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BOYLE FINANCIAL
ASSOCIATES, LLC

908-232-8977
917 Mountain Avenue • Mountainside, NJ

Boyleassociates@aol.com

INSURANCE • INVESTMENTS
LONG TERM CARE

Insurance products are offered through Signator Insurance Agency Inc., an affiliate
of John Hancock Life Insurance Company, Boston, MA 02117.

Dorson Baby Care, Inc. 
Would you like time, rest and comfort after the birth of your 

baby?  Dorson Baby Care will give you the attention and care  
that you and your baby deserve! 

We ProvWe Provide: e: 

LivLive-in, n, LivLive-outout, full , full and partand part time babyby 

nurseses & nas & nannnnies s 

BaBaby aby and fd family support just aily support just afteter childbr childbirth 

Expectant Moms: Call now to reserve your baby nurse 
(973) 672-7691  (732) 376-0003 

www.dorsonhomecare.com 

Accredited by the NJ  

Commission on Accreditation  

for Home Care, Inc.   

• Criminal Defense - Federal & State
• Civil & Employment Litigation
• DWI & Municipal Court

ROBERT G. STAHL, LLC

stahlesq@bellatlantic.net

 Law Offices Of

Robert G. Stahl
Korey Kerscher Sarokin
Christopher M. Farella

220 St. Paul Street
Westfield, NJ 07090

T: 908-301-9001
F: 908-301-9008

www.stahlesq.com

SING OF LOVE…Children in Bernadette Hoyer’s Jumpstart Pre-K classes at
Brunner Elementary School in Scotch Plains invited family members to school on
Valentine’s Day for a treat. The children entertained their guests with songs of
love and family members were invited to sing along. Brightly painted hearts and
handcrafted valentines decorated the classroom, while pink punch and a heart-
shaped cake, baked and decorated by the students, were served to guests. Pictured,
left to right, are Brunner students Ross Leahy, Alyssa Scheu, John Petris and Sara
Miller, peeking up their sleeves during the “Hug Song.”

Hand Therapy
Occupational Therapy
Physical Therapy
Speech Therapy
A new facility with experienced 
caring therapists and state-of-the-art programs
is now open in Westfield.

Accent On Hands      Pediatric Advantage
414 Westfield Avenue, Westfield

866-372-HAND

Annette Krell 
MS, OTR, CHT

Director

           Fred Rossi for The Times
CART CONTROVERSY…Ronnie DeJohn has been selling hot dogs from his
cart in front of the Highland Swim Club on Martine Avenue in Scotch Plains for
years. Last month, the Township Council received a complaint that Mr. DeJohn’s
cart could possibly interfere with cars exiting the swim club. Mr. DeJohn claims
his cart is on county property. No one from the township has contacted him and
he has secured the proper permits.

Andrew Skibitsky

Skibitsky Picked Over
Caruana for Mayor
By GOP Committee

By PAUL PEYTON
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Town Republican Committee last
week chose Third Ward
Councilman Andy
Skibitsky over First Ward
Councilman Sal Caruana
in a tight race for the
party’s mayoral slot in
the Tuesday, June 11,  pri-
mary. Forty-one of the
42 committee members
were present for the Feb-
ruary 16 meeting.

“I’m very thankful to
have received the support of the
committee,” Councilman Skibitsky
told The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times. “I look forward to the cam-
paign.”

He declined to discuss his cam-
paign platform at this time, calling
such an announcement “premature.”

Councilman Caruana was also
considered by the committee for
the mayor’s slot but did not garner
enough support of the 41 commit-
tee members present at the Febru-
ary 16 vote.

“I am disappointed I didn’t get
the nomination for mayor,” he said.
He noted that he was nonetheless
“excited” about the prospect of re-
turning to represent the first ward
for another term.

“(There is) a lot of work to be
done and a lot of challenges ahead,”
he said.

Chairman of the Westfield Town
Republican Committee, Assembly-
man Jon Bramnick (R-21), and
Councilmen Skibitsky and Caruana
all said the party would be unified
behind the mayoral nominee.

“The bottom line is that everyone
got along very well (at the commit-
tee meeting). The committee se-
lected Andy Skibitsky who will re-
ceive the regular organizational line
for Westfield,” said Assemblyman
Bramnick.

“The Republican organization is
100 percent behind Andy,” he said.

He said Mr. Skibitsky has begun
reaching out to Republicans in town
to earn their support for his cam-
paign.

“Hopefully it is a unified organi-
zation,” said Assemblyman
Bramnick.

“We are going to (reach out) to
Republicans and Democrats and
those independents who favored one
candidate or another,” he added.

Councilman Skibitsky also said
he felt that “there is a lot of unity at
the (local) party level.”

Councilman Caruana noted, “The
party is going to be unified, it’s
going to work hard to get the voters
confidence in the election process.”

“I’m very enthusiastic about the
opportunity for all of us to serve,”
he said.

A global marketing director with
Schering-Plough in Union, Mr.
Skibitsky has been a resident of the
town since 1997. He graduated cum
laude from Rider College and has
served as a volunteer on Westfield’s
Housing Commission, represented
Westfield on the Union County
Community Development Revenue
Sharing Committee, and has served
as a coach in Westfield’s Wrestling
League.

