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SIXTY CENTS

Indicted Developer Removed
From Fanwood Project
By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

FANWOOD — Fanwood Mayor
Colleen Mahr told The Westfield
Leader that the Fanwood Downtown
Redevelopment Project would not be
hindered or impacted by the recent
indictment of one of the development
partners for the former Dean Oil Site
on LaGrande Avenue. A five-count
indictment was handed down on November 30 by a Middlesex County
Grand Jury, charging Fanwood resident, Raj Mukherji, age 21, with stalking two women, burglary, contempt
of court and witness tampering, according to court documents.

The alleged crimes took place in
various locations throughout
Middlesex and Union Counties, including Fanwood, between November 2003 and October of 2005.
“The Fanwood Police are assisting
the Middlesex County Prosecutor’s
Office,” said Lt. Richard Trigo of the
Fanwood Police Department. A
search warrant was executed over the
summer for Mr. Mukerji’s apartment
in Fanwood, Lt. Trigo confirmed. The
charges allege that Mr. Mukherji pressured one of the women not testify
against him, violated a restraining
order and broke into a Fanwood residence.

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader

SANTA’S IN TOWN...Santa Claus wishes all the children Merry Christmas last
Sunday evening and joined in with the Westfield Community Band playing
holiday music. Mayor Andy Skibitsky helped Santa light the tree and take wishes
for presents from the children.

Resident Proposes Cacciola
Mod., Low-Income Housing
By GINA LEVINE-LEVY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — As a long-time
resident of Cacciola Place, Mary
Withers said she is concerned about
new construction in the neighborhood.
“Are homeowners going to be able
to stay there once these developments are put in place?” she asked,
referring to a recent proposal to
replace four existing units on
Cacciola with garden-style homes.
To act on her concern, Mrs. Withers is initiating a proposal to build
four moderate to low-income housing units behind 127 Cacciola Place,
the home of the Westfield Neighborhood Council.
Mrs. Withers, who is currently
the vice president of the council,
said she is doing the ground work
on the project before she brings her
proposal to the council’s board on
Tuesday, December 13.
“I’m not speaking as a board
member, but as an individual,” she
said. “All I’m doing is bringing them
the information and asking them to
act on it.”
She added, “I’m also asking the
community for support.”
Mrs. Withers said she searched
out an architect to draw up plans,
pro bono, for the project.
According to the plans, four single
housing units, and nine additional
parking spaces, would be constructed where the playground and
basketball court are currently located.
Mrs. Withers said she is speaking
to local contractors to get a handle
on how much the project would cost
before she presents her idea to the

Neighborhood Council board.
“I truly believe that it is possible
because it’s all around us,” said Mrs.
Withers. “If the Neighborhood
Council has a property, and the community is not building any housing
for the people that live there, then I
feel it’s our responsibility as members of the community to act accordingly.”
Mrs. Withers, who explained that
she was one of the council’s
founders 36 years ago, said the center was a place for her children to
see their friends while they were
growing up.
“I love our community. I love
what it has done for my children
and for children that have lived in
the Cacciola area,” she said.
She continued, “I think it’s important that people realize the
center’s life is very minimal right
now,” referring to the organization’s
ongoing financial struggle.
She said she hopes that the new
housing would also provide some
income for the council.
“You can’t run an organization
without money,” she said, explaining that the council relies on donations to keep it going. “By developing some type of liquid income, I
believe that we can be a stronger
organization.”
Mrs. Withers said she hopes the
plan, if accepted by the council and
the town, would “bring new life
into the community and keep the
diversity that Westfield desperately
needs.”
Mrs. Withers further noted, “I’m
hoping for a community that can be
economically, and spiritually and
racially diverse.

Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader

REAL LIFE SOLUTIONS...Second graders from Beechwood School in
Mountainside present their ideas to solve the erosion problem on their playground to the board of education. The playground erosion project introduced the
students to science, social studies and math, while helping them come up with a
cost effective solution to the problem.

A Fanwood resident, who does not
want to have his name published,
called The Leader to say that he witnessed law enforcement officers removing computers from Mr.
Mukherji’s apartment several months
ago, including officers wearing what
appeared to be FBI uniforms.
Assistant Middlesex County Prosecutor Manuel Samaro said he would
not comment on the case and did not
want to try the defendant in the press.
Neither the Prosecutor’s Office nor
the Fanwood Police Department
would confirm if the FBI was involved.
Mr. Mukherji told The Leader that
the indictment stemmed from an
elaborate retaliation scheme concocted by a former female acquaintance, whom he alleges has made
numerous false accusations.
“The prosecutor has cast doubt
before the grand jury on my reputation and past business connections,
which I am anxious to defend,” Mr.
Mukherji told The Leader. “I am certain that as information comes out, I
will be cleared of these charges,” he
added.
The Landmark Company has removed Mr. Mukherji as a development partner from the limited liability company, Mukherji-Landmark
LLC, reported Jeff Weinflash, project
manager and spokesperson for Landmark.
The decision, to remove Mr.
Mukherji from the LLC was made,
Mr. Weinflash said, in anticipation of
his being deployed as a reservist in
the Marine Corps.
“His removal had nothing to do
with the recent indictments against
him,” Mr. Weinflash, told The Leader.
The Mukherji-Landmark LLC is now
known as the Station Square,
Fanwood LLC, Mr. Weinflash said.
When asked whether the borough
screened Mr. Mukherji’s background
as a prerequisite to his being named
as a development partner with the
borough, the mayor told The Leader,
“Mr. Mukherji was regarded as a legitimate contract purchaser by Saver
Shares, the landowner, and as a legitimate development partner by Landmark.
“We were satisfied that he had a
valid legal contract and controlled
the property,” she said. “The borough, not being in the line of title to
the land, was not obligated to verify
Mr. Mukherji’s background or qualifications,” Mayor Mahr stated. “He
only played a minor role in bringing
together the land owner, the developer and the borough’s redevelopment agency,” she added.
Extensive background checks were
conducted on the principles for the
development plan, she added, and
Landmark will now assume full legal
and financial responsibility for developing the property.
Mr. Mukherji is named as a partner
along with Trenton attorney, former
gubernatorial candidate and former
Prosecutor of Morris County Michael
Murphy with Impact NJ, LLC. Impact NJ is described on its website at
ImpactNJ.com as as a full-service
government affairs firm with an emphasis on lobbying.
Mr. Murphy verified that Mr.
Mukherji was a legitimate business
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader

THE FIRST SNOW...The Westfield Christmas tree stands in magnificent beauty with lightly covered snow Sunday
morning, awaiting the ceremony that evening with Santa Claus and Mayor Skibitsky to turn on the lights for the children.

WF Mayor Says Illegal Background
Checks Reports Are ‘Unfounded’
By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — At Tuesday’s
council conference meeting, the
mayor and council addressed concerns of Westfield police officials
performing illegal background
checks, an e-mail from a council
member talking about “patrolling
places” frequented by advisory group
Westfielders Concerned About Responsible Development (We Care),
settling the Downtown Westfield
Corporation (DWC)/Westfield Area
Chamber of Commerce (WACC) lawsuit and renegotiating terms of Town
Engineer Ken Marsh’s new contract.
Mayor Andy Skibitsky, reading a prepared statement, addressed recent reports
“in the Westfield Leader and the Newark
Star Ledger that have called into question
the integrity and proper operation of the
Westfield Police Department.” Mayor
Skibitsky said that the allegations, which
suggest “high-ranking officials within the
police department misused their authority by performing improper background
checks on Westfield citizens” are “unfounded and untrue.”
Mayor Skibitsky went on to mention in his statement that New Jersey
State Police performed a periodic
audit “relating to the utilization of
computer capability to conduct background checks” but “found no impropriety or wrongdoing by any of the
Westfield Police Department’s
present or former officers.”
In closed session, mayor and council discussed the recruitment of a new
police chief, who will replace Bernard Tracy, who retired in September.
In a matter related to town officials
keeping tabs on residents, Fourth
Ward Councilman Jim Foerst apologized to the mayor and members of
the council for an e-mail that circulated last week. Unbeknownst to the
sender, the e-mail sent to administrative assistant Joan Thermann was
carbon copied to the town administrator and other officials, eventually
reaching the general public. The eCONTINUED ON PAGE 12

WF BOE Hears Audit,
Preliminary Budget
By MEGHAN GILL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The Board of
Education reviewed the 2004-2005
auditor’s report and presented a preliminary 2006-2007 budget Tuesday
night.
Bob Morrison, the district’s auditor, presented the board with a comprehensive report as well as a summary. He said, “We couldn’t be happier with the way the district is functioning, and we don’t get to say that
very often.” He reported that the ending fund balance or surplus for the
district was $5,311,138.
Mr. Morrison had no recommendations for the district, an indicator
that the district is doing well with
regard to financial reporting. “This is
indicative of the general excellence
of the school district,” Board member
and Finance Committee Chairman
Richard Solomon commented.
“We have gotten a clear audit, yet
again. Now we can focus on education,” added Board President Ann

Riegel.
Board Secretary Robert Berman
presented the 2006-2007 Budget. He
highlighted budget parameters, reviewed the net taxable valuation history from 2000 to the present, as well
as the balance appropriation history.
Mr. Berman indicated that the tax
base of assessed valuation from the
town would be complete by January
12, 2006.
Anticipated expenditures for the
2006-2007 budget cycle include the
increase in health insurance for district employees of a maximum of 15
percent, and an average increase in
salary of 4 percent. He explained that
the 15 percent increase in health care
insurance is low in comparison to
previous years, largely due to the new
“Point of Service” plan implemented
by the district through Oxford Health
Insurance Company.
Other potential expenditures include capital projects such as a portable classroom, a boiler replacement
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

mail responded to a We Care suggestion of a moratorium on teardowns,
which recently occurred in Chevy
Chase, Md.
The councilman’s response spoke
of a “moratorium on complaints in
general” and went on to create a fictional “multi-phase incremental plan
‘controlling residents attempts to
pontificate.’” Councilman Foerst
called for the limiting of (the group,
referred to as a derogatory acronym)
to meetings and said, “we will begin
patrolling the places where your group

congregates and are now counting
(the group) on a daily basis.”
Councilman Foerst defended his
piece as a “satirical response to a
constituent.” He said he has “apologized to the citizen who was directly
named in the e-mail, and he and I
have reached a mutual understanding
that this was all in good humor. I have
also personally apologized to the
mayor and Councilman (Mark)
Ciarrocca, who were directly named
in the satirical letter. My e-mail was
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader

THROUGH THE EYES OF CHILDREN...Moments before the tree is lit in
Westfield Sunday night, the crowd of children look on in wonderment and awe.

Ferraro Addition and Leader
Store Renovation Approved
By CARRIE HAYES
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Two applications
were presented to the Westfield Planning Board Tuesday night, both of
which were approved. Ferraro’s Restaurant on Elm Street received permission for a 108-square-foot addition to the back of their kitchen.
Almarc Associates received preliminary and final major site plan approval for renovation of the Leader
Store building on East Broad Street.
At the start of the meeting, Board
Vice Chairman Robert Newell read a
statement from Bard Chairman Jay
Boyle, who was unable to attend.
This would have been Mr. Boyle’s
last meeting as he is retiring from
public life at the end of this year. In
his statement, Mr. Boyle thanked the
residents of Westfield and Westfield
building department employees,
Town Administrator Jim Gildea and
Zoning Official Kathleen Neville for
their efforts.
Business from last month’s meeting was completed by memorializing
resolutions passed regarding PSE&G
substation improvements located at
1742 Rahway Avenue and site plan
approval for HSBC bank at One Elm
Street.
Jim Flynn, attorney for Palmiro
Ferraro, Inc., put forward Ferraro’s
request for the additional kitchen
space at the rear of their restaurant. A
variance was required for several preexisting conditions. There were no

objections to the request and neither
Chuck Murray, Ferraro’s representative, nor Robert Algarin, their architect, was required to testify. The board
granted permission unanimously.
Attorney Art Attanasio represented
Almarc Associates, Joseph Spector
and Marc Spector. The Spectors are
owners of the Leader Store building.
Permission was requested to make
substantial interior renovations to The
Leader Store and the apartments
above it. It was noted that the last
major renovation done to the building was in the 1980’s. Joe Spector
testified that the retail space’s configuration has been problematic for
many years.
Their architect, Gregory Talmont,
commented that he had worked for
the Spectors’ father in high school
and that one of the store’s advantages
for the teen employee, was that there
were plenty of places to hide and
waste time.
The Leader Store’s proposed site
plan includes opening up the interior
retail space and extensive renovations on the apartments upstairs. New
mechanical, plumbing, electrical systems and egress stairs will be installed. The apartments will become
handicapped accessible with the installation of an elevator. The
building’s setback will remain unchanged. However, the facade of the
building will undergo a major renovation. Joe Spector testified that the
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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POLICE BLOTTER

Westfield Council
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

simply the conduit to some comic
relief, which I feel is sometimes
needed when discussing serious matters.”
The councilman formally apologized, saying, “unfortunately, my attempt apparently failed and if this offended anyone, I apologize.” Councilman Foerst further stated his belief in
democratic principles of free speech
and open government “and certainly
has no intention of curbing anyone’s
rights to speak at meetings.”
During public session, when
prompted by Cynthia Faulk of Dudley
Avenue, the mayor acknowledged that
during his sit-down meeting with the
chairs of both the DWC and the WACC,
“the parties agreed to drop the lawsuits.” The mayor encouraged the entities to work together to “do what
they’re intended to do.” Responding to
Ms. Faulk’s accusation that the DWC’s
lawsuit was “merit-less,” First Ward
Councilman Sal Caruana said the issue was “under-reported. The DWC
was concerned with the quality of the
product (gift card) and didn’t want to
be mistaken (for the WACC) in the
marketplace.” He said the DWC didn’t
“want to be associated” with a product
that reached consumers “with defects.”
“It’s foolish to think anyone owns
the ‘W,’ but it’s not a petty issue. It was
only painted as a petty dispute,” he
added.
Liaison to the DWC and Fourth
Ward Councilman Larry Goldman categorized anti-DWC sentiment as
“some individual attack against the
DWC unfairly.” Councilman Goldman
said the DWC is “one of the success
stories in town” and said Westfield
owes the “great shape of the downtown” to the people who served and
volunteered for the DWC.
The councilman claimed it was “very
unfortunate that individuals who have
gripes with respect to certain things in
the history of the DWC have chosen to
use this incident as an opportunity to
strike out at some people who’ve given
a lot of time and done a lot of good for
the town.”
Tom Cuniff of Cranford Avenue said
that even so, the lawsuit “left a bad
taste in people’s mouths how they
(DWC) went about resolving the problem.”
In other business, Town Administrator Jim Gildea spoke about a resolution re-appointing Mr. Marsh as town
engineer. Mr. Marsh’s contract expired
last week, and because of the restructuring of the Department of Public
Works (DPW) in the division of construction and maintenance, the town is
looking to adapt the role of town engineer to meet the new structure of the
position.
“We talked about his role being
changed,” Mr. Gildea said. “Ken is
very willing to work with the town as
it restructures the department. I think
it will be very positive for the town.”
The agreement with the town engineer will be a statutory three-year appointment with “term agreements” on
role changes as they are necessary. All
duties and compensation will be negotiable every year, according to Mr.
Gildea. Next week, the town will draft
an agreement.
“I feel the best parts of my talents
are not being utilized,” Mr. Marsh
said, referring to new demands on
planning, zoning and storm water
management initiatives. “I think I need
to focus my attention on those.” Mr.
Marsh has served in his capacity since
1993.
In addition to town engineer, the
town will also appoint its town clerk.
Claire Gray has served in an acting
capacity since the “tragedy of Bernie
Heeney” last New Year’s, Mr. Gildea
noted. By law, the acting capacity lasts

until the person completes a municipal clerk’s course, which Ms. Gray has
passed. “I’m very happy to appoint
her,” Mr. Gildea said. Her statutory
three-year appointment will begin next
Tuesday.
The town council will approve four
demolitions and defer two others because of holdups with appeals or applications.
Third Ward Councilman and Chairman of the Public Safety, Transportation and Parking Committee, Mark
Ciarrocca, said his committee is establishing a timeline to move forward on
enacting changes to the eight hot-spot
traffic locations. He said one initiative
his committee investigated was improving traffic flow at Jefferson School.
One plan already enacted called for
changing the drop-off zones and making Landsdowne Avenue a one-way
street flowing from Summit Avenue to
Boulevard.
The committee will also proceed in
the same manner with McKinley and
Franklin schools. McKinley will begin in January, Franklin in February.
Sinclair Place and Highland Avenue,
an uncontrolled intersection currently,
will be made a stop intersection.
Councilman Ciarrocca said new tokens, in a test phase, work in pay
stations and meters; additionally, the
change-sorting machines at the Town
Bank of Westfield sort the coins. All
marketing and possible discount for
buying in bulk will be submitted to the
finance committee for analysis. Smart
cards, which also work in pay stations
and meters, are ready also.
Councilman Ciarrocca also announced future plans for 2006. Lot 8
will have environmental work done
and merge with lot 1, while lot 7
(Lennox Avenue) will be reconfigured.
“We will capture back the last block of
Lennox between Central and North
(Avenues).”
Also, the north-side train station lot
(lot 2) will be redesigned. Councilman
Ciarrocca assured the council that
funds are available. “I think if we’re
creative enough, we’ll be able to capture a significant number of spaces.
We will then work with the county and
state because the ingress and egress of
the lot will be changed, with one street
flowing onto Elm (Street), not three.”
Next week’s meeting will feature
police department awards, the swearing in of the town clerk and presentations to outgoing officials.

Leuthold to Challenge
Fourth Ward Election
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Leader
has learned that Republican Eric
Leuthold will contest the certification
of Democrat Tom Bigosinski as the
winner by one vote for an open fourth
ward seat on the town council. At press
time, the candidate had not filed, but
intended to file shortly. The contest
must occur by today’s deadline.
“Eric has confirmed that there were
certain residential discrepancies of
more than a handful of voters. He has
determined, because of the impropriety, it is appropriate to ensure the
integrity of the election process, and
he would be filing the necessary paperwork prior to the deadline to allow
a judge to determine the residency
qualifications of voters in question
and the integrity of the election process,” said Mr. Leuthold’s campaign.
On Monday, November 28 county
elections officials re-certified Mr.
Bigosinski the winner by one vote
over Eric Leuthold - 1,469 to 1,468 in
the race. County Clerk Joanne Rajoppi
conducted the recount at the voting
machine warehouse in Scotch Plains.

ORDER NOW!
For Christmas
& Hanukkah!
• USDA PRIME RIB ROAST

(1st Cut) Aged to perfection. No finer Prime Rib anywhere.

• FRESH TURKEYS

Eberly Farms - No additives. Also Geese, Capons & Ducks.

• PRIME FILET MIGNON

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader

The trolley that will shuttle downtown Westfield shoppers (pictured here in 2004)
is ready to run through the holiday season.

DWC Schedules Holiday
Events for Downtown WF
WESTFIELD - As part of the Welcome Home to Westfield holiday
events, the Downtown Westfield Corporation (DWC) is offering free trolley rides every weekend from noon to
3 pm. Riders are encouraged to park
for free at the South Avenue train
station and catch the trolley which
makes stops at Lord & Taylor, E.
Broad & Elm, Quimby Street, North
Avenue train station and back to South
Avenue train station.
The Best Western Westfield Inn
has provided overnight accommodations for the trolley driver.
According to Courtney Nemec,
events coordinator “The DWC is
happy to offer trolleys again this year,
and we are pleased to partner with the
Best Western Westfield Inn. We are

encouraging riders to bring two cans
of food to donate to the Knights of
Columbus Year-Round Food Drive,
but it is not necessary in order to ride
the trolley”.
In addition to the trolley rides, DWC
offers free gift wrapping at Liberty
Travel each Saturday from 11 a.m. to
3 p.m. and the downtown performances
by the Yuletide Carolers dressed in
Dickens attire, Escape Women’s Barbershop Quartet, The Watson Highlanders Bagpipe Band and NJ Workshop for the Arts Alp Horns.
For a complete listing of more than
50 Welcome Home to Westfield events
throughout town, contact the DWC at
(908) 789-9444, pick up a brochure at
downtown businesses or visit the
website www.WestfieldToday.com.

Indicted Developer Removed
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

associate in his lobbying firm.
Mr. Murphy said it is outrageous if
law enforcement is engaging in unfounded character assassination, as
Mr. Mukherji alleges. “They should
verify their facts and if proven wrong,
they owe Mr. Mukherji an apology,”
Mr. Murphy said.
Among Mr. Mukherji’s many
titles, published on several of his
websites, he claims to be: a CEO and
director of technology, marketing
consultant, political adviser and experienced adviser in government
contract procurement, a military defense intelligence specialist and linguist in the Marine Corps.
Mr. Murphy said he has known Mr.
Mukherji for seven years and said he
is an enormously accomplished and
remarkable young man. “He has many
accomplishments on record. He
doesn’t need to fabricate or embellish
any,” Mr. Murphy added.
Impact NJ lists approximately 20
client companies on its website but
handled only $3,000 in expenditures
for 2004, according to the State of
N.J.’s lobbyist expenditure’s site. The
Impact NJ website states that their
partners have a combined total of 50
years of experience, but it does not
indicate how many of those years are
credited to Mr. Mukherji.
The Marine Corps Reservist Unit,
3rd Battalion, 14th Marines in Philadelphia verified that Mr. Mukherji
was a Corporal in their battalion.
Thomas Edison College also verified
that Mr. Mukherji was a graduate of

Tom Bigosinski on the
Ward 4 Vote Challenge
“It’s unfortunate that the Westfield
Republicans are filing a lawsuit to
overturn the will of the fourth ward
voters. It sends a twisted message: if
you lose fair and square, don’t accept defeat graciously or try harder
next time, but, rather, file a lawsuit
whether or not a legitimate basis
exists.
“The Republican’s lawsuit has
nothing to do with the ‘integrity’ of
the process. Plain and simple, it’s
about winning, and wanting to win at
all costs regardless of the consequences. If the situation were reversed, I would not for one moment
consider burdening this town, the
voters, or my opponent with a lawsuit.”

their college with a degree in Liberal
Arts.
On the web site Wiredvisions.com,
among Mr. Mukherji’s numerous
business associations, he listed realtor
Paul Di Francesco as a “partner” in
Murkerji Holdings, LLC. Local attorney Andrew Baron is listed as
Murkerji Holding’s “general counsel.” Former Westfield Mayor and
attorney Tom Jardim is listed as being
“general counsel” to Mukherji Properties, LLC.
In separate interviews with The
Leader, both Mr. DiFrancesco and
Mr. Baron denied having those exact
business relationships with Mr.
Mukherji. Mr. DiFrancesco stated, “I
am not and have never been a ‘partner’ with Mr. Mukherji.”
Mr. Baron stated, “I am not general
counsel for Mukherji Holdings.” Neither Mr. DiFrancesco nor Mr. Baron
would comment further on their business relationship with Mr. Mukherji.
Mr. Jardim could not be reached for
comment.
In legal documents obtained by The
Leader, a real estate transaction indicated that Mr. Di Francesco was the
real estate agent of record who
handled the sale of a piece of property
for Mr. Mukherji and that Mr. Baron
was the attorney who handled a property sale for him.
Attorney Michael Okechuku verified that he is the general counsel for
Wiredvisions Corporation operated
by Mr. Muhkerhi.
Rene Regencia, director of operations for Lucid Disposal Services,
LLC of Westfield, verified that Mr.
Mukherji was in fact a partner in his
company as “director of government
affairs,” acting as his liaison with
government regulatory boards.
“There is no doubt in my mind that I
will be cleared of the absurd and overreaching charges in last week’s indictment. There is overwhelming evidence
in my favor,” Mr. Mukherji stated.
Amy Criscuolo, Esq. of
Mandelbaum & Salsburg, confirmed
that they are the law firm representing Mr. Mukherji in the above indictments. However, Ms. Criscuolo said
that they had no comment on the
matter.
Mr. Mukherji said that being in
politics lends itself to making enemies, but that he will not allow his
enemies to stop him from pursuing a
successful career in politics.
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• SMOKED HAMS
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(Spiral cut 1% salt, no fat; Guaranteed the best ham
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Custom Cuts &
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When you buy
PRIME,
ask to see the
PRIME Stamp
Our 66th Year

389 Park Avenue • Scotch Plains • (908) 322-7126

www.johnsmarket.com

Yes, You Can . . .
bring wine from your private selection and we will
waive the corkage fee every Tuesday.

Yes, You Can . . .
enjoy a great dining experience in a Colonial building with
its original fireplaces from 1737, with our new American fare
menu created by chef-owner Eric Hambrecht.
Check out our new affordable prices!

Yes, You Can . . .
enjoy our great menu at the place of your choice
(off-premises catering).
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908 322 4224
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908 322 4224

Westfield
Monday, November 28, Kalief
McCauley, 29, of Plainfield, was arrested
during a motor vehicle stop at South Avenue and Crossway Place for an outstanding warrant out of Plainfield. He was
released after posting bail.
John Alyegbo, 59, of Hillside was arrested during a motor vehicle stop at
Central Avenue and Virginia Street for an
outstanding warrant out of Westfield. He
was released after posting bail.
Thursday, December 1, Shanzi Li, 42,
of Flushing, NY; Keum H. Park, 40, of
Cliffside Park, were arrested and charged
with engaging in prostitution. Keum S.
Park, 40, of Cliffside Park was arrested
and charged with promoting prostitution.
Police said the arrest occurred at 348
South Avenue, East. Bail was set at $750
for Li and Keum H. Park and $1,500 for
Keum S. Park, police said. All three
were released after posting bail pending a court appearance on Wednesday,
December 7 after press time.
Jose Miranda, 20, of Elizabeth was
arrested at the Clark Police Department
on outstanding warrants of $350 out of
Westfield, $350 out on Monmouth Junction, and $280 out of Elizabeth. Miranda
was transferred to the Union County jail
in Elizabeth where he was being held on
bail.
Friday, December 2, Carlos VasquezDeleon, 37, of Plainfield, was arrested
and charged with driving while intoxicated at South Avenue and Drake Place.
Police said Vasquez-Deleon was arrested
after refusing a breathalyzer test. He was
released to a responsible adult.
Anthony Coles, 28, of Plainfield, was
arrested at the Plainfield Police Department on an outstanding $250 warrant out
of Westfield. He was being held on bail.
Berangere J. Pierrelousis, 35, of Jersey
City, was arrested on North Avenue for
exhibiting a simulated insurance card to a
police officer. He was released pending a
court hearing on December 7.
Mark Collins, 20, of Jersey City was
arrested at South Avenue and Sussex
Street on a warrant out of Bayonne.
Saturday, December 3, a Glen Avenue
resident reported that someone broke into
their 1991 Lexus and stole a purse containing $40 in cash, a $50 gift card, a New
Jersey’s driver’s license, credit cards and
personal papers. In addition, two electronic games and memory cards were
reportedly removed from the trunk.
Sunday, December 4, a Stanmore Place
resident reported that her 1999 Mercury
Villager was burglarized. The victim reported that $200 in electronic items was
stolen.
Scotch Plains
Monday, November 28, a student at the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School reported being the victim of criminal mischief. The student stated that while attending class unknown persons scratched
her vehicle’s side door causing several
hundred dollars in damage.
Thursday, December 1, a resident of
Ravenswood Lane reported being the victim of theft. The resident stated that unknown persons removed items from her
vehicle. There was no sign of forced entry
into the vehicle.
Friday, December 2, a patron of a Park
Avenue restaurant reported being the victim
of theft. The victim stated that while attending
a party her wallet was stolen from her purse.
The wallet contained money and credit cards.

Saturday, December 3, John E.
Johnson, 18, of Plainfield was arrested
and charged with receiving stolen property and possession of a weapon following a motor vehicle stop. According to
police, Johnson was stopped for failure to
display license plates.
Police said a further investigation revealed that the vehicle had a stolen temporary tag. Johnson was also found to be
in possession of a silver-bladed knife. He
was held on $1,500 bail.
Fanwood
Wednesday, November 29, a Midway
Avenue resident reported the theft of a
bike from her garage. The bike was valued at $300.
Thursday, November 30, Edward
Lenkiewicz, 55, of Rahway was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop for fictitious plates revealed outstanding warrants. Lenkiewicz was also charged with
displaying fictitious plates.
Thursday, November 30, a Terrill Road
resident reported the theft of a motor
vehicle that was parked in the rear of the
residence. The vehicle was valued at
$3,200.
Thursday, November 30, Adam
Niecikowski, 30, of Manville was arrested following a motor vehicle stop,
which revealed outstanding warrants.
Thursday, November 30, a South Avenue business owner reported the theft of
a snow plow from the rear of the business.
Stolen along with the plow was a plow
pump and a light assembly kit. The value
of the plow is $3,500. There are no suspects at this time.
Friday, December 2, Fredrick Knecht,
Jr., 64, of Scotch Plains was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop for outstanding warrants.
Sunday, December 4, Anthony Reed,
36, of Fanwood was arrested and charged
with driving while intoxicated. Police
said Reed was found asleep in his parked
car on LaGrande Avenue at 12:50 a.m.
with the motor turned off, but with the
keys still in the ignition.
Monday, December 5, a juvenile was
arrested for possession of stolen plates
following a motor vehicle stop for unclear plates.
Mountainside
Thursday, December 1, Walter H.
Singleton, 49, of Newark was picked up
at the Essex County jail on outstanding
warrants in the amount of $495.
Thursday, December 1, Marlon D.
Peek, 29, of Plainfield was arrested following a random motor vehicle stop,
which revealed an active warrant from
Georgia. Peek was also charged with driving with a suspended license and driving
with an open container of alcohol. Georgia refused extradition.
Friday, December 2, Giomar A.
Martinez, 26, of Elizabeth was arrested
on Route 22 following a motor vehicle
stop for a loud muffler. Martinez was also
arrested for driving with a suspended
license and possession of under 50 grams
of marijuana.
Sunday, December 4, Joseph K. Beford,
21, of Newark was arrested on Route 22
following a motor vehicle stop, which
revealed outstanding warrants. Beford was
also charged with possession of less than
50 grams of marijuana.
Sunday, December 4, Martyn R. Freeman, 21, of Plainsboro was arrested following a motor vehicle stop on Route 22,
which revealed outstanding warrants.

WF Planning Board
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

desired effect would be to return it to
its original architectural intent.
Joe Spector has been an instrumental part of the Downtown Westfield
Corporation’s (DWC) facade revitalization program, and Mr. Newell commended the DWC’s efforts on that
front.
Amy Mankin and Andrew Levine,
owners of the building, which houses
Mademoiselle and apartments next
door to The Leader Store, attended
the meeting. Ms Mankin asked questions, including: Where will the contractors park their trucks? What happens to the debris? What time will the
work (noise) begin? How is this go-

ing to impact her tenants? What happens if mysterious cracks begin to
occur along their adjoining walls?
How large will the scaffolding be?
Mr. Newell and Board Member Kenneth Marsh answered these concerns.
Gregory Talmont informed her that
only the first floor would have scaffolding for the facade work. Construction would last nine months and
the neighbors would be impacted for
about six months.
The application was passed unanimously. Mr. Newell requested that
the neighbors be treated kindly should
there be concerns during the construction phase.

WF Board of Ed.
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

for Jefferson School and a roof repair
for Roosevelt Intermediate School.
“We can also expect a natural gas cost
increase of between 40 and 50 percent, due to the results of the hurricane in the Gulf,” Mr. Berman explained. There will also be a need to
hire five additional elementary school
teachers for the 2006-2007 school
year.
The board will be meeting with
80 involved parents on Thursday,
December 8, to discuss a 2006-2007
budget presentation, called “Understanding the Numbers.” Parents
from School Parent Teacher Councils, and Parent Teacher Organizations were invited to attend the
event. Both Superintendent of
Schools Dr. William Foley and board
members anticipate useful feedback
from the attendees. A similar presentation will be opened to the
greater public in mid-January and
aired on Channel 36.
The board will be contacting the
Union County Board of Elections to
see if polls can be opened from 6 a.m.
to 9 p.m. for the Westfield school
election on Tuesday, April 18, to facilitate citizen participation in the
budget voting process.
A Parent Teacher Council Budget
Task Force Committee has also been
formed, to help raise awareness about
the importance of the school budget.
Voters defeated the school budget
last year.
In other matters, the board approved
the installation of a ramp and platform at Kehler Stadium, and poles
and netting for the baseball field at
Edison Intermediate School baseball

field.
The board’s policy committee presented the board with a revised 20062007 academic calendar, with changes
made to the previously-scheduled
Thursday, March 2 in-service day to
Monday, February 20, to prevent interference with testing schedules that
will take place in March.
The board congratulated two
Roosevelt sixth graders, Samantha Furst
and Jessica Sipe, for being selected to
the All-Eastern Elementary Honors
Choir. They will perform at Carnegie
Hall on Saturday, February 18.
In addition, the Westfield High
School (WHS) Marching Band placed
fourth out of 20 bands in the United
States Scholastic Band Association
All-State Championships.
Financial Aid Night and Junior
Parents Night, both hosted by the
Westfield High School Guidance
Department, and the Harlem Wizards
game recently held at Edison Intermediate School, are featured programs for the month of December on
Channel 36.
The WHS School Fall Drama,
“Ghetto” will be held Thursday, December 15 at 3:30 p.m., and Friday
and Saturday at 8 p.m. The WHS
Holiday Choral Concert is scheduled
for Wednesday, December 21 at 7:30
p.m., and the Instrumental Concert
has been rescheduled to Thursday,
December 22 at 7:30 p.m.
Holiday concerts scheduled for
other schools will be performed on
the original scheduled dates posted
in the school calendar and also on
the Westfield Public Schools
website.
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By MEGHAN GILL

SCOTCH PLAINS — The fifteenth
annual Mayor’s Charity Gala was held
at Pantagis Renaissance last Friday
evening, December 2. The evening’s
festivities featured an award presentation to volunteers in the community, dinner, music, a silent auction
with prizes donated by local merchants and individuals, a 50-50,and a
raffle sponsored by the Scotch Plains
Fanwood YMCA.
All proceeds will benefit the Mu-

nicipal Alliance Committee (MAC)
and American Red Cross. The Municipal Alliance Committee is a
grassroots volunteer organization, assisting the community in the prevention of substance abuse by coordinating efforts of a wide variety of community agencies.
Mayor Martin Marks and gala committee members continued the tradition of recognizing volunteers-of-the
year honorees. The mayor presented
the annual award to a male and female and an organization who have

Meghan Gill for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MAYOR’S GALA AWARD...The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Soccer Association
Executive Board is all smiles, being named the 2005 Volunteer Organization of the
Year award winner at the Scotch Plains Mayor’s Gala last Friday night at
Shackomaxon Country Club.

SP Zoning Board Rejects
Cooper Road Island Home
By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — To the delight of dozens of neighborhood residents, the township zoning board of
adjustment last Thursday turned down
an application to build a house on the
western half of the Cooper Road island.
In rejecting the application by Mark
Lustbader of West Orange, who represented HUB Realty and was seeking a lot-size variance to build a large
home on the property currently owned
by AT&T, the board cited traffic safety
concerns as well as unease about what
such a large house might do to the
character of the neighborhood that is
situated between Terrill Road and
Rahway Road.
“Safety is the paramount concern,”
said board member Tim Livolsi at the
start of the board’s discussion of the
application. He cited questionable
sight distances from the property’s
proposed driveway, the safety of vehicles traveling along the winding
stretch of Cooper Road near the property and the stream at the rear of the
proposed home that he said was situated in a ravine seven or eight feet
below the level of the property.
Board member Chris Abeel, noting
that a variance was being sought because the lot size was 33,405 square
feet in a zone where the minimum
size is 40,000 square feet, said that
“even if it met zoning requirements, I
cannot envision any circumstances”
where he would favor a house being
built there.
Mr. Anderson pointed out that the
proposed home would be located
“substantially closer to the road than
other homes in the area” and, due to
the unusual shape of the property,
would, in essence, have three front
yards and no backyard. Those were
factors he said, that “can’t be mitigated.”
Board member Brian Doyle cited

an April 2005 police department traffic study that concluded that the island “is not a safe place to build a
home.”
The board’s 7-0 rejection of the
application, which met with loud applause from the several dozen residents in attendance, came after testimony earlier in the evening from Peter Dorram, a professional planner
hired by Cooper Road resident Vince
DeLisi who cited a number of concerns with the proposal and said it
was “inconsistent with local zoning
ordinances and the master plan as it
relates to environmental considerations and the character of the neighborhood.”
Mr. Dorram termed the proposal
“an aesthetic disaster.”
Following Mr. Dorram’s testimony
on the neighbors’ behalf, 12 residents
of Cooper Road and Wellington
Downs spoke in opposition to the
application, with most raising concerns about increased traffic in the
area as well as destroying a piece of
property that Cooper Road resident
Art Lieberman called “an asset to our
entire neighborhood.”
Mr. Lieberman, urging the board to
enforce local zoning regulations, said
“if we didn’t care about the character
of neighborhoods, we wouldn’t have
zoning laws.”
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

demonstrated exemplary voluntary
service in the Township of Scotch
Plains.
This year, the recipients of this
esteemed award were Jeanette
Rotella, Richard Bousquet and the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Soccer Association.
Mrs. Rotella has been an integral
part of the success and growth of the
Golden Age Senior Club. She was
club president for 10 years, ensuring
the organization of guest speakers,
hosting several events and escorting
seniors to medical appointments. She
has also volunteered at Muhlenberg
Regional Medical Center in Plainfield
for three years.
“Since I am the youngest daughter
from a large family, I understand how
to help older people. I always would
treat them with respect and dignity, as
I did my own mother,” she said.
Mrs. Rotella was born and raised in
Westfield and has been a resident of
Scotch Plains for 40 years.
Originally from Plainfield, Mr.
Bousquet and his family moved to
Scotch Plains in 1980 after living in
Rhode Island. He owns a construction services consulting firm in Scotch
Plains and has been an active member
of the Scotch Plains community for
many years, giving his time and resources to many organizations.
Mr. Bousquet was involved in the
World War I monument restoration
project, the Scotch Plains Business
and Professional Association and the
Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce, and he has been an active
member of the St. Barthlomew’s
School for nine years. He has served
as the president of the Historical Society of Scotch Plains and Fanwood
since 1990 and as an active member
of the Union County 200 Club, a notfor-profit organization concerned with
supporting families of police, fire and
EMT services members injured or
fatally hurt in the line of duty.
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Soccer Association was founded in 1977.
The association is the single largest
youth sports provider in the township, serving 2,000 youngsters and
330 parent volunteers.
Many positive things have come to
pass for the association, such as six new
travel teams, new training programs for
second and third graders, age-specific
coaches training curriculum, scholarships for high-school seniors and prekindergarten training with the
MetroStars Training Academy.
Jim Fawcett, president of the
association’s board, said, “Although
the current executive board is here to
receive this award, it is testimony of
those who built the association 28
years ago.”
Attendees at the Mayor’s Gala included committee members, past
mayors, the board of education, past
award recipients and friends and family members of current recipients.
The invocation was presented by Father John Paladino, Pastor of St.
Bartholomew’s Parish.

FW Proposes Changes to
Laws on Types of Businesses
By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The planning and
zoning board discussed changing several ordinances and procedures at their
monthly meeting on November 30.
The board discussed whether they
could prevent an application from
being pulled immediately prior to a

Meghan Gill for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

VOLUNTEER AWARD...Richard Bousquet smiles with his wife Suzanne upon
being named the Male Volunteer of the Year at the Scotch Plains Mayor’s Gala
last Friday night.

SIXTY CENTS
Ho, Ho, Ho!

SP Mayor’s Charity Gala
Awards Volunteers of Year
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

Serving
The Township and
The Borough since 1959

I want to thank the children who
came out to see me at the Holiday Celebration in Scotch Plains this past Sunday. Approximately 300 children came
by to visit. Mrs. Claus and I had a lot of
fun meeting so many great children
and their families.
Thank you to the Fire Department,
Department of Public Works, Recreation Department and TV-34 for helping to set up the event, allowing it to run
smoothly. Thank you to the Police Department for keeping everyone safe.
Thanks also to the volunteer elves for
making it a fun day. A special thank
you goes to Mayor Marks for his help
in lighting the beautiful Christmas tree
in Alan Augustine Park. The park
looked beautiful covered in snow. I’m
just sorry I couldn’t grant the mayor’s
wish for a victory for his beloved Hokies.
A special thank you goes to SPBPA
President Lisa Mohn of Apple Blossom
Flower Shop and the volunteers of the
Scotch Plains Business and Professional
Association for planning the event and
making it a wonderful success.
I want to wish everyone a happy,
healthy and peaceful holiday season.
Don’t forget my cookies and milk on
Christmas Eve! You might make it
skim milk – I’ve put on some weight
this year.
Santa Claus, North Pole
Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SANTA’S IN TOWN...Last Sunday, Santa Claus visited Scotch Plains and listened to all the children’s Christmas wishes.

