
A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, December 8, 2005 Page 11

BOZO THE CLOWNS…The sixth annual Bozo Bowl was recently played by
Washington School alumni (who are currently sophomores) and friends on
Thanksgiving morning. An MVP player is awarded the game ball each year.

Bennett Selected As
Century Scholar

WESTFIELD – Alison Bennett of
Westfield, a student in the School of
Communication at Northwestern
University, was selected as a Com-
munication Century Scholar.

The Communication Century pro-
gram was created to recognize indi-
vidual students for their academic ex-
cellence and contributions to classroom
learning. It is designed to provide the
most highly qualified students with
special opportunities to connect with
faculty, conduct independent research
and/or creative activity, and be mentored
for special scholarship and fellowship
competitions.

Students are nominated by the School
of Communication faculty and adminis-
trators and selected for the program
based on a record of exceptional schol-
arship, contributions to the arts, and
leadership in the School and University.

Alison, a 2003 graduate of
Westfield High School, is the daugh-
ter of John and Faith Bennett.

Eric Shea Awarded
Doctorate in Ireland
SCOTCH PLAINS –Eric Shea, a

Scotch Plains resident, was awarded
his doctorate in political science from
Trinity College in Dublin, Ireland
this past week.

Dr. Shea’s dissertation was on Eu-
ropean Merger Policy, and, at age 29,
he is one of the youngest recipients of
a doctoral degree in that department.
Dr. Shea is the son of Denise and Eric
Shea and a graduate of St. Joseph’s
High School in Metuchen and
Lynchburg College in Virginia.

THE CANCAN…Brownie Troop 146 from Evergreen School in Scotch Plains
collected canned foods for the Kids Care program sponsored by the school. All the
food will be distributed to local families for Thanksgiving and the children earn
a badge for helping others.

Local Residents Make
Pingry’s Honor Roll

AREA – The Pingry School has
announced the names of students who
were recently appointed to the Middle
School’s first quarter honor roll, for
the period beginning in September
and ending November 14. The honor
roll recognizes students for achiev-
ing a B+ average or better with no
individual grade lower than a B-.

Westfield students Helen Daifotis,
grade 7, Kasra Manoocheri, grade 7,
Jason Reitman, grade 7, Taylor
Shepard, grade 7, Alexander Daifotis,
grade 8, Aaron Davis, grade 8, Samuel
Fisher, grade 8, Meghan Hager, grade
8 and Paul Zoidis, grade 8, were hon-
ored.

Maxwell Ingrassia, grade 7, from
Mountainside, was also appointed to
the honor roll.

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer
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Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

Puglisi Insurance Agency
1831 East Second Street, Scotch Plains

908-322-5150

“We Service Our Clients.”
Our 67th Year

A Family Institution Providing

Multiple Lines Of Insurance.

Specializing in:

• Attorneys • Physicians Offices

• Commercial • Home Owners • Workers Compensation

www.puglisi-insurance.com

THE KIDS HAVE FUN WHILE YOU SHOP!

No more whining, no more shopping trips cut short. Enjoy
hassle-free time to get all your holiday shopping out of the

way. Drop the kids off at Little Scoops for a morning or
evening of holiday activities.

Wed Dec. 14 - 9am - 12pm
Thurs Dec 15 - 6pm - 9 pm
Tues Dec 20 - 9am - 12pm

Bagels, Muffins, Juice, Holiday Activities and Games.
Make Your Own Ice Cream Sundaes!

(Pizza will be served at the evening event)

SPACE IS LIMITED!
$25 per child, $20 p/c for 2, $18 per child for families of 3 or more.

908-497-7090

OWEN BRAND

Residential - Construction
Commercial - Bridge Loans

Local: (908) 789-2730
Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 26

Your Home-Town
MORTGAGE BANKER

ISB MORTGAGE CO., LLC

Licensed Mortgage Bankers - NJ Dept. of Banking
Equal Housing Lender

obrand@isbmortgageco.com

Wesley Hall Nursery School
1 East Broad St., Westfield

Morning & Afternoon Sessions for Ages 21/2 to 4+.
Team Teaching by Experienced Teachers.
Spacious Indoor & Outdoor Play Areas.
Lunch & Enrichment Classes Available.

We are entering our 54th year of providing
quality programming for the pre-school child!

(908) 233 - 9570

Call Mon. - Fri. Between
9 - 2 to Schedule a Tour

of  our Facility.

Open Registration
Begins Jan. 30th, 2006.

By Dr. Margaret Dolan
Assistant Superintendent of Curriculum and Instruction

No Child Left Behind is the federal
legislation that provides both fund-
ing and regulations for education in
the United States. Although No Child
Left Behind contributes 1 percent of
the budget for the Westfield Pubic
Schools, our nine schools must com-
ply with all of the requirements of
this 11,000-page legislation. The test-
ing regulations under this legislation
have changed the picture of student
testing in every public school district
in the country.

While Westfield has surpassed all
of the testing requirements, the pub-
lic deserves a more complete expla-
nation of what the published tests
scores represent.

For one, students now spend more
time being tested. Fourth graders, for
example, spend five full mornings
completing tests in reading, writing,
mathematics and science. Students in
grades 3, 4, 8 and 11 not only com-
plete multiple-choice questions, they
also write full essays and paragraph
answers to “open-ended questions.”

For all of this additional time spent
in testing, student results can no longer
be compared from state to state. Un-
der No Child Left Behind, each state
develops its own set of standards for
what every child should know in ev-
ery subject for every grade. Each state
then develops (or pays to have devel-
oped) a test to measure achievement
of these standards. Parents receive
test results indicating whether a stu-
dent is “proficient” (has met state
standards), partially proficient or ad-
vanced proficient.

