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One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

King Kong: The Wonder
Doesn’t Cease

By CAROL F. DAVIS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

This New Year’s Eve, the Westfield
Symphony Orchestra will present
The Guys and Dolls of Broadway, a
musical revue of classics from
American theater. The performers
will be stars from the Broadway stage
and will include Rita Harvey, who is
currently starring in “Fiddler On The
Roof” in New York City. The event
will take place in the auditorium of
Westfield High School and is fam-
ily-friendly. Tickets are $25 and $50
and may be purchased by calling
(908) 232-9400 or by contacting
westfieldsymphony@yahoo.com.

* * * * * * *
Ring in 2006 at one of these fam-

ily-oriented, alcohol-free First Night
Celebrations…

* * * * * * *
Montclair, one of New Jersey’s

original First Night sites, will feature
names like Richie Havens, Tom
Chapin, and The Amazing Kreskin.
There will be free shuttle bus service
from the designated parking areas.
Tickets for adults are $15. For the
complete schedule or directions, call
(973) 509-4958 or visit: http://
www.firstnightmontclair.com.

* * * * * * *
No matter when you are there, Red

Bank is just one of those places to be.
Their First Night will run from 6 p.m.
until 12:30 a.m., and tickets are $10.
Entertainment includes folk dancers,
storytellers, blues, opera, face paint-
ing, poetry and a lot more. The com-
plete schedule is online at: http://
www. r edbankf i r s tn igh t . com/
redbankfirstnight/2006/. Email them
at: info@redbankfirstnight.com, or
call (732) 933-9473 x20.

* * * * * * *
Maplewood/South Orange divides

their program into a section for the
kids earlier in the evening, and an
adult, family-friendly celebration
later on. Check out the interactive
murder mystery at the library. Ad-
mission buttons are $10. For infor-
mation on this event, visit: http://
www.firstnightmapso.org or call
(973) 76-FIRST.

* * * * * * *
Morris County’s festivities will take

place in Morristown, and this year,
single buttons are $15, and a family
four-pack is $50. Your button will get
you into events including magicians,
art exhibits, dance, the amazing Colo-
nial Symphony, and fireworks. For
information, call (973) 455-0708,
email: www.FirstNightMorris.com, or
log onto: http://firstnightmorris.com/
2006/.

* * * * * * *
Other participating towns include:

Manasquan, Mount Holly,
Haddonfield, Ridgewood, and
Teaneck. Check out local accommo-
dations and plan to spend the night
out of town. Ocean City is hosting a
B&B tour the next day, complete with
jitney service. Happy New Year!

Get Outta’
The House

Westfield’s Jack Chaves Destined
For Professional Dance Career

By MICHELLE H. Le POIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Jack Chaves of
Westfield has been relishing a special
role in the New York City Ballet’s
(NYCB) production of George
Balanchine’s The Nutcracker at Lin-
coln Center.

The seventh grader at Edison Inter-
mediate School in Westfield and a
student at the School of American
Ballet (SAB) in New York City, has
been participating in 23 performances
of the holiday classic which began on
November 25 and runs through De-
cember 30.

Being a young male ballet dancer
is truly a unique angle to Jack’s story,
related his mother, Martha, during a
telephone interview.

“It’s been a long, long road,” said
Jack’s mother, Martha Chaves. “This
is his passion and this is what he
wants.”

“I used to do gymnastics and then
one summer I decided to start a dance
program with a friend for fun at the
Center For Dance Education (CDE)
in Clark,” explained Jack. At CDE, he
also took hip-hop, jazz, ballet, lyrical
and modern dance classes. His exper-
tise was so impressive that he was
paid by the center to assist teaching
hip-hop to younger male dancers.

Jack, who has also performed dur-
ing the half-time show for the Orange
Bowl in Florida, has contributed his
dance skills to the production of a
children’s dance tape for Kineesy

Kids, which was produced and re-
leased for sale. The interactive video
demonstrated the benefits of creative
movement. He also portrayed Romeo
in a duet with Juliet in the classic
Romeo and Juliet at the Kaufman
Center’s Merkin Concert Hall in New
York City.

However, Jack’s passion for ballet

Jack Chaves

LOC Seeks Male
Singers For La Boheme

WESTFIELD – The Little Opera
Company of New Jersey, a division
of the New Jersey Workshop for the
Arts, is seeking tenors, baritones and
basses for the chorus and minor roles
in its production of La Boheme,
Puccini’s story of Bohemian artists
and writers, set in Paris in the 1830s.

Auditions will be held at the New
Jersey Workshop for the Arts, 150-
152 East Broad Street in Westfield.
Those auditioning should have some
choral or solo vocal performance ex-
perience.

The professional opera company
will be performing La Boheme on
Saturday evening, March 4 and Sun-
day afternoon, March 5, at the Roy
Smith Theater at Union County Col-
lege in Cranford. Rehearsals begin in
January on Friday evenings and in-
clude two weekends of staging re-
hearsals at the end of February.

Those who are interested in audi-
tioning should call Valerie Pineda,
co-founder of The Little Opera Com-
pany, at (908) 789-9696 to arrange
for an audition time.

