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Dan Kelly Begins Tenure
As New Town Fire Chief

By PAUL PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Westfield’s fire
department is now under new leader-
ship with the swearing-
in Tuesday of Dan Kelly
as the new fire chief.

A Westfielder for most
of his life since 1960 – he
lived in Summit for three
years when he first got
married – Chief Kelly has
been a town firefighter
for 25 years, serving un-
der four chiefs during his
tenure.

He was appointed a
volunteer with the de-
partment in the fall of
1978 following his graduation from
Westfield High School. He credits his
father, who is still an active member
of the Westfield Fire Department, for

his interest in joining the department.
“I developed an interest in the fire

service from his (his father’s) partici-
pation as a volunteer firefighter in the

community,” he said.
His grandfather served

for a brief time as a chief
of a volunteer department
in the Pittsburgh suburbs
before his grandparents
moved to New Jersey.

Chief Kelly joined the
department as a full-time,
paid member in August
of 1981. He ascended to
lieutenant in August of
1990, captain in Novem-
ber of 1999 and, most re-

cently, deputy chief in May of 2003.
“I think any officer’s goal is to

aspire to the office of chief,” said
Chief Kelly.

Since joining the department, Chief

Kelly worked for four chiefs.
“I am fortunate that I’ve had the

opportunity to work under different
chiefs so that I could experience four
different management styles,” he
said.

Among his goals and objectives in
leading the department forward, Chief
Kelly plans to increase public educa-
tion in fire and life safety programs in
the town and develop more advanced
programs for the town firefighters.

“I’m fortunate that I have a very
young department. There has been a
lot of retirements in the last three
years,” he said. “I have a young core
of very aggressive officers.”

Although Westfield sees about a
dozen major fires a year, Chief Kelly
said the department has been experi-
encing a jump in calls to the depart-
ment. In addition, mutual aid to com-
munities in Union County has been
on the rise as well, he said.

“One of the other challenges the

Horace R. Corbin for The Leader
Westfield Fire Chief Dan Kelly

Health Bd. Investigates
Ringworm Outbreak;
Groomer Closes Doors
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Michelle Helen Le Poidevin for The Westfield  Leader
THRILLER...Hillcrest Avenue in Westfield was the backdrop for Unholy, a
thriller filmed by Westfield native Sam Freeman, who serves as the movie’s
executive producer and writer. Pictured, center, actress Adrienne Barbeau
rehearses her lines with a fellow actor. The movie is expected to be released in the
summer. See story on Page 20.

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Regional Health Department be-
gan receiving calls last November
regarding an outbreak of ringworm
in local animals. Upon further in-
vestigation, it was determined that
the majority of the cases were
linked to The Dog Patch, a groomer
formerly located on South Avenue.

The Dog Patch is now closed
and the phone has been shut off.
Gail Cheety, an investigator for the
Board of Health who handles cases
involving communicable diseases,
stated that although the board was
involved in the inspection and dis-
infection of the location, it was not
responsible for shutting it down.

“Let’s put it this way,” Ms.
Cheety said, “She (the owner) may
have closed because of that (the
investigation), but I can’t say for
sure.”

The Board of Health does not
routinely inspect pet groomers un-
less they receive complaints. After
receiving numerous complaints,
Ms. Cheety contacted the Westfield
Veterinary Group which confirmed
that they were currently treating “a
few” dogs that had been diagnosed

with ringworm and had been to
The Dog Patch.

Ringworm is a contagious fun-
gus infection that can affect the
scalp, the feet and the nails of
animals and humans. Despite its
name, it has nothing to do with
worms. The name comes from the
characteristic red ring that can ap-
pear on an infected person’s skin.

Ringworm is difficult to pre-
vent. The fungus is very common,
and it is contagious even before
symptoms appear. Longhaired
dogs are especially hard to diag-
nose because the infected sight
can be hidden under fur.

Ringworm is spread either by
direct or indirect contact. People
can become infected by direct skin-
to-skin contact with an infected
person or pet. People can also get
ringworm indirectly by contact
with objects or surfaces that an
infected person or pet has touched.

