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Church Welcomes Organist,
Plans December 18 Service

Joseph Hill

Presbyterian Church Choirs
Plan Christmas Processional
WESTFIELD – On Sunday, De-

cember 11, at 7:30 p.m., the Chancel
Choir and the Chancel Bell Choir of
The Presbyterian Church in Westfield,
directed by William Clisham and ac-
companied by organ and strings, will
present a candlelight processional for
Christmas.

The Chancel Bell Choir will set the
mood with “Divinum Mysterium” by
Fred Gramann, and will enter singing
the plainsong chant “Of the Father’s
Love Begotten.”

The highlight of the evening will
be the Christmas Cantata, “Run Ye
Shepherds to the Light” by Michael
Hayden, featuring an organ and string
trio. Maureen Scanlan will perform

the cantata’s soprano solo.
Other short anthems will include

“The Dance of Gifts” by Lloyd
Pfautsch and “O Magnum
Mysterium” by Morten Lauridsen.
Additionally, the Bell Choir will per-
form several compositions for the
season, including “The Wexford
Carol” by H. Dean Wagner and “On
Christmas Day in the Morning,” also
by Fred Gramann.

The congregation will be encour-
aged to join in the singing of several
traditional Christmas carols. “Le
Sommeille de l’Enfant, Jesus” by
Henri Busser will be the closing se-
lection.

A free will offering will be col-
lected during the program. The pub-
lic is invited to attend. The Presbyte-
rian Church in Westfield is located at
140 Mountain Avenue.

Appreciating Differences
Boosts Interfaith Harmony

By RABBI DOUGLAS SAGAL

It is not a common occurrence that
the holidays of Christmas and
Chanukah coincide so exactly. How-
ever, this year, the first night of
Chanukah is Christmas Day, Decem-
ber 25.

This has already given rise to in-
creased announcements in the me-
dia of the upcoming “Christmas-
Chanukah” season, as if we are all
celebrating one vast, undifferenti-
ated festival.

I believe that there are some very
positive things that come from the
congruence of Christmas and
Chanukah. There is a heightened
sense of generosity and kindness
among all people. Friends and neigh-
bors greet one another with genuine
caring and joy as the winter holidays
approach. Both festivals involve
light, and the shining brightness
streaming from Jewish and Chris-
tian homes illuminate our streets,
and our hearts.

However, the fact is that Christ-
mas and Chanukah are vastly differ-
ent holidays, with significantly dif-
ferent theological roots.

Christmas marks the birth of the
Savior, the source of salvation for

humanity. The “tidings of comfort
and joy” sung of in the popular carol
is the good news of Christ and His
birth. In the religious view of Chris-
tians, the birth of Jesus Christ trans-
formed the world.

Chanukah is a holiday commemo-
rating the victory of the Jewish
Macabbees over the Syrian Greeks
approximately 2,100 years ago. It is
a festival celebrating religious free-
dom. While certain similar themes
can be inferred from both religious
holidays, they are in the end quite
different.

I have always believed that the
real test of interfaith harmony is not
that we can emphasize what makes
us the same, but rather that we can
appreciate and celebrate our differ-
ences. The real test of interfaith un-
derstanding is our ability to appreci-
ate and respect our differing paths to
spiritual truth.

A few weeks ago, I invited my
friend Father Joseph Masiello of Holy
Trinity to speak to my high-school
students about the Catholic religious
faith. Father Masiello is a gifted
teacher, and he captivated the stu-
dents with his sincerity and humble
proclamation of his deep faith.

My students have a very different
understanding of religious belief and
practice than Father Masiello, but to
a person they were deeply moved by
his presentation and asked to have
him return for more discussion.

Most people I know have a deep
appreciation for sincerely held reli-
gious beliefs, even if they differ from
their own. I hope that as this year
ends and a new year begins, we can
demonstrate our willingness to ad-
mire and celebrate the religious di-
versity in our fine community and
wonderful country. May this be a
happy and joyous time for all.

* * * * * * *
Rabbi Sagal is Senior Rabbi at

Temple Emanu-El, located at 756
East Broad Street in Westfield.

All Saints’ Announces
Holiday Organ Recital
SCOTCH PLAINS – The All

Saints’ Episcopal Church in Scotch
Plains will host a special holiday or-
gan recital by church organist/Choir-
master Michael Spassov on Sunday,
December 11, at 4 p.m.

