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THE TAVERN AT

STAGE HOUSE

stage house
restaurant and wine bar
366 park avenue, scotch plains, nj

908 322 4224
366 park avenue, scotch plains, nj

908 322 4224

Yes, You Can . . .

stage house
restaurant and wine bar

Yes, You Can . . . celebrate

CHRISTMAS & NEW YEAR’S

See our website:
www.stagehouserestaurant.com for details

Yes, You Can . . .
bring wine from your private selection and we will

waive the corkage fee every Tuesday.

Yes, You Can . . .
enjoy our great menu at the place of your choice

(off-premises catering).

Yes, You Can . . .
enjoy a great dining experience in a Colonial building with

its original fireplaces from 1737, with our new American fare

menu created by chef-owner Eric Hambrecht.

Check out our new affordable prices!

POLICE BLOTTER
Westfield

Friday, December 9, Salvador Hirujo,
27, of Jersey City was arrested at Westfield
police headquarters on an outstanding
Westfield traffic warrant for $135 and a
criminal warrant from Jersey City for
$1,342. Hirujo posted bail on the Westfield
warrant and was turned over to the Jersey
City Police Department on the warrant
from there.

Friday, December 9, a Pearl Street resi-
dent reported that someone had unlaw-
fully used his ATM account number to
purchase a Mobile cellular text plan based
in England. The account has since been
closed.

Saturday, December 10, Frederick
Cooper, Jr., 18, of Westfield was arrested
on Cacciola Place and charged with pos-
session of less than 50 grams of suspected
marijuana and possession of alcohol un-
derage. He was released on his own re-
cognizance with summonses pending a
court date.

Sunday, December 11, Andrew
Bremner, 18, of Cranford was arrested at
South Avenue and Tuttle Parkway and
charged with possession of less than 50
grams of suspected marijuana and under-
age possession of alcohol. Bremner was
released on his own recognizance pend-
ing a court date.

Scotch Plains
Monday, December 5, a business owner

on Route 22 reported being the victim of
theft. The owner stated that unknown
persons broke open the coin-operated air
machine and took approximately $200 in
coins.

Wednesday, December 7, a resident of
Black Birch reported being the victim of
theft. The victim stated that several credit
cards were taken from his briefcase. The
stolen cards were used at several loca-
tions. Police said there are no suspects at
this time.

Wednesday, December 7, a resident of
Route 22 reported being the victim of
theft. The victim stated that approximately
$1,300 in cash was taken from his room.
Police reported that there was no sign of
forced entry.

Saturday, December 10, a resident of
Mountain Avenue reported that his motor
vehicle was stolen. The vehicle was parked
in front of his house at the time it was
stolen. The vehicle was later recovered
and the driver was arrested by the Union
Police Department.

Saturday, December 10, Vincent K.
Pettit, 3rd, 20, of Cranford was arrested
and charged with possession of mari-
juana after being stopped for a motor
vehicle violation on Route 22. Pettit was
released with a summons.

Fanwood
Thursday, December 8, Paul P.

Andriopoulos, 33, of Scotch Plains was
arrested following a motor vehicle stop
on LaGrande Avenue and Brohm Place at
11:47 a.m. for outstanding warrants.

Thursday, December 8, Gregory D.
Boozer, 35, of Scotch Plains was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on South
Avenue at 11:58 p.m. for driving under
the influence (DUI), police said.

Saturday, December 10, Emanuel H.
Armour, 39, of Edison was arrested on
Terrill Road at 11:15 p.m. after a motor
vehicle stop revealed outstanding war-
rants.

Sunday, December 11, Rodney Bostic,
52, of Plainfield was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on North Avenue and
Martine Avenue at 11:26 a.m., which
revealed numerous outstanding warrants.

Mountainside
Thursday, December 8, a Summit Road

resident reported being the victim of theft.
The victim reported that three unlocked
vehicles parked in her driveway were

rummaged through and items were taken
from all three vehicles.

Stolen from the vehicles were the
insurance and registration cards, $10
worth of quarters, a large battery-pack
charger and several CDs. According to
the police, the vehicles were disturbed
by the owner before headquarters was
notified.

Friday, December 9, David M. Brown,
37, of Fanwood was arrested after a motor
vehicle stop on Route 22 West for suspi-
cion of involvement in a hit and run
accident. A computer check revealed out-
standing warrants out of Newark.

Saturday, December 10, Marlon C.
Rojas, 21, of Plainfield was arrested at the
Plainfield Police Department for outstand-
ing warrants.

