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SP, County Officials Meet
On Ashbrook Deer Hunt

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Township
officials will seek to meet soon with
Union County officials to discuss sev-
eral matters of interest to Scotch
Plains, including the status of the
long-delayed deer-reduction plan in
the Ashbrook Reservation, the details
of how the new children’s farm on the
former Sevell property on Cooper
Road will operate and plans for field
renovation at two county-owned sites.

The township has been waiting for
several months for county officials
to make a decision on how to pro-
ceed with a deer-management pro-
gram in the Ashbrook Reservation
before the end of the winter. Early
this fall, Mayor Martin Marks and
Township Manager Thomas Atkins
met with Dan Bernier, the Union
County director of the Division of
Park Planning and Maintenance, and
representatives of the Cranford Rod
and Gun Club and the United Bow
Hunters of New Jersey, two organi-
zations that could be involved in
initial efforts at thinning the bur-
geoning deer herd in the county-
owned reservation.

Township officials have been push-
ing for the past several years for per-
mission to conduct a deer-reduction
program in the Ashbrook property,
but the final decision is in the hands
of Union County, which will have to
decide whether to accede to a wish by
state officials that any deer manage-
ment program using professional
riflemen be preceded first by what
could be a weeks-long effort by bow-
and-arrow hunters.

Earlier this month, the Union
County freeholders approved a
memorandum of understanding be-
tween the county and Green Mead-
ows Children’s Farm Co. for the lease
of about 22 acres of the former Sevell
property that will be turned into an
interactive educational and recre-
ational facility with farm-related ex-
hibits, tours, pony rides, hayrides and

picnic grounds.
The Cooper Road property was

formerly maintained as a working
farm, and the county, which now owns
the property, wishes to continue to
use it as a farm to provide educational
and various recreational opportuni-
ties to county residents.

At the township council’s final
meeting of the year on Tuesday
evening, Councilman Frank Rossi and
Assistant Township Attorney
Lawrence Woodruff both said that,
after reviewing the eight-page memo-
randum, they had a number of ques-
tions for county officials about how
the facility will operate.

Mayor Martin Marks said he would
like to speak with the county to get
“some clarification” about the site’s
operations and to “voice some of our
concerns about this project.” The
mayor offered no details about what
specific concerns he had.

The county is also preparing to
renovate two ballfields in Scotch
Plains, one on westbound Route 22
near the highway overpass at New
Providence Road and the other at the
Union County Vocational-Technical
School on Raritan Road.

Township Manager Thomas Atkins
said on Tuesday that the initial round
of bidding attracted a total of nine
bids for the project. The lowest bid,
he said, was $650,000 — slightly
higher than the county’s $600,000
estimate for the project. But county
officials determined that the paper-
work for the low bid was incom-
plete; with the second-lowest bidder
submitting a $760,000 bid, county
officials will soon formally reject
the bids and ask for a new round of
bids next month.

Mr. Atkins said county officials
have told him that the county remains
committed to the project and hopes to
begin work on the two fields in the
spring.

The council’s annual reorganiza-
tion meeting will be held on Tuesday,
January 3 at 6:30 p.m.

Dr. Brachman Joins Yahoo!
As Worldwide Research VP

Ron Brachman

WESTFIELD — Yahoo! Inc. has
announced that it has established a
research center on the East Coast
located in New York City and has
appointed Dr. Ron Brachman of
Westfield as vice president of world-
wide research operations. The center
will focus on technolo-
gies of computer science
and social media.

Dr. Brachman joins the
company from the U.S.
Defense Advanced Re-
search Projects Agency
(DARPA) and AT&T
Labs. He will report to
Prabhakar Raghavan,
head of Yahoo! Research.

Dr. Brachman has had
a distinguished career as
a scientist and senior ex-
ecutive. Dr. Brachman
served as director of DARPA’s Infor-
mation Processing Technology Of-
fice, where he developed a cognitive
systems initiative that brought hun-
dreds of millions of dollars to na-
tional research.

Prior to DARPA, Dr. Brachman
was a research vice president at AT&T
Labs, where he developed an artifi-
cial intelligence group. He recently
completed a two-year term as presi-
dent of the American Association for
Artificial Intelligence (AAAI), and is
a fellow of AAAI and of the Associa-

tion for Computing Machinery.
“Yahoo! tackles and solves some

of the hardest technical challenges in
the Internet world at a massive scale,”
said Dr. Brachman. “I look forward
to helping build a world-class re-
search organization focused on excit-

ing problems that only a
company like Yahoo! can
address with its hundreds
of products and services
and its reach to more than
400 million consumers
around the world.”

Dr. Brachman earned
his Bachelor of Science
degree in Electrical En-
gineering from
Princeton University
and his science master’s
and doctoral degrees
from Harvard Univer-

sity. He recently co-authored a book,
“Knowledge Representation and
Reasoning.”

