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Once again, we arrive at that magi-
cal time of year when the whole world
is lit up like a holiday tree and we
celebrate the miracle of religious as-
similation. Public schools are getting
ready to put on their secular pageants
with a dizzying amalgamation of tra-
ditional songs about the arrival of a fat
man in a red suit, a flying reindeer, a
spinning wooden toy that simply spell-
binds our video-weary kids and Nguzo
Saba, which is Swahili, which I’m
sure we can all relate to.

Not trying to be a scroogenik, but its
time to get our facts straight. Most
historians and biblical scholars agree
on a few minor details that are by no
means meant to damper your holiday
cheer, but: Jesus was not actually born
on December 25, Chanukah is not
really a major Jewish holiday and
Kwanzaa is not celebrated in the ma-
jority of African countries. In fact,
it was invented by an American pro-
fessor in 1966.

The truth is, if that matters anymore,
that most of our “religious” holidays
are adopted from ancient pagan rituals
that worshipped trees, animals and
astrological events prior to the parting
of the Red Sea, the Burning Bush or
the Last Supper.

The virgin birth, the yuletide log,
the resurrection, the blind seeing, the
bush burning, the walking on water,
the gift giving, the north star guiding,
the three wise men, the never-ending
oil burning, sorry folks…all predate
Judaism and Christianity and certainly
Kwanza by a few thousand years.

In fact, early Christians, prior to the
fourth century, thought Christmas trees
were a pagan, sacrilegious practice.
And all this hoopla about Chanukah is
frankly alien to observant Jews.

Pagan Greeks worshipped the Sun-
God Mithra and their chief holiday
was during the winter solstice around

December 24. Jesus, historians be-
lieve, was actually born around Sep-
tember. And the real “miracle” of
Chanukah is how similar it has be-
come to Christmas.

And don’t even get me started on the
origins of Halloween, which is not the
Satanic, devil-worshipping threat to
our children’s souls that it has been
made out to be. In fact, it was actually
some very devout Christians who
opened up that Pandora’s Box.

And if Christmas, Chanukah and
Kwanza are such threats to the separa-
tion of church and state, how come
Halloween (All Hallow’s Eve) and
“Saint” Valentine’s Day are accept-
able fodder for school window dis-
plays and bulletin board decorations?
Am I the only one confused by this?

So when we’re passing by the an-
nual holiday displays that are con-
spicuously absent from our municipal
lots and schools this year, let’s get
some perspective. None of these out-
ward trappings of religion threaten to
take away your rights as an American
to worship God as you please, or not.
Menorahs, trees, little chocolate bun-
nies and marshmallow chicks do not
violate the principles of democracy or
compel your kids to join a cult. And
these things don’t blur the distinction
of church and state as much as they
blur the distinctions between church
and synagogue and history.

What really threatens our rights and
freedoms is the ignorant, blind alle-
giance to leaders without calling their
veracity into question and without
holding them accountable for their
words and actions. That is the real
“sin” as I see it. So this holiday season,
let’s do ourselves and future genera-
tions a real favor and stamp out that
sin. That’s a religious tradition we can
all celebrate. Happy
RamaChrisKwanzNukah to all.

CONSUMER AFFAIRS…Florence Peterson, director of the Union County
Division of Consumer Affairs, spoke to the Westfield Rotary on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 6 at the Westfield YMCA. From left to right are club member Ted Schlosberg,
President Nancy Jackson and Ms. Peterson shortly after the meeting.

Peterson Speaks at Rotary
About Consumer Affairs

WESTFIELD –Florence Peterson,
the director of the Union County Divi-
sion of Consumer Affairs, spoke at the
Westfield Rotary luncheon last Tues-
day about home improvement con-
tractors, telemarketing and mail scams.

She said home improvement con-
tractors must be registered with the
state as of January 1, 2006 if they are
contracting for any amount over $500.
They must have a contract with the
homeowner and that contract must
show a physical address (no P.O. box).
A building permit will not be issued if
the contractor is not registered.

She instructed people to be wary if a
contractor wants all the money up front
or requires complete payment before
the work is inspected and approved.

She added that if one has placed his
name on the state DO NOT CALL list
but receives telemarketing calls, one
should report them to the Consumer
Affairs Division.

