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Shouldn’t We Rebalance Off-Shore
Technology, Ownership & Jobs?

Travel as a Group to Night
Meetings in Elizabeth

Editor Tidbits From North Avenue
Wrong Way Driving Is Uncaring Act,

Dangerous for Pedestrians Also
I observe, as many do at times, someone commit-

ting a potentially dangerous driving act. A specific
incident occurred at 10:55 a.m. on Tuesday, February
15, at the Westfield train station on North Avenue,
which particularly disturbed me. It is becoming more
commonplace and dangerous to pedestrians.

A gentleman driving a medium-sized black sedan
with New York license plate (number on file), head-
ing west on North Avenue stopped at the light by Elm
Street, turned up the wrong way into the train station
parking lot, circled in a speedy manner and parked in
the area opposite the front of our office. I was
standing nearby to witness this.

I asked the gentleman if he was aware that he
entered illegally into the one-way entrance.

He smiled and said, “Yeh, I know, there was
nobody coming.”

He seemed to be familiar with the area and walked
briskly to his destination on North Avenue. I nor-
mally don’t wish this on anyone, but I noticed he did
not put any money in the parking meter.

******

There once was a proud company in New Jersey
called American Telephone and Telegraph (AT&T)
– affectionately known as Ma Bell. It was the state’s
largest employer and ranked up there, or beyond, in
name recognition with another New Jersey company
called Esso. These companies were “world famous.”

AT&T’s manufacturing arm was called Western
Electric and New Jersey made the world’s tele-
phones. Few know of Western Electric today and
Esso, although still world famous, has become Exxon-
Mobil and moved to Houston. Johnson & Johnson
doesn’t make Band-aids in New Jersey anymore
either as everything has been moved to Brazil. A few
years from now, will anyone remember the name
AT&T?

Cingular Wireless Corp. of San Antonio, Tex. will
be taking over AT&T Wireless. Is this possibly
because they are close to Mexico and cheap labor?
About 13,000 AT&T workers will lose their jobs as
a result, mostly in New Jersey.

Ma Bell spin-off, Lucent Technologies headquar-
tered in Murray Hill, has also been constantly shed-
ding – rumor has it that next Thursday is a big day for
some Lucent employees as various divisions will
lose up to 50 percent of their staff in New Jersey. Is
this possibly because much of Lucent manufactur-
ing is moving to China?

A common denominator of past employees of
these companies, when searching the newspaper
archives, is the many community volunteer contri-
butions they made. It goes back many years to the
point that a great deal of the information shows up in
the obituaries.

It’s evident that the kind of people attracted to this
area by these firms, largely scientists and engineers,
contributed greatly to our society. Will this breed be
missed?

Narain Gehani of Summit authored a book in 2002
entitled “Bell Labs, Life in the Crown Jewel.” It was
a first-hand account of events that sparked the
corporation’s downward spiral and the lives im-
pacted by these circumstances. A top scientist, Mr.
Gehani rubbed shoulders with many others such as
himself — colleagues at the head of their class,
including Nobel Prize winners — from the time he
joined Bell Labs in 1978.

Like many others, Mr. Gehani’s career at “the
greatest research lab of the 20th century” has now
ended. He joins the ranks of hundreds of thousands
of others touched by the downfall of Bell Labs at
Murray Hill – or if not the downfall, the evisceration
of the legendary institution as it was known. Scores
in this area have been similarly affected, including
past President of Bell Labs, Arun Netravali, and Ron
Brachman, now a Director of Artificial Intelligence
at DARPA – both of Westfield.

The year 1984 was the Orwellian year, where the
government breakup of AT&T was the genesis for
trouble, resulting in the conditions facing Bell Labs
and AT&T today. Management didn’t realize the
impact of such a change then and has been bungling
it ever since with the help of government and in the
face of world competition.

We believe that one hallmark of success for Union
County and much of New Jersey over the last few
generations is the presence of scientific, research,
development and engineering companies in the re-
gion. There were thriving employers and these com-

panies recruited some of the brightest minds to the
area. The recruits became our citizens. Being “ahead
of the curve” was not always the most important
issue for them. They volunteered in the communi-
ties, cared for their families and focused on their
careers. These traits were passed on to their children.
Now we’re enjoying much of the fruits of their
labors. These individuals and companies invented
many items as transistors and lasers – in the spirit of
Thomas Edison.

