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Viking Boy Cagers Think
‘This Is Their Year’

HARRIS, HENDRICKS, WALLS TO LEAD

Viking Hoopsters Eye
Union County Crown By FRED LECOMTE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A smile came over the face of Head
Coach Jim Reagan Jr. when consider-
ing this season’s outlook of the Union
Catholic High School boys’ basket-
ball team. It’s no wonder, as the tena-
cious Vikings who finished with a
very impressive, 17-6 record will re-
turn all of the starters.

Last year, the Vikings won the
Mountain Valley Conference and
made it to the NJSIAA tournament
for the first time in seven years where
they lost to Bergen Catholic.

“It was really a great experience
for our kids when we got tournament
tested against St. Patrick and a good
Bergen Catholic team in the state
tournament. Just that experience for
the kids to quality will help us this
year. We’re finally at a point where
we have a number of guys who played
on the varsity level. Our defensive
intensity is at the level whereby we
can now force teams to do stuff that
they don’t want to do,” said Reagan.

The Vikings have a fortunate spread
of talent throughout the lineup. Se-
nior point guard and four-year starter
Mike Seamon – First Team, All Con-
ference – netted 220 points, led with
142 assists and collared 124 rebounds.

“He had an outstanding soccer sea-
son this year and hopefully that will
lead right into the basketball season.
He’s a real hard worker and definitely
the catalyst on the team. He has gone
through lots of battles with us and
we’re expecting big things from him,”
said Reagan.

Senior 6’2” forward Chris Esperon
– Second Team, All Conference –
pulled 186 boards and netted 207
points and senior Matt Peters lit up
the scoreboard with 200 points.

“Chris has been our leading offen-
sive and defensive rebounder for the
past two seasons. He’s an extremely
hard worker, gets a lot of tough, gritty
rebounds and always draws the tough-

est defensive assignments, “ said
Reagan. “Peters definitely is our best
shooter in our starting five. He has
developed a nice stroke and has a real
nice mid-range jumper and at times
can hit the three.”

Defensive maturity will come by
senior Obi Nwizugbo, a towering 6’5”
center who could be seen as a domi-
nant force in the Mountain Valley
Conference this season. Nwizugbo was
noted for his rebounds (133), shot
blocks (42) and drop-step lay-ups.

“He put a lot of extra time in over
the summer. We see him as a big, big
improvement in the center position.
His points per game hopefully in-
crease along with rebounds,” said
Reagan.

Providing significant experience is
third year varsity player senior Chris
Varga.

“He’s our starting two-guard. He’s
the best on-the-ball defender for a
full-court press,” said Reagan.

Added to the cast is senior Brandon
Brown. “He definitely is our sixth
man. He is very, very valuable. He’s
the spark every time he comes into
the game. He gets a lot of tough
defensive rebounds and can put the
ball in the basket,” said Reagan.

Defensive depth will be provided
by sophomore guard Tony LaRocca
and junior Terrell Calloway.

“LaRocca got some varsity min-
utes last year, so we’re looking to him
to be the spark off the bench. Terrell’s
always a hard worker. He helps the
team in practice by increasing our
intensity. He slashes and usually gets
a lot of good steals,” said Reagan.

Junior Todd Larkin, a sharpshooter
will see playing time along with jun-
iors Christian Corteso and Kevin Reel
who will play the three-four posi-
tions.

“We’re pretty deep. We feel as if we
have eleven guys who can contribute
every game,” concluded Reagan.

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

There is no doubt that accomplish-
ment by the Union Catholic High
School girls’ basketball team is being
noticed. This year, it will be no differ-
ent as the Vikings plan to make even
bigger waves and seek the Union
County (UC) title and to be one of the
state’s top contenders.

The Vikings raised eyebrows last
year and finished with a 19-9 record.

They qualified for their fifth con-
secutive trip to the Union County
Tournament where they grabbed a
37-36 victory in the semifinals, be-
fore dropping a 59-36 decision to
powerhouse Scotch Plains-Fanwood
in the championship game.

In the North Jersey, Non-Public A
semifinal conference championship
game, the Vikings defeated Queen of
Peace High School, then fell victim
to Mount Saint Dominic in the finals.

The Lady Vikings return a wealth
of talent. Four-year starters Courtney
Harris, Lesley Hendricks and Ally
Walls will share team captain duties.

“I’m looking to them for leader-
ship, as well as their skill play to help
keep us together, while keeping a
good chemistry among the rest of the
team. I look to them for help in teach-
ing the younger players the system
and the things needed to be success-
ful. We’re at a point where we are
building for next year as well as play-
ing for this year,” said Viking Head
Coach Kathy Matthews.

Offensively, Hendricks will play

the two-guard position and play point.
“She’s a heck of a player. I’m expect-
ing big things and big leadership from
her,” said Matthews.

Walls, who is noted for her high
percentage shots will be at the guard
position. Harris, an excellent
rebounder, scorer and defensive mar-
vel will return to the forward position.

“All three add multi facets to their
game and we’re going to need all of
that to be successful,” said Matthews.

Junior Arielle Belk is the most im-
proved player on the floor, according
to Mattlews. “She’s going to be our
starting point guard and is doing a
marvelous job in pre-season,”

6’1” senior center Jackie Burns
and 6’0” senior forward Eileen Dopart
will anchor the middle with a team
that has a post-inside.

“We’re going to need their rebound-
ing and their defense and some scor-
ing in order for us to be successful,”
said Matthews.

New faces that scuff the floor this
season include guard Megan
Dyckman and sophomore forward
Taryn Barnes.

“Dyckman has demonstrated to be a
steady player. She does not make many
mistakes, does all the right things and
she’s easy to coach,” said Matthews.

