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CAMPAIGNING…Former New York City mayor Rudy Giuliani and Asm. Jon Bramnick (R-21) campaign for gubernatorial candidate Doug Forrester at the Knights of Columbus in Scotch Plains; HAPPY MOMENT…In a private ceremony, Fanwood
Memorial Library Director Daniel Weiss and Mary Olive Smith were married August 19 by Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr on the grounds of Fanwood Borough Hall; HELPING OUT…Four 3rd graders from Washington School in Westfield raised
money for victims of Hurricane Katrina. They sold lemonade and iced tea and raised $100 for the American Red Cross Hurricane Katrina Relief Fund; AUSPICIOUS DEBUT…The Westfield Area “Y” kicks off the dedication of its new East Broad
Street Family Branch with a ribbon-cutting ceremony outside the main entrance.
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museum.
The League of Women Voters and

the Leader/Times sponsored a debate
between candidates for borough
council.

T&M Associates sent the borough
council a report recommending the
rezoning of two lots on Staggard
Place to residential from light indus-
trial.

Garwood
BOE member Monty Brown was

arrested on October 9 by Cranford
police and charged with possession
of marijuana and drug parapherna-
lia, which was a wooden marijuana
pipe, Cranford police said.

NOVEMBER
Jon Corzine defeated opponent

Douglas Forrester to become the next
governor of New Jersey.

State Assembly members Eric
Munoz and Jon Bramnick were re-

elected in district 21 while Linda
Stender and Jerry Green were re-
elected in District 22.

Assemblywoman Linda Stender
(D-22) of Fanwood won reelection
over Councilwoman Nancy Malool
of Scotch Plains.

The freeholder board was pre-
sented with a draft resolution to ban
the practice of pay-to-play – issuing
large government contracts in ex-
change for campaign donations – at
both the county and municipal level
in Union County.

Westfield
The Westfield Area Chamber of

Commerce (WACC) agreed to de-
stroy 1,000 gift cards following a
legal challenge by the Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC) over
the chamber’s use of a stylized “W”
on the cards. The DWC had charged
that the chamber’s use of the “W”
represented an infringement on its

trademark.
The DWC sought a permanent in-

junction against the WACC’s use of
the “W” in the future and payment of
all legal fees in the matter by the
chamber. WACC’s board of directors
voted not to pursue a court battle due
to the potential high cost of legal
fees.

Later in the month, the DWC
dropped its lawsuit after the two or-
ganizations approved an agreement
arbitrated by town officials concern-
ing the future of the “W.”

Incumbent Mayor Andy
Skibitsky defeated Demo-
cratic challenger Tom
Jardim by more than 1,000
votes. Republican council
candidates Sal Caruana and
Vicki Kimmins were victo-
rious in the first and second
wards, respectively.

Democrats retained at
least one seat on the coun-
cil after David Haas’ vic-
tory over incumbent
Darielle Walsh in the third
ward.

Democrat Tom Bigosinski was vic-
torious by one vote over Republican
Eric Leuthold for the fourth ward
seat on the town council after the
county counted absentee and provi-
sional ballots.

The Westfield Area Chamber of
Commerce (WACC) Board of Direc-
tors voted unanimously to the pro-
mote Executive Director Allison
O’Hara to president of the organiza-
tion, effective December 1.

Scotch Plains
At two consecutive meetings,

township council members defended
the township’s agreement with the
developers of the Heather Glen age-
restricted housing development,
which will result in slightly lower
property taxes for those owning prop-
erty in the 53-home development.

The township recreation depart-
ment received a $117,000 Union
County grant that will be dedicated
to installing lights at one or more
fields.

An ethics committee recom-
mended that township prosecutor
Michael Blacker be admonished for
lying to a client three years earlier.

The state Department of Transpor-
tation said it will begin the renova-
tion and upgrade of the Route 22
bridge in Scotch Plains in mid-2008,
a $15.5 million project that will take
about two years to complete and lead,
it is hoped, to safer passage between

Park Avenue and Bonnie Burn and
New Providence Roads.

Brian Mahoney was formally
sworn in as Chief of Police.

An $825,000 renovation—includ-
ing replacement of the roof, the in-
stallation of new thermal-paned win-
dows and various plumbing up-
grades—of the township library be-
gan.