This dedication to scientific and engineering work
led to prosperity for our communities. We have
prosperity now; but is the trend going in the right
direction? Perhaps, our communities can benefit by
shifting a little more toward the inventing and to the
doing. Ultimately, isn’t this where prosperity de-
pends? Shouldn’t we lessen our reliance on off-shore
technology and ownership?

America has been surprised before and responded
– such as with Sputnick – then President John F.
Kennedy set the nation’s course in 10 years to the
moon. Correction for New Jersey, though, need not
be as dramatic.

ExpressRail, the Port Authority’s ship-to-rail ter-
minals in New Jersey, shattered a record for con-
tainer volume in 2004, handling 22 percent more
containers than 2003. The substantial growth in rail
traffic at the port was due to growth in incoming
containerized trade from Asia.

We ask, “Is this train heading in the wrong direc-
tion?”

Councilman Fixes Speed Limit Sign
The 25 MPH speed limit sign on North Avenue

across from the Jolly Trolley has been hanging
upside down since November - mimicking 52 MPH.

We published a photograph about it back then,
hoping someone from town would fix it. It was too
high for our step ladder. Councilman Andy Skibitsky,
when told about it last week, called the DPW and had
it fixed within hours. Well done. The rumors must be
true that Mr. Skibitsky is running for mayor.

The public can often be passive
when it comes to how their gov-
ernment works. It’s a natural ten-
dency. Residents attend school
board meetings generally if they
have kids in the system. They at-
tend town council meetings when
an issue such as parking or pro-
posed lights at a football stadium
impacts them directly. But who
goes to county government meet-
ings? Is Elizabeth so far away and
so worrisome?

Meetings of the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders are
held at the Union County Admin-
istration Building in Elizabeth,
located behind the County Court-
house on Broad Street, on Thurs-
day nights. Only a few people
attend these meetings in addition
to the weekly press.

County government is very im-
portant, and it is the second largest
portion of property tax bills. They
have jurisdiction over county
parks, roads and the county’s cor-
rectional facility. The county bud-
get has reached $374 million, an
increase of $100 million in spend-
ing since 1996. County depart-
ment heads make in excess of
$100,000 each and receive retro-
active pay raises annually from
the freeholders.

In addition, the board often votes
themselves raises, although they
did not do so last year. Yet, there is
never an outcry on any of these
actions. Their are projects the
county has backed intended to
improve the quality of life for
county residents such as the pro-
posed ferry and light rail projects
that are aimed at enhancing trans-
portation efforts in the county.

The county expanded the voca-
tional-technical schools and will
unveil later this year an expanded
Trailside Nature and Science Cen-
ter and a new Public Safety build-
ing in Westfield that will house
the county police headquarters as
well a state-of-the-art crime lab
for the prosecutor’s office. The

county has also been preserving
open space at a faster pace than
even they anticipated.

With both the positive and nega-
tives of county government just
addressed, there is a definite need
for the freeholders to do more to
reach out to their constituents. The
freeholders need to start holding
meetings at municipal buildings
and other venues throughout the
county. Perhaps, special budget
presentations could be part of these
meetings — or a Saturday morn-
ing meeting could be arranged as
a listening post, similar to what
some municipal governments do
to gauge opinions of residents.

While voters do not get the op-
portunity to vote on county bud-
gets as they do on school spending
plans, these same voters have the
right to know the intricate details
of where their hard-earned tax
money is being spent.

To the public we say, don’t be
taken back by the fact that the
freeholders meet in Elizabeth dur-
ing the nighttime. When the county
first discussed organized deer
hunts to reduce the white-tailed
deer population in the early 1990s,
the freeholders were met with
standing-room only crowds from
residents mostly in the western
areas of the county such as
Mountainside. These residents
traveled as a group. Those that are
concerned over traveling to Eliza-
beth at night should get their own
group together to attend these
meetings.

Union County voters need to
educate themselves by reading
articles and following the actions
of their elected officials at all lev-
els of government. Once they have
that information, they need to
voice their opinions and hold
elected officials responsible at the
election polls, regardless of party
affiliation.

If we are to have government
“by the people,” the people must
at least stop by the meetings.