Indicted Developer Removed
From Fanwood Project
By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Fanwood Mayor
Colleen Mahr told The Scotch PlainsFanwood Times that the Fanwood
Downtown Redevelopment Project
would not be hindered or impacted
by the recent indictment of one of the
development partners for the former
Dean Oil Site on LaGrande Avenue.
A five-count indictment was handed
down on November 30 by a Middlesex
County Grand Jury, charging
Fanwood resident Raj Mukherji, age
21, with stalking two women, burglary, contempt of court and witness
tampering, according to court documents.
The alleged crimes took place in
various locations throughout
Middlesex and Union Counties, including Fanwood, between November 2003 and October of 2005.
“The Fanwood Police are assisting
the Middlesex County Prosecutor’s
Office,” said Lt. Richard Trigo of the
Fanwood Police Department. A search
warrant was executed over the summer for Mr. Mukerji’s apartment in
Fanwood, Lt. Trigo confirmed. The
charges allege that Mr. Mukherji pressured one of the women to not testify
against him, violated a restraining
order and broke into a Fanwood residence.
A Fanwood resident, who does not
want to have his name published,
called The Times to say that he witnessed law enforcement officers removing computers from Mr.
Mukherji’s apartment several months
ago, including officers wearing what
appeared to be FBI uniforms.
Assistant Middlesex County Prosecutor Manuel Samaro said he would
not comment on the case and did not
want to try the defendant in the press.
Neither the Prosecutor’s Office nor
the Fanwood Police Department
would confirm if the FBI was involved.
Mr. Mukherji told The Times that

likely denial, as occurred during a
hearing held last month. The current
procedure allows an application to be
withdrawn after hours of testimony,
questioning of witnesses and after
hearing the board’s discussions, but
prior to a vote.
This withdrawal allows applicants
to resubmit an application after hearing the board’s position. By making a
motion to vote prior to discussing an
application, the rule could prohibit a
premature withdrawal.
The board referenced the Sansone
case as setting the legal precedent
that would allow them to make this
change to their procedures. The revised resolution will be read and voted
on at the next regular meeting.
In other business, the board decided to revise recommendations that
they will make to the borough council
regarding additions to the prohibited
uses ordinance. Board members discussed adding dollar stores, video
arcades, tattoo parlors and pawn shops
to the existing list of prohibited uses
in the downtown redevelopment area.
With a limited amount of window
space and only two blocks of store
fronts, the board decided that they
wanted predominantly retail stores to
display goods rather than these types
of service shops.

FANWOOD — Westfield Regional
Board of Health officials Bob Sherr
and Ann Trovisano presented the
Fanwood Borough Council with a
detailed report about deadly
influenzas, such as the avian flu, at
the council’s agenda meeting Tuesday night.
The department collaborates with
the Fanwood Board of Health, as well
as such departments in several other
nearby towns.
According to the World Health
Organization (WHO), avian flu is a
contagious disease that affects predominately birds, and sometimes pigs.
Avian bird influenzas are speciesspecific, according to WHO, “but
have, on rare occasions, crossed the
species-barriers to infect humans.”
Cambodia, Indonesia, Vietnam and
Thailand are, during the most recent
outbreak, the only countries where
humans have contracted the deadly
virus.
Mr. Sherr reiterated these facts,
and emphasized that people who work

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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FW Council Discusses
Flu, Lunsford Act

the indictment stemmed from an
elaborate retaliation scheme concocted by a former female acquaintance, whom he alleges has made
numerous false accusations.
“The prosecutor has cast doubt
before the grand jury on my reputation and past business connections,
which I am anxious to defend,” Mr.
Mukherji told The Times. “I am certain that as information comes out, I
will be cleared of these charges,” he
added.
The Landmark Company has removed Mr. Mukherji as a development partner from the limited liability company, Mukherji-Landmark
LLC, reported Jeff Weinflash, project

manager and spokesperson for Landmark.
The decision, to remove Mr.
Mukherji from the LLC was made,
Mr. Weinflash said, in anticipation of
his being deployed as a reservist in
the Marine Corps.
“His removal had nothing to do
with the recent indictments against
him,” Mr. Weinflash, told The Times.
The Mukherji-Landmark LLC is now
known as the Station Square,
Fanwood LLC, Mr. Weinflash said.
When asked whether the borough
screened Mr. Mukherji’s background
as a prerequisite to his being named
as a development-partner with the
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Hedge Property Subdivision
OK’d; Rezoning Is Next Step
By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — After years
of debate by the municipal government, the piece of township-owned
property next to the Municipal Building on Park Avenue will be subdivided, and the town intends to sell it
for private development. At the township council’s conference meeting on
Tuesday evening, Mayor Martin
Marks said the planning board had
recently ratified the formal subdivision of the so-called hedge property,
a rectangular-shaped grassy area situated between the municipal parking
lot and Park Avenue. Presently, the
property is home to the lighted township bulletin board.
For several years, there have been
calls from the business community
for the property to be sold to a private
developer who, in an effort to bolster
a declining downtown business district, could then build a mixed-use
building on the site. As noted in several Times reports in the past, bureaucratic delays and “a lack of any real
enthusiasm on the part of the council” led to the question of the
property’s future sitting on the back

burner for many years.
Mayor Marks admitted this week
that the subdivision approval was a
significant step, although there is no
sense of an imminent sale or even any
interested potential buyers. Instead,
the property must first be rezoned
from its present “P”-Public to a “B2”-Business designation to make it
consistent with the rest of the neighborhood. The council will consult
with the planning board about the
zone change before acting, the mayor
said.
In other business, at its meeting
next week the council will approve a
bid for a house-to-house recycling
contract submitted by Great Northern Recycling. The three-year contract, with an option for a fourth and
fifth year, will be effective as of January 1, 2006, with the first three years
costing $600,300 and the two option
years costing 414,300. Great Northern, the sole bidder, also submitted
proposals for one- and five-year contracts, but Walter DiNizo, director of
Public Property, recommended the
three-year pact.
Next week, the council is also exCONTINUED ON PAGE 12

By MEREDITH MANNINO
Specially Written for The Scotch-Plains-Fanwood Times

Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WONDERFUL PAIR...As in each year, these beautiful animals dutifully await
children to climb into the carriage for a ride around downtown Scotch Plains
during the holiday celebration last Sunday.
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Fanwood Developer
Removed From Project
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

THE BRITISH ARE COMING…Last Saturday, master cartoonist Frank Thorn,
dressed in a brilliant red coat similar to British General Howe and signed his new
book, The Illustrated History of Union County. Proceeds from the book sale at
Barnes and Noble went to the Aunt Betty Frazee Restoration Project. For more
information, please see www.fsprotary.org/frazee or join the “Friends of Frazee
House” by calling Pat Plante at (908) 232-2162.

Fanwood Council
Discusses Avian Flu
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

with or raise birds are most susceptible to the avian flu.
“It’s really bird flu,” he said. He
said a major concern is that ultimately,
the deadly virus will begin to infect
people, spread and mutate into a new
strain.
However, Mr. Sherr expressed his
view that there is considerable “hysteria” surrounding avian flu and said
that he doesn’t foresee a U.S. outbreak in the near future. A vaccine is
not yet available, but research is ongoing.
Mr. Sherr and Ms. Trovisano also
discussed the emergency plan that
the board is developing in the event of
a local outbreak.
If an outbreak occurs and a vaccine is
available, first responders and their families will be the first to be immunized; a
first responder is any emergency volunteer, including the police and fire departments, EMTs and any other municipal
official or citizen that volunteers to assist
the community in the event of disaster.
The Union County Local Information Network and Communication
System (LINCS) is collaborating with
the Westfield Regional Board of
Health to compile a first responder
list for all participating towns. LINCS
has set January as the deadline for the
communities to submit their first responder lists.
In addition to protecting first re-

sponders and their families in the
event of an outbreak, it is imperative
for health officials and citizens to be
extremely hygienic.
“If you have no vaccine, you rely
heavily on good sanitation and good
hygiene,” Mr. Sherr said.
Mr. Sherr and Ms. Trovisano believe that the flu shot is extremely
beneficial for people of all ages.
“The thought is that yearly flu vaccines will help protect people down
the line,” Ms. Trovisano said.
The Jessica Lunsford Act was another public safety item on the agenda.
The Jessica Lunsford Act sets a mandatory sentence of 25 years to life in
prison for people convicted of molesting children under 12. If offenders serve less than life, they will be
required to wear a global tracking
device upon their release so authorities can monitor their whereabouts.
At a previous meeting, Councilman Stuart Kline encouraged the
council to support legislation such as
this bill in efforts to protect Fanwood
from pedophiles.
Mr. Kline is a father of young children, and he said that the recent attempted abduction of a girl in Scotch
Plains really struck him and was the
impetus for his advocacy of the Jessica Lunsford Act.

SP Council
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Subscribe or Renew Online!
www.goleader.com/subscribe
The Westfield Leader
The Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood

pected to approve a two-year contract
for Caffrey Tree Service for shade
tree work over the coming two years.
The hourly rate will be $115.50 vs. a
$200 bid submitted by Don’s Tree
Service. In a memorandum, Mr.
DiNizo said Caffrey, which has performed this service for several years,
“has done an excellent job for the
township.”

borough, the mayor told The Times,
“Mr. Mukherji was regarded as a legitimate contract purchaser by Saver
Shares, the landowner, and as a legitimate development partner by Landmark.
“We were satisfied that he had a
valid legal contract and controlled
the property,” she said. “The borough, not being in the line of title to
the land, was not obligated to verify
Mr. Mukherji’s background or qualifications,” Mayor Mahr stated. “He
only played a minor role in bringing
together the landowner, the developer and the borough’s redevelopment agency,” she added.
Extensive background checks were
conducted on the principles for the
development plan, she added, and
Landmark will now assume full legal
and financial responsibility for developing the property.
Mr. Mukherji is named as a partner
along with Trenton attorney, former
gubernatorial candidate and former
Prosecutor of Morris County Michael
Murphy, with Impact NJ, LLC. Impact NJ is described on its website as
a full-service government affairs firm
with an emphasis on lobbying.
Mr. Murphy verified that Mr.
Mukherji was a legitimate business
associate in his lobbying firm.
Mr. Murphy said that it is outrageous if law enforcement is engaging
in unfounded character assassination,
as Mr. Mukherji alleges. “They should
verify their facts and if proven wrong,
they owe Mr. Mukherji an apology,”
Mr. Murphy said.
Among Mr. Mukherji’s many
titles, published on several of his
websites, he claims to be: a CEO and
director of technology, marketing
consultant, political adviser and experienced adviser in government
contract procurement, a military defense intelligence specialist and linguist in the Marine Corps.
Mr. Murphy said he has known Mr.
Mukherji for seven years and said he
is an enormously accomplished and
remarkable young man. “He has many
accomplishments on record. He
doesn’t need to fabricate or embellish
any,” Mr. Murphy added.
Impact NJ lists approximately 20
client companies on its web site but
handled only $3,000 in expenditures
for 2004, according to the State of
N.J.’s lobbyist expenditure’s site. The
Impact NJ website states that their
partners have a combined total of 50
years of experience, but it does not
indicate how many of those years are
credited to Mr. Mukherji.
The Marine Corps Reservist Unit,
3rd Battalion, 14th Marines in Philadelphia verified that Mr. Mukherji
was a Corporal in their battalion.
Thomas Edison College also verified
that Mr. Mukherji was a graduate of
their college with a degree in Liberal
Arts.
On the web site Wiredvisions.com,
among Mr. Mukherji’s numerous
business associations, he listed realtor
Paul Di Francesco as a “partner” in
Murkerji Holdings, LLC. Local attorney Andrew Baron is listed as
Murkerji Holding’s “general counsel.” Former Westfield Mayor and
attorney Tom Jardim is listed as being
“general counsel” to Mukherji Properties, LLC.
In separate interviews with The
Times, both Mr. DiFrancesco and Mr.
Baron denied having those exact business relationships with Mr. Mukherji.
Mr. DiFrancesco stated, “I am not
and have never been a ‘partner’ with
Mr. Mukherji.”
Mr. Baron stated, “I am not general

counsel for Mukherji Holdings.” Neither Mr. DiFrancesco nor Mr. Baron
would comment further on their business relationship with Mr. Mukherji.
Mr. Jardim could not be reached for
comment.
In legal documents obtained by The
Times, a real-estate transaction indicated that Mr. Di Francesco was the
real-estate agent of record who
handled the sale of a piece of property
for Mr. Mukherji and Andrew Baron
was the attorney who handled a property sale for him.
Attorney Michael Okechuku verified that he is the general counsel for
Wiredvisions Corporation operated
by Mr. Muhkerhi.
Rene Regencia, director of operations for Lucid Disposal Services,
LLC of Westfield, verified that Mr.
Mukherji was in fact a partner in his
company as “Director of Government
Affairs,” acting as his liaison with
government regulatory boards.
“There is no doubt in my mind that
I will be cleared of the absurd and
overreaching charges in last week’s
indictment. There is overwhelming
evidence in my favor,” Mr. Mukherji
stated.
Amy Criscuolo, Esq. of
Mandelbaum & Salsburg, confirmed
that they are the law firm representing Mr. Mukherji in the above indictments. However, Ms. Criscuolo said
that they had no comment on the
matter at this time.
Mr. Mukherji added that being in
politics lends itself to making enemies, but he saidthat he will not
allow his enemies to stop him from
pursuing a successful career in politics.

SP Zoning
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

The zoning board’s decision ended
a year of hearings as well as efforts by
neighbors to defeat the application. A
year ago, neighbors formed a group
called “Save The Island” to focus
their efforts on Mr. Lustbader’s application.
The group held two rallies at the
island, hired an attorney, Marc Rogoff,
to represent their views before the
board, started a website, wrote letters
to local newspapers and turned out in
force at each hearing over the past 12
months.
One of the group’s founders, Don
Cardiff of Wellington Downs, told
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
after the board’s vote that he was
“really pleased with the outcome.”
The board “acted in a fair and balanced and professional manner.”
He said he was proud of the legal
team and singled out the efforts of “so
many people who were involved in
the two rallies and the raising of money
to hire the professional help we needed
and kids passing out flyers.
He said the group “will remain
focused and active until we get [the
property] rezoned, and will not rest
until it’s preserved in its natural state.”
Currently, the eastern half of the island is a township-owned conservation zone, and Mr. Cardiff said he
would like the township council to
either purchase the other half of the
island or rezone it.
Robert Kraus, the attorney for Mr.
Lustbader, told The Times after the
board’s rejection of the application
that Mr. Lustbader has not yet decided whether he will take further
action in an effort to build a house on
the site.

ORDER NOW!
For Christmas
& Hanukkah!
• USDA PRIME RIB ROAST

(1st Cut) Aged to perfection. No finer Prime Rib anywhere.

• FRESH TURKEYS

Eberly Farms - No additives. Also Geese, Capons & Ducks.

• PRIME FILET MIGNON
(De-fatted)

• SMOKED HAMS

(Spiral cut 1% salt, no fat; Guaranteed the best ham
you’ve ever tasted or your money back.)

• ELEGANT CROWN ROAST
(Lamb or Pork)

• HOMEMADE KIELBASI
• FREE RANGE ORGANIC POULTRY
• FRESH HAMS
• FIRST CUT BRISKETS
Order Our
Fresh Seafood for
Christmas Eve

DON’T BE FOOLED:

Old Fashioned
Custom Cuts &
Personalized Service

When you buy
PRIME,
ask to see the
PRIME Stamp
Our 66th Year

389 Park Avenue • Scotch Plains • (908) 322-7126

www.johnsmarket.com
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POLICE BLOTTER
Westfield
Monday, November 28, Kalief
McCauley, 29, of Plainfield, was arrested
during a motor vehicle stop at South Avenue and Crossway Place for an outstanding warrant out of Plainfield. He was
released after posting bail.
John Alyegbo, 59, of Hillside was arrested during a motor vehicle stop at
Central Avenue and Virginia Street for an
outstanding warrant out of Westfield. He
was released after posting bail.
Thursday, December 1, Shanzi Li, 42, of
Flushing, NY; Keum H. Park, 40, of Cliffside
Park, were arrested and charged with engaging in prostitution. Keum S. Park, 40, of
Cliffside Park was arrested and charged
with promoting prostitution. Police said the
arrest occurred at 348 South Avenue, East.
Bail was set at $750 for Li and Keum H.
Park and $1,500 for Keum S. Park, police
said. All three were released after posting
bail pending a court appearance on Wednesday, December 7 after press time.
Jose Miranda, 20, of Elizabeth was
arrested at the Clark Police Department
on outstanding warrants of $350 out of
Westfield, $350 out on Monmouth Junction, and $280 out of Elizabeth. Miranda
was transferred to the Union County jail
in Elizabeth where he was being held on
bail.
Friday, December 2, Carlos VasquezDeleon, 37, of Plainfield, was arrested
and charged with driving while intoxicated at South Avenue and Drake Place.
Police said Vasquez-Deleon was arrested
after refusing a breathalyzer test. He was
released to a responsible adult.
Anthony Coles, 28, of Plainfield, was
arrested at the Plainfield Police Department on an outstanding $250 warrant out
of Westfield. He was being held on bail.
Berangere J. Pierrelousis, 35, of Jersey
City, was arrested on North Avenue for
exhibiting a simulated insurance card to a
police officer. He was released pending a
court hearing on December 7.
Mark Collins, 20, of Jersey City was
arrested at South Avenue and Sussex
Street on a warrant out of Bayonne.
Saturday, December 3, a Glen Avenue
resident reported that someone broke into
their 1991 Lexus and stole a purse containing $40 in cash, a $50 gift card, a New
Jersey’s driver’s license, credit cards and
personal papers. In addition, two electronic games and memory cards were
reportedly removed from the trunk.
Sunday, December 4, a Stanmore Place
resident reported that her 1999 Mercury
Villager was burglarized. The victim reported that $200 in electronic items was
stolen.
Scotch Plains
Monday, November 28, a student at the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School reported being the victim of criminal mischief. The student stated that while attending class unknown persons scratched
her vehicle’s side door, causing several
hundred dollars in damage.
Thursday, December 1, a resident of
Ravenswood Lane reported being the victim of theft. The resident stated that unknown persons removed items from her
vehicle. There was no sign of forced entry
into the vehicle.
Friday, December 2, a patron of a Park
Avenue restaurant reported being the victim of theft. The victim stated that while
attending a party her wallet was stolen
from her purse. The wallet contained
money and credit cards.

Saturday, December 3, John E.
Johnson, 18, of Plainfield was arrested
and charged with receiving stolen property and possession of a weapon following a motor vehicle stop. According to
police, Johnson was stopped for failure to
display license plates.
Police said a further investigation revealed that the vehicle had a stolen temporary tag. Johnson was also found to be
in possession of a silver-bladed knife. He
was held on $1,500 bail.
Fanwood
Wednesday, November 29, a Midway
Avenue resident reported the theft of a
bike from her garage. The bike was valued at $300.
Thursday, November 30, Edward
Lenkiewicz, 55, of Rahway was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop for fictitious plates revealed outstanding warrants. Lenkiewicz was also charged with
displaying fictitious plates.
Thursday, November 30, a Terrill Road
resident reported the theft of a motor
vehicle that was parked in the rear of the
residence. The vehicle was valued at
$3,200.
Thursday, November 30, Adam
Niecikowski, 30, of Manville was arrested following a motor vehicle stop,
which revealed outstanding warrants.
Thursday, November 30, a South Avenue business owner reported the theft of
a snow plow from the rear of the business.
Stolen along with the plow was a plow
pump and a light assembly kit. The value
of the plow is $3,500. There are no suspects at this time.
Friday, December 2, Fredrick Knecht,
Jr., 64, of Scotch Plains was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop for outstanding warrants.
Sunday, December 4, Anthony Reed,
36, of Fanwood was arrested and charged
with driving while intoxicated. Police
said Reed was found asleep in his parked
car on LaGrande Avenue at 12:50 a.m.
with the motor turned off, but with the
keys still in the ignition.
Monday, December 5, a juvenile was
arrested for possession of stolen plates
following a motor vehicle stop for unclear plates.
Mountainside
Thursday, December 1, Walter H.
Singleton, 49, of Newark was picked up
at the Essex County jail on outstanding
warrants in the amount of $495.
Thursday, December 1, Marlon D.
Peek, 29, of Plainfield was arrested following a random motor vehicle stop,
which revealed an active warrant from
Georgia. Peek was also charged with driving with a suspended license and driving
with an open container of alcohol. Georgia refused extradition.
Friday, December 2, Giomar A.
Martinez, 26, of Elizabeth was arrested
on Route 22 following a motor vehicle
stop for a loud muffler. Martinez was also
arrested for driving with a suspended
license and possession of under 50 grams
of marijuana.
Sunday, December 4, Joseph K. Beford,
21, of Newark was arrested on Route 22
following a motor vehicle stop, which
revealed outstanding warrants. Beford was
also charged with possession of less than
50 grams of marijuana.
Sunday, December 4, Martyn R. Freeman, 21, of Plainsboro was arrested following a motor vehicle stop on Route 22,
which revealed outstanding warrants.

Fanwood Planning Bd.
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Board member John Deitch commented that certain types of businesses attracted loitering by certain
types of people, which was not desired in Fanwood.
Board member Dale Flowers commented that dollar stores might be too
specific and not clearly defined. Board
Chairman Gregory Cummings suggested prohibiting all types of “bargain stores,” “resale stores” and “discount stores,” but not antique stores.
Other types of prohibited businesses that will be recommended to
the council include: tarot/fortune card
reading, car washes, car parts stores
and community drop-in centers. The
board discussed the need to clarify
the definition of gaming stores, which
would not necessarily prohibit
Internet access cafes. Video arcade
games would be permitted in stores
as long as it was not the predominant
type of business in that store.
The council will vote on the recommendations, which they can accept, reject or modify.
On another matter, the board voted
to recommend changes to the

borough’s cell-tower ordinance to the
council. Board member John Deitch
enumerated the changes to the ordinance, which would require companies to agree to waive confidentiality
and to release confidential data and
information compiled regarding surrounding towns.
Recommendations also limit placement of cell towers to certain sites
while eliminating other sites. The cost
of placing antennas on existing towers would no longer be accepted as a
prohibitive factor justifying an
applicant’s need for a new tower.
Several applications were approved
at the November board meeting. A
two-story addition at 130 Tillotson
Road, a conditional use variance for a
two-story addition on Forest Road,
and a bulk variance on Helen Street
were among the applications approved by the board.
The next agenda meeting of the board
will be held on Monday, December 12
and the next regular meeting will be
held on Wednesday, December 21.
Meetings are held in the Fanwood council chambers at 7:30 p.m.

Yes, You Can . . .

stage house

restaurant and wine bar

Yes, You Can . . .
bring wine from your private selection and we will
waive the corkage fee every Tuesday.

Yes, You Can . . .
enjoy a great dining experience in a Colonial building with
its original fireplaces from 1737, with our new American fare
menu created by chef-owner Eric Hambrecht.
Check out our new affordable prices!

Yes, You Can . . .
enjoy our great menu at the place of your choice
(off-premises catering).

THE TAVERN AT

STAGE HOUSE

366 park avenue, scotch plains, nj
908 322 4224

stage house
restaurant and wine bar
366 park avenue, scotch plains, nj
908 322 4224
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Mass. Senator Tells Panel
How to Reduce Counties
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SHERIFF’S CHRISTMAS…Now in its 9th year, “Tree of Hope” provides gifts
for children. Pictured above, from left to right, are: Investigator Marybeth Gray,
Sheriff Ralph Froehlich and Sgt. Marianne Hopko.

Sheriff Officers Seek “Tree of
Hope” Donations for Kids
ELIZABETH — Union County
Sheriff’s Officers have set up their
annual “Tree of Hope” and are seeking donations of toys and clothing for
children in need throughout the county
this holiday season.
“At this time of year, we think
about children enjoying the fun and
excitement of the holiday season but
it is important not to forget those kids
who are less fortunate,” Union County
Sheriff Ralph Froehlich said.
Now in its 9th year, “Tree of Hope”
provides gifts for children with terminal illnesses, who have been victimized by domestic violence, or
whose lives have been affected by
HIV/AIDS.

“For almost a decade, these caring
Sheriff’s Officers have done a tremendous job in helping these children,” Sheriff Froehlich added. “I call
on everyone in Union County who
can lend a hand to please join in this
effort.”
Donations of cash to help provide
additional donations are also being
sought.
Contributions of money (tax-deductible), toys and clothing can be
sent to: Union County Sheriff’s Officers Tree of Hope, Union County
Courthouse, 2 Broad Street, Elizabeth, N.J., 07207.
For more information, call Sgt.
Marianne Hopko at (908) 558-2574.

Y’s Men Christmas
Tree Sales Start

PLEASE HELP...Isabelle, a Husky/
Shepard mix is missing since Sunday,
last seen near Tamaques Park in
Westfield. Please contact Noreen at
(908) 578-1730 or Dawn at (908) 4195995 with information. She is a gentle
and friendly dog.

WESTFIELD — It was a nice
balmy November day when the Y’s
Men’s Club set up the tree lot at the
Elm Street Field. Now it’s beginning
to feel a lot like Christmas!
All proceeds of purchases at the
Y’s Men’s Tree Lot get funneled back
into the community for local
children’s programs.
Hours are weekdays from noon to
9 p.m. and weekends from 9 a.m. to 9
p.m. through December 23. A variety
of trees including fir and balsam are
available, in varying sizes, as are
wreaths, grave covers and stands. The
Y’s Men’s Club members and volunteers will cut, trim and bag the tree for
you and carry it to your car.
For more information, please contact ysmensclub@westyfieldnj.com.

CEDAR GROVE – Elected officials from Essex and Union counties
were given first-hand information on
how to abolish county government.
Massachusetts State Senator Richard Moore presented the November
30 forum, entitled “The Massachusetts Experience: Ending County
Government” and sponsored by
Montclair Area League of Voters and
the Change County Government
Steering Committee.
Massachusetts has reduced its number of counties from 14 to five. County
boundaries still remain intact due to
the legality of property lines. County
offices, such as registers of deeds and
registers of probates, were transferred
to the state, as were buildings and
land. Courts personnel had previously
been transferred to the state budget.
Differing from New Jersey, many
of Massachusetts’s counties had serious financial problems, which could
have lowered the state’s credit rating,
Senator Moore said.
“It was a 30-year effort (to abolish
county government). I hope it doesn’t
take you that long,” the senator told a
packed council chambers at the Cedar Grove Municipal Building.
Senator Moore, serving his sixth
term, chaired the Senate Committee
on Counties and sponsored legislation to abolish county government in
Massachusetts because of antiquated
boundaries, unstable fiscal conditions
of counties, corruption, patronage and
mismanagement.
The legislator said one of the first
steps New Jersey citizens need to do
is investigate if any of the county
officials are in the state constitution.
“In our state, the sheriff is in the
constitution, while the rest of county
government was all by statute.”
In 1974, local communities in Massachusetts “became very frustrated
with county government. They didn’t
see it as really doing anything to help
them and it was an added burden onto
local property taxes,” Senator Moore
said. At this time, legislative control
of county budgets ended. County advisory boards, represented by all
towns in a county, were created with
the authority to review and vote on
county budgets. In 1978, the state
took over the district courts, which
had been under the control of the
counties.
In 1980, Massachusetts’s citizens
adopted Proposition 2 ½, which stipulated that property taxes could not
increase by more than 2.5 percent
over the previous year, excluding new

growth. “That started to strangle the
county budget process,” he said.
In 1990, Governor William Weld, a
proponent of eliminating county government, was elected. As chairman of
the County Government Committee,
Senator Moore sponsored legislation
to abolish county government. Other
leaders soon joined his effort.
Although some counties still exist,
he said the state took over control of
many of their functions, such as the
sheriff’s office, courts and agricultural schools.
Among those attending the forum
was Summit Councilwoman Kelly
Hatfield, a member of the 14-member Change County Government
Steering Committee. She noted that
county government in New Jersey “is
a $6 billion industry.” She added that
transferring some county responsibilities to the state could be difficult
given the “dire condition” of the state
budget.
Senator Moore said many of the
costs were already in the state budget,
such as county jails and courts personnel.
Ms. Hatfield also asked what the
impact of the county takeover had on
local property taxes. Senator Moore
said there was not a reduction, but the
change “eased the increase” in taxes.
In response to a question by a Nutley
resident, Sally Goodson, Senator
Moore explained that Massachusetts
allows for dual office holders, but an
official cannot collect two salaries.
Essex County Freeholder Muriel
Shore of Millburn noted that the Essex
County debt is $87 million and projected to hit $105 million by 2007.
Senator Moore said the most debt a
Massachusetts county had was $30
million, which was mostly through
operation of a county hospital in the
red. He said the state sold some of the
property to generate revenue to pay
off the debt.
A Montclair resident questioned
how legislators were able to gain support of the rural counties in the takeover of county governments. Senator
Moore said “the rural areas are actually making out better by getting rid
of (county) property taxes.”
Senator Moore said those in favor
of changing county government ion
New Jersey need to build alliances
and support among state lawmakers
and “sustain the momentum,” despite
likely setbacks along the way.
Glen Ridge Mayor Carl
Bergmanson said New Jersey’s property tax system “is not fair. It’s not
based on your ability to pay.”
Ms. Hackett told The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch PlainsFanwood Times that the committee is
building alliances. She said there is
support in Trenton for state takeover
of some county operations.
She said the location of a home
could cause a huge disparity in the
amount an owner pays in property
taxes. For instance, a Summit home,
which moved to Morris County, would
cause a $1,500 reduction in county
taxes, while the same home in Essex
County would jump taxes by $3,000.
“Is that a fair system? It’s really not
a fair system,” she said.
The Summit Common Council and
the Change County Government
Steering Committee will host a forum entitled, “The Millburn and Summit Studies on County Government”
from 7:30 to 9 p.m. on Thursday,
December 15 at Summit City Hall.

JUST A FEW DAYS AGO…Y’s Men’s Club member Steve Suriano helps set up
the Christmas Tree sales lot in Westfield on Elm Street in balmy weather.

Freeholders, Directors
To Receive Pay Raises
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH – Last Thursday
night, the Union County Freeholders
introduced an ordinance to authorize
pay increases for themselves, as well
as department heads.
The freeholder chairman salary will
increase to $29,500, with the vicechairman’s salary rising to $30,500.
The remaining seven members of the
freeholder board will be paid $29,500,
a $1,500 increase from the current
$28,000 salary. Board salaries have
steadily climbed since 1999, when
they were $25,000.
County spokesman Sebastian
D’Elia said the new salaries place
Union County sixth out of the state’s
21 counties in terms of wages. The
county, he said, is also the sixth in
total population.
In terms of department directors’
wages, County Manager George
Devanney’s salary will jump $7,000
to $151,471 from his current $144,258
pay, while Deputy County Manager
Elizabeth Genievich will be paid
$132,330, up almost $6,000.
Other department salaries are rising
as follows: County Counsel Robert
Barry, $136,500, up $5,250; Director
of Economic Development James
Daley, $102,375, saw his salary remain unchanged; Director of Engineering and Public Works Frank Dann,
$116,357, up $5,400; Public Safety
Director Harold Gibson, $109,793, a
$4,000 hike; Finance Director Larry
Caroselli, $122,002, up over $4,500;
Human Services Director Frank
Guzzo, $119,423, a hike of $4,500;
and Parks, Recreation and Facilities
Director Charles Sigmund, $113,816,
up $4,500. Department head raises are
retroactive to January 2005. A public
hearing and final vote on the ordinance will be held Thursday, December 15 at 7 p.m. at the county administration building in Elizabeth.
The board also approved a contract
with Green Meadow’s Children’s
Farm Company of Great Meadows to
operate a 25-exhibit educational farm
at the 23-acre Sevell property in
Scotch Plains. The farm is expected
to open by the end of spring.
The county purchased the Sevell
Ponderosa in 2003 for $10 million
through its open space fund. According to the county’s public information
department, the Green Meadows Farm
will feature approximately 140 animals from 15 different types of animals, tours, pony and hayrides, pumpkin picking and picnic facilities.
The board approved a resolution authorizing the inclusion of domestic partners as eligible dependents under the
county’s heath benefits and pension plan.
At the start of the board’s agenda
meeting, the board presented resolu-

tions to members of the Union County
Emergency Response Team (UCEMP)
for their efforts in the Gulf Coast in the
aftermath of Hurricane Katrina.
Freeholder Chairman Rick Proctor
congratulated the UCEMP teams “for
the sacrifices you made on our behalf.”
Freeholder Vice Chairman Al
Mirabella added, “You gentleman did
an outstanding job.”
UCEMP Captain Joseph Vitelli said
the group handled numerous responsibilities, including search-and-rescue for
victims and search for bodies. The units
also patrolled against looters. Each unit
worked 14 days, with one day off—
time they spent rescuing animals.
Members of the team honored were:
1st Deployment, Captain Vitelli,
County Prosecutor’s Office; Martin
Mogensen, Lieutenant, Union County
Police Department; Donald Tempalsky,
Lieutenant, Linden Police Department;
George Marmarou, Sergeant, County
Sheriff’s Office; Daniel Fay, Detective,
Prosecutor’s Office; Brendan Sullivan,
Sheriff’s, Sheriff’s Office; Erik Finne,
Sheriff’s, Sheriff’s Office; Robert
Bartkus, Patrolman,Westfield Police Department; Matthew Cove, Patrolman,
Hillside Police Department; SeanYoung,
Patrolman, Hillside Police Department
and Clint Sporman, Patrolman, Kean
University Police Department.
Second Deployment, William
Hannon, Lieutenant, Kenilworth Police Department; Donald Amberg, Patrolman, Mountainside Police Department; Tindaro Caminiti, Detective,
Plainfield Police Department; Jonathan
Tilton, Patrolman, Rahway Police Department; Art Bruschetti, Patrolman,
Scotch Plains Police Department; Oliver
Kalebota, Detective, Prosecutor’s Office, and James Weinberg, Detective,
Prosecutor’s Office.
Third Deployment, Ernest Schmidt,
Patrolman, Berkeley Heights Police
Department; Daniel Sims, Patrolman,
Kenilworth Police Department; Douglas Fortuna, Detective, Linden Police
Department; Jerry Plum, Patrolman,
Plainfield Police Department; Thomas
Sarnecki, Patrolman, Scotch Plains
Police Department; Richard Proctor,
Patrolman, Summit Police Department;
Dennis Burke, Sergeant, Sheriff’s Office, and Richard Cederquist, Lieutenant, Sheriff’s Office.
During the board’s agenda meeting, freeholders considered a resolution from Joseph Jingoli & Son, Inc.
of Lawrenceville to increase their
contract construction services at
Trailside Nature and Science Center
in Mountainside by $129,319 to a
total of $489,976.
The contract is part of the $5.9 million expansion project that will triple
the size of the museum. Construction
is nearly complete, with placement of
exhibits still to be completed.

FREE
Online Banking
Access from anywhere…

Slips & Falls
Motor Vehicle Accidents
Defective Products & Machines
Head & Brain Injuries
Construction Accidents
Wrongful Death
Job Related Injuries
Serious Burns & Scars
Nursing Home Abuse

At Home.

At Work.

At Play.

No matter where you go, your personal Town Bank accounts are just a click away. Our FREE online
banking provides easy access to information about your accounts when it’s convenient for you.

View account balances • Transfer funds between accounts
View account history • Pay bills* • Reconcile statements
Sign up today!
Check out our website for more information or stop by one of our branches today.
www.townbank.com

The Only Attorney Involved In Your Case
Over 25 Years Of Experience Settling Cases
2281 South Avenue • Scotch Plains

No Fee If No Recovery • Call For A Free Consultation

908-233-5800
www.franksmithlaw.com

520 South Avenue • Westfield, NJ 07090
908.301.0800

44 Elm Street • Westfield, NJ 07090
908.518.9333

*Free for first 3 months. After 3 months, a minimum of one bill per month must be paid using online Bill Pay feature, or a service charge of $5 will apply.
©2005 The Town Bank. All rights reserved. Member FDIC 10/05
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TOWN
&
COUNTRY
Fine Wines & Spirits Marketplace • Your Resource for Exceptional Living
The Value Leader with the Widest Variety of Beer, Wine & Spirits, and the Friendliest,
Most Knowledgeable Staff Anywhere.

Happy Holidays From Your Friends at
Town & Country
HOLIDAY SPIRIT
Grey Goose Vodka,
All Flavors
750 ml. $25.19
Zyr Vodka
750 ml. $26.99
Ketel One Vodka
1.75 lit. $34.19
Smirnoff Vodka
1.75 lit. $18.09
Viking Fjord
1.75 lit. $17.49
Bombay Sapphire Gin
1.75 lit. $34.99
Tanqueray Gin
750 ml. $16.19
Maker's Mark Bourbon
1 lit.
$27.99
Wild Turkey Rare Breed
750 ml. $32.99
Jack Daniels
1.75 lit. $35.99
Seagram's VO
1.75 lit. $19.99
Canadian Club
1.75 lit. $15.99
Jose Cuervo 1800 Tequila
750 ml. $19.99
Sauza Gold Tequila
750 ml. $14.99
Patron Silver Tequila
750 ml. $36.99
Jose Cuervo Gold Tequila
1.75 lit. $35.99
Dewars White Label Scotch
1.75 lit. $29.99
Johnnie Walker Black Scotch
750 ml. $26.99
Cutty Sark Scotch
1.75 lit. $24.99

The Glenlivet Single Malt Scotch
750 ml. $30.99
Glenfiddich Single Malt Scotch
750 ml. $31.99
Remy Martin VSOP Cognac
750 ml. $32.99
Hennessey VS Cognac
750 ml. $25.99
Kahlua Coffe Liqueur
750 ml. $15.99
Starbuck's Coffee Liqueur
750 ml. $20.99
Licor 43
750 ml. $18.09
Cointreau
750 ml. $26.99
Grand Marnier
750 ml. $27.99
Bailey's Irish Cream
750 ml. $17.99
Drambuie
750 ml. $24.99
Amaretto Di Saronno
750 ml. $17.99

SUPER WINE VALUES

Georges Duboeuf Nouveau
Beaujolais
750 ml. $ 6.09
Cavit Pinot Grigio
1.5 lit. $11.99
Ruffino Chianti
1.5 lit. $10.99
Beringer White Zinfandel
750 ml. $ 4.99
Mondavi Woodbridge Cabernet,
Chardonnay & Merlot
1.5 lit. $10.99
Sutter Home All Types
1.5 lit. $ 8.99

Santa Margherita Pinot Grigio
750 ml. $18.19
Lageder Pinot Grigio
750 ml. $11.99
Zenato Pinot Grigio
750 ml. $ 7.99
Kendall Jackson Chardonnay
750 ml. $10.10
Jordan Chardonnay
750 ml. $21.99
Edna Valley Chardonnay
750 ml. $10.99
J. Lohr Riverstone Chardonnay
750 ml. $ 9.99
Toasted Head Chardonnay
750 ml. $10.99
Morgan Chardonnay
750 ml. $15.99
Sterling Cabernet Sauvignon
750 ml. $17.99
Stags Leap Artemis Cabernet
Sauvignon
750 ml. $36.99
Louis Martini Sonoma Cabernet
Sauvignon
750 ml. $10.99
BV Rutherford Cabernet
Sauvignon
750 ml. $19.99
Simi Cabernet Sauvignon
750 ml. $16.99
Edna Valley Sauvignon Blanc
750 ml. $ 8.99
Merryvale Starmont Sauvignon
Blanc
750 ml. $12.99
St Supery Sauvignon Blanc
750 ml. $12.99
Cline Red Truck
750 ml. $ 6.99
Antinori Santa Christina
750 ml. $ 8.99

Icardi Barbera Tabarin
750 ml. $ 8.99
Luigi Pira Dolcetto D'Alba
750 ml. $ 9.99
Allegrini Palazzo Della Torre
750 ml. $12.99
Banfi Brunello Di Montalcino
750 ml. $47.99
Veramonte Primus
750 ml. $12.99
Los Vascos Cabernet Sauvignon
750 ml. $ 7.99
Samantha Starr Pinot Noir
750 ml. $ 9.99
Marquis Philips S2 Cabernet
Sauvignon
750 ml. $26.99
Marquis Philips Shiraz 9
750 ml. $26.99
Angus The Bull Cabernet
Sauvignon
750 ml. $ 9.99
Rosemount Shiraz
750 ml. $ 8.99
Moet & Chandon White Star
750 ml. $28.99
Veuve Clicquot Brut N/V
750 ml. $33.99
Zardetto Prosecco
750 ml. $ 9.99
Domaine Chandon Brut & Blanc
de Noir
750 ml. $13.99

(Cannot be combined with
any other
offer or promotion. Prices valid
12-1-2005 - 12-8-2005)

VALUE + QUALITY + CONVENIENCE = TOWN & COUNTRY

25%
OFF
WINE
Buy any mix and match case of wine
and receive 25% off!
(No further discount on sale items, mix and match sale and regularly priced
items for quantity discount. Valid on 750ml size only.
Cannot be combined with any other offer or promotion.
Valid 12-1-2005 - 12-17-2005, must present this coupon at purchase.)