Fanwood
The Borough of Fanwood, the

Township of Scotch Plains and the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of

Education jointly received
three grants totaling
$125,000 from the NJ De-
partment of Community
Affairs through a grant ap-
plication submitted by
Fanwood officials for their
shared services efforts.

Democrats swept the
council elections with
former Councilman Bruce
Walsh as the top vote-get-
ter with 1,417 votes. In a
very tight race, Democrat

Joan Wheeler edged out Republican
Michael D’Antuono by a mere seven
votes with totals of 1,381 to 1,374.
The Republicans requested a recount,
but the tallies were upheld.

The borough council adopted revi-
sions to the RDRP on November 9.
The council also authorized $425,00
for the purchase of a new fire truck.

Mayor Mahr announced that Land-
mark, the developer of the former
Dean Oil Sit, will be required to
present evidence to the planning
board during site plan review that the
site is not contaminated and is cleared
by the DEP for residential develop-
ment.

Peter Chemidlin of Family Inves-
tors Company was reelected as presi-
dent of the Fanwood Business and
Professional Association. Dale Flow-
ers of Scotchwood Florist was re-
elected as vice president.

Mountainside
A report issued to the BOE by an

auditor hired by the board revealed
30 areas in need of improvement.

Borough Attorney John Post re-
ported that as part of the dissolution
of the now defunct Union County
Regional High School District,
Mountainside will receive
$8,654,117 in liquidated real estate
assets.

Garwood
Garwood Councilman Charles

Lombardo informed the borough
council of a complaint registered with

the Rahway Valley Sewerage Au-
thority (RVSA) concerning fumes
emanating from the Garwood Paper
Board cardboard facility in the bor-
ough.

DECEMBER
Westfield

Police Officer Gregory Kasko filed
a lawsuit on November 14 against
the town on allegations that he was
harassed and retaliated against after
he reported information to town offi-
cials per the town’s “whistle blower”
policy.

The lawsuit stemmed from allega-
tions concerning misuse of police
department computers to conduct il-
legal background checks in 2004 on
several town residents and alleged
retaliation Officer Kasko faced when
he attempted to look into the validity
of the illegal background checks.

The three count suit named Town
Administrator Jim Gildea and former
Police Chief Bernard Tracy as co-
defendants along with the town.

At the December 6 council confer-
ence meeting, the mayor and council
addressed concerns of Westfield po-
lice officials performing illegal back-
ground checks.

Grace Salomon, a 76-year-old re-
tired Westfield teacher, died Decem-
ber 8 from injuries sustained in a
house fire. She was the first person
killed in a fire in town since Novem-
ber 28, 1993.

Captain and acting Westfield Po-
lice Chief John Parizeau was named
Chief of Police by a unanimous vote
by the town council December 20.

Scotch Plains
After five hearings that stretched

out over nearly 12 months, the zon-
ing board rejected a developer’s ap-
plication to build a single-family
home on the western half of the is-
land on Cooper Road.  A neighbor-
hood group, formed to oppose the
application, turned out in force at
each of the board’s five hearings.

The township-owned hedge prop-

erty next to the Municipal Building
was formally subdivided, leaving it
up the township council to rezone the
land so that it can be sold to a private
entity for development.

Fanwood
Landmark removed Fanwood resi-

dent Raj Mukherji from the RDRP.
Mr. Mukherji was indicted Novem-
ber 30 on five counts for allegedly
stalking two women, witness tam-
pering, violating a restraining order
and burglary. Landmark became the
sole developer of the former Dean
Oil Site, dropping Mr. Mukherji from
the LLC.

The planning and zoning board of
adjustments heard a proposal by
Primavera Developers for a use vari-
ance for 19 Townhouses on 1.1 acres
in a residential neighborhood was
brought before the Planning and Zon-
ing Board of Adjustments. Neigh-
bors turned out in droves to object
citing quality of living concerns.

The board discussed how to change
its rules to prevent applicants from
abruptly withdrawing an application
once deliberations begin. This would
require an application to progress to
a vote once discussions are heard,
eliminating the possibility of an ap-
plicant re-applying.

Jack Molenaar, council liaison to
the Planning and Zoning Board of
Adjustments announced that he was
retiring from that position. Council
member Bruce Walsh will take his
place.

Mountainside
The BOE wrestled over a motion

to rehire Joel Musial Group, an ar-
chitectural firm, to supply the plans
for renovations at Deerfield School.
The dispute arose over the fact that
Musial was the architect for the ill-
fated construction at Beechwood
School.