Additional information on the Little
Opera Company is available on the web
at www.njworkshopforthearts.com.

Don Williams for The Westfield Leader and The Times
NEW GROUP…The Westfield High School “Jazz Band II” performed for the
first time at last Thursday’s concert in the high school auditorium. The ensemble,
directed by Steven Stouffer and funded by an anonymous donor, was created this
year to provide the opportunity for more students to play in a jazz band.

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Reading books about
the holidays allows the holiday spirit to
last long after the festivities are over.
Check out these holiday gems.

Hanukkah, Kwanza, Christmas and
Chinese New Year are all represented
in an anthology of holiday writing
titled “Winter Lights: A Season in
Poems and Quilts” by Anna
Grossnickle Hines. In place of pic-
tures, quilts are used to illustrate these
holidays and others. The book, which
is targeted to the nine-12 year old
reader and is published by
Greenwillow, was just released this
October.

Also released in time for this year’s
holiday season is an interesting take
on the song, “The Twelve Days of
Christmas,” titled “Three French
Hens.” Colette, Poulette and Fifi are
sent from Paris to New York, but do
they make it safely? And what do the
Eight Nights of Hanukkah have to do
with three French Hens?  You’ll have
to pick up the book to find out! “Three
French Hens” is written by New Jer-
sey writer Margie Palatini and pub-
lished by Hyperion.

The story of the first Christmas is
retold for children ages four to eight
in “Angel Came to Nazareth: A Story
of the first Christmas” by Anthony
Knott. (Chronicle, 2005).  The rhym-
ing verse and beautiful pictures re-
ally make the Christmas story come
alive for this age group.

Can getting a hat for Christmas
really make a difference? It can if you
are a baby owl lost in the woods.
Children ages four to eight will enjoy
the picture book, “The Christmas Hat”
by A. J. Wood, and published by
Dutton Juvenile in 2005.

A few Hanukkah books were re-
leased in 2005, just in time for the

With Marylou MoranoBook NookBook NookBook NookBook NookBook Nook
No Matter Your Holiday,
There’s A Book For You

holiday. Rebecca Tova Ben Zvi’ “Four
Sides, Eight Nights: A New Spin on
Hanukkah” details the role of dreidels
in the holiday. Geared to readers who
are nine-12 years old, the book is
laden with information about Hanuk-
kah, from its history to present day
celebrations. Roaring Book Press pub-
lished it.

There’s something for readers of
every age in “Hanukkah
Shumanunkkah! a book written by
Esme Raji Codell, and published in
2005 by Hyperion.

If it’s Kwanza you want to read
about, there are several classics that
are still in print. “The Gifts of
Kwanza” by Synthia St. James (Albert
Whitman & Co., 1997) and “My First
Kwanza Book” by Debra Chocolate
(Scholastic, 1999) are great for young
people who wish to learn more about
the holiday.

As you deck the halls, light the
candles and trim the tree, remember
that you can learn more about the
holiday you celebrate by reading
about it.   Happy Holidays!!

C.A.S.T. To Hold
Variety Show

Community Actors Student The-
ater (C.A.S.T.) will hold a variety
show “C.A.S.T. from the Past” fea-
turing songs from Broadway.

The performance, which will be
held on January 5 at 7:00 p.m. at
David Brearley High School in
Kenilworth, will feature appearances
from both past and present C.A.S.T.
members.

Tickets are $5 in advance or $7 at the
door. For ticket information, contact
Karyn Mack 908-883-1359. To learn
more about C.A.S.T. visit castinfo.org.

JCC Features Book
Signing, Discussion

SCOTCH PLAINS – On Wednes-
day, January 11, at 7:30 p.m., the JCC
of Central New Jersey and the
Women’s Campaign of the Jewish
Federation of Central New Jersey will
feature an evening with author Ilene
Beckerman.

Ms. Beckerman will discuss her
newest book, “Makeovers at the
Beauty Counter of Happiness,” a ru-
mination on life, looks and what re-
ally matters. Copies of the book will
be available for purchase and sign-
ing.

This program is the first of in a
series of “Three Authors in Three
Months” evenings that the JCC and
Jewish Federation are running this
winter and spring. For more informa-
tion, contact Felicia Korman, direc-
tor of the women’s campaign at
JFCNJ, at (908) 889-5335, x 301.

Happy
New Year’s
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truly began when he took a master’s
ballet class. Next, he auditioned and
began dancing for the New Jersey
Dance Theater Ensemble. He danced
in spring workshops and the
ensemble’s production of The Nut-
cracker, portraying Fritz, Chinese and
Soldier.

Jack decided to take his dance ca-
reer to the Big Apple, where he danced
with the Harkness Youth Ballet. He
performed in their spring show. Last
year, he also danced with the New
Jersey Ballet as Fritz in the Paper
Mill Playhouse’s Nutcracker produc-
tion.

“As that year ended, a polished,
older retired male dancer approached
me and told me he (Jack) needed to
start studying at the top,” said Martha,
“and that’s when he auditioned for
The School of American Ballet.”