Dr. Brachman’s wife, Gwen, is a
physician in the occupational medi-
cine department at the University of
Medicine and Dentistry of New Jer-
sey in Newark. They have two daugh-
ters – Rebecca, a 2005 graduate of
Oberlin College with a double major
in creative writing and neuroscience,
and Lauren, a Westfield High School
sophomore who is a member of the
junior varsity field hockey team.

Jim Halleran for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LIFE OF THE PARTY…Members of the Fanwood Business and Professional
Association enjoy their holiday party on December 13 at The Chelsea of Fanwood.
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Fellow Resident of Westfield, NJ

New SP Police Chief to Focus
On Community Interaction

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Brian
Mahoney wasn’t trying to follow in
any family tradition when he thought
at a young age about a career in law
enforcement. Born and educated in
Scotch Plains, Mr. Mahoney, sworn
in as the township’s chief of police
last month, is the only member of his
family who chose this career path,
which for him began with a brief stint
in the mid-1980s with the Westfield
Police Department.

“It was something that, as a kid, I
always found interesting,” he told The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times. “I
grew up in town, I knew some of the
officers. I was fascinated by it.”

Chief Mahoney was named to the
top post after the untimely death in
October of Chief Mark Zyla, who had
led the department since May 2004.
Mr. Mahoney was promoted at that
time to captain, nine years after being
promoted to sergeant. Chief Mahoney,
who joined the township police force
in 1987, said he didn’t have early
aspirations to the top position.

“I was happy at every level I
served,” he said. At each step up the
ladder, “if that had been my last
promotion, I could have retired and
been happy.”

At age 41, he finds himself leading
a force of 46 officers protecting a
town of  24,000 residents where crime
rates across all categories are well
below national averages, according
to FBI statistics. The most recent
survey by the New Jersey State Po-
lice found Scotch Plains’ overall crime
rate of 11.9 per 1,000 residents to be
less than half the statewide level.

Given these generally upbeat local
statistics, Chief Mahoney said he
wants “to just continue working on
the things that [Chief Zyla] and I
were working on.” He says one of the
police department’s great strengths is
its “commitment to the community,”
which includes “lots of police offic-
ers giving extra time and service to
the town. We have programs like com-
munity policing and DARE [the
school drug awareness effort]. We
reach out to the youth in our commu-
nity with the PAL. And we have a
great working relationship with the
board of education and the schools.”

The community policing philoso-
phy, Chief Mahoney explained, re-
volves around “how we interact with

the community.” Rather than simply
“going out and looking for crime and
then reacting,” the focus is on “iden-
tifying problems areas, being acces-
sible to the public and being out among
the community.” He wants it so that
residents don’t see police only when
they dial 9-1-1.

Chief Mahoney also said he wants
to work on improving the
department’s image, an effort that
started with the recent redesign of
patrol cars, which now are painted in
black and white, and the upgrading of
communications.

With the populations of the town
and schools increasing, the chief said
he has “spent the past several weeks
evaluating where we’re at” in terms
of manpower. He said that “we find
ourselves at times shorthanded” and
said that a request for an increase in
the police force from the present 46 is
something under consideration.

The still-pending lawsuits filed
against the department and former
chiefs Marshall Nelson and Thomas
O’Brien several years ago by a few
former and active police officers
shouldn’t lead to any divisiveness
within the ranks, Chief Mahoney told
The Times. “One of my and Mark
Zyla’s goals was to make sure the
department works together,” he said.
“I do expect all our personnel to work
together in the best interests of the
community.”
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MS Council Discusses Pool
Resurfacing, Field Lighting
By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE – At the De-
cember 13 Mountainside borough
council agenda-setting meeting, the
board focused on the topics of field
lighting and pool resurfacing.

Borough Engineer Michael Disko
addressed council members on light-
ing for Mountainside’s pony field,
Little League field and soccer field at
the Deerfield School.

The board also discussed lighting
for the borough’s softball field, also at
Deerfield. Mr. Disko noted that it
would be more cost-effective to do the
lighting for all fields at the same time
rather that doing them one by one.

Mr. Disko noted that lighting the
Pony field requires five poles and the
Little League field requires four poles.
He added that if lighting for all three
fields were installed, a total of eight
poles would be used. He said that the
borough could just “switch on to only
light the field needed.”

Mr. Disko estimated that the cost for
the pony field, Little League field and
soccer field at Deerfield together would
fall between approximately $215,000
to $230,000. The softball field would

cost another $97,000 to $127,000.
Councilman Keith Turner asked if

the lighting could be reconfigured at
the pony field to eliminate two poles
for an approximate $50,000 savings.