20% OFF Pre-Made
Baskets
Buy any pre-made basket and receive 20% off!
(Valid on pre-made baskets only. Cannot be combined with
any other offer or promotion.
Valid 12-1-2005 - 12-17-2005, must present this coupon at purchase.)

Rabbit Corkscrew
$39.99

25% OFF
Any Riedel Glassware

(Cannot be combined with
any other offer or promotion.
Valid 12-1-2005 - 12-17-2005, must present this coupon at purchase.)

(Cannot be combined with
any other offer or promotion.
Valid 12-1-2005 - 12-17-2005, must present this coupon at purchase.)

WESTFIELD - 333 South Ave. East, Westfield NJ 07090
908-232-8700
Hours: Mon. - Thurs. 9 a.m. - 9 p.m. Fri. - Sat. 9 a.m - 10 p.m. Sunday - 12 noon - 7 p.m
Free Parking
We are not responsible for typographical errors. Prices do not include sales tax. We reserve the right to limit quantities while supplies last. T&C accepts MC, AE, VS, DV.
In the event of error the lowest price allowed by New Jersey State Law will apply.
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Should Governments, Boards and
Counties Be Merged in Our State?
New Jersey government entities borrowed enormous sums of money to contend with operating
budget appetites, under-funded pensions, enlarged
salaries and benefit commitments and failed school
construction initiatives. This has occurred to such
an extent that debt cannot be expanded to deal with
these issues as prohibited by the State Constitution
and as ordered by the State Supreme Court.
Arguably, Wall Street imposes more practical
limits on government borrowing by setting the
bond ratings. New Jersey crossed over the line a
year or so ago and the bond rating was clobbered.
Acting Governor Richard Codey brought it back
under the threshold and the bond rating has since
been stabilized.
Every means thought of and possible to date for
increasing revenues, from gambling to traffic fines,
has been tapped.
Our new Governor Jon Corzine will have his
hands full dealing with this legacy and meeting his
campaign promises.
How will this be dealt with? Unfortunately, the
old standby method seems to be the only alternative – increasing property taxes. There are basically no controls on this hated, but readily accessible, form of taxation in New Jersey.
Calls for a property-tax convention have failed
after much rhetoric. In fact, it never was a serious
effort from the start because all talk was limited to
only about how to tax, not coupled with how to
bridle expenditures and debt.
A new discussion is on the horizon now. The
Summit Common Council and the Change County
Government Steering Committee will co-sponsor
an educational forum entitled “The Millburn and
Summit Studies on County Government.” This
forum, the third of four offered at various locations in Union and Essex County, will take place
at the Summit City Hall Building, 512 Springfield
Avenue, Summit, in the Council Chambers from
7:30 to 9 p.m. on Thursday, December 15. The
featured speakers will be Millburn’s Mayor Tom
McDermott and Summit Councilwoman P. Kelly
Hatfield. The forum is free and open to the general
public.
Last week, a steering committee looking into
either abolishing or reducing the size of county
government held a meeting in Cedar Grove. It
featured a Massachusetts state senator who helped
in reducing the number of county governments in
his home state from 14 to five.
There is a big difference between New Jersey
and Massachusetts. Massachusetts’ counties were
facing fiscal emergencies when they were chopped.
Also, the state assumed control of much of the
operations handled by the county; i.e., county
hospitals and the courts. Despite Massachusetts’
action, the county portion of property taxes was
not reduced, although tax increases leveled off.
New Jersey has 21 counties, 566 municipal
governments and 603 school boards, not to mention numerous authorities, agencies and organizations, which all have a stake in how government
spends, how money is borrowed and how taxes are
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imposed.
Would merging services reduce property
taxes? How would the various government
unions react to such a move? Should the county
jails be under state control? Should the prosecutors be in the state budget? Should municipalities assume control over maintenance of county
roads in their jurisdiction? Does it make sense
to have 21 municipal tax assessors or should the
county assume this responsibility? Is there merit
to merging school districts to save money on
administrative costs?
Massachusetts voters approved a proposition
to limit county budget increases to 2.5 percent
annually. Would such a restriction work in New
Jersey? What about outstanding bonded debt?
Neighboring Essex County is approaching $100
million in debt.
According to Summit Councilwoman Kelly
Hatfield, county government in New Jersey costs
taxpayers $6 billion annually. But would shifting
county operations to the state and towns actually
save taxpayers money? Or is this simply shifting
county government from the property tax to the
state income tax?
We encourage the Change County Government
Steering Committee to continue their efforts with
more of a focus on projected cost savings and not
simply a shift in responsibilities.
It seems easy to pick on the county, but there
appears to be the need for county government to
bridge the gap between the state and towns. The
question now is what should that role be?
There are many other questions such as why
does government spend more than it has? – “Because they can?” Some think spending more than
one has is progressive and good policy – well,
maybe, at times.
For the property taxpayer at the end of the line
that is forced to pay the bill, it’s beyond mounting
frustration for many. Too many are feeding out of
the trough fed by the bleeding stream of this open
wallet.
We don’t see property tax conventions or forums on county government having much of a
chance to be effective, although we heartedly
encourage the dialogue. The issues are too complex and the interest groups are too deeply entrenched. Even well-meaning elected officials admit they have little control.
Since it’s all about money – your money –
radical simplicity may be the only solution. Perhaps — limit the allowable amount of property
tax, period. Put it all in a pot and force the special
interest groups to fight it out amongst themselves
for their slice. If someone wants a bigger slice,
they will have to take it from someone else – not
you. This may cause corruption and fraud to
implode in a self-policing manner.
This may help you from being taxed out of your
home. But, it will do little about ‘eminent domain’
– the other battle being raged and coming over the
horizon.
How did we get ourselves into this, anyway?

Letters to the Editor
Don’t Be Confused: There Is Only
One Westfield United Way
Dear Fellow Westfielders: Don’t be
confused. There is only one Westfield
United Way (WUW). It has been the
WUW since 1937 that has assisted in
maintaining the unseen safety net of human care services in our town should you,
your family or your neighbors ever need
it.
It was the WUW that coordinated the
multifaceted support for the families devastated by September 11th and continues
to do so today. It was WUW that in
response to citizens’ request developed
the WORD (Westfield Organizations
Resource Directory) supplying useful information regarding resources available
to all Westfield residents. It was the WUW
senior-citizen survey that identified the
needs of our elderly neighbors, resulting
in development of a senior transportation
service and the handyman program, both
facilitated by our member agency, American Red Cross of Westfield &
Mountainside. It was the WUW that
worked with the Westfield Caring Community Council to help settle Kosovo
refugee families and will be doing the
same for Katrina Gulf Coast families.
These are just a few examples of our local
touch.
This is our nature. We are proud to be
a locally focused grassroots agency. We
are Westfielders helping Westfielders and
always have been. This local focus supports the 19 human care agencies that

have demonstrated service to Westfield
residents. Through your support of us,
these agencies are also able to serve other
residents of the county as well, such as
ARC (Association of Retarded Citizens)
of Union County, Cerebral Palsy League
of Union County, Mental Health Association of Union County, Prevention Links
(substance abuse prevention), Union
County Legal Services, Visiting Health
Services of Union County, to name just a
few. Every year, each of these agencies
must demonstrate the value and effectiveness of their programs and undergo a
review of their financial condition by our
Fund Distribution Committee to ensure
your dollars are spent wisely. This is our
promise to you.
All of this is accomplished by a staff of
only 1 full-time and 2 part-time dedicated
employees, allowing the WUW to boast
of a low dollar-donated-to-cost ratio that
is the envy of many a charitable organization, much less our fellow United Ways.
Our secret is simple; it is the more than
300 neighbors who volunteer their time
and talents year after year as a way to give
back to others.
For more than 70 years through your
generous support, WUW has been consistently improving the lives of our neighbors
in need. And we will continue to do so.
Scott Cassie
Vice President Board of Trustees
Westfield United Way

Rescue Squad Optimistic of Future
In Continuing to Attract Volunteers
The Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad
thanks The Westfield Leader for publishing an editorial in its December 1 issue
that indicates that our squad answers in
excess of 2,400 calls every year that in no
way costs the patient any expense.
Our squad is funded entirely by donations (which are tax deductible) and
manned by 60-plus certified EMTs who
are all volunteers and receive no monetary compensation for their service to
the town. Additionally, we receive no
monies from the municipal government
to offset our expenses, so there is no
impact on any homeowner as far their tax
dollar is concerned.
We are in a position where each and
every duty crew is covered by at least two

EMTs. We have been certified by the
state as a class site for teaching basic
EMT courses and every class that has
been held at our location has been very
well attended.
From our perspective, as long as the
businesses and residents of the Town of
Westfield continue to support their squad,
we will attract the volunteers necessary to
continue to provide the best service to the
residents, visitors and guests of the town.
We are very optimistic that future
volunteerism, – as far as EMTs are concerned – is very healthy indeed and we
look forward to providing the best care
for many years to come.
Executive Board
Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad

Westfielder Urges Residents to Attend
Cell Tower Meeting on Dec. 14
On Wednesday, December 14 at 7
p.m., in the Westfield Municipal Building on East Broad Street, the Westfield
Board of Adjustment will hear and consider the continuation of Cingular Wireless’ application for numerous variances
and site plan approval for the construction of an 85-foot cell phone tower on
the Wychwood Gardens property. I urge
not only the directly affected residents
of the surrounding neighborhoods, but
also all residents of Westfield, to turn
out at the hearing and voice their opposition to this application.
Any resident who feels that his or her
neighborhood will not be affected should
think again. Cingular indicated at the previous hearing that it is scouting out other
locations in residential neighborhoods in
Westfield to construct more towers.
Your neighborhood could be next on
its hit list. If the present application is

granted, it will be much easier for
Cingular to argue in the future for the
granting of additional approvals for other
towers in town.
This is an issue that affects all of us.
Do we want industrial towers to be
constructed in Westfield’s residential
neighborhoods?
This week, I am hand-delivering a 10page letter to the Board of Adjustment
and our other elected and appointed officials with citations to decisions from
other towns that successfully defeated
similar applications. This is a battle that
we can win.
At the previous hearing, more than
100 residents showed up in opposition
to Cingular’s application. I hope to see
at least as many of you at the December
14 hearing.
Joe Aronds
Westfield

DWC Dir. Comments on Editorial,
‘W’ Lawsuit With WF Chamber
Over my four years as executive director of the Downtown Westfield Corporation (DWC), I have made a point of not
responding to adverse comments on the
editorial or news page. However, I must
respond to the editorials/cartoons in The
Westfield Leader’s election issue and subsequent editions, as they are a grave disservice to the town and the volunteers
who make downtown Westfield the success that it is.
Until reading your editorial, neither I
nor any of us at the DWC was aware that
you feel the DWC owes you money.
There are no unpaid bills from The
Westfield Leader in possession of the
DWC, and no communications from you
to this effect. Furthermore, our annual,
audited financial statements reflect no
such outstanding accounts payable. Had
you made the DWC aware of this issue,
I’m sure we could have resolved it.
The Record Press, Suburban News,
Courier News, Union County Voice, The
Star-Ledger have printed most of the
DWC’s press releases over the years, and
worked with us to communicate the downtown news and events to the community.
Only The Westfield Leader refuses to
print the DWC’s press releases or converts them to editorials – frequently confusing the facts and re-writing them in a
sensationalized or controversial manner.
We would be pleased to advertise more
frequently in The Westfield Leader if we
were able to forge a partnership.
You insinuate that the DWC is somehow attempting to skirt its by-laws with
respect to the appointment of a new volunteer board member. In fact, the DWC
does not appoint its own board members.
They are appointed by the Town Council.
Furthermore, the Town Council has not
made any changes to the DWC’s by-laws
with respect to the appointment of directors. The Council, with the DWC Board
input, has recently discussed the possibility of some changes to the DWC’s bylaws regarding the composition of the
board but has taken no action. As for the
board position currently open, the applications for this position go directly to the
Mayor’s office the DWC does not handle
or consider them in any way.
You questioned the legality and rationale for the DWC hiring off-duty police
officers for the downtown. We hired these
officers to supplement the overstretched
police resources in response to concerns
expressed by the downtown businesses
and residents of an escalation of incidents
involving crowds at the Rialto Theater
and elsewhere. This is a common practice
of Special Improvement Districts and
specifically included in the enabling legislation. This pilot program has been successful.

The issue of the trademark W was
more than an argument about a letter of
the alphabet. We simply asked the
Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce
not to use our branding created by the
DWC on a gift card program that we
have some specific concerns about, as
does our state legislature, which has
two bills pending concerning similar
programs and their related problems. In
spite of this, we pledge to continue to
work cooperatively.
The occupancy rate downtown continues at a solid 97 percent. Investment in
downtown exceeded $25 million in the
past three years alone. Over 125 buildings have been rehabilitated. Over 100
facades have been enhanced. Event activity has increased. The vibrant local shopping and dining is the envy of many.
“Mom and pop” retailers (over 40 percent
of our total retail) have done well and
over 31 percent of our retailers have been
in business 25 years or more. Downtown
and residential real estate values have
advanced. Many business owners and
residents often report they are very happy
with the changes in town and often make
recommendations on how to make it better. Many volunteers have contributed to
the success of the DWC.
Your editorials have suggested that it is
time to review the leadership and functionality of the DWC. Officers are elected
annually within the volunteer Board of
Directors. The staff is reviewed annually.
Our mission, goals and objectives are
documented and our accomplishments
are made known in press releases, communications and in an annual report to the
Town Council, business owners and the
community and can be found on our
website www.WestfieldToday.com.
Your last and all encompassing issue
was “Has the DWC morphed into something unintended.” The DWC Board of
Directors, committee volunteers and I
strongly disagree. Our accomplishments
and its continuing mission keep Westfield
downtown economically vibrant, attractive, user-friendly and safe and have received state and national accolades. We
need to keep it moving forward.
I am proud to serve my town and have
done so with honor and the utmost integrity on behalf of the downtown business
community, a job that can be very difficult and extremely rewarding. True leadership is always controversial, but controversy for the sake of controversy only
divides the community. We look forward
to working with our volunteers and welcoming new volunteers to the DWC in
2006.
Sherry Cronin
DWC Executive Director
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Diction Deception
Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of diction?
If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read individual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!
All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.
Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Omphalocele – An umbilical hernia
2. Omophagia – The eating of raw flesh
3. Maugre – In spite of; in opposition to
4. Palpless – Having no feelers; such as
with insects
SOE
1. A large wooden vessel for holding
water
2. Folklore with reference to the sun
3. A toll formerly taken by millers for
grinding grain
4. In old English law, the power or
privilege of holding court in a given district
ANTEPHIALTIC
1. A cover or lid for a basin or bowl
2. Preventing nightmare
3. A soothsayer; prophet
4. Food or drink presented as an appetizer
THAROS
1. In botany, a spore case or sac as for
ferns or mosses
2. An ancient Greek lighthouse
3. A small American butterfly having
orange wings spotted with black and white
4. In Greek mythology, the Muse of
pastoral and comic poetry
MESSET
1. A piece of land cultivated by the
tenant for a share of the proceeds
2. A dog
3. Thin, soft, twilled silk cloth
4. An unsettled or confused state

Letters to
the Editor
Skibitsky Thanks
Voters for Support
I am honored that the people of
Westfield have elected me to a four-year
mayoral term. Thank you for your trust
and confidence.
I want to express my appreciation to
the Westfield voters for their participation in the election process. I have often
said that our involved citizens are key to
our town’s strength. I also want to thank
all of the candidates who spent hundreds
of hours of their time seeking to improve
Westfield. Their campaigns contributed
many positive ideas that will help improve our town in the years to come.
I am also grateful for the scores of
people who volunteered for my campaign.
I am humbled by your support. Finally, I
want to thank my wife Debbie and our
four children. Your love and support allow me to continue in public service. The
families of candidates make the greatest
sacrifice and are often overlooked.
Thank you all and I look forward to
continuing our public discussion over the
next four years as together we work to
make our great town even better.
Andrew Skibitsky
Mayor
Westfield

‘Guys And Dolls’ at
Deerfield School, Great!
The students at Deerfield School under
the direction, guidance and talent of
Jeannette Maraffi performed the production of “Guys and Dolls,” Jr. Mrs. Maraffi
is a tireless perfectionist and that asset
was evident in the casting and talent of the
many students who performed.
Our hats go off to Assistant Director
and Choreographer Elizabeth Murad and
Wayne DeVico for his outstanding assistance in design and set building. And to
Principal Burkardt, you should be very
proud of the hard work displayed by the
students, the staff and the many volunteers who assisted with ticket sales, program book, painting and costumes.
For those of us sitting in the audience
and watching these students perform, it
truly was an experience. It was almost as
though the roll was designed for that
student.
A truly magnificent role was played by
Rebecca Witt as Miss Adelaide and by
Danielle Fine as Miss Sarah. Their voices
echoed the room and their performance
out shined the spotlights that were beamed
in their direction. I think we were all
mesmerized by the immense talent of
Alex DeRose as Nicely-Nicely, Tom
Black as Benny, Michael McGee as Rusty,
Dylan Turner as Sky and there are not
enough words to describe the remarkable
performance by Robbie Krienke as Nathan
Detroit.
But in order to make the production a
complete success, it couldn’t be done
without the other talented performers with
roles as the Hot Box Girls, Crapshooters,
the policeman and the Mission Band. A
cooperative effort by everyone made for
an extremely enjoyable evening.
For Eric Whyte in his role as Brother
Arvide Abernathy, there’s always a job
waiting for you with the Peace Corps.
And for Harry the Horse played by Dylan
Cunningham and Big Jule played by Joe
Komisinski, you guys were absolutely
great!
So Mrs. Maraffi, if in the beginning
you had any thoughts or reservations about
“Guys and Dolls” being a gamble or you
didn’t know where the ball would stop or
the chips would fall, you rolled them dice
and scored a big return on your investment. Congratulations to everyone!
Gary Whyte
Mountainside

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm
Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm
Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com
For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

Thursday, December 8, 2005

It Won’t Be Snowing in New
Orleans This Christmas

WF Optimists to Include
Food for Katrina Victims

By CHRISTINA HO

erything is rotted and saturated and has
a foul odor of having festered in a dingy
I remember snow for Christmas dur- wet basement for ages.
I was ripping down sheetrock and I
ing my senior year at Westfield High
School in 1997. It wasn’t cold. It was saw the familiar maggots burrowed in
filled with warmth, as were the feelings the spongy fiberglass. They were unbeof “peace on earth and goodwill to- lievably massive. I poked around relucwards men.” I live in San Francisco tantly, suspicious of their origin. And
now and there is no snow here. Having then I saw it. The pink insulation faded
recently returned from volunteering in to deep green-black mold and just barely
the 9th Ward in New Orleans, I thought discernable was an odd looking dark
Westfielders would like to know that brown fur. “S###!” I screamed.
I called ASPCA and animal control,
there will be no snow in New Orleans
but I was told if the animal was dead, I
this Christmas.
Rose Boler of the 9th Ward seemed would have to dispose of it myself. I
immune to her gruesome surround- thought there was a more sanitary and
ings. Amazingly, she was filled with proper protocol for disposing of a dead
animal, but the woman
optimism and portrayed
on the phone told me
stubborn pride. Perhaps
during these times unthere was no other way
der the circumstances,
for her to be, given the
to tie it up in three plasdevastation and having
tic bags and toss it with
lost everything she
the rest of the trash on
owned.
the street.
In her dignified manI could have puked
ner, Rose is determined
right in my mask or cried
to rebuild, knowing it
or swore. OK, so I did
must be done all on her
swear. I just wanted it
own. Above all, her
out. I couldn’t lift it bemind is focused on movcause of the awkward
ing forward and not
low-angled ceiling in
harping on the injustice
the crawl space. I placed
of past events. She was
Rose Boler
a wheelbarrow beneath
Christina Ho
so appreciative for the
the hole in the ceiling I
few days I volunteered.
I think I only caught her once hang- had poked and pushed its body over the
ing her head low and shaking it in hole so it would drop down. I rushed to
disbelief as she hauled out remains of tears as I tossed its limp body on top of
her home onto the street. Otherwise, other trash.
“Should we say some words?” Most
she had her chin up and her hopes high
throughout. She is a rare example of turned away — too sick to think about
it. I said quietly to the lump in the sack,
fortitude and resilience.
The week I spent there was chilling. “Sorry little one.”
The crew I was with was a collective
It’s hard to put this into words, but it’s
far worse than I could have imagined. I of several groups of volunteers, like the
feel uneasy and filled with anxiety. California Nurse’s Society, pro-bono
Several times since returning, I tried to lawyers, carpenters and a slew of nonfall asleep but was overwhelmed by profits that converged in the communal
feeling that things were crawling all effort — from D.C. to California to
over me. I dreamed of apocalyptic cock- Canada to New York — the people
roaches spiraling around my arms. I were from all over in every sense.
The whole time I was there, I didn’t
keep picturing those dead dogs and
smelling the stench of festering mold, stop to take photos or journal or reflect
rotting flesh and food. The images of at all on what I was witnessing; it was
destruction remain in my head — the all too much to take in.
The great memories I have are those
makeshift “Help!” signs, collapsed
roofs, cars on their hoods, boats on of Rose and her wonderful expressions,
front lawns, baby toys and cribs, toilet her little pearls of wisdom (I can’t
seats, body counts scribbled on homes remember them all).
“Baby, you know I always saved my
in florescent spray paint. Above all, the
good plates and settings for important
silence of the 9th Ward is eerie.
It is a ghost town. The remnants of occasions – for special guests. Only for
people’s lives are strewn all over in Thanksgiving, Christmas, Easter. Now
awkward and unimaginable places. At it’s all gone. What a waste. I shoulda
night, it is pitch black and stray cats and used ‘dem settings every chance I had.
dogs are wandering about with a rabid Don’t save ‘em for nothin’. You got
nice things? Eat yo’ damn cereal outta
and terrified look on their faces.
“Gutting” is the common term used yo’ good china. You the special guest.
for stripping a home completely of its You worth it.”
“Angel baby, this’ll make you apprecontents, including sheetrock, carpet,
insulation and ceilings, so that only the ciate everything when you get home.
framework remains —framework Promise me, when you get home, you
which, in some cases, is entirely coated care for yo’self everyday like it’s your
in that horrendous parasitic mold. Ev- last. Today I bought me a 3 dollah’ cupa
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HOMES DEVOURED...The destruction of homes in the 9th Ward of New
Orleans is pictured above. See story this page.

coffee. Three dollahs! You belie’ dat?!
I never, in all mah life, bought me a 3
dollah cupa coffee — never knew I was
worth three dollahs. Ain’t that something?”
Rose Boler, a resident of the 9th
ward in New Orleans for over 25 years,
raised her four children in a home and
neighborhood entirely devoured by
Hurricanes Katrina and Rita. Amidst
devastation, hopelessness and eerie
abandonment, she does not curse the
government like so many livid former
residents. She did not complain about
the toxic floodwater that inundated her
humble one-story home to the rooftop.
However, she had no patience for her
daughter’s boyfriend, Eric, who she
claimed took too many breaks as we
gutted her home this Thanksgiving.
“He so lazy. Look at him, afraid to get
dirty! I don’t get him.”
Rose encouraged me to eat peanut
M&M’s for energy and repeatedly
warned me about protruding nails on the
floor and beams. She watched to be sure
I washed properly after we finished for
the day. She reminded me to rest well
and drink lots of water. She scolded me
when she caught me taking a drag of a
cigarette with the other volunteers.
“Ooooh girl, don’t you start with dat
nastiness, come ovah here right now
child!”
Rose, with a wide, gap-toothed grin
and flawless ebony skin stopped momentarily during our tedious work to
praise, “This is what they should be
puttin on the TV. Not the hurricane and
all this mess. All ‘dem black folks
stealin’ and lootin’. But showin’ what
ya’ll doin’ for me. You my angels, you
know dat? You is. I love you, I do.”
Rose beamed as Common Ground
Relief volunteers surprised us with bag
lunches. She couldn’t stop raving about
this “new kinda food,” referring to the
vegetarian meals that the eco-friendly
crew concocted. She added, “Now see,
I never woulda known you could eat a
different way. This veggie food is all
right. Ya know, mmm mmmm, I do
love my lunch!”
Since her personal belongings were
all destroyed, Rose wears donated clothing that doesn’t quite fit her tall frame,
but it hangs clean and crisp on her

body. Mostly because of how she tends
to carry herself dignified and proud,
she never appeared un-kept. She suits
up in an old blue EMT suit and wraps
a clean dew rag on her head. She looks
like a more impressive and believable
version of Rosie the Riveter.
Rose reminisced how she cooked
army portions of food for her whole
block for no particular occasion: Red
beans and rice, gumbo, chicken, collards, biscuits and all sorts of pies.
Everyone would come over and watch
TV, drink wine and eat good homecooked food. “Then we would all sleep
on the floor together.” Everything’s all
gone now.
Do not pity Rose Boler. Share your
sweat and half your veggie burrito, and
you will be her “angel baby.” I can
smell the red beans and rice she spoke
of and anxiously await the day I’ll
return to taste them.
Rose habitually expressed that she is
not a “selfish woman” and she does not
expect any handouts. But, if you would
like to wish her Merry Christmas or
send her a card, Rose lives at 5818 Eads
Street, New Orleans, LA 70122.
Mail is extremely slow. Her daughter sent a package overnight and it
arrived three weeks later. She does not
have e-mail, but she was donated a cell
phone (504) 352-5723. I’ll warn you,
she’s not too savvy with it!
Editor’s Note: Christina Ho graduated from Westfield High School in
1998 and from Brandeis University in
2001 — Magna Cum Laude, Phi Beta
Kappa, B.A English and East Asian
Studies. She has volunteered and
worked in New Zealand, Thailand,
Spain, Kenya, Tanzania, Uganda and
Nepal. She now resides in San Francisco, working as a 4th grade teacher.
She can be contacted by e-mail,
christinaho80@yahoo.com.
Her brother Lawrence graduated from
Harvard in 2000 — Cum Laude. B.A.
Economics. He earned his M.B.A. at
Columbia University and he is a Management Consultant in New York City.
Her eldest brother, Jonathan, graduated from Cornell in 1998 B.A. Economics. He is a FDNY firefighter for
Ladder 8 in Tribeca, NY.
Her parents reside in Westfield.

WESTFIELD — In early December of 1989, charter members of the
newly formed Westfield Optimist
Club were looking for a special project
to benefit the community. It was the
late Bill DiLouie who on the spur of
the moment and with a few colleagues
started assembling baskets of food to
distribute to needy families in town a
few days before Christmas. That year,
they passed out 45 baskets, and a
tradition was born.
Holiday Food Baskets is the Optimists’ oldest project. Since that first
inspired and hastily arranged effort,
the club has delivered some 850 baskets to date, by the estimate of this
year’s club president, Jeffrey
Feldman. “And the 75 we will provide this year, our 17th,” says
Feldman, “will take us to over 900
meals.”
The club’s community budget covers the costs of about 60 baskets, and
individual members are sponsoring
the remaining 15. This year there is
an additional goal: the club hopes to
put together some extra baskets for
several families who have been relocated to Perth Amboy by Hurricane
Katrina. To help meet the needs of all
those people, the Optimist Club is
seeking sponsorships of individual
baskets from members of the local
community.

Each basket contains the fixings
for a complete Christmas dinner, including a turkey, potatoes, vegetables,
fruit and dessert. King’s of Garwood
very generously fills and assembles
all the boxes for much less than what
the contents actually cost. Several
other local merchants support the club
to help brighten the holidays for fellow townspeople in need.
The Optimists will gather early on
Saturday, December 17 to load up the
goods and deliver them around town.
Club members will readily tell anyone who asks that this is the project,
more than any other, that each year
gives them the purest joy.
Members of the Westfield community interested in participating this
year by sponsoring a basket (at $35)
for the hurricane victims in Perth
Amboy should send their contributions to the Optimist Club of
Westfield, P.O. Box 2213, Westfield,
NJ 07091, or contact the project chairmen, Dave Owens at (908) 301-1899
or Thom Hornish at (732) 381-3654.
IRS 2006 standard mileage rates
(cents per mile) for use of a car
will be· 44.5 for business, 18 for
medical or moving and· 14 for
charitable. Katrina charitable rates
will be 32 for deduction and 44.5
for reimbursement.

Not only do we have wines from the Wine Spectator’s Top 100, but we
also have our own Top 10 Under Appreciated Wines of the Year
Clovely Estate Verdelho 2003 (Australia) $10.99

Leth Zweigelt Gigama 2002 (Austria) $63.99

The Verdelho grape is mainly famous for making dessert wines in Madeira, but
the Aussies have turned it into a stunning dry table wine. Light and bone dry, this
has all kinds of citrus and tropical fruit tones, balanced by spice and grapefruit
rind. A wake-up call with cheese and crackers before dinner.

No wine magazine will single out a red cross of two grapes from a country that,
when it is recognized, which is rare, is recognized for its whites. This isn’t just an
exceptional Zweigelt, it is great wine. Boysenberry, blackberry, dark cherry, a
sprinkling of peppercorn and herb with light earth and oak. Velvet in the mouth.

Tiefenbrunner Lagrein 2003 (Italy) $24.99

Rottlan Torra Priorat Reserva 2000 (Spain) $18.99

Lagrein is a cooler climate red grape from the Alpine area of Italy. Well structured,
with subtle oak tones and smooth cherry and red berry fruits. Enough acidity to
make a great versatile and elegant food wine.

No region in Spain is hotter or more prized among collectors than Priorat. There
is almost nothing from there that sells for under $30, but that is only part of what
makes this blend of Grenache, Carignan and Cabernet such a bargain. Complex
black fruit and berry elements blend with spice and earth tones. It suggests you
have some lamb and consider yourself a great bargain hunter.

Garretson “The Celeidh” Rose 2003 (California) $23.99
So deep in pink color that it almost isn’t a rose. Very ripe and filled with flavors
of cranberry and rhubarb cherry. Creamy and light on the palate. Made from
70% Syrah with the addition of 3 other Rhone valley grapes. The very best of dry
California Rose. Try with turkey, ham, and salmon or before dinner.

Lagler Gruner Veltliner Smaragd Steinborz 2003 (Austria) $34.99

The Most Under Appreciated
Wine of the Year

Monarchia Estates Olivier 2004 (Hungary) $13.99
An obscure white grape with powerful floral and spice aromatics. Clean and
bright on the palate, it has tones of lemon and guava. Crisp acid and a lingering
finish that suggests just slightly under ripe honeydew.

Shottesbrooke “Bernesh Bray” Fine old
Tawny Port (Australia) $39.99

Leal Estate Merlot 2002 (California) $29.99
There are any number of famous California Merlots that promise what the Leal
delivers at two or three times the price. Lots of jammy dark red fruit and
enough French oak to give structure to the soft almost lush mouth-feel. When
people ask for a really good Merlot, this is the platonic ideal they have in mind.
They just don’t know the name.

Your Favorite Vodka
Absolut 80
Ketel One
Grey Goose
Pravda
Smirnoff
Stolichnaya
Skyy
Wolfschmidt
Gordons

$31.99
$34.99
$25.99
$26.99
$18.99
$30.99
$23.99
$13.99
$14.99

Your Favorite Cordials
1.75L
1.75L
750ml
750ml
1.75L
1.75L
1.75L
1.75L
1.75L

FALL SPECIAL!

%
10OFF

After your holiday meal, nothing will compare to this. Made from 50 year old
Grenache vines, harvested over ten vintages, you can actually taste the varietal
character of the grapes. Figs, raisins, butterscotch, almonds, spice, orange-peel
and enough acid to keep it clean on its endless finish. Perfect with dessert or with
the dimming fire after the relatives have left. As good as it gets.

Any 2 bottles
of wine with
this coupon

Mix & Match is O.K. Sale items are excluded. 750ml only.
Expires 12/14/05

Baileys
Romana Sambuca
Kahlua
Southern Comfort
Amaretto Di Saronno

$17.99
$17.99
$15.99
$13.99
$18.99

Austria’s greatest grape (Gruner Veltliner) and wine region (the Wachau) at its
highest ripeness level (Smaragd) at about half the price of most similar wines.
Mineral dry and filled with bright citrus, lavender, white pepper and vibrant acidity.
Deep on the palate but not imposing. This will improve for at least a decade.

Casa Silva Carmenere Reserva 2004 (Chile) $9.99
A great everyday red filled with raspberry, plum and red fruits. Soft and rounded
with much more flavor than a Merlot at this price would give you.

Matilda Plains Shiraz/Cabernet/Merlot 2003 (Australia) $14.99
By adding a little bit of Merlot to this traditional Australian blend, winemaker
Rebecca Wilson has created a supple wine with integrated tannins. Silky red and
black fruit tones make any hearty winter fare a treat. Very food flexible.

Your Favorite Gin / Rum
750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml

Gift
Baskets

Our Gift Baskets make Holiday Shopping
Easy! Pick from our ready-made selections
or let us design something special for you.

Bombay Sapphire
Tanqueray
Hendricks
Beefeater
Gordons
Seagrams

$34.99
$30.99
$27.99
$28.99
$14.99
$15.99

1.75L
1.75L
750ml
1.75L
1.75L
1.75L

Captain Morgan
Bacardi Silver
Bacardi Gold
Malibu

$23.99
$19.99
$19.99
$23.99

1.75L
1.75L
1.75L
1.75L

JOIN OUR
WINE OF THE MONTH
CLUB!
A perfect gift! Have up to three wines
delivered to your door each month with a
very informative newsletter. Call for details.

Your Favorite Whiskey
Jack Daniels
Jim Beam
Seagrams 7

$35.99
$23.99
$14.99

1.75L
1.75L
1.75L

Your Favorite Scotch
Dewars White Label
Chivas Regal
Johnnie Walker Black
Johnnie Walker Red
Clan MacGregor

20
10

%
OFF
%
OFF

$29.99
$51.99
$55.99
$28.99
$16.99

1.75L
1.75L
1.75L
1.75L
1.75L

Any 12 bottles
or more of wine
Any 6 bottles
or more of wine

Mix & Match is O.K. Sale items are excluded. 750ml only.

We reserve the right to limit quantities while quantities last. Not responsible for typographical errors. All prices do not include state sales tax.

1120 South Avenue West, Westfield NJ • 908-232-5341

HOURS: Monday - Saturday: 9am to 9:30pm • Sunday: 12pm to 8pm
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Library to Hold Activities
Featuring Holiday Themes

STRONG COMPETITORS…Westfield Boy Scout Troop No. 73 and their leaders were participants in the New Jersey Scout Orienteering Championship held
recently at Washington’s Crossing State Park. Pictured, from left to right, are:
Front row, Evan Korunow, John Lizzo and John Gilmartin, and back row,
Patrick Ireland, JP Zavodny, Scoutmaster Alec Ireland, Assistant Scoutmaster
John Korunow and John Falzon.

Troop 73 Earns High Scores
During Orienteering Event
WESTFIELD – Boy Scout Troop
No. 73 of Westfield participated for
the first time this year in the New
Jersey Scout Orienteering Championships that were held at Washington’s
Crossing State Park near Titusville.
Sponsored and organized by the
Delaware Valley Orienteering Association, the competition was attended
by more than 600 Boy Scouts and
Girls Scouts from 52 units.
During this event, scouts run or
walk a course in the woods, using
only a map and compass to guide
them. Control locations, or markers,
are designated on their maps and the
scouts’ goal is to find them in the
woods.
Orienteering is a popular sport in
Europe and is known as the “thinking
sport;” it is not always the fastest
runner who wins. Strategy and route
selection are important elements of
competitive orienteering.
The morning events featured individual competition, and Troop No. 73
placed three teams in the top 10 in two
different events. JP Zavodny and Patrick
Ireland placed fourth in the Advanced
Scout competition, with 11 controls,
covering approximately 2.5 miles.
The team of John Falzon and John
Gilmartin finished seventh on the
Advanced Scout course. Scoutmaster Alec Ireland and Assistant Scoutmaster John Korunow placed first on
the Advanced Adult Leader course,
which included 13 controls and covered approximately three miles.

In the afternoon, the troops participated in a “Score” competition, in
which controls are assigned a point
value based upon the distance from
the start, and can be visited in any
order. Troops were given one hour to
visit as many controls as possible. In
this event, the Troop with the highest
score wins. Troop No. 73, led by
Assistant Senior Patrol Leader John
Falzon and Phoenix Patrol Leader
John Gilmartin, placed third overall.

Our Lady Of Lourdes
Reschedules Concert
MOUNTAINSIDE – Due to the
predicted snow storm, the Parish
Community of Our Lady of Lourdes
Church has rescheduled their annual
Holiday Concert to a new date and
time— Sunday, December 11, at 3
p.m. The concert was originally
scheduled for Monday evening, December 5.
Admission to the concert is free
and it will be held in the church located at 300 Central Avenue in
Mountainside. Featuring choirs from
the church, including the Children’s
Choir, the Contemporary Ensemble,
the Adult Parish Choir and soloists,
the concert will last approximately 1
hour, with refreshments to follow in
Pollard Hall. A congregational carol
sing-along will also be featured.
For further information, please call
Mary Ann Harmer, music director, at
(908) 232-3954.

La Marqué Fur Salon
Celebrating Our Silver Anniversary
In appreciation to all our
loyal customers, we proudly
announce a very Special
Anniversary Sale! All new
garments will be sold at
wholesale pricing! Plus, no
Sales Tax! This Sale applies to
in-stock garments. Never
before has any fur salon or
department store sold their
inventory at wholesale
pricing. Do not miss our
once-in-a-lifetime Anniversary
Sale and bring a friend.
All New Garments will be sold at
wholesale pricing! Plus, no Sales Tax!

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Memorial Library, located at 550 East
Broad Street, has revealed its calendar of upcoming holiday festivities
for both youth and adults.
As it did with Christmas stories,
the library will present Chanukah and
Kwanzaa stories and activities for
families with children ages three and
older. The Chanukah stories are
planned for Tuesday, December 13,
and the Kwanzaa stories for Tuesday,
December 27. Both programs will
start at 7 p.m.
For adults, the library will hold
three programs. The Holiday Celebration with Charles Dickens is
scheduled for tomorrow, Friday, December 9; the Celebration of Lights is
set for Friday, December 23, and
Kwanzaa, the Harvest Holiday, will
be observed on Friday, December 30.
All will be held at 1:30 p.m.
According to a library spokeswoman, these light-hearted discus-

Museum Invites Public
For Polish Christmas
WESTFIELD – Ancient Polish
Christmas customs will be featured
from 2 to 4 p.m. on Sunday, December 11, at the Miller-Cory House
Museum in Westfield.
Museum Vice-President Thomas
Sherry will present the program.
Melinda Mucha of Roselle Park and
Janet Murphy of Kenilworth will do
open-hearth cooking using authentic
Polish holiday recipes. Taste treats
will be available for visitors to sample.
Costumed docents will give tours
of the 1740 farmhouse, built by
Samuel Miller for his bride, Sabra.
The final tour will begin at 3:30 p.m.
Visitors also will learn about Casimir
Pulaski and Thaddeus Kosciusko –
Polish war heroes of the American
Revolution.
Individuals also are invited to visit
the museum’s gift shop, which features a variety of Colonial reproductions, crafts, cookbooks, homemade
jellies and educational items.
Admission to the museum is $2 for
adults, 50 cents for students and free
for children under age six. The museum is located at 614 Mountain Avenue.
On Sunday, December 18, from 2
to 4 p.m., the museum will feature
“Christmas Legends of the Animals,
Plants and Symbols of the Manger.”
For information about upcoming winter events or the many volunteer opportunities at the museum, please call
the museum office at (908) 232-1776.

sions are designed as a fun and informative way to get into the holiday
spirit and learn more about the holidays.
The last day to donate unwrapped
new or nearly new books for children
from preschool through age 14 will
be Saturday, December 10. They will
be distributed to needy families in
Union and Essex Counties. Donations will be accepted at the Circulation (front) Desk at the library.
Additionally for adults, the film
Hero will be shown December 13 at 1
and 7 p.m. Set in ancient China, the
movie reveals what it means to be a
hero.
“TGIF: Noel Coward: Mad Dogs
and Englishmen” will be featured on
Friday, December 16, at 1:30 p.m.
This program will celebrate the life
and times of the famous composer,
actor and wit.
The Friends of the Library will
hold a book discussion at 2 p.m. on
Thursday, January 26, on “The Jane
Austen Book Club.”
“Baby Rhyme Time,” for babies
who are not yet walking and a
caregiver, will take place on Thursday, December 15, from 10 to 10:20
a.m. Attendees participate in rhymes,
lap bounces, songs and clapping activities.
For more information or to register
for free adult programs, please call
(908) 789-4090, visit the library’s
website, www.wmlnj.org, or stop by
the library for a copy of its quarterly
newsletter.