Ms. Peterson also noted that the
division works closely with the police
and post office on many mail scams,
but they cannot help if the consumer
doesn’t speak up and complain.

For more information on consumer
affairs or to contact them, please see
www.state.nj.us/lps/ca/home.htm.

Ms. Peterson, who grew up in
Westfield and whose office is on North
Avenue, has 24 years of experience in

Union County government. She has
directed county consumer affairs for
the last eight years.

The Westfield Rotary Club meets
every Tuesday for lunch and guests
are welcome. For more information,
please e-mail Nancy Jackson,
nnjackson@rcn.com.
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By Deborah Madison
For The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

Community Commentary

The True Meaning of…
RamaChrisKwanzNukah

Letters to the Editor

WeCare Member Says Councilman’s
E-mail is Audacious and Arrogant

Political Satire? You’ve got to be kid-
ding. Jim Foerst’s recent e-mail, excerpted
in The Star Ledger and in The Westfield
Leader, that denigrates constituents, the
community and ultimately himself, is
being dismissed as political satire. What
is funny (i.e., odd, not comedic) is that the
325-word letter lacks basic elements of
comedy – that it is brief, funny, timed
appropriately and has an essential com-
ponent of absurdity.

First, one might get the feeling that the
e-mail was brief, because only a few
sentences were excerpted. Perhaps if the
e-mail were released, along with others’
replies to it, we might gain a better sense
of the level of arrogance of some offi-
cials, along with their views about con-
stituents. Based on this, I think it is prob-
ably safe to assume other demeaning e-
mails are floating around the cyberspaces
of Town Hall.

Second, you be the judge of whether it
is funny. Is it funny when an elected
official: 1) threatens to limit a person’s
right to free speech, 2), suggests increased
police presence in the neighborhoods to
monitor specific citizens, 3) speaks in a

derogatory manner on behalf of other
elected officials, 4) coins the term CRAP
to refer to citizens who speak at council
meetings (Control Residents Attempts to
Pontificate)? It simply was not funny; it is
insulting and chilling.

Third, timing is essential in comedy.
One day, Westfield is in the news because
of a lawsuit including allegations of ille-
gal police background checks of WeCare
members. The very next day, Mr. Foerst
sends his “satirical” e-mail. The timing
couldn’t have been worse.

Lastly, political satire is when people
poke fun of the follies of their govern-
ment. The absurdity of breaching the
power difference between elected offi-
cials and voters is what makes political
satire funny; political satire flows from
citizens to government, not the other way
around. When elected officials demean
and make fun of their constituents in
official town correspondence, it is neither
funny nor absurd; it is simply audacious
and arrogant.

Ken Sumner
WeCare

Westfield

Networking Evenings
To Kick Off Tonight

FANWOOD – Business network-
ing will take place every Thursday
from 5 to 7 p.m. beginning tonight,
December 15, at Café Vivace, lo-
cated at 1370 South Avenue and Terrill
Road in Fanwood.

Participants will have an opportu-
nity to mingle, exchange business cards
and enjoy complimentary finger foods.
Admission is free. For further details,
please call (908) 753-4500.

Geese Are a Filthy, Slippery Nuisance;
A Health Hazard in Our Parks

The story in the Saturday Star-Ledger
that the feds are going to allow New
Jersey to address the serious problem of
surplus geese is the best news I have seen
in a long time.

I have always been glad that my kids
never had to play on the school and town
playgrounds where the geese did their
filthy thing to the tune of tons a day; I
never liked having to walk around their
residue in front of town hall and worried
about those who had to dance on the
sidewalk to avoid the same.

The geese, like the deer and the bears,
had become too prolific for lack of preda-
tors. No matter how you feel about the
last two, the geese are a filthy, slippery
nuisance and health hazard to our resi-
dents and particularly our kids.

Being able to “do something about

them” is something that has left every
mayor and councilman I know, in
Westfield and elsewhere, frustrated be-
yond belief. For once the government
seems to have done something for the
people they are supposed to serve.

