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THE TAVERN AT

STAGE HOUSE

stage house
restaurant and wine bar
366 park avenue, scotch plains, nj

908 322 4224
366 park avenue, scotch plains, nj

908 322 4224

Yes, You Can . . .

stage house
restaurant and wine bar

Yes, You Can . . . celebrate

CHRISTMAS & NEW YEAR’S

See our website:
www.stagehouserestaurant.com for details

Yes, You Can . . .
bring wine from your private selection and we will

waive the corkage fee every Tuesday.

Yes, You Can . . .
enjoy our great menu at the place of your choice

(off-premises catering).

Yes, You Can . . .
enjoy a great dining experience in a Colonial building with

its original fireplaces from 1737, with our new American fare

menu created by chef-owner Eric Hambrecht.

Check out our new affordable prices!

POLICE BLOTTER
Westfield

Friday, December 9, Salvador Hirujo,
27, of Jersey City was arrested at Westfield
police headquarters on an outstanding
Westfield traffic warrant for $135 and a
criminal warrant from Jersey City for
$1,342. Hirujo posted bail on the Westfield
warrant and was turned over to the Jersey
City Police Department.

Friday, December 9, a Pearl Street resi-
dent reported that someone had unlawfully
used his ATM account number to purchase
a Mobile cellular text plan based in En-
gland. The account has since been closed.

Saturday, December 10, Frederick Coo-
per, Jr., 18, of Westfield was arrested on
Cacciola Place and charged with possession
of less than 50 grams of suspected marijuana
and possession of alcohol underage. He was
released on his own recognizance with sum-
monses pending a court date.

Sunday, December 11, Andrew
Bremner, 18, of Cranford was arrested at
South Avenue and Tuttle Parkway and
charged with possession of less than 50
grams of suspected marijuana and under-
age possession of alcohol. Bremner was
released on his own recognizance pending
a court date.

Scotch Plains
Monday, December 5, a business owner

on Route 22 reported being the victim of
theft. The owner stated that unknown per-
sons broke open the coin-operated air ma-
chine and took approximately $200 in coins.

Wednesday, December 7, a resident of
Black Birch reported being the victim of
theft. The victim stated that several credit
cards were taken from his briefcase. The
stolen cards were used at several locations.
Police said there are no suspects at this time.

Wednesday, December 7, a resident of
Route 22 reported being the victim of theft.
The victim stated that approximately
$1,300 in cash was taken from his room.
Police reported that there was no sign of
forced entry.

Saturday, December 10, a resident of
Mountain Avenue reported that his motor
vehicle was stolen. The vehicle was parked
in front of his house at the time it was
stolen. The vehicle was later recovered
and the driver was arrested by the Union
Police Department.

Saturday, December 10, Vincent K.
Pettit, 3rd, 20, of Cranford was arrested
and charged with possession of marijuana
after being stopped for a motor vehicle
violation on Route 22. Pettit was released
with a summons.

Fanwood
Thursday, December 8, Paul P.

Andriopoulos, 33, of Scotch Plains was
arrested following a motor vehicle stop on
LaGrande Avenue and Brohm Place at
11:47 a.m. for outstanding warrants.

Thursday, December 8, Gregory D.
Boozer, 35, of Scotch Plains was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on South
Avenue at 11:58 p.m. for driving under the
influence (DUI), police said.

Saturday, December 10, Emanuel H.
Armour, 39, of Edison was arrested on
Terrill Road at 11:15 p.m. after a motor
vehicle stop revealed outstanding warrants.

Sunday, December 11, Rodney Bostic,
52, of Plainfield was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on North Avenue and
Martine Avenue at 11:26 a.m., which re-
vealed numerous outstanding warrants.

Mountainside
Thursday, December 8, a Summit Road

resident reported being the victim of theft.
The victim reported that three unlocked
vehicles parked in her driveway were rum-
maged through and items were taken from
all three vehicles.

