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associate in his lobbying firm.
Mr. Murphy said it is outrageous if

law enforcement is engaging in un-
founded character assassination, as
Mr. Mukherji alleges. “They should
verify their facts and if proven wrong,
they owe Mr. Mukherji an apology,”
Mr. Murphy said.

Among Mr. Mukherji’s many
titles, published on several of his
websites, he claims to be: a CEO and
director of technology, marketing
consultant, political adviser and ex-
perienced adviser in government
contract procurement, a military de-
fense intelligence specialist and lin-
guist in the Marine Corps.

Mr. Murphy said he has known Mr.
Mukherji for seven years and said he
is an enormously accomplished and
remarkable young man. “He has many
accomplishments on record. He
doesn’t need to fabricate or embellish
any,” Mr. Murphy added.

Impact NJ lists approximately 20
client companies on its website but
handled only $3,000 in expenditures
for 2004, according to the State of
N.J.’s lobbyist expenditure’s site. The
Impact NJ website states that their
partners have a combined total of 50
years of experience, but it does not
indicate how many of those years are
credited to Mr. Mukherji.

The Marine Corps Reservist Unit,
3rd Battalion, 14th Marines in Phila-
delphia verified that Mr. Mukherji
was a Corporal in their battalion.
Thomas Edison College also verified
that Mr. Mukherji was a graduate of

DWC Schedules Holiday
Events for Downtown WF

WESTFIELD - As part of the Wel-
come Home to Westfield holiday
events, the Downtown Westfield Cor-
poration (DWC) is offering free trol-
ley rides every weekend from noon to
3 pm. Riders are encouraged to park
for free at the South Avenue train
station and catch the trolley which
makes stops at Lord & Taylor, E.
Broad & Elm, Quimby Street, North
Avenue train station and back to South
Avenue train station.

The Best Western Westfield Inn
has provided overnight accommoda-
tions for the trolley driver.

According to Courtney Nemec,
events coordinator “The DWC is
happy to offer trolleys again this year,
and we are pleased to partner with the
Best Western Westfield Inn. We are

encouraging riders to bring two cans
of food to donate to the Knights of
Columbus Year-Round Food Drive,
but it is not necessary in order to ride
the trolley”.

In addition to the trolley rides, DWC
offers free gift wrapping at Liberty
Travel each Saturday from 11 a.m. to
3 p.m. and the downtown performances
by the Yuletide Carolers dressed in
Dickens attire, Escape Women’s Bar-
bershop Quartet, The Watson High-
landers Bagpipe Band and NJ Work-
shop for the Arts Alp Horns.

For a complete listing of more than
50 Welcome Home to Westfield events
throughout town, contact the DWC at
(908) 789-9444, pick up a brochure at
downtown businesses or visit the
website www.WestfieldToday.com.

Our 66th Year
389 Park Avenue • Scotch Plains • (908) 322-7126

www.johnsmarket.com

For Christmas
& Hanukkah!

ORDER NOW!

• HOMEMADE KIELBASI

• FREE RANGE ORGANIC POULTRY

• FRESH HAMS

• FIRST CUT BRISKETS

• FRESH TURKEYS
Eberly Farms - No additives.  Also Geese, Capons & Ducks.

• SMOKED HAMS
(Spiral cut 1% salt, no fat; Guaranteed the best ham

 you’ve ever tasted or your money back.)

• ELEGANT CROWN ROAST
(Lamb or Pork)

When you buy

PRIME,

ask to see the

PRIME Stamp

Order Our
Fresh Seafood for

Christmas Eve

Old Fashioned
Custom Cuts &

Personalized Service

• PRIME FILET MIGNON
(De-fatted)

• USDA PRIME RIB ROAST
(1st Cut) Aged to perfection.  No finer Prime Rib anywhere.

DON’T BE FOOLED:

THE TAVERN AT

STAGE HOUSE

stage house
restaurant and wine bar
366 park avenue, scotch plains, nj

908 322 4224
366 park avenue, scotch plains, nj

908 322 4224

Yes, You Can . . .

stage house
restaurant and wine bar

Yes, You Can . . .
bring wine from your private selection and we will

waive the corkage fee every Tuesday.