Letters to the Editor
Reader Takes Issue With Column
On Sports In Parochial Schools

Berney Heeney Never Lost Dignity
During Taping of Council Meetings

This is in response to Bruce Johnson’s
February 3 article in The Westfield Leader
called “Time to Put Parochial Schools in
a League of Their Own.” His point may
have made for a good discussion item, if
its premise wasn’t false, and its facts so
inaccurate.

A child growing up in Westfield starts
soccer in kindergarten, and other sports
not long after. The plethora of both town
sponsored (read tax supported) and pri-
vate teams means these kids have ample
opportunity to develop their athletic prow-
ess, even before they are eligible for var-
sity sports.

Public schools in towns like Westfield
have the money to draw excellent coaches.
In the typical parochial school, the pay is
so low that coaches must teach other
classes to make a living. And with a
population of 30,000, Westfield has a
very large pool of kids to draw on.

Most of the schools Mr. Johnson men-
tions are single-sex schools, and therein
lies one of the answers for their success.
The attendees don’t have the distractions
present in a mixed-sex public school, and
as a result, they tend to be more serious
about their academics and sports. Fur-
ther, “the best recruitment is success,”
and these schools are successful.

Here are some of the inaccuracies in
this article. One statement is “how do so
many good swimmers find their way to
Metuchen, because of St. Joseph’s aca-
demic reputation?” With two sons as
graduates of St. Joe’s, I can say yes!
Ninety-eight percent of St. Joseph’s gradu-
ates go to college. How could they with-
out a good academic education?

Perhaps the tight discipline and zero
tolerance for alcohol and drugs in schools
like St. Joe’s also contribute to a winning
way.

On his comment “St. Joseph’s once
had a Jewish swimmer from Staten Island
magically enroll to fill a void,” perhaps he
should be praising the school’s

ecumenicalism. Catholic schools do not
limit attendance to only Catholics.

Mr. Johnson goes on to assert that
Central Catholic in Pittsburgh, last year’s
winner of the Pennsylvania State AAA
football championship, “pillaged’ play-
ers from 13 counties!” As a Central Catho-
lic graduate, I know that to be false. But I
called the school to verify. And of course
the statement is false. It may be 13 school
districts, or 13 neighborhoods, but defi-
nitely not 13 counties. There are no dorms
at Central or St. Joe’s, so students must
commute on a daily basis.

Further, Central is forbidden to recruit
athletes from outside its central district of
Pittsburgh by the diocese, the WPIAL,
and the PIAA. If someone on his own
applies, meets the academic standards,
and can commute, they are accepted. There
are no academic scholarships. Students
may receive aid on a need basis only.
Otherwise tuition is paid by the student
(close to $7,000), part by the parish/dio-
cese, and perhaps partly by groups like
the alumni association.

Finally, while I do not know Mr.
Johnson’s motivation for this article (other
than sour grapes), it certainly smacks of
anti-Catholicism. What else are his state-
ments like “I’m sure a catholic education
isn’t a bad thing,” “in need of good ‘ol
catholic school education,” “pillaged of
their top talent by the parochial giant,”
(Central is smaller than Westfield), etc.
At the very least, Mr. Johnson is disre-
spectful of the Catholic faith by repeat-
edly using a small c in Catholic – which
isn’t even the proper meaning used. When
he used the word Jewish it was with a
capital J, as I’m sure he would have with
Islam.

A previous article by Mr. Johnson on
being turned off by TV sports was well
written and objective. I can only hope he
returns to that approach.

Joe Boscia
Westfield

Westfield Commuters
Need to Contact Town

To Reduce Parking Fees
I am writing again to ask that Westfield

commuters, who have been subject to an
unfair tax increase, contact their local
legislators to get action to reduce the cost
of commuter parking and obtain refunds
for the excessive parking charges already
paid in 2005.

The town has probably paid millions of
dollars to consultants and other profes-
sionals with regard to the parking deck.
On top of that, commuter parking fees
were raised exorbitantly, as compared to
surrounding towns, purportedly to pay
for the cost of the parking deck.

Now that the parking deck has been
overwhelmingly rejected by the voters,
and large amounts of money wasted by
this town, the town has an obligation to
make this right and reduce the parking
costs immediately and retroactively to
the beginning of the calendar year to what
the cost was before the parking deck
became an issue.

