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OWEN BRAND

Residential - Construction
Commercial - Bridge Loans

Local: (908) 789-2730
Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 26

Your Home-Town
MORTGAGE BANKER

ISB MORTGAGE CO., LLC

Licensed Mortgage Bankers - NJ Dept. of Banking
Equal Housing Lender

obrand@isbmortgageco.com

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer
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rjk722@aol.com richardjkaplow.com
24 Hours · 53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

Visit us @ www.thejollytrolleybarandgrill.com

Soup
New England Clam Chowder  2.99

Choice of Salad
Unlimited Bowl of House Salad or 

Caesar Salad or Farmer’s Market Salad Bar

Entrée
9 oz. Filet Mignon with Gorgonzola  18.99   
Crab and Spinach Stuffed Chicken 13.99   

Rack of Lamb 20.99
Seafood Trio 15.99

(Stuffed flounder, crabcake and crab stuffed shrimp)

Crab Stuffed Shrimp with any entrée.   6.99

Dessert
Reese’s® Peanut Butter Cookie Soufflé 4.29 

Champagne Toast
J. Roget Brut Sparkling Wine  2.99

Our full dinner menu is also available.

Dinners include choice of salad and entrée, 
plus choice of baked potato, seasoned fries, or rice pilaf.

Westfield
411 NORTH AVE.
WESTFIELD, NJ.

(908) 232-1207

Celebrate New Year’s Eve at...

WEBER, STRONG ROWBOTHAM LED IN TOUCHDOWNS

Raider Gridders Experienced
Year of Hard Luck, Miscues

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A little luck and good fortune at the
right time can make the difference
between having a winning record and
qualifying for a playoff berth or hav-
ing a losing record. This year’s Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School foot-
ball team happened to end up on the
short end of the good luck scale and
finished with a 3-7 record.

After a “game to remember” 32-
29, overtime victory over rival
Westfield, the then 2-0 Raiders were
burned six straight times – outscored
by a total of only 26 points – in games
that very well could have made them
8-0 – if the good fortune would have
been on their side.

“It’s frustrating for the coaches and
players because we were that close.
The reality is that we lost and we had
to keep working,” said Raider Head
Coach Steve Ciccotelli. “The big plus
was that we kept playing hard and we
kept giving ourselves a chance.”

The first heartbreaker came against
Irvington when the Blue Knights
broke a 0-0 tie and managed to score
with 11 seconds remaining in the first
half. The following week, the Raid-
ers erased a 20-0 deficit in Cranford
to tie the score and had a chance to
win in regulation, but missed the ex-
tra point attempt. Adding insult to
injury, a costly penalty in overtime
gave the Cougars a first down at the
Raider one-yard line where they
rammed the ball over the goal to win
26-23.

A third degree burn came on Octo-
ber 8 when the Raiders fumbled in the
end zone to give the visiting Shabazz
Bulldogs a safety and a 16-14 victory.
One week later, the Hornets of Passaic
Valley kicked a fourth-quarter field
goal to sting the Raiders, 10-7.

The momentum of misfortune con-
tinued on October 28 in Linden when
a ruled fumble was snatched by a
Tiger and returned 52 yards for a
touchdown that led to a 19-14 victory
for the home team. The last of the
string of burns occurred a week later
in Union when the Raiders were
marching toward pay dirt; however,
quarterback Colin Weber’s pass was
intercepted and returned 62 yards for

a touchdown, eventually leading to a
22-12 setback.

Offensively, Weber, previously a
wide receiver, took over the quarter-
back position and completed 77 of
187 attempts for 1,160 yards and nine
touchdowns while being intercepted
13 times. He also rushed 65 times for
290 yards and five touchdowns.

“We needed a quarterback. He was

LEWIS SINKS 12; DOUGHER, DORICH NET NINE EACH

Shabazz Bulldog Cagers Chill
Raider Boys, 64-51, in Opener

PRITSKER BUCKETS 16; BONARD, VENEZIA 10 EACH

Linden Basketballers ‘Swipe’
Victory from Blue Devil Boys

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Winning the season opener did not
happen as the Malcolm X Shabazz
High School boys basketball team
made great use of its experience at the
point guard position to subdue Scotch
Plains-Fanwood, 64-51, in Scotch
Plains on December 16. The Raiders
featured a more experienced team
this season, consisting of seniors Sean
Young, Rob Lewis and Derrick
Garrett, junior Greg Bayard and
sophomore Brian Dougher.