Mr. Spassov’s program will include
Advent Chorales by Bach and “Noel
Suisse” by Daquin. Additionally, he
will offer his own interpretations of
Christmas carols. A reception in the
parish’s Lea Hall will follow the re-
cital.

Mr. Spassov did his undergraduate
study at the Juilliard School in New
York City and also holds a master’s
degree from Juilliard, with a focus on
composition. He is in his fourth year
at All Saints’ Church.

Tickets for the recital are $15 for
adults and $5 for those ages 12 and
under. All Saints’ Church is located at
559 Park Avenue. For more informa-
tion or to reserve tickets, please call
(908) 322-8047.

All Saints’ Church To
Hold Christmas Services

SCOTCH PLAINS – The All
Saints’ Episcopal Church, located at
559 Park Avenue in Scotch Plains,
will celebrate the Feast of the Incar-
nation with three worship services.

A Family Service will be held at 5
p.m. on Christmas Eve, Saturday,
December 24. It will be a Service of
Lessons and Carols, with young
people reading Bible stories that tell
of the birth of Jesus and its signifi-
cance.

Interspersed with the readings will
be Christmas carols sung by the con-
gregation and the All Saints’ Youth
Choir, directed by organist/Choir-
master Michael Spassov. The ser-
vice will include celebration of Holy
Eucharist.

At 10:30 p.m. on Christmas Eve, a
Festival Eucharist will take place
that will feature both Christmas car-
ols and special vocal and instrumen-
tal musical selections from the All

Saints’ Choir and Mr. Spassov. The
Reverend Jane Rockman, Rector,
will preach.

On Christmas Day, Sunday, De-
cember 25, Holy Eucharist will be
celebrated at 10 a.m. Christmas car-
ols, organ music and a sermon by the
rector all will be part of the service.

For more information about the
services or All Saints’ Episcopal
Church, please call the church at
(908) 322-8047.

MOUNTAINSIDE – The Commu-
nity Presbyterian Church of
Mountainside has announced the ap-
pointment of Joseph Hill as organist/
Director of Music for the church, and
has also invited the public to attend
its Festival of Lessons and Carols
service on Sunday, December 18.

Mr. Hill, who is from Arkansas,
earned a Bachelor of Music degree
in Vocal Performance from Furman
University in Greenville, S.C. While
there, he participated in three choral
ensembles, serving as vice-president
and president of the Furman Sing-
ers; section leader of the Chamber
Choir and student director of the
Bell Tower Boys – the university’s
premiere men’s a cappella ensemble.
He also was organist/accompanist
for the Daniel Memorial Chapel on
the campus.

Mr. Hill is pursuing a master’s de-
gree at the Mason Gross School of the
Arts at Rutgers University, where he
is studying voice with tenor Frederick
Urrey.

The Festival of Lessons and Carols
service will take place at 4 p.m. at the
Community Presbyterian Church,

located at Deer Path and Meeting
House Lane. It will feature readings
of Holy Scripture passages as well as
music for Advent and Christmas.
There will be no admission charge.

Mr. Hill has invited anyone inter-
ested in joining the church’s Bell
Choir or Chancel Choir to come to
rehearsals on Thursdays at the
church. The Bell Choir rehearses at
7 p.m., while the Chancel Choir re-
hearses at 8:15 p.m.

BROWNIES AND PIES…Brownie Troop No. 547 from School One Elementary
in Scotch Plains recently baked pies and collected canned goods for local families
for distribution through Heart for Humanity. Pictured, from left to right, are:
Caroline Drubulis, Kaitlyn Mullany, Keara Farley and Kiera DeProspero.

Willow Grove Church Plans
Holiday Lunch and Program

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Willow
Grove Presbyterian Church’s 12’O
Clock Club (for senior citizens) and its
Women’s Association will co-sponsor
a luncheon and Christmas program at
noon on Tuesday, December 13.

The Willow Grove Pre-School will
present their Christmas Pageant, to
be followed by a holiday carol sing-
along. There also will be a  collec-
tion of new baby items for boarder
babies at Muhlenberg Regional
Medical Center. The cost of the lun-
cheon is $5.

Area residents are invited to take
part in the free Stretches for Health
exercise program held every Tuesday

from 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. at the church.
Individuals attending the December
13 session may stay for the luncheon
and program as well.

Anyone interested in attending the
luncheon is asked to make a reserva-
tion by Sunday, December 11. To
make a reservation or arrange for
transportation, please call Barbara
Couphos at (908) 322-7892.

