will change the way we
are allowed to dispose of leaves,” he
said. The new guidelines can be inter-
preted as indicating that leaves may

Boundless Playgrounds, Emergency Services
Among New Freeholder Chairman’s Initiatives

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Times

ELIZABETH — Newly appointed
Union County Freeholder Chairman
Rick Proctor of Rahway outlined an
ambitious agenda for county govern-
ment during the board’s January 2
reorganization of the board.

Freeholder Proctor announced five
new initiatives for the board, ranging
from recreation field improvements
to emergency preparedness.

The first initiative follows the con-
struction of the Phil Rizzuto Park in
Elizabeth, a boundless recreational
playground for handicapped children.

Mr. Proctor said the board will of-
fer $500,000 in matching funds to
municipalities to construct bound-
less playgrounds in their communi-
ties.

He added that the county will also
build a new handicapped accessible
playground at the 13-acre Esposito
Farm property in Clark, acquired last
year by the county.

“Boundless playgrounds are de-
signed so that children with disabili-
ties can enjoy outdoor recreation
while encouraging children without
disabilities to play side by side,” Free-
holder Proctor said.

Feeding off the success of the “Se-
niors in Motion” program from five
years ago, Freeholder Proctor an-
nounced the establishment of the
“Kids in Motion” initiative, a pro-
gram whereby transportation will be
provided for children who participate
in sports or recreation programs. The
program will be open to all munici-
palities in the county who wish to
apply for a vehicle.

The board will also offer a half-
million matching grant program to
towns to install new lighting or im-
prove existing lighting at municipal
playing fields.

Noting his experience as the health
officer for several towns in the county,
Freeholder Proctor said the county
will create a county-wide Reserve
Medical Corps that will utilize Com-
munity Emergency Response Teams
or CERTS to provide support to emer-
gency services units in emergencies.
The CERTS will be staffed by retired
doctors and nurses as well as pharma-
cists, emergency medical technicians
and health profession students.

“These volunteers will provide an
extra layer of emergency prepared-
ness and response, and hopefully pro-
vide the nucleus of CERT teams in
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their hometowns,” said Freeholder
Proctor.

He noted that the board will begin a
new program through the expansion
of the Trailside Nature and Science
Museum called “Traveling Trailside.”
The mobile ecology laboratory will
travel throughout the county and visit

children who might not otherwise have
access to the museum.

Freeholder Proctor also announced
the “Senior Citizen Home Improve-
ment Program” whereby eligible se-
niors will be able to receive up to
$5,000 in grants to be used to fix a

Westfield Town Clerk
Bernard Heeney, 56,
Dead of Heart Attack

By PAUL PEYTON
 and SUZETTE STALKER

Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD — Town Clerk
Bernard Heeney, Jr., a pivotal pres-
ence in the town’s municipal gov-
ernment for more than a quarter
century, was remembered this week
for his friendly nature and ability
to get things done.

Mr. Heeney, a lifelong Bayonne
resident, died of a massive heart
attack December 31 in New York
City. He was 56.

Former Mayor Bud Boothe said
he always found Mr. Heeney to be
helpful in assisting the mayor and
council on various projects.

“He was always on top of any-
thing you asked him to do,” said Mr.
Boothe, who served as mayor of
Westfield from 1992 through 1996.

“Westfield has lost a hard work-

ing and dedicated public servant,”
he added.

Tom Jardim, who served as mayor
from 1997 through 2000, described
Mr. Heeney as “a real fixture”
around the municipal building.

“It was a real shock to me,” said
Mr. Jardim, noting that the two used
to discuss everything from history
and politics to the Vietnam War, in
which Mr. Heeney had served.

“He was a good thing for the Town
of Westfield,” Mr. Jardim remarked.

Mr. Heeney began his career in
Westfield on April 23, 1979 as As-
sistant Administrator, and had
served as Town Clerk since Janu-
ary of 1999, when he replaced
former Clerk Joy Vreeland.

He once described his role as
“the keeper of all documents,” since
his office is the place people come
seeking information. A record of
all resolutions and ordinances
passed by the Town Council are

maintained in his office.
In his multi-faceted position, Mr.

Heeney also advertised new ordi-
nances in the newspaper; took the
names and addresses of residents
speaking at council meetings for a
record of the meeting, and swore in
newly-elected council members at
the annual reorganization meetings.