“They know what to expect and
they know to get ready with respect to
the conference,” said Raider Head
Coach Dan Doherty prior to tip-off.
“Our strength is in our shooting and
our defense has improved very well.
Rebounding will be our biggest chal-
lenge since we do not have that much
size; however, our guards are strong,
so I believe we will rebound well off
the guard position. The competition
of the conference will be strong, but
we are ready to compete against it.”

New faces adding depth included

senior Travis Morgan, 6’4” sopho-
more Lordy O’Carter, under the
boards, and junior Darnell Dorich in
the backcourt. “He’s a strong
rebounder and we expect a lot of him
this year,” Doherty said of Morgan.

Three Bulldogs hit double figures
with Alray Blackman leading the pack
with 16 points. Da’Shan Barrino laid
in 15 and Kralif White rolled in 13.
Raider Lewis burned the net with 12
points. Dougher found the mark three
times from beyond the 3-point circle
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By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Immediate acts of thievery set the
pace for the Westfield High School
boys basketball team’s opening game
that was won by Linden, 74-55, in
Westfield on December 16. The 1-0
Tigers accurately anticipated the 0-1
Blue Devils’ telegraphed passes and
converted nearly all 10 of their steals
into lay-ups to grab a 20-5 first-quar-
ter lead.

Tiger guards Jerry Jones and L.J.
McGhee committed the majority of
overt acts of thievery that they con-
verted to points and finished the game
with 22 and 14 points, respectively.
Charles Miller came off the bench
and netted 14 points.

“We had 33 turnovers. Obviously,
that is the number one reason we
lost,” said Blue Devil Head Coach

Kevin Everly. “I think we did a good
job in the half court but they won the
game by us giving up easy points with
easy baskets. If we keep doing that,
we are not going to beat anybody.”

Junior forward Dan Pritsker held
the hottest hand for the Blue Devils,
bucketing 16 points, including two
from 3-point range. Junior point-
guard Tom Bonard (two 3-pointers)
and junior guard Mike Venezia each
put in 10 points. Josh Gerckens scored
nine points, Terron Rogers scored
seven points, including a 3-pointer,

and Peter Antonelli nailed a 3-pointer.
“Dan did a decent job. Offensively,

he did a very good job. He was six-
for-eight from the field and two-for-
two from the free throw line,” said
Everly of Pritsker. “Defensively, he
made some mistakes but he did well.
He needs to work on his rebounding.”

Gerckens pulled down five re-
bounds and had three assists. Bonard
had six assists and four rebounds.

The Tigers’ thievery continued
throughout the game, although not as
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Reserve a table between 5pm and 6pm and enjoy a glass of champagne
compliments of the house! (No reservations after 6pm)

Yes, You Can . . .
Book your birthday, retirement, wedding or
holiday party . . .  in our historic setting.

Yes, You Can . . .
Bring your kids every Saturday and Sunday
between 11:30am and 4pm to enjoy a great

meal  and the kids are on us!

Yes, You Can . . .
Order from our menu to-go with certain

items by the pound.

Yes, You Can . . . celebrate

CHRISTMAS EVE & NEWYEAR’S
See our website:

www.stagehouserestaurant.com for details

THE TAVERN AT

STAGE HOUSE
stage house

restaurant and wine bar
366 park avenue, scotch plains, nj

908 322 4224
366 park avenue, scotch plains, nj

908 322 4224

Yes, You Can . . .
THE TAVERN AT STAGE HOUSE

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CLASHING FOR THE REBOUND…Blue Devil Mike Venezia, No. 22 – white jersey, clashes with Linden’s Jerry Jones for
the rebound. Blue Devil Santo Nardi, No. 50, is ready for action.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TRYING TO MANEUVER AROUND BULLDOGS…Raider sophomore Brian Dougher, left, tries to maneuver around
two Bulldogs. Dougher was successful in hitting three 3-pointers.


