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Letters to the Editor
Doug Hansen Touched Many Lives

Throughout Community
Back on Tuesday, November 26, 2002

at the invitation of Mayor Martin Marks
of Scotch Plains, I had the opportunity to
give a presentation about Fibrodysplasia
Ossificans Progressiva, or FOP, to the
mayor and council at their town meeting.

My 10-year-old son Eric escorted me,
and this was our third live presentation.
We had written to all 21 municipalities in
Union County asking them to adopt a
proclamation stressing and urging further
awareness and research into FOP, and we
did this on behalf of then 10-year-old
Whitney Weldon of Westfield, who had
recently been diagnosed with FOP.

Mayor Marks had invited us to accept
the proclamation adopted by the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains.

Scotch Plains was no different than any
other town in their difficulty in pronounc-
ing the name of the disease, so most, if not
all times, the microphone was usually
handed over to my son Eric so he could
say the words “Fibrodysplasia Ossificans
Progressiva.” It was usually a good ice
breaker and it was at that point that we had
formally been introduced to Mayor Marks
and Township Attorney Doug Hansen.
They presented FOP with a proclamation
that day but more so, they asked what they
could do to help.

It was on that November evening back in
2002 that I formed a special relationship with
the mayor and the township attorney. They
not only became friends, but mentors as well.

Reaching out to all phases of state
government, whether it be local, county
or state can be confusing and frustrating
at times, but Doug Hansen and Mayor
Marks were always there to help me and
FOP and more importantly, they gave me
direction. On a side note, a total of 295
New Jersey mayors have since adopted a
proclamation on behalf of FOP.

Doug and I communicated for years not
only about FOP but a variety of subjects.

I never had the opportunity to meet his
son Douglas Jr., but Doug Sr. had shared
many stories and achievements about his

Reader Thanks Reporter for
Election Official’s Comments

Referring to the December 1 front page
article “Officials Recertify...,” the remarks
of the election board deputy administrator
reveal more about his approach to adminis-
tration of elections than he might have wished.

The deputy administrator apparently con-
dones some undefined level of voter irregu-
larities (failure to provide an address) be-
cause everybody does it. He goes on (in
typical apparatchik fashion) to divert atten-

tion from his problem at hand to a “national”
problem for which he obviously cannot be
responsible. He goes on again to seemingly
blame senior citizen (whatever that means)
poll workers because...well, you know how
senior citizens are. There is a widely used
barnyard epithet that aptly describes the es-
sence of his comments to the reporter.

Confusion apparently exists in the ad-
ministrative offices of the board of elec-
tions because the same article reports that
the county clerk regards the poll workers
as upstanding people who “do a great job.”

Which is it? Councilperson Foerst is
absolutely correct when he states: “We
need to uphold the integrity of the process.”

I am grateful to your reporter Michael
Pollack for giving us a glimpse into the
work ethics and dedication exhibited by
the election board deputy administrator in
the administration of our electoral process.
Give us more of this quality of reporting.

Robert Sampson
Westfield

Thank You for
Successful Toy Drive
On behalf of the Westfield Coldwell

Banker Office and the families served by
Family and Children’s Services, we want
to thank those of you who supported our
annual Toys for Tots drive and distribu-
tion program. Your generosity was truly
amazing and helped to serve more than a
thousand children. These children are
among the most disadvantaged and in-
clude those who have been abused, re-
moved from their families, live in domes-
tic shelters, experienced domestic vio-
lence or live in the county’s foster homes.

We trust that you have all enjoyed your
own holidays a little more, knowing that
you have given something very special to
brighten the lives of children in the com-
munity. Again, we sincerely appreciate
your most thoughtful generosity.

Kathy Shea and Faith Maricic
Westfield

son, as we are both in the shipping indus-
try. I know Doug was very proud of how
his son was moving through the ranks of
one of the major shipping companies in
the world and he shared that joy and
elation with me many times.