The Health Department was not
able to pinpoint the origin of the
outbreak, but Ms. Cheety stated
that to prevent it, “you really have
to be up on it.” She also stated that
after the owner of The Dog Patch

Sal Caruana

Andy Skibitsky

PAGE INDEX
Regional ........ 2-3
Editorial ........ 4-5
Community ... 6-7

Obituary ........ 17
Education ...... 15-16
Sports ............ 9-13

Real Estate........9-16
Classifieds............18
A&E .............. 19-20

               Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader
DOGS WORST NIGHTMARE…The Dog Patch, a pet groomer formerly
located on South Avenue, closed its doors in December after numerous cases
of ringworm were reported to the Westfield Regional Health Department.
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Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
A PROUD MOMENT…Daniel Kelly made his rounds shaking hands with members of the Westfield Town Council after
his swearing in as the new Chief of the Westfield Fire Department Tuesday night. Chief Kelly became the eighth chief in the
history of the department.

Caruana, Skibitsky Vie for GOP Mayoral
Nod; Committee to Meet In Two Weeks

By PAUL PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Westfield Coun-
cilmen Sal Caruana and Andy Skibitsky
officially announced this week that they
would vie for the local Republican Party
nomination for mayor.

“I’ve asked that my name
be considered among oth-
ers for the office of mayor,”
said Councilman Caruana,
who was elected to the
council in 2002.

He said if he is not suc-
cessful in garnering the
committee’s bid for
mayor, he would like to
be considered for reelec-
tion to his council seat.
He declined to specify his
platform, noting he
wanted the process for the
committee to chose its
candidate first.

“We came off a divisive
time in terms of the deck,”
he said, a reference to last
November, when voters
defeated the proposed $10
million downtown park-
ing deck by a margin of 80
to 20 percent.

Councilman Caruana
currently serves as Vice
Chairman of the council’s Public
Safety, Transportation and Parking
Committee. He was Chairman of the
Code Review and Town Property

Committee last year.
He is the President and Chief Ex-

ecutive Officer of the Foster Capital
Corporation, an investment manage-
ment company he founded in 1991.

Councilman Skibitsky, who was
also elected to a three-year term rep-

resenting the third ward
in 2002, is likewise seek-
ing the party’s nod. Like
Mr. Caruana, his council
term expires at the end of
the year.

“I am prepared to work
hard in the upcoming elec-
tions and am confident
that Westfield’s voters will
recognize my record as a
council member, my ser-
vice to the community and
my bipartisan approach to
problem solving,” Coun-
cilman Skibitsky said.

“As Mayor of Westfield,
I would continue to work
toward new and innova-
tive ideas designed to pro-
tect our residents and fur-
ther enhance the quality of
living in our town. I have
been proud to represent
the people of the third ward
and look forward to serv-
ing all of my fellow resi-

dents in the years to come,” he said.
Councilman Skibitsky, who serves

as Vice Chairman of the Public Works
Committee, is a product director with

Schering Plough.
Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (R-

21), the Westfield Republican Mu-
nicipal Chairman, said the Republican
Committee has received requests from
Councilmen Caruana and Skibitsky to
speak before the committee about the
mayoral nomination.

“They are two really good candi-
dates. So I am happy,” said Mr.

Bramnick, who indicated the com-
mittee would meet within the next
two weeks to consider the mayoral
nomination. He did not expect any
other candidates to come forward for
the nomination.

Former councilman Neil Sullivan
said several individuals had contacted
him to consider a run for mayor. Be-

Town Says No Wrongdoing
Reported In Home Sales

By PAUL PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Town Council approved four appli-
cations Tuesday night for the demoli-
tion of single-family homes. Prior to
the public meeting, Town Adminis-
trator James Gildea revealed that the
sales of the four properties did not
involve an intermediary as had been
questioned by two council members
at last week’s council agenda meet-
ing. Three of the properties were sold
to builder Michael Mahoney.