From a painting done in a park in
Allentown, PA with the goose on the rim
of a fountain, the title of the painting is,
“Whose park is it?” Maybe we can re-
take our own parks and playgrounds
from this uninvited permanent, and rap-
idly multiplying, intruder.

I hope The Westfield Leader will jump
on this from the Westfield-Scotch Plains
angle. I will give you the full painting if
you want.

Bud Boothe
Westfield

goleader.com

FALL SPECIAL!

Any 2 bottles

of wine with

this coupon
Mix & Match is O.K.  Sale items are excluded.  750ml only.

Expires 12/21/05

10 %

OFF

Mix & Match is O.K.  Sale items are excluded.  750ml only.

Any 12 bottles

or more of wine

Any 6 bottles

or more of wine10 %

OFF

20 %

OFF

We reserve the right to limit quantities while quantities last.  Not responsible for typographical errors.  All prices do not include state sales tax.

1120 South Avenue West, Westfield NJ • 908-232-5341 HOURS: Monday - Saturday: 9am to 9:30pm • Sunday: 12pm to 8pm

Feature Special

Your Favorite Vodka
Absolut 80
Ketel One
Grey Goose
Pravda
Smirnoff
Stolichnaya
Skyy
Wolfschmidt
Gordons

$31.99 1.75L
$34.99 1.75L
$25.99 750ml
$26.99 750ml
$18.99 1.75L
$30.99 1.75L
$23.99 1.75L
$13.99 1.75L
$14.99 1.75L

Your Favorite Cordials
Baileys
Romana Sambuca
Kahlua
Southern Comfort
Amaretto Di Saronno

$17.99 750ml
$17.99 750ml
$15.99 750ml
$13.99 750ml
$18.99 750ml

Your Favorite Gin / Rum
Bombay Sapphire
Tanqueray
Hendricks
Beefeater
Gordons
Seagrams

Captain Morgan
Bacardi Silver
Bacardi Gold
Malibu

$34.99 1.75L
$30.99 1.75L
$27.99 750ml
$28.99 1.75L
$14.99 1.75L
$15.99 1.75L

$23.99 1.75L
$19.99 1.75L
$19.99 1.75L
$23.99 1.75L

Your Favorite Whiskey
Jack Daniels
Jim Beam
Seagrams 7

$35.99 1.75L
$23.99 1.75L
$14.99 1.75L

Your Favorite Scotch
Dewars White Label
Chivas Regal
Johnnie Walker Black
Johnnie Walker Red
Clan MacGregor

$29.99 1.75L
$51.99 1.75L
$55.99 1.75L
$28.99 1.75L
$16.99 1.75L

JOIN OUR

WINE OF THE MONTH

CLUB!

A perfect gift!  Have up to three wines
delivered to your door each month with a

very informative newsletter.  Call for details.

For a Perfect Holiday!  A Mixed Case for Wine Lovers!
Buy One Case and Get 20% Off!

La Jota Howell Mountain 18
th

 Anniversary Release

Cabernet Sauvignon 1999  (California)  $90.00

Without the hype and acclaim of many of California’s most hotly pursued wines,
La jota continues to produce some of the best Cabernet made anywhere.  Their

1987 may have been one of the best ever produced in California.  While the 1999
is just entering its mature phase, the currant, wild berry and plum flavors are

already melding with the earth, herb and oak notes.   Decant for an hour.

Girard Petite Sirah  (California)  $26.99

Intense & rich in color and full of flavor without being “too much”.  Blue and black
fruit flavors with hints of flower, chocolate and coffee.  Perfect with a spicy steak.

 Fruhwirth Scheurebe Klassik  (Austria)  $21.99

A cross between Silvaner and Riesling that was produced first in Germany in the
1920s.  Electric bright in the mouth with grapefruit, lime and currant flavors.  This

has that slight pine needle like tingle that marks South Styrian wine.

Chateau Ste. Michelle Horse Heaven Vineyard

Sauvignon Blanc  (Washington St.) $15.99

Citrus and floral notes mark the pronounced nose on this blend with 22%
Semillon.  The Semillon adds texture and depth to the wine, as does the aging

on the lees and the judicious use of a mixture of new and aged oak barrels.
Try with chicken fish or goat cheese.