Yes, You Can . . .
enjoy our great menu at the place of your choice

(off-premises catering).

Yes, You Can . . .
enjoy a great dining experience in a Colonial building with

its original fireplaces from 1737, with our new American fare

menu created by chef-owner Eric Hambrecht.

Check out our new affordable prices!

POLICE BLOTTER
Westfield

Monday, November 28, Kalief
McCauley, 29, of Plainfield, was arrested
during a motor vehicle stop at South Av-
enue and Crossway Place for an outstand-
ing warrant out of Plainfield. He was
released after posting bail.

John Alyegbo, 59, of Hillside was ar-
rested during a motor vehicle stop at
Central Avenue and Virginia Street for an
outstanding warrant out of Westfield. He
was released after posting bail.

Thursday, December 1, Shanzi Li, 42,
of Flushing, NY; Keum H. Park, 40, of
Cliffside Park, were arrested and charged
with engaging in prostitution. Keum S.
Park, 40, of Cliffside Park was arrested
and charged with promoting prostitution.
Police said the arrest occurred at 348
South Avenue, East. Bail was set at $750
for Li and Keum H. Park and $1,500 for
Keum S. Park, police said. All three
were released after posting bail pend-
ing a court appearance on Wednesday,
December 7 after press time.

Jose Miranda, 20, of Elizabeth was
arrested at the Clark Police Department
on outstanding warrants of $350 out of
Westfield, $350 out on Monmouth Junc-
tion, and $280 out of Elizabeth. Miranda
was transferred to the Union County jail
in Elizabeth where he was being held on
bail.

Friday, December 2, Carlos Vasquez-
Deleon, 37, of Plainfield, was arrested
and charged with driving while intoxi-
cated at South Avenue and Drake Place.
Police said Vasquez-Deleon was arrested
after refusing a breathalyzer test. He was
released to a responsible adult.

Anthony Coles, 28, of Plainfield, was
arrested at the Plainfield Police Depart-
ment on an outstanding $250 warrant out
of Westfield. He was being held on bail.

Berangere J. Pierrelousis, 35, of Jersey
City, was arrested on North Avenue for
exhibiting a simulated insurance card to a
police officer. He was released pending a
court hearing on December 7.

Mark Collins, 20, of Jersey City was
arrested at South Avenue and Sussex
Street on a warrant out of Bayonne.

Saturday, December 3, a Glen Avenue
resident reported that someone broke into
their 1991 Lexus and stole a purse con-
taining $40 in cash, a $50 gift card, a New
Jersey’s driver’s license, credit cards and
personal papers. In addition, two elec-
tronic games and memory cards were
reportedly removed from the trunk.

Sunday, December 4, a Stanmore Place
resident reported that her 1999 Mercury
Villager was burglarized. The victim re-
ported that $200 in electronic items was
stolen.

Scotch Plains
Monday, November 28, a student at the

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School re-
ported being the victim of criminal mis-
chief. The student stated that while at-
tending class unknown persons scratched
her vehicle’s side door causing several
hundred dollars in damage.

Thursday, December 1, a resident of
Ravenswood Lane reported being the vic-
tim of theft. The resident stated that un-
known persons removed items from her
vehicle. There was no sign of forced entry
into the vehicle.

Friday, December 2, a patron of a Park
Avenue restaurant reported being the victim
of theft. The victim stated that while attending
a party her wallet was stolen from her purse.
The wallet contained money and credit cards.

Saturday, December 3, John E.
Johnson, 18, of Plainfield was arrested
and charged with receiving stolen prop-
erty and possession of a weapon follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop. According to
police, Johnson was stopped for failure to
display license plates.

Police said a further investigation re-
vealed that the vehicle had a stolen tem-
porary tag. Johnson was also found to be
in possession of a silver-bladed knife. He
was held on $1,500 bail.

Fanwood
Wednesday, November 29, a Midway

Avenue resident reported the theft of a
bike from her garage. The bike was val-
ued at $300.

