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Ms. Jennifer P. Lee and Michael F. Pattyson

Ms. Jennifer Lee Engaged
To Michael Pattyson

Ms. Jennifer Priscilla Lee and
Michael Flagg Pattyson, both for-
merly of Westfield, have announced
their engagement.

Westfield High School sweethearts
who reunited after 43 years, the
couple plans to marry on Saturday,
February 4. The morning ceremony
will be held at the First United Meth-
odist Church in Westfield. Relatives
and close friends will attend a cham-
pagne brunch afterwards at Aliperti’s
Ristorante in Clark.

Ms. Lee is the mother of Brad Stout

and Mrs. Aimee Stout Cinzori. Mr.
Pattyson is the father of Shane Pattyson,
Mrs. Kelli Tobias, Ms. Linnea Dotson
and Mrs. Megan Haskins.

The newlyweds will reside in
Castle Hayne, N.C.

Brian Cronin and Miss Kristen Pratt

Miss Kristen Pratt
To Wed Brian Cronin

Ms. Miriam Anderson and David
Pratt of Charleston, S.C. have an-
nounced the engagement of their
daughter, Miss Kristen Pratt, to Brian
PJ Cronin. He is the son of Mr. and
Mrs. Jeremiah Cronin of Spring
Lake, formerly of Westfield.

The bride-elect, a South Carolina
native, graduated in 1996 from
Stratford High School in Charles-
ton, S.C. and in 2000 from Converse
College in Spartanburg, S.C. She is
an event planner with The Bowery
Mission & Kids with a Promise in
New York.

Her fiancé is a 1993 graduate of

Westfield High School and a 1997
graduate of Skidmore College in
Saratoga Springs, N.Y. He works in
development with the Hudson Guild
in New York and as a playwright. Mr.
Cronin’s plays have been produced in
New York as well as internationally.

The couple met in New York in
2002, when Miss Pratt was perform-
ing in a play by the writer-director
Richard Foreman, with whom Mr.
Cronin was a sound designer for
many years.

The couple will be married in June
2006 in Beaufort, S.C. and will re-
side in Manhattan.Holy Trinity Seniors

Announce Meeting
WESTFIELD – The Holy Trinity

Senior Social Club will hold its first
meeting of 2006 on Monday, January
9, at 1:30 p.m. in the Holy Trinity
Interparochial School gymnasium on
First Street in Westfield.

A team from the Westfield Area
“Y” will speak and demonstrate exer-
cises for arthritis and osteoporosis.

Jean White, group fitness coordi-
nator at the “Y,” will discuss the
benefits of any kind of exercise for
senior citizens. Anna Daniels, a cer-
tified fitness instructor trained in Tai
Chi, will demonstrate some of the
movements that are especially help-
ful.

The Reverend Matthew Looney,
who is director and trip planner for
the club, will announce upcoming
trips. Attendees will have an oppor-
tunity to sign up for a Wednesday,
March 22 trip to Doolan’s in Spring
Lake for a feast of St. Joseph’s cel-
ebration.

Senior Olympics Champion
To Be Luncheon Speaker

WESTFIELD – Claire Butler, 88, a
Senior Olympics champion and winner
of nine gold medals and one silver
medal in archery, will be the speaker
January 4 at the First Wednesday Lun-
cheon of the Westfield Historical Soci-
ety, to be held at noon at B.G. Fields
Restaurant,  560 Springfield Avenue in
Westfield.

A Mountainside resident and a Real-
tor with the Myra M. Woods office
there, Mrs. Butler has been active in
sports competition most of her life. She
was a champion roller skater in the
1940s, performing at Rockefeller Cen-
ter and Madison Square Garden.

After serving as a WAAC lieutenant
in the United States Air Force during
World War II, Mrs. Butler became a
professional dancer and figure skater. It
was while competing in the New Jersey
Senior Olympics in Lake Placid in 1987
with her skating team that she first
noticed archery competition in a nearby

arena and became interested in pursu-
ing the sport herself. She was 70 years
old at the time.

She has participated in the United
States National Senior Olympics every
two years since 1989. Besides her med-
als, she has received many other hon-
ors, including the President’s Sports
Award from President Bill Clinton for
her athletic excellence and commit-
ment to health and fitness.

 Mrs. Butler will discuss her love of
archery and why she feels it is a sport in
which anyone can compete. She also
will bring to the luncheon some of the
different bows, arrows and targets she
uses in competition.

A telephone committee of the soci-
ety will contact regular attendees of the
luncheon to verify their reservations.
Space permitting, others also may at-
tend. Interested individuals are asked
to call (908) 233-2930 by noon on Mon-
day, January 2.