Additionally, the clerk’s office
issues a variety of licenses and is
the place where General Election
and school board election results
are tallied.

Town administrator Jim Gildea
called Mr. Heeney’s passing a “big
loss” for the town. He said the clerk
had planned to retire in the summer
of 2005 after he reached 30 years of
service in the state’s Public Em-
ployees Retirement System
(PERS).

“The one thing about Bernie was

he was so reliable,” said Mr. Gildea,
noting that he just expected to walk
into his office just like any other day.

One thing Mr. Gildea specifically
remembered about Mr. Heeney was
his constant reminder to “make sure
we do everything according to
Hoyle,” a reference to Edward Hoyle
(1672-1769), the famed authority
on card games and chess.

Mr. Heeney, he said, wanted the
town to strictly follow regulations
according to the letter of the law.

He was well read, routinely clip-
ping related news stories on mu-
nicipal government from the four
newspapers he read daily.

Jack Malloy of Clark, who served
as administrator from 1970 to 1993,
hired Mr. Heeney as his assistant in
1979.

“He was totally thorough in what he
did and he was innovative,” said Mr.
Malloy.
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Paul Peyton for The Times
CHAIRMAN FOR 2005…Union County Freeholder Rick Proctor is sworn in as
Chairman of the Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders by State Senator
Nicholas Scutari (D-22nd) as Rahway Mayor James Kennedy holds the bible. The
ceremony was held during the Freeholders reorganization meeting on January 2
at the Union County Courthouse.

Elizabeth Correll for The Times
NEW JUDGE TAKES OATH…Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr swears in Susan
MacMullen as Fanwood Municipal Judge as her husband, Michael Lapolla, looks on.

          From the Archives of The  Times
‘A GOOD THING FOR WESTFIELD’...Westfield Town Clerk Bernard
Heeney, Jr. was remembered by former Mayor Thomas Jardim as “a good
thing for the Town of Westfield.” Mr. Heeney died of a massive heart attack
in New York City on New Year’s Eve. He was 56.

Tax Relief Remains Focus
Of Mahr; New Judge Named

By ELIZABETH CORRELL
Specially Written for The Times

FANWOOD – The borough’s mayor
and council rang in the new year at the
annual reorganization meeting held at
Borough Hall on Sunday.

With a standing room-only crowd,
the governing body handled business,
looked back on 2004, and made com-

ments on what they anticipate com-
ing in 2005 regarding the downtown,
property taxes and recreation im-
provements. The meeting was shown
on Channel 35.

In her annual speech, Mayor Col-
leen Mahr stated that she is “proud of
the accomplishments that have been
reached” during her first year in of-

fice, especially the extraordinary aid
grant that resulted in “the lowest (mu-
nicipal) tax increase in six years.”

She had promised this “fierce fo-
cus on property tax relief” in her
campaign for office, and said that she
intends to continue to lobby for such
aid in the coming year.

The subject on the mind of every
Fanwood resident these days, second
only to property taxes, is the status of
plans for the redevelopment of the
downtown shopping area.

Mayor Mahr established the Down-
town Redevelopment Committee last
year to gather information regarding
the opinions of residents, merchants
and property owners, and report back
to the council, in order that plans for
the downtown area be reflective of
the desires and needs of the public.

Councilman Joseph Higgins, who
acts as the Chairman of the commit-
tee, stated, “Public outreach has been
extremely successful. We now antici-
pate revisions to the existing redevel-
opment plan very early in 2005, and
hopefully have groundbreaking in the
first half of 2005.”

Fred Rossi The Times
DEPUTY MAYOR...Councilwoman Carolyn Sorge is sworn in as Deputy Mayor of Scotch Plains last Sunday as her mother,
Phyllis Sorge, holds the Bible and her grandmother, Emily Manzella, provides encouragement. All family members are from
Scotch Plains.

Fred Rossi The Times
PLEDGE TO SERVE...Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks is sworn in last
Sunday for his second, four year term as mayor of the township as his wife Lori
and daughter Casey look on. Pictured above, from left to right, are: Scotch Plains
Town Clerk Barbara Riepe, Casey Marks, Lori Marks and Mayor Marks.