Thursday, November 30, Edward
Lenkiewicz, 55, of Rahway was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop for ficti-
tious plates revealed outstanding war-
rants. Lenkiewicz was also charged with
displaying fictitious plates.

Thursday, November 30, a Terrill Road
resident reported the theft of a motor
vehicle that was parked in the rear of the
residence. The vehicle was valued at
$3,200.

Thursday, November 30, Adam
Niecikowski, 30, of Manville was ar-
rested following a motor vehicle stop,
which revealed outstanding warrants.

Thursday, November 30, a South Av-
enue business owner reported the theft of
a snow plow from the rear of the business.
Stolen along with the plow was a plow
pump and a light assembly kit. The value
of the plow is $3,500. There are no sus-
pects at this time.

Friday, December 2, Fredrick Knecht,
Jr., 64, of Scotch Plains was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop for out-
standing warrants.

Sunday, December 4, Anthony Reed,
36, of Fanwood was arrested and charged
with driving while intoxicated. Police
said Reed was found asleep in his parked
car on LaGrande Avenue at 12:50 a.m.
with the motor turned off, but with the
keys still in the ignition.

Monday, December 5, a juvenile was
arrested for possession of stolen plates
following a motor vehicle stop for un-
clear plates.

Mountainside
Thursday, December 1, Walter H.

Singleton, 49, of Newark was picked up
at the Essex County jail on outstanding
warrants in the amount of $495.

Thursday, December 1, Marlon D.
Peek, 29, of Plainfield was arrested fol-
lowing a random motor vehicle stop,
which revealed an active warrant from
Georgia. Peek was also charged with driv-
ing with a suspended license and driving
with an open container of alcohol. Geor-
gia refused extradition.

Friday, December 2, Giomar A.
Martinez, 26, of Elizabeth was arrested
on Route 22 following a motor vehicle
stop for a loud muffler. Martinez was also
arrested for driving with a suspended
license and possession of under 50 grams
of marijuana.

Sunday, December 4, Joseph K. Beford,
21, of Newark was arrested on Route 22
following a motor vehicle stop, which
revealed outstanding warrants. Beford was
also charged with possession of less than
50 grams of marijuana.

Sunday, December 4, Martyn R. Free-
man, 21, of Plainsboro was arrested fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop on Route 22,
which revealed outstanding warrants.

desired effect would be to return it to
its original architectural intent.

Joe Spector has been an instrumen-
tal part of the Downtown Westfield
Corporation’s (DWC) facade revital-
ization program, and Mr. Newell com-
mended the DWC’s efforts on that
front.

Amy Mankin and Andrew Levine,
owners of the building, which houses
Mademoiselle and apartments next
door to The Leader Store, attended
the meeting. Ms Mankin asked ques-
tions, including: Where will the con-
tractors park their trucks? What hap-
pens to the debris? What time will the
work (noise) begin? How is this go-

ing to impact her tenants? What hap-
pens if mysterious cracks begin to
occur along their adjoining walls?
How large will the scaffolding be?
Mr. Newell and Board Member Ken-
neth Marsh answered these concerns.

Gregory Talmont informed her that
only the first floor would have scaf-
folding for the facade work. Con-
struction would last nine months and
the neighbors would be impacted for
about six months.

The application was passed unani-
mously. Mr. Newell requested that
the neighbors be treated kindly should
there be concerns during the con-
struction phase.

their college with a degree in Liberal
Arts.

On the web site Wiredvisions.com,
among Mr. Mukherji’s numerous
business associations, he listed realtor
Paul Di Francesco as a “partner” in
Murkerji Holdings, LLC. Local at-
torney Andrew Baron is listed as
Murkerji Holding’s “general coun-
sel.” Former Westfield Mayor and
attorney Tom Jardim is listed as being
“general counsel” to Mukherji Prop-
erties, LLC.

In separate interviews with The
Leader, both Mr. DiFrancesco and
Mr. Baron denied having those exact
business relationships with Mr.
Mukherji. Mr. DiFrancesco stated, “I
am not and have never been a ‘part-
ner’ with Mr. Mukherji.”