Shapedown Program
To Begin Jan. 9 at CSH

MOUNTAINSIDE – Parents con-
cerned about their children, ages
seven through 12, who may be over-
weight or increasingly inactive are
invited to take part with their young-
sters in the Shapedown program at
Children’s Specialized Hospital
(CSH).

Shapedown, which originated in
California, works directly with the
child and his or her family to de-
velop a healthy lifestyle, including
healthy eating, exercise and family
communication.

This 10-week program will begin
on Monday, January 9, and conclude
on Monday, March 13. It will be held
every Monday from 6:30 to 8:30
p.m. at the CSH facility at 150 New
Providence Road in Mountainside.

At least one parent or guardian is
required to participate with each
child in the two-hour sessions, as the
program is designed to enhance the
entire family’s understanding of
weight management, nutrition and
physical fitness. Instructors will in-
clude a physical therapist, nurse, di-
etitian and a psychologist.

Space for the program is limited.
For more information or to register,
please call 888-CHILDREN, exten-
sions no. 5707 or 5478.

JANUARY SPECIAL

Mr. Siano’s Beliefs Are the Very
Antithesis of Christianity

I initially questioned The Westfield
Leader’s judgment in publishing Donald
Siano’s ugly and mindless attack upon
the town’s menorah. It seemed to me that
expressions of religious prejudice are sim-
ply unfit for publication. Ultimately, how-
ever, I came to realize that exposing one
individual’s distorted view of “Christian
love” provided a valuable reminder that
religious bigotry continues to persist in
our society, even among those whose
religion promotes “good will to all.”

Mr. Siano seems to have reached the
stunningly inane hypothesis that the
Westfield synagogue that donated the
menorah to Westfield and, by extension,
its Jewish members have deliberately in-
sulted the Christian community by plac-
ing the menorah in a position that is more
prominent than the crèche (and, no doubt,
the 50-foot Christmas tree that stands
behind it).

In support of this paranoid fantasy, he
posed a number of rhetorical questions
concerning the history and placement of
the menorah. At the risk of dignifying his
poisonous little manifesto with a response,
I’ll repeat and answer some of his dis-
tasteful queries:

How did the placement of the menorah
“come to be so near, and in front of, the
nativity scene?” “When was the menorah
first placed here? (I think last year was the
first time).”

Mr. Siano’s memory is apparently as
challenged as his sense of brotherhood.
Actually, just as the event it commemo-
rates predates the advent of Mr. Siano’s
religion by 165 years, the Westfield
menorah –  and the physical position that
it occupies – predates the crèche by sev-
eral years. In fact, a compelling case can
be made that, because the crèche – unlike
the menorah and the tree – is solely an
unambiguously religious object, its pres-
ence violates the Establishment Clause of

the Constitution.
However, since I share neither Mr.

Siano’s phobic reaction to symbols of
other faiths nor his failure to respect them,
as long as the menorah remains on dis-
play, I will not challenge the nativity
scene, the Christmas tree or the patently
unlawful display of a model church in
Mindowaskin Park.

“Why is a Union County organization
(as opposed to a Westfield organization)
permitted to place [the menorah] there?
What is this organization and how is it
financed?”

First, while it shouldn’t make the slight-
est difference to any rational person, it is
a Westfield synagogue, financed by its
congregants, that donated the menorah to
the town. Second, the United States Su-
preme Court, not Mr. Siano, has deter-
mined that a menorah may be displayed
on public property in the context of an
ecumenical holiday display.

Interestingly, Mr. Siano failed to ask
who “permitted” the placement of two
large Christmas trees, the nativity scene,
the church replica and hundreds of Christ-
mas ornaments on utility poles. It evi-
dently hasn’t dawned on him that it is the
town’s unilateral bias in favor of Christ-
mas displays, not the placement of a single
menorah, that should be questioned.

Mr. Siano concluded his epistle by
plaintively asking whether there is any
reality to the “War on Christmas.” At last,
he posed a thought-provoking question
(though thought was alien to his letter).
You see, a war on Christmas really exists.
It is not the product of the fevered imagi-
nations of Bill O’Reilly and other unbal-
anced politico-religious members of the
right-wing media.

However, it is a war that is perpetrated
and waged by a small faction of unthink-
ing and unfeeling people who claim to
revere and defend Christmas, yet whose
beliefs are the very antithesis of Chris-
tianity. In denigrating the traditions, sym-
bols and followers of the ancient faith that
produced their messiah, they do nothing
but trample upon his ethical and moral
teachings.

Last, I find myself in the anomalous
position of giving spiritual advice to some-
one not of my faith. Mr. Siano, I urge you,
in this season of good cheer and proclama-
tions of Christian love, to spend some time
reflecting upon how your words have pro-
faned the basic principles of your religion.
Think carefully; maybe even pray on it.
You’ll find that it will certainly benefit
your disposition, if not your soul. Your
contrition will be graciously accepted.