Saturday, December 10, Juan
Rosarioespinal, 24, of Perth Amboy was
arrested and charged with possession of a
stolen motor vehicle and possession of
burglary tools (two screwdrivers). Ac-
cording to police, the suspect attempted
to elude officers on Route 22 by driving
on the shoulder but was forced to stop due
to traffic caused by a Union Police De-
partment ongoing accident investigation
that was being conducted. Numerous
Union police officers at the scene were
able to arrest the suspect without further
incident.

Sunday, December 11, Jason Madrey,
20, of Elizabeth was arrested and charged
with driving with a suspended license
following a motor vehicle stop for speed-
ing on Route 22.

Sunday, December 11, a Partridge Run
resident reported being the victim of theft.
The victim told police that an individual
entered his vehicle, which was parked in
his driveway and unlocked, and strewed
Christmas cards that were to be mailed
around the vehicle. According to police,
a waist bag belonging to the victim was
found in a neighbor’s yard with the items
contained in the bag thrown about the
yard. Police said another vehicle in the
neighborhood was entered in the same
manner.

Sunday, December 11, a Grouse Lane
resident reported that unknown suspects
entered his vehicle while it was parked in
his driveway. According to police, the
trunk was left ajar and items were strewn
about the vehicle. The victim reported
nothing missing at the time. Police said
there was no sign of forced entry. Prints
from the vehicle are being processed by
the detective bureau.

Sunday, December 11, Gabriel H.
Garcia-Chiribog, 19, of Jersey City was
arrested for DUI after being issued a
summons for careless driving following
a motor vehicle accident, at which time
he became irate and began fighting with
the officer issuing the summons, police
said.

According to police, Garcia-Chiribog
was traveling at a high rate of speed on
Route 22 when he lost control of his
vehicle and went off the roadway. The
vehicle struck a curb, skidded approxi-
mately 150 feet and came to a stop after
simultaneously striking a utility pole and
a guard rail head on.

Police said the driver was not wear-
ing a seat belt and struck the windshield
with his head and arm, which required
medical attention. Police said paramed-
ics were called to the scene and as
Garcia-Chiribog was being placed in
the ambulance the officer placed the
summons for careless driving in Garcia-
Chiribog’s coat pocket.

Police said the suspect then report-
edly spit in the officer’s face and tried to
break out of the backboard paramedics
had him strapped to, threatening to kill
the officer. At this time the officer re-
portedly attempted to place him under
arrest.

Police said Garcia-Chiribog attempted
to resist arrest by swinging and kicking
his arms causing the blood from his inju-
ries to cover the officer.

According to police, pepper spray had
to be used to control the suspect and he
was handcuffed to the stretcher and placed
under arrest. Police said because of the
severity of the accident and the suspect’s
behavior, he was ordered to take a blood
test, which revealed that he had been
drinking.

Garcia-Chiribog was also issued a sum-
mons for bodily fluids and failure to wear
a seat belt. He is being held on $5,000
bail, police said.

Coupons only valid on non-sale items.  Sales tax applies to all items.  We reserve the right to limit quantities.

WE CARRY SPECIALTY WINES THAT HAVE A LIMITED AVAILABILITY

• Caymus
• Sonoma Cutrer
• Decoy

• Cakebread
• Duckhorm
• Cloudy Bay

• Chapellet
• Opus One
• Justin

• Stags Leap Wine Cellars
• Conundrum
• Silver Oak  • and many more . . .

COUPON COUPON

COUPON COUPON

COUPON COUPON

WE WILL MATCH ANY

COMPETITORS ADVERTISED PRICE

Cash Prices Only
Valid Dec. 15 thru Dec. 22

Sale Items Not Included
Cannot be combined with any other offer.
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Sale Items Not Included
Cannot be combined with any other offer.
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Valid Dec. 15 thru Dec. 22

Sale Items Not Included
Cannot be combined with any other offer.

Cash Prices Only
Valid Dec. 15 thru Dec. 22

Sale Items Not Included
Cannot be combined with any other offer.

Cash Prices Only
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5% OFF Any One
(1) Bottle of Wine

13% OFF Any
2 Bottles of Wine

Any Case

of Wine

25% OFF

$300 OFF Any 1.75

Liter Size Bottle of Liquor
$200 OFF Any 1.0

Liter Size Bottle of Liquor

$200 OFF Any Case

of Beer (bottles only)

$500 OFF Any Beer

Order over $100 (bottles only)

Johnny Walker Blue
$16499

  1.75 Liter

Santa Margarita
$1809

  750 ml

Pinot
Grigio 17% OFF

Any 9 Bottles

7% OFF
Any Three Bottles

Mix & Match O.K

DEEGAN

ROOFING
C O M P A N Y

908-322-6405

Tear-Offs • Re-Roofs
Repairs • Gutters

Free Estimates • Fully Insured

mapping,” which will “be specific
enough to guide teachers’ thinking
and instruction” and will also “be
subject to continual discussion, revi-
sion and improvement.”