Stolen from the vehicles were the insur-
ance and registration cards, $10 worth of
quarters, a large battery-pack charger and
several CDs. According to the police, the

vehicles were disturbed by the owner be-
fore headquarters was notified.

Friday, December 9, David M. Brown,
37, of Fanwood was arrested after a motor
vehicle stop on Route 22 West for suspi-
cion of involvement in a hit-and-run acci-
dent. A computer check revealed outstand-
ing warrants out of Newark.

Saturday, December 10, Juan
Rosarioespinal, 24, of Perth Amboy was
arrested and charged with possession of a
stolen motor vehicle and possession of
burglary tools (two screwdrivers). Accord-
ing to police, the suspect attempted to
elude officers on Route 22 by driving on
the shoulder but was forced to stop due to
traffic caused by a Union Police Depart-
ment ongoing accident investigation that
was being conducted. Numerous Union
police officers at the scene were able to
arrest the suspect without further incident.

Sunday, December 11, Jason Madrey,
20, of Elizabeth was arrested and charged
with driving with a suspended license fol-
lowing a stop for speeding on Route 22.

Sunday, December 11, a Partridge Run
resident reported being the victim of theft.
The victim told police that an individual
entered his vehicle, which was parked in
his driveway and unlocked, and strewed
Christmas cards that were to be mailed
around the vehicle. According to police, a
waist bag belonging to the victim was
found in a neighbor’s yard with the items
contained in the bag thrown about the yard.
Police said another vehicle in the neigh-
borhood was entered in the same manner.

Sunday, December 11, a Grouse Lane
resident reported that unknown suspects
entered his vehicle while it was parked in
his driveway. According to police, the
trunk was left ajar and items were strewn
about the vehicle. The victim reported
nothing missing at the time. Police said
there was no sign of forced entry. Prints
from the vehicle are being processed.

Sunday, December 11, Gabriel H.
Garcia-Chiribog, 19, of Jersey City was
arrested for DUI after being issued a sum-
mons for careless driving following a motor
vehicle accident, at which time he became
irate and began fighting with the officer
issuing the summons, police said.

According to police, Garcia-Chiribog
was traveling at a high speed on Route 22
when he lost control of his vehicle and
went off the roadway. The vehicle struck a
curb, skidded approximately 150 feet and
came to a stop after simultaneously strik-
ing a utility pole and a guard rail head on.

Police said he was not wearing a seat
belt and struck the windshield with his
head and arm, requiring medical attention.
Paramedics were called to the scene and as
Garcia-Chiribog was being placed in the
ambulance, the officer placed the sum-
mons in Garcia-Chiribog’s coat pocket.

Police said the suspect then reportedly
spit in the officer’s face and tried to break
out of the backboard paramedics had him
strapped to, threatening to kill the officer.
At this time the officer reportedly attempted
to place him under arrest. Police said he
attempted to resist arrest by swinging and
kicking his arms, causing the blood from
his injuries to cover the officer.

According to police, pepper spray had to
be used to control the suspect, who was then
handcuffed to the stretcher and placed un-
der arrest. Police said because of the sever-
ity of the accident and the suspect’s behav-
ior, he was ordered to take a blood test,
which revealed that he had been drinking.

He was also issued a summons for bodily
fluids and failure to wear a seat belt. He is
being held on $5,000 bail, police said.

Coupons only valid on non-sale items.  Sales tax applies to all items.  We reserve the right to limit quantities.

WE CARRY SPECIALTY WINES THAT HAVE A LIMITED AVAILABILITY

• Caymus
• Sonoma Cutrer
• Decoy

• Cakebread
• Duckhorm
• Cloudy Bay

• Chapellet
• Opus One
• Justin

• Stags Leap Wine Cellars
• Conundrum
• Silver Oak  • and many more . . .