He has been married to his wife,
Debbie, for 18 years, and has one
daughter, Hope, and three sons,
Drew, Shane and Troy.

The remainder of the
Republican ticket will be
announced when the
committee reconvenes in
the near future, accord-
ing to Assemblyman
Bramnick.

The committee will be
looking to fill slots in
the second ward to re-
place Councilman

Rafael Betancourt, who is not seek-
ing reelection. He has represented
the second ward for the past five
years. The committee will also seek
a replacement for Mr. Skitbitsky in
the third ward. In addition, the party
will be looking for candidate to run
in the fourth ward where it is not
known if Democrat Larry Goldman
will seek a fifth term.

The Times has learned that Mr.
Caruana will be seeking reelection
in the first ward. In addition, it is
known that Vicki Kimmins, second
ward; former Westfield Board of
Education President Darielle Walsh,
third ward; and Eric Leuthold, fourth
ward, are all considering seeking
their party’s nomination.

Mrs. Walsh, who served on the
school board for nine years from
1992 through 2001, including three
as board president, said she was
“seriously considering” running for
council. Noting that she has time to
submit her nominating petition to
the Town Clerk, she said there are
“a number of other candidates con-
sidering” running for council.

“It is time to move on,” Council-
man Skibitsky said.

Councilman Betancourt said he
wanted to “give other people a
chance (to serve) and give myself a
chance to do other stuff.”

Prior to being elected to the coun-
cil in November of 2000, Mr.
Betancourt served eight years as
municipal prosecutor and two years
as public defender. He has been a
resident of Westfield for 20 years.

Westfield Town Democratic Party
Chairman Ken Rotter said the com-
mittee would announce their candi-
dates within the next few weeks.

“We still are in the midst of our
(selection) process,” he said.

The deadline to file nominating
petitions for the office of mayor and
council seats for the Tuesday, June
7, primary is 4 p.m. on Monday,
April 11.

on many issues” and a person who
“cared deeply for” the people of
Union County.

Assemblyman Gerald Green of
Plainfield (D-22) called Mr. Suliga
“a dedicated legislator who served as
an advocate for the young and those
less fortunate.

Mr. Suliga is survived by his wife,
Annmarie Pakulski; his father, Jo-
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Former State Senator Suliga
Killed in Linden Car Accident

seph S. Suliga, Sr. of Linden; three
bothers, Richard Suliga of Brick,
Thomas Suliga of Westfield, and
Raymond Suliga of Linden.

A funeral mass was held yesterday,
Wednesday, February 23, at St.
Elizabeth’s Roman Catholic Church
in Linden. Entombment was at St.
Gertrude, Good Shepherd Mauso-
leum in Colonia.

The Police Department, after receiv-
ing complaints about large commer-
cial vehicles traveling on that street,
found that many large trucks coming
from Route 78 that want to get to
Terrill Road turn right onto Moun-
tain Avenue after traveling over the
Park Avenue bridge over Route 22
because their maps show Mountain
Avenue as a county roadway. Then
the trucks are left with no option
except to cut through one of the
streets connecting Mountain Avenue
with Front Street.

Another ordinance introduced on
Tuesday amends a township ordi-
nance regulating the times of day in
which noncommercial solicitation or
canvassing can take place.

In the wake of a recent settlement
agreement between the township and
New Jersey Citizen Action, a non-
profit group, Scotch Plains agreed to
revise portions of its ordinance,
which addresses “hawkers, peddlers
and solicitors,” in order to conform
with rulings by the U.S. Third Cir-
cuit Court of Appeals regarding non-
commercial solicitation or canvass-
ing.

The amendment will allow such
solicitation between 9 a.m. and 9
p.m. every day of the year. While
police department approval will not
be required for solicitation or can-
vassing to take place, anyone engag-
ing in such activities will have to
register with the police department.

Township Attorney Douglas
Hansen said the new rules would
apply not to individuals selling goods
or items, but more to those making
political-oriented solicitations. He
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SP Council Eyes Ordinance
For New Clean-Up System

pointed out that residents have the
right to ask any callers to leave their
property or to post “no solicitors”
signs on their property.

Public hearings on the wildlife
feeding, the Hunter Avenue weight
limit and the solicitation ordinances
will be held at the March 8 meeting.

On Saturday evening, students at
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
will hold a benefit to raise money for
tsunami relief efforts. The telethon,
which will run from 6 to 10 p.m. and
take place at the high school, will be
broadcast on TV-34 and include an
auction as well as entertainment by
the students. Residents are also in-
vited to attend the program in per-
son.

All money raised will be given to
the American Red Cross.
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SP Budget
issues, which, “for a town of our size
is really not bad.” He noted that state
formulations show that, based on
property valuations, Scotch Plains
could have outstanding bond issues
totaling well over $100 million and
the state would not have any problem
with it. Although, Mr. Atkins said,
there were no plans to increase bond
issues to anywhere near that level.