She said the mapping will allow
teachers to look at where they want
to be at the end of the school year
and give them “benchmarks” to get
there.

She added that the idea is “to use
the book as a reference point and not
as a bible of the classroom.”

Mrs. Raes and Mr. Craver empha-
sized that with this revised approach,
“the teacher is now the guide on the
side, the facilitator that puts a ques-
tion, a seed in there and then we
discover things together.”

When asked whether the revised
program will affect the “day-to-day”
curriculum in the classroom, Mr.
Craver responded, “We’re not look-
ing to recreate what they’re doing.
We’re looking to enhance what they’re
doing.”

Speaking on the revised curricu-
lum, Board Vice-President MaryBeth
Schaumberg added “I’m excited about
it. It can work and it can work much
better.”

In other business, Dr. O’Malley
reported that Dowling Food Services,
which provides food for Mountainside
schools, is reporting about a $6,000
shortfall in comparison to last year.

Dr. O’Malley said Dowling will

ceived words of praise from his fel-
low councilmembers.

First Ward Councilman Peter
Echausse said he has “matured greatly
as a councilperson.” Mr.  Echausse sits
next to Mr.  Betancourt on the dais.

Councilman Goldman who, up until
Tuesday evening, held the longest
tenure of any acting councilperson,
acknowledged the split in philosophy
sometimes existed because of party
affiliations, but “as long as we didn’t
discuss national politics, we agreed
on everything and Raf (Betancourt)
always did what was best for the
town1 ahead of everything else.”

Councilman Betancourt, in many
capacities, has served the town for more
than 15 years and called the council
chambers a home for that time. He said
the room is “like my drawing room.”
He offered words of advice to the coun-
cil and advised the council and public
to “serve, but don’t clog the system.
There are a lot of people eager to serve.
Treat each other with civility because
the community takes note of it.”

Councilman Goldman, who will

The 2005 WF Police
Department Awards

WESTFIELD – The individuals listed
below have been selected by the joint
department and P.B.A. Awards Commit-
tee to be recipients of the departmental
awards for the year November 1, 2004 to
October 31, 2005.

Life Saving:

Officer Vincent Hatala
Officer Frank Padovano
Officer Frank Ricci
Officer Jason Rodger

Medal of Merit:

Officer James Stivale
Officer Frank Padovano,

Command Citation:

Detective Joseph Costanzo
Officer James Stivale
Officer Marcin Kapka
Officer Jason Rodger
Officer Frank Padovano
Officer James Stivale
Officer Frank Padovano
Officer James Stivale
Detective Barron Chambliss
Det. Joseph Costanzo
Officer Robert Beaton
Officer Marcin Kapka
Officer Frank Padovano
Officer Nicole Tango
Officer Robert Bartkus
Officer Leonard Lugo
Officer Harold Caulfield

Certificate of Merit:

Det. Joseph Costanzo
Det. Barron Chambliss
Officer Preston Freeman
Officer Leonard Lugo
Disp. Jeffrey Johnson
Officer Frank Schmitz
Officer Robert Weiss
Officer Gary Moore
Officer Frank Ricci
Officer Greg Kasko

bottom of their hemlocks on the Pros-
pect Street side of their property.

The growth of the town trees has
blocked the sun, and they said they
have lost the privacy their hemlocks
once afforded. Officials noted that
the town only permits four-foot
fences. On this, the board remained
firm and the Gates, in spite of letters
of support from their neighbors, with-
drew their application.

Elvira Ardrey of 238 Canterbury
Road was met with some opposition
from her neighbor whose house is to
the right of Ms Ardrey. A fifth bed-
room has been designed over the
Ardrey garage, and the neighbor ob-
jected to her closet window looking
into Ms. Arbrey’s window. When it
was suggested that the window be
relocated, the neighbor responded she
didn’t want to look at siding.

The neighbor was reminded of how
the board had ruled when it was her
turn for a variance last summer. It was
requested the bedroom be pulled back
above the garage, and the variance
was granted.

provide the district with data in Janu-
ary to outline where the loss is com-
ing from.

He added that Dowling has done a
student survey about the food and
intend to do a teacher and parent
survey as well to incorporate into the
data report.

“They give a quality product to
our students,” he said, emphasizing
that the district is 100 percent com-
pliant with nutritional guidelines. He
did stress that the district is not will-
ing to put profit before the students’
health.