‘Quiet Christmas’ Set
Sunday at Church
WESTFIELD – In response to
those who are feeling lonely, sad or
worried during the holidays, due to a
recent loss or other circumstances, a
Quiet Christmas worship service will
be held for the second year this Sunday, December 11, at 3 p.m. at The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield.
Co-sponsored along with the First
Baptist, First Congregational and
First United Methodist Churches in
Westfield, this special service will
focus on the ways in which God
reaches toward those people most in
need through the power of faith. It
also will reflect on how God entered
human history with a quiet message
of hope and comfort.
For more information about the
service, please call The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield at (908) 2330301. The church is located at 140
Mountain Avenue.

Yes, You Can . . .

stage house

restaurant and wine bar

Yes, You Can . . .
bring wine from your private selection and we will
waive the corkage fee every Tuesday.

Yes, You Can . . .
enjoy a great dining experience in a Colonial building with
its original fireplaces from 1737, with our new American fare
menu created by chef-owner Eric Hambrecht.
Check out our new affordable prices!

Yes, You Can . . .
enjoy our great menu at the place of your choice
(off-premises catering).

Alterations and monograms additional. Custom-made garments slightly higher. Very few restrictions apply.

900 South Avenue West, Westfield

908-232-3423
Ample parking in rear of salon.

THE TAVERN AT

STAGE HOUSE

366 park avenue, scotch plains, nj
908 322 4224

stage house
restaurant and wine bar
366 park avenue, scotch plains, nj
908 322 4224

M ARIO C. G URRIERI , E SQ .
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI & HEWIT
340 North Avenue

Cranford, New Jersey 07016

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?
Specializing in all aspects of Family Law
including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,
child support, division of assets, palimony,
premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,
restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to
changed financial circumstances, residence
removal from New Jersey, visitation
modifications and transfers of custody.

32 years of continuous practice in Family Law
Union County Early Settlement Arbitration
Panelist 25 years
Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Anuradha Lin Chaddah, MD, JD, MPH
has joined the practice of

Epifanio Calcara, MD

Dr. Chaddah
specializes in
Internal Medicine

Accredited Mediator
Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,
Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

For More Information:

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net

Dr. Chaddah previously trained and practiced at
Massachusetts General Hospital / Harvard Medical School
before relocating to New Jersey

908-789-0118
400 Center Street, Garwood NJ 07027

MR. AND MRS. JOHN J. SCOLAVINO
(She is the former Miss Marie A. Losavio)

Miss Marie A. Losavio
Weds John J. Scolavino
Miss Marie Amanda Losavio of
Scotch Plains, the daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Vincent Losavio of Scotch
Plains, was married on Sunday, June
5, to John Joseph Scolavino, also of
Scotch Plains. He is the son of Mr.
and Mrs. John Scolavino of
Bridgewater.
The Reverend John Paladino, pastor of St. Bartholomew the Apostle
Roman Catholic Church in Scotch
Plains, celebrated the afternoon nuptial mass at St. Bartholomew Church,
concelebrated with the Reverend
John Lester of St. Bartholomew
Church and the Reverend Antonio
Kuizon of the Immaculate Heart of
Mary Roman Catholic Church of
Scotch Plains. Mrs. Tara Lowden of
Pennsylvania, a friend of the bride,
served as cantor for the ceremony. A
reception followed at the
Pleasantdale Chateau in West Orange.
Given in marriage by her father,
Vincent, the bride had Miss Jennifer
Tezucar of San Jose, Calif., a lifelong friend, as her maid of honor.
The bridal attendants included Miss
Kathryn Losavio, Miss Laura
Losavio and Miss Kimberly
Atkinson, cousins of the bride, and
Miss Jennifer Pugia, a friend of the
bride. Miss Sianna Musarra, a cousin
of the bride, was the flower girl.
John Malerbe of Flemington, a
friend of the bridegroom, was the
best man. Serving as ushers were
Michael Kelly, a friend of the bridegroom; Vincent Losavio, the brother
of the bride; John Brezina, the uncle
of the bridegroom, and Walter
Swiatek, a cousin of the bridegroom.
John S. Brezina, a cousin of the
bridegroom, was the ring bearer.

The bride was awarded a Bachelor
of Arts degree cum laude in Communications from Seton Hall University in South Orange. She is employed by Enterprise Rent-A-Car in
Summit.
The bridegroom graduated with
honors from Union County College
with a degree in finance. He is currently in his last semester at
Montclair State University and is
employed by the Timberland Company in Short Hills.
The parents of the bridegroom
hosted a rehearsal dinner at
Giovanna’s Restaurant in Plainfield.
Following a wedding trip to Maui
and Disneyland, the couple resides
in Scotch Plains.

Granites Welcome
Madelyn Jane
Dan and Jill Granite of Brea, Calif. have announced the birth of their
first child, daughter Madelyn Jane,
on Friday, November 4, at 11:59
a.m. at Hoag Memorial Hospital in
Newport Beach, Calif.
Maddie, who arrived seven weeks
premature, weighed 3 pounds and
11 ounces and measured 16½ inches
in length at birth.
The mother is the former Jill Smith
of Westfield.
The baby’s maternal grandparents
are Jeff and Ginny Smith of
Westfield.
Her paternal grandparents, Sidney
and Margaret Granite, formerly of
Haddonfield, are deceased.
Maddie’s paternal great-grandparents are Jim and Sara Traynor of
Holmes, Pa.
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Appreciating Differences
Boosts Interfaith Harmony
By RABBI DOUGLAS SAGAL

It is not a common occurrence that
the holidays of Christmas and
Chanukah coincide so exactly. However, this year, the first night of
Chanukah is Christmas Day, December 25.
This has already given rise to increased announcements in the media of the upcoming “ChristmasChanukah” season, as if we are all
celebrating one vast, undifferentiated festival.
I believe that there are some very
positive things that come from the
congruence of Christmas and
Chanukah. There is a heightened
sense of generosity and kindness
among all people. Friends and neighbors greet one another with genuine
caring and joy as the winter holidays
approach. Both festivals involve
light, and the shining brightness
streaming from Jewish and Christian homes illuminate our streets,
and our hearts.
However, the fact is that Christmas and Chanukah are vastly different holidays, with significantly different theological roots.
Christmas marks the birth of the
Savior, the source of salvation for

First Baptist to Hold
Cookie Exchange
WESTFIELD – The First Baptist
Church of Westfield, located at 170
Elm Street, will hold its fourth annual
Cookie Exchange on Thursday, December 15, at 7 p.m. in the church
lounge.
Participants are asked to bring
three to four dozen cookies or small
desserts to share, plus a big empty
tin to be filled with treats as attendees swap cookies, recipes and small
talk.
For additional details on this holiday event, individuals may call the
church at (908) 233-2278 or email
firstbaptist.westfield@verizon.net.

humanity. The “tidings of comfort
and joy” sung of in the popular carol
is the good news of Christ and His
birth. In the religious view of Christians, the birth of Jesus Christ transformed the world.
Chanukah is a holiday commemorating the victory of the Jewish
Macabbees over the Syrian Greeks
approximately 2,100 years ago. It is
a festival celebrating religious freedom. While certain similar themes
can be inferred from both religious
holidays, they are in the end quite
different.
I have always believed that the
real test of interfaith harmony is not
that we can emphasize what makes
us the same, but rather that we can
appreciate and celebrate our differences. The real test of interfaith understanding is our ability to appreciate and respect our differing paths to
spiritual truth.
A few weeks ago, I invited my
friend Father Joseph Masiello of Holy
Trinity to speak to my high-school
students about the Catholic religious
faith. Father Masiello is a gifted
teacher, and he captivated the students with his sincerity and humble
proclamation of his deep faith.
My students have a very different
understanding of religious belief and
practice than Father Masiello, but to
a person they were deeply moved by
his presentation and asked to have
him return for more discussion.
Most people I know have a deep
appreciation for sincerely held religious beliefs, even if they differ from
their own. I hope that as this year
ends and a new year begins, we can
demonstrate our willingness to admire and celebrate the religious diversity in our fine community and
wonderful country. May this be a
happy and joyous time for all.
*******
Rabbi Sagal is Senior Rabbi at
Temple Emanu-El, located at 756
East Broad Street in Westfield.

All Saints’ Church To
Hold Christmas Services
SCOTCH PLAINS – The All
Saints’ Episcopal Church, located at
559 Park Avenue in Scotch Plains,
will celebrate the Feast of the Incarnation with three worship services.
A Family Service will be held at 5
p.m. on Christmas Eve, Saturday,
December 24. It will be a Service of
Lessons and Carols, with young
people reading Bible stories that tell
of the birth of Jesus and its significance.
Interspersed with the readings will
be Christmas carols sung by the congregation and the All Saints’ Youth
Choir, directed by organist/Choirmaster Michael Spassov. The service will include celebration of Holy
Eucharist.
At 10:30 p.m. on Christmas Eve, a
Festival Eucharist will take place
that will feature both Christmas carols and special vocal and instrumental musical selections from the All

Saints’ Choir and Mr. Spassov. The
Reverend Jane Rockman, Rector,
will preach.
On Christmas Day, Sunday, December 25, Holy Eucharist will be
celebrated at 10 a.m. Christmas carols, organ music and a sermon by the
rector all will be part of the service.
For more information about the
services or All Saints’ Episcopal
Church, please call the church at
(908) 322-8047.

Fanwood Presbyterian
To Hold Blood Drive
FANWOOD – The Fanwood Presbyterian Church, located at the corner of Martine and LaGrande Avenues, will host a blood drive on
Saturday, December 10, from 8 a.m.
to 3 p.m. Walk-ins will be welcome.
Donors must be at least 17 years old
and bring photo identification.
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Church Welcomes Organist,
Plans December 18 Service

BROWNIES AND PIES…Brownie Troop No. 547 from School One Elementary
in Scotch Plains recently baked pies and collected canned goods for local families
for distribution through Heart for Humanity. Pictured, from left to right, are:
Caroline Drubulis, Kaitlyn Mullany, Keara Farley and Kiera DeProspero.

Presbyterian Church Choirs
Plan Christmas Processional
WESTFIELD – On Sunday, December 11, at 7:30 p.m., the Chancel
Choir and the Chancel Bell Choir of
The Presbyterian Church in Westfield,
directed by William Clisham and accompanied by organ and strings, will
present a candlelight processional for
Christmas.
The Chancel Bell Choir will set the
mood with “Divinum Mysterium” by
Fred Gramann, and will enter singing
the plainsong chant “Of the Father’s
Love Begotten.”
The highlight of the evening will
be the Christmas Cantata, “Run Ye
Shepherds to the Light” by Michael
Hayden, featuring an organ and string
trio. Maureen Scanlan will perform

Rosary Society Posts
Christmas Party
WESTFIELD – The Holy Rosary
Altar Society of Holy Trinity and
St. Helen’s Catholic Churches will
hold its annual Christmas party on
Thursday, December 15, at 12:30
p.m.
The party will take place at St.
Helen’s Parish Center on Rahway
Avenue in Westfield. There will be
Christmas carols and other entertainment. Participants are asked to bring
a brown bag lunch; refreshments will
be provided. New members and
friends are welcome.

‘Y’ Offers Activities
For Single Parents
WESTFIELD – The Westfield Area
“Y” will offer two single-parent
events this month, the first of which
will be a family swim for single and
divorced fathers and their children.
It will take place this Sunday, December 11, from 3:30 to 5 p.m. in the
Rooke Pool at the main “Y” facility at
220 Clark Street in Westfield.
This month’s single-parent-only
event will be held Thursday, December 15, at Starbucks on Central Avenue in Westfield. Attendees will meet
at 7:30 p.m.
Responses are required and may be
done by calling Jill Brown at (908)
233-2700, extension no. 415 or emailing jill.brown1@comcast.net.

the cantata’s soprano solo.
Other short anthems will include
“The Dance of Gifts” by Lloyd
Pfautsch and “O Magnum
Mysterium” by Morten Lauridsen.
Additionally, the Bell Choir will perform several compositions for the
season, including “The Wexford
Carol” by H. Dean Wagner and “On
Christmas Day in the Morning,” also
by Fred Gramann.
The congregation will be encouraged to join in the singing of several
traditional Christmas carols. “Le
Sommeille de l’Enfant, Jesus” by
Henri Busser will be the closing selection.
A free will offering will be collected during the program. The public is invited to attend. The Presbyterian Church in Westfield is located at
140 Mountain Avenue.

All Saints’ Announces
Holiday Organ Recital
SCOTCH PLAINS – The All
Saints’ Episcopal Church in Scotch
Plains will host a special holiday organ recital by church organist/Choirmaster Michael Spassov on Sunday,
December 11, at 4 p.m.
Mr. Spassov’s program will include
Advent Chorales by Bach and “Noel
Suisse” by Daquin. Additionally, he
will offer his own interpretations of
Christmas carols. A reception in the
parish’s Lea Hall will follow the recital.
Mr. Spassov did his undergraduate
study at the Juilliard School in New
York City and also holds a master’s
degree from Juilliard, with a focus on
composition. He is in his fourth year
at All Saints’ Church.
Tickets for the recital are $15 for
adults and $5 for those ages 12 and
under. All Saints’ Church is located at
559 Park Avenue. For more information or to reserve tickets, please call
(908) 322-8047.

MOUNTAINSIDE – The Community Presbyterian Church of
Mountainside has announced the appointment of Joseph Hill as organist/
Director of Music for the church, and
has also invited the public to attend
its Festival of Lessons and Carols
service on Sunday, December 18.
Mr. Hill, who is from Arkansas,
earned a Bachelor of Music degree
in Vocal Performance from Furman
University in Greenville, S.C. While
there, he participated in three choral
ensembles, serving as vice-president
and president of the Furman Singers; section leader of the Chamber
Choir and student director of the
Bell Tower Boys – the university’s
premiere men’s a cappella ensemble.
He also was organist/accompanist
for the Daniel Memorial Chapel on
the campus.
Mr. Hill is pursuing a master’s degree at the Mason Gross School of the
Arts at Rutgers University, where he
is studying voice with tenor Frederick
Urrey.
The Festival of Lessons and Carols
service will take place at 4 p.m. at the
Community Presbyterian Church,

located at Deer Path and Meeting
House Lane. It will feature readings
of Holy Scripture passages as well as
music for Advent and Christmas.
There will be no admission charge.
Mr. Hill has invited anyone interested in joining the church’s Bell
Choir or Chancel Choir to come to
rehearsals on Thursdays at the
church. The Bell Choir rehearses at
7 p.m., while the Chancel Choir rehearses at 8:15 p.m.

Joseph Hill

Willow Grove Church Plans
Holiday Lunch and Program
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Willow
Grove Presbyterian Church’s 12’O
Clock Club (for senior citizens) and its
Women’s Association will co-sponsor
a luncheon and Christmas program at
noon on Tuesday, December 13.
The Willow Grove Pre-School will
present their Christmas Pageant, to
be followed by a holiday carol singalong. There also will be a collection of new baby items for boarder
babies at Muhlenberg Regional
Medical Center. The cost of the luncheon is $5.
Area residents are invited to take
part in the free Stretches for Health
exercise program held every Tuesday

from 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. at the church.
Individuals attending the December
13 session may stay for the luncheon
and program as well.
Anyone interested in attending the
luncheon is asked to make a reservation by Sunday, December 11. To
make a reservation or arrange for
transportation, please call Barbara
Couphos at (908) 322-7892.
The Willow Grove Church is located at 1961 Raritan Road in Scotch
Plains. For more information, please
call the church office at (908) 2325678, e-mail wilgrv@netzero.com
or visit www.scotchplains.com/
wgpc.

Helen Franks
Irish Collection of
Whimsical Etchings
Now on view

Advanced. Innovative. Successful.
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Put the “Merry” Back in Your
Holiday Shopping!
Join us for a Holiday Boutique Event and Find that
Perfect Gift for That Perfect Someone at

The Colon & Rectal Physicians
at Muhlenberg Regional Medical Center

Saturday, December 10th 9am - 5pm
DESIGNER ACTIVE WEAR
Donna M. • Prana • Be Present • Hard Tail • Omgirl & More
YOGA ACCESSORIES
Kushmats • Jade yogamats • Slainte • Bua • EO
Handcrafted Candles and Pottery • Unique Jewelry Designs

Refreshments! Prize Drawing!
Free Gift with Purchase over $100*
*Not to be combined with any other offer.

If you are concerned about colon and rectal problems, you want the best colo-rectal screening
and treatment services possible. You want the most experienced doctors who can offer advanced,
innovative and successful treatments.

You will find them at Muhlenberg Regional Medical Center.
Muhlenberg offers advanced minimally invasive surgery performed by a team of Board Certified
colo-rectal surgeons and has just opened a brand new advanced laparoscopic suite. This state-of-the-art
suite utilizes high definition equipment and a voice activated system allowing physicians and nurses
greater control over a surgical procedure.
Muhlenberg Regional Medical Center has one of the largest colo-rectal residency
programs on the East Coast. It has the first and only fellowship program in New Jersey.
Nearly half of all colorectal surgeons in New Jersey have trained at Muhlenberg.

Unparalleled knowledge and experience
Our group of surgeons has almost 100 years of combined experience. They have written and published
more than 100 articles on colon and rectal disorders and have been significant contributors
to medical textbooks on the subject.

Satsang Yoga Studio
307 South Avenue West
Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 789-7203
SatsangYogaStudio.com

For more information, or for a screening referral to one of Muhlenberg’s
colo-rectal specialists, please call 888-577-4424.
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County Red Cross Chapter
Offers CPR Courses
COUNTY – The Tri-County
Chapter of the American Red Cross,
which serves 22 communities including Fanwood, Garwood and
Scotch Plains, will hold two courses
in Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation
(CPR).
CPR/AED for the Professional
Rescuer will be offered on Saturday, December 10, from 9 a.m. to 6

www.goleader.com

Torah Center Invites Teens
To Attend Hebrew High
WESTFIELD – This Sunday, December 11, the Union County Torah
Center in Westfield will launch a
new program for teenagers to talk
and learn together one day each
month.

p.m. at the American Red Cross
office at 16 Jefferson Avenue in
Elizabeth.
Adult CPR, Child CPR, Infant
CPR and First Aid will take place
on Saturday, December 17, from
8:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. at the American
Red Cross office at 332 West Front
Street in Plainfield. This course may
be taken in its entirety or in portions.
To register for either of these
courses or for more information,
please call (908) 756-6414.

‘December Dilemma’
Set at JCC Tomorrow
SCOTCH PLAINS – All are invited to attend a free program tomorrow, Friday, December 9, entitled “December Dilemma: Teaching Your Children to Take Pride in
Hanukkah and Their Heritage During the Holiday Season.”
It will take place from 9:30 to
10:45 a.m. at the Jewish Community Center (JCC) of Central New
Jersey’s Wilf Jewish Community
Campus, located at 1391 Martine
Avenue in Scotch Plains.
Rabbi Douglas Sagal of Temple
Emanu-El in Westfield will lead
participants in an interactive session on how they can help their
families make the most of the holiday without losing sight of what is
truly important.
Bagels and coffee will be served.
For reservations or babysitting
availability, please contact Jennifer Hersh at (908) 889-5335 or
email jhersh@jfedcnj.org. This
program will be co-sponsored by
the Jewish Federation of Central
New Jersey and the JCC of Central
New Jersey.

HELPING THE HUNGRY…The School One Service (“S.O.S”) PTA Committee
in Scotch Plains recently sponsored a Thanksgiving Day Food Drive. Students
were asked to contribute specific non-perishable food items by grade. The food
will be donated to Heart for Humanity to be distributed to area families in need.
Pictured, left to right, are: Kiera Jacob, Annemarie Kearns, Kaavya KrishnaKumar, Shay Blechinger-Slocum and Max Kearns with donated food items.

Hebrew High is designed especially for students in grades 8 to 10
who have completed Hebrew
School. All Jewish teens are welcome to participate. The program is
not limited to those who have attended Hebrew School at the Torah
Center.
Hebrew High will meet on the
second Sunday of each month, from
10:30 a.m. to noon. There will be
six meetings in all, concluding on
May 14, 2006.
Classes will be held at Hillcrest
Academy, 728 Westfield Avenue in
Westfield (the same location as the
Torah Center’s Hebrew School).
Tuition for the entire program is
$60.
Classes will consist of lively discussions on a wide range of issues
of interest to teens. Discussion topics may include:
“What is Jewish prayer all about?
Can we really communicate with
G-d? Does prayer work?”
“What does it mean to have a
Jewish soul? How does Judaism
view the partnership between the
body and the soul?”
“What’s going on in Israel, and
what does it mean? Will there ever
be peace?”
A pizza lunch and time for socializing will follow each session. For
more details about Hebrew High, or
to reserve a space, please call the
Torah Center at (908) 789-5252, or
e-mail Fruma@torahcenter.org.

The Chelsea at Fanwood is hosting

Annual Holiday

Craft Bazaar

Join us for an afternoon of shopping for festive crafts, hand painted
items, handbags, jewelry, wreaths, gourmet food, sweets and so much
more! Our craft bazaar is a great place to pick up some unique gifts for
the holidays. Refreshments will be served!
WHEN:
Sunday, December 11th
TIME:
12:00 – 4:00 p.m.
WHERE: The Chelsea at Fanwood
295 South Avenue, Fanwood

Call 908-654-5200

Open to the Public – Please join us for our Annual Holiday Craft Bazaar!

w w w. c h e l s e a s e n i o r l i v i n g . c o m

This program is part of The Chelsea’s ongoing commitment to professional and community
involvement and family education.

Whose birthday
is it, anyway?
We believe the important news at Christmas is
not who comes down the chimney, but who came
down from heaven. We invite you to join us as we
celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ.

YOU SAY IT’S YOUR BIRTHDAY…Longtime Scotch Plains resident Margaret
(Peg) Vanderbilt recently celebrated her 100th birthday and visited Family
Investors Company in Fanwood for festivities and cake. Pictured above are Fred
J. Chemidlin, Jr., Family Investors Company Chief Executive Officer, and
Margaret Vanderbilt.

Festival of Advent
Lessons & Carols

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Regional Health Department will offer a
flu clinic on Monday, December 12,
starting at 2 p.m. in the Westfield
Municipal Building Council Chambers. The vaccine will be given out on
a first-come, first-served basis. Medicare eligible individuals are asked to
bring their card with them.
The following are considered priority groups to receive the flu vaccine; however, no one will be turned
away: those age 65 and older, with
and without chronic health conditions; residents of long-term care facilities; individuals age two to 64
with chronic health conditions; children age six to 23 months; pregnant
women; health care personnel who
provide direct patient care, and household contacts and out-of-home
caregivers of children less than six
months old.
The clinic will be open to residents
of Westfield, Fanwood, Mountainside,
Garwood, New Providence, Roselle
Park and Springfield only. Proof of
residency will be required.

(across from Town Hall)

See it all on the Web!

Information: 908-232-8506, EXT. 10

www.goleader.com

Sunday, December 11 at 11:15 A.M.
Special Prelude at 11:00

A.M.

with

The St. Paul’s Choir, Soloists &
members of

The New Jersey Symphony Orchestra
Archer, Bach, Handel,
Nestor, Schubert & Vivaldi

featuring works of

414 East Broad Street in Westfield

Member
NASD
SIPC

Family Investors Company • 265 South Avenue • Fanwood, New Jersey 07023 • (908) 322-1800

Flu Clinic Scheduled
Monday In Westfield
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Local Woman’s Club
Seeks New Members
WESTFIELD – The Woman’s Club
of Westfield is seeking new members.
All are welcome to join; membership
is not limited to Westfield residents.
Numerous activities are available
to club members. The club’s contributions to the local community include service to Children’s Special-

Red Cross Conducts
Toy, Clothing Drive
THANK YOU – Last Tuesday night, more than 150 friends supported the Weldon
family and IFOPA fundraising as Douglas Cosmetics hosted shopping with wine,
snacks, cheese and deserts. In just two hours, over $2000 was raised from 10
percent donation of the cosmetic sales and gift baskets raffle. Hillary and Whitney
Weldon pose out front with their concrete truck advertising the FOP cause.

SP to Hold Blood Pressure
Clinic on December 13
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Health Department will hold
its final Blood Pressure Screening
Clinic for 2005 on Tuesday, December 13, between 10 a.m. and noon in
the Community Room of the Scotch
Plains Public Library, located at 1927
Bartle Avenue.
Individuals who are over the age

of 30 and smoke, or who are overweight or have a family history of
heart disease or diabetes, and who
have not had their blood pressure
checked recently are urged to attend the clinic.
The clinic is part of the ongoing
services provided by the township’s
health department.

COUNTY – The American Red
Cross Tri-County Chapter is requesting donations of new children’s clothing or new, unwrapped toys to benefit
local families in need during the holiday season.
Items may be dropped off at the
Red Cross office at 332 West Front
Street in Plainfield. All donated items
must be dropped off by Monday,
December 19.
Any groups or individuals interested
in holding a collection of items for the
holidays and seeking an organization
to distribute them can call the Red
Cross at (908) 756-6414, x-21.
The Tri-County Chapter serves 22
municipalities in Union, Somerset and
Middlesex Counties, among them
Fanwood, Scotch Plains and Garwood.

ized Hospital, the Boy Scouts and
Girl Scouts, the United Fund and
Overlook Hospice, among others.
Ongoing volunteer services support BRIDGES’ program of providing meals for the homeless; shelters
for abused women; Christmas goodies for hospitalized war veterans and
hours spent at the Community Food
Bank of New Jersey in Hillside, plus
other programs. Speakers, social
events and recreational activities also
are part of the club’s offerings.
Open enrollment is ongoing. For
further information, please contact
the Woman’s Club of Westfield, P.O.
Box 2428, Westfield, N.J. 07091 or
call (908) 233-2339.

9 Times Out of 10,
Where orWhat You
Eat Isn’t Critical . . .

Musical Club Presents
Holiday Program
WESTFIELD – The Musical Club
of Westfield will present a free holiday
program open to the public on Wednesday, December 14, at 1 p.m. in the First
Baptist Church, 170 Elm Street.
A reception featuring light refreshments will follow the performance. All
are welcome to meet the performers.
For membership information, call
908-232-2173.

. . . But Why Take Chances
• Take-Out , On-Site & Off-Site Catering • Outdoor Dining

MOMPOU

Give Your Loved Ones
A Lift This Holiday Season

TAPAS ❖ WINE BAR ❖ LOUNGE

With A Luxurious
Golden Technologies’
Lift Chair!

“An exotic escape from the everyday”

■ Reduce stress on the hips and knees
with a gentle lifting and lowering
motion
■ Multiple positions reduce lower
back pain and leg swelling,
and improve circulation
■ Optimal comfort for watching
TV, reading and sleeping
■ Increases independence – no
need for help to get out of a
favorite chair
■
■
■
■

The Bar Is Open

29 models to ﬁt every size!
Nearly 60 fabric choices!
Heat and massage available
Handcrafted in the USA

Rise
Visit your local authorized Golden Technologies dealer today!

317 South Ave. West • Westfield, NJ 07090

908-789-8600

16 Prospect Street, Westfield, N.J.

866-99TAPAS
www.mompoutapas.com

908.232.7320

77 Ferry Street Newark, NJ
2 blocks from Penn Station in the historic Ironbound District

Tuesday - Thursday
Friday - Saturday
Sunday

FAX: 908.232.6716
11:30 a.m. - 9:30 p.m.
11:30 a.m. - 10:00 p.m.
4:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.

Private room available for parties & corporate events

See it all on the Web! See it all in Color! www.goleader.com

After 113 Years in Business

WE’RE
CLOSING
OUR DOORS
Large Selection
Still Available!
Just Days Remaining

All Merchandise Must Go!
Savings Up To 75% Off

List
Price

Tis the season
of giving.
This Holiday,
give that
special person
a gift
of beauty!

NO OFFERS REFUSED!

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday
Friday & Saturday
11:00am to 5:00pm
Sunday: 1:00pm to 4:00pm
Harden, Statton, Nichols & Stone,
Moosehead, Lexington, Stanley
and Many More

Mackie Furniture
320 Somerset Street, North Plainfield

908-756-3274

Customized Gift Certiﬁcates available for Hair, Skin and Nails.

240-44 North Avenue,
Westﬁeld
Across from the train station

908-233-2726
www.salonvisagewestfield.com

Gift Card

, Westﬁeld
rth Avenue
240-44 No
26
908-233-27
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Jean M. Hamm, 91, Was Staff
Nurse At Muhlenberg Hospital
Jean M. Hamm, 91, died on Sunday, December 4 at Muhlenberg Regional Medical Center in Plainfield.
Born in Port Carbon, Pa., Mrs.
Hamm lived in Westfield for many
years.
She was a graduate of Jersey City
Medical Center nursing school in
1935. She was a staff nurse, head
nurse and instructor in the school for
three years. Mrs. Hamm was employed by Muhlenberg Hospital in
Plainfield, first as a staff nurse, then
as a faculty member in the School of
Nursing in 1960. She was actively
involved in the school as a Funda-

John Howard Watty, 44
John Howard Watty, 44, died suddenly on Saturday, December 3 of
heart failure. Husband of Jennifer
Younghans Watty, he was a devoted
father to Juliana, age 10, and twins
Alexander and Nicholas, age six. He
is survived by his mother, Ingrid
Luettringhus-Hoessrich
of
Kronberg, Germany, three brothers,
Christian Watty and Alexander and
Konstantin Hoessrich, residing in
Germany and one sister, Rebekka
Hoessrich-Frank of Neuchatel, Switzerland. He was predeceased by his
father Ulrich Kurt Watty of Plantation, Fla.
Born in Vero Beach, Fla., at the
age of six, his family moved to Germany, where he attended the International School in Frankfurt until
returning to the United States to attend Vermont Academy. He did his
undergraduate work at Boston University and received a Masters of
Business degree at Fordham University. This led to a career in global
finance, which took him to New York,
Germany, and Switzerland and culminated in the establishment of his
own investment company, Eiger
Capital, in Westfield.
A devoted and loyal friend, Mr.
Watty was beloved by those who
shared his life. He was an active and
respected sportsman, skied his entire life and played tennis and paddle
tennis at Echo Lake Country Club
and Bay Head Yacht Club. His loss
will be felt by his family, friends and
colleagues, but most especially by
his children to whom he devoted
unlimited time, brought unconditional love and shared the magic and
wonder of life.
A memorial service was held at St.
Helen’s Roman Catholic Church in
Westfield on Wednesday, December
7. In lieu of flowers, the family asked
that contributions be made to ESF
Dream Camp Foundation, c/o John
Watty Scholarship Fund, 750 East
Haverford Road, Bryn Mawr, Pa.
19010.
December 8, 2005

Prayer to
The Blessed Virgin
PRAYER TO THE BLESSED
VIRGIN: (Never known to fail)
Oh most beautiful flower of Mount
Carmel, fruitful vine splendor of
heaven. Blessed Mother of the Son
of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist
me in my necessity. Oh, Star of the
Sea, help me show me herein, you
are my mother. Oh Holy Mary,
Mother of God, Queen of Heaven
and Earth! I humbly beseech you
from the bottom of my heart to
succor me in this necessity. There
are none that can withstand your
power. Oh, show me herein you are
my mother. Oh Mary, conceived
without sin, pray for us who have
recourse to thee. Holy Mother, I
place this cause in your hands (3X).
Holy Spirit, you who solve all problems, light all roads so that I can
attain my goal. You who gave me
the divine gift to forgive and forget
all evil against me and that in all
instances in my life you are with
me. I want in this short prayer to
thank you for the things as you
confirm once again that I never
want to be separated from you in
eternal glory. Thank you for your
mercy towards me and mine. The
person must say this prayer three
consecutive days. After three days,
the request will be granted. This
prayer must be published after the
favor is granted. G.C.

mentals of Nursing instructor, then
later as a department head, associate
dean and was the school’s first dean
of nursing.
After retiring, she returned to the
school as skills coordinator and then
as a volunteer. During these years,
she also received her bachelor of
science and master of arts degrees
from Columbia University. Mrs.
Hamm developed a cooperative program with Muhlenberg School of
Nursing and Union County College,
in which students received their diplomas and associate degrees.
Mrs. Hamm was a member of the
Presbyterian Church in Westfield.
She is survived by a daughter, Joan
McCloskey of Millington, and two
sisters, Martha Flannery of Pottsville,
Pa. and Helen Hoy of New Town, Pa.
Mrs. Hamm was predeceased by
her husband, Wilbur George Hamm,
her daughter, Carolyn Jean Hamm,
and a sister, Dorothy Eberle.
Funeral services were held on
Wednesday, December 7 at the Gray
Funeral Home, 318 East Broad
Street, Westfield. Interment took
place at Schuylkill Memorial Park
in Schuylkill Haven, Pa.
In lieu of flowers, the family has
requested that donations be made to
the Muhlenberg School of Nursing
or to The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield.
December 8, 2005

Mrs. Jean M. Bixler, 76
Mrs. Jean M. Bixler, 76, of
Westfield died Sunday, December 4
at her home.
She was born in Ephrata, Pa on
June 15, 1929.
A homemaker, she was active with
the Westfield Parent-Teacher Association and had been a Den leader for
the Westfield Boy Scouts.
Mrs. Bixler had been a professional
singer in the Westfield area.
She is survived by two daughters,
Carter Ann Bixler of Lancaster, Pa.,
Dana S. Biggs of Dunellen, and Jill
D. Law of Garwood; three sons, Robert A. Bixler, Jr. of Westfield; Eric W.
Bixler of Holtwood, Pa., and Joel A.
Bixler of Rawlins, Rawlins, Wyoming; two sisters, Betty Eager of East
Petersburg, Pa. and Rebecca
Geitzentanner of Anaheim, Ca.; and
John D. Messner of Lancaster, Pa.
Mrs. Bixler was predeceased by
her husband, Robert A. Bixler, Sr., in
2003, and a son, Todd D. Bixler in
2001.
A funeral service will be held Tuesday, December 13, at the Gray Funeral Home, 318 East Broad Street,
Westfield. Burial will be in Fairview
Cemetery in Westfield.
In lieu of flowers, the family has
requested that donations be made to
The American Heart Association.
December 8, 2005

Dorothy C. Bangs, 96
Dorothy C. Bangs, 96, of Dallas,
Tex., died Saturday, December 3, at
Grace Presbyterian Church in Dallas.
Born in Elizabeth, Mrs. Bangs, she
Lived in Westfield and Roselle before moving to Toms River in 1988
and Dallas this year.
She was a third-grade teacher for
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education for 20 years before retiring in 1970.
She was a former member of the
Westfield Woman’s Club and an elder of the Presbyterian Church in
Westfield. She was a member of the
Toms River Presbyterian Church.
Surviving are her son, Richard A.
Bangs of Colleyville, Tex.; a daughter, Carol L. Wygovsky of Elkton,
Va.; a sister, Margaret Brandan, and
three grandchildren.
Visiting hours are Thursday, December 8, from 2 to 4 p.m. and 7 to 9
p.m. at the Silverton Memorial Funeral Home, 2482 Church Road, Toms
River.
A funeral service will be held Friday, December 9, at 10 a.m. at the
Presbyterian Church in Toms River.
Burial will be at Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.
In lieu of flowers, the family has
requested that contributions be made
to Parkinson’s Disease Foundation,
Inc., 710 West 168th Street, N.Y, N.Y.
December 8, 2005

Dooley Funeral Service, Inc.
Caring & Courteous Service to the
Cranford / Westfield Area Since 1913

Westfield
556 Westfield Avenue
233-0255
John L. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 4100

Cranford
218 North Avenue
276-0255
Charles V. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 3703

– Obituaries –
Arthur K. Kling, Jr., 82, Was Active
With Masons and American Legion
Arthur K. Kling, Jr., 82, of Titusville
died on Thursday, November 17, at
the University Medical Center in
Princeton.
Born in Port Richmond, Staten Island, N.Y., the son of the late Arthur
K. Sr. and Emma Windas Kling, he
had lived in Staten Island, Westfield,
Fanwood, Titusville and Surfside
Beach, S.C.
Mr. Kling had worked for the Stony
Brook Water Authority in Princeton
for several years.
He was a United States Army veteran of World War II, having served
in the military police unit and the
Army National Guard State of New
Jersey Department of Defense from
1949 to 1979.
Mr. Kling was a member of Essex
Troup, was a 33rd degree mason and
was a member of Atlas Pythagoras
Lodge in Westfield and the American Legion. He also was a member
of the Titusville United Methodist
Church in New Jersey and the
Socastee United Methodist Church

Mildred P. Noonan, 89
Mildred P. Noonan (Peterson), 89,
of Westfield, died Saturday, December 3 at Runnells Specialized Hospital in Berkeley Heights.
Born in West New York, Mrs.
Noonan has lived in Westfield since
1928. She was a legal secretary for
Carr & Cotter in Newark for eight
years. She retired in 1944.
She graduated from Coleman’s
Business College in Newark in 1936
and was a member of the Holy Name
and Rosary Altar Society of Holy
Trinity Roman Catholic Church in
Westfield and the Legion of Mary at
St. Bartholomew’s The Apostle Roman Catholic Church in Scotch Plains.
She is survived by many nieces and
nephews.
Mrs. Noonan was predeceased by
her husband, Francis Noonan, in 1998,
and a brother, Albert (“Pete”) E.
Peterson.
Visiting hours will be held Thursday, December 8, from 2 to 4 and 6 to
8 p.m. at Dooley’s Colonial Home,
556 Westfield Avenue, Westfield.
A funeral service will be held at
Holy Trinity Church on Friday, December 9, at 10 a.m.
Burial will be at St. Gertrude’s
Cemetery in Colonia.
In lieu of flowers, the family has
requested that donations be made in
Mrs. Noonan’s name to The Christian
Appalachian Project, 322 Crab-Orchard
Road, Lancaster Ky. 40446-0001.
December 8, 2005

WHS Puts on Ghetto
Starting Next Thursday
WESTFIELD – Next week,
Westfield High School (WHS) dramatists will present the play Ghetto.
Set in the Jewish ghetto of Vilna,
Lithuania, in 1942, and based on diaries written during the darkest days of
the holocaust, Ghetto tells of the unlikely flourishing of a theater at the
time the Nazis began their policy of
mass extermination.
Students will perform the play by
Israeli playwright Joshua Sobol on
Thursday, December 15 at 3:30 p.m.,
Friday, December 16 at 8 p.m and
Saturday, December 17 at 8 p.m. at
WHS on Dorian Road. Tickets cost
$7 and will be sold at the door.

NJSO Presents Holiday
Concert and Party
AREA – The New Jersey Symphony Orchestra will again be providing a concert and party for children and their families to help inaugurate the 2005 holiday season. To be
held on Saturday, December 10 at
NJPAC, the event will feature live
music, art projects storytelling, mimes
and jugglers.
Tickets to this performance are $10
for adults. Children are free with a
limit of three children per adult. Tickets can be obtained by calling the
NJSO Ticket Office at 1-800 2553476
or
online
at
www.njsymphony.org.

in South Carolina.
He was predeceased by his wife,
Juel Petersen Kling.
Surviving are a son, John Kling
of Pennington; two daughters,
Sandra Kling of Edison and Cynthia
Kelly of Abingdon, Md.; a brother,
Robert J. Kling of Madison, N.Y.; a
sister, Emma Hege of New York
City; a granddaughter, Meredith
Kelly, and several nieces and nephews.
A memorial service will be held
on Saturday, December 10, at 11
a.m. at the Titusville United Methodist Church, Route 29 and Church
Road in Titusville, with the Reverend Linda Hale, pastor, officiating.
Burial will be private at a time to be
arranged by the family. There will be
no visitation.
In lieu of flowers, contributions
may be made to the Chancel Guild of
the Titusville United Methodist
Church, 7 Church Road, Titusville,
N.J. 08560.
Arrangements are by the WilsonApple Funeral Home, 2560
Pennington Road in Pennington.
December 8, 2005

Mary E. Schultes, 96
Mary E. (Wojcik) Schultes, 96, died
Sunday, December 4, at the Whiting
Health Care Center in Whiting.
Born in Elizabeth, she lived in Scotch
Plains for many years before moving
to Manchester Township in 2000.
Mrs. Schultes was a long-time communicant of Immaculate Heart of Mary
Roman Catholic Church in Scotch
Plains and a member the Rosary Society at the church.
Surviving are a daughter, Maryanne
Sutor of Whiting; two sisters, Elizabeth LaRocca and Victoria Kellman;
three grandchildren, and six greatchildren.
She was pre-deceased by her husband, Arthur Schultes, in 1982.
Visiting hours will be held today,
Thursday, December 8, from 7 to 9
p.m. at the Dooley Colonial Home,
556 Westfield Avenue, Westfield. A
Funeral Mass will be held at 10 a.m.
on Friday, December 9, at Immaculate Heart of Mary Church. Burial
will be in St. Gertrude Cemetery in
Colonia.
In lieu of flowers, the family has
requested donations be made to the
Carmel-Carmelite Monastery, 189
Madison Avenue, Morristown, NJ
07960.
December 8, 2005

Sun Exposure Program
Slated for Today at ‘Y’
WESTFIELD – A representative
from Overlook Hospital will be at the
Westfield Area “Y” today, Thursday,
December 8, from 10 a.m. to noon to
provide a test and information about
prolonged exposure to the sun and
weather.
The test will take less than one
minute. Information and handouts
also will be available. The “Y” is
located at 220 Clark Street in
Westfield.
This screening is free and open to
the public. Appointments are not necessary. For more information, please
call the “Y” at (908) 233-2700, extension no. 251.