Jack was accepted into SAB’s Boys
3 class (which met four times a week)
on a full scholarship. His second year
at SAB, he was promoted to Boys 4,
attending class five days per week. So,
when classes at Edison Intermediate
School end every day, Jack hops the
train from Westfield to New York City.

With the NYCB, Jack has been paid to
perform at the state theatre in Lincoln
Center. He danced in the NYCB’s spring
ballet, Harlequinade, and in the same
ballet in Saratoga Springs, N.Y. that
summer. He also auditioned and studied
with the New York State Summer School
of the Arts in Saratoga Springs last sum-
mer for their intensive program.

In February, Jack will begin study-
ing at the Professional Children’s
School (PCS) in New York City. The
college-preparatory, private, all-aca-
demic institution specializes in drama,
acting, and other subjects, accommo-
dating youngsters who are studying
and working professionally. Famous
graduates include musicians Buddy
Rich, Yo-Yo Ma, and actress Sarah
Jessica Parker.

What do Jack’s friends think about
his desire to dance professionally?

“They don’t talk a lot about it,” he
said. “They respect that it is what I
love to do.”

“In a nutshell, it’s a great way to let
stress out, to express yourself, and to
be in good shape,” added Jack.

On the day of his interview with
The Leader/Times, Jack received a
long-awaited call revealing his ac-
ceptance to the School of American
Ballet, the official training academy
of the New York City Ballet. He was
very excited and related that he would
eventually like to have a professional
dancing career in the NYCB or the
American Ballet Theater.

Amy Bordy, director of public re-
lations at SAB added that she hopes
young people in Westfield will con-
sider following in Jack’s footsteps.

By Michael S. Goldberger
3 popcorns

This one’s more like a real monkey, just
in case you were wondering. A very big
real monkey. The latest techno wizardry,
combined with director Peter Jackson’s
pick-and-choose reinterpretation of
Merian C. Cooper’s 1933 classic, make
this King Kong a tad more, well, human.

Granted, we ultimately felt sorry
for the old fellow in the original, even
if he did decimate a good portion of
the Venture’s crew and then contin-
ued his destructive ways once wash-
ing ashore in New York. After all, he
was duped.

King Kong fanatics have by now
filled innumerable blogs and threads
on the differences and similarities
between the original and the recon-
struction. In these matters, minutiae
reigns supreme. It’s a tough job, but
someone’s got to do it.

Suffice it to note that Mr. Jackson’s
take follows the spirit, if not the letter,
of Merian Cooper’s groundbreaking
adventure yarn. However, while a
right handsome homage to the iconic
ape tale, sprinkled with no more camp
references than necessary to that aim,
the movie simultaneously establishes
its own feel and identity.

It’s all good. This is Saturday after-
noon matinee, hold-onto your-pith-
helmets excitement at its best. The
action scenes are rip roaring, the all-
encompassing romance and pageantry
rootin’ tootin’.

Naomi Watts is a vision as the
intrepid beauty for whom the beast
falls. In a suitable script switch, Adrien
Brody is credible as the other man in
the rather odd love triangle. But here,
instead of being chief deckhand, Jack
Driscoll is a famed writer and thus the
story’s moral conscience.

So there’s no shortage of conflict
here, and hence not many ebbs in the
constant flow of derring-do. And, like
the beast himself, the film moves
quickly. Still, with three hours and
seven minutes before the title charac-
ter makes his fated climb to the top of

the Empire State Building, this might
present a challenge for some.

Which brings us to a critical conun-
drum. It’s a whole hour before we see
the big guy. And while what precedes
that is chock full of interesting fili-
gree, bits of sociology and a little
history, all in a get ready for what’s to
come sort of way, one wonders.
Granted, without a suitable test audi-
ence available, it’s academic. Kong is
in our culture. Perhaps you can’t sepa-
rate it. But if you had never heard of
the brute before, would all this exposi-
tion before the expedition prove a bore?

That duly noted, it behooves to
mention that in some areas this King
Kong makes a very big footprint of its
own. While writer-director Mr.
Jackson’s obviously passionate in-
terpretation is to be commended for
its restraint and good judgment, where
this version really excels is, alas, in
the special effects.

Decidedly, the new Kong doesn’t
have to equal the old Kong’s
groundbreaking stature to earn our ac-
colades. And anyway, to say so might
border on sacrilege. Nonetheless, in
some measure, it does achieve a no-
table distinction, not only in the display
of the latest phantasmagoria, but more-
over in its pragmatic use of the f/x
drawer. The fantastic recreation of New
York City, circa 1933, is a joy to behold.

A scene you won’t quickly forget,
illustrative of this superior application,
has Denham and company hightailing it
through a jungle alleyway, a stampede of
brontosauruses and the like hot on their
heels. The combination of computer
magic, animation and truly brilliant cho-
reography is a scintillating reminder of
what the movies is capable of from time
to time and why, like King Kong, we just
keep coming back for more.

* * * * * * *
King Kong, rated PG-13, is a Uni-

versal Pictures release directed by
Peter Jackson and stars Naomi Watts,
Jack Black and Adrien Brody. Run-
ning time: 187 minutes.
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