Mr. Gildea reported that the home
at 774 Knollwood Terrace was owned
by Peter and Anne La Tartara from
February 1978 to April 1997 and sold
to Carol Mingping Lee, who owned
the home until December 2004. A
property at 753 Norgate was owned
by Harry and Barbara Zietchick from
July 1980 through December 2004,
and the single-family dwelling at 890
Talcott Road was owned by Neal and
Emily Snitow from 1985 through
December 2004. Mr. Mahoney re-
portedly purchased all three homes in
December 2004.

The fourth property to be demol-
ished at, 202 Golf Edge, was owned
by Robert and Cynthia Oberhand from
July 1978 through February 1998; by
Cynthia Oberhand through August
2003, and by James Zissler and Joanne

Quinn through December 2004 when
the property was sold to Gary Moore.

“There is no intermediary (on any
of the transactions). All clearly knew
they were selling to a builder,”
Mr.Gildea told the governing body.

Mr. Gildea later told The Westfield
Leader that Mr. Mahoney “is very
much following the rules as he al-
ways has.” He said after the town’s
tax collector reviewed the sales of the
homes that, “there is no funny busi-

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
NEWLY APPOINTED…Chief Dan Kelly’s wife, Karen, proudly attaches her
husband’s new badge at his swearing in ceremony Tuesday night. Chief Kelly has
been a Westfield firefighter for more than 25 years.

Out-of-District Placements One
Factor In Spec. Ed. Budget Hike

By ED COONEY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The rising cost of
out-of-district placements for students
with disabilities and the addition of a
new class for autistic students are two
of the driving factors behind a
$1,453,141 increase in the special
education portion of the Westfield
school district’s proposed 2005-2006
school year budget.

The district will seek $16,327,653
to fund the district’s special educa-

tion programs, which serve 1,009
Westfield students, or approximately
16 percent of the population, this
year. This total represents almost 20
percent of the total proposed budget
request of $72,982,339.

Dr. Ted Kozlick, Director of Spe-
cial Services for the Westfield school
district, was at Tuesday night’s Board
of Education meeting to discuss the
special education budget with the
board in further detail.

Using enrollment data from the
2004-2005 and 2003-2004 school
years, Dr. Kozlick showed the board
that the number of students accessing
special services continues to grow.

This year, there are 641 students in
the district’s Resource Room pro-
grams, as opposed to 633 last year.
There are 114 students in self-con-
tained programs this year, while there
were only 91 last year. Dr. Kozlick
attributes this increase to a “signifi-
cant number of pre-school students”
needing special services.

A large portion of these students
are enrolled in early intervention pro-
grams. The district placed 117 stu-
dents in out-of-district programs for
which it has to pay tuition, versus 110
in the 2003-2004 school year. The
only area of the special services de-
partment that hasn’t seen an increase
in student population is the speech
therapy section of the department,
which has 137 students this year, down
from 141 last year.

“We’ve been very stable in terms of
increase,” he said. Concordant with
an increase in students, the district
requires an increase in personnel to
educate and care for them. In total,
the in-district personnel portion of
the proposed special education bud-
get shows an increase of 11.5 percent.
Robert Berman, Board of Education
Secretary and Business Administra-
tor, noted the increases are due to
“unbudgeted positions” added dur-
ing the 2004-2005 school year. Addi-
tionally, the district has budgeted
$95,000 for the formation of a class
of autistic students, ages three to six
years old. The money will go towards
staffing the class with one teacher
and two paraprofessionals, as well as
speech and language services. Super-
intendent of Schools Dr. William
Foley noted that if not for the forma-
tion of this class, the students would
have to be educated out-of-district at
Westfield’s expense. Dr. Foley esti-
mates that the autistic class will gen-
erate “a savings between $120,000
and $130,000.”

If the program is approved as part
of the budget the Westfield commu-
nity will vote on April 19, there is the
possibility it could grow.

“Educating autistic students in the
primary grades is clearly our next
step,” said Dr. Foley. Autistic stu-
dents are the fastest growing classifi-
cation of students with special needs