Casa Castillo Las Gravas Jumilla  (Spain)  $24.99

A rich and seductive blend of Monastrell (Mouvedre) and Cabernet, with just a hint
of Syrah.  Plum, blueberry, blackberry, licorice and coffee flavors. This kind of a big
wine with show its best with lamb or beef dishes.  Your palate will remember this.

Two Hands Gnarly Dudes Shiraz  (Australia) $23.99

When vines get older they can become more twisted and gnarled – hence the very
Aussie name.  They also produce fewer, better and more concentrated grapes.

Full of raspberry, plum, black pepper, and a hint of cedary oak.

Henri Boillot Chassagne–Montrachet 1er Cru –

Les Chaumees  (France)  $57.99

The type off-white Burgundy that earned the place its fame.   Rich, complex fruit
against a frame of limestone, acidity and moderate oak.  Still developing- it

should be decanted for half an hour.  Try with lobster.

Monarchia Demeter Tokaji Late Harvest Furmint

(Hungary)  $34.99

Light and complex with a floral and tropical fruit nose.  Lemon, orange peel,
apricot and honey on the palate.   Delightful bright acid balances the sweetness.

Try before dinner with light cheeses or with dessert.

TeMata Awatea Cabernet /  Merlot  (New Zealand)  $30.99

A beautiful Bordeaux style blend from the increasingly good Hawkes Bay
region on the North Island.  The wine is entering its mature phase.  Filled with
dark berry / cassis fruit with violet and spice accents, it is perfectly integrated.

Perfect with roast beef on Christmas.

Chateau Haut-Gravet St. Emillon  (France)  $34.99

The right bank wines of Bordeaux are still one of the smartest buys for people looking
for Merlot flavors.  The addition of Cabernet Franc to the wine adds aromatics and
complexity.  Flavors of dried blackberry, cherry and plum, along with tones of spice

and leather, make this far more interesting than most things labeled Merlot.

Ascheri Arneis (Italy)  $19.99

The great white grape of the Piedmont region.  Highly aromatic with floral,
mineral and herb accents.  The palate is both bright and complex, with lemon
and almond notes.   Very refreshing and wonderful before dinner or with fish.

Les Hauts Du Fief Crozes-Hermitage  (France)  $17.99

A 100% Syrah from the Rhone Valley.  Tones of blueberry and dried cherry mix
with leathery, mineral, black pepper and clove highlights.  Drinking well now, it

will improve for several more years.  Perfect with lamb.

Produttori del Barbaresco Nebbiolo Delle Langhe  (Italy)  $15.99

A lighter, less aged, younger drinking and more affordable version of a
Barbaresco.  Cherry and blue fruit flavors on the palate with notes of white
pepper, anise and violet.  Try it with pasta, pizza, ham or sausages.  A great

introduction to Piedmonts most important red grape.

Sale Price $69.99

Gift
Baskets

Our Gift Baskets make Holiday Shopping
Easy!  Pick from our ready-made selections
or let us design something special for you.

Westfielder Remembers When There
Were No Canada Geese in NJ

I agree with Bud Boothe that the geese
are at best a nuisance and at worst a
potentially serious health problem - and
that something has to be done.

However, at the same time, being inter-
ested in local history, I remind myself of
the fall day in 1978 or 1979 when I was
hiking with Westfield’s Boy Scout Troop
72 in the Peapack area on the way to
Schiff Scout Reservation. Jay Rochlin
and John Wright were at the head of the
troop, and, several hundred yards behind
some 40 straggling boys were, I believe,
John Dalton and myself.

Suddenly from the front we saw Jay’s
hand go up in a sign for “silence.” As the
scouts caught up and gathered round, I

noticed John and Jay quite excitedly mo-
tioning off into a field. There by their
white neck patch, I recognized three mag-
nificent Canada Geese. No one on that
trip, scout or adult, had ever before seen
a Canada Goose in the wild in New Jer-
sey.

Cameras clicked away. I still have those
photos. Isn’t it amazing how drastically
things can change in less than thirty years!

As we, hopefully reluctantly, diminish
the resident goose population, let us not
loose sight of how insignificant our at-
tempts have been in gaining control over
our environment.

Stan Lipson
Westfield