Adding depth and known for her
athleticism and quickness is junior
guard Toni Harrel.

As to grabbing the UC brass ring,
the Vikings defensive and offensive
unit must prove to be effective both
inside and outside.

Blue Devil Ice Men Stopped
By Old Bridge, Level Summit

By ANDREW GOLDMAN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Westfield High School ice
hockey team opened its week by par-
ticipating in the annual Cron Tourna-
ment. The Blue Devils dropped a
tight, 5-4, decision to Old Bridge in
the opening round, then followed up
with a 7-4 victory over Summit.

The first line, which had domi-
nated the Blue Devils’ first game in
the win over Bernards, continued to
exhibit strength against Old Bridge.
Each member of the Westfield line,
senior Captain Sal Esposito, sopho-
more Jimmy Bender and sophomore
Brian Davidson scored, along with
senior Captain Jay Anderson.

Each time the Blue Devils man-
aged to earn the tying goal, Old Bridge
would almost immediately re-take the
lead. Westfield controlled the game

and out-shot Old Bridge by nearly 2-
1 margin and continued pressuring
the Knights’ goal, having countless
scoring opportunities, after falling
behind 5-4, but could not find the
back of the net.

In the consolation match with the
Summit Hilltoppers, the Blue Devils
jumped out to a 3-0 lead only to see
Summit battle back and tie the game
at three. Westfield then responded
with a second set of three consecutive
goals to open a 6-3 lead. The teams
exchanged goals in the game’s final
minutes to finalize the scoring.

Adam Becker earned the win in goal.
Junior John Attanaisio, freshman Mike
Foley, junior Jacob Stevens Haas,
Davidson and Bender scored goals.

The Blue Devils advanced to play for
fourth place against Cranford in the
Cron Tournament on December 13.

SCOTCH PLAINS                $750,000

This spacious 4 bedroom, 4 bath Colonial is great for entertaining.  The home boasts a large eat-in kitchen, family size
dining room & gas fireplace in the living room.  Everyone has their own space with 2 bonus rooms in the basement,
which add to the open feeling of this renovated home.  (052000675)

WESTFIELD                                                                                                 $2,600,000
A rare opportunity to own a distinctive custom Westfield residence with a premier 180 unobstructed view of Echo Lake
Golf Course.  Exquisite unparalleled design, luxurious amenities and an enchanting setting combine to deliver an
unsurpassed level of excellence.  This prestigious 14 room classic includes a grande master suite with fireplace, sitting
room, his and her walk-in closets, spa like bath and steam shower, 5 additional bedrooms, 5 1/2 baths, formal living
and dining rooms, library, family room, 2 additional fireplaces, 25 x 32 designer kitchen with French doors to
magnificent terrace and manicured grounds.  Call Ralph for more information at 908-591-6283.  (052000591)

WESTFIELD $759,000

Center Hall Colonial featuring 9 rooms, four bedrooms, 2 1/2 baths.  Large 1+ acres of newly landscaped
property with many updates including eat-in kitchen, new siding, roof, baths.  Family room with brick fireplace,
skylight, enclosed porch, deck, patio, 2 car garage, finished basement.  Family friendly floor plan. (052000467)

WESTFIELD                                       $449,000
Charming Cape on a corner lot featuring hardwood floors, formal dining room, recreation room in basement with wet
bar, summer kitchen.  Convenient to schools, pool, park and public transportation.  As is condition.  DIR: S. Avenue to
N. Scotch Plains Ave. #215  (052000735)

Open House: Sun. 12/18  12-4PMNew Construction - A Chance of a Lifetime

Spacious ColonialCenter Hall Colonial

Homes by Rapuano Realty Investments, Inc.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

Public Notice is hereby given that the
ordinance as follows was passed and
adopted by the Town Council of the Town
of Westfield at a meeting thereof held on
December 13, 2005.

Claire J. Gray
Town Clerk

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO.: 1860
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD, CHAPTER 13

SPECIAL ORDINANCE NO. 2123
SPECIAL ORDINANCE TO
ACCEPT IMPROVEMENTS
TO MAX PLACE AND DEDI-
CATE IT AS A PUBLIC RIGHT-
OF-WAY

1 T - 12/15/05, The Leader Fee: $18.36

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

CONTRACTOR: Amalgamated General
Agencies (AGA), 115 Grove Street East,
Westfield, New Jersey  07090

NATURE OF SERVICES: Engaged to
perform risk management consultant ser-
vices as detailed in the Bylaws of the
Suburban Joint Insurance Fund and the
Municipal Excess Liability Joint Insurance
Fund.

DURATION: January 1, 2006 through
December 31, 2006

AMOUNT: 3% of annual assessment
THE RESOLUTION AND CONTRACT

FOR SAME ARE ON FILE IN THE OF-
FICE OF THE TOWN CLERK.

Claire J. Gray
Town Clerk

1 T - 12/15/05, The Leader Fee: $18.87

Karen Clarkson (www.clarkson photos.com/icehockey) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MAKING ANOTHER SAVE…Blue Devil goalie Adam Becker, No. 29, makes
another big save in the game against Summit.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
A FORCE TO BE RECKONONED WITH…The Union Catholic basket-
ball team is expecting a banner year with the return of Matt Peters, Chris
Varga, Mike Seamon, Brandon Brown, Chris Esperon, Obi Nwizugbo,
Terrell Calloway, Todd Larkin, Christian Cortese and Kevin Reel.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LADY VIKINGS SHOOT FOR TITLES…Pictured, left to right, tri-
captains Lesley Hendricks, Courtney Harris and Ally Walls are part of a
wealth of talent that seeks a banner year.