FW’s Salisbury Named
Susquehanna Scholar
SCOTCH PLAINS – Allyson
Salisbury of Scotch Plains was among
more than 180 students named a university scholar at Susquehanna University.
The annual scholars’ dinner was
held on November 4 to recognize and
congratulate Susquehanna’s most successful student scholars. In order to be
named a university scholar, students
must earn a cumulative grade point
average of 3.75 in full-time study for
the past two semesters or equivalent
credit hours of part-time study.
Allyson, a 2004 graduate of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School, is a
sophomore Environmental Science
major at Susquehanna and the daughter of Brian and Connie Salisbury.
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Apostolos ‘Paul’ Ganas, 66, Worked
For GM; Former WF Soccer Coach
Apostolos “Paul” Ganas, 66, of
Westfield, died Monday, December
5, at her home.
Born in Greece, Mr. Ganas came
to the United States in 1965, settling
in Westfield.
Mr. Ganas had been a mechanic in
the Greek Merchant Marine. He was
a veteran of the Greek Navy.
He worked for General Motors
Corp. in Linden for 35 years before
retiring in 2004.
He was a former coach and referee
with the Westfield Soccer League.
Surviving are his wife of 42 years,
Gemma (DeChellis) Ganas, two

Virginia D. Ward, 82
Virginia D. Ward, 82, of Virginia
Beach, Va., died Friday, December 2.
She was the daughter of Cuddie E.
and Elizabeth Grant Davidson.
Born September 6, 1923, in Miami, OK, she moved to Virginia
Beach, Va. in 1990. She also lived in
Westfield.
Mrs. Ward graduated from
Westfield High School and married
the late Robert H. Ward. They raised
their family in Westfield.
She is survived by two sons, John
R. Ward and his wife, Donna, of
Chesapeake, Va. and James A. Ward,
and his wife, Judith, of Port St. Lucie,
FL; two grandchildren, Christopher
D. Ward, and his wife, Janette, of
Kensington, MD, and Robin E. Ward,
and great-granddaughter, Kelsie, of
Jensen Beach.
Mrs. Ward was pre-deceased by
her brothers, Cuddie E. Davidson, Jr.,
and James J. Davidson.
The family has requested that donations be made in Mrs. Ward’s
memory to The American Lung Association.

sons, Dino Ganas of Somerville and
Johncarlo Ganas of Hillsborough,
three brothers in Europe and four
grandchildren.
Visiting hours are 2 to 4 p.m. and
7 to 9 p.m. on Thursday, December
8, at the Dooley Funeral Home, 218
North Avenue, West, Cranford.
A funeral service will be held Friday, December 9, at 11 a.m. at Holy
Trinity Greek Orthodoz Church in
Westfield.
Entombment will be at
Woodbridge Memorial Gardens in
Woodbridge.
In lieu of flowers, the family has
requested that donations by made to
the St. Jude’s Children’s Hospital.
December 8, 2005

Ruth T. Livingston, 88
Ruth T. Livingston, 88, of
Middletown died Monday, December 5, at her home.
She was born July 17, 1917 in
Westfield. She was the daughter of
Frederick Winter and Lenita Taylor.
She lived in Indianapolis before
moving to Middletown 50 years ago.
Mrs. Livingston worked for 20
years as a secretary for the
Middletown Board of Education before retiring in mid-1980s.
She is survived by her son, Gordon
Livingston of Columbus, NJ, her
daughter, Lenita Gullman of
Middletown; two grandchildren and
one great-grandchild.
She was pre-deceased by her husband, George Livingston.
A funeral service will be held Thursday, December 8, at 10 a.m. at the
John F. Pfleger Funeral Home, 115
Tindall Road, Middletown. Burial will
be at the Fair View Cemetery in
Middletown.

December 8, 2005
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IN IT TO WIND IT…Recently, the Calderone woodwinds performed for a benefit
for Our Lady of Mt. Karmel’s School in Boonton at the Parsippany Hilton. Pictured,
from left to right, are: Daphne Cunliffe, Marsall Green, Professor Lee Zakian,
Nicholas Timpano and Rakesh Babu. For more information, contact Professor
Calderone at (973) 428-0405 or Professor Anna Hernandez at (973) 467-4688.

Cellist Tchekmazov
Joins NJWA Studio
WESTFIELD – Dr. Ted Schlosberg,
founder and executive director of the
New Jersey Workshop for the Arts,
has announced that cellist Andrey
Tchekmazov has joined the staff of
The Music Studio.
Mr. Tchekmazov, a soloist, recitalist and chamber musician, has a master of music degree from the Moscow
Conservatory and has completed postgraduate studies at the Juilliard School
of Music in New York. The international artist has also performed in
solo recitals in New York, Italy, Brazil and Japan, as well as in chamber
and orchestral performances in the
United States, Russia and Brazil. His
radio and recording credits include
those for WQXR, WGBN, WNCP,
TV 1, TV 13 and ZNR.
The noted cellist was the first prize
recipient of the Koussevitzky Cello
Competition in New York, winner of
the Grand Prize at the Vittorio Gui
International Chamber Music Competition in Florence, Italy and the
Third Prize and Critic Award Winner
at the Premio Trio de Trieste in Italy.
Mr. Tchekmazov, who was appointed principal cellist of the São
Paolo Symphony and the Moscow
Chamber Orchestra, is a founding
member of the New York Lyric Chamber Players and performs regularly
with the Jupiter Chamber Players in
New York. He has also premiered
works of contemporary composers
such as Ralf Ytrehus, Ira Cremer and
George Warren.

Mount Saint Mary
To Present Concert
AREA – Mount Saint Mary Academy, located at 1645 Route 22, West,
in Watchung, will present its Christmas Concert on Sunday, December
11, at 3 p.m. in the chapel.
The student chorale will perform
as a group, and individual students
will be spotlighted. Instrumentalists
from inside and outside of the school
community will lend their talents to
the performance.
The program will reflect a mixture
of traditional Christmas carols and
more contemporary pieces. Refreshments will follow in the decorated
foyer of the Academy. A freewill offering is requested.

Deadline Extended For
Citizens Advisory Apps
WESTFIELD – The deadline for
receipt of applications to join the
Westfield Public Schools Citizens
Advisory Committee on Enrollment
has been extended to Friday, December 9.
Superintendent of Schools William Foley and the Long Range Planning Committee of the Westfield
Board of Education are establishing a
citizens’ advisory committee to develop a recommendation regarding
current enrollment issues.
The group will focus on the imbalance of enrollments at the intermediate and elementary levels. Information about joining the committee, its expectations and an application form can be accessed from
the district’s homepage on
www.westfieldnjk12.org.

Teen Group Reveals
December Activities
FANWOOD – The Teen Group
of the Fanwood Memorial Library
has announced its schedule of
events for this month.
Dance Dance Revolution will
return on Tuesday, December 20,
from 4:30 to 6 p.m. Teens are invited to test their skills and bring
their friends for contests, refreshments and fun.
“Ten Things to Dip in Chocolate” will be featured on Wednesday, December 21, from 4 to 5 p.m.
Participants will explore the many
things that taste good when dipped
in chocolate.
“Holiday Movies at the Library”
will be presented in the library’s
screening room on Thursday, December 22, at 5 p.m. Pizza, popcorn and soft drinks will be served
while attendees watch a festive
seasonal offering. The name of the
movie will be revealed at the
screening.
The library is located at North
Avenue and Tillotson Road. All
events are open to local teens in
grades 6 through 12. Registration is
required. For more information,
please call Nancy at (908) 322-6400.

www.goleader.com

Hillside Cemetery
Scotch Plains
908.756.1729

www.hillsidecemetery.com
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What’s Behind The
Testing Numbers?
By Dr. Margaret Dolan
Assistant Superintendent of Curriculum and Instruction

No Child Left Behind is the federal
legislation that provides both funding and regulations for education in
the United States. Although No Child
Left Behind contributes 1 percent of
the budget for the Westfield Pubic
Schools, our nine schools must comply with all of the requirements of
this 11,000-page legislation. The testing regulations under this legislation
have changed the picture of student
testing in every public school district
in the country.
While Westfield has surpassed all
of the testing requirements, the public deserves a more complete explanation of what the published tests
scores represent.
For one, students now spend more
time being tested. Fourth graders, for
example, spend five full mornings
completing tests in reading, writing,
mathematics and science. Students in
grades 3, 4, 8 and 11 not only complete multiple-choice questions, they
also write full essays and paragraph
answers to “open-ended questions.”
For all of this additional time spent
in testing, student results can no longer
be compared from state to state. Under No Child Left Behind, each state
develops its own set of standards for
what every child should know in every subject for every grade. Each state
then develops (or pays to have developed) a test to measure achievement
of these standards. Parents receive
test results indicating whether a student is “proficient” (has met state
standards), partially proficient or advanced proficient.
When New Jersey was setting the
proficiency levels for the mandated
state tests, it convened separate groups
of teachers to review field test results
for each subject area and grade level.
I am sure that the individuals involved in this process took their responsibility seriously, but the proficiency levels are not consistent. Year
after year, across the state, the 8th
grade math test has the lowest percent
of students reaching proficiency.
For 2005, only 62 percent of 8th
grade students in the state reached
New Jersey’s proficiency level in
math. For math in grades 3, 4 and 11,
as well as for language arts in grades
4, 8 and 11, the statewide passing
rates ranged from 72 to 83 percent.
The No Child Left Behind legislation takes accountability a step further. Not only does every public school
have to reach the passing rate specific
to each grade and each subject, but
subgroups in every school have to
reach these passing percentages as
well. The subgroups include five racial categories, students who are still
learning English, students who qualify
for free or reduced lunch because of
household income and students receiving special education services.
Let’s take an example that does not
apply to Westfield. Communities that
have migrant workers have to isolate
the scores of the children of migrant
workers. If this subgroup does not
have a passing rate that meets the
requirement for that subject, for that
grade, in that state, the school has
failed.
In addition, No Child Left Behind

keeps raising the bar for each public
school and each subgroup in each
school. By 2014, 100 percent of all
public school students must reach the
proficiency level for each subject for
each grade. As a teacher, principal
and assistant superintendent for 28
years, I awaken each morning believing that I can have a positive impact
on every child for whom I am responsible. Under the existing regulations,
however, I am supposed to believe a
student with significant cognitive disabilities will be able to pass a test
requiring an 8th grade reading level
and that all students who are learning
English as a second language will be
able to write a persuasive essay in a
testing situation.
I have described the current regulations in place in New Jersey under No
Child Left Behind. The Acting Commissioner of Education for New Jersey has announced that she would
like to revamp the entire state-testing
program. The federal department of
education has recently given permission for 10 states to pilot another
system of accountability - but that’s a
topic for another column.
Please send follow-up questions to
edu@goleader.com.

Local Residents Make
Pingry’s Honor Roll
AREA – The Pingry School has
announced the names of students who
were recently appointed to the Middle
School’s first quarter honor roll, for
the period beginning in September
and ending November 14. The honor
roll recognizes students for achieving a B+ average or better with no
individual grade lower than a B-.
Westfield students Helen Daifotis,
grade 7, Kasra Manoocheri, grade 7,
Jason Reitman, grade 7, Taylor
Shepard, grade 7, Alexander Daifotis,
grade 8, Aaron Davis, grade 8, Samuel
Fisher, grade 8, Meghan Hager, grade
8 and Paul Zoidis, grade 8, were honored.
Maxwell Ingrassia, grade 7, from
Mountainside, was also appointed to
the honor roll.

Bennett Selected As
Century Scholar
WESTFIELD – Alison Bennett of
Westfield, a student in the School of
Communication at Northwestern
University, was selected as a Communication Century Scholar.
The Communication Century program was created to recognize individual students for their academic excellence and contributions to classroom
learning. It is designed to provide the
most highly qualified students with
special opportunities to connect with
faculty, conduct independent research
and/or creative activity, and be mentored
for special scholarship and fellowship
competitions.
Students are nominated by the School
of Communication faculty and administrators and selected for the program
based on a record of exceptional scholarship, contributions to the arts, and
leadership in the School and University.
Alison, a 2003 graduate of
Westfield High School, is the daughter of John and Faith Bennett.
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THE STUDENT VIEW
The weekly column written by local high school students

I Love the Zeroes?
By VINCE FITZPATRICK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

When VH1’s “Big In ‘05 Awards”
aired this weekend, something seemed
very familiar every time nominees were
announced. B-list comedians sat in front
of colorful backgrounds, joked on celebrities, movies and TV shows and
commented on any event or trend as if
they had been doing the exact same
thing for months. The reason, of course,
was they had. Anyone who watched
enough cable TV in 2005 has seen the
newest breed of clip show/countdown/
pop culture bonanza that has dominated channels like VH1, MTV, and E!
There was one show, however, that
gave us more to talk about and laugh
at than anything this year: “I Love the
80s”, and its two spin-offs, “Part
Deux” and “3D.” These shows poked
fun at nearly everything that happened during the decade of 19801989, from hair metal to multi-colored leg warmers to George Bush Sr.
After seeing its huge popularity, VH1
was quick to throw together a 1970s
and 1990s version of the show, giving
us even more reasons to laugh and ask
our parents, “Did that really happen?” But now that every decade of
the past 30 years has been covered,
there is one question left — What will
we say about this decade?
Now that we’re halfway through
the first decade of the new millennia,
we’ve seen a lot of strange things.
Many youths of today envy the freedom and experimentation of the 1970s
and laugh at the colorful cheesiness
of the 1980s. We’re even starting to
miss the 1990s, with its pop and rap
explosions and its presidential scandals that don’t involve a war or a
hurricane.
What events and characteristics of
the decade we live in now will people
remember in the future? What will
they laugh at? What will they still
have? Most of all, what will they
name it?
Some of the pop culture phenomena of the past five years are obvious
choices for the clip shows of tomorrow. Reality TV and video games
movies will show the obsession with
drama and short attention span of our
generation, and celebrities like Paris
Hilton, Johnny Depp, Jessica
Simpson, and Simon Cowell will be
easily recognized references for years.
Events like the 2000 election, 9/11,

the War in Iraq, and Hurricane Katrina
will help define the decade, and will
impact the elections and political
movements of years to come.
Our fascination with poker and
Ocean County may seem bizarre, but
some of our blockbuster movies and
screwball comedies could stay as
timeless as the Star Wars trilogy or
Animal House. Even our love of remakes, covers, adaptations, sequels
and 1980s-themed TV shows could
tell future generations about our creativity and love of familiarity.
On the other hand, the overall opinions of future individuals are hard to
predict. Will our music be remembered
as revolutionary or a joke? Will the
impact of Halliburton give the zeroes a
greedy reputation, or will the generosity of the people of our nation during
the aftermath of the tsunami and Katrina
be more substantial? What will future
generations think of the way we dressed,
and the way we talked? And, of course,
what will the history books say about
our president? Only time will tell.
Finally, we have to ask ourselves
what we will call this yet-to-be-named
decade. “The Zeros” seems to be the
working title, but it sounds very negative. In the first half of the 20th century,
the 1900-1909 decade was called “the
naughts.” Some other ideas are “the
double-oh’s” and “the Y2Ks,” but none
seem to work very well. The worst
scenario would be no name at all, which
would make it very hard for our generation to have any kind of identity. With
five years left to go, there’s no telling
how the decade could turn out.
At least we have “I Love the 00s” to
look forward to.
Vincent Fitzpatrick is a sophomore
at Westfield High School.

BOZO THE CLOWNS…The sixth annual Bozo Bowl was recently played by
Washington School alumni (who are currently sophomores) and friends on
Thanksgiving morning. An MVP player is awarded the game ball each year.

THE CANCAN…Brownie Troop 146 from Evergreen School in Scotch Plains
collected canned foods for the Kids Care program sponsored by the school. All the
food will be distributed to local families for Thanksgiving and the children earn
a badge for helping others.

Eric Shea Awarded
Doctorate in Ireland
SCOTCH PLAINS –Eric Shea, a
Scotch Plains resident, was awarded
his doctorate in political science from
Trinity College in Dublin, Ireland
this past week.
Dr. Shea’s dissertation was on European Merger Policy, and, at age 29,
he is one of the youngest recipients of
a doctoral degree in that department.
Dr. Shea is the son of Denise and Eric
Shea and a graduate of St. Joseph’s
High School in Metuchen and
Lynchburg College in Virginia.

THE KIDS HAVE FUN WHILE YOU SHOP!
No more whining, no more shopping trips cut short. Enjoy
hassle-free time to get all your holiday shopping out of the
way. Drop the kids off at Little Scoops for a morning or
evening of holiday activities.

Wed Dec. 14 - 9am - 12pm
Thurs Dec 15 - 6pm - 9 pm
Tues Dec 20 - 9am - 12pm
Bagels, Muffins, Juice, Holiday Activities and Games.
Make Your Own Ice Cream Sundaes!
(Pizza will be served at the evening event)

Wesley Hall Nursery School
1 East Broad St., Westfield
(908) 233 - 9570
Morning & Afternoon Sessions for Ages 21/2 to 4+.
Team Teaching by Experienced Teachers.
Spacious Indoor & Outdoor Play Areas.
Lunch & Enrichment Classes Available.

SPACE IS LIMITED!
$25 per child, $20 p/c for 2, $18 per child for families of 3 or more.

908-497-7090

OWEN BRAND

We are entering our 54th year of providing
quality programming for the pre-school child!

Open Registration
Begins Jan. 30th, 2006.

Your Home-Town
MORTGAGE BANKER

Call Mon. - Fri. Between
9 - 2 to Schedule a Tour
of our Facility.

ISB MORTGAGE CO., LLC

Residential - Construction
Commercial - Bridge Loans
Local: (908) 789-2730
Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 26
obrand@isbmortgageco.com
Licensed Mortgage Bankers - NJ Dept. of Banking
Equal Housing Lender

Puglisi Insurance Agency
1831 East Second Street, Scotch Plains

908-322-5150
www.puglisi-insurance.com

Our 67th Year

“We Service Our Clients.”
A Family Institution Providing
Multiple Lines Of Insurance.
Specializing in:
• Attorneys • Physicians Offices
• Commercial • Home Owners • Workers Compensation

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”
Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer

FAMIL
YL
AW
MILY
LA
· Divorce · Domestic Violence
· Custody · Child Support
· DW
I · Criminal Defense
DWI
· Busine
ss Dispute
s · Commer
cial Litig
ation
Busines
Disputes
Commercial
Litiga
Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

(908) 232-8787
24 Hours · 53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
rjk722@aol.com

richardjkaplow.com

• FREE Car Charger
• FREE Headset
• FREE Case
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DAURIO, HARLEY, DELAFUENTE EACH WIN 2 EVENTS

Blue Devil Swim Boys Glide
To 105-65 Win Over Raiders
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

P.J. Harley, Pat Daurio and Chris
DeLaFuente won two events each to
guide the Westfield High School boys
swimming team to a 105-65 victory
over Scotch Plains-Fanwood in the
season opener at the Westfield Y on
December 3. The Blue Devils claimed
first in every event except the
evening’s first event, the 200-yard
medley relay.

Daurio gave the Blue Devils their
first victory of the evening by touching first in the 200-yard freestyle with
a time of 1:53.72 followed by teammate Matt Green at 1:57 and Raider
Matt Miller at 1:58.4. Daurio also
won the 500-freestyle with a time of
5:13.39 followed by Matt Miller at
5:19.73 and Blue Devil Brian Corea
at 6:17.16. Daurio also teamed with
Green, Dan McGrory and Harley to
seize top honors in the 400-free relay

with a time of 3:36.95.
Harley cruised to victory in the
200-IM with a time of 2:07.35 followed by Phil Anton at 2:13 and
Raider Zack Peart at 2:14.02. Harley
then revved his engines to touch first
in the 100-freestyle at 52.56 followed
by Green at 53.09 and Raider Mike
Fragna at 54.0.
DeLaFuente got his first victory in
the 100-butterfly with a time of 56.3
CONTINUED ON PAGE 16

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BEGINNING OF THE 50 FREESTYLE…The Raiders and the Blue Devil girls leap from the platform to begin the 50-yard
freestyle event that was won by Raider Jillian Murphy in 25.69.

HELOCK, MURPHY WIN 2 INDIVIDUALS, 2 RELAYS

Raider Swim Girls Overcome
Blue Devils in Season Opener
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

NECK AND NECK IN THE 200IM…Blue Devil P.J. Harley, top, and Raider Zack Peart are neck and neck in the 200IM.
Harley pulled ahead to take first in 2:07.35. Blue Devil Phil Anton was second and Peart finished third.

KURZ EXPECTS 10 WRESTLERS TO HAVE 500+ YEAR

Blue Devil Matmen Will Not
Be Forfeit Victims This Year
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Rebirth has beset the Westfield High
School wrestling team that had to
forfeit at least eight of the 14 weight
classes in every meet last year. With
the mix of 10 seniors and 10 of the
sophomore/junior rank, the addition
of 20 avid freshmen will enable the
Blue Devils to fill every weight class.
“We have 40 on the roster. We have
a great balance. This is a great group
of leaders and we have a lot of kids to
follow them. We are going to be a
much-improved team from what we
were last year. It looks bright for the
future,” said Blue Devil Head Coach
Glen Kurz. “The enthusiasm in the
room is great. These kids want to
work hard. They go at a high intensity. The technique you can teach
them. The intensity is harder to teach.
The attitude is everything I could ask
for.”
Adding significantly to the team’s
great attitude is senior Andrew Shaffer
a District 11 champ at 152-lbs who
finished with a 24-7 record and came
within a step of qualifying for the
state tournament.
“He’s gotten progressively better
each year,” said Kurz. “Last year, he
was one round away from the state
tournament. Since then, he has really
committed himself to get to that tournament. Every time there was a tournament, every time there was an open
mat, every time there was a
weightlifting session, he was the first
one there. In this sport, you work hard
it pays off.”
Senior Dan Whitney, who placed
second in the district at 171-lbs and
finished 23-9, and junior Mark Boyd,
who finished 18-9 at 160-lbs, will vie

for the 160-lb spot.
“I think we are going to have to find
a way to get both Dan and Mark into
the lineup. We are not the kind of
team that we can take a kid that was
23-9 or 18-9 and keep him out of the
lineup. They have had success and
they are going to continue to have that

success,” said Kurz.
Senior Colin Willard spotted opponents 20 pounds last year when he
wrestled at 189-lbs but he managed to
qualify for the regions and finish with
a 9-3 record. This season, he is weighing around 176 pounds.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 17

Yes, You Can . . .

THE TAVERN AT STAGE HOUSE

Yes, You Can . . .
Book your birthday, retirement, or holiday
party . . . in our historic setting.

Yes, You Can . . .
Bring your kids every Saturday and Sunday
between 11:30am and 4pm to enjoy a great
meal and the kids are on us!

Yes, You Can . . .
Order from our menu to-go with certain
items by the pound.
Reserve a table between 5pm and 6pm and enjoy a glass of champagne
compliments of the house! (No reservations after 6pm)

THE TAVERN AT

STAGE HOUSE

366 park avenue, scotch plains, nj
908 322 4224

stage house
restaurant and wine bar
366 park avenue, scotch plains, nj
908 322 4224

Melissa Helock and Jillian Murphy
each won two individual events and
swam on two winning relays to boost
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School girls to a 92-78 victory over
Westfield in the season opener before
a packed house on December 3 at the
Westfield Y.
The competition was expected to
be fierce. Last year, the Raiders won
the NJSIAA Public “B” state championship and tied the Blue Devils for
the Union County title. It marked the
13th consecutive county title for the
Lady Blue Devils.
Although the Raiders have graduated several fine swimmers, prior to
the meet Raider Head Coach Jessie
Hulnick said, “With Annie O’Halloran,
Allison Haggan and Kim Rizzo, we
have reloaded quite nicely. This (meet)
will be a nice base from where we
could go from here. This is just a real
fun meet. It’s a good atmosphere and
competitive but, at the same time, it
doesn’t get out of control.”
“I think we had a great meet. Scotch

Plains is a great team. They were state
champs last year. Coming in, we knew
that it was going to be a really tough
meet but we stepped up in places I
didn’t even expect. We are missing
one swimmer who is on medical leave
right now. That was a hole we were

trying to fill. We moved people around
and people stepped up. So, I am hoping to have a really good season,” said
Blue Devil Head Coach Jaime
Ruszala.
Helock touched first in the 200 IM
CONTINUED ON PAGE 16

ATTORNEY

AT

LAW

Thomas C. Jardim, Esq.
Ramsey Berman, P.C.
Specializing in:
EMPLOYMENT DISPUTES &
SEVERANCE AGREEMENTS
REAL ESTATE & LAND USE
ESTATE PLANNING & ELDER LAW

222 RIDGEDALE AVENUE, MORRISTOWN, NJ 07962

973.267.9600
tjardim@hrb-nj.com

FAX:

973.984.1632
www.hrb-nj.com
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Devil’s Den

All I Want for Christmas
Is My Thanksgiving Game
By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WORKING ON DEFENSIVE DRILLS…Blue Devils Tara Handza, front, Gabrielle O’Leary, center, and Erin Miller go
over defensive drills during a practice session.

PT. GUARD O’LEARY TO SET UP MILLER, SLODYCZKA

Lady Devil Cagers Eye Success
With Seasoned Sophomores
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Two years ago, the Westfield High
School girls basketball team went
winless and last year, with the arrival
of four talented freshmen, the Blue
Devils finished with a 9-13 record
and gave notice that, in the near future, they were going to be one of the
top teams in the county. Now, this
team, comprised of four seasoned
sophomores and three juniors are
ready to make its mark on the county
and area scene.
“We are coming off a nine-win
season. I owe a lot, the fact that they
are seasoned, to their off-season when
they work together as a group. Many
of the parents help keep them committed to basketball. They show them
the importance of being committed
to a program,” said Blue Devil Head
Coach Joe Marino. “We want to shake
up the county a little bit and let people
know, when they come to our place,
they are going to have a battle on their
hands.”
Last year, forward Erin Miller, now
a sophomore, had a knack to weave
around or even drive through defenders to score. She banged in 31 threepointers and led her team with 376
points. She also led the team in steals
with 85, was second in assists with 78
and pulled down 71 rebounds.
“Erin can take the ball to the basket
from any side of the court. She loves

banging it up inside, getting rebounds,
and she’s deadly from the outside.
She is an all-around great athlete and
a great player to coach. They all basically are. They listen to what you say
and they go out there and execute,”
said Marino.
Sophomore center Stephanie
Slodyczka led the Blue Devils with
179 rebounds last year while being
second in scoring with 252 points.
“Her biggest strength is she has
speed. She is smart on the court. She
has intelligence, great court sense.
She can also hit shots from the outside. She is a scrapper,” Marino said.
Sophomore point guard Gabrielle
O’Leary led the team in assists with
85 was the second chief thief with 44
steals and contributed 104 points.
“Gabby is the quarterback. She
knows she has to come down the
court. She has to see what’s going on.
She makes the calls. That’s the reason
Erin and Stephanie scored their points
last year because Gabby set the table
for them,” said Marino.
Sophomore Danielle Infantino displayed amazing tenacity defensively
last year and was second on the team
with 94 rebounds.
“Danielle is a scrappy player on
defense. She makes people turn the
ball over quite often. She’s under
control. On offense, when she gets
the ball, she can make it happen,”
Marino said.

Team captains forward Katie
Cronin and Casey El Kourey, both
juniors, each contributed 49 rebounds
last year.
“They are two great leaders. The
girls look up to them. Katie hits the
boards hard. She also can play a four
spot as a center. Casey is a utility
person. She can fit anywhere on the
court. All these girls are basically
interchangeable,” said Marino who
added. “On game day, we are going to
have a third captain.”
Junior LeAnne Skorge, who had a
lot of playing time last year, will add
strength at center.
“She is a big girl inside. She can
play the four-five spot. LeAnne is not
afraid to bang it up with people,” said
Marino.
Also, Marino presently intends to
use a few talented freshmen in Tara
Handza and Gabby Jacobs.
Marino feels that Union Catholic,
Roselle Catholic and Elizabeth may
be strong this season with reference
to Union County.
“We have to respect for every team
we play. We are in the Watchung
Conference and many of those teams
are also in Union County. There are a
lot of teams in the top 10 that we are
looking forward to playing this year
because we feel that maybe it’s our
turn to have a taste and having a little
respect. We are going to be very competitive,” said Marino.

The headline in a recent Philadelphia Inquirer read: “Rivalries are OK,
but don’t mess with the playoffs.” Instantly, I thought, hmm, what if you
switch the first and last words and it
said: “Playoffs are OK, but don’t mess
with the rivalries”?
A week earlier, my old colleague
Tony Graham had a column in the
Asbury Park Press about the demise of
Thanksgiving rivalries. The main reason: the playoffs.
There are well over 300 high schools
in New Jersey who have football teams.
And, seriously, probably around 50
every year have any chance of winning
a “state” title, otherwise known as a
sectional title. To play down to a single
winner in each group — as many states
do — it’s virtually impossible for the
good teams to have a late-season
Thanksgiving-type rivalry.
(Case in point: North Penn High
School in Lansdale, Pa., has a bitter
25-year-old rivalry with cross-town
Lansdale Catholic. But both have been
involved deep in the PIAA playoffs
recently, so they haven’t met the past
four Thanksgivings.)
And you know what happens when
a longtime tradition falls by the wayside? It gets forgotten, quicker than
you’d think. Since the playoffs became a reality in New Jersey, Ohio and
Pennsylvania in the mid-1970s,
Thanksgiving rivalries have dwindled
in importance, or even disappeared
(the biggest rivalry game in the country — Ohio’s Massillon vs. Canton
McKinley — is played on the Saturday
of Halloween weekend because of the
playoffs, which start their potential
five-week run the following week.
For those of us who grew up with
great rivalries (Red Bank-Long Branch
as a kid, then Plainfield-Westfield the
last 44 years), it’s just a shame. There
is nothing better than a Thanksgiving
morning game (which will most likely
outdraw almost any playoff game, by
the way), with the alumni gathering (if
they didn’t at the Jolly Trolley the
night before) and the cold wintry
weather and the memories of old
Thanksgiving games dancing in your
head.
(Case in point II: In Ohio, Massillon
played Canton McKinley in their annual 10th game showdown on Oct. 29,
drawing a crowd of nearly 25,000.
Three weeks later, the two teams met
in the Regional championship game,
again on a Saturday at 2 p.m., and drew
16,000!)
Unfortunately, the way things have
become and the way they’re going, at
some point in the future the minority
of schools who are annually involved
with the playoffs at this time of year
(the finalists in the 20 different groupings plus a handful of others who usually contend) are going to win out over

the majority of schools whose seasons
have long been over. If the playoffs
were to be done right, and played down
to a single champion in each Group, it
would make it very difficult to continue those annual Thanksgiving games
that some of us have come to cherish.
And there’s nothing that anybody
can do about it. I can remember going to
a Red Bank-Long Branch game back in
the early 1950s, when my dad was
sports editor at the Long Branch Daily
Record. I can still remember the Green
Wave backfield of Clarence (Bobo)
Reeves, Tony Ippolito, Bob Britton and
Tony Graziano. They ran the single
wing offense for coach Army Ippolito.
Westfield has played many games in
the playoffs since the current system
was started in 1974, but to be honest, the
only two I remember much about are
the two at Giants Stadium against
Barringer (1977) and Morristown
(1998). But Thanksgiving games, where
do we start? Sophomore Marty
Howarth’s two interceptions, fumble
recovery and touchdown-saving tackle
to give Les Zorge a 13-7 win in his final
game as coach in 1960 ... Norm
Krystopik running wild as Plainfield
handed Gary Kehler his first coaching
defeat in 1962 ... Frank Jackson’s four
touchdowns in a 1969 romp ... Joe
Monninger hitting 19 of 26 passes for
233 yards in 1970 ... The Ice Bowl and
WHS’s 12-6 win in 1971 ... Glen Kehler
scoring all 31 points in his final WHS
game in 1974 ... Dean Boylan’s 1-yard
sneak to win 9-6 in the rain in 1975 and
salvage a winning season ... Our vicious 6-2 win over Uncle Miltie
Theodosatos in 1978 ... The 3-2 win the
following year after a playoff loss to
Livingston the previous Saturday ...
Plainfield’s 21-3 win in 1982 that was
Kehler’s final game as coach ... The
bitter 21-7 loss to Plainfield a week
before the 1998 state final ... Mike Mroz
and Matt Daly combining for nearly
200 yards rushing in a 42-25 win in
2000 ... Jan Cocozziello’s fourth-quarter run down the sideline to pull out a
14-6 win in 2002 ... Plainfield’s 9-7 win
on a fourth-quarter safety in 2003.
I know I’m spittin’ into the wind and
that most likely the Thanksgiving Day
game will eventually go the way of the
Edsel or Betamax or the Westfield
White Diamond. I just hope it’s after
I’m long gone.
WHO DO YOU WANT?
A small sampling of verbal feedback has indicated there’s a split among
WHS fans as to whether they would
rather continue to play Plainfield on
Thanksgiving, or play Scotch PlainsFanwood, if that were to become a
possibility (which it currently isn’t).
Since The Den is a democratic place
(though not a capitalistic place, and
definitely not a republican place), we
are opening it up to you, the reader.

Just take 30 seconds and send us an email to the address at the bottom of the
column, saying which school, and why,
and we will produce the results in an
upcoming Den.
DEN TRIVIA
Who is the No. 2 all-time leading
boys basketball scorer at Westfield
High School? Hint: Bob King is No. 1
with 1,329 and Boo Bowers in No. 3 at
1,002.
THE MISSING YEARS
Jeff Gilbert and Jim Wilday (both
WHS class of 1961) apparently had a
little too much time on (or something
in) their hands recently and while discussing sports rivalries came up with
an interesting question: Why did
Westfield not play Scotch Plains or
Cranford in football for almost 30
years?
Westfield defeated Scotch Plains 200 in 1929, and lost to Cranford 21-16 in
1932, and then did not play either
again on the gridiron until 1961, when
all three belonged to the Watchung
Conference. It’s an interesting question. We played both schools in other
sports during that time period, just not
in football.
The Den will look into this one, but
probably not until after swim season.
Any old-timers out there who can help
out?
MASSILLON FALLS
In another wild game, in the Ohio
big school championship at the Akron
Rubber Bowl, my (adopted) Massillon
Tigers came up short of unbeaten Cincinnati St. Xavier, 21-17. A tough ending to an awesome season for a team I
would still rank in the top five high
school teams I’ve ever seen.
And congrats to Phillipsburg, for
going 12-0 and proving that it may
have a solid argument as New Jersey’s
No. 1 team after a 15-6 win over
Piscataway in the North Section 2
Group 4 final. And double congrats to
St. Peter’s Prep, for shutting up the big
online loudmouths from Don Bosco
Prep 22-15 in the Non-Public Group 4
final!
TRIVIA ANSWER
Bob Felter, a sweet-shooting 6-foot5 forward with inside moves way ahead
of his time, finished with 1,094. He
had 254 in 1963 as a sophomore (averaging 10.6 points per game playing on
same team as King), 356 as a junior
(18.8 ppg) and 484 as a senior (22.0
ppg). WHS was 44-16 during his three
years, and won two (1963, ’65) of the
three Union County Tournament championships the school has won (the other
was in 1959).
The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
scholastic sports season. Contact us
with comments, suggestions or trivia
questions at bj1019@aol.com. Go
Devils!

Visit us at burgdorff.com to see all our homes for sale.

In Westfield

If you’re thinking of selling…
WESTFIELD

$1,510,000

Exceptional “Wychwood” Colonial brimming with charm and quiet sophistication.
Completely updated in 2005. 10 rooms, 4 Bedrooms, 3.5 stunning baths, 3
fireplaces, gourmet Kitchen and so much more!

WESTFIELD

$999,900

Wonderful Colonial/Victorian home with wrap-around porch, move-in condition,
high ceilings, pocket doors, beautiful floors, newer roof, Kitchen and baths,
updated electric and plumbing. Near town and train.

ﬁnd out why Burgdorff, ERA
listings in Westﬁeld and surrounding
towns on average sell for

higher*
than the rest of the MLS.
Contact a Burgdorff Professional today.
WESTFIELD

$1,095,000

Charm, quality and quiet elegance radiate throughout this stunning 10-room
center hall Colonial built in 1934. Large Family Room and Master Suite
addition 1998, 2 fireplaces, Central Air Conditioning, lovely property with
heated, in-ground pool. Close to town, schools and transportation.

WESTFIELD

$1,098,000

Vintage Victorian! Wonderful updated home with a wrap around porch, open
floor plan, gourmet Kitchen, Family Room, wine cellar, 5 Bedrooms, 2.5 baths
and is close to train and town.

Extraordinary Professionals Exceeding Expectations.
* Based on the average list price/sale price ratios from GSMLS data for period 6/03-6/04
for Westﬁeld, Cranford, Fanwood, Garwood, Mountainside, Scotch Plains

For all your mortgage needs Call ERA Mortgage at 888-421-3813
WESTFIELD OFFICE • 600 North Avenue West • Westfield, NJ 07090 • (908) 233-0065
16 Offices Throughout New Jersey
Owned and Operated By NRT Incorporated
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BENOVENGO, KAYE NAMED RAIDER CO-CAPTAINS

SP-F Lady Raiders Present
New Era on Basketball Court
By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PRACTICING TILTING MANEUVERS…Raider Trevor Cannon, top, practices a tilting maneuver on Pat Mineo during
a practice session.