Mr. Disko advised that the council
could go out for bids with specifica-
tions with and without the two poles
and that they do so soon in order to be
complete in time for summer use. He
said that if the project slipped to the
fall, the lights would not have been
utilized for the traveling teams and
the prices would probably be higher.

Mr. Steve Hunter of Hunter Pools
addressed the council on resurfacing
the borough’s pool. He recommended
a three-coat finish, saying it would
adhere best. He said that putting a
new plaster surface on an older plas-
ter pool generally doesn’t work well
because the two different types of
plaster do not bond well. He noted
that usually within a year or two,
pieces start to “break off.” He stated
that the coating recommended would
probably last at least five years, de-
pending on how the pool water’s
chemical balance is kept.

Mr. Disko said Mr. Hunter has been
in business resurfacing non-residential
pools for 30 years and is a member of
the National Pool and Spa Association.

Recreation Director Frank Masella
stated that the pool has been repainted
over the past few years. Mr. Hunter
stated this would be additional cost to
the borough as first the pool has to be
sandblasted to remove the paint.

He said that the borough has done
an outstanding job maintaining the
pool, as the plaster has lasted 40 years.
He estimated the project, without
sandblasting, at around $50,000.

He noted that sandblasting could
eliminate the first step in acid wash-
ing the pool, usually done to elimi-
nate sun lotions and body oils.

Mr. Disko suggested that the resur-
facing, re-tiling and water slide for
the pool be done soon as to not inter-
fere with the summer pool opening.

At its December 20 regular meet-
ing, the council approved an agree-
ment with New Jersey Department of
Transportation (DOT) allocating ju-
risdiction to the DOT to implement
drainage improvement projects along
Route 22.

The borough council’s re-organi-
zation meeting will be held Tuesday,
January 3, at 8 p.m. The mayor said
that a new council president will be
installed at that meeting.

Judge Upholds Bigosinski
Victory; Leuthold Concedes

By PAUL PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — State Superior
Court Judge John Malone upheld the
one-vote victory of Tom Bigosinski
over Eric Leuthold in the race to
succeed Larry Goldman as fourth
ward councilman. The decision puts
an end to a six-week legal process
initiated by Mr. Leuthold.

Judge Malone ruled that two of the
three voters included as possible ir-
regularities in Mr. Leuthold’s argu-
ment voted in the June Republican
Primary. The judge said it was likely
they voted for Mr. Leuthold in the
General Election and thus would not
have changed the result. The court
contacted the third voter, who said he
didn’t vote for either candidate.

Mr. Leuthold had requested that
the court declare purported illegal
votes rendered ineligible, thus set-
ting the need for a special election.

Following the judge’s decision, Mr.
Leuthold said he conceded the elec-
tion to Mr. Bigosinski.

“I congratulated Tom at the court-
house and formally conceded the elec-
tion to him. I think he will be a great
councilman,” Mr. Leuthold said when
reached by The Westfield Leader for
comment on Friday.

“I appreciate the input of the judi-
cial process,” Mr. Leuthold added.

He said he believed there were some
election rules violated and felt it was
important to get a judicial opinion. “I
wanted to ensure the integrity of the
(election) process.”

Mr. Bigosinski, who will be sworn
into office on January 3, said he was
“happy the lawsuit was dismissed.
What’s important now is to move
forward and get to work on the issues
that concern the citizens of the fourth
ward. Hopefully, Eric, his family and
everyone else will have a safe and
happy holiday, and then we can all
concentrate on working together to
make 2006 peaceful and prosperous
for everyone in town. There is a lot of
work to do on town council and I
welcome the challenges.”

Following a recount of election re-
sults by the Union County Election
Board on November 28, Mr.
Bigosinski was upheld as the victor
by a margin of 1,469 to 1,468.

He will join Mayor Andrew
Skibitsky, who was elected to a four-
year term; First Ward Councilman
Sal Caruana, who was re-elected, and
new council members Vicki Kimmins,
second ward, and David Haas, third
ward. Councilmen-elect Bigosinski
and Haas will be the only Democrats
on the council when the body reorga-
nizes on January 3. The Republicans
will have a 7-2 majority in 2006.

FW Board Reviews Plaza
Partners on South Ave.

by DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FANWOOD — Fanwood Plaza
Partners presented a second applica-
tion before the Fanwood Planning
and Zoning Board of Adjustments to
seek approval for a major prelimi-
nary and final site plan for a proposed
development at 314, 324 and 328
South Avenue.

The first application was presented
by principles Robert Kraus and John
Boyle regarding a proposal to de-
velop a bank and a day-care school
facility. It had previously been with-
drawn. In March, there was staunch
opposition by neighborhood residents
to a proposed parking lot behind
houses on Old South Avenue.

