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top damage at the Beechwood School,
which resulted from a leak, had been
repaired. It was determined that the
leaky roof caused the insulation to
get damp, which resulted in a foul
odor.

Teachers Linda Shanahan and Anne
Corley-Hand were named Union
County Teachers of the Year.

Garwood
The borough council introduced a

$5.8 million municipal budget, rep-
resenting an increase of more than
$300,000 from the 2004 adopted bud-
get. The tax levy was $4.1 million.

APRIL
Union County hosted a TopOff 2

program, simulating a terrorist attack
to test New Jersey’s emergency ser-
vices responsiveness.

Area towns that are members of the
Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority
face increases in coming years, as the
utility began a $137 million court-
mandated upgrade of its facility in
Rahway.

Scotch Plains
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Youth

Baseball Association marked its 50th
anniversary with an April 9 opening
day parade from the municipal build-
ing to Booth Field.

The township council agreed to cut
the proposed municipal property tax
rate from eight to six points.

Lisa Mohn was elected the new
president of the Scotch Plains Busi-
ness and Professional Association,
succeeding Steve Goldberg.

Voters narrowly approved the $58.7
million school budget, while Don
Parisi, Warren McFall and Sasha
Slocum were elected to the board of
education.

Mayor Marks said he expected a
revaluation of all township properties
to take place in the next few years.

Fanwood
Raj Mukherji of Mukherji-Land-

mark LLC presented plans to con-
struct townhouse-style condomini-
ums at the former Dean Oil site on
LaGrande Avenue. The redevelop-
ment agency (borough council)
pledged its support for the luxury
townhouse development pending veri-
fication regarding contamination lev-
els of the land.

Republicans Michael D’Antuono
and Maureen Mawby announced their

candidacy for Fanwood Borough
Council against Democrats Joan
Wheeler and Bruce Walsh. Republi-
can Councilmen Stewart Kline and
Andrew Calamaras chose not to seek
re-lection.

The borough council adopted the
2005 municipal budget of $7.3 mil-
lion.

Westfield
Former Democratic Mayor Tom

Jardim announced his plans to run
against first-term Republican Coun-
cilman Andy Skitbitsky in the race to
succeed Republican Mayor Greg
McDermott in the fall. When elected
in 1996, Mr. Jardim was the first
Democrat to serve as mayor of
Westfield since 1912.

Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (R-
21) confirmed reports in late April
that Mayor McDermott had purchased
a house in Bernardsville and would
be resigning at the end of the school

year in June. No
reason was given
for the mayor’s de-
cision.

For the first time
in a decade,
Westfield voters
defeated the bud-
get proposed by
the BOE. The vote,
held April 19, con-

cluded with 1,528 Westfield voters
against the budget and 1,463 voting
in favor of it.

Five candidates ran for three seats
on the BOE, with Alice Hunnicutt,
Ann Ormsby Cary and Gary
McCready defeating Steven Dorry
and William Ziff.

Cheryl Lambert, 40, of Westfield,
died in a car accident on Meisel Av-
enue in Springfield when her SUV
crossed the double yellow line and
careened into oncoming traffic, col-
liding with a tractor-trailer and then a
pick-up truck.

A downtown parking-improvement
plan was presented that expected to
generate upwards of 110 spaces
through the redesign of municipal
lots and on-street parking spaces.

The plan included improved light-
ing and landscaping in lots, consis-
tent signage throughout Westfield’s
parking system, improved handicap
accessibility, redesign of on-street
parking and pushing on-street em-

ployee parking out of the center of the
town.

Westfield High School coach
George Kapner set the school’s all-
time win record for a coach on April
26 when his boys tennis team de-
feated Bergen Catholic, giving Mr.
Kapner his 740th win to break coach
Gary Kehler’s previous record.

Mountainside
Mountainside Police Sergeant Scot

Worswick announced he would seek
a seat on the BOE as a write-in candi-
date.