MINEO, GANO, GIANNACI HEADING TO THE ‘BEAST’

Raider Matmen Up Schedule
To Prepare for Post-Season
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School wrestling Head Coach John
Scholz has bolstered his team’s schedule with some stiff competition to
prepare for the post-season tournaments. In addition to their Union
County (UC) foes and some intense
tournaments, the Raiders have added
powerhouses Delaware Valley, Seton
Hall Prep, Hanover Park, Randolph
and Toms River North.
“We have around 50 kids. We are
basically a young bunch, a little different than what we are used to in a
sense that they are a little low key but
they all have high goals set for themselves and are ready to go the extra
mile,” said coach Scholz.
Although no team captains have
been selected to date, the younger
Raiders will look up to seniors Nick
Giannaci, Joe Foote and Gary
Schardien and juniors Pat Mineo, Sal
Gano, Damien Gibbs, Ricky Olsson
and Dave DeNichilo.
“I rely a lot on the juniors and
seniors to get the operation going and
to make sure the younger kids in the
room are right with the program,”
said Scholz.
Giannaci came up big last year at
215-lbs, placing third in the UCT, second in the district tournament and
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finishing with a 23-10 record. This
season he intends to slim down to 189lbs and hopes to take that extra step to
qualify for the state tournament.
“He’s trimmed down. 189 is a great
position for him. He just missed getting to the states by a few matches. He
is excited. He is doing everything he
is supposed to be doing,” said Scholz.
Mineo won the UCT and district
crowns at 140-lbs, placed second in
the region to qualify for the trip to
Atlantic City and finished with a 305 record. He will remain at 140-lbs.
“Pat knows what he needs to do
this year. He is doing roadwork and
club wrestling. I think he owns that
weight class, especially in our area,”

said Scholz.
Gano placed second in the UCT and
won the district crown at 119-lbs last
year and finished with a 25-8 record.
Gano will compete at 119-lbs again.
“When Sal is on, there is no stopping him. This is a great weight for
him. His tool box is filled with moves,”
Scholz said.
Giannaci, Mineo and Gano will be
competing in the prestigious “Beast
of the East” tournament at the University of Delaware on December 17.
As a freshman last year, Trevor
Cannon showed rapid improvement,
qualified for the region tournament at
112-lbs and finished with a 17-14
CONTINUED ON PAGE 16

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

TOWN OF WESTFIELD

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

Public Notice is hereby given that the
ordinance as follows was passed and
adopted by the Town Council of the Town
of Westfield at a meeting thereof held on
November 29, 2005.
Claire J. Gray
Acting Town Clerk
GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 1859
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
THE TOWN CODE OF THE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
CHAPTER 13 “MOTOR VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC” BY
AMENDING CERTAIN PROVISIONS THEREOF
1 T - 12/8/05, The Leader

Fee: $16.83

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that at the
meeting of the Zoning Board of Adjustment of the Township of Scotch Plains
held on December 1, 2005, the following
decision of the Board was memorialized:
Granted a Use Variance with conditions
and Waiver of Site Plan Approval to Marke
Enterprises, Inc. t/a Bowcraft Amusement Park in order to permit the installation of an additional ride at the property
located at 2524-2545 Route 22 West
(Block 4802, Lots 9, 10, 11 and 12),
Scotch Plains.
Linda M. Lies
Board Secretary
1 T - 12/8/05, The Times
Fee: $16.83

Open House: Sun. 12/11 12-4PM

$699,000

Welcome to this lovely expanded ranch in the heart of Westfield. This home has a flexible floor plan with generous
sized rooms to suit any lifestyle, with tasteful upgrades and amenities throughout. This home boasts four bedrooms,
2 1/2 baths, updated eat-in kitchen with breakfast nook, living room with woodburning fireplace, central air, newer
roof and driveway, upgraded electrical and much more. All lovingly maintained on a tranquil landscaped property.
DIR: Central to Roger #330 (052000585)

There will be a noticeable change
in the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School girls’ basketball lineup this
season as another Raider era is about
to begin under “new” Head Coach
Bruce Davis who brings with him
five years of Raider junior varsity
experience that include Union County
Junior Varsity Championship in 2004
and 2005.
The Raiders graduated four super
athletes (Hillary Klimowicz, Jenny
Burke, Maura Gillooly and Elizabeth
DeCataldo) who produced a fine 24-5
record last year under Head Coach
Lori Gear McBride. They captured the
Union County (UC) crown and made
it to the finals of the North Jersey,
Group 3, and Section 2 where they fell
victim to Malcolm X Shabazz.
However, the Raiders still have several big guns who are expected to
make a major impact. Senior Lauren
Benovengo, who was second on the
team last year in rebounds with 191
and sank 106 points, will start at the
center or forward position. Junior guard
Allie Zazzali, who bucketed 169 points,
including 14 three-pointers, added 70
rebounds and was the chief thief with
43 swipes, will lead the charge along
with junior guard Lauren Mains.
Benovengo and guard Loni Kaye were
named team captains.
“Benovengo, Kaye, Zazzali and
Mains were the core of my team when
we won the 2004 UC Junior Varsity
championship, so I know what to
expect from those kids,” said Davis.
Benovengo is noted for her toughness on the inside, she’s a good
rebounder and will be a good floor
leader. Kaye and Zazzali will share
the load at point guard. Both are as
tough as they come. They’ll get in
your face and are pretty good outside
shooters. Mains, a tremendous athlete is a tenacious defender and makes
you work to score and is a good
rebounder for her size. Sophomores
Brianne Mahoney and Kendra Spady
experienced varsity minutes last year
and will round out the starting nucleus.
“We’re going to build on what we
accomplished last year while maintaining that same offensive and defensive philosophy with some variations and some new wrinkles in them,”
said Davis. “We’re not as big, have
that strong post player we had last
year, so we’ll have our work cut out
for us. There’s no doubt about that.
We’ll need our experienced players
to step up their role. A lot more will be
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required of them.”
Assistant coach Kathryn Jefferson,
a Seton Hall University power forward through 2001, added, “Since we
have such a young team, we’re going
to take it game by game and every
game, win or lose, will be a learning
and growing experience for us.”
Expected to get plenty of floor time
will be 6’1” freshman center Kaylin
Jaichon, sophomores Emily Meehan
and Molly Meehan, and freshmen
Raychel Kruper, Jackie Law and
Kathryn DeCataldo.
“I like to play an up-tempo type of

game. I like putting on pressure defense and running the ball, therefore
we’re going to play a lot of fresh faces
this year,” said Davis. “I expect them
to contribute right from the first game
on and we’re going to play every game
to win; that’s our goal. We have a very,
very tough schedule. Everyone will be
gunning for us because of the success
we had over past years and they’ll be
looking to take it out on this group.
They know it and they’re up for the
challenge. A formidable but realistic
goal is that we want to make states;
that’s .500 by February 1st.”

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SP-F RAIDER READY THEIR GUNS…Pictured, left to right, Lauren Mains,
Loni Kaye, Lauren Benovengo and Allie Zazzali expect to make a major impact
on the court this season under Head Coach Bruce Davis.
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We Reach People... Not Driveways!

Complete Reconstruction!

$799,900

Now under complete reconstruction - Center Hall Colonial on original foundation on a quiet tree-lined street. This
soon to be stunning home will feature 4 bedrooms, 2 1/2 baths, family room off of a gourmet kitchen & hardwood
floors. The 3rd floor bonus room could be used as your private hide-away. (052000547)

Homes by Rapuano Realty Investments, Inc.

WESTFIELD

Pre-Construction Opportunity

$1,925,000

Nestled in a notable storybook enclave, this custom residence, with European flair, boasts luxurious amenities and
includes 5 bedrooms, 4 1/2 baths, French doors to library, 2-3 fireplaces, dramatic two story entrance foyer with
circular oak staircase. Volume ceiling, hardwood floors thruout, formal living and dining rooms with mahogany
inlays, grande master suite with sitting room, dual walk-in closets and elegant spa bath, walk-up attic, designer
kitchen plus breakfast room and more! 4400 sq. ft. + additional 2000 sq. ft. of finished basement. Call Holly for
more information at 908-693-7544. (052000590)

WESTFIELD

Two-Family Victorian

$899,900

Spectacular, renovated top to bottom, 2-Family Victorian. Two cherry wood kitchens with full appliance packages,
refinished hardwood floors, CAC on first floor, air conditioning units on 2nd & 3rd floor & finished basement. Redone
bathrooms, vintage style wrap-around porch, steps to YMCA & blocks to town & train. “Available: Architects plans for
single family conversion!” (052000593)
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Raider Swim Girls Overcome
Blue Devils in Season Opener
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Blue Devil Swim Boys Glide
To 105-65 Win Over Raiders

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

with a time of 2:14.38 followed by
Blue Devil Darrell Ann Smith at
2:17.87 and Raider Becca Fox at
2:20.37. She later won the 100-yard
butterfly with a time of 1:01.83 followed by Raiders Kate Kosenick at
1:05.07 and Haggan at 1:06.69.
Helock teamed with Mary Henkels,
Fox and anchorperson Murphy to win
the evening’s first event, the 200medley relay with a time of 1:55.36
Blue Devils Kylie Fraser, Katie Morgan, Julie Cederroth and Liz Hawkins
finished second at 1:57.1.
In the 400-yard freestyle relay,
which included Raiders Kristen
Henkels, Brittany Larkin and Fox,
Helock had a great kick in the anchor
leg to come from behind and touch
first with a time of 3:51.7. Smith,
Fraser, Brittany Reyes and Hawkins
touched second at 3:53.59
“Melissa can really turn on when
she needs to. I have a lot of choices
with her. She can do multiple events,”
said Hulnick.
Murphy won the 50-yard freestyle
with a time of 25.69 followed by
Mary Henkels at 26.22 and Blue Devil
Morgan at 26.41. She won the 100yard freestyle at 56.56 and anchored
the winning 200-yard free relay, which
included Kristen and Mary Henkels
and Larkin, finishing in 2:14.38.
Larkin maintained a strong pace to
win the grueling 500-yard freestyle
event with a time of 5:46.33 followed
by Blue Devil Stephanie Albright who
touched second at 5:49.25 and Rizzo
at 5:52.3. Albright also finished third
in the 200 free at 2:09.84.

Blue Devil Fraser won the 200yard freestyle with a time of 2:03.35
and also touched first in the 100-yard
backstroke at 1:03.13 followed by
Mary Henkels at 1:03.31 and Blue
Devil Smith at 1:05.64. Fraser, Morgan, Julie Cederroth and Hawkins
placed second in the 200-medley relay with a time of 1:57.1. Morgan
came in first in the 100-breaststroke
with a time of 1:10.44 followed by
Fox at 1:11.88 and Blue Devil Lauren
McCurdy at 1:15.14.
“Katie Morgan had a great breaststroke race. Kylie did really well in
the back stroke and, in the 500,
Stephanie Albright stepped up,”
Ruszala noted.
“It is a good win for early in the
season. It’s good training for later on
this year. I am very pleased with
where we are right now. By no means
is it a prediction for things to come.
Westfield is a great team,” stated
Hulnick. “It’s going to be a battle
when we go to counties.”
“It was tough at the beginning of
the year to have such a tough meet,”
said Ruszala. “I didn’t know the freshmen as well. It really is hard to gauge
but this gives us a really good indication of what we need to do in order to
get ready for the counties.”
In order to prepare for the Union
County tournament and the sectionals,
Hulnick’s aims are, “Swim well, train
hard and stay healthy. That’s really
the big thing, is to have everybody
healthy at the same time. Last year we
were fortunate. Everyone hit good
times at the same time.”

Weichert

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

David B. Corbin (October 2005 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COACH OF THE YEAR…Blue Devil girls tennis Head Coach Ed Tirone, named
The Star-Ledger Coach of the Year, converses with second doubles players Rachel
Louie, center, and Kim Morawski.

Westfield’s Ed Tirone Named
Tennis ‘Coach of the Year’
Westfield High School girls tennis
Head Coach Ed Tirone has been
named The Star-Ledger Girls Tennis
Coach of the Year 2005. Tirone’s Blue
Devils won the Union County Tournament, the North Jersey, Section 2,
Group 4 title and the overall Group 4
title before being stopped, 3-2, by
No. 1 ranked, 21-0 Holmdel in the
Tournament of Champions.
The Blue Devils finished No. 4 in the
state with a 23-1 record and had two
girls, Lisa Aliche and Jessica Bender,
who were selected First Team All-State.
Seniors Aliche and Bender went undefeated at 28-0 and won the Union
County first doubles crown, as well as

the New Jersey state doubles crown.
Blue Devil junior Nikki Reich was
selected Second Team All-Group 4 at
first singles, First Team All-Union
County and finished with a 14-3 record.
Kim Morawski and Rachel Louie, who
also won the Union County title at
second doubles, finished with an undefeated record and were selected
Third Team All-Group 4 and SecondTeam All-Union County.
Lindsay Goldberg, who took second in the county tournament at second singles, finished with a 12-7
record and Lane Maloney, a Union
County champion at third singles,
finished with a 20-1 record.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAIDERS ON THE RISE…Raiders Gary Schardien (103-lbs), left, Joe Bachi (152160-lbs), center, and Dave DeNichilo (152-lbs) are expected to add a lot of victories.

Raider Matmen Up Schedule
To Prepare for Post-Season

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

DOWN THE HOME STRETCH…Blue Devil Katie Morgan leads the rest in the
100-yard breaststroke and wins with a time of 1:10.44.
®

MEET YOUR WEICHERT, REALTORS NEIGHBORHOOD SPECIALIST

Adie Shaalan
• Top Sales & Top Producer Month of November
• Union County area Specialist
• Residential . . . Including Condos and Townhouses
• Buying, Selling or Rental

“We call him rock-and-roll Ricky
O! He wrestles as hard as he possibly
can,” said Scholz.
DeNichilo, who competed behind
state place winner Steve Mineo last year
at 135-lbs, has sprouted to compete at
152-lbs and sophomore Joe Bachi, who
competed at 160 last year, plans to compete in the 152-160-lb range.
“DeNichilo wrestled 103 for us as
a freshman and he wants to get back
into the varsity lineup. Both have
gotten big. Both are workhorses,”
commented Scholz who concluded,
“This year we picked up some good
matches, some good independents
because I want to get these kids ready
for the tournaments.”

relay and the 400-free relay.
“I think we are a little bit deeper
than last year. I’m excited about it. It
seems we have enough depth to cover
down the line, especially in counties
and states,” said Raider Head Coach
Jessica Hulnick prior to the meet.
In the 200-medley, Peart, Pesin,
Mike Miller and anchor Fragna won
with a time of 1:48.05 followed by
Blue Devils Kyle Murray, Matt Morgan, Blutfield and Colin Sullivan at
1:51.49 and Raiders Dan Nieto, An-

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

LEAVING THE PLATFORM…The Blue Devil and Raider boys launch from the
platform to start the 200-freestyle that was won by Blue Devil Pat Daurio in
1:53.72. See picture on page 17.

followed by Raiders Peart and Fragna
with respective times of 1:00.83 and
1:01.51. Blutfield, Colin Sullivan,
Cuba and Max Blum won the 200free relay at 1:38.26.
But the Raiders did prove that they
had been improving in the depth department by taking 1-3 in the 200medley relay and 2-3 in the 200-free
PUBLIC NOTICE
BOARD OF EDUCATION OF THE
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD
SCHOOL DISTRICT
UNION COUNTY, NEW JERSEY
ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 15

record. This year, Cannon is expected
to compete in the 130-lb range.
“Trevor is a very serious, intense
wrestler. He comes in the room very
willing to learn new things but, at the
same time on the mats, he doesn’t
give anything up,” said Scholz.
Last year, Schardien was several
pounds underweight at 103-lbs but this
year he has grown into the weight class.
“Gary has hit his growth spurt. You
don’t get that many good quality seniors at that weight. He’s going to be
one of them,” said Scholz.
Olsson finished with a 16-10 record
at 125-lbs last year and qualified for
the regions. He is expected to remain
at that weight.

followed by Raider Mike Miller at
58.84 and Blue Devil Matt Blutfield
at 1:01.06. DeLaFuente’s second victory came in the 100-breaststroke with
a time of 1:07.2 followed closely by
Anton at 1:07.29 and Raider Brian
Pesin at 1:07.63.
Blue Devils Brandon Cuba and
Luke Baran finished 1-2 in the 50freestyle with respective times of
23.44 and 24.0 followed by Raider
Mike Miller at 24.15. Baran touched
first in the 100-backstroke at 58.98

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on
December 20, 2005 at 11:00 a.m., sealed
bids will be received, opened and read in
public by the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education at the office of the
Business Administrator at Evergreen Avenue & Cedar Street, Scotch Plains, New
Jersey 07076 for the following:
IN DISTRICT SPECIAL NEEDS ROUTES
BID # 0506-4
Specifications and full information may
be obtained upon request at the Business
Office of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board
of Education, Evergreen Avenue & Cedar
Street, Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076
BY ORDER OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION OF THE SCOTCH PLAINSFANWOOD SCHOOL DISTRICT, UNION
COUNTY, NEW JERSEY.
Anthony Del Sordi
Board Secretary
1 T - 12/8/05, The Times
Fee: $24.99

drew Haggan, Jason Thompson and
Jonathan Kosenick at 1:56.82.
Matt Miller, Eric Walker, Kosenick
and Mike Miller took second in the
200-free relay at 1:40.89 followed
by Haggan, Thompson, Peter Weigel
and Dave Regal at 1:49.48. In the
400-free relay, Matt Miller, Walker,
Peart and Fragna took second at
3:54.75 and Weigel, Nieto, Thompson and Pesin finished third at
3:55.31.
“It was pretty solid across the
board. We had 33 kids on the team
and they all got to swim tonight,”
said Blue Devil coach Bruce
Johnson. “Phil Anton dropped four
seconds in his IM. Matt Gelmetti
broke a minute in the 100-free for
the first time in the last relay. Those
are the things that you look for in
these meets so it helps you plan your
lineup for the tournaments. Matt
Green had great races. P.J. and Pat,
Luke Baran and Brandon Cuba, we
don’t sweat them too much and it
was a good job by Scotch Plains.
They were undermanned as far as
we are a deeper team. They swam
hard and there were a lot of great
races for first and second place. They
came after us, which was good, because Bridgewater is going to come
after us. We have to get used to
people coming after us.”

If you are interested in a complementary
market analysis or just in knowing market
trends or prices, please contact me.

Adie Shaalan
of the Weichert Westfield Office
Put his neighborhood knowledge and professional
expertise to work for you.
Invite Adie Shaalan in, and he’ll bring results!
Westfield Office / 908-654-7777
185 Elm St., Westfield, NJ 07090

Kay Gragnano
Sales Associate
WESTFIELD OFFICE
209 CENTRAL AVENUE
908-233-5555

Westfield . . . Gracious center hall Colonial in the heart of Wychwood. This 4
bedroom, 3½ bath home offers an elegant style of living with traditional
appointments and unsurpassed improvements. The beautiful décor is enhanced
by newer baths, lrg. Kitchen w/ spacious FR addition. Amenities incl: new rec
rm, 3 zn heat & CAC, 6 zn sprinkler sys, paver-block drive & walkway, large
patio & circulating koi pond. Walk to sch. WSF0925 $1,250,000

Westfield….Magestic Highland Ave Tudor featuring 5 bedroom, 4 ½ Bths.
Outstanding architectural features include custom heavy chestnut stairway and doors
outfitted with hand made wrought iron hardware. 2 story entry reception hall w/
upper landing. Spacious LR w/beautiful frplc, banquet size formal dining room,
open, airy garden/family room with barrel ceiling, and French drs to raised flgstn
patio. Renovated Kitchen w/separate dining area, custom baths, 1st flr Guest Suite
w/full bth, CAC, RRm, in ground Sylvan pool. WSF0762 $1,799,000

Cranford . . . Elegant, spacious 12 room, 7 bedroom, 4 bath colonial on .80 acre
built in 1912. Vestibule with original leaded glass sidelights opens to gracious
foyer w/exquisite piano quality mahogany wainscoting. LR w/ fireplace, banquet
sz DR,newer cherry EIK, newer BTH, addition w/BR,FR,BTH, Laundry. MBR
w/frplc & BRH. One of Cranford’s premier houses. WSF0826 $1,200,000

Cranford . . . Large, spacious 1983 center hall colonial offering 5/6 Bedrooms,
41/2 bath. Beautiful 2 story entry w/circular staircase and archways, Living Rm,
holiday size Dining Rm, gourmet kit w/separate dining area, center isle, adjacent
Family Rm w/frplc. 1st fl Master BRM w/new marble bath & 2 wlk-in’s.CAC,
Rec Rm, 2 car grge. Walk to everything! WSF0982 $925,000

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

ANOTHER FABULOUS BUONTEMPO HOME
READY FOR OCCUPANCY IN FEBRUARY ‘06.

315 Jefferson Avenue, Westfield
A rare new construction offering! 4,250 square feet of majestic luxury
on a picturesque Westfield Street, with a tremendous list of amenities
and extensive attention to detail. It offers exquisite craftsmanship
throughout, from the gourmet kitchen, six bedrooms and four and
one half custom bathrooms, to the sun drenched conservatory, and 3
car garage, this custom home affords memorable living on a fully
landscaped lot 140’ x 125’ lot. WSF1045 Offered at $2,500,000.
© 2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Kay Gragnano
908-301-2036: Office Direct
908-233-7922: Fax

Hye-Young Choi
#1 Realtor in the Westfield Office 1994-2003 • 10 Consecutive Years

Direct Line: 908-301-2015
email: hye-young@att.net

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

WESTFIELD OFFICE • 209 CENTRAL AVENUE • 908-233-5555, EXT. 169
© 2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

Thursday, December 8, 2005

Page 17

Blue Devil Ice Men Conquer
Bernards, 11-3, in Opener
By ANDREW GOLDMAN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SHOWING SOCCER LEADERSHIP…Scotch Plains residents Christian
Hambleton, left, and Coach Rick Jacobs hope to guide the St. Benedict’s Prep boys
soccer team to an undefeated season.

After last year’s successful season, culminating in a NJISSA state
tournament berth, goals for this year’s
Westfield High School ice hockey
team are high. The team lost a number of seniors that had played significant roles last year.
The Westfield Blue Devils’ first
game demonstrated that the team has
several young players who are ready
to step in to those roles and produce at
the varsity level. The Blue Devils
opened its season with an 11-3 victory over conference foe Bernards on
December 1 in Woodbridge.

Bernards could not keep up with
the Blue Devils’ first line of sophomore Jimmy Bender, sophomore Craig
Esposito and senior Captain Sal
Esposito. The trio combined for eight
goals, five from team captain Sal
Esposito. The Blue Devils also received goals from freshman Michael
Foley, senior Alex Hodara and senior
Captain Jay Anderson. For Foley and
Hodara, it was their first career varsity
goal. Both Adam Becker and Eric
Zagorski played well in goal.
The Blue Devils continued their
season this week in the Cron Tournament with a showdown against Old
Bridge on December 5.

Blue Devil Matmen Will Not
Be Forfeit Victims This Year

SP’s Hambleton Leads No. 1
St. Benedict’s Boys Soccer
Scotch Plains resident, Christian
Hambleton, a senior at St. Benedict’s
Prep in Newark, has captained his
team along with co-captain Michael
Pezza to an undefeated soccer season.
Such excellence is no surprise for
St. Benedict’s Prep. This year it won
the Essex County Championship,
garnered its 19th consecutive State
Championship (between Prep A and
Parochial) and the National Soccer
Coaches Association of America has
ranked the school number one in the
nation.
Christian played center back and
has completed his third year on the
varsity team and his second year starting. Off the field, Christian excels in
the classroom, with a 3.94 GPA and is
ranked second in his class.

Head Coach Rick Jacobs, also a
Scotch Plains resident, is the
winningest high school soccer coach
of all time in win percentage (.958).
He has an appreciation for this year’s
leadership that sets it apart from years
past: “Christian captained what could
arguably be called the best team that
St. Benedict’s Soccer has ever had.
This group will go down as one of the
most dominating teams during my 21
years at the school. Much of the success needs to be attributed to Christian and co-captain Michael Pezza,
who got a group of students to trust
and follow them.”
Christian has signed a letter of intent to attend Davidson College in
North Carolina, where he has been
offered a soccer scholarship.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ROOTING FOR THEIR TEAMS…The Blue Devils and Raiders root their
swimmers on in one of the final races of the evening at Wallace Pool in Westfield.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

READY TO REACT…Blue Devils Bob Mroz, top, and Peter Protogiannis wait
to react to the whistle during wrestling practice.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

Karen Clarkson www.clarkson photos.com/icehockeyfor The Westfield Leader and The Times

INTIMIDATING THE GOALIE…Blue Devil ice hockey ace Sal Esposito scored
five goals against Bernards in the season opener.

“Colin is a smart wrestler. He has
developed a strategy where he can go
in there at 189 a little undersized and
do well. With a little bit more size, he
is going to be fine up there,” Kurz
said.
Senior Bob Mroz, who was injured
last year, will add strength to the 189lb class.
“He’s got a lot of good instincts. He
is a hard worker and picks up quickly,”
noted Kurz.
Senior Matt Kamel came on very
strong at the end of the season and
qualified for the regions at 119. This
year, Kamel is expected to compete
in the 130-lb realm.
“Matt is the kind of guy who deserves everything he gets,” said Kurz.
“He had a very productive summer.
He does what you ask him. He does it

WF Warriors Handle
Three of Four in Hoops

PARTICIPATING IN A TURKEY SHOOTOUT…The Westfield Warriors sixth
grade basketball team won three of four games at the Pocono Invitational Turkey
Shootout Tournament in Pottstown, Pa. Pictured, left to right, are: front row;
Paul Werner, Nate Mitchell, Jackson O’Leary, Chris Albanese and Mike Mondon;
second row, Jake Harris, Ned Allen, Alex Williams, Dan Burke, Mike Giacone and
Ryan Elliott; back row, Assistant Coach Mike Giacone, Head Coach John
O’Leary and Assistant Coach Rick Elliott.

The Westfield Warriors, the sixth
grade boys travel basketball team,
coached by John O’Leary, traveled to
The Hill Academy in Pottstown, PA
to participate in the 2005 Invitational
Turkey Tip Off. Westfield easily
handled three of their four opponents
defeating Perk Valley, PA, 48-13;
Spring Valley (A), PA , 43-17; and
Spring Valley (B), PA, 65-29.
The Warriors loss came at the hands
of Hershey, PA, who had finished
fourth in the nation in last year’s AAU
tournament. The Warriors lost in a
close game, 37-33.
Alex Williams, Jackson O’Leary,
Nate Mitchell and Michael Mondon
paced the scoring. Mike Giaccone
and Ryan Elliott dominated the boards
along with Ned Allen who, with Chris
Albanese, led the defense in steals.
Jake Harris led the team in assists.

as hard as he can.”
Another veteran, junior Colin
MacKay, will compete at 125-lbs. A
healthy Steve Cruikshank will fill the
215-lb spot. Freshmen are expected
to fill the majority of the remaining
weight classes.
“There are a number of freshmen
who are going to step in and make an
impact. Sam Reichbach (119-lbs) was
all over the mats this summer. From
June until August, I have seen a huge
growth from him and he is going to
continue to experience that growth,”
said Kurz. “Ricardo (Johnson – 140145)! When I think about some of the
athletes we have had. Maybe Lee
Tomasso has a similar athletic ability
but Ricardo, in terms of ability alone,
is in a class by himself. We are going
to work on his technique and see how
his work ethic is.”
Kurz added, “We are going to be
filling the lineup. I think a lot of
teams will be overlooking us. The
kids we had in the lineup last year are
all solid and some of the kids who we
are adding to the mix are not just
bodies. These are good wrestlers. I
expect to have at least 10 wrestlers
who are over .500. Two, three years
down the road, if this group of freshmen work as hard as our seniors have,
we are going to be a great team!”
LINEUP POSSIBILITIES:
103: — Nick DeFreitas/John Barnes
112: — Drew Bergin/Joe Panarese
119: — Reichbach
125: — MacKay
130: — Kamel
135: — Matt Shafer/Kyle Gibbons
140: — To be determined
145: — Johnson/Joe Corea/Andy
Castrorao
152: — Andrew Shafer
160: — Boyd
171: — Whitney
189: — Willard/Mroz
215: — Cruikshank
Hwt: — Zach Bullek (Sr)
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SP-F PAL ‘B’ Grid Kids Help
Contribute to the Community
The purposes and goals of football in the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
P.A.L. are far greater than simply
learning football. The program
teaches character traits typically associated with football, for instance,
sportsmanship, discipline and teamwork. It also emphasizes good citizenship, including the virtues of
being community minded.
The players and their families
had the opportunity to experience
the positive feeling of giving back
to their community. On November
12, the players led their families
through a Union County park,
Seeley Pond Park, to clean it of the
litter that has accumulated through
it use. The young gridders sacrificed their Saturday in exchange
for hours of hard work. The park is
now ready for all to enjoy the fall
foliage. Dunkin Donuts of 1935

Route 22 East in Scotch Plains donated refreshments to keep the
players energized.
The Scotch Plains B Squad finished the regular season with an 81 record. All season, Big Blue’s
defense let up only two touchdowns,
while the explosive offense scored
an average of 25 points per game. A
feared team among the ranks of the
16 teams at the B level, Scotch Plains
played head-to-head with New
Providence on November 13, losing the playoff game, 14-7.
Their successes on the field paled
in comparison to those off the field,
as exemplified by their efforts in
cleaning Seeley Pond Park, helping
those in need and growing into productive young adults in their schools
and community. Scotch Plains and
Fanwood could not be more proud
of these young individuals.

HALL OF FAME RECIPIENT…Alan Simms of Karate n Motion in Westfield
was recently inducted into the International Association of Martial Artists
Hall of Fame. Sensei Alan was honored for his over 30 years of teaching in the
Martial Arts and for making a difference in the lives of so many children.
Pictured with Sensei Alan is his son, Stephen, who is also an instructor at
Karate n Motion. Karate n Motion is located at 1006 South Avenue in
Westfield.

Westfield Coldwell Banker
Residential Brokerage
Announces Record
Sales Volume in November
The Westfield Office of Coldwell Banker
Residential Brokerage announced today that a record sales
volume was set in the month of November. New business
increased 42% compared to the same month last year. This
surge in activity eclipsed the previous best office mark for
any November.
Sales of both existing homes and new construction
were broad based in price. Multiple homes priced above
the $2,000,000 mark were contracted for, as well as entry
level homes which saw brisk activity. Despite recent
reports of a possible housing slowdown, most properly
positioned homes had interest during the month.
Success is not new to the Westfield Office. For
two decades, the Office has been recognized as the top
Coldwell Banker Office in the N.Y. Metropolitan area.
Nationally recognized as a “Premier Office”, their top sales
professionals maintain a considerable market share
advantage over their competitors.
“Having the top agents and understanding the
market is surely our advantage” offered Michael Scott, the
office Manager. “We have the best inventory of homes
available and we have highly qualified buyers waiting for
the right opportunity” he added.
Relatively stable interest rates and the right balance
of available properties make this an ideal time to be buying
or selling a home. You can reach one of Westfield’s best by
contacting the office by phone at 908-233-5555 or going
to the website ColdwellBankerMoves.com
PAID BULLETIN BOARD

LEADING BY EXAMPLE…For the third year, the Scotch Plains-Fanwood PAL.
football B squad players (7th grade) cleaned a Union County park so that others
can enjoy its beauty. On November 12, 40 players, coaches and parents worked
together to remove litter that accumulated in Seeley Pond Park in Union County.

Westfield Y ‘A’ Girls Drown
Madison Y, Girls 110-98
The Westfield YMCA Girls’A Devilfish swim team beat the Madison
Area YMCA Mariners, 110-98, raising its record to 2-1 in the New Jersey
YMCA Swim League, Division C.
For the 8&Unders, Johanna
Mermer nailed first in the 25 breaststroke and butterfly, Courtney Day
got first in the 25 backstroke and third
in the 25 freestyle, Gwyneth Devin
got second in the 25 back and
Katherine Duffy took third in the 25
free and fly.
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
PLANNING BOARD
Notice is hereby given that the Westfield
Planning Board at its meeting on Monday,
December 5, 2005 memorialized the following Board action taken on November
10, 2005:
05-25(V) ONE ELM STREET REALITY
ASSOCIATES, LLC, ONE ELM
STREET, BLOCK 3105, LOT
18 SEEKING PRELIMINARY
AND FINAL MAJOR SITE
PLAN APPROVAL WITH VARIANCES. APPLICANT SEEKING TO USE BUILDING AS
BANK ON FIRST FLOOR WITH
ATM MACHINE AND GENERAL OFFICES ON THE SECOND FLOOR. Approved with
conditions.
Kenneth B. Marsh
Secretary
1 T - 12/8/05, The Leader
Fee: $20.91

Hye-Young Choi
#1 Realtor in the Westfield Office 1994-2003
10 Consecutive Years
email: hye-young@att.net

For the 9&10s, Rebecca Zhang
touched first in the 50 back and fly,
Alexandria Korba got first in the 50
free and second in the 50 breast, Erika
Daniel took first in the 100 Individual
Medley (IM) and third in the 50 breast,
Catherine Kerr got second in the 50
free and 50 fly, Carly Whitmer got
second in the 100 IM and third in 50
fly, Audrey Bangs got third in the 100
IM and Ellie Reinhardt got third in
the 50 back.
For the 11&12s, Olivia Scrofani
nailed first in the 100 IM and 50 back,
Caitlin English got second in 50 free,
Margo Fleschler took second in 50
breast, Allison Rose got third in 50
back and Summer Thomas got third
in 50 fly.
For the 13&14s, Suzanne Lemberg
captured first in the 100 free and
second in 100 fly, Elaine Anderson
got first in 100 breast, Meredith Smith
took second in both the 200 IM and
100 back and Kyle Higgins got second in the 100 free and third in the
100 fly.
For the 15-18s, Katie Morgan
grabbed first in the 200 IM and 200
breast, Kate Kosenick got second in
the 200 back and third in 100 fly and
Lauren McCurdy took third in the
200 IM and 200 back.
Westfield also won three of the five
relay events.

FINISHING NO. 1…The Westfield Tornados finished No. 1 in Mid New Jersey
Soccer U12 girls division for the fall season by winning Flight 1 with a record of
6-1-3. Led by coaches Scott Murphy and Larry Davis, the girls clinched first by
winning their last game at Woodbridge, 2-1. Pictured (no order, no last names),
are: Allie, Ashley, Carley, Ellie, Emily, Erica, Gabby, Jenna, Jordan, Katie,
Kayla, Kendra, Madison, Mercedes, Samantha and Victoria.

WF Y ‘A’ Swim Boys Dunk
Hamilton ‘A’ Boys, 109-77
The Westfield Y Devilfish Boys’
“A” swim team dunked the Hamilton
Y “A” team, 109-77.
8&Unders, Jack Rose placed first
in the 50-free and 50-back, Jordan
Hickman earned first in 50-fly and
50-breast, Andre Benz achieved first
in 50-breast and second in 50-back,
Ryan Daniel took second in 50-free
and 50-breast, Jake Lessner got second in 50-fly and Colin Daniel placed
third in 50-fly. Ryan Daniel, Hickman,
Griff Morgan and Rose won the 100free relay.
9&10s, Matt Daniel placed first in
100-IM and 50-fly, Luke McGrory
achieved first in 50-back and second
in 50-free, Anthony Gurrieri earned
first in 50-free and second in 50back, Garrett Williamson garnered
first in 50-breast and third in 100-IM,
Max Shin got second in 50-breast and
third in 50-back, Tyler Lessner
achieved second in 50-fly and third in
50-breast and Daniel Myers got third
in 50-Fly. Gurrieri, McGrory, Shin
and Daniel won the 200-free relay.
11&12s, Sean Clark got first in 50free and 50-breast, Michael Rizzo
got first in 50-fly and second in 100-

IM, Daniel Pesin placed second in
50-free and third in 50-breast, Ryan
Hobson earned second in 50-back
and third in 100-IM, Brennan Haley
achieved second in 50-fly and third in
50-back and Matt Trinkle garnered
third in 50-free and 50-fly. Pesin,
Trinkle, Haley and Clark won the
2000free relay.
13&14s, Jon Kosenick got first in
100-free and second in 100-back, Matt
Meserole garnered first in the 100back and second in 100-fly, Matt
Morgan earned first in 100-breast,
Mike Oster achieved second in 200IM, Larry Zhang got second in 100breast and third in 100-fly and Max
Blum placed second in the 100-free
and third in 100-back. Blum, Morgan, Meserole and Oster won the
200-free relay.
15-18s, Kevin Smith placed first
in 200-IM and 100-back, Phil Anton
got first in 200-breast, Luke Baran
earned first in 100-free, Matt Miller
garnered second in the 200-IM, Matt
Blutfield achieved second in 100fly, Brian Pesin placed third in 200breast and Evan Vanarelli got third
in 100-fly.

Chris Delaney for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SHOWING WHO’S NO. 1…St. Peter’s Prep student Chris Delaney of Scotch
Plains took a picture of some members of the St. Peter’s Prep football team who
recently defeated Don Bosco Prep, 22-15, in the Non-Public, Group 4 title game
at Giants Stadium on December 2.

See Photos on the Web! www.goleader.com

Kimberley A. Haley
Expect More

NJAR CIRCLE OF EXCELLENCE PLATINUM LEVEL 2004

Contact Hye-Young Choi Today for the Perfect Home!

CHARMING WESTFIELD COLONIAL

Westfield . . . Located in a prestigious area, this luxury home offers 12 rms, 5 BR, 6 full, 1 half BTH of new construction.
Noteworthy features include a first floor master suite with fireplace, lower level for entertaining with exercising facilities
including steam sauna, full bath and media enjoyment, state-of-the-art 30 ft. kitchen with breakfast nook and adjacent
family room and a two story entry with an elegant circular staircase. The second level; offers another master bedroom
suite, 2 additional bedrooms and an attractive open staircase to the third level. The living space, including the lower
level media space encompases approximately 7000 sq. ft. on half acre. WSF0938 $2,300,000

WESTFIELD OFFICE
209 CENTRAL AVENUE
908-233-5555, EXT. 169
DIRECT LINE: 908-301-2015

Lovely 7 room Colonial home in quiet neighborhood boasting four Bedrooms, a
new gourmet eat-in Kitchen with maple cabinetry, granite counters, tile floor and
backsplash and stainless steel appliances. Formal Living and Dining Rooms
underlain by hardwood floors, new Powder Room, finished Recroom, central air
and new deck overlooking park-like property. Walking distance to NYC train.

Offered for $679,000.
© 2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real
Estate Corporation. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Coldwell Banker
Residential Brokerage

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

© 2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

908.301.2004 - Direct Line
KimHaley@coldwellbanker.com
www.KimHaley.com

Business 908.233.5555
209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090
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Cohen Health Care Bill
Passes Commerce Committe
TRENTON – The Senate Commerce Committee today released legislation Assembly Deputy Majority
Leader Neil M. Cohen sponsored to
provide currently uninsured young
adults with access to health insurance
under a parent’s or guardian’s policy.
The measure (A-3759) would fundamentally restructure New Jersey’s
health insurance marketplace to provide insurance for individuals between the ages of 18 and 30. The
change would enable the state to reduce the rolls of uninsured young
adults and strengthen the state’s health
insurance market by getting more
healthy young adults in the system.
“Unfortunately, tens of thousands
of young New Jerseyans currently are
among the health care uninsured,” said
Cohen (D-Union). “To tackle the health
care insurance crisis, we must think
outside the box to find an acceptable
solution. This bill is a key step toward
getting more uninsured New Jerseyans
on the health care rolls.”
Existing health insurance regulations stipulate that coverage under a
household policy of a parent or guardian is available only to individuals
age 23 and under who are household
residents.
“By expanding health care coverage to older children, we will be reaching out to thousands of people who
otherwise do not have access to insurance,” said Cohen. “This will have a
positive effect on the quality of life of

college students, waiters and waitresses, taxicab drivers, sole business
owners, and individuals whose employer cannot or chooses not to provide health care coverage.”
Under the measure, premium costs
would be paid by the parent or guardian of the covered individual rather
than by the parent or guardian’s employer. The potential cost of the premium for the added party would be
between $1,200 and $1,800 per year,
a figure drastically less than the $4,000
or more typically charged when an
individual policy is purchased.
“The health insurance industry admits that individuals in this age category rarely get sick. Therefore, expected claims-associated costs should
be minimal, while maximizing revenue
for the carriers,” said Cohen. “With this
new revenue, carriers can provide lesscostly premiums to individuals in other
age categories who have seen an increase in their health insurance costs
during the last decade.”
In addition to enabling more people
to have health insurance, the Cohen
legislation would inject an additional
measure of stability into the state’s
overall health care system by alleviating part of the burden placed on the
state’s charity care program, whereby
hospitals are reimbursed for caring for
under-insured and uninsured patients.
The measure was released 5-0. It
now is in position for a possible Senate floor vote.