COUPON COUPON

COUPON COUPON

COUPON COUPON

WE WILL MATCH ANY

COMPETITORS ADVERTISED PRICE

Cash Prices Only
Valid Dec. 15 thru Dec. 22

Sale Items Not Included
Cannot be combined with any other offer.

Cash Prices Only
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Sale Items Not Included
Cannot be combined with any other offer.
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Cash Prices Only
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Cannot be combined with any other offer.

5% OFF Any One
(1) Bottle of Wine

13% OFF Any
2 Bottles of Wine

Any Case

of Wine

25% OFF

$300 OFF Any 1.75

Liter Size Bottle of Liquor
$200 OFF Any 1.0

Liter Size Bottle of Liquor

$200 OFF Any Case

of Beer (bottles only)

$500 OFF Any Beer

Order over $100 (bottles only)

Johnny Walker Blue
$16499

  1.75 Liter

Santa Margarita
$1809

  750 ml

Pinot
Grigio 17% OFF

Any 9 Bottles

7% OFF
Any Three Bottles

Mix & Match O.K

DEEGAN

ROOFING
C O M P A N Y

908-322-6405

Tear-Offs • Re-Roofs
Repairs • Gutters

Free Estimates • Fully Insured

bezzlement of township funds by
former finance director William
Polidore and the resolution of the
Club Malibu liquor license.

Calling him “the captain of the
ship,” Mr. Atkins said Mr. Hansen’s
“very active role” in so many areas
would make him “impossible to re-
place totally in that regard.”

Mr. Hansen’s wake was followed
by a memorial service on Tuesday
morning at Crescent Avenue Presby-
terian Church in Plainfield. He is
survived by his wife, Toni; his former
wife, Marcia Lee Hansen; a daughter,
Kirsten Merashoff; two sons, Dou-
glas W. Hansen, Jr. and Erik Hansen;
two stepchildren; four grandchildren;
and his golden retriever, Max.

Mr. Atkins told The Times on Mon-
day that one of the bonds he had with
Mr. Hansen was their love of dogs,
recalling that when his own dog had
surgery recently, Mr. Hansen phoned
him several times during the week,
not to discuss township business, but
to check on the dog’s recovery.

“That was Doug,” Mr. Atkins said.

two lots, raze an existing home and
build two new homes. Due to the
parallelogram shape of the lot, which
is situated across from the Scotch
Hills Country Club, a number of lot
width, side yard and lot area vari-
ances were sought. The board ap-
proved the application by an 8-1 mar-
gin, with Mike Michalisin voting no
because he favored a single home on
the property.

house would increase impervious
coverage necessitating larger
stormwater seepage pits.

Several residents expressed their
concerns about the application due to
standing water problems in their
flood-prone neighborhood. After dis-
cussing the flood-zone topography of
the property, the board decided that
the applicant needed to present more
details regarding the storm-water
management plan and landscaping.

The hearing will be continued to a
special meeting prior to the regular
meeting on January 17 at 7:30 p.m.

A use variance application for 28
and 36 Staggard Place submitted by
Primavera Parkview will be heard at
December’s regular meeting. The
developer is seeking approval to con-
struct 19 townhouses on 1.1 acres in
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Fanwood Planning Bd.
Discusses Zoning

a residential neighborhood. Neigh-
boring residents wrote a letter in Oc-
tober to the planning board request-
ing that these lots be rezoned from
light industrial to residential due to
the surrounding residential character
of the neighborhood.

T&M Associates was commis-
sioned by the Planning Board to con-
duct a study of the lot and concluded
that such a zoning change from light
industrial to residential was appro-
priate. After hearing the report, sev-
eral board members added their rec-
ommendations to send to council,
agreeing with the report’s findings.

Several board members also advised
the council to judiciously consider the
rights of the property owners when
making their decision. The council is
reviewing that report and the resident’s
request for a zoning change.

However, it is unlikely that the
council will have time to implement a
zoning change soon enough to affect
the outcome of the Primavera appli-
cation, planning-board attorney Jo-
seph Galfy, Jr. told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times.