The application was redesigned.
The objectionable parking lot was
dropped from the plan. A shared park-
ing arrangement is proposed with the
Chelsea Living Facility for employ-
ees of a building owned by Fanwood
Plaza Partners at 313 South Avenue.
Mr. Kraus told the board that this
arrangement would free up the cur-
rent parking lot across South Avenue.

Several witnesses gave testimony
regarding the proposal, which in-
cluded a franchise of the Goddard
School day-care center and a branch
of the Town Bank.

Both buildings, Mr. Kraus testi-
fied, would be one story, but would
have a second floor to give the build-
ing the appearance of being Victorian
in design, to fit in with Fanwood’s
other design elements. The second
stories would house HVAC equip-
ment, eliminating the need to place
the equipment on the roof.

An artist’s renderings of the pro-
posed buildings were presented to the
board showing the design and land-
scaping. Architect Carol Hewit de-
scribed the interior of the proposed
buildings, which would be 8,252
square feet for the school and 2,966
square feet for the bank.

The school, Ms. Hewitt testified,
would provide services for a maxi-
mum of 128 children ages six months
to six years old. That number, Ms.
Hewitt explained, was determined by
a state formula for calculating stu-
dents per square foot.

The bank would have three drive-
through lanes. The two buildings
would share a single egress driveway.

Board members were surprised to
hear from Ms. Hewit that a four-foot-
high white vinyl fence would sur-
round the school, including the front
on South Avenue. This was not de-
picted in the drawings.

The board also had some reserva-
tions regarding the rear of the school
being used as the front entrance and
the front of the school appearing to be
the rear of the building.

Children would be walked into the
back of the school by their parents
from the rear parking lot for safety
reasons, Ms. Hewit explained. The
South Avenue door would probably
be locked, she stated.

The application for the develop-
ment will be continued at next month’s
meeting with testimony from the
applicant’s planner and traffic expert.

The board approved a revision to
its rules that would disallow an appli-
cant to withdraw an application once
the board began discussions prior to a
vote. The rule was spurred by an
application that was pulled after the
board had indicated the likelihood of
a denial. By disallowing such a with-
drawal, an applicant cannot come back
to the board with the same applica-
tion after having benefited from hours
of testimony, discussions and delib-
erations.

The board also discussed the imple-
mentation of a McMansion ordinance,
reviewing some of the attributes of
housing design and scale that should
be included in the ordinance. The
board will submit their suggestions
to Paul Ricci of T&M Associates,
consultants to the board, who will
draw up a proposed ordinance from
their suggestions.

In recent years, several residential
applications have come before the
board requesting approval to construct
oversized houses on small lots, which
were deemed by the board to be out of
character with the surrounding neigh-
borhood. The new ordinance would
give the board more leeway in denying
or modifying such applications.

Council liaison to the planning
board Jack Molenaar announced that
he would be retiring from the board
this year, after having served 11 years
in this position. He thanked the board
and said he would miss the board
members. Council member Bruce
Walsh will be taking his place as
council liaison to the planning board.

Robert Mega, attorney to the plan-
ning board, announced that he would
also be leaving the board since he has
been appointed as a Superior Court
Judge for the State of New Jersey.
Board Chairman Gregory Cummings
read a resolution congratulating Mr.
Mega and wishing him well. Joseph
Galfy, Jr. will replace Mr. Mega.

Several applications are scheduled
to be heard at the next regularly sched-
uled meeting of the board. In addition
to the continuation of Fanwood Plaza
Partners, the board will hear a vari-
ance application for a house on Mid-
way Avenue. An application by
Primavera Parkview LLC for a use
variance for 19 townhouses on two
lots on Staggard Place has also been
placed on the agenda. Board secre-
tary Pat Hoynes said it was unlikely
that all of the above applications
would be heard and one or more may
be postponed.

The next agenda meeting of the
Planning and Zoning Board of Ad-
justments is scheduled for January
17, during which there will also be a
special meeting.

The next regularly scheduled meet-
ing will be held on January 25. Both
meetings will be held at 7:30 p.m. in
council chambers.

FBPA Holds Annual
Party in Fanwood

By JAMES HALLERAN
Specially Written for The Leader and The Times

FANWOOD — The Fanwood Busi-
ness and Professional Association
(FBPA) held its annual Christmas
Party on December 13 at The Chelsea.
The group of more than 40 small-
business owners promotes Fanwood
as a desirable place to shop, live and
invest. It is a forum for business.

FBPA President Peter Chemidlim
of Family Investors Company ex-
plained, “We are made up of small
businesses, mom-and-pop shops. We
are here to grow and promote small
businesses in Fanwood though net-
working and sponsoring events.
Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr is sup-
portive and encourages our group.”

The group meets once a month. For
more information, visit their website
at www.fanwood.biz.