Shea Named Chief Of Staff
For Governor-Elect Corzine
TRENTON – Governor-elect Jon S.
Corzine has named senior advisor and
long-time aide Thomas Shea as his chiefof-staff. The announcement marks the
first personnel decision Mr. Corzine has
released regarding his administration
since last month’s election.
“For more than five years Tom Shea
has been an indispensable resource for
me as a trusted advisor, capable manager, and skilled strategist,” Governor-elect Corzine said. “I will once
again need his expertise as my administration tackles some of the most challenging circumstances New Jersey has
ever faced. I could not think of a better
person to fill this role and I’m honored
that he accepted my offer.”
Mr. Shea has served Acting-Governor Corzine in a variety of capacities since the 2000 U.S. Senate race,
beginning as Mr. Corzine’s campaign
communications director. As Mr.
Corzine’s Senate chief of staff, Mr.
Shea served as the Senator’s principal advisor on all matters and directed a staff of 50 in the development and implementation of Mr.
Corzine’s legislative agenda. Mr. Shea
most recently served as a top campaign advisor to the gubernatorial
candidate – advising Mr. Corzine on
critical policy and political affairs.
“It has been a privilege to work with
Jon Corzine and to serve the people of
New Jersey for the past five years,”
Mr. Shea said. “I am even more honored that he’s offered me yet another

opportunity to be of service.”
Mr. Shea’s previous work in state
government includes a stint as assistant to the New Jersey Senate Majority. He later joined former Governor
Jim Florio’s administration, serving
as deputy director of appointments
and as chief of staff for the General
Services Administration.
Mr. Shea has a distinguished record
of national service that includes positions in the U.S. Embassy in Paris and
the U.S. Mission to the United Nations in New York. He also served as
a Special Assistant to President Bill
Clinton, with responsibility for selecting candidates for nomination and
appointment to sub-Cabinet and senior level positions throughout the
Administration. In the Clinton White
House, Mr. Shea also served as a
special assistant to White House
Deputy Chief of Staff, Harold Ickes.
He has also amassed a long list of
political campaign experience, including: Clinton/Gore in 1992; Florio for
Governor; (Frank) Pallone for Congress; (Mike Dukakis/(Lloyd) Bentsen
in 1988, and New Jersey Senate Majority in 1987. He also served as a member
of the 1992-1993 Clinton/Gore Transition Team and as U.S. Senator John
Kerry’s Florida state director during
the 2004 presidential election.
A cum laude graduate of the former
Trenton State College, Mr. Shea is a
native of Hamilton Township in Atlantic County.
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Assm. Munoz Bad Doctor Bill
Passes State Senate Committee

Cranford Firefighters Receive
$190,170 Security Grant
WASHINGTON – Rep. Mike
Ferguson, R-N.J., announced Monday
that the Cranford Fire Department received a $190,170 first-responder grant
from the Homeland Security Department to purchase new equipment.
The grant is part of a $750 million
federal program designed to support
more than 5,000 fire protection, EMS
delivery and fire prevention programs
nationwide. Officials from the Union
County fire department say they will
upgrade fire protection systems at the
firehouse and implement training programs for firefighters.
“After 9/11 and because of new homeland security duties, our local firefighters
have been given increasingly more responsibilities to protect our communities and keep our families safe,”
Ferguson said. “It’s critically important
that first responders have the resources,
tools and training they need to meet
these new responsibilities.
“While the federal grant program is
important to local first responders,
more needs to be done. That’s why
Congress – as the 9/11 Commission
echoed again today – must change the
overall federal funding formula to ensure that homeland security dollars
reach the communities that need them.”
Since the September 11, 2001, attacks, Ferguson and lawmakers from
high-density states or areas with critical
infrastructure have advocated changing
the formula under which federal homeland security funding is distributed.
Under current law, 40 percent of security
grants are evenly distributed without
regard to states’ vulnerability, critical
infrastructure or population density. That
short-changes states like New Jersey
and gives states with smaller populations more security funding per capita.
A permanent, comprehensive
change to that formula – the Faster and
Smarter Funding for First Responders
Act – won House approval in May.
Each of New Jersey’s 13 members of
Congress advocated and voted for that
change. The legislation would reduce
the minimum share each state receives
from the Homeland Security Department from 0.75 percent to 0.25 percent, meaning more funding would be
distributed based on threat assessments
by security and intelligence officials.
Under this change, New Jersey and
other high-risk states would receive
more federal security dollars.
Senators of both parties have balked
at the House bill, however, saying it
would short-change smaller states.

Ferguson said he hoped that the 9/11
Commission’s call Monday for a permanent funding change will rekindle
congressional efforts to enact these
important reforms.
Even under the current funding formula, New Jersey has received more
than $306 million in security funding
since September 11 through last year,
ranking the state as the nation’s 11th
largest recipient of federal security
dollars.
In the 7th District – which includes
portions of Hunterdon, Middlesex,
Somerset and Union counties - local
police, firefighters and emergency managers have received more than $3.5
million in first-responder grants from
Washington. These funds have been
used for everything from new equipment to training for an attack involving
chemical or nuclear weapons.
Cranford’s security grant is the
fourth largest to be awarded to first
responders in Ferguson’s district.
Each year, Ferguson invites fire chiefs
and elected officials from each community in the 7th District to a workshop
to discuss the availability of federal
grants and how to apply for them.

A bill sponsored by Assemblyman
Eric Munoz, M.D. that would require
the State Board of Medical Examiners to suspend the license of a physician whose license has been revoked
by another state, agency or authority
was approved by the Senate Commerce Committee today.
“It is our responsibility to protect
patients from doctors who would continue to practice in New Jersey after
having their licenses revoked in another state,” explained Munoz, RUnion, Morris, Somerset, Essex. “We
must protect the citizens of New Jersey from the bad doctors.”
Assembly Bill A-1698 requires The
Board of Medical Examiners to provide written notification to the physician whose license is suspended and
must also conduct a hearing within
60-days of the date of the mailing or
personal service of the notice.
The Munoz bill was spurred by the
story of Angel Prado, a New York
doctor who was banned from practicing in NY. “He simply moved to New
Jersey and continued performing plastic surgery. One of the cases that led
to his suspension in New York ended
in the death of patient Carmen Berrios.
There were 10 recorded incidents of
negligence by New York Authorities
when his license to practice there was
finally revoked.”
“Prado moved to New Jersey and
continued his practice for months as if
nothing had happened until his license

here was finally revoked as well,”
Munoz said. “My bill will ensure that
no one else has to run the risks that
these doctors were willing to take.
“This bill is an important advancement in patient protection and will go
far to ensure that individuals receive
quality treatment from competent
physicians,” concluded Munoz. “It
will help provide immediate protection for New Jersey patients.”
A-1698 was approved 77-0 by the
General Assembly in June. The bill
will now head to the full Senate for
consideration.

Popular Soprano To
Appear In Westfield
WESTFIELD –Soprano Meredith
Hoffmann-Thomson, a popular favorite in the Westfield area, will be
appearing December 14 on the MidDay Musicales series at the First Congregational Church, 125 Elmer Street,
in Westfield. These half-hour noon
concerts are free, and are followed by
a soup and sandwich luncheon available in the church’s social hall for $5.
Ms. Hoffmann-Thomson, a 1999
graduate of Cranford High School, is
an accomplished musician, performing in opera, oratorio, and recital venues. Her mother, Dr. Barbara
Thomson, will accompany the program on December 14 on the piano.
For further information, call the
church office at (908) 233-2494.

Mountainside Charmer
Enjoy the seasons in this charming Colonial Cape, set on a nearly 1/2
acre wooded lot in Mountainside. Offering wonderful living space, there are
4 generously sized bedrooms and 2 updated baths. There are fireplaces in
both the living room and family room and the modern kitchen includes plenty
of room for informal dining. Other features include a 1st floor laundry
room ,CAC , a wonderful location and so much more! Offered at $569,000.

Library Plans Program
On ‘Loss at Holidays’
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Public Library will continue its
monthly medical programs on Wednesday, December 14, with “Coping with
Loss at the Holidays,” presented in
cooperation with Muhlenberg Regional Medical Center.
Madeleine Korfmacher, a Licensed
Clinical Social Worker, will be the guest
speaker. She has worked as a Haven
Hospice social worker for the past four
years and also speaks on topics such as
grief and hospice philosophy.
This program will be free and open
to all, and light refreshments will be
offered. The library is located at 1927
Bartle Avenue.
For more information or directions,
please call the library at (908) 3225007, extension no. 204, or visit
www.scotlib.org online.

For additional information or a private tour, please call:

&DURO7HQHU
Sales Associate
NJAR Circle of Excellence—2000-2004 Gold Award

&DOO'LUHFW  
600 North Avenue West Westfield, NJ 07090
Office: (908) 233-0065

Owned and operated by NRT Incorporated.

Kimberley Aslanian Haley
Expect More

NJAR CIRCLE OF EXCELLENCE PLATINUM LEVEL 2004

OH WHAT FUN
IT IS TO GIVE!

The Westfield Office of Coldwell Banker is proudly joining
forces with the Children and Family Services in its annual
Toy Drive. Our Westfield office is the collection center again
this year. So come by at your convenience with your
donation of a new, unwrapped toy. Kids bring such joy to
our lives it’s nice to have a chance to bring some joy to
theirs.
For further information or questions please call Kathy Shea
or Faith Maricic

Westfield Office
209 Central Avenue
908-233-5555
© 2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

NEW CONSTRUCTION OFFERING PREMIER
WYCHWOOD LOCATION ON PRIVATE CUL-DE-SAC
This spectacular and impressive Wychwood Colonial home, designed by Forefront
Designs and crafted by ER Development, offers quality craftsmanship and custom
details throughout its 14 meticulously detailed rooms. Highlights of this five
bedroom, four bathroom residence include a state of the art gourmet kitchen with
separate breakfast room, luxurious master bedroom suite with dressing area, walkout basement w/recreation room and office and attached three car garage. This
fine home will be ready for Spring occupancy. Call today for plans and a tour of
the property.
Offered at a pre-construction price of $2.5 million.

STUNNING B RIGHTWOOD COLONIAL HOME
B ACKING TO THE PARK
Completely renovated, 12 room Colonial nestled in the heart of the “Brightwood”
section of Westfield. Exhibiting quality craftsmanship and magnificent appointments,
this exceptional residence combines classic charm and detail with modern luxury and
convenience. The formal rooms create an unforgettable setting for entertaining guests
with grand room sizes, architectural molding with custom detail. All the while, the
renovation is the perfect complement as the ease of everyday living is most apparent.
Set on more than 1/2 acre of lush grounds, this unique property awaits a most
discerning buyer.

Offered at a pre-construction price of $2,159,000.

© 2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. An Equal Opportunity Company.
Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Coldwell Banker
908.301.2004 - Direct Line
Kim.Haley@CBmoves.com
www.KimHaley.com

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Business 908.233.5555
209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090
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Scotch Plains:
Garth and Diane Emtage to Jason
Emtage, 2213 Mountain Avenue,
$300,000.
Miguel C. Monteiro to M & M
Pollack and P & K Brooking, 1935
Mountain Avenue, $530,000.
Ruben M. Abramovich to TR
Homes, LLC, 2235 Elizabeth Avenue,
$370,000.
Joan and Lorenzo Mennella to William H. and Luisa M. Eggert, 2339
Promenade Avenue, $490,000.
Joseph Palehonki to Distinctive
Renovation, LLC, 21 Fenimore Drive,
$665,000.
Jan A. Garner to Mervyn and
Jocelyn Bousignac, 216 Willow Avenue, $387,000.
Joseph F. and Lucia G. Cotis to
Anthony and Mary Ellen Forgione,
2472 Hill Road, $457,000.
Ladislao and Rosario Oliver to Joseph Cruciata, 2279 Redwood Road,
$563,000.
Ollie and Ann Francis Freeman to
Penni Jade Freeman Green, 1195
Washington Avenue, $350,000.
William B. and Stacy L. Cole to
Jeffrey S. and Christine M. Valentine,
2210 Greenside Place, $549,900.
K. Hovnanian @ Scotch Plains,
LLC to Ramendra and Usha Pandey,
808 Donato Circle, $441,002.
Churchill Asset Management, LLC
to Barry and Denise Friedson, 2278
Redwood Road, $1,089,000.
Charles A. and Helen Meluso et als
to Bernardo Messercola, 1937 Stony
Brook Circle, $515,000.
Akio and Keiko Matsumoto to Jeffrey A. and Pamela E. Silverstein, 20
Allenby Lane, $905,200.

Recent Home Sales
Victor Schorr Sloan trustee to Ajay
Nirula and Lisa Krijger, 29 Jacobs
Lane, $890,000.
Mary Jean and Karen E. Ryan to
Lyonspride, LLC, 2466 Hill Road,
$400,500.
K. Hovnanian @ Scotch Plains,
LLC to Kia Solomon and Shawn
Johnson, 810 Donato Circle,
$439,012.
K. Hovnanian @ Scotch Plains,
LLC to Lesley J. Gross and Brett
Nadler, 803 Donato Circle, $451,008.
Amy Cheress to Renate Gravers,
660 Emil Place, $600,000.
Robert, Richard and Edward
Kickenweitz to John and Lisa
DeFrancesco, 2135 West Broad Street,
$400,000.
Walter and Dawn Cifuentes to Robert Maver and Lisa Kastner, 409 William Street, $390,000.
Ludwika Nighan to Matthew W.
and Shannon L. Gruber, 312 Cook
Avenue, $489,900.
C. Oliveira et als to Marie Carmelle
Elie, 1755 Mountain Avenue,
$510,000.
Anthony Serido to Alethea M.
Batts, 15 Wareham Village, $383,000.
Drew and Jennifer Lynn Mazujian
to Sean and Patricia Smith, 407 Union
Avenue, $455,000.
Eileen P. Lynch to Joshua A. and
Robin S. Berkman, 522 William
Street, $400,000.
Vincent Losavio Exc. to Joseph and
Heather Negley, 2265 Woodland Terrace, $630,000.

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

NOTICE OF SALE OF REAL ESTATE FOR
NON-PAYMENT OF TAXES AND ASSESSMENTS
Public notice is hereby given that the undersigned, The Collector of Taxes of the Town
of Westfield, Union County, New Jersey, will sell at public auction on the 15th day of
December, 2005 in the Tax Collector’s office in the Municipal Building, 425 East Broad
Street, Westfield, New Jersey, at ten o’clock in the morning, the following described
lands:
The said lands will be sold to make the amount of Municipal liens chargeable against
that same on the 15th day of December, 2005 together with interest and cost of sale,
exclusive however, of the lien for taxes for the year 2005.
The said lands will be sold in fee to such persons as will purchase the same, subject
to redemption at the lowest rate of interest, but in no case in excess of eighteen percent
(18%) per annum. Payments for the sale shall be made by cash or certified check before
conclusion of the sale or the property will be resold.
Any parcel of real property for which there shall be no other purchaser will be struck off
and sold to the Municipality in fee for redemption at eighteen percent (18%) per annum
and the Municipality shall have the right to bar or foreclose the right of redemption.
The sale will be made and conducted in accordance with the provisions of Article 4 of
Chapter 5 of Title 54, Revised Statutes of New Jersey, 1937, and amendments thereto.
At any time before the sale the undersigned will receive payment of the amount due on
the property, with interest and costs incurred up to the time of payments, by certified
check or cash.
Industrial properties may be subject to the Spill Compensation and Control Act
(N.J.S.A. 58:10-23.11 et seq.), the Water Pollution Control Act (N.J.S.A. 58:10A-1 et
seq.) and the Industrial Site Recovery Act (N.J.S.A. 13:1K-6 et seq.) In addition, the
municipality is precluded from issuing a tax sale certificate to any prospective purchaser
who is or may be in any way connected to the prior owner or operator of the site.
The said lands so subject to sale, described in accordance with the tax duplicate,
including the name of the owner as shown on the last duplicate and the total amount due
thereon respectively on the 15th day of December, 2005, exclusive of the lien for the year
2005 are as listed below:
Susan Noon
Collector of Taxes
Westfield, New Jersey

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.

Location of
Property Address

Owner

321 Brightwood Avenue
727 Girard Avenue
225 Woodland Avenue
130 Nelson Place
1144 South Avenue West
833 South Avenue West
520 Cumberland Street
524 Cumberland Street
115 Hazel Avenue
718 Austin Street
536 Pierson Street
240-244 North Avenue W.
401 Elmer Street South
412 Elmer Street South
629 Ripley Place
303 Windsor Avenue
1010 Seward Avenue
209 Dickson Drive
2 Max Place
8 Manchester Drive
10 Village Circle
1717 Boulevard

Zacharski, Betty
701/15
$ 7,125.15
Primavera Parkview, L.L.C. 1304/46
$ 2,175.54
Gallagher, Michael K.
2101/16
$ 8,551.80
Gladstone, Helen
2503/9
$ 445.70
Mormile Brothers
2606/1
$ 16,578.56
Ciullo, Alfonso & Emma
2706/12 $ 11,814.76
Ciullo, Alfonso & Emma
2706/16
$ 7,660.80
Ciullo, Alfonso & Emma
2706/17
$ 1,060.81
Harbt, George M.
2801/10
$ 1,655.76
Selig, Robert C.
2816/6
$ 300.60
Allman, Norris & Migail
2912/4
$ 2,363.21
J.J.A.B., LLC
3116/14
$ 2,484.37
Mormile, Anthony & John
3204/5
$ 8,537.42
Mormile, Antonio & Mary Ann 3207/6
$ 2,941.28
Bellotti, Karin R. Machrone
4003/21
$ 1,747.69
Johnson, Robert L. Est of.
4004/22
$ 488.03
Isbrecht, Richard W.
4604/2
$ 9,739.16
Rock, Maureen L.
4604/13
$ 2,871.32
Harbt, George M.
4702/62.01 $ 2,980.83
Metz, Lillian D.
5004/37
$ 8,434.20
Shananhan, Kevin
5202/18
$ 1,840.77
Snider, A. Est of c/o Denman 5607/21
$ 7,348.67

4 T - 11/17, 11/24, 12/1 & 12/8/05, The Leader

Block
& Lot

Amount Due
Dec. 15, 2005

Fee: $412.08

Elizabeth Pilate to Melinda ScarlettPersaud, 1570 King Street, $565,000.
Josephine Santo Salvo Estate to
Romano and Juanita Dinizo, 2031
Prospect Avenue, $660,000.
Ann Gerding and Robert Hurley to
Juanita and Romano Dinizo, 1920
Bartle Avenue, $383,000.
K. Hovnanian @ Scotch Plains,
LLC to Tory D. Burgio and Deven
Miller, 805 Donato Circle, $448,261.
K. Hovnanian @ Scotch Plains,
LLC to Rajeev and Sheila
Kuchibhatla, 804 Donato Circle,
$433,035.
Gordon and Laurie Ross to Juan
Garcia, 2288 Redwood Road,
$530,000.
Cendant Mobility Financial Co. to
Feng Ye and Changhong Shi, 2096
Mapleview Court, $500,000.
Philip J. and Barbara A. Esposito to
Sharon Fernicola, 2053 Algonquin
Drive, $591,000.
Jacqueline and Robin L. Piesco to
Robin L. Piesco, 2368 Mountain Avenue, $350,000.
Gladys Johnson to Bruce H. and
Joan J. Ford, 1189 Martine Avenue,
$150,000.
Jacqueline and Robin L. Piesco to
Randy N. and Linda H. Piesco, 2376
Mountain Avenue, $600,000.
Lawrence Plotkin to Ruth Obeid,
23 Wareham Village, $384,250.
Robert J. and Linda Pansulla to
David and Christina Berk, 2313 Coles
Avenue, $500,000.
William and Margaret Irovando to
Joanne A. Hall, 545 Farley Avenue,
$409,900.
Joseph and Heather Negley to Kevin
and Danielle Mirzwa, 2397 Bryant
Avenue, $475,000.
Needlepoint Homesm LLC to
Donald Nicholson and Sophie Roy,
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
BOARD OF HEALTH
Public notice is hereby given that Ordinance #BOH 2-2005 entitled “GENERAL
PROVISIONS, BOARD OF HEALTH OF
WESTFIELD” was adopted as amended
by the Westfield Board of Health at a
regular meeting held on December 5, 2005.
This Ordinance shall take effect immediately after publication as required by
law.
Marylou Fashano-Soltis
Board Secretary
1 T - 12/8/05, The Leader
Fee: $13.26

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
PLANNING BOARD
Notice is hereby given that the Westfield
Planning Board at its meeting on Monday,
December 5, 2005 memorialized the following Board action taken on November
10, 2005:
05-21(V) PUBLIC SERVICE ELECTRIC
AND
GAS
COMPANY
(PSE&G), 1742 RAHWAY AVENUE, BLOCK 5405, LOT 1,
SEEKING PRELIMINARY AND
FINAL MAJOR SITE PLAN APPROVAL WITH VARIANCES.
APPLICANT SEEKING TO
UPGRADE THE EXISTING
SUBSTATION IN WESTFIELD
BY ADDING FOUNDATIONS
TO SUPPORT TWO (2) NEW
HIGH CAPACITY 230/13
THOUSAND VOLT (kV) ELECTRICAL TRANSFORMERS, A
CONTROL HOUSE, ANCILLARY FOUNDATIONS FOR
CONTROL,
MISCELLANEOUS EQUIPMENT, ASSOCIATED BUSWORK AND ASSOCIATED SITE IMPROVEMENTS. THE EXISTING SUBSTATION AND FENCING WIIL
BE REMOVED. Approved with
conditions.
Kenneth B. Marsh
Secretary
1 T - 12/8/05, The Leader
Fee: $30.60

Beautifully radiating the charm and craftsmanship of a gracious style of architecture, this resplendent turn-of-the-century Victorian glows with classic details. A shining jewel, the many luminous
rooms boast gleaming hardwood floors, original moldings, high ceilings and superbly framed windows & entryways. The marvelous living room with handsome fireplace and formal dining room with
wainscoting craft an elegant entertaining venue. The stunning new granite accented eat-in kitchen
and comfy family room offer an inviting setting for all. The second & third floors welcome your family with nice sized bedrooms, two full baths and an office. A delightful enclosed front porch, powder
room, sprawling backyard with brick patio and a near town location wonderfully enhance the style
and grace this home possesses. Presented for $819,900.
For additional information or to schedule your private tour call...
Terry Monzella
Sales Associate
908-233-6532

Rebecca Wampler
Sales Associate
908-233-8380

1235 Cooper Road, $300,000.
Stavros and Ioannov D. Dokopoulos
to James and Kimberly Slifer, 1916
Mary Ellen Lane, $567,000.
James and Laura Kelk to Todd and
Shiela Scarpino, 2038 Westfield Avenue, $410,000.
Paul and Judith N. Gorski to Paul S.
and Maureen A. Levine, 375 Evergreen Boulevard, $405,000.
Rau Development, LLC to Melissa
McMoil, 2120 Meadow View Road,
$859,000.
John Pushko to Edward and Deysi
Costanzo, 2316 Lyde Place, $419,000.
K. Hovnanian @ Scotch Plains,
LLC to Brian Sullivan and Kristen
Schwall, 806 Donato Circle, $459,974.
Ralph and Ruth M. Dill to Pamela
Sadowski, 2409 Hamlette Place,
$369,900.
Mary B. Schiller and Mary G. Holt
to Robert and Linda Pansulla, 2137
Gallegher Avenue, $715,000.
Nathan C. and Deborah A. Mangiris
to Juliet M. Fidlow, 16 Malanga Court,
$304,000.
Paul A. and Marilyn G. Malchow to
Roberto and Maria Rivero, 10 Aberdeen Road, $797,500.
Kenneth Simon and Sapana Panday
to Nadia Marisi Fonseca, 187 William
Street, $442,000.
Garrett Field and Deborah Storm to
Cendant Mobility Financial Co., 1200
Sunnyfield Lane, $510,000.
Cendant Mobility Financial Co. to
Joe Woi Kau Yip and Mui Yule, 1200
Sunnyfield Lane, $510,000.
Rose Giacobbe to Ralph J. Iaione,
2093 Church Avenue, $350,000.
Michael Hansen and Andrew and
Alysa Peterman to Patrick M. and
Crystal A. Arlea, 2040 Birch Street,
$422,500.
Atul M. and Mohana A. Athalye to
Cendant Mobility Financial Co., 2096
Mapleview Court, $500,000.
Alison M. Strack to Nancy Padilla,
2279 Elizabeth Avenue, $373,500.
Leonard R. and Genis Rodriguez,
Jr. to Josef C. and Maria Jakosalem,
2407 Hamlette Place, $386,000.
Joseph Pierson to Gerard Calligay
and Lisa DeMarco, 593 Park Avenue,
$505,000.
Wyatt D. and Julia M. Jennings to
James and Emeris Walker, Jr., to 314
Sycamore Avenue, $329,900.
John J. and Grace M. Bischoff to
Paul and Christine Walker, 15 Highlander Drive, $795,000.
Robert and Martha Caranella to Ann
Marie Kovacs, 2219 North Avenue
#6, $320,000.
Imran and Nazra Khan to Ronald
Lai, 102 Donato Circle, $475,000.
PUBLIC NOTICE

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

HELPING HANDS…Union County Emergency Response Team members who
provided relief efforts for Hurricane Katrina pose with resolutions. Pictured in
uniform, left to right, are: Capt. Joseph Vitelli, Lt. Martin Mogensen, Lt. Donald
Tempalsky, Sgt. George Marmarou, Det. Daniel Fay, Sheriff’s Officers Brendan
Sullivan and Erik Finne and Patrolmen Robert Bartkus, Mattew Cove and Clint
Sporman. Freeholder Chairman Rick Proctor (r), Vice Chairman Al Mirabella
(l) and Freeholder Dan Sullivan present the resolutions.

Families Plan for Futures
Of Children with Special Needs
MOUNTAINSIDE – S.N.A.P.
(Special Needs Advocate for Parents)
is a national non-profit public benefit
corporation, which will be hosting a
workshop on “Planning for the Future of Your Child or Dependent with
Special Needs.” S.N.A.P is an organization founded by Mr. and Mrs.
Doug Vogel who have a child who
requires special needs.
The workshop will be held on January 17, 2006 from 7 to 8:30 p.m. in the
Children’s Specialized Hospital
Mountainside Facility, 150 New
Providence Road. The purpose of this
workshop is to educate both families
and professionals on the many faceted legal and financial issues as they
pertain to planning for the future of a
disabled person.
Topics that will be addressed include Estate Planning, Guardianship,
Letters of Intent, Will vs. Special
Needs Trust, Funding Issues, and
Changing Laws. This is a Free workshop open to all parents/caregivers of
children and dependents of all ages
and disabilities. For additional information or to register, please call Sue
Driscoll at (908) 301-5478 or 888children extension no. 5478.
Children’s Specialized Hospital, an
affiliate member of the Robert Wood
PUBLIC NOTICE

NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605
TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625
SEALED BIDS will be received from bidders classified under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et
seq.; in the NJDOT MULTIPURPOSE ROOM, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton, New Jersey 08625; until 10:00 A.M. on 1/10/2006
and opened and read for:
Route 1 & 9 Section 1K & 3M, Contract No. 037960126; Widening, Safety
Improvements & Structures; Township of Woodbridge, City of Rahway
& City of Linden, Middlesex and Union Counties
FEDERAL PROJECT NO: NHS-0033(262
DP NO: 05140
Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, C.127 N.J.A.C.
17:27.
Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, For Federal aided projects; bidders must register with
the New Jersey Department of the Treasury, division of Revenue, prior to the time of
contract execution. Appropriate proof of registration should be provided to NJDOT as
soon as possible after receipt of the Notice of Award.
Pursuant to the “Public Works Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et
seq. (P.L. 2003, c. 91), bidders must register with the New Jersey Department of Labor,
Division of Wage and Hour Compliance.
The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the contract award.
Drawings and specifications for the proposed work are available at Bid Express
website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To subscribe follow the
instructions on the website. The fee is $35.00 per month for unlimited access to view and
download the documents and additional $95.00 per month for unlimited access to
download the plans, directly payable to Bid Express.
Drawings, special provisions, and bid documents may be inspected (BUT NOT
OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our various Design Field Offices at the
following locations:
200 Stierli Court
Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70
Mt. Arlington, NJ
Freehold, NJ
Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141
732-308-4025
856-486-6624
3 T - 12/8/05, 12/15/05 and 12/22/05, The Leader
Fee: $205.02

Westfield

Johnson Health System, is the largest
pediatric rehabilitation hospital in
the United States. Children’s treats
infants, children, and young adults
from birth to 21 years of age, through
a network of services including outpatient services, acute rehabilitation,
and long term care at its sites in
Mountainside, Fanwood, Toms River,
Hamilton, Newark, and Roselle Park,
as well as outreach programs in many
communities.

Recycling Center Open
To Area Residents
FANWOOD – The Fanwood Recycling Center is inviting not only
residents of Fanwood but also those
from neighboring communities to
bring their recyclable materials to the
center.
Located on North Avenue in
Fanwood next to Quick Chek, the
center is operated by the FanwoodScotch Plains Recycling Association,
which is a non-profit organization
under 501C (3). All income from its
sales of recyclable materials is distributed locally.
The center accepts boxes and corrugated cartons, mixed paper (including junk mail, magazines and wrapping paper), tin and aluminum cans,
plastic bottles and jars, types 1, 2 and
3; household batteries and used clothing.
The Recycling Center will be closed
for Christmas Eve, Saturday, December 24. It will be open as usual on
Wednesdays, December 21 and 28, and
Saturday, New Year’s Eve, December
31. The center’s regular schedule will
resume after Sunday, January 1.

Older Adults Invited
To Holiday Party
WESTFIELD – Active older adults
are invited to celebrate the holiday
season at the new East Broad Street
Family Branch of the Westfield Area
“Y” on Thursday, December 15, from
11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.
A hot lunch will be served and the
“Merry Men” will provide entertainment. There will be a sing-along, a
special guest appearance by the “man
in red,” handmade favors by the “Y”
staff and centerpieces to take home.
The event is free to “Y” members.
Non-members are welcome to attend
for a $5 fee.
To respond to or request information about this or other active older
adult events at the “Y,” please call or email Program Director Linda Christopher at (908) 233-2700, extension no.
414, or lchristopher@westfieldynj.org.

$1,450,000

New Center Hall colonial to be built by NeedlePoint Homes LLC on large level lot in Westfield. This home features 10
rooms; 4 Bedrooms, two full and one half Baths. Gourmet center island Kitchen with top line appliances open to
Family Room with fireplace. Master Bedroom suite with Sitting Room, walk-in closet and luxurious Bath. Custom trim,
hardwood and molding package that trademarks every NeedlePoint masterpiece. WSF1034

FRANK D. ISOLDI
Broker / Sales Associate
#1 Agent - Westfield Office 2004
NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 1993-2004
Platinum Level: 2004
Direct Dial: 908-301-2038

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

© 2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065

WESTFIELD OFFICE • 209 CENTRAL AVENUE • 908-233-5555
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CERAMIC TILE FOR SALE

BEDROOM SET

Ceramic tile - Terra-cotta color,
Brand new in boxes, 140 sq ft,
(14 x 10) 4350 or best offer.
(908) 889-5353 after 7 PM.

7 pcs. Cherry wood sleigh bed,
dresser, mirror, chest & night
stand. New, still in mgf. box.
Value $4000 sell $1575.
(732) 259-6690

STUNNING DINING TABLE!!

DINING ROOM SET

Barely used PA House “Villa”
dining table & 6 chairs.
Seats up to 10!! $2500 o/b/o.
Very motivated sellers.
(908) 578-6134.

Beautiful double pedestal table,
lighted hutch & buffet, 8 padded
chairs.
Still
in
boxes.
List $5200. sell $2395.
Can deliver. (732) 259-6690

TRAIN STATION PARKING

MATTRESS SET

Off-street parking available.
50 yards from South Side
Westfield Train station.
Monthly rates.
Call (908) 317-5998

Pillow top. Brand new in plastic
with mfg. warranty,
sell Queen $125, King $175
Can Deliver. (732) 259-6690

Elizabeth Hogan Named
Manager of Neuroscience
SUMMIT – Atlantic Health System has named Elizabeth (Liz) Hogan
of Fanwood as manager of neuroscience services. She will be based at
Overlook Hospital in Summit, which
houses the Atlantic Neuroscience Institute.
Ms. Hogan will be responsible for
managing the operations of current
and planned outpatient neuroscience
services, as well as the electrophysiology laboratories.
In addition to offering a stroke program, Atlantic Neuroscience Institute includes a brain tumor center,
epilepsy center, neuro-interventional
radiology and offers stereotactic radiosurgery, including the revolutionary “CyberKnife,” for image-guided
non-surgical treatment of inoperable
tumors.
Ms. Hogan has held various posi-

Torah Center Posts
Classes on Torah

tions in Atlantic Health over the past
10 years. Recently she was a “Black
Belt” in the company’s Six Sigma
program, coordinating teams in multiple locations to implement operational improvements. Before that, she
worked for Atlantic Rehabilitation
Institute as a manager of inpatient
rehabilitation services based at a
Morristown facility.
She received her Master of Public
Administration degree from Rutgers
University and her bachelor’s degree
from New York University. She is a
member of the American College of
Healthcare Executives and the Association of Healthcare Executives of
New Jersey.
Raised in Fanwood, she and her
husband, Michael, moved to the borough five years ago. Ms. Hogan is also
president of the Board of Trustees of
the Fanwood Memorial Library.

Literacy Volunteers
Offer Tutor Training

WESTFIELD – Area residents are
invited to attend a class entitled “Living with the Times,” which is being
taught every Tuesday by Fruma
Wilschanski at the Union County
Torah Center in Westfield.
Classes, held from noon to 1 p.m.,
are designed to help individuals become more familiar with the stories
of the Chumash, understand the stories of the Torah in a deeper way and
learn practical and relevant spiritual
lessons from the Torah that can be
applied to daily life.
There is no fee to attend the classes,
and all are welcome. The Torah Center is located at 418 Central Avenue.
For more information, please call Ms.
Wilschanski at (908) 789-5252 or email Fruma@torahcenter.org.

COUNTY – If you know an individual whom you believe could benefit from confidential, free tutoring,
please ask them to call us. If you have
one hour a week available and want to
volunteer, we will train you, no experience necessary, please call (908)
518-0600
or
e-mail
dawn@lvaunion.org.
Springfield Training will be held
on Tuesdays and Thursdays, January
12, 17, 19, 24, 26 and 31 at Barnes &
Noble, from 7:30 to 10 p.m.
Rahway Training will be held on
Saturdays, March 4, 11 and 25 at the
Rahway Public Library, 2 City Hall
Plaza, Rahway from 9:30 a.m. to 2:30
p.m.
Please RSVP Dawn at (908) 5180600) or dawn@lvaunion.org.

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275
Double Size: 10 Weeks $425

CLASSIFIEDS
HOUSE FOR SALE

HOUSE CLEANING

Westfield - 4 bedroom, 2.5 bath
English Colonial on a beautiful
street. EIK, LR w/fireplace,
move-in condition.
939 Boulevard, $735,000
(908) 789-1006

House or office cleaning also
cook. Speak English, Spanish,
Portuguese and Italian.
Own Transportation.
Available Saturdays Only.
(908) 354-8925

OFFICE FOR RENT

HOUSE CLEANING

Large attractive psychotherapy
office. Good parking. Available 3
days per week in Westfield.
$600/mo Contact Dr. Parsons
(908) 233-2626.

DO YOU NEED A
HOUSE CLEANER?
Any House, Cost $60.00 Dollars
Excellent References.
PLEASE CALL ME!
(201) 726-8580

OFFICE SPACE AVAILABLE

Newly renovated prestigious
colonial office building,
prime location adjacent to
Municipal Courthouse.
Call Maria at (908) 928-9200
HOUSE RENTAL WANTED

While our Westfield home is
under construction.
2-3 bedrooms.
South side preferred.
Call (908) 507-7890

Unitarian Society Sets
Weekend Services
PLAINFIELD – The First Unitarian Society of Plainfield will
honor the Judeo-Christian tradition
with two special weekend services.
On Saturday, Christmas Eve, the
church
will
hold
an
intergenerational Candlelight Service featuring carols, special music, readings and a story. All are
welcome to come for cider and
cookies at 6 p.m., followed by a 7
p.m. service led by Rev. David
Leonard.
Sunday’s 10 a.m. worship service will feature a celebration of
Hanukkah, the eight-day festival of
light that begins at sundown. Church
member Heather Brown will lead
the service, which will feature the
Neiss-Soppas family sharing a favorite holiday celebration. All ages
are welcome to this service.
Those who attend Sunday’s service are encouraged to stay and
help with the church’s annual
Christmas dinner for the community. The dinner will be held from
12 to 4 p.m. in the Parish Hall.
The church is located at 724 Park
Ave., Plainfield. Newcomers are especially welcome at this holiday
time. For more information, see
www.fusp.org or call (908) 7560750.

SEEKING EMPLOYMENT

Polish woman looking
for more homes to clean.
Good references
& own transportation.
(732) 952-3451
#1 CLEANING LADY

$85-$100, Move-in/out, Lite removal
of household items, Holiday, Bat/
Bar mitzvah, Party Clean-up, etc.,
Baseboards/Windows, Cupboards/
Closets, General/Complete Prep.,
Clutter, etc.7/24 hrs (908) 822-7266

Thursday, December 8, 2005
LIBRARY ASSISTANT-SENIOR

POLICE DISPATCHER

Westfield Memorial Library 35 hrs/
wk, incl. 1 night and alt. Sat. Asst.
in circ duties. Must posses comp.
skills, and have 1 yr. min.
supervisory exp. in lib setting.
Kldg. of Dynix a plus. Excellent
benefits. Salary commensurate
with exp. Send cover letter and
resume to: Mrs. Jennifer Rees
Schulze,
Adult
Services
Coordinator, Westfield Memorial
Library, 550 E. Broad St.,
Westfield, NJ 07090, or email
resume to: personnel@wmlnj.org
or fax (908) 789-9523, attn:
J. Schulze, Westfield Memorial
Library, 550 E. Broad, Westfield,
NJ 07090 EOE

Police/E911 dispatcher needed.
Will train qualified candidate.
Contact
Scotch Plains Police Dept. at
(908) 322-7107
Applications at police desk.
HELP WANTED

Real Estate: Thinking of making a
change? Prudential NJ Properties
is now interviewing for full time
real estate agent positions,
Westfield Office. Call Margie
(908) 232-5664, ext. 103.
PHARMACY TECHNICIAN

Prep meds under direction of
pharmacist; measure, mix, count,
label, record amounts & dosages
of meds; receive Rx/refill requests
& verify info is complete/accurate;
order, label & count stock of meds,
chemicals & supplies. Req any
Bach of Sci degr + 1 yr exp. Send
resume:
Tiffnay
Natural
Pharmacy, 1115 South Ave,
Westfield, NJ 07090.

ART TEACHER

Ceramic studio seeks teacher
for after-school classes
at area schools.
Call (973) 376-6507
GRAPHIC ARTIST WANTED

Westfield Advertising Agency is
looking for part-time/freelance
graphic artist who is competent in
Photoshop. This is an excellent
opportunity for High School or
College student to gain real world
work experience. Please e-mail
to hal@anwinc.com.

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
PLANNING BOARD

HOUSEKEEPER

PART-TIME COMPANION

13 years experience and
exceptional references.
Own trans. Speak English.
Please call Kathy (908) 868-0371
sshine_it@yahoo.com

Older woman seeks companion/
helper to assist with morning
activities in apt 8-10 AM, Mon - Fri.
$100. Must be chearful, English
speaking, Refs. Required. Leave
message: (908) 654-8737

CONTRACTOR / HANDYMAN

The Portuguese Craftsmen
For all Home maintenance
repair and improvement needs!
~ Any job large or small !
~ (908) 647-7672 ~
& check: www.portcraftmen.com
GUITAR LESSONS

Guitar lessons, beginning and
intermediate, by Ben Colvin, lead
guitarist for The Sirkus band. Only
$20 per hour for first ten sessions.
(908) 654-3855
GARAGE WANTED

Wanted: Garage for automobile
that is used infrequently. Must be
dry and secure. Please call
(973) 445-1604 Monday-Friday
before 8:00 PM or (908) 789-2395
after 8:00 PM and on weekends.

See it all on the Web!

www.goleader.com
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CAREGIVER POSITION

Kind and loving caregiver with
wonderful references and much
experience in both childcare and
eldercare looking for full or part
time live-in position. Child CPR
and other certifications. Excellent
references. Please call Margaret
at (404) 713-1720.
WOODWORKING

ACCENTS WOODWORKING
Custom Cabinetry and finish
carpentry. Mantles, built-ins,
bookcases & vanities. Custom
kitchens & cabinet re-facing.
Portfolio & references.
Bruce Theil (908) 358-2325
Are You Receiving Payments?

Want Cash Now?
Trust Deed Holders
Get my FREE Report!
Avoid common mistakes
Call (800) 897-7508, 24hrs.

Goods & Services You Need!

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that on December 21, 2005, at 7:30 p.m. the Planning Board of Adjustment of the Borough
of Fanwood will hold a public hearing on
the application of Primavera Parkview.
The public hearing will be held at the
Borough Hall, 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey. The premises
which are the subject of this application
are known as 28 and 36 Staggard Place,
Fanwood, New Jersey. Said premises are
also known as Block 56, Lots 11 and 12.
The application is bifurcated so that the
Board will hear only the use variance to
permit the construction of 19 townhouse
units. Townhouse units are not a permitted use in the LI Light Industrial Zone. In
the event a use variance is granted to the
applicant, a separate hearing on a different night will be conducted for site plan
approval.
The applicant also intends to request at
the hearing such density, use and bulk
variance and/or waivers of design standards and/or submission requirements as
are required to develop the premises in
the manner indicated in the application
materials, and any other variances or waivers that the Board may require.
The application for development and all
supporting maps, site plans and documents are on file in the office of the Department of Planning and Zoning and are
available for public inspection, Monday
through Friday, during normal business
hours. Any interested party may appear at
the aforesaid hearing, either in person, or
by their attorney, and be given an opportunity to be heard with respect to the aforesaid application.
BY: SALVATORE ALFIERI, ESQ.
CLEARY, ALFIERI, JONES &
HOYLE, ESQS.
LAKEVIEW PROFESSIONAL
BUILDING
5 RAVINE DRIVE
MATAWAN, NEW JERSEY 07747
(732) 583-7474
1 T - 12/8/05, The Times
Fee: $42.84

email PDF to:
sales@goleader.com

J.C. Interior
Painting
~Air Conditioning
~Alignment
~Batteries
~Brakes
~Computer Diagnostic
~Electrical
~Engine Repairs
~Lube & Oil Change
~Collision Repair

~Exhaust
~Cooling System
~Suspension
~Tires
~Towing
~Transmission
~Tune-Up
~Windshield Chip Repair
~Glass Replacement

“ Let Me Beautify Your Home”

Attention to detail
Wallpaper removal
Chair rail & crown molding
Wire shelving

Call Jim Costantino

908-358-2836

Direct Billing To Insurance Companies, Warranty, GSA & National Fleets

Professional
Paper Hanging

PERFECT
PAINTING
&
POWER WASHING

By Plainfield Restoration
and Reproduction LLC
Spruce up for the Holidays with our
• Professional Wallpaper Removal and
Installation
• Expert Plaster Repairs
• Interior and Exterior Painting

Residential • Commercial

908-272-4456

Call (908) 755-8149

RELAX, REFRESH, REJUVENATE

Gift Certificates Available
for the Holidays!
Andrea Mariani, MPA, CMT, NCTMB, CIMI

Tel.