A major, preliminary and final site
plan for the Goddard School at 314,
324 and 328 South Avenue will be
considered at the December 21 meet-
ing. The board discussed whether they
would vote on both the preliminary
and final site plans, or only on the
preliminary site plan, which would
depend on the complexity of the appli-
cation. A bulk variance for 140 Helen
Street, an application carried over from
November 30, will also be heard.

The board discussed final changes to
be made to the borough’s conditional
and prohibited uses ordinance. Mr.
Galfy instructed board members to re-
strict their email comments to correc-
tions and not to make other comments
to avoid violating the Open Public
Meetings Act. The board will discuss
these final changes at the next meeting.

The board reviewed how to change
their rules in order to avoid an appli-
cation being withdrawn after hours of
testimony and discussions. An appli-
cation was abruptly withdrawn in
November, after it became apparent
to the applicant that the board was
likely to deny the application. This
withdrawal, without prejudice, per-
mits the applicant to re-apply in the
future, after having the benefit of
hearing the board’s objections. In or-
der to avoid this type of withdrawal,
the board discussed changing their
rules to prohibit withdrawals after
deliberations begin.

The next regular meeting of the
board will be held on Wednesday,
December 21 at 7:30 p.m. in the Coun-
cil Chambers.

STATE LEADERSHIP... Assembly-
man Jon Bramnick (LD-21), an attor-
ney with office in Scotch Plains and a
Westfield resident has been named As-
sembly Assistant Minority Whip for
2006 by state Republicans.

Council OK’s Heather Glen
Tax Plan, Remembers Hansen

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — On Tues-
day, the township council approved
an ordinance granting what Council-
man Frank Rossi called a “very mod-
est” property-tax abatement to
homeowners in the Heather Glen age-
restricted housing development be-
ing built off Jerusalem Road. The
approval followed defenses of the tax
plan at the council’s two previous
meetings, when several residents
questioned the fairness of the abate-
ment for those owning homes in the
53-unit development.

At Tuesday’s council meeting,
Councilman Rossi reviewed the his-
tory of the 11-acre site and the efforts
by the township government over the
past 18 years to fund a suitable use for
the property, which was declared an
“area in need of redevelopment” in
1997. That designation allows the
municipal government to have greater
control over how such a property
might be developed. He said the an-
nual property-tax levy on the homes,
now valued at about $650,000 each,
would be about $13,000, versus
$14,000 for a similarly valued home
elsewhere in Scotch Plains.

The apportionment of taxes on the
land portion of the tax bill will remain
the same, with about 64 percent allo-
cated for education and the remainder
split about evenly between the town-
ship and county governments. Taxes
on improvements to the land, i.e., the
house itself, would be earmarked
mostly to the township government.

That, Mr. Rossi said, will result in an
additional $50 million being added to
township coffers in the next 30 years.

He called the abatement plan, which
capped several years of negotiations
with Heather Glen at Scotch Plains
Urban Renewal LLC, the project’s
developer, “a very low cost for the
tremendous benefit this community
will receive.”

Mayor Martin Marks called it “one
of the best land-use decisions this
government has made in many years.”

In other business, the council ap-
proved an ordinance increasing fees
for demolition permits. Council-
woman Paulette Coronato said the
change was necessary “in light of all
the building going on” in Scotch
Plains, including tear-downs of
houses. She said the township build-
ing department felt the fee increase
was needed to keep up with the vari-
ous administrative costs associated
with a building’s demolition.

The new fees will be $1,000 for a
one- and two-family structure, $1,500
for any non-residential structure and
$100 for any other type of residential
demolition — such as an oil tank,
swimming pool, shed or deck removal.

At the beginning of its meeting, the
council paid tribute to Township At-
torney Douglas Hansen, who died
unexpectedly last Friday. Mayor
Marks called Mr. Hansen’s death “a
terrible loss” of someone who was “a
dear friend to us and to many others”
and who was “an integral member of
this organization.”