Meghan Gil l ,  Fred Rossi ,
Deborah Madison, Paul Peyton and
Don Williams compiled this sum-
mary.

NOT A TEARDOWN?…Only the front door of the home is left standing on this
“remodeling” project at 500 Summit Avenue; FLOW OF IDEAS…Westfield
Mayor Andy Skibitsky, Councilman Larry Goldman and Councilman Jim Foerst
listen to residents’ complaints and suggestions about Tamaques pond.
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County Issues Guidlines for
Winter Sports in Parks

Westfield Young Artists' Cooperative Theatre, Inc.
presents

RICHARRICHARDD RODGERSRODGERS
A CELEBRATION OF HIS MUSICA CELEBRATION OF HIS MUSIC

Lyrics by Oscar Hammerstein II & Lorenz Hart

Net Proceeds to Benefit the 
Gulf Coast Hurricane Relief Initiative 

via the Salvation Army

Tickets Available 

November 15th in Westfield at:

UPS Store - 231 North Avenue W.

Boogie’s Tickets - 41 Elm Street

Tarpley & Co. - 106 Quimby Street

ADULTS: $25
CHILDREN/STUDENTS: $15

(Ages 17 and under)

For Further Information,
Please Call: (908) 233-3200 

Hurricane Relief Fund Concert

In Concert on December 30
6:00pm and 8:30pm at the 

First Baptist Church 
in Westfield, 170 Elm Street

WYACT is funded in part by...

The public is invited to use the
county park system in a safe manner
according to regulations for winter-
time activities such as cross-country
skiing, sledding and ice skating, snow
and ice conditions permitting.

Cross-country skiing is allowed at
Ash Brook Golf Course in Scotch
Plains, Oak Ridge Golf Course in
Clark, and the Watchung Reserva-
tion. There is no location in the park
system suitable for downhill skiing
as it is heavily wooded, in proximity
to roadways and contains bodies of
water.

The flagpole area in Echo Lake
Park in Mountainside is the only sanc-
tioned site in the Union County park
system for sledding. Please note that
toboggans, bobsleds and other non-
steerable devices are strongly dis-
couraged at any time, for safety rea-
sons.

The park supervisor may suspend
sledding activities if there is not
enough snow on the hill or if there are
severe ice conditions. Children should
be supervised at all times.

Snowmobiles are strictly prohib-
ited in the Union County Park Sys-
tem.

Galloping Hill Golf Course is not
available for winter sports activities.
The terrain of the course is consid-
ered too hazardous for this use.
Snowboarding and sledding are also
prohibited at the Ash Brook and Oak
Ridge golf courses.

Many options are available for ice
skating in natural areas. Lighted lake
areas include Warinanco Park Lake
in Roselle, Meisel Avenue Lake in
Springfield, Rahway River Park Lake
in Rahway, Briant Park Lake in Sum-

mit and the Upper Lake of Echo Lake
Park in Mountainside. All areas are
unattended and used at the patrons’
own risk. Please observe all signs
regarding ice conditions.

Non-lighted skating areas are:
Warinanco Park Lagoon in Roselle,
Black Brook Park Lake in Kenilworth,
Nomahegan Park Lake in Cranford,
Milton Lake Park in Rahway and the
extension lake and lagoon in Green
Brook Park in Plainfield. Signs an-
nouncing the suitability of any natu-
ral area for skating will be posted.
The public is urged to observe any
restrictions since these decisions are
based upon the lake’s ice thickness
and other safety concerns.

Ice hockey is permitted at desig-
nated skating areas at the discretion
of the Union County Police. This
decision is based upon the ratio of
ice-hockey skaters and non-hockey
skaters proportionate to the size of
the skating area. It is the county’s
intention to provide adequate ice area
for the enjoyment and safety of all
skaters.

The Union County Department of
Parks, Recreation & Facilities re-
serves the right to cancel winter sports
at any park at any time if the condi-
tions of the park are such that the
safety of the public is in jeopardy.

For additional information regard-
ing winter sports, call the Depart-
ment of Parks, Recreation & Facili-
ties at (908) 527-4900 between the
hours of 8 a.m. and 4 p.m., Monday
through Friday. Information can also
be obtained by visiting www.ucnj.org
or calling the recorded message at
(908) 298-7850, and the Union
County Parks hotline (908) 352-8410.

Tom Bigosinski