The board also approved, among
others, a motion for “the
Mountainside Town Council to apply
for site plan approval” of the council
“lighting project for Deerfield senior
softball and soccer fields, with base-
ball field alternative.”

Some personnel matters were also
approved, including the “appointment
of Bert Arifaj as accountant for the
Mountainside Board of Education,”
effective through June 30, 2006.  The
indicated salary is $50,000. Board
member  Patricia Knodel did not vote
in favor of the appointment based on
the salary.

In other business, the board con-
ducted a first reading on ordinances
pertaining to travel  reimbursement
and use of school facilities.

On other matters, Cathy Jakositz,
mother of two Beechwood School
students, voiced her concern that
students who need help with this
year’s new math curriculum do not
know whom to ask. Mr. Craver indi-
cated that any parents who have
concerns or questions should con-
tact him. Mr. Craver said that he has
received only one phone call so far
from a parent regarding the new
curriculum.

depart after serving nine years on the
dais, received words of praise from a
former colleague and Mayor Greg
McDermott. Mayor Skibitsky read
his predecessor’s letter, which spoke
of Councilman Goldman’s “quiet
sense of dignity. Larry is a throwback
politician.” Similarly, First Ward
Councilman Sal Caruana described
the councilman as “the moral com-
pass of the council” and felt “his
shoes were very large to fill.”

Councilman Goldman, while ap-
preciative of the praise showered on
him, spoke also of his regrets as a
councilman. He said while it may
seem surprising, the last two years
being the sole member of the other
party has been easier than some of the
preceding years.

“In retrospect, those early meet-
ings must have made great theatre.
They were absolutely better than any-
thing on television at the time,” Coun-
cilman Goldman said.

“In retrospect, the members of
council were probably acting child-
ish in many respects. People weren’t
positioning themselves on what was
the right thing to do, but the party.
Those were the years that we did
things up here that were probably
stupid, instead of what was best for
the town,” he added.

The town’s organization meeting
will take place on Tuesday, January 3
at 7 p.m. in the council chambers.

Leuthold Files Contest,
Requests New Election

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD –Formally filing an
election contest last Thursday,
Westfield councilman candidate Re-
publican Eric Leuthold determined
that discrepancies with regard to the
residency status of three fourth-ward
voters existed.

Because of the alleged inconsis-
tency, Mr. Leuthold has asked that
officials “revoke the election certifi-
cation” for the open fourth-ward
council seat. In addition, Mr.
Leuthold, according to legal docu-
mentation, asked the county and the
municipal clerk to refrain from ad-
ministering the oath of office to
Democratic fourth-ward council-
man-elect Tom Bigosinski and re-
quested that the court declare pur-
ported illegal votes rendered ineli-
gible.

Ultimately, Mr. Leuthold called
for a new election “to be held within
a reasonable time and upon reason-
able notice.”

State Superior Court Judge
Katherine R. Dupuis will hear the
case on Friday, December 23 at 9
a.m. in Elizabeth. County Clerk
Joanne Rajoppi and deputy adminis-
trators of the board of elections Den-
nis Kobitz and Michael Moussallem
will respond to an order to show
cause and determine why judgment
should not be entered revoking the
election certificate and ordering a
new election.

For the duration of the fourth-
ward contest, current Fourth Ward
Councilman Jim Foerst will no
longer represent Mr. Leuthold. On
December 7, Mr. Foerst withdrew,
and Anthony Prieto will supersede
as trial counsel in the Leuthold mat-
ter.

On Monday, November 28, county
elections officials re-certified Mr.
Bigosinski the winner by one vote
over Mr. Leuthold –1,469 to 1,468 –
in the race following a recount of all
five voting booths, absentee and pro-
visional ballots.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Cell Tower

Asw. Stender to
Challenge Ferguson

SCOTCH PLAINS – Assembly-
woman Linda Stender (D) of
Fanwood, State Legislative District
22, Tuesday night announced her can-
didacy to unseat Rep. Michael

Ferguson (R, New Providence) for
the Seventh U.S. Congressional Dis-
trict.

Mrs. Stender, who has served in the
General Assembly since 2002, is vice
chairwoman of the Tourism and Gam-
ing Committee and serves on the
Transportation Committee. She was
first elected in 2001 and was re-elected
in 2003 and again in November of
2005.

The legislator served on the Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders
for eight years. She was chairwoman
in 1997. Assemblywoman Stender
was mayor of Fanwood from 1992-
1995. She had previously served as a
borough councilwoman from 1988-
1990.

Linda Stender
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