The mayor said that consideration
had been given to canceling Tuesday’s
meeting, which took place on the day
of Mr. Hansen’s memorial service.
After conferring with Township Man-
ager Thomas Atkins, they decided
that with the scheduled vote on the
Heather Glen tax ordinance — which
Mr. Hansen had “put his heart and
soul into over many years,” the mayor
said — “had we not proceeded with
this, he would be quite upset.”

Councilman Rossi said Mr. Hansen
“had an unbelievable love and pas-
sion for this community and the work
he did for this community,” adding
that “as a lawyer, he had the utmost
integrity. It was an absolute privilege
to work with him, but an even greater
privilege to know him.”

Councilwoman Coronato said it had
been “a difficult past few days for the
Scotch Plains family in the Munici-
pal Building.” She said the hardest
part for her was coming to the meet-
ing on Tuesday night and convening
beforehand with her colleagues to
review the agenda.

“Walking in and seeing that chair
empty — that’s when it hit home.”
Mr. Hansen, she concluded, was “ir-
replaceable not only for his knowl-
edge and good work, but for the won-
derful, caring magnanimous person
that he was.”

Mr. Atkins, who spoke at Tuesday’s
memorial service, said Mr. Hansen
had “such a great heart and a great
soul,” and “part of the heart of the
town has been taken from us.”

In other business, the council
awarded a three-year contract, with
an option for a fourth and fifth year,
for curbside recycling to Great North-
ern Recycling. It also approved a two-
year contract for Caffrey Tree Ser-
vice for shade-tree work over the
coming two years. The council also
passed a resolution congratulating
Thomas Ruggieri on having achieved
the rank of Eagle Scout in the Boy
Scouts of America.

has since been removed from the lim-
ited-liability company, he wished to
know whether a certificate of forma-
tion existed for the current LLC.

Mr. Mukerji, 21, was indicted on
five counts by a Middlesex County
Grand Jury on November 30 on charges
of stalking two women, burglary, con-
tempt of court and witness tampering,
according to court documents.

Mrs. McGovern said that a certifi-
cate of formation did exist, although
Mr. D’Anuono noted that when he
looked for such a certificate at borough
hall, his inquiries turned up nothing.

He also questioned the process that
the borough used in checking Mr.
Mukerji’s credentials. Mrs.
McGovern said that she and borough
officials relied on the credentials of
Landmark Company, which “carried
the whole project.”

Resident Maureen Mawby ques-
tioned the current vacancy of the
former Eckerd pharmacy storefront
on Martine Avenue. Mayor Mahr said
the landlord had tried to attract an
independent pharmacy, but the indi-
viduals were not able to obtain an
insurance carrier. The mayor said the
building owner “is taking her time to
find the right fit for Fanwood.”

The Reverend John Neilson, Emeri-
tus, of All Saints Episcopal Church in
Scotch Plains, spoke about the annual
Tiny Tim fund. This fund, founded in
1982, assists Scotch Plains and
Fanwood families and children who
are either uninsured or poorly covered
by health insurance by giving them
medical and dental care. He asked resi-
dents leave their lights on Thursday,
December 15, during Tiny Tim’s an-
nual Carol Night charitable fundraiser,
when carolers will visit neighborhoods
between 5:30 and 8 p.m. to raise sup-
port.

Councilwoman Donna Dolce said
that there had been six leaf pickups
this fall, and there will probably not
be any more until the spring. Resi-
dents who find remaining leaves after
the snow melts must bag them and put
them out in the spring, she said.

The borough council’s reorganiza-
tion meeting is scheduled for noon on
Sunday, January 2 in borough hall.

Mayor Mahr also said that the Wish-
ing Tree, to benefit Scotch Plains-
Fanwood welfare families, is stand-
ing in the police department, full of
gift ideas to be purchased. She en-
couraged residents to visit the tree
and help a needy family.
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