Scotch Plains was hit with back-to-back
tragedies, first with the sudden death of their
police chief and now with the sudden death
of their township attorney, Doug Hansen. It
takes a very special person to want to con-
tinue to help with a cause, and Doug Hansen
was that kind of person. My deepest sympa-
thy goes out to the entire Hansen family,
Mayor Martin Marks and the Township of
Scotch Plains on their loss.

Doug Hansen touched the lives and
souls of many and I am very proud to be
among that very special group of people
that benefited from his wisdom, knowl-
edge, love and compassion.

Gary W. Whyte
Mountainside

Westfield Mayor Urged to Clear Up
Background Check Contentions

Editor’s Note: This letter was sent to
Westfield Mayor Andrew Skibitsky and
copied to The Westfield Leader.

*****
You have certainly walked into a diffi-

cult position at a difficult time in
Westfield’s history. Over the last several
months, a number of incidents have cast
a shadow over Town Hall that need your
attention. These incidents are not consis-
tent with what I believe are your values,
or the values of Westfield.

First, there are too many lawsuits filed
by present and former employees against
the town and/or specific police officials.
Some claims have seen the light of day,
whereas others were buried or settled.
Why is there so much litigation in such a
small community? Whether or not these
claims have a factual basis is irrelevant if
the Town Hall culture either allows ha-
rassment to develop and go unchecked, or
it prompts employees to litigate too often.
Without a doubt, it is obvious that most
officers and town employees do their jobs
incredibly well. However, the problem
needs to be isolated and addressed.

Second, it would be truly unfortunate if
these problems spilled over to the treat-
ment of citizens. A recent lawsuit against
the town alleges members of the citizen’s
group, WECARE (Westfielders Con-
cerned About Responsible Development),
were illegally targeted by police officials
and subject to computerized background
checks.

This accusation has huge implications
for civil rights, and I don’t understand
why it is not formally put to rest. We
know the State of NJ audits these back-
ground checks, and we know that its

scheduled bi-annual audit turned up
“…nothing out of the ordinary.” This
does not mean, however, that these checks
were not done.

To answer that question, you need to
gather data on whether specific checks
were run, and why they were run. Back-
ground checks are legal when investigat-
ing crimes and vetting hiring decisions in
many jobs (e.g., childcare workers). They
are not legal when used to target commu-
nity members and intimidate them for
speaking out at public meetings.

I urge you to call for these data to
finally clear up this contention. If these
checks were done, it is your responsibil-
ity to address this. If data show these
checks were not done, showing this to the
public would only reinforce the credibil-
ity of your administration.

While I know you are not at fault and
that you clearly inherited this problem,
you do have the power to correct the
record and influence the town’s way of
doing business.

Ken Sumner, WECARE
Westfield

A gift for friends
goleader.com/subscribe

Why Is Menorah
Near Nativity Scene?
How did the placement of the menorah

on North Avenue in Westfield come to be
so near, and in front of, the nativity scene?
Why is a Union County organization (as
opposed to a Westfield organization) per-
mitted to place it there? Do Christian
Westfielders find this as offensive as I
do? Is this not a deliberate insult to the
Christian community of Westfield? Did
the two groups who placed these impor-
tant symbols of their faith consult one
another and agree on the placement?

Did they agree on the dates between
which the displays would be seen? When
was the menorah first placed here? (I
think last year was the first time). What is
this organization and how is it financed?
Is there any reality to the “War on Christ-
mas?”

Donald Siano
Westfield

Businesses Thanked
For Donating Planters
As we are rushing around preparing for

the upcoming holidays, I want to take a
moment and thank those Fanwood busi-
nesses that have donated to the holiday
planters that line our downtown streets. I
have consistently said that the downtown
revitalization efforts have become a real
community effort with so many people
contributing in so many ways.

This latest project is another example
of how by working together we all can
enjoy the outcome.

Thank you for helping us add a bit of
holiday charm to our downtown: Family
Investors Company, Independence Bank,
Irma’s Hallmark, Laser Design, The
Chelsea at Fanwood, Unity Bank and to
Scotchwood Florist, which created the
wonderful look after being approached
by the borough.