Mr. Baron stated, “I am not general
counsel for Mukherji Holdings.” Nei-
ther Mr. DiFrancesco nor Mr. Baron
would comment further on their busi-
ness relationship with Mr. Mukherji.
Mr. Jardim could not be reached for
comment.

In legal documents obtained by The
Leader, a real estate transaction indi-
cated that Mr. Di Francesco was the
real estate agent of record who
handled the sale of a piece of property
for Mr. Mukherji and that Mr. Baron
was the attorney who handled a prop-
erty sale for him.

Attorney Michael Okechuku veri-
fied that he is the general counsel for
Wiredvisions Corporation operated
by Mr. Muhkerhi.

Rene Regencia, director of opera-
tions for Lucid Disposal Services,
LLC of Westfield, verified that Mr.
Mukherji was in fact a partner in his
company as “director of government
affairs,” acting as his liaison with
government regulatory boards.

“There is no doubt in my mind that I
will be cleared of the absurd and over-
reaching charges in last week’s indict-
ment. There is overwhelming evidence
in my favor,” Mr. Mukherji stated.

Amy Criscuolo, Esq. of
Mandelbaum & Salsburg, confirmed
that they are the law firm represent-
ing Mr. Mukherji in the above indict-
ments. However, Ms. Criscuolo said
that they had no comment on the
matter.

Mr. Mukherji said that being in
politics lends itself to making en-
emies, but that he will not allow his
enemies to stop him from pursuing a
successful career in politics.

simply the conduit to some comic
relief, which I feel is sometimes
needed when discussing serious mat-
ters.”

The councilman formally apolo-
gized, saying, “unfortunately, my at-
tempt apparently failed and if this of-
fended anyone, I apologize.” Council-
man Foerst further stated his belief in
democratic principles of free speech
and open government “and certainly
has no intention of curbing anyone’s
rights to speak at meetings.”

During public session, when
prompted by Cynthia Faulk of Dudley
Avenue, the mayor acknowledged that
during his sit-down meeting with the
chairs of both the DWC and the WACC,
“the parties agreed to drop the law-
suits.” The mayor encouraged the en-
tities to work together to “do what
they’re intended to do.” Responding to
Ms. Faulk’s accusation that the DWC’s
lawsuit was “merit-less,” First Ward
Councilman Sal Caruana said the is-
sue was “under-reported. The DWC
was concerned with the quality of the
product (gift card) and didn’t want to
be mistaken (for the WACC) in the
marketplace.” He said the DWC didn’t
“want to be associated” with a product
that reached consumers “with defects.”

“It’s foolish to think anyone owns
the ‘W,’ but it’s not a petty issue. It was
only painted as a petty dispute,” he
added.

Liaison to the DWC and Fourth
Ward Councilman Larry Goldman cat-
egorized anti-DWC sentiment as
“some individual attack against the
DWC unfairly.” Councilman Goldman
said the DWC is “one of the success
stories in town” and said Westfield
owes the “great shape of the down-
town” to the people who served and
volunteered for the DWC.

The councilman claimed it was “very
unfortunate that individuals who have
gripes with respect to certain things in
the history of the DWC have chosen to
use this incident as an opportunity to
strike out at some people who’ve given
a lot of time and done a lot of good for
the town.”

Tom Cuniff of Cranford Avenue said
that even so, the lawsuit “left a bad
taste in people’s mouths how they
(DWC) went about resolving the prob-
lem.”

In other business, Town Adminis-
trator Jim Gildea spoke about a resolu-
tion re-appointing Mr. Marsh as town
engineer. Mr. Marsh’s contract expired
last week, and because of the restruc-
turing of the Department of Public
Works (DPW) in the division of con-
struction and maintenance, the town is
looking to adapt the role of town engi-
neer to meet the new structure of the
position.

“We talked about his role being
changed,” Mr. Gildea said. “Ken is
very willing to work with the town as
it restructures the department. I think
it will be very positive for the town.”

The agreement with the town engi-
neer will be a statutory three-year ap-
pointment with “term agreements” on
role changes as they are necessary. All
duties and compensation will be nego-
tiable every year, according to Mr.
Gildