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One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

Aeon Flux:
Sci-Fi Redux

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
1 & 1/2 popcorns

Aeon Flux, quizzically and rapidly
moving into first place as worst movie
of the year, reminds me of a joke they
used to tell back in Minsk. Everyone
in the hood used to get a real kick out
of it.

It is Friday night at the synagogue.
The evening prayers have just con-
cluded. But before dismissing his
congregants, Rabbi Fauntelroy brings
up the sore subject of Clem’s death
that morning. A longstanding tradi-
tion of the temple, before the night’s
business can be concluded someone
has to say something positive about
the recently deceased.

Problem is, shameful as it might
be, no one liked Clem. In fact, they
hated the scurrilous old coot. Hence,
no one is willing to stand up and
proclaim some niceties about the guy.
They are steadfast. A half hour passes,
then an hour. No one speaks. Afraid it
might be misconstrued, no one even
clears his throat.

The rabbi repeats the request, iter-
ates the importance of the
congregation’s tradition and says that
no one will be allowed to leave until
this ritual is observed. Still, no one
speaks. Stomachs begin to growl. The
men all want to go home and enjoy
their pre-Sabbath dinners.

This goes on well into the evening.
The parishioners are bedraggled and
hungry. And it looks like no one will
relent. And then, finally, Big Vic
stands up. His cohorts look on with
amazement. Eyes down, only furtively
glancing at his fellow worshipers, he
can’t help but feel a bit ashamed. But
truth is, by this hour he has nothing to
fear from his friends. Leave it to Big
Vic to do what they cannot. Straight-

ening himself, looking first up to the
pulpit and then surveying his pals,
Big Vic asserts, “His brother was
worse!”

And so it is similar with Aeon Flux.
True, it is a misfiring bit of misbegotten
sci-fi that even the comely Charlize
Theron in the title role cannot redeem.
But to brand it this year’s worst film is
conveniently myopic, if not disingenu-
ous. Where, pray tell, would you then
place Filmdom’s answer to birdcage
liner, the unremittingly awful The Dukes
of Hazzard? The list could go on and on.

None of this is to excuse or apolo-
gize for director Karyn Kusama’s
beside-the-point, rehashed conglom-
eration of all ideas futuristic posing
as a major motion picture. It’s just
that it was a dull week for film re-
leases. Several colleagues were ap-
parently just itching to let loose with
the pent-up superlatives.

There is a bit of discovery power
insinuated in proclaiming “The
Worst,” a little self-applause by com-
parison. However, it could get slightly
delusive. Review enough movies and
piling on loses its appeal.

That said, it is nonetheless a chal-
lenge trying to find something nice to
say about the corrupt new world that
screenwriters Phil Hay and Matt
Manfredi have fashioned. Positives
are few and far between.

So, is there anything nice to say
about Aeon Flux? Of course there is.
It’s all relative. Remember Oscar
winner Halle Berry’s Catwoman
(2004)? Well, that was worse.

* * * * * * *
 Aeon Flux, rated PG-13, is a Para-

mount Picture’s release directed by
Karyn Kusama and stars Charlize
Theron, Martin Csokas and Jony Lee
Miller. Running time: 93 minutes.
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Now through December 18,
NJPAC is turning the lobby of Pru-
dential Hall into a bazaar, with the
annual Kwanzaa Festival and Mar-
ketplace. Check out the variety of
vendors featuring jewelry, art, books,
bath and body products, clothing,
home furnishings and more. Shop-
ping hours are Thursday and Friday
from 4 to 10 p.m., Saturday from
noon to 10 p.m., and Sunday from
noon to 5 p.m. The Festival also in-
cludes special holiday performances
and a Kwanzaa Children’s Festival.

* * * * * * *
The Rahway Arts Guild is show-

ing the works of Valeri Larko in her
show, Consumed, from November 20
through December 16. The opening
reception is on Sunday, December
16, from 1 – 4 p.m., and admission is
always free. Larko’s paintings reflect
her “ongoing obsession with urban
and industrial imagery.” (See full story
above). For details log onto: http://
www.rahwayartsguild.org or call
(732) 381-7511.

* * * * * * *
Fans of the Arts & Crafts move-

ment will enjoy Christmas at Crafts-
man Farms on Route 10 in Morris
Plains on December 17 and 18. The
former residence of Gustav Stickley
will be decked out for a 1915 Arts and
Crafts Christmas. Visit from 10 a.m.
until 3 p.m. On Saturdays, “Mrs.
Claus” will visit the Log House from
11 a.m. until 2 p.m. Admission is $4
- $7. For information or directions,
log onto: http://
www.stickleymuseum.org or call
(973) 540-1165.

* * * * * * *
It’s time for the Holiday Light

Spectacular at the easy-to-find PNC
Bank Arts Center in Holmdel. The
drive-through, animated show has
more than a million enchanting lights
in a wide array of dazzling displays.
Pay by the carload; it’s $12-$30, de-
pending on the day and the size of
your vehicle. The lights will be there
though Sunday, January 1. Take a
picture with Santa and stop for hot
chocolate and cookies, or shop for
holiday decorations. This year, there
is an ice-skating rink, too. Any infor-
mation you need is at: http://
www.holidaylightspectacular.com.

* * * * * * *
Wilkins Theatre at Kean Univer-

sity is presenting NOEL, A Latin-
American Christmas Concert on
Saturday, December 17, at 7:30 p.m.
Admission is $18 - $25 for this holi-
day music, dance and spoken-word
performance. To purchase tickets call
the box office at (908) 737-SHOW or
visit: www.wilkinstheatre.com. By
the way, Papa Noel is Santa in much
of Latin America.

Get Outta’
The House

Larko’s Discarded Objects Exhibit
‘Consumes’Arts Guild Of Rahway

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAHWAY – Some people look at
the things strewn about a salvage
yard and they see junk. Valeri Larko
looks at the same things and she sees
art.

“Consumed,” 26 of the 50 in Ms.
Larko’s series of paintings of dis-
carded objects in a salvage yard, is
currently on exhibit at the Arts Guild
of Rahway.

Ms. Larko is well known in the
local artistic community. She is cur-
rently the director of Union County
College’s Tomasulo Gallery, a posi-
tion she has held since 1996. She also
teaches painting at the New Jersey
Center for Visual Arts (NJCVA) and
the Arts Student League.

In 2000, Ms. Larko was awarded a
commission from the New Jersey
Transit and New Jersey State Council
on the Arts to create four murals for
the north mezzanine of the Secaucus
Transfer Station, the largest train sta-
tion in the state.

One of the most striking things
about “Consumed” is that all of the
paintings were done on location, most
at a salvage yard in Hackettstown.

“The very first study I did at the
salvage yard was in 1997, but it wasn’t
until the summer of 1999 that I went
back there to paint on a regular basis,”
explained Ms. Larko.

“For me, the experience of paint-
ing from life is as important as the
final painting. It’s a dynamic process,
not a static one, and this is why I
much prefer being on site…instead
of taking a photo and working in the
studio,” she added.

Ms. Larko’s large and colorful jux-
tapositions of discarded appliances,
computers and propane gas tanks,
among other things, give them a life
of their own.

For example, in “Discarded Appli-
ances,” the starkness of metal is
sharply contrasted with a deep blue,
cloud-studded sky.

In “Cocoa Cola,” a heap of twisted
metal poses for Ms. Larko’s brush the
way a beautiful woman would sit for
a portrait.

Why does what most of us would
consider junk fascinate Ms. Larko?

“I have to admit that I am both
appalled and fascinated by the ways
in which our consumer industrialized

society interacts with the environ-
ment,” she explained.

“I am very much a product of north-
ern New Jersey where I grew up and
lived most of my life, surrounded by
endless miles of industrial parks, high-
ways and shopping malls and I would
say that for better or worse, all of my
art reflects that,” she added.

“Ms. Larko’s work is large, bold
and beautifully painted, and it bridges
the realm from great realism to ab-
stract formal qualities. Her canvases
create great interest in the many, many
items that are discarded by our con-
sumer society, and there is a strange
fascination at seeing these piles of
debris …that are ‘consumed’ by the
great mass of American society,” com-
mented Lawrence Cappiello, execu-
tive director of the Arts Guild of
Rahway.

“Consumed” will be on exhibit at
the Arts Guild of Rahway, 1670 Irv-
ing Street, Rahway, until Friday, De-
cember 16. For more information,
contact the Arts Guild of Rahway at
(732) 381-7511. More information
about Ms. Larko can be found on her
website, www.valerilarko.com.

Mountain, oil/linen, 38" x 76"

Consumed, oil/linen, 40" x 60"

Polish Christmas Traditions
Celebrated at Miller-Cory Museum

By MICHELLE H. Le POIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – To learn varied
ancient Polish Christmas customs,
crowds gathered this Sunday after-
noon in the farmhouse at Miller-Cory
House Museum in Westfield.

“Polish history goes back forever,”
began Museum Vice-President Tho-

mas Sherry, adding that, in Poland,
the Christmas season commences
with Advent on St. Martin’s Day in
mid-November, normally ushering in
the first snowfall.

One Polish tradition, he said, in-
volved dissecting a goose after it was
cooked. If the bones were white and
straight, there would be a snowy win-
ter. However, gray or mottled bones
signified less frigid, stormy weather.

Throughout Poland on St.
Catherine’s Day (November 25), boys
would run to the apple orchard and
stick the branch of an apple tree in a
container filled with water and place
it on a windowsill. If the branch
bloomed by Christmas they would
marry soon. On St. Andrew’s Day
(November 30), Polish girls would
spin in a circle and select either a
ribbon, kerchief or rosary bead from
separate plates. If they chose the rib-
bon, they would remain single for
one more year. Selecting the kerchief
meant they would wed within the
year. If a Polish girl chose the rosary
bead, she would become a spinster or
a nun.

