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nity Development Block Grant pro-
gram. The funds will be allocated as
forgivable loans to seniors providing
they remain on their property for three
or more years.

“I believe this ambitious set of ini-
tiatives for 2005 … raises the bar for
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Proctor Outlines Initiatives
At Reorganizational Meeting

the next year,” Freeholder Proctor
said.

Freeholder Alexander Mirabella, a
resident of Fanwood, was appointed
as Vice Chairman of the board. He
served as vice chairman in 2000 and
chairman in 2001.

If you’re a safe driver, I can help you
save money on your car insurance. Call me today.

Discount and insurance subject to availability and qualifications. Discount amount may be lower and applies
to most major coverages. Allstate New Jersey Insurance Company, Home Office, Bridgewater, NJ ©2004
Allstate Insurance Company.

715 Central Avenue  Suite 10
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Senior/Community Center,
Reverse 9-1-1 Among Goals
Set by Scotch Plains Mayor

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — Mayor Mar-
tin Marks, sworn in for a second four-
year term as mayor on January 2,
vowed action in 2005 on a range of
issues, including a new senior/com-
munity center, possible expansion of
the local open space trust fund, a new
reverse 9-1-1 program, exploration
of new ways to conduct the township’s
spring clean-up and leaf pickup pro-
grams, and deer management in the
Ashbrook Reservation.

He also urged residents to become
involved in the Township Council’s
deliberations on the 2005 municipal
budget.

Mayor Marks made his remarks on
Sunday afternoon at the council’s an-
nual reorganization meeting, which
was attended by several dozen people,
including several former township
mayors.

Mayor Marks, who won the
township’s first direct mayoral elec-
tion in 2000, was re-elected in No-
vember along with Councilwoman
Paulette Coronato, who was reelected
to a second term and was also sworn
in on Sunday. Councilwoman Carolyn
Sorge, a member of the council since
2002, was named Deputy Mayor.

Reviewing a list of topics he said
will be “of critical importance to the
township government and the citi-
zens of Scotch Plains.”

The mayor first touched on the
downtown business district and last
year’s unsuccessful efforts to estab-
lish a special improvement district
(SID) in an effort to revitalize the
area.

He said last summer’s public hear-
ings on the SID ordinance made it
“evident that there is no clear consen-
sus amongst downtown business and
property owners” on the downtown
situation and “that most are resistant
to investing in themselves as a group
and many are just resistant to change
in general.”

Given the situation, the mayor said
that the question to be asked is: “Is
our Towne Centre a commodity in
which the entire community has a
stake and therefore requires a more
active and aggressive local govern-
ment, or is the Towne Centre a group
of privately-owned properties and
businesses that ought to be more re-
sponsible for their future either indi-
vidually or collectively?”

Mayor Marks said that while he
believes “the answer lies somewhere
near the middle, the bottom line is
that the financial burden for any col-
lective Towne Centre initiatives
should not rest with residential tax-
payers of Scotch Plains, but rather
with those that stand to benefit the
most from any Towne Centre im-
provements.”

Turning to other matters, Mayor
Marks said consideration should be
given to a November ballot referen-
dum to extend and possibly expand
the life of the township’s open space
trust fund, which was established in
1999 with a 10-year life span.

“It would be my hope that any
additional funds raised would be ear-
marked for purchase of privately-
owned land to keep them from addi-
tional residential development, the
establishment of a passive park at the
former (Terry-Lou) zoo site, in addi-
tion to supporting our athletic pro-
grams,” Mayor Marks said.

The mayor also said the township
government is evaluating some pos-
sible changes to some of the services
“particularly the leaf and bulky waste
pickup programs” that have been of-
fered to residents for years.

New storm water management
regulations “will change the way we
are allowed to dispose of leaves,” he
said. The new guidelines can be inter-
preted as indicating that leaves may
not be left in the street for longer than

as administrator from 1970 to 1993,
hired Mr. Heeney as his assistant in
1979.

“He was totally thorough in what he
did and he was innovative,” said Mr.
Malloy.

Mr. Malloy commented that he ran
into Mr. Heeney just before the Christ-
mas holiday.

“He looked chipper, happy and look-
ing forward to the new year and the
prospect of retiring,” said Mr. Malloy.

