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240-44 North Avenue,
Westfield

Across from the train station

908-233-2726

www.salonvisagewestfield.com

Customized Gift Certificates available for Hair, Skin and Nails.

Gift Card
240-44 North Avenue, Westfield

908-233-2726

Tis the season 
of giving.

This Holiday, 
give that 

special person 
a gift 

of beauty!

* APY = Annual Percentage Yield. Limited check writing privileges—three checks permitted per cycle. There is a penalty fee of $10.00 for excess transactions. Tiered balances for
Town Super Premium Money Market Accounts are $1,500, $10,000 (.50% APY), $25,000 and over (3.00% APY). Tiered balances for Business Money Market Accounts are
$2,500, $10,000 (.50% APY), $25,000 and over (3.00% APY). If your balance falls below the minimum, you will incur a minimum service charge of $10.00 and no interest is earned.

† When you maintain a balance of $25,000 or more, additional 0.25% added premium on fixed rate certificates, limit one 0.25% premium; FREE first order of checks; FREE service charge
on Traveler’s Cheques; FREE ATM fees up to $10.00.

The interest rates are variable and are subject to change at the discretion of the bank without prior notice. The interest rate will be adjusted as of the first business day of every month. 
Minimum 3.00% APY guaranteed until 12/31/05.

©2005 The Town Bank. All rights reserved. Member FDIC   9/05

on collected balances as low as $25,000!

Additional 0.25% added premium on 
fixed rate CDs†

FREE First order of checks!†

FREE Service Charge on 
Traveler’s Cheques!†

FREE ATM fees up to $10†

3.00%
HIGH PERFORMANCE
Earn a

APY*

Town Super Premium Money         
Market Account

Town Super Business Money
Market Account

www.townbank.com
520 South Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090

908.301.0800 
44 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

908.518.9333

REV UP YOUR EARNINGS!

JCC of CNJ Offering Host
Of Programs on December 25

SCOTCH PLAINS – Area resi-
dents are invited to the JCC of Cen-
tral New Jersey, which is offering a
host of programs for all ages from

noon until 3 p.m. on Sunday, De-
cember 25

Families and individuals can
swim in the JCC’s pool, play orga-
nized games in the gym and make
one or more unique crafts.

Teens can hang out in the Teen
Lounge and play Dance Dance
Revolution, shoot pool, play
foosball, surf the Internet or social-
ize with friends.

At 2 p.m., everyone will come
together to light the first candle on
the Hanukkah Menorah and dance
and sing with Lenny Solomon and
friends from the Jewish rock group
Shlock Rock. Parents should be sure
to bring their still or video cameras
to capture their kids singing with
lead singer Lenny in front of the
entire audience.

The Jerusalem West Café, located
in the JCC, will be open for lunch
and snacks.

An admission fee will be charged
for the community and JCC mem-
bers. For more information on ad-
mission fees and programming, or
to register for this event, please con-
tact Jodi Baxter at (908) 889-8800,
extension 235 or e-mail
jbaxter@jccnj.org.

The JCC is located at the Wilf
Jewish Community Campus, 1391
Martine Avenue, Scotch Plains.

Courtesy of Susan Cook for The Westfield Leader
WINTER WONDERLAND…The first snow of the season is shown here last week at Mindowaskin Park in Westfield.

Networking Evenings
To Kick Off Tonight
FANWOOD – Business net-

working will take place every
Thursday from 5 to 7 p.m. begin-
ning tonight, December 15, at Café
Vivace, located at 1370 South
Avenue and Terrill Road in
Fanwood.

Participants will have an oppor-
tunity to mingle, exchange busi-
ness cards and enjoy complimen-
tary finger foods. Admission is
free. For further details, please
call (908) 753-4500.

Mercury In Medicine
Sierra Club Topic

AREA — “The Use of Mercury in
Medicine and Dentistry - Safe or
Sorry?” will be the topic for the Janu-
ary meeting of the Sierra Club
Loantaka Group.

