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Special Year-In-Review Edition: Part 1 - January to June, 2005

WF Presidential Visit, SP Tax Forum, FW TDR Shaped First Half of ‘05
JANUARY

More than a foot of snow fell on the
weekend of January 22 to 23, and
schools were closed on Monday, Janu-
ary 24.

Newly appointed Union County
Freeholder Chairman Rick Proctor
outlined his agenda at the board’s
January 2 meeting, including five new
initiatives. The board would provide
matching funds to municipalities that
construct boundless playgrounds for
handicapped children, offer transpor-
tation vehicles to municipalities for
use by children involved in after-
school activities, help fund athletic
lighting improvements, create a
county-wide Reserve Medical Corps
and create a mobile ecology labora-
tory called “Traveling Trailside.”

The Board of Chosen Freeholders
approved a plan to install a closed-
circuit surveillance system in 17
county parks.

Scotch Plains
Mayor Martin Marks was sworn in

on January 2 for his second four-year
term and vowed action on a new se-
nior/community center, possible ex-
pansion of the local open space trust
fund, a new “reverse 911” program,
exploration of new ways to conduct
the township’s spring clean-up and
leaf pick-up programs and deer man-
agement in the Ashbrook Reserva-
tion.

Councilwoman Paulette Coronato
also started her second term as the
Republicans began their second year
with a 5-0 council majority. Council-

woman Carolyn
Sorge was named
deputy mayor for the
year.

The zoning board
of adjustment began
hearings that would
eventually stretch out
through the end of the
year on an applica-

tion to build a home on a portion of
the Cooper Road island.

The township council, by a 3-1
vote, authorized deer hunts in the
Watchung and Ashbrook Reserva-
tions, where the burgeoning deer herd
has led to efforts in the past few years
to secure state and county approval
for a deer-reduction program. Efforts
to hold a deer hunt in the Ashbrook
Reservation would remain stalled at
year’s end.

Township Manager Thomas Atkins
recommended a 2005 municipal bud-
get of $20.5 million, which called for
a nearly four percent increase in town-
ship expenditures.

Fanwood
Mayor Colleen Mahr announced

the lowest tax increase in six years,
due to an aid grant.

Schoor DePalma, the downtown
development consulting firm, made a
presentation to the council. The coun-

cil is serving as the redevelopment
agency.

The new plan allows property own-
ers to develop their own properties
and choose their own developers. It
calls for 35 residential units above
new retail stores, 20 townhouses pro-
posed for the former Dean Oil site
and 16 condominium apartments
above existing buildings on Martine
Avenue, for a total of 71 units. Build-
ing height was set at three stories with
Victorian-style façades.

The borough received $130,000 in
state grants for field and park up-
grades. In addition, Fanwood received
a $180,000 grant from the Depart-
ment of Transportation (DOT) to-
ward resurfacing and storm water
management of Pleasant Avenue. A
$50,000 county grant was received to
improve Forest Road Park.

Westfield
Town Clerk Bernard Heeney, Jr., a

pivotal presence in the Westfield’s
municipal government for more than
a quarter century, was remembered
for his friendly nature and ability to
get things done.

Mr. Heeney, 56, died of a massive
heart attack on New Year’s Eve in
New York City.

Former Westfield Mayor Bud
Boothe said he always found Mr.
Heeney to be helpful in assisting the
mayor and council on various projects.
“He was always on top of anything
you asked him to do,” said Mr. Boothe.
Mayor McDermott appointed Claire
Gray as acting town clerk for the
remainder of 2005.

The Downtown Westfield Corpo-
ration (DWC) elected David Martone
as its new chairman. Other appoint-
ments included Joe Spector as vice-
chairman, David Capodanno as trea-
surer and Dominic Verdic as secre-
tary. Lee Hale was welcomed to the
board as a resident member.

Megan Victoria Beck, 20, a life-
long resident of Westfield, died on
Wednesday, January 19 at JFK Medi-
cal Center in Edison.

A 2002 graduate of Westfield High
School (WHS), Miss Beck was a jun-
ior at Kean University in Union. She
was president of Theta Phi Alpha
Sorority at Kean University and em-
ployed by the university’s athletic
department.

Mountainside
The Board of Education (BOE) and

Mountainside Education Association
ratified a three-year contract. The new
contract allotted a 4.3 percent in-
crease in teacher salaries.

The borough council introduced an
ordinance to increase fees for the
Mountainside Community Pool and
applied for a Community Develop-
ment Block Grant for a senior citizen
coordinator, a senior van driver and
funding for the borough’s Senior
Handyman Program.

The LEW Corporation was hired
by the BOE to investigate an uniden-

tified odor at Beechwood School.
BOE President Peter Goggi an-

nounced that the board had narrowed
the search to three candidates for the
chief school administrator position.

FEBRUARY
Former State Senator Joseph Suliga

(D-22) was killed in a traffic accident
in Linden.

Mr. Suliga
served until
2003, when in
the midst of
his reelection
c a m p a i g n
against Mayor
Marks, he
w i t h d r e w
from the race
and was re-
placed by
N i c h o l a s
Scutari in the
wake of a September 2003 incident at
an Atlantic City casino that led to his
arrest.

Scotch Plains
BOE members Edward Saridacki

and Susan Dyckman said they would
not seek reelection.

Scotch Plains Republican Coun-
cilwoman Nancy Malool announced
her candidacy for the State Assem-
bly.

Fanwood
Sprint applied for a cell tower at the

borough’s recycling center.
Fanwood was chosen as one six of

towns to participate in the state’s
Transfer of Development Rights
(TDR) project. The borough intends
to use the program to preserve the
borough’s historic district, a Victo-
rian neighborhood located around
North and Martine Avenues.

Westfield
Dan Kelly was sworn in as the new

fire chief on Tuesday, February 1. A
Westfielder for most of his life, Chief
Kelly has been a town firefighter for
25 years, serving under four chiefs
during his tenure.

He was appointed as a volunteer
with the department in the fall of
1978, following his graduation from
WHS. He credits his father, an active
member of the Westfield Fire Depart-
ment, for inspiring his initial partici-
pation as a volunteer firefighter in the
community.

Newpointe Realty, LLC filed a law-
suit against the Town of Westfield
and Ward & O’Donnell Property
Development Co., Inc., challenging
the town’s master plan and ordinances
that favor a 50-dwelling, age-re-
stricted residential development on
the Ward property located at 111, 112
and 129 Prospect Street, the former
home of Statistical Research.

The town council passed a resolu-
tion on February 1, terminating its
contract of sale with Newpointe for
town-owned property on New Street.
The town was to have sold the prop-
erty to Newpointe for $330,000. The

town contends the developer failed to
obtain Westfield-Board-of-Adjust-
ment approval of a proposed mixed-
use development for the site, thus
terminating the agreement with the
town.

The Westfield Republican Com-
mittee chose Third Ward Council-
man Andy Skibitsky over First Ward
Councilman Sal Caruana in a tight
race for the party’s mayoral slot in the
June 7 primary.

Mountainside
BOE President John Perrin an-

nounced he would seek reelection.
The Mountainside Borough Council
discussed new ordinances requiring
home contractors to register with the
borough and restricting the feeding
of wild animals.

The search for a new chief school
administrator was narrowed to Dr.
Richard O’Malley and Dr. Vincent
Taffaro.

Nextel Communications submitted
an application to erect a 140-foot cell
tower on a piece of private property
located at 1193 Route 22, East, a
property owned by the Mountainside
Chapter of the Elks Club.

Ron and Betty Glenn were named
recipients of the 2005 Mabel Young
Good Neighbor Award.

Garwood
Borough Engineer Donald

Guarriello presented Second Avenue,
Willow and Spruce Streets between
Maple Street and the Westfield line
for the borough council to review for
a Department of Transportation
(DOT) grant.

MARCH
Scotch Plains

The township council unveiled a
new user-fee spring clean-up pro-
gram, requiring residents to purchase
annual permits to dispose large house-
hold items.

William Mascarichi, 3rd, a 14-year-
old Boy Scout, became one of the
youngest applicants to appear before
the zoning board when he presented
his case for a use variance to allow
him to place a freestanding sign on

the lawn in front
of the Emmanuel
Cancer Founda-
tion on Front
Street.

The planning
board approved
an application al-
lowing the Stage
House Inn on Park

Avenue to expand its restaurant fa-
cilities.

The township awarded a $485,000
contract to Procomm Systems Inc. to
construct a new communications
tower at the south-side firehouse.

The zoning board approved a park-
ing lot variance for the Fanwood-
Scotch Plains YMCA on Martine
Avenue and preliminary site plan ap-
proval for the YMCA’s expansion
plans.

Fanwood
The Marcovecchio family was ap-

proved as redevelopers for a proposed
redevelopment project at 222 South
Avenue for retail and residential units.

State Superior Court Judge Walter
Barisonek ruled against the Fanwood
governing body’s decision that over-
turned a planning-board vote approv-
ing the placement of Verizon Wire-
less antennas in the borough.

The Fanwood Borough Council
introduced a budget of $7.3 million,
an increase of $320,281 over 2004.
The $4,033,942 tax levy represented
a 2.9 percent increase.

Westfield
On March 1, Mayor Greg

McDermott officially announced that
he would not seek reelection. “I be-
lieve it is time for me to move on,”
Mayor McDermott told The Westfield
Leader.

The mayor said his decision fol-
lowed his own philosophy of rotating
people in and out of various munici-
pal boards.

Mayor McDermott was first elected
mayor in November 2000, following
three years as the councilman from
the first ward.