After explaining some other Polish
traditions that were connected to find-
ing true love (most of the poor,
hardworking Polish people had little
else to long for, he indicated), Mr.
Sherry discussed the Christmas foods
savored by the Polish.

Fish was a staple on Christmas Eve
because the Polish peasants could not
afford meat, unless they were given a
rabbit or chicken as a gift from a
landowner or richer person. Often
there were 12 courses – one for each
of Jesus Christ’s apostles. Cabbage
and beets would be served, but Mr.
Sherry explained that a bitter dish
would be included to bring to mind
Judas Iscariot, the apostle who be-

trayed Christ.
On Christmas Eve, straw would be

nestled under the tablecloth to set a
place for Jesus or a stranger, depend-
ing on what part of Poland one hailed
from.

All lights were extinguished on
Christmas Eve, said Mr. Sherry, and
young “starboys” would carry torches
to usher villagers into church for
Midnight Mass. Only at sunrise on
Christmas Day when the windows
were flung open was light allowed
into the church, symbolizing Christ
coming as “the light of the world.”

In Poland, Christmas trees were

hung upside-down and gifts were at-
tached directly to the tree. The day
after Christmas (no one was permit-
ted to work on Christmas Day), the
gifts were set free like a Piñata and
children were allowed to reveal their
contents.

Mr. Sherry also described the tradi-
tion of passing Oplatek Christmas

wafer made of flour and water from
neighbor to neighbor to offer peace
and love for the coming year.

“Traditions are yours,” he con-
cluded. “Pick one that fits your fam-
ily and stick with it.”

After Mr. Sherry’s lecture, the
crowd moved to the Frazee House on
the museum grounds to sample deli-
cious authentic Polish food cooked
by the hearth by Melinda Mucha of
Roselle Park and Kenilworth resident
Janet Murphy. Children young and
old passed around plates filled with
pierogis with sour cream, kielbasa,

AUTHENTIC FARE...Hearthside,
plates of kielbasa, pierogi and babka
were served up to visitors as authentic
Polish Christmas foods inside the
Frazee House at Miller-Cory House
Museum in Westfield.

A WINTRY DAY IN HISTORY...Visitors
to The Miller-Cory House Museum in
Westfield wait to enter the Frazee Build-
ing, where authentic Polish Christmas
foods were cooked in a hearth.

Concert at Crossroads
To Benefit Injured Man

GARWOOD – Crossroads in
Garwood will host a rock concert on
Saturday, December 17, at 7 p.m. to
benefit a 23-year-old Virginia student
who suffered severe head injuries in
an automobile accident last month.

Robyn Scott, the co-owner of Re-
juvenations in Mountainside, has or-
ganized the benefit for her nephew,
Brandon McGraw. Mr. McGraw was
injured November 2 when his car was
struck by a sports utility vehicle and
he was hurled into a ravine.

Ms. Scott said her nephew has no
health insurance. She said all proceeds
from the event will be given to the
family to help pay the mounting bills.

Mr. McGraw was in a medically-
induced coma for three weeks. He
now is receiving rehabilitation therapy
at Inova Mount Vernon Hospital in
Alexandria, Va.

Four bands and an acoustic player,
Pete Dempsey, who is from the Plainfield
area, will perform at the concert. The
bands include On the Rocks, which spe-
cializes in 1980s rock music, Bad Atti-
tude, which also does rock and roll,
Dirty Brown Sound, which plays rock
with a jazz infusion, and Stillicide, which
plays a variety of music.

Crossroads is located at 78 North
Avenue. There is a minimum donation
of $8 per person. Tickets will be avail-
able at the door or at Rejuvenations at
887 Mountain Avenue in Mountainside.

For further information, please call
Robyn at (908) 376-1923 or (908)
403-1770.

HISTORY COMES TO LIFE...Janet Murphy of Kenilworth explains her Polish
traditions to visitors by the hearth inside the Frazee Building at Miller-Cory
House Museum.

poppy seed bread, fruit compote,
babka and a fruit and nut bread.

According to Ms. Mucha and Ms.
Murphy, recipes for the homemade
pierogis were in great demand, and
they are available at
www.westfieldnj.com/mc.

Inside the museum, visitors also
savored the opportunity to learn more
about the contributions of Thaddeus
Kosciusko and Casimir Pulaski, who
were Polish war heroes during the
American Revolution.

For more information about up-
coming winter programs and volun-
teer opportunities at Miller-Cory, call
(908) 232-1776.

Susan Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SINGSONG….Scotch Plains resident and Wardlaw Hartridge junior Matt Forman
leads fellow students in the Wardlaw-Hartridge Choral Arts Society, who performed
recently at the Chelsea Assisted Living facility in Fanwood. Matt initiated the student-
run society when he was a freshman because he enjoyed visiting the area nursing homes
with his eighth-grade choir teacher.
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