I would ask all Westfield voters to keep
this issue in mind when we next vote. I
certainly will. The town should not be
administering or raising back door taxes
in this way. Thank you for printing this as
well as the other letters you’ve printed on
this subject.

Samuel Kahn
Westfield

Resumption of Rail
Freight Would be A
Positive for County

Resumption of rail freight service on
the Staten Island and Rahway Valley rail-
roads will be a positive for the economy
and the environment of Union County.

Rail freight service was suspended, not
abandoned, on these lines due to poor
management of the rail lines. Demand for
environmental friendly and low cost rail
service was and is still there. The plastics
manufacturers, lumber yards, steel dis-
tributors and recycling operations pro-
vide employment opportunities for Union
County residents which would be en-
hanced with access to the nation’s rail
network.

Large 18 wheelers operating over local
roads belch toxic exhaust into the air and
destroy our local tax supported infra-
structure. These 53-foot plus machines
running on North and South Avenues,
Route 22 and local roads are increasing
the burden on local taxpayers.

Has anyone noticed the signs and curbs
being destroyed by trucks? Truckers do
not pay local taxes. One rail car removes
three to five trucks from our roads.

The railways do not have to be rein-
vented. The tracks are there. The Union
County freeholders are making an invest-
ment in the future of the county by restor-
ing rail freight service to our local busi-
nesses, which employ our citizens. Addi-
tional businesses may consider moving to
Union County if rail freight service is
available.

Walter Appel
Scotch Plains

I am writing to share my experience as
a volunteer during 2000-2001, when I sat
(or rather crouched) at Bernie Heeney’s
knee in Council Chambers, panning a
camera to capture Town Council meet-
ings for playback on TV-36. This was in
the early days of the now five-year-old
Westfield TV-36 Department, before any
staff was hired.

 With camera and tripod, I hid right
next to Bernie, behind the giant desk he
sat behind, as he faced the audience. He
never lost his dignity and never com-
plained at this awkward behind-the-scenes
choreography, because, I felt, he respected
the sincerity of my effort. In the midst of
his own numerous responsibilities, he
was also attentive and helpful to my task,
for instance reminding the public to talk
into the microphone.

 For the chance to work with and watch
Bernie Heeney being Bernie Heeney, I
am very grateful, and I will miss him.

It also must be noted that Westfield’s
new Town Clerk, Claire Gray, is another
of Westfield’s treasures. Her calm, take-
charge attitude and professionalism left
an unmistakable mark of progress and

problem solving on any number of issues
that I brought to Town Hall as a volunteer
board chair. Bernie and all of us can now
rest easy knowing that she will wield the
town’s official stamp.

Philip Falcone
Westfield

Letters to
the Editor

Mayoral Nod Is About What’s Best
For Westfield, Not Political Party

It is with great interest as I read your
newspaper that we have two men who
have expressed interest in running for
mayor on the Republican ticket. I would
just like to remind the people who choose
the standard bearer for this party that it is
about what is good for Westfield and not
how a person gets along with the power
structure that matters.

Council members who truly had
Westfield in mind and did not always
go with the flow were rewarded, in my
mind, by the 80-20 defeat of the park-
ing garage. The people in this commu-
nity want sound facts, not quiet resig-

nation to smoke and mirrors from their
mayor and town council.

 

Richard Parry
Westfield

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Plaguy – Troublesome; annoying
2. Impennate – Without feathers or

wings
3. Hegemonic – Ruling; predominant
4. Hebetation – The act of making dull

or stupid

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

DRAWK
1. Coarse weeds growing in grain; wild

oats
2. Disgraceful; cheap
3. Of little or no consequence
4. Barren; unprofitable

FERMILLET
1. Hives
2. A buckle or clasp
3. A tobacco or money pouch
4. A jewler’s gouging tool for working

in a depression, as in engraving metal
TIMBROLOGY

1. The study of eye diseases and care
2. In political economy, the science of

commercial exchanges
3. The science or study of postage

stamps
4. The study of prehistoric birds

IMPRECATION
1. A curse
2. Humiliation; shame; falling from

grace
3. A dashing or clashing
4. A tearing in pieces
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