I look forward to a healthy and prosper-
ous 2006 for all of us and a downtown that
we will all be proud of.

Colleen Mahr
Mayor of Fanwood

FALL SPECIAL!

Any 2 bottles

of wine with

this coupon
Mix & Match is O.K.  Sale items are excluded.  750ml only.

Expires 12/28/05

10 %
OFF

Mix & Match is O.K.  Sale items are excluded.  750ml only.

Any 12 bottles

or more of wine

Any 6 bottles

or more of wine10 %
OFF

20 %
OFF

We reserve the right to limit quantities while quantities last.  Not responsible for typographical errors.  All prices do not include state sales tax.

1120 South Avenue West, Westfield NJ • 908-232-5341 HOURS: Monday - Saturday: 9am to 9:30pm • Sunday: 12pm to 8pm

Feature Special

Your Favorite Vodka
Absolut 80
Ketel One
Grey Goose
Pravda
Smirnoff
Stolichnaya
Skyy
Wolfschmidt
Gordons

$31.99 1.75L
$34.99 1.75L
$25.99 750ml
$26.99 750ml
$18.99 1.75L
$30.99 1.75L
$23.99 1.75L
$13.99 1.75L
$14.99 1.75L

Your Favorite Cordials
Baileys
Romana Sambuca
Kahlua
Southern Comfort
Amaretto Di Saronno

$17.99 750ml
$17.99 750ml
$15.99 750ml
$13.99 750ml
$18.99 750ml

Your Favorite Gin / Rum
Bombay Sapphire
Tanqueray
Hendricks
Beefeater
Gordons
Seagrams

Captain Morgan
Bacardi Silver
Bacardi Gold
Malibu

$34.99 1.75L
$30.99 1.75L
$27.99 750ml
$28.99 1.75L
$14.99 1.75L
$15.99 1.75L

$23.99 1.75L
$19.99 1.75L
$19.99 1.75L
$23.99 1.75L

Your Favorite Whiskey
Jack Daniels
Jim Beam
Seagrams 7

$35.99 1.75L
$23.99 1.75L
$14.99 1.75L

Your Favorite Scotch
Dewars White Label
Chivas Regal
Johnnie Walker Black
Johnnie Walker Red
Clan MacGregor

$29.99 1.75L
$51.99 1.75L
$55.99 1.75L
$28.99 1.75L
$16.99 1.75L

JOIN OUR
WINE OF THE MONTH

CLUB!
A perfect gift!  Have up to three wines

delivered to your door each month with a
very informative newsletter.  Call for details.

For a Perfect Holiday!  A Mixed Case for Wine Lovers!
Buy One Case and Get 20% Off!

La Jota Howell Mountain 18
th

 Anniversary Release

Cabernet Sauvignon 1999  (California)  $90.00

Without the hype and acclaim of many of California’s most hotly pursued wines,
La jota continues to produce some of the best Cabernet made anywhere.  Their

1987 may have been one of the best ever produced in California.  While the 1999
is just entering its mature phase, the currant, wild berry and plum flavors are

already melding with the earth, herb and oak notes.   Decant for an hour.

Girard Petite Sirah  (California)  $26.99

Intense & rich in color and full of flavor without being “too much”.  Blue and black
fruit flavors with hints of flower, chocolate and coffee.  Perfect with a spicy steak.

 Fruhwirth Scheurebe Klassik  (Austria)  $21.99

A cross between Silvaner and Riesling that was produced first in Germany in the
1920s.  Electric bright in the mouth with grapefruit, lime and currant flavors.  This

has that slight pine needle like tingle that marks South Styrian wine.

Chateau Ste. Michelle Horse Heaven Vineyard

Sauvignon Blanc  (Washington St.) $15.99

Citrus and floral notes mark the pronounced nose on this blend with 22%
Semillon.  The Semillon adds texture and depth to the wine, as does the aging

on the lees and the judicious use of a mixture of new and aged oak barrels.
Try with chicken fish or goat cheese.