Downtown Westfield Corporation
(DWC) Executive Director Sherry
Cronin announced that the 2005 op-
erating budget of $377,575 was “pub-
lished and ap-
proved on first
reading” by the
Westfield Town
Council.

The $3.1 mil-
lion, six-year
capital budget
plan for the
DWC was also
discussed at the
meeting. The plan has monies dedi-
cated for specific projects, such as the
Station Square North project and the
square at the entrance from Central
Avenue to lot five behind the Rialto
Theatre.

President George W. Bush took his
message of reforming the social se-
curity system to Westfield on Friday,
March 4 in a forum entitled,
“Strengthening Social Security for
the 21st Century.”

Before an audience of approxi-
mately 2,000, President Bush con-
ducted a town hall-style meeting with
a panel of individuals who favor
changes to social security.

Westfield was part of the president’s
60-city, 60-day nationwide tour. The
event was carried on local and na-
tional broadcast news networks, as
well on the Sunday news talk show
circuit.

President Bush was introduced by
Rep. Mike Ferguson (R-7), who said
the last sitting president to visit
Westfield was President William Taft,
in 1912.

“Today, almost 100 years later,
Westfield is proud to once again host

a president,” Rep. Ferguson said.
Protestors held counter demonstra-

tions at the Westfield Municipal
Building and at the intersection of
Clark Street and Ferris Place. The
protests led to nine arrests after po-
lice moved in to prevent the crowd
from getting too close to the Armory.

Demonstrators from New Jersey
Citizen Action (NJCA) and Ameri-
cans United to Protect Social Secu-
rity (AUPSS) arrived early in the
morning in a bus organized by Con-
gressmen Frank Pallone (D-6) and
Robert Menendez (D-13).

After three months of negotiations,
the Westfield Education Association
(WEA) and the Board of Education
reached an agreement on a new three-
year contract that includes health cov-
erage for domestic partners of WEA
members.

Though they had all entered not-
guilty pleas, according to Westfield
Municipal Court Administrator Linda
Chieffo, only one of four people ar-
rested during demonstrations against
President Bush on March 4 was ar-
raigned on March 23.

The town council adopted its 2005
municipal budget of $32,369,504 and
accompanying $17,585,345 tax levy
on March 15. The spending plan rep-
resents an increase of $2.2 million
over 2004, with the tax levy rising
almost $1.1 million.

The tax levy was lowered from the
amount introduced in February fol-
lowing the receipt of a $140,000
homeland security grant from the
state. The grant helped lower the tax
increase from 6.1 to just above 5
cents per $100 of assessed valuation.

The grant increased Westfield’s
state aid this year to $4,484,903. Fi-
nance Policy Committee Chairman
Peter Echausse said the 2004 munici-
pal tax increase was $200 on a home
assessed at $180,000, and this year’s
is “a shade over $100.”

Mountainside
The BOE approved the 2005-2006

preliminary school-operating budget
of $11,917,497, with a Spending
Growth Limitation Adjustment
(SGLA) of $221,990. The total bud-
get was $12,714,432, which included
a tax levy of $10,442,048. Mr. Perrin’s
was the only candidate to file for two
BOE seats by the February 28 dead-
line. Mr. Goggi said he would not
seek reelection.

The Union County Superintendent
of Schools revised the Mountainside
2005-2006 preliminary school bud-
get to a total of $13,279,940, with a
local tax levy of $9,704,615. The tax
levy translated to an estimated de-
crease of $81 per household over
2004.

Dr. O’Malley was introduced as
the BOE’s choice for chief school
administrator at a salary of $130,000.

The BOE announced that the roof-
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WINTER…The area was pummeled with snow on Saturday into Sunday, January 22-23. Cars were almost unrecognizable after the blizzard; PRESIDENTIAL VISIT…President George W. Bush visits Westfield on March 4 on his tour to discuss Social Security
reform; CROWD RESPONSE... The President’s town hall-style meeting, held in the armory, drew a large crowd of supporters and demonstrators. Nine protesters were arrested for disorderly behavior; PROPERTY TAXES…Leaders from the area and
state debated  on Sunday, June 5 at the Scotch Plains municipal building about combating rapidly rising property taxes. The President’s visit and the tax debate were televised on TV 34, and videos remain available on the Internet at goleader.com.

Joseph Suliga
Charity Boxing ‘02

RUNNING THE TOWNSHIP...Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School DECA students ran the meeting of the Scotch Plains Township Council beside Mayor Martin Marks; HATS OFF TO THE CLASS OF 2005...Three hundred and fifty one hats are
thrown into the wind at Tyson Field  as the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School Class of 2005 are joyous in celebrating their graduation; DEDICATED POLICE OFFICERS…Fanwood police officers pose for a picture after the Fanwood Borough
Council meeting following an awards ceremony; RALLY AT THE ISLAND…Neighbors and supporters of the Save The Cooper Road Island Committee participated at a rally to oppose the construction of a house on the wooded portion of the island.