Mr. Malloy noted that Mr. Heeney
was dedicated in his support of Viet-
nam veterans. A United States Army
veteran himself, he was responsible
for the POW/MIA flag that is flown
from the flagpole in front of the mu-
nicipal building.

Mayor Gregory McDermott called
Mr. Heeney’s death “a tremendous
loss” for the town.

“Our sympathies go out to his fam-
ily,” the mayor said.

The mayor noted that Mr. Heeney got
to know the mayor’s father, Frank
McDermott, when the senior Mr.
McDermott was negotiating legal con-
tracts with the City of Bayonne while Mr.
Heeney was employed with that city.

Mayor McDermott said his father
helped Mr. Heeney get the interview
with the Town of Westfield. He said
Mr. Heeney remembered that and had
helped the mayor by submitting news
clips and other relevant information to
the mayor to assist him.

“I will never forget that,” Mayor
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Town Clerk Bernard Heeney
Dies of Massive Heart Attack

McDermott said.
“He was an institution at Town Hall.

It’s just so sad,” he added.
Both of Mr. Heeney’s daughters

work for the Town of Westfield. Mary
Grace Heeney is a full-time employee
in the Westfield Municipal Clerk’s
office while her younger sister, Frances
Heeney, has been a part-time seasonal
employee in the clerk’s office.

Mr. Heeney’s wife, Maryann
Heeney, is employed by the City of
Bayonne.

In addition, Mr. Heeney is survived
by his brother, Thomas Heeney of
Florida, and his sister, Kathleen Murray
of North Carolina.

Funeral services were held yester-
day, Wednesday, January 5, at St.
Andrew’s Roman Catholic Church in
Bayonne.

     Since opening in October,
2004, HAIRCUT BEACH, the
men’s barber salon located on
Route 22 in Scotch Plains, has
always given its customers a
fun experience while getting a
quality haircut. Starting January
2, 2005, HAIRCUT BEACH will
be giving the public a chance
to win $10,000! Customers of
HAIRCUT BEACH already are
familiar with many of the
benefits offered by HAIRCUT
BEACH, such as the monthly
drawings for sports tickets (this
month features NJ Nets vs.
Cleveland Cavaliers with
LeBron James – next month
Yankees/Red Sox tickets),
complementary video games in
the reception area and sporting
events on television.  HAIRCUT
BEACH also offers everything
from traditional haircuts to the
latest trends such as fades,
Brooklyns, and straight razor
shape-ups.
     To win $10,000, customers
will receive a scratch card with
25 squares.  Under five of the
squares is a picture of a trophy-
if these five squares are rubbed
off, then the card holder gets
$10,000!!  Every card has the

HAIRCUT BEACH GIVES CUSTOMERS

A CHANCE TO WIN $10,000
five trophy squares, so every
card is a potential winner!!
     “Where else can getting a
haircut get you a chance to win
$10,000?” asks Rich Heller,
owner of HAIRCUT BEACH.
“Of course, besides the extras
we provide, we feel we also give
the best haircuts.”  Mellesa
DeStefano, the manager of
HAIRCUT BEACH adds “Our
hair stylists are held to a very
high standard.  Each staff
member has many years of
experience, and we consistently
get compliments about our
haircuts.”
     In addition to a great haircut,
HAIRCUT BEACH offers
services that are hard to find
elsewhere such as hot lather
barber shaves, and for those
customers who prefer, a straight
razor edge-up at the nape of the
neck.  On Mondays, HAIRCUT
BEACH offers the special price
of $8.95 for men’s haircuts and
$7.95 for kids and seniors.
HAIRCUT BEACH is open
seven days a week, and is
located at 1985 Route 22 West
near J & J Billiards, Dunkin
Donuts and McDonald’s in
Scotch Plains.

PAID BULLETIN BOARD

Elizabeth Correll for The Westfield Leader
NEW JUDGE TAKES OATH…Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr swears in Susan
MacMullen as Fanwood Municipal Judge as her husband, Michael Lapolla, looks on.
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fields. In addition the town will under-
take major improvements to the
Tamaques Park tennis courts including
adding new lighting and resurfacing.

He said as mayor his goal is that
Westfield remains “a modern New
Jersey community that respects its
past but always keeps its eye firmly
on the future.”
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McDermott’s
Objectives

one week prior to collection by a
municipality.