The council’s next budget meeting
will be held on Wednesday, March 2,
at 7 p.m. It is expected that the coun-
cil will formally introduce the mu-
nicipal budget sometime in late March
or early April, with a public hearing
scheduled for late April or early May.
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Frazee House

GOP Gubernatorial
Candidates to be in Clark

ACES…Fourteen “Junior Einsteins” enjoyed four weeks of science experi-
ments as part of the After Class Enrichment (ACE) program held every
Thursday in January at Brunner Elementary School in Scotch Plains. The
experiments included principles of rocket power and the force of gravity, the
chemistry of acids and bases, and static electricity. The after-school class was
taught by Dr. Melissa Tice, Director of Regulatory Affairs International, Merck
Laboratories in Rahway, not pictured. Pictured, left to right, are: top row;
Patrick Lay, Bradley Cirrito, Jeffrey Lieblich, Matthew Garafolo. Middle row:
Philip Tice, Jodie Cornwell, Olivia Brown, Amanda Karacsony, Cameron
Smith, Shreeya Chandra, and bottom row; Alyson McGrath, Steven Skubish,
Connor Smith and David Valian.

CLARK — The Republican
Committee of Union County is host-
ing a Candidates’ Forum for the
Republican Candidates for Gover-
nor on Wednesday, March 2, at 7:30
p.m. at the Grand Centurion at 440
Madison Hill Road in Clark.

Invited guests include GOP Gu-
bernatorial Candidates Todd
Caliguire, Paul DiGaetano, Doug
Forrester, Steve Lonegan, John

Murphy, Robert Schroeder and Bret
Schundler.

This event is open to the public
and the press is invited. Tickets are
$25/person and include open bar
and hors d’oeuvres.

For reservations, call (908) 789-
0200. Tickets will be available at
the door. For more information,
please call Phil Morin at (908) 789-
0200.

CELEBRATING 100 DAYS…Students at Evergreen Elementary School in
Scotch Plains celebrated 100 Days of School with a food drive arranged by
kindergarten teacher Debbie Skaar. While each grade level was expected to
collect 100 canned items, the school collected and sorted a total of over 800 items.
The goods were delivered to area food pantries, which appreciated the donations.
Pictured, left to right, are: top row; Emma O’Neil, Nicole Dencker, Morgan
Martinson, Mrs. Skaar, and Jason Calabria; bottom row; Marc Occhipinti,
Adam Miksis and Francesca Carvalho.

Borough to Apply
For DOT Grant

For Road Projects
By ANNA GITHENS

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD –Borough Engineer
Donald Guarriello Tuesday night pre-
sented five different streets for the
Borough Council to review and de-
cide on with respect to the Depart-
ment of Transportation (DOT) grant.
The applications will be submitted to
the DOT in April.

“This money will be released prob-
ably in the third quarter of the year
and it’ll be a 2006 project,” said Mr.
Guarriello.

The council plans to give priority
to the streets that are most in need of
repair. A total of three street projects
will be applied for. The streets that
are being considered in order of pri-
ority are: Second Avenue between
Oak and the Cranford line; Willow
Street; and Spruce Street between
Maple and the Westfield line.

Robert Renaud, the borough’s at-
torney, raised some concern over work
that will be done around the brook in
Cranford on West Holly. The ques-
tion was raised as to whether or not
this may conflict with the Garwood
street repairs in terms of timing.

In other business, the council has
received a request to place wireless
communications towers and anten-
nae within the municipality. The site
being considered for a cell tower is
behind the Hess Station on North
Avenue.

In addition, the towers will be con-
figured in a way that would minimize
the adverse visual impact on the com-
munity.

The borough will be receiving funds
to lease the land from the company
that builds the tower, officials said.

Councilman Victor DeFilippo in-
quired, “What revenue do we stand to
generate from the tower?”

Mr. Renaud stated that the borough
would seek bids and that the com-
pany that wins the bid will build the
cell tower.

Councilman DeFilippo’s interest
lies in the possibility of collecting the
money and dedicating it towards a
proposed senior center in the bor-
ough.

Councilwoman Kathleen Villaggio
also gave a report on the school board
and said that it is anticipated that the
final phase of the Lincoln-Franklin
School construction project will be
completed by November 2005.

The council’s March meeting has
been changed to Tuesday, March 22,
at 7:30 p.m. at Lincoln School. The
open house for the new technology
room will be held at 6:30 p.m. and the
public is invited to attend.

Councilman Walter Tucker reported
on the annual Sunday, September 11,
Family Fun Day and Car Show held
by the Chamber of Commerce. The
theme for the car show will be “We
Remember.”

Club’s efforts was recently completed
and will be available for showing on
local television as part of the fundraising
and public awareness efforts.

Mrs. Coronato said one issue to be
resolved is how the Frazee House,
which is located on township-owned
property, will be treated, and
whether, like the Osborn Cannon-
ball House on Front Street, the town-
ship should lease the Frazee House
property to the Rotary Club. Assis-
tant Township Attorney Lawrence
Woodruff will look into possible ar-
rangements.