Dr. Paul G. King, New Jersey rep-
resentative for the “Coalition for
Mercury-Free Drugs” (CoMeD) will
be discussing the Federal Drug
Administration’s (FDA) and CoMed’s
positions on the use of mercury in
medicine and dentistry without proof
of safety. Dr. King is a scientist and
student of federal regulations gov-
erning drugs.

The meeting will be held Wednes-
day, January 11, at 7:30 p.m. in The
Library of the Chathams, 214 Main
Street, Chatham. The meeting is free
and open to the public. For more
information, call (973) 263-0344.

Battle For Drivers’ Attention Won’t
Be Won Through Legislation Alone

Resident Questions Raises for County
Freeholders And Dept. Directors

The Union County freeholders are giv-
ing themselves a $1,588 pay increase,
which will bring their salaries to $29,500
for their part-time positions. The free-
holder director gets an additional $1,000.
Despite the county spin reported in The
Westfield Leader last issue, Union County
salaries are not sixth in line in the state.
Open Public Records requests, which were
placed to all 21 counties this year, show
our nine Union County freeholders are
the third highest paid in the state behind
Hudson (nine freeholders at $36,569) and
Essex (nine freeholders at $30,884).
Monmouth and Ocean County freehold-
ers are paid $30,000 but there are only
five on the board.

This pay raise is particularly raunchy
because it comes behind a recent Star-
Ledger article that showed Freeholder
Daniel Sullivan driving a SUV 30,000
miles in one year with the taxpayers also
picking up the bill for insurance and gas.
Mr. Sullivan and Freeholder Debra
Scanlon will now be turning in their SUV’s
at the end of the year as well as former
freeholder Lewis Mingo.

Union County Manager, George
Devanney has been driving a nine seat
Chevy Suburban, which is designed for
heavy hauling. Mr. Devanney told The
Star-Ledger that he would be turning in
his vehicle for “something smaller” in the
New Year. We are one of 11 counties that
offer our manager a vehicle. We also give

our deputy county manager a vehicle.
We have the second highest paid upper

management. Most counties do without
deputy county managers. Only seven out
of 21 counties have this position. The
Union County manager will now be in the
top three paid managers in the state at
$151,471. Our deputy county manager is
now the highest paid at $132,500. Their
combined salaries put them behind only
Camden who employs a county manager
and three deputies.

At the Thursday, December 15 free-
holder meeting there will be a public hear-
ing in which the public can speak for no
more than five minutes each, and let the
freeholders know how they feel about their
retroactive pay raises. I’ve been there and
done that and can testify to the fact that the
freeholders and county manager don’t care
what the public thinks of them.

I recommend all concerned citizens join
me at the Change County Government
forum to be held in the Summit municipal
building on the same evening at 7 p.m.
Essex county citizens have been studying
what can be done to rein in their county
government. It has been long overdue for
Union County to join this conversation.

Tina Renna
President

Union County Watchdog Associa-
tion, Inc.
Cranford

A BRIDGE TO FRIENDSHIP…Fifth-grade Cub Scouts in Den No. 6 of Westfield
and their families have been pursuing historical interests while building relation-
ships. Pictured crossing the Brooklyn Bridge on November 11 are scouts Austin
Fishman, Andy Fromm, Alex Jeffery, Daniel Luzzi, Liam McElheny and Eric
Oberman and their families.

Recent coverage of the State
Legislature’s attempt to reign in the use of
cell phones when driving is now broaden-
ing to include driving distractions on the
road. As the sponsor of the Response
Insurance National Driving Habits Sur-
vey, the survey that launched the current
debate on distracted drivers, we would
like to weigh in on this issue.

Although cell phone use seems to re-
ceive much of the attention, our surveys
revealed American drivers are being dis-
tracted by many activities.