Given the size of Scotch Plains and
the number of roads, “it would be all
but impossible to meet this mandate
with our current leaf collection pro-
gram and the staff and equipment we
have at our disposal,” the mayor said.

While “it is too early to say that a
mandatory leaf bagging law will need
to be imposed,” he said there will
need to be changes in the way leaves
are collected and disposed of later
this year.

Mayor Marks said the township is
exploring the possibility of entering
into agreement with Westfield to al-
low township residents to use
Westfield’s conservation cite on Lam-
berts Mill Road with the purchase of
a permit.

Saying that “we are experiencing
what can be best described as a finan-
cial crisis when it comes to our an-
nual bulky waste spring cleanup,” the
mayor also said the council is consid-
ering a proposal to revamp that pro-
gram by instituting a user fee-based
system that would require residents
to purchase an annual permit if they
wanted to dispose of large household
items.

Switching to such a system could
save the township more than $300,000
this year and mean “that those wish-
ing not to participate in the spring
cleanup program in any given year
will not be charged for it through
their property taxes.”

Noting that the council will soon
begin serious discussion of the 2005
municipal budget, a process he termed
“the most important function” of the
council, Mayor Marks said the
council’s deliberations are open to
the public and urged residents to at-
tend, “as an individual or as part of an
ad hoc citizens committee.”

He promised that the council “will
review the budget line item by line
item in order to bring forward the
most cost-effective services that our
residents need and deserve.”

Mayor Marks also said the town-
ship government is looking at
Brookside Park on Hetfield Avenue
as a possible site for a new senior/
community center.

Engineering and architectural con-
sultants are evaluating the park for
renovations to the parking lot, ath-
letic fields, playgrounds and a new
indoor facility.

Mayor Marks also addressed the
advent of a reverse 9-1-1 program,
which he said “will allow township
officials to send out a recorded phone
message to some or all of the resi-
dents of Scotch Plains in the event of
an emergency,” something he said
“will no doubt offer our community a
heightened sense of security.”

In addition, the mayor said he was
hopeful that Union County officials
will soon be moving forward on a
deer reduction program in and around
the Ashbrook Reservation.

A number of appointments were
also announced at the meeting.

Douglas Hansen was reappointed
as Township Attorney for a sixth year.
Lawrence Woodruff was reappointed
as Assistant Township Attorney.
Michael Blacker was reappointed as
Municipal Prosecutor. Randolph
Brause was reappointed as Public
Defender. Joseph Doyle, Michael
Michalisin and Maria Sartor were re-
appointed to the township Planning
Board for four-year terms and Coun-
cilwoman Coronato was reappointed
for one year. Marc Ginsberg and
Dominick Bratti were appointed as
well for two and one-year terms, re-
spectively.

Mary Thompson and Timothy
Livolsi were appointed to the Zoning
Board of Adjustment for four-year
terms while Sharynn Porter and James
Pate were named for two and one-
year terms, respectively.

WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

OPEN HOUSE…Redeemer Lutheran School in Westfield invites the community
to their Open House on Friday, January 21, at 7 p.m. Patrick Garner, also known
as Thomas Edison, will be presenting an interactive program featuring the life and
inventions of this famous New Jersey inventor for children of all ages. “Van
Gogh’s Cafe” will also be open for lattes and cappuccinos. Tours of the school will
be available, as registration for the 2005-2006 school year has begun for students
in their Early Childhood 3s through Grade 6 classes.
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Mayor Says Property Taxes Are
Rising Due to State, County Rules

SATURDAY, JANUARY 1
Nina Smith, 19, of North Brunswick

was arrested and charged with hin-
dering apprehension, for allegedly
providing a false name to police after
she was stopped on Central Avenue
for careless driving.

Smith, who also was wanted on an
outstanding $250 contempt of court
warrant from Piscataway, was re-
leased on her own recognizance on
the Westfield charge.

A passenger in Smith’s vehicle,
Christopher Andrews, 22, of
Plainfield, was charged with posses-
sion of less than 50 grams of sus-

tion, the New Jersey Supreme Court
ruled back in 2001 that all liquid
assets should go to Mountainside and
Garwood split in a 76 percent/24 per-
cent basis.

The ruling also required that the
other four districts, which include
Clark, Berkeley Heights, Kenilworth
and Springfield, repay to
Mountainside and Garwood money
that was previously received.