Mayor Viglianti introduced the
borough’s 2005 municipal budget of
$9,380,799, an increase of $317,463
from 2004. The three big increases
were insurance premiums, worker’s
compensation insurance and fees for
the Rahway Valley Sewerage Author-
ity. The mayor said the median as-
sessed Mountainside home of
$160,000 would see a municipal in-
crease of $88 in their tax bill. Resi-
dents faced a total property tax hike
of $463 per household for county,
school and municipal services.

Mr. Perrin and Sgt. Worswick were
elected to the Mountainside BOE.
Voters passed the school budget. Mr.
Perrin was named BOE president and
MaryBeth Schaumberg was reelected
as vice president.

Mr. Rusak said goodbye to
Mountainside students, parents and
teachers, as his duties as CSA came
to a close.

MAY
The Union County Board of Cho-

sen Freeholders unanimously adopted
a $390 million county budget that
called for a tax levy of $216.3 mil-
lion, an increase of $13.5 million
over 2004. County taxes increased in
19 of the 21 municipalities in the
county.

Scotch Plains
The township council gave its ap-

proval to the $20.8 million budget
financed in part by a 4.7 percent in-
crease in municipal property taxes.

Mayor Marks took part in a prop-
erty-tax summit in Lawrenceville.

On May 26, Township Tax Clerk
Frederica Strickland died suddenly at
age 39. She was survived by her two
college-aged daughters.

Congressman Mike Ferguson (R-
7) made an appearance at the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Memorial Day pa-

rade, speaking at the gazebo in Alan
Augustine Park and marching at the
head of the parade with Grand Mar-
shal Frank Chupko.

Fanwood
The Fanwood Planning and Zon-

ing Boards heard an application for a
use variance to construct a parking
lot off of Old South Avenue by
Fanwood Plaza Partners. The pro-
posal also included a bank and daycare
center on South Avenue in the
Children’s Specialized Hospital park-
ing lot.

Several borough residents re-
quested a rezoning of two lots on
Staggard Place from light industrial
to residential over concerns that a
large commercial building would be
built in their residential neighbor-
hood.

Police Chief Donald Domanoski,
Captain Edward White and Lt. Rich-
ard Trigo met with borough council
to discuss the importance of main-
taining a 21-member police force, in
lieu of the retirements of 35-year
force veteran Corporal Stephen
Sanislo and 27-year veteran Corporal
Martin Haluza.

Work was started on improvements
to tennis courts at LaGrande Park and
on an irrigation system at Forest Road
Park.

Fanwood officials announced that
a design was selected for the new
historic Fanwood sign.

The borough partnered with
Arcadia Publishing to distribute a his-
torical biography of Fanwood. The
Fanwood Memorial Library renova-
tion project began.

A block watch was implemented
by the Fanwood Community Polic-
ing Alliance (CPA) to focus on obser-
vation, awareness and reporting of
suspicious activities to prevent crime.

A public hearing to introduce the
TDR program to the residents of
Fanwood spurred questions by resi-
dents. Consultants were hired with a
$120,000 grant to launch the pro-
gram.

The planning board approved a new
storm-water management plan to help
reduce flooding.

Westfield
The Westfield Planning Board

unanimously denied the proposed
subdivision at 254 Seneca Place dur-
ing its regularly scheduled monthly
meeting. Applicants Joseph
Buontempo and Jean Genievich were
seeking approval for a major subdivi-
sion, which would create two new
building lots from an existing single
lot.

The appli-
cants sought to
demolish the
house at 254
Seneca Place to
construct two
new, single-
family homes
and build a right
of way (ROW)
for the houses.

Many neigh-
bors, who were
present at all
four meetings in November, Decem-
ber and April, expressed their opposi-
tion to the application.

The town council updated its zon-
ing code to eliminate loopholes in
order to combat the increase of
“McMansions” in residential
neighborhoods zoned for smaller
homes.

The town council approved a reso-
lution on May 17 to cut the school
tax levy by $714,543, which will
reduce school taxes on an average
homeowner between $75 and $80.
School officials had originally
sought to reduce the levy by around
$360,000.

Police Detective Sandra Cham-
bers was suspended for allegedly
having a $20 parking ticket “fixed.”
Detective Chambers filed charges of
discrimination against the Westfield
Police Department (WPD) as a re-
sult of the incident.