When asked what drivers fear the most
about other drivers, aggressive driving
and drunk driving are now taking second
and third place to the fear that the other
driver is simply not paying sufficient at-
tention to the road. People are putting a
higher priority on making better use of
their time, than getting to their destina-

tion safely. Seventy-six percent of those
polled indicated they engage in one or
more distracting activity while driving.
They are eating, reading, talking on the
phone and combing their hair — every-
thing except paying attention to the road.
Amazingly, 20 percent are so busy multi-
tasking they acknowledge steering their
car with their thighs on occasion.

There is a battle underway on America’s
roads. It is literally a battle for drivers’
attention. Ultimately, it will not be won
through legislation alone. It will be won
by a change in public perception of the
stakes involved.

Mory Katz
Chairman & CEO

Response Insurance Group of
Companies

Meriden, Conn.

MADD Representative
To Speak to FCPA

FANWOOD — The Fanwood
Community Policing Alliance
(FCPA) will hold its regular monthly
meeting at 7 p.m. on Wednesday,
December 28 at the Forest Road
Park Building in Fanwood.

The guest speaker will be Maria
Fatima Esteves of the Middlesex/
Union Chapter of Mothers Against
Drunk Driving (MADD). She will
be discussing MADD’s new ribbon
campaign called “Tie One On For
Safety.” This event is free and open
to the public.

At that meeting, the Alliance will
also be collecting new or slightly
used children’s coats as part of our
“Kid’s Coat Drive ’05.” The
Alliance’s goal is to collect at least
100 coats to donate to Jersey Cares
for distribution to children in need
of a warm winter coat.

Started in 2004, the Fanwood Po-
lice Department organized a Com-
munity Policing Alliance (CPA).
The CPA invites all residents and
those working in Fanwood to attend
any meetings and become a mem-
ber of the CPA.

The group’s goal is to create a
link between the police and the com-
munity that will address a wide ar-
ray of topics including crime pre-
vention, child safety and commu-
nity events. The CPA meets monthly
on the fourth Wednesday of every
month at the same time/location.
For more details, please go to the
Alliance’s website at
www.FanwoodCPA.org.

Area Synagogue Announces
Activities For Hanukkah

COUNTY – Temple Beth O’r/
Beth Torah, located at 111 Valley
Road in Clark, will celebrate Ha-
nukkah with a series of events this
month. Hanukkah will begin this
year at sundown on Sunday, De-
cember 25.

On Monday, December 19, at 10
a.m., Rabbi Michael Klayman, the
synagogue’s religious leader, will
present a “Hanukkah Story Hour”
at Barnes & Noble Booksellers,
1180 Raritan Road in Clark. This
free program is open to the public.

Rabbi Klayman and synagogue
members will participate in the an-
nual Town Hall Menorah Lighting
on Sunday, December 25, at 5 p.m.
at Clark Town Hall, located at 430
Westfield Avenue.

On Monday, December 26, the
temple will light the second candle
on the menorah when it hosts its
own annual Community Menorah
Lighting and Celebration. Begin-
ning at 6 p.m. at the synagogue, the

program will feature Hanukkah
songs and treats. It will be open to
the public free of charge.

On Friday, December 30, at 7
p.m., the synagogue will host its
annual Hanukkah Dinner and
Shabbat Services program. Tradi-
tional foods and special music will
be included. Reservations are re-
quired for the dinner. The cost is
$15 per adult and $5 per child.

More Letters to the Editor
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

See it all on the Web!
See it all in Color!

www.goleader.com

‘Chanukah on Ice’
Slated December 29
WESTFIELD – The Union

County Torah Center and the Chai
Center of Millburn/Short Hills
have announced plans to cospon-
sor a “Chanukah on Ice” event.

It will take place on Thursday,
December 29, from 6:30 to 8
p.m. at the Union Sports Arena
in Union, located on Route 22,
West, next to Best Buy.

Participants will skate to Jew-
ish music, while watching a spec-
tacular ice menorah being lit in
the center of the rink. Refresh-
ments also will be served.

The cost is $10 per person,
including skates. For more in-
formation, please call the Torah
Center, located at 418 Central
Avenue in Westfield, at (908)
789-5252.