Casa Castillo Las Gravas Jumilla  (Spain)  $24.99

A rich and seductive blend of Monastrell (Mouvedre) and Cabernet, with just a hint
of Syrah.  Plum, blueberry, blackberry, licorice and coffee flavors. This kind of a big
wine with show its best with lamb or beef dishes.  Your palate will remember this.

Two Hands Gnarly Dudes Shiraz  (Australia) $23.99

When vines get older they can become more twisted and gnarled – hence the very
Aussie name.  They also produce fewer, better and more concentrated grapes.

Full of raspberry, plum, black pepper, and a hint of cedary oak.

Henri Boillot Chassagne–Montrachet 1er Cru –

Les Chaumees  (France)  $57.99

The type off-white Burgundy that earned the place its fame.   Rich, complex fruit
against a frame of limestone, acidity and moderate oak.  Still developing- it

should be decanted for half an hour.  Try with lobster.

Monarchia Demeter Tokaji Late Harvest Furmint

(Hungary)  $34.99

Light and complex with a floral and tropical fruit nose.  Lemon, orange peel,
apricot and honey on the palate.   Delightful bright acid balances the sweetness.

Try before dinner with light cheeses or with dessert.

TeMata Awatea Cabernet /  Merlot  (New Zealand)  $30.99

A beautiful Bordeaux style blend from the increasingly good Hawkes Bay
region on the North Island.  The wine is entering its mature phase.  Filled with
dark berry / cassis fruit with violet and spice accents, it is perfectly integrated.

Perfect with roast beef on Christmas.

Chateau Haut-Gravet St. Emillon  (France)  $34.99

The right bank wines of Bordeaux are still one of the smartest buys for people looking
for Merlot flavors.  The addition of Cabernet Franc to the wine adds aromatics and
complexity.  Flavors of dried blackberry, cherry and plum, along with tones of spice

and leather, make this far more interesting than most things labeled Merlot.

Ascheri Arneis (Italy)  $19.99

The great white grape of the Piedmont region.  Highly aromatic with floral,
mineral and herb accents.  The palate is both bright and complex, with lemon
and almond notes.   Very refreshing and wonderful before dinner or with fish.

Les Hauts Du Fief Crozes-Hermitage  (France)  $17.99

A 100% Syrah from the Rhone Valley.  Tones of blueberry and dried cherry mix
with leathery, mineral, black pepper and clove highlights.  Drinking well now, it

will improve for several more years.  Perfect with lamb.

Produttori del Barbaresco Nebbiolo Delle Langhe  (Italy)  $15.99

A lighter, less aged, younger drinking and more affordable version of a
Barbaresco.  Cherry and blue fruit flavors on the palate with notes of white
pepper, anise and violet.  Try it with pasta, pizza, ham or sausages.  A great

introduction to Piedmonts most important red grape.

Sale Price $69.99

OPEN CHRISTMAS EVE: 9am to 8pm

OPEN CHRISTMAS DAY: 12pm to 5pm

Gift
Baskets

Our Gift Baskets make Holiday Shopping
Easy!  Pick from our ready-made selections
or let us design something special for you.

Apartment Help Sought
For Family in Need

This morning (Tuesday), I received a
phone call from a McKinley mom. She
and her son will be evicted from their
apartment as of Thursday, December 22.
I have called human services but to no
avail. If you know of someone who would
like to rent a mother-daughter or studio
apartment, please advise. It will be for
just the two of them. Thank you for the
consideration. Please also offer any ideas
that you might have.

Claudia Andreski
McKinley School
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Scotch Plains-Fanwood School Budget

Scotch Plains Municipal Budget

Fanwood Municipal Budget

In a 10-year span: Fanwood Borough's
Municipal budget has increased about 37%,
Scotch Plains Township Municipal budget
is up 38.5% and the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
School budget is up almost 65%.

Chart of Budgets for Scotch Plains - Fanwood