Hassen Abdellah, an attorney rep-
resenting Detective Chambers, said
the department is seeking her removal

from the force “primarily because of
the parking ticket.” Mr. Abdellah said
that it was Mrs. Chambers’s son who
received the parking ticket, but the
car was registered to her. In addition,
Mr. Abdellah said the police chief
retaliated against Detective Cham-
bers after the dynamic of their “social
relationship” changed. Detective
Chambers also alleged that another
police officer voided a summons for
a friend.

Former Westfield resident and edu-
cator Walter Lee Clarkson, Jr., 73,
died in his sleep at his Hamburg, N.H.
home on May
21. Mr.
Clarkson taught
English and
journalism at
Westfield High
School for 31
years before re-
tiring in June
1990. He was a
1950 graduate
of Westfield
High School.

Four Union County residents were
arrested on weapons possession and
other charges early May 24, after
three loaded handguns—two of them
stolen—were discovered in a motor
vehicle that police stopped for a rou-
tine violation at South and Summit
Avenues in Westfield.

The suspects were charged with
unlawful possession of a weapon;
receiving stolen property; possession
of less than 50 grams of suspected
marijuana, unlawful possession of
prohibited weapons (a knife) and pos-
session of hollow point bullets, which
are illegal.

The BOE appointed Stewart Carey,
a long-time Westfield educator and
administrator, to principal of
Roosevelt Intermediate School, where
he had been serving as interim princi-
pal since the departure of Ken Shulack
in June 2004.

Mr. Carey previously served as as-
sistant principal of Edison Interme-
diate School for eight years and assis-
tant principal at Westfield High
School for five years. Mr. Carey
started his tenure in the district as a
physical education teacher and
coached at the intermediate and high
school levels.

Mountainside
Resident Paul LoPapa pleaded

guilty May 3 in the Bergen County
courthouse to multiple charges in-
volving insurance and mortgage fraud
in Saddle River. The charges included
theft by deception, falsifying records
and forgery. These charges stem from
a real estate scam that Mr. LoPapa
used from November 1, 1995 through
February 1, 1996. During this time,
he purchased residential real estate in
Saddle River through Castle Rock
Real Estate. Then, under the ficti-
tious name of ‘Joseph Georges,’ Mr.
LoPapa fraudulently obtained $4.9
million by claiming that ‘Georges’
wished to buy the property from him.

Mr. LoPapa was ordered in No-
vember to pay more than $4.19 mil-
lion in restitution and fines and to
serve five years probation by Bergen
County Superior Court Judge Will-
iam C. Meehan.

JUNE
The Leader and The Times spon-

sored a two-hour televised property
tax forum. State, county and local
officials from Scotch Plains, Fanwood
and Westfield participated.

Scotch Plains
The class of 2005, 351 students

strong, received diplomas during
commencement ceremonies at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School.

The zoning board rejected an ap-
plication for the expansion of the
Gulf station on Route 22.

The township council passed a
resolution favoring a cap on state
government spending.

Fanwood
The borough council considered a

proposal to acquire and restore a 1940s
caboose for use as a museum to stand
beside the community center.

The bodies of an elderly Fanwood
couple were discovered in an appar-

ent murder-suicide. Police found
Carolyn Sweeney, 76, with a gunshot
wound to her head and her husband,
Thomas Sweeney, 81, lying in a bed
with an apparent self-inflicted gun-
shot wound to his head. A .38 caliber
handgun was found nearby.

The Fanwood Planning and Zon-
ing Board approved an application by
the Shovlin family to relocate their
Garwood-based Mattress Factory to
South Avenue in Fanwood.

Fanwood’s DPW Director Ray
Manfra retired after 43 years at the
DPW. Clinton Dicksen was named
the new DPW director.

Borough resident Calixto Martin
won $247,436 in the Jersey Cash 5
lottery. He purchased his ticket at the
Fanwood Corner Store.

Westfield
Mayor Greg McDermott resigned

June 21 after close to eight years as a
Westfield public servant. Mayor
McDermott ended his tenure prema-
turely and moved to Bernardsville,
necessitating his resignation prior to
the end of his term on December 31.