908-472-5170

serenitytherapeuticmassage@msn.com
www.serenitytherapeuticmassage.net



$10 off your first visit
also specializing in
PREGNANCY & POST-NATAL
PARENT-INFANT MASSAGE
CLASSES

Holidays
are Coming!
Make your reservations soon with

✭

812

✭

New customers only

AUTO REPAIR

ELM STREET
SERVICE CENTER
Complete Auto Repair
Foreign & Domestic
NJ State Inspection
• Emission Repair Facility
• Tune-ups & Batteries
• A/C Service
• Tires & Brakes
Auto
Care
• Road Service
Center
138 Elm St • Westfield
908-232-1937

Crystal Clear
Aquarium &
Pond Services
No Tank Too Small
Home Or Office
Serviced Monthly: $45-$85

908-245-3650
Landscape Design
Year Long Plantings
Lawn Maintenance
Patio • Walks • Masonry
Retaining Walls

Professional Pet Sitting Service, LLC✭

✭

$10.00

off
your first
service

New
Clients
Only

For Your Very Important Pet!

1.877.4VIPPET / 908.755.2344
www.VIPVeryImportantPet.com

Computer
Problems?

Custom & Unique
Landscape For Your Home
Designing & Building All
Your Walkway & Patio Needs

Custom Computer Solutions
Approved Solutions Provider
Dell, HP, Microsoft & Others

908-928-9288

Drip Systems • Lawn Sprinklers • Planting Beds

908-791-1820
Annual Contracts for Start-Ups & Shut-Offs • Guaranteed Immediate Response • Fully Licensed & Insured
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Fanny Wood Poetry
Contest Winners Lauded

Rent: Moves Right
Into Your Heart

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

By Michael S. Goldberger
3 popcorns

As important as it is entertaining,
the late Jonathan Larson’s hit musical
play Rent, now brought to the screen
by director Chris Columbus, readily
evinces why it won the 1996 Pulitzer
Prize for Drama. The bittersweet delve
into the lives of several young bohemian types struggling for their art in
the East Village of New York City,
many of them stricken with AIDS,
understands its time and place.
Furthermore, it relates its historical intersection to the pageant of civilization in general. Universal truths,
imaginatively mined and forcefully
presented, abound. Humanity is at its
heart. Besides, it rocks.
Loosely based on Puccini’s “La
Boheme,” Mr. Columbus’s movie,
meaningfully adapted by Steve
Chbosky, takes place in a society still
struggling to understand the impact
of the AIDS epidemic. The curse has
not yet been compartmentalized
among the numerous other scourges
that either kill or make us stronger.
Countless victims are caught in the
information gap that accompanies
each new disease.
Astute art direction paints a cold
and dank neighborhood where the
aspiring artists celebrate the fires of
spring despite the obstacles, both real
and self-imposed. On the very real
side of things, the rent is due and no
one’s yet cashed in on their creative
potential. What’s worse, it appears
they’ve been double-crossed.
Former cohort Benjamin Coffin,
III (Taye Diggs), who has now married well and in the bargain acquired
the property where his friends live,
had promised that he would never ask
any rent. Well, better get it in writing
next time, kids. Eviction looms.
Adding a dash of old-time melodrama to matters, there’s a bit of
enmity centering around who in the
group’s past loved whom. The new
landlord figures in the mix in an Oil
Can Harry sort of way.
Currently, would-be filmmaker
Mark Cohen (Anthony Rapp) is between relationships. A casualty of the
notorious but-gotta-love-her-anyway
Maureen Johnson, nicely executed
here by Ida Menzel, he sardonically
and informatively sings of his old

flame in the “Tango: Maureen.” He is
joined in song and dance by Joanne
Jefferson (Tracie Thoms), a lawyer
and heretofore outsider. But that was
before she became Mark’s successor.
Maureen, it seems, is an equal opportunity coquette.
Mark doesn’t have to do this…take
the rebel’s vow of poverty, that is.
After all, his parents are well-heeled.
But then we hear a message Mumsy
leaves on his answering machine. Says
Mark to his roommate Roger: “Sometimes I forget why I have to live here.
And then I get one of those messages.”
Mark is the poster boy for middle
class. What’s more, he doesn’t have
AIDS. Which makes him the classical narrator. Though he’s actually
more a part of the maelstrom than he
himself even realizes, like Nick in
Fitzgerald’s “The Great Gatsby” his
decision to be part of the dilemma is
a moral choice.
It’s a beautifully written play. And
once you know a little bit about it, you
can’t shake the fact that Mr. Larson
didn’t live to see the phenomenal
success of his exquisite scribing. It
becomes part of the overall impact, a
fittingly ironic asterisk.
Its transport to film is handled with
care. While you can’t exactly hear the
boards creaking, director Columbus has
done a formidable job of both preserving what should be observed through
the fourth wall and making cinematic
that, which might benefit from the fluidity motion pictures afford.
But timeliness of topic may be a
problem for some. It has been opined
in some corners that it took the movie
industry too long to get this one to
market, that the play’s once-cuttingedge incisiveness no longer figures in
the entertainment equation.
In this specific case, fully furnished
with almost all the original cast members, wall-to-wall music and a stiff
upper lip sure to give you a better
view of the world, Rent leaves little
room for improvement.
*******
Rent, rated PG-13, is a Sony Pictures Classics release directed by
Chris Columbus and stars Rosario
Dawson, Anthony Rapp and Adam
Pascal. Running time: 135 minutes

FEAST FOR KIDS…During the month of November, Mrs. Dura’s first grade
class at Wilson Elementary School studied every facet of the Pilgrim experience
from the storm-tossed journey on the Mayflower to meeting and accepting help
from Squanto. Pictured above, in preparing the Thanksgiving feast, Owen
Ripperger carefully cracks the egg to be used in the making of corn bread muffins.
The children also made a clam chowder and pumpkin pie to feast on in the
afternoon celebration.

Roosevelt Announces First
Marking Period Honor Roll
WESTFIELD – Roosevelt Intermediate School Principal Stewart
Carey announced that the following
7th and 8th grade students were named
to the first marking period honor roll
for the 2005-2006 school year at
Roosevelt. They are:
7th- Distinguished
John Allen
Kevin Kessler
Victoria Aloupis
Ibrahim Khedr
Mark Androconis
Nikki Koll
Alissa Anzevino
Hyden Kopser
Zachary Archambault
Tom Kowalski
Kerry Austin
Hannah Kronick
Jane Banta
Michael Levidy
Jack Baudhuin
James Lisooey
Adrian Bizzaro
Emily Mack
Michael Blutfield
Anne Maguire
Taylor Brand
Katherine McKinley
Emily Chan
Charles Milrod
Peter Cozzi
Amanda Minken
Sarah Crawford
Brian Monteiro
Rebecca Delafuente
Melissa Morawski
Christopher Morrissey
Meghan Dunn
Nicole Eniclerico
Morgan Murphy
Danielle Fields
Ryan Murray
Colin Fitzhenry
Priyanka Nayer
Margaux Fleschler
Christopher Neylan
Emma Foley
Dylan Olson
Alexandra Frankel
Emma Partridge
Emma Franks
Eric Rackear
Sarah A Frantz
William B Riggs
Katherine Frega
Robyn Rosenzweig
Andrew Garfinkel
Jessica Russo
Georgia Gleason
Eric Schoenbach
Erik Gozdieski
Jennifer Sexton
Rachel Gross
Joshua Simmons
Julia Harbaugh
Harrison Slater
Alyssa Hatch
Caitlin Storcks
Alexandra Hawkins
Gabrielle Tanji
Evan Heroux
Margot Tishberg
Ryan D Hess
Joseph Toresco
Megan Hoerrner
Sirena Van Epp
Lucas L Hudelson
Julia Wasilewski
Melanie Johnson
Isabelle Weisman
Catherine Johnston
Madison Weist
Tracy Kaplan
Jeffrey Yang
John Yingling

7th Grade Honor Roll
Jenelle Abbattista
Astrid Adriaens
McKenzie Anderson
Kylie Bangs
Ethan Barnes
Zina Bazarsky
Daniel Bentley
Chloe Birkenthal
Kathryn Bullek
Robert Bunting
Craig Callahan
Devin Cash
Sean Clark
Zachary Cornwell
Matthew Curry
Lauren Darchi
Jennifer Di Giorgio
Mc Manus Dolan
Timothy Donovan Jr.
Bruce Dunnan
Daniel Eliades
Joakim Eriksson
Casey Federbusch

ESSAY CONTEST…Children only can enter a contest to win this beautiful 10room dollhouse. Pick up a form at the Thrift Shop in Scotch Plains. Complete the
sentence, “I would like to win this doll house because...” in 50 words or less. For
more information, please call (908) 322-8496.

Westfield’s Ryan Miller
Highlighted at Penn State
WESTFIELD – Ryan Miller of
Westfield, a senior at Penn State University, was recently highlighted in
the cover story of the November/December Penn Stater alumni magazine.
Ryan currently serves as the president of the Nittany Lion Fund, a $2.8
million investment fund based at, but
corporately separate from, Penn State.
Recently, he was selected to represent
Penn State at the annual Eller Student
Empowerment Conference held in early
November at the University of Arizona,
where student leaders from the nation’s
top undergraduate business programs
met to discuss current issues facing the
business school community and to create new student initiatives at their schools.
A member of the Schreyer Honors
College and the Smeal College of Business, Ryan is double majoring in Finance
and French with a minor in International
Business. His undergraduate honors thesis combining both his finance and French
majors discusses the efficiency of government budgeting in France.
He was on the Dean’s List for each of
the past three years at Penn State and is
a member of both the Phi Eta Sigma
National Collegiate and the Beta Gamma
Sigma Business Honor Societies.
Ryan worked in independent research at Penn State on financial analyst forecasting behavior for Goldman
Sachs Endowed University Fellow
Professor J. Randall Woolridge as
well as in Client Support at Christakos
Financial Group in Westfield. He has
had past summer internships at Merrill
Lynch Business Financial Services,
Standard & Poor’s, and, most recently,

at Merrill Lynch in Investment Banking, all in New York City.
In State College, he also acted as a
piano accompanist for Greek Sing, a
charitable fundraiser led by the Penn
State greek community, served as a
Smeal Student Mentor for incoming
undergraduates and worked as a class
note-taker for a local business.
A 2002 graduate of Westfield High
School, Ryan is the son of Douglas
Miller and Carol Healey of Westfield.
Ryan was awarded a Schreyer Honors
College StudentAmbassador Grant and
a Martin Liberal Arts academic scholarship to attend the Paul Valery University in Montpellier, France, where he
will study for his spring 2006 semester.
Upon graduation from Penn State
in 2006, he will begin working fulltime in investment banking at Merrill
Lynch & Co. in New York City.

Gordon Named Student
Government Secretary
WESTFIELD – Westfield’s
Whitney Gordon named recently was
named treasurer of Roanoke College’s
Student Government Association in a
close election.
Students elected Whitney, a junior at
Roanoke College, as next year’s SGA
secretary. She is the daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Thomas Gordon of Westfield.
Her duties as secretary include recording and distributing the minutes
of SGA meetings, formatting all legislation, maintaining SGA files and
attending various college meetings
and functions.

Jeremy W Lin
Brenna Logue
Charlotte Lorentzen
John “Jack” Lorentzen
Alexander Luzzi
Jessica Manna
Christopher Mannino
Mikhail Maslyuk
Diana Mason
Natalie Materek
Nicholas Matthews
Benjamin J McCready
Matthew McEvoy
Connor Melofchik
Christopher Mench
Shannon Mooney
Kevin Morris
Charlotte Murtishaw
Daniel Piatnitsky
Christine Pyo
Amy Reich
William Reynolds
Rachel Rickles
Catherine Filipkowski
Adel Roff
Daniel Fitzpatrick
Valeria Rojas
Abigail Flaherty
Emily Ronk
Josh Friedman
Bradland Ross
John Gentile
Nicholas Roth
John Githens
Brandon Ruhl
Brandon Gold
Nicholas Safonov
Gabrielle Gold
Jill Salisbury
Emily B Goldstein
Matthew Santry
Brittany Goncalves Kaitlin Schurig
Joseph Greenspan
Jenna Sharkey
Kathryn Halliburton Megan Sharkey
Edward Han
Dylan Shepcaro
Matthew Hartzell
Jordan Siegel
Ryan Heine
Wyatt Smith
Charli Herrington
Jacob Steinfield
Madeline Horowitz Connor Streaman
Gregory Howard
Meghan Sullivan
Michael Jones
Nathaniel Suri
Joseph Kacmarsky Matthew Tice
Megan Kaveney
Sam Tooley
James’Jack” Kephart Nathaniel Ward
Madeline Komar
Kyla Wiesinger
Roman Krywulych Brian Williams
Ian Kuhn
Timothy Younger
Jeffrey LaForge
Zachary Zagorski
Martina Landeka
Kristen Zellner
Adam Ziering

8th- Distinguished
Robert Anderson
Christin Aswad
Katie Brennan
Meghan Brody
Abigail Burton
Gabrielle Cerami
John Colucci
Andrew Cordeiro

Jaclyn Laspata
Grace MacKenzie
Olivia Magnanini
Molly C Maher
Laura A Marvin
Mary McKevitt
Matthew Meserole
Gregory R Mitchell

Geena De Rosa
Samuel A Mumford
Michael. Eilbacher
Grace Mustard
Carly Erman
Michael Oster
Jonathan Erman
Gaffney Peterson
Helen Farley
Anna C Powell
Michael Fietkiewicz Megan Ramage
Benjamin Fine
Katie L Ramire
Bridget Gallagher
Kevin Ramos
Leah M Geoghegan
Adam C Reich
Andrew Gialanella
Megan Reilly
Nicholas Gilligan
Amy Rosenfeld
Sarah Glickstein
Lauren Ross
Emily Goodman
Michal Sagal
Sophie H Greene
Christopher Salemme
William Gretsky
Andrew Sauerwein
Emily Harris
Joshua A Solomon
Kelly G Hering
Julia Spiridigliozzi
Halli James
Graeme B Stahl
Ryan A Jennings
Kelly G Sullivan
Jill Kandigian
Diana Vasel
Sean Kilcullen
Diana Venezia
Anne Knisely
Peter Waddell
Joseph Kramkowski Peter Waddell
Yixiao Wang

FANWOOD – The Fanwood Arts
Council held an awards ceremony for
the winners of the Fanny Wood Poetry Contest at the monthly Carriage
House Poetry Series meeting on
Thursday, December 1.
The event was held at The Patricia
M. Kuran Cultural Arts Center, also
known at “The Carriage House,” and
featured poet D.M. “Dutch” Dutcher.
Mr. Dutcher, who is a woodworker/
carpenter, in addition to a poet,
founded the poetry reading series at
the Somerville and Highland Park
Public Libraries. He has also worked
as a member of the stage crew for the
George Street Theatre in New
Brunswick.
Mr. Dutcher read several of his
poems that spoke of his personal experience with time, nature and other
people.
The poet read his “Head to Toe,”
about a man who “roams Patterson
(New Jersey) and who looks like a
magnet for meanness.”
Mr. Dutcher contrasted “Head to
Toe” with “A Light No More,” his
poetic tribute to a friend who passed
away. This touching acknowledgement
spoke of his friend’s passing as “truth.”
In “Downtown Down,” Mr. Dutcher
wrote about the recent renaissance of
the City of New Brunswick to accommodate the world headquarters for
Johnson and Johnson.
“Dutch’s poems are characterized
by quiet intensity, essential honesty
and compelling generosity,” explained
Tom Plante, co-director of the
Fanwood Arts Council, and editor
and publisher of Exit 13 Magazine.
After Mr. Dutcher’s reading, the
focus of the meeting turned to the
winners of the Fanny Wood Poetry

Contest. The contest was presented
in conjunction with the 9th Annual
Fanny Wood Day held on Sunday,
October 3. Poets over the age of 21
were invited to submit five original,
unpublished poems.
This was the third year for the poetry contest. More than 400 contest
entries were received, and judged by
Mr. Plante and Alex Pinto, a published poet and nonfiction writer and
co-editor of Connections, an anthology of student writing published by
the Union County Division of Cultural and Heritage Affairs.
Adele Kenny, co-director of the
Fanwood Arts Council and co-founder
of the Carriage House Poetry Series,
presented the winners certificates.
First place was awarded to Edwin
Romond of Wind Gap, Pa. for his
poem, “To My Lifelong Friend Going to Prison.” Second place went to
Susan Rothbard of Livingston for
“The Dog Speaks with Compassion.”
while third place was tied by Therése
Halscheid of Haddonfield for “My
Father’s Cereal,” and Anna Evans of
Hainesport for “Not by Design.”
Six other poets were awarded honorable mention awards. Each winner
was invited to read his or her winning
poem, as well as a sampling of other
work.
“This was an extraordinary event,”
said Ms. Kenny. “It was wonderful to
host a reading that included so many
distinguished poets.”
Past Carriage House Poetry Series
readings have included National Book
Award winner Gerald Stein and
Pulitzer Prize winner Stephen Dunn.
The Carriage House Poetry Series
will resume regular monthly meetings again on March 9. For more
information, contact Ms. Kenny at
(908) 889-7223.

8th Grade. Honor Roll
Sara Aleksandravicius Suzanne Lemberg
Elise B Annis
Dalton Mack
David P Athenson
Ian MacKenzie
Hayley A Baker
Brian P Maehl
Evan P Bakst
Margaret Malaspina
Katherine Bange
Eric Mandelblatt
Patrick Baudhuin
Andrew J Marino
Tyler Becker
Stephen J Marino
Scott M Bernstein
Amanda Markowski
Nicole Bilica
Lauren May
Stephanie Bogin
Thomas Mc Keown
Maximilian Bryk
Nicholas B McAlister
Jacquelyn Buckman
Colin McKevitt
Christopher Castelo
Sara J Nelson
Amanda Centrella
Maria Niemiera
Danny Choo
Luke Nobile
Danielle M Cofone
Patrick O’Brien
Sara Connery
Kathleen M O’Neill
John Crisan
Beau Preston
Tara Criscuolo
Wade Preston
Melissa A Crosta
Jaraad Rogers
Alexander J Cruz
Amy S Roggenburg
Tyler Cusick
Evan S Rosenburgh
Matthew B Daly
Justin Rosin
Mitchell Dornfeld
Chloe Rothenberg
Christopher Dunstan Benjamin Rubin
Seth Egert
Emily Sawers
Sharon M Faktor
Maxwell Schuster
Connor G Farley
Samantha Seib
Adam Fine
Julian Seltzer
David Fishman
Connor Shields
Rachel E Friedman
William Sickles
Maximilan Fusaro
Robert Sinisi
Andrew M Gates
Kenneth Sipe
Jordan A Graham
Cole Sisto
Michael A Greco
Jared Smith
Catherine Green
Meredith H Smith
Kyla E Grodzka
Justin M Snyder
Kerrington Hall
Daniel Sproull
Chang Hee Han
Darla Stabler
Jordan E Harries
Andrew Storcks
Connor Hewett
Jake Sussman
Lauren N Hughes
Kamal Tamboli
Brett C Johnson
John E Taylor
Elizabeth A Kamel
Scott Thien
Samantha E Kaufman Christopher Tomasso
Hong Soo (Bill) Kim Gabriella Vanness
Robyn T Knapp
Cody Vassallo
Ryan Krasnoo
Denise Virzi
Stephanie A Kuntz
Emily Weeks
Josephine La Costa
Ariel Weingarten
Zachary M La Porta
Matthew Weintraub
Gabriella LaRosa
Caroline Yeager
Alexa Zepka

Meet Cora At WF’s
Evalyn Dunn’s Gallery
WESTFIELD – “Life and colours
are bursting from the canvas, an enchanting mixture of movement and
light.” These are a few of the words of
praise about the paintings of the artist
Cora.
The public can meet Cora during a
reception on Saturday, December 10,
from 5 to 7 p.m. at Evalyn Dunn’s
Gallery, located 549 South Avenue
West in Westfield. Call the gallery for
more information at (908) 232-0412
Cora was born in a little island in
South Korea in 1959 and has lived in
Provence from 1994, where she bases
many of her landscapes. She is a selftaught artist.
Since she was a child, she has been
fascinated with painting and drawing. By the age of 20, she was already
selling her work to galleries and corporate clients throughout the country. Although she is fond of pastel,
she is drawn to oil painting.

Come meet

Cora
Saturday
December
10
2005
5 – 7 pm
Wine and Cheese Reception
Evalyn Dunn's Gallery
549 South Avenue West
Westfield, NJ 07090
908-232-0412
www.evalyndunnsgallery.com

NOT OVERLOOKED…On November 8, celebrated television journalist Jane
Pauley launched Overlook Hospital’s yearlong centennial celebration with a talk
on “Facing Life’s Adversities.” She is pictured here with Alan Lieber, Overlook’s
chief operating officer.
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Westfield’s Pick an Exit Rocks JCC
By VICTORIA MCCABE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Jeff Salomon, 14, Earns
Skateboarding Accolades
By MICHELLE H. Le POIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – A mist of rain fell
and the afternoon became darker last
Monday, but atop the long driveway
to a Bailey Court home, emerged the
shadow of a 14-year-old Westfield
High School freshman practicing his
ollie and fakie flips and boarding a
ramp in front of his garage with a
determined eye.
In November, Enormity Skateboards named Jeff, a skateboarder
since the age of nine, its Skateboarder
of the Month, after viewing the modest skateboarder’s three-minute video,
which boasted his fanciest footwork
and most unique stunts.
Jeff’s friend Josh Ettinger was at
the beach one day when he discovered Enormity Skateboards’ contest
poster calling for skateboarders to
show off their best work through
video.
Jeff’s video, set to the song “No
Rain” by Blind Melon (he considered
“Paranoid” by Black Sabbath), starts
out with a small comical fall from a
stunt he later landed (but lost the
footage). The video includes shots
inside the gymnasium of Roosevelt
Intermediate School (RIS) in
Westfield, around the north side train
station parking lot, Gray Funeral
Home on East Broad Street, at the end
of Echo Lake Park by Nomahegan
Park and even the Olive Garden on
Route 22.
During the video, Jeff explained
that he got to do his favorite trick – the
ollie flip. Learning the stunt had been
kind of a contest between him and a
buddy. “I thought, let’s see who can
land it first. So, 10 to 20 minutes later,
my friend landed it, and then I came
back and landed it.”
To view Jeff’s video in its entirety,
visit www.enormityskateboards.com.
Jeff edited, produced and directed the
entire video, with filming duties performed by Josh Ettinger, Brett
Ettinger, Colin Embry, Tyler Madern
and other friends.
“I wasn’t expecting to be Skateboarder of the Month,” Jeff told The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times. “When I
found out I won, I thought it was
really good.”
Two weeks after he was crowned
with the title, a representative from
Enormity Skateboards traveled to
Gumpert Park in Westfield and presented Jeff with two T-shirts (Jeff
wore one during his interview) and
three skateboard decks. The presentation was made during the annual
Teen Extreme event sponsored by the
Westfield Y.
During his interview, Jeff’s parents, Jayne and Garry Salomon returned home. When he looked down
at his broken wrist, from which he is
currently recovering, The Leader/
Times asked about whether or not his
parents worry about him participating in such a risky and challenging
sport.
“They get really freaked out,” he
said, but what truly concerns the
young skateboarder is the cancellation of skateboarding inside the RIS
gymnasium by Principal Stewart
Carey. Jeff explained that the school

did not like some small white lines
left by the boards on the gym floor.
However, he stressed, that with a little
light brushing or mopping the marks
were gone.
Jeff has been lobbying for a skate
park to be built in Westfield. Edison
and Sayreville have embraced the
construction of such skate parks in
their towns. However, Westfield officials have been more than reluctant.
“Everywhere we skate, we’re very
respectful,” he noted. If pedestrians,
merchants and church owners become
upset by the skateboarding, “they get
mean right away. Sometimes we understand, but we’ve got to go somewhere to skate.”
Ideally, Jeff would like to garner
support of town politicians to build a
skate park at Clark Park right next to
RIS. Usually, he noted, only evacuation drills are held there and it is just
the right space with the best availability. Any politician willing to step up
and help Jeff would be a hero in the
eyes of many kids.
He has sent letters and asked for
help, it seems something positive will
happen, but “they always pull out the
last minute,” Jeff explained.
Although he became familiar with
skateboarding through his 17-yearold brother Jason Salomon, Jeff
learned on his own.
With Enormity Skateboards and
OneWest Skateboard Company as his
official sponsors, one would think
Jeff is gearing up for pro status.
“I would like to skate professionally, but won’t push it real hard,” he
said. “If you try so hard you probably
won’t get it because most who go pro
…it just falls into place.”
In the meantime, Jeff may be nursing the broken wrist, but there’s plenty
of snowboarding, summer skate
camp, and gnarly ollie flips in his
future.

Choral Arts Announces
Messiah Comm. Sing
WESTFIELD – The Choral Art
Society of New Jersey, Inc. announced
its annual Messiah Community Sing.
The event will take place on Friday,
December 9, at 8 p.m. at St. Helen’s
Roman Catholic Church on Rahway
Avenue in Westfield.
James Little, musical director of
the society, will conduct the Handel
oratorio. Audience members are invited to join in the singing of both
choruses and solo sections or simply
come to listen.
Admission to the Messiah Community Sing is $10 at the door where
scores may be borrowed for the
evening.
On Saturday, January 21, the
Choral Art Society will perform
The Magnificat in D by Johann
Sebastian Bach and a work of the
same title by his son, Carl Philip
Emanuel Bach.
On Tuesday, January 24, rehearsals will begin for the Saturday, May
20, performance of Rutter’s Mass
of the Children. Both the January
and May concerts are to be held at
The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield.

WF’s A Train Produces
‘Indie Rock’ Project
WESTFIELD – A Train Productions, a Westfield-based video production/post production company,
recently provided recording, editorial and DVD authoring services for
the New York City indie (independent) rock band Pray For The Soul Of
Betty (PFTSOB), which features lead
singer and recent “American Idol”
finalist Constantine Maroulis, lead
guitarist Joao Joya, bassist Taylor,
C.R. and drummer Hamboussi.
According to Lynne Applebaum,
producer for A Train Productions on
this project, “As a fan of both
Constantine and Pray For The Soul
of Betty, it was an extremely rewarding project to be involved in. The
video, entitled ‘The Ghetto DVD,’
offers the viewer an opportunity to
see a live Betty show with an intimate feel.”
Taylor, C.R, bass player for
PFTSOB and executive producer for
the project, added “We came into
this project with footage from a variety of sources, some professionally shot, some shot by friends and
family and most with audio issues,
so we knew from the beginning that

it would be a challenge to pull it all
together and make it work. The
Applebaums went above and beyond
to create a video that the band and I
are very proud of.”
The Ghetto DVD features five
songs from shows performed earlier
this year at the Key Club in Los
Angeles, and at Show in New York
City, along with band interviews,
interviews with fans and backstage
footage.
Jonathan Applebaum, supervising
editor and DVD author for the project,
added, “When you live with a challenging project for weeks on end, you
can either end up hating the process
or grow to love it. Without question,
this project certainly became a labor
of love, as the more I lived with
PFTSOB’s music, the more I enjoyed
and appreciated their musical talents
and showmanship. Taylor was a joy
to work with.”
The Ghetto DVD may be purchased
via the band’s website at www.
prayforthesoulofbetty.com.
For more information, call (908)
233-1784
or
e-mail
atrainproductions@comcast.net.

NJWA Gift Certificates
Available for Holidays
WESTFIELD – The New Jersey
Workshop for the Arts has announced
the availability of gift certificates.
Issued in any financial amount,
these cards may be used for instrumental or vocal music lessons, for
both children and adults, at The Music Studio, or to enroll a four- or fiveyear olds in the Kids ‘n’ Arts program, where youngsters can experience art, music and theater crafts.
Gift certificates can be used for
lessons, for those ages 10 to adult, in
the Westfield Fencing Club or to give
a child from pre-school to grade 12,
the opportunity to attend the Westfield
Summer Workshop for arts, crafts,
communications, dance, drama, music or musical theater.
Gift certificates are available yearround at the NJWA office at 150-152
East Broad Street in Westfield. Call
(908) 789-9696 for more information
or visit NJWA on the web at
www.njworkshopforthearts.com.

Musical Groups Plan
Joint Concert Sunday
WESTFIELD – The CACA Young
Players Philharmonic (YPP) and Chinese American Music Ensemble
(CAME) will hold their first joint concert on Sunday, December 11, at 5 p.m.
This concert will be held at the
First United Methodist Church, at 1
East Broad Street in Westfield, and it
will be free and open to the public.
The program will include classical
music such as selections from
Carmen, as well as sacred and holiday fare such as “Sleigh Ride” and
“On This Winter Holiday.” For more
details, please call Dannie Vaccari at
(732) 494-3471 or Robert Kao at (908)
668-8628.

Bethany, Rufus to Play
Coffee With Conscience
WESTFIELD – The Coffee With
Conscience Concert Series of
Westfield presents Bethany Yarrow
and cellist Rufus Cappadocia in concert at the First United Methodist
Church of Westfield, 1 East Broad
Street (corner of North Avenue) in
Westfield, on Saturday, December 10.
Ms. Yarrow is the daughter of folk
legend Peter Yarrow of Peter, Paul
and Mary.
Doors will open at 7:30 p.m. and
the concert begins at 8 p.m. Admission is $15. All net proceeds from this
evening’s concert will be donated to
the Community Food Bank of New
Jersey, based in Hillside.
Reservations are strongly encouraged for this concert, and can be
made by calling the concert hotline at
(908) 412-9105, or e-mailing
concerts4causes@aol.com.
For more information about the
artists, visit their website at
www.bethanyandRufus.com. Volunteers are always appreciated.

Get Outta’
The House
By CAROL F. DAVIS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Victoria McCabe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Pick an Exit – (left to right) Brian Chiger, Evan Statton, Dave Napiorski and
James Reber – perform at the Scotch Plains JCC on Saturday. The band will tour
the Northeast in early January, making a stop at The Bitter End in New York
City’s Village on January 5.

pull off the difficult task of playing
the immobile instrument while generating all of the energy that a lead
singer should. On a rocking cover of
Jonah’s OneLineDrawing’s “Lukewarm,” Statton climbed up on top of
the piano to belt out the last verse of
the song – the perfect cap for the
super-charged band effort.
Pick an Exit performed songs from
all three of their EPs and previewed
som new pieces intended for the album they plan to formally release in
January. Aside from giving both new
and old fans a chance to hear familiar
songs, the setlist served as a testament to the band’s musical growth
over the past three years.
The band takes more risks with its
newer material; the songwriting is more
confident and assured, and the musicians play with tempo and texture to
sublimely satisfying results. “Orien’s
Belt,” perhaps the most ambitious cut
off of “None of This Ever Happened,”
slowly grows out of a piano line into a
wistful rocker; Statton’s vocals shone
during Saturday’s rendition, treating
the song with all the controlled intensity it deserved, and Reber’s backing
vocal lines and harmonies locked in
perfectly.
Other highlights of the show included “Red Valkyrie is About to Die,”
a rocked-out song “about Nintendo”
with crushing power chords from
Chiger and a hot piano breakdown,
and “The Jazz June,” a bittersweet
power ballad marked by high guitar
reverb, intense instrumental buildup
led by Napiorski’s tight drumming
and polar volume changes.

After the final number, while Pick
an Exit waited for confirmation that
they could play the encore that fans
were demanding, someone in the
crowd shouted out the almost-requisite “Freebird!” call, and the rhythm
section answered. Indulging the
crowd, Napiorski, Reber and Chiger
started jamming out the instrumentals
of the Lynyrd Skynyrd anthem, and in
one of the show’s more amusing moments, a fan jumped onstage and offered his own comical lyrical interpretation of the song.
To close the show, Pick an Exit
performed an as-yet-lyric-less instrumental piece penned by Reber. “We
need to practice it anyway,” quipped
Statton. But polished or not, the tune
was an unexpected glimpse into the
band’s writing process, and it certainly gave fans another reason to
keep listening. The instrumentals
rocked harder than much of the band’s
early work; heavy guitar lines and
piano arpeggios gave way to abrupt,
heavy rock cadences that will, no
doubt, in time punctuate introspective, interesting lyrics as per the band’s
tradition.
Pay attention to the boys of Pick an
Exit – their strong songwriting, tight
instrumentals and assured stage presence are all signs of good things to
come, and they just could be New
Jersey’s next breakout musical act.
Pick an Exit will perform several
shows in early January, including a
show at The Bitter End in New York
City’s Village on January 5; check in
at www.pickanexit.com for a complete schedule.

For the next two weekends, on Fridays and Saturdays (December 9, 10,
16, 17), there will be a Candlelight
Tour of Liberty Hall on Morris Avenue
in Union. Celebrate a variety of traditions including: the Dutch St. Nicholas
(1774), English Twelfth Night (1800),
“The Night Before Christmas” (1848),
Victorian Christmas (1899), and a World
War II holiday (1942). For tickets ($6$12) and reservations, call (908) 5270400 or go to www.libertyhallnj.org/
calendar.com.
*******
Rod Serling fans won’t want to
miss Night of the Meek, through
December 17, at 12 Miles West Theatre Company in Bloomfield. Adapted
by Steve Ruskin, it is about a down
and out department store Santa who
finds a magic bag of gifts that changes
everything. Tickets are $10 for weekend performances, Fridays and Saturdays at 8 p.m., and on Sundays at 1
p.m. The Theatre is at 562 Bloomfield
Avenue. Call (973) 259-9187.
*******
If you think you’ve seen all of artist
Roy Lichtenstein’s work, check out:
Roy Lichtenstein: American Indian
Encounters, at the Montclair Museum of Art through January 8, 2006.
This show features a virtually unknown group of paintings and works
on paper by the leading Pop artist,
inspired by his appreciation of Native
American art. For information, visit:
http://www.montclairartmuseum.org/
exhibitions.cfm?id=18 or call the
Museum at (973) 746-5555.
*******
On Saturday, December 10, at 8 p.m.,
The Klezmer Mountain Boys with Jewish folktale teller Ellen Musikant will
appear at the Presbyterian Church in
Chatham. The Boys blend klezmer and
bluegrass, while the stories draw upon
soulful traditions - the perfect warm-up
to Hanukkah. Tickets are $15. Call
(973) 376.4946 or log onto: http://
econ.biz/sanctuaryconcerts/
directions.html for information.
*******
The New Jersey Historical Society will
present a free program, Hidden Treasures, on Sunday, December 10 from
12:30 – 1:30 p.m. Learn to be a history
detective, and look for clues on unique
objects that are not normally on display.
There will also be an art activity. It should
be great family fun and educational, too.
Call (973) 596-8500 or visit them on the
web at: http://www.jerseyhistory.org.

and Commerce Bank present

NewYearsEve
Design: MoldaveDesigns|Mountainside, New Jersey

Photo courtesy of Jayne Salomon

COMPETITIVE EDGE...Westfield High School freshman Jeff Salomon shows
off his competitive edge and fancy footwork. The 14-year-old, who began skateboarding at the age of 9, was crowned Skateboarder of the Month by Enormity
Skateboards.

SCOTCH PLAINS – Between attending different colleges in different
states and holding down full-time jobs,
the members of Westfield’s pianopower-pop/punk-rock band Pick an
Exit haven’t had much time to practice
together recently. But judging from
the way they rocked Scotch Plains’
JCC on Saturday, you’d never know it.
Pause – if “rock” and “the JCC”
don’t seem like words one would ever
find in the same sentence, don’t be
fooled. Scotch Plains’ JCC has played
host to fine musical acts before (last
spring, nationally-acknowledged upand-coming singer-songwriters Pete
Schmidt and Granian shared a bill in
an intimate, up-close-and-personal
show), and Saturday night’s threeband lineup certainly continued that
tradition.
Locals Boredom At Its Best and
Selsius each offered their own brands
of energetic indie rock and punk rock
to the full crowd of friends and fans,
setting the stage for Pick an Exit.
Pick an Exit – a quartet of
Westfielders Evan Statton (piano/lead
vocals), Brian Chiger (guitar), James
Reber (bass/backing vocals) and Dave
Napiorski (drums) – formed in October of 2002 and have released three
EPs – “John Cusak Used to Be My
Hero,” “Unsatisfaction Drives Us”
and “None of This Ever Happened.”
On Saturday night, it took a couple
of songs for the band to settle in,
mostly due to a technical levels imbalance that basically hid the piano
for the first two songs. But as soon as
the balance was fixed and the piano
became audible, Pick an Exit’s special blend of piano rock, power pop
and punk rock instantly fell into place,
and the band treated its audience to a
fast-paced high-energy rock show that
should keep fans clamoring for more.
Though school and work have demanded much of their time recently,
the band members communicated with
each other with all the skills of a polished rock group, and the resulting
tight, in-sync performance created
room-filling energy and excitement.
In its earlier days, Pick an Exit had
featured other singers, but Statton is
clearly meant to be the frontman of
this band. He played his upright
piano standing up and was able to
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The “Guys and Dolls”of Broadway
A CELEBRATION OF THE GOLDEN AGE OF THE
AMERICAN MUSICAL FEATURING STARS DIRECT
FROM THE BROADWAY STAGE
Saturday, December 31, 2005 at 7 PM
Westfield High School, Dorian Road, Westfield NJ
TICKETS: $50 & $25
available at Symphony Office
224 East Broad St, Westfield,
Tel: (908) 232-9400
WWW.WESTFIELDSYMPHONY.ORG

Funding has been made possible in part through a grant by
the New Jersey State Council on the Arts/Department of
State, a partner agency of the National Endowment for the
Arts. The Residency of Robert Aldridge is made possible
through Music Alive, a residency program of the American
Symphony Orchestra League and Meet The Composer. This
national program is designed to provide orchestras with
resources and tools to support their presentation of new
music to the public and build support for new music within
their institutions.
Funding for Music Alive is provided by The Andrew W.
Mellon Foundation and The Aaron Copland Fund for Music.
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Rack Of Lamb ~ A succulent & moist rack of lamb,
wrapped in a delicious herb crust. Great as an
appetizer or main entree.
$18.99 per person • $27.99 complete dinner.
Baked Honey Glazed Ham ~ Includes mandarin
raisin sauce & honey mustard. Sliced & garnished
(or spiral cut bone-in).
$12.99 per person • $21.99 complete dinner.
Baked Salmon Filet with Horseradish-Dill Crust ~
Fresh salmon filet topped with a dill, lemon,
horseradish and breadcrumb crust. Stays very
moist and reheats beautifully.
$12.99 per person • $21.99 complete dinner.
Beef Tenderloin with Herb Crust ~ A marinated,
grilled filet mignon seared very rare so it is easily
reheated. Extremely lean and melts in your
mouth. Includes our homade horseradish sauce.
$23.99 per person • $24.95 complete dinner
dinner..
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Steak Stuffed with Sausage, Basil, Spinach &
Swiss ~ Lean top round layered and rolled with
fresh basil, spinach, Swiss cheese & sweet Italian
sausage. Sliced in a delicious burgundy wine gravy.
$12.99 per person • $21.99 complete dinner.
Boneless Pork Loin w ith Pockets Of Wild
Mushroom & Sage Stuffing ~ With lots of savory
mushroom gravy.
$12.99 per person • $21.99 complete dinner.
Rack Of Veal ~ Very tender milk-fed rack of veal
roasted to perfection. Served with a delicate gravy
& pearl onions.
$18.99 per person • $21.99 complete dinner
Prime Rib
Rib~ U.S.D.A. Angus prime rib seasoned &
cooked to perfection.
$21.95 per person • $30.99 complete dinner

Traditional Turkey Dinner
16 To 18 lb. Oven-Baked-To-Perfection Turkey
For Party Of 10 To 12
Turkey Stuffing
Sweet Potato Casserole
Green Beans With Cashew Butter
Our Glazed Carrots

$249

Cranberry Sauce
Turkey Gravy
Dinner Rolls
Our Ever-So-Popular Key Lime Pie

(Extra Drumsticks & Breast Meat Available)

439 South Ave. West • Westfield • 908-233-9733
fax: 908- 518-7770 • www.clyneandmurphy.com