Following years of further litiga-
tion, in which the other districts sought
to limit what would be considered as
liquid assets, the State Board affirmed
to original decision.

The Mayor stated that in April 2004,
Mountainside received a payment of
$438,680. He also stated that it is
anticipated that another $1.5 million
will be paid to the Borough. In addi-
tion, the Mayor reported that the Bor-
ough is expecting 10 semi-annual
payments from the four districts to-
taling $574,925.11.

Mayor Viglianti stated that every
six months for the next five years,
payments would be made to
Mountainside with the first two hav-
ing been received in April and of
October 2004.

He further noted “once the deci-
sion of the State is fully implemented,
Mountainside will have received ap-
proximately $8.5 million as its full
share of the liquid assets of the former
district.”

Mayor Viglianti also reported on
the halting of the community center
project. He stated that it will not con-
tinue until the Borough’s master plan
is updated following lawsuits from
builders trying to implement 160 new
condominiums or apartments on prop-
erty currently zoned for single-fam-
ily or non-residential use.

He stated that the judge for the
pending litigation has appointed a
municipal planner to update a master
plan that is fully compliant with the
New Jersey Constitutional obligation
to provide affordable housing.

The Mayor stated that he felt that
under the new master plan he ex-
pected that the Borough’s constitu-
tional compliance would be achieved

by the community center project on
the Barnes Tract, located off Moun-
tain Avenue behind the 7-11.

Mayor Viglianti further noted that
the governing body has also directed
Borough Attorney John Post to apply
for an order of protection from the
court, which will be done in early
2005.

The Mayor concluded that when
the planners are finished with the
Master Plan update, the Borough “will
seek more permanent protection from
builder’s suits.” He noted that to date
the fees for defending the zoning and
land use against these builders has
cost the Borough approximately
$50,000.

Mayor Viglianti concluded by stat-
ing, “My biggest fear is that
Mountainside will have to relinquish
one of its most suitable locations for
a community center to provide hous-
ing for others. We will strive to over-
come these outside mandates and
expenses and continue our progress
in improving our community. We will
not let these outside forces diminish
the reasons we all moved to
Mountainside.”

Finally, the Mayor talked about
Mountainside’s four-faced Commu-
nity Clock. He noted that the clock
project would be done through the
generosity and cooperation with Val-
ley National Bank. He noted hat all
residents would soon be receiving a
letter regarding the clock and solicit-
ing contributions.

At the re-organizational meeting,
Councilmen Glenn Mortimer, who
was also elected the 2005 council
president, was sworn in for a third
term. Also, Werner Schon, who has
already served the Borough for 23
years, was sworn in.

New appointments to the Borough
included Planning Board members
Craig Schwartz and Jeffrey Wass;
Board of Health member, Dr. Richard
Mack; Construction/Public Works/
Zoning Secretary, Brittney Bumpus,
and Public Defender, Kelly Waters.

The next council meeting is sched-
uled for Tuesday, January 11, at 8
p.m.

Choral Art Society Prepares
Performance on January 15

WESTFIELD – The Choral Art
Society of New Jersey, Inc. will
perform George Frederick Handel’s
Dixit Dominus and John Rutter’s
Birthday Madrigals on Saturday,
January 15, at 8 p.m. at The Presby-
terian Church in Westfield, located
on Mountain Avenue at East Broad
Street.

James Little, Musical Director of
the society, will conduct the

evening’s performance. While so-
loists will include sopranos Ellen
Goff Entriken and Andi Campbell,
alto Luthian Brackett, tenor Steven
Sands and bass Dale Livingston.

The Choral Art Society Orches-
tra will accompany the chorus.

General admission is $15, with
senior citizen and student tickets at
$10 each. All tickets can be pur-
chased at the door.

pected marijuana. He also was re-
leased on his own recognizance.

Lily Hershkowitz, 18, and Kory
Singhbaba, 18, both of Westfield, were
arrested at the intersection of Palsted
Avenue and Roosevelt Street and
charged with possession of less than
50 grams of suspected marijuana. They
were issued summonses and released.

A 16-year-old female, also from
Westfield, was arrested with them
and charged with possession of less
than 50 grams of suspected mari-
juana, as well as possession of drug
paraphernalia. She was turned over to
the custody of her father.