Following the mayor’s resignation
and farewell speech, the council
elected Third Ward Councilman An-
drew Skibitsky as interim mayor.

The town council’s Finance Policy
Committee presented plans to roll
back the cost of long-term parking
permits. Finance committee member
and First Ward Councilman Peter
Echausse discussed specific proce-
dures to lower parking expenditures
at the South Avenue train station park-
ing lot for commuters, along with
parking designated for downtown em-
ployees at Trader Joe’s and the North
Avenue train station lot.

Westfield High School graduated
365 members of the Class of 2005 at
a ceremony held on the athletic field
behind the school June 23. For the
first time in school history, the entire
senior class graduated. WCBS news
radio reporter Rich Lamb delivered
the com-
mencement
address.

T w o
We s t f i e l d
r e s i d e n t s
who were ar-
rested on
March 4 pro-
testing Presi-
dent George
W. Bush’s
visit to
Westfield were acquitted on June 27
at Springfield’s municipal court.

Jonathan Spitz and Emily Colvin
were charged with disorderly con-
duct. At the accused parties’ request,
the cases were moved to Springfield
in hopes of finding a more objective
court. The charges against Mr. Spitz
and Miss Colvin were dropped for a
lack of probable cause.

Mountainside
Mayor Viglianti and the borough

council considered a policy that bills
the borough’s library for services it
receives from the borough’s DPW. A
library fee of $40 to $45 was pro-
posed. Council President Paul
Mirabelli focused on the benefits if
the library opened Sundays.

The BOE adopted the Everyday
Math and Connected Mathematics 2
curriculum starting in September. The
board appointed Roderic McLaughlin
as the business/board secretary at a
salary of $110,000.

Garwood
Mayor Dennis McCarthy an-

nounced that 20 out of all borough
residents in Garwood responded
to a newsletter survey concerning
the construction of a borough com-
munity center. Construction and
furnishings for the center were es-
timated at $1.9 million.

The BOE appointed Anne Palmer
to fill an open seat on the board.
Tracey Schadewald was reelected
to a two-year seat in the April 19
school election but announced her
resignation a few weeks later.

Fred Rossi, Debbie Madison,
Meghan Gill, Carrie Hayes and
Don Williams helped compile this
summary.

Mike Ferguson

Sandra Chambers

Ray Manfra

Rich Lamb
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FLOCKING TO THE CLUB...A group of geese enjoyed the pleasant weather on Sunday at Scotch Hills Country Club in Scotch Plains; STANDING AT ATTENTION…The Color Guard stands at attention at the wreath laying ceremony during
Monday’s Scotch Plains-Fanwood Memorial Parade. This year’s parade saluted Vietnam veterans; GET READY, GET SET, GO…Fanwood Councilwoman Donna Dolce tries her best to avoid being run over by the mad rush of children looking
for Easter eggs at Forest Road Park; COMING TOGETHER…Completion is nearing on the construction of the Union County Engineering Building on South Avenue in Scotch Plains.
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WE CARRY SPECIALTY WINES THAT HAVE A LIMITED AVAILABILITY

• Caymus
• Sonoma Cutrer
• Decoy
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• Duckhorm
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Any Case

of Wine

$3 OFF Any 1.75L

Bottle of Liquor
$2 OFF Any 1.0L

Bottle of Liquor

$2 OFF
Case Of Beer (Bottles Only)

$5 OFF
 Beer Order over $100

(Bottles only)

Johnny Walker Blue Label
$16209

  1.75 Liter

Baileys Irish Cream
$1718

  750 ml

Mix & Match O.K

Any One Bottle of Wine – 750 ml
25% OFF5% OFF

Any Gift Box of Liquor – 750 ml

$2 OFF
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7% OFF Any 3 Bottles of Wine – 750 ml

12% OFF Any 6 Bottles of Wine – 750 ml

17% OFF Any 9 Bottles of Wine – 750 ml

22% OFF Any 12 Bottles of Wine – 750 ml

Cash Prices Only.  Valid Dec. 22 thru Dec. 28

Sale Items Not Included.  Cannot be combined with any other offer.
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