When New Jersey was setting the
proficiency levels for the mandated
state tests, it convened separate groups
of teachers to review field test results
for each subject area and grade level.
I am sure that the individuals in-
volved in this process took their re-
sponsibility seriously, but the profi-
ciency levels are not consistent. Year
after year, across the state, the 8th
grade math test has the lowest percent
of students reaching proficiency.

For 2005, only 62 percent of 8th
grade students in the state reached
New Jersey’s proficiency level in
math. For math in grades 3, 4 and 11,
as well as for language arts in grades
4, 8 and 11, the statewide passing
rates ranged from 72 to 83 percent.

The No Child Left Behind legisla-
tion takes accountability a step fur-
ther. Not only does every public school
have to reach the passing rate specific
to each grade and each subject, but
subgroups in every school have to
reach these passing percentages as
well. The subgroups include five ra-
cial categories, students who are still
learning English, students who qualify
for free or reduced lunch because of
household income and students re-
ceiving special education services.

Let’s take an example that does not
apply to Westfield. Communities that
have migrant workers have to isolate
the scores of the children of migrant
workers. If this subgroup does not
have a passing rate that meets the
requirement for that subject, for that
grade, in that state, the school has
failed.

In addition, No Child Left Behind

What’s Behind The
Testing Numbers?

keeps raising the bar for each public
school and each subgroup in each
school. By 2014, 100 percent of all
public school students must reach the
proficiency level for each subject for
each grade. As a teacher, principal
and assistant superintendent for 28
years, I awaken each morning believ-
ing that I can have a positive impact
on every child for whom I am respon-
sible. Under the existing regulations,
however, I am supposed to believe a
student with significant cognitive dis-
abilities will be able to pass a test
requiring an 8th grade reading level
and that all students who are learning
English as a second language will be
able to write a persuasive essay in a
testing situation.

I have described the current regula-
tions in place in New Jersey under No
Child Left Behind. The Acting Com-
missioner of Education for New Jer-
sey has announced that she would
like to revamp the entire state-testing
program. The federal department of
education has recently given permis-
sion for 10 states to pilot another
system of accountability - but that’s a
topic for another column.

Please send follow-up questions to
edu@goleader.com.

I Love the Zeroes?
By VINCE FITZPATRICK

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

When VH1’s “Big In ‘05 Awards”
aired this weekend, something seemed
very familiar every time nominees were
announced. B-list comedians sat in front
of colorful backgrounds, joked on ce-
lebrities, movies and TV shows and
commented on any event or trend as if
they had been doing the exact same
thing for months. The reason, of course,
was they had. Anyone who watched
enough cable TV in 2005 has seen the
newest breed of clip show/countdown/
pop culture bonanza that has domi-
nated channels like VH1, MTV, and E!

There was one show, however, that
gave us more to talk about and laugh
at than anything this year: “I Love the
80s”, and its two spin-offs, “Part
Deux” and “3D.” These shows poked
fun at nearly everything that hap-
pened during the decade of 1980-
1989, from hair metal to multi-col-
ored leg warmers to George Bush Sr.
After seeing its huge popularity, VH1
was quick to throw together a 1970s
and 1990s version of the show, giving
us even more reasons to laugh and ask
our parents, “Did that really hap-
pen?” But now that every decade of
the past 30 years has been covered,
there is one question left — What will
we say about this decade?

Now that we’re halfway through
the first decade of the new millennia,
we’ve seen a lot of strange things.
Many youths of today envy the free-
dom and experimentation of the 1970s
and laugh at the colorful cheesiness
of the 1980s. We’re even starting to
miss the 1990s, with its pop and rap
explosions and its presidential scan-
dals that don’t involve a war or a
hurricane.

What events and characteristics of
the decade we live in now will people
remember in the future? What will
they laugh at? What will they still
have? Most of all, what will they
name it?

Some of the pop culture phenom-
ena of the past five years are obvious
choices for the clip shows of tomor-
row. Reality TV and video games
movies will show the obsession with
drama and short attention span of our
generation, and celebrities like Paris
Hilton, Johnny Depp, Jessica
Simpson, and Simon Cowell will be
easily recognized references for years.
Events like the 2000 election, 9/11,

the War in Iraq, and Hurricane Katrina
will help define the decade, and will
impact the elections and political
movements of years to come.

Our fascination with poker and
Ocean County may seem bizarre, but
some of our blockbuster movies and
screwball comedies could stay as
timeless as the Star Wars trilogy or
Animal House. Even our love of re-
makes, covers, adaptations, sequels
and 1980s-themed TV shows could
tell future generations about our cre-
ativity and love of familiarity.

On the other hand, the overall opin-
ions of future individuals are hard to
predict. Will our music be remembered
as revolutionary or a joke? Will the
impact of Halliburton give the zeroes a
greedy reputation, or will the generos-
ity of the people of our nation during
the aftermath of the tsunami and Katrina
be more substantial? What will future
generations think of the way we dressed,
and the way we talked? And, of course,
what will the history books say about
our president? Only time will tell.

Finally, we have to ask ourselves
what we will call this yet-to-be-named
decade. “The Zeros” seems to be the
working title, but it sounds very nega-
tive. In the first half of the 20th century,
the 1900-1909 decade was called “the
naughts.” Some other ideas are “the
double-oh’s” and “the Y2Ks,” but none
seem to work very well. The worst
scenario would be no name at all, which
would make it very hard for our genera-
tion to have any kind of identity. With
five years left to go, there’s no telling
how the decade could turn out.

At least we have “I Love the 00s” to
look forward to.

Vincent Fitzpatrick is a sophomore
at Westfield High School.
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