Robert Ratner
Westfield

JCC to Commence
Program Registration
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Jewish

Community Center (JCC) of Central
New Jersey announced various offer-
ings, from fitness and aquatics classes
to kosher cooking and a film festival,
as well as vacation day programs,
author readings and book signings.

Most programs are open to the com-
munity. Registration will begin on
January 9 for JCC members and Janu-
ary 12 for others.

The JCC’s is located at 1391
Martine Avenue in Scotch Plains. See
more information online at
www.jccnj.org.

First Unitarian Society
Slates Gospel Concert
AREA – Gospel traditions will be

featured in a concert on Sunday, Janu-
ary 8, at noon in the sanctuary of the
First Unitarian Society of Plainfield.
The “Lunch and Music” series will
include brunch at about 11 a.m., fol-
lowing the 10 a.m. worship service.

The church is located at 724 Park
Avenue in Plainfield. Admission for
the brunch and music event is $15.

The event will feature the church
choir, the Reverend David Leonard,
young musicians and members of the
“Built for Comfort” and “Wine Dark
Sea” bands. Styles will range from
Appalachian and spiritual to jazz and
pop, in a celebration of the diversity
of the church’s religious tradition.

For more information, please call
(908) 756-0750. The next event in the
series will be Mardi Gras music on
Sunday, February 12.

Letters to the Editor

Joseph Boscia Promoted To
Major in Army Eng. Corps

WESTFIELD – Joseph Boscia of
Westfield was recently promoted to
Major in the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers. He is currently the Execu-
tive Officer of the Third Battalion,
315th Regiment, stationed in New
Cumberland, Pa.

For more than a year, Major
Boscia’s unit has been at Fort Dix,
N.J., training and preparing soldiers
and their units who are deploying to
Iraq and Afgnhanistan.

Prior to this assignment, Major
Boscia spent three years at Fort Hood,
Tex. as Battalion Operations staff and
as the “B” company commander for a
combat engineer company in the 20th
Engineer Battalion, First Cavalry
Division. He received numerous

awards, including the Meritorious
Service Medal and the Army Achieve-
ment Medal.

Major Boscia is a graduate of Holy
Trinity and St. Joseph’s High School
in Metuchen. He received his Electri-
cal Engineering degree from the Uni-
versity of Dayton. While stationed in
Mo., he also earned his Master’s in
Engineering Management. His par-
ents, Joe and Sue Boscia, are long
time Westfield residents.

Coupons only valid on non-sale items.  Sales tax applies to all items.  We reserve the right to limit quantities.

WE CARRY SPECIALTY WINES THAT HAVE A LIMITED AVAILABILITY

• Caymus
• Sonoma Cutrer
• Decoy

• Cakebread
• Duckhorm
• Cloudy Bay

• Chapellet
• Opus One
• Justin

• Stags Leap Wine Cellars
• Conundrum
• Silver Oak  • and many more . . .

SUPER COUPON SUPER COUPON

COUPON COUPON

COUPON COUPON

WE WILL BEAT OR MATCH ANYCOMPETITORS ADVERTISED PRICE

Cash Prices Only. Valid Dec. 30 thru Jan. 6

Sale Items Not Included. Cannot be combined with any other offer.

Any Case

of Wine

$3 OFF Any 1.75L

Bottle of Liquor
$2 OFF Any 1.0L

Bottle of Liquor

$2 OFF
Case Of Beer (Bottles Only)

$5 OFF
 Beer Order over $100

(Bottles only)

Johnny Walker Blue Label
$16209

  750 ml

Baileys Irish Cream
$1718

  750 ml

Mix & Match O.K

Any One Bottle of Wine – 750 ml
25% OFF5% OFF

Any Gift Box of Liquor – 750 ml

$2 OFF

Cash Prices Only.  Valid Dec. 30 thru Jan. 6

Sale Items Not Included.  Cannot be combined with any other offer.

Cash Prices Only. Valid Dec. 30 thru Jan. 6

Sale Items Not Included. Cannot be combined with any other offer.

Cash Prices Only. Valid Dec. 30 thru Jan. 6

Sale Items Not Included. Cannot be combined with any other offer.

7% OFF Any 3 Bottles of Wine – 750 ml

12% OFF Any 6 Bottles of Wine – 750 ml

17% OFF Any 9 Bottles of Wine – 750 ml

22% OFF Any 12 Bottles of Wine – 750 ml

Cash Prices Only.  Valid Dec. 30 thru Jan. 6

Sale Items Not Included.  Cannot be combined with any other offer.

Cash Prices Only. Valid Dec. 30 thru Jan. 6

Sale Items Not Included. Cannot be combined with any other offer.

Open Dec. 31st • 9am to 10pm