The Willow Grove Church is lo-
cated at 1961 Raritan Road in Scotch
Plains. For more information, please
call the church office at (908) 232-
5678, e-mail wilgrv@netzero.com
or visit www.scotchplains.com/
wgpc.

Rosary Society Posts
Christmas Party

WESTFIELD – The Holy Rosary
Altar Society of Holy Trinity and
St. Helen’s Catholic Churches will
hold its annual Christmas party on
Thursday, December 15, at 12:30
p.m.

The party will take place at St.
Helen’s Parish Center on Rahway
Avenue in Westfield. There will be
Christmas carols and other entertain-
ment. Participants are asked to bring
a brown bag lunch; refreshments will
be provided. New members and
friends are welcome.

Fanwood Presbyterian
To Hold Blood Drive
FANWOOD – The Fanwood Pres-

byterian Church, located at the cor-
ner of Martine and LaGrande Av-
enues, will host a blood drive on
Saturday, December 10, from 8 a.m.
to 3 p.m. Walk-ins will be welcome.
Donors must be at least 17 years old
and bring photo identification.

Advanced. Innovative. Successful.

The Colon & Rectal Physicians 
at Muhlenberg Regional Medical Center

If you are concerned about colon and rectal problems, you want the best colo-rectal screening 
and treatment services possible. You want the most experienced doctors who can offer advanced, 

innovative and successful treatments. 

You will find them at Muhlenberg Regional Medical Center. 

Muhlenberg offers advanced minimally invasive surgery performed by a team of Board Certified 
colo-rectal surgeons and has just opened a brand new advanced laparoscopic suite.  This state-of-the-art

suite utilizes high definition equipment and a voice activated system allowing physicians and nurses
greater control over a surgical procedure.

Muhlenberg Regional Medical Center has one of the largest colo-rectal residency 
programs on the East Coast. It has the first and only fellowship program in New Jersey.

Nearly half of all colorectal surgeons in New Jersey have trained at Muhlenberg.

Unparalleled knowledge and experience

Our group of surgeons has almost 100 years of combined experience. They have written and published
more than 100 articles on colon and rectal disorders and have been significant contributors 

to medical textbooks on the subject.

For more information, or for a screening referral to one of Muhlenberg’s 
colo-rectal specialists, please call 888-577-4424.

First Baptist to Hold
Cookie Exchange

WESTFIELD – The First Baptist
Church of Westfield, located at 170
Elm Street, will hold its fourth annual
Cookie Exchange on Thursday, De-
cember 15, at 7 p.m. in the church
lounge.

Participants are asked to bring
three to four dozen cookies or small
desserts to share, plus a big empty
tin to be filled with treats as attend-
ees swap cookies, recipes and small
talk.

 For additional details on this holi-
day event, individuals may call the
church at (908) 233-2278 or email
firstbaptist.westfield@verizon.net.

‘Y’ Offers Activities
For Single Parents

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Area
“Y” will offer two single-parent
events this month, the first of which
will be a family swim for single and
divorced fathers and their children.

It will take place this Sunday, De-
cember 11, from 3:30 to 5 p.m. in the
Rooke Pool at the main “Y” facility at
220 Clark Street in Westfield.

This month’s single-parent-only
event will be held Thursday, Decem-
ber 15, at Starbucks on Central Av-
enue in Westfield. Attendees will meet
at 7:30 p.m.

Responses are required and may be
done by calling Jill Brown at (908)
233-2700, extension no. 415 or e-
mailing jill.brown1@comcast.net.

Helen Franks
Irish Collection of

Whimsical Etchings
Now on view

Put the “Merry” Back in Your 
Holiday Shopping! 

 

Holiday Event 

Satsang Yoga Studio 
307 South Avenue West 

Westfield, NJ 07090  
(908) 789-7203 

SatsangYogaStudio.com 

  

 
  

YOGA ACCESSORIES
Kushmats • Jade yogamats • Slainte • Bua • EO

Handcrafted Candles and Pottery • Unique Jewelry Designs

DESIGNER ACTIVE WEAR
Donna M. • Prana • Be Present • Hard Tail • Omgirl & More

Refreshments!  Prize Drawing!
Free Gift with Purchase over $100*

*Not to be combined with any other offer.

Join us for a Holiday Boutique Event and Find that
Perfect Gift for That Perfect Someone at

Saturday, December 10th   9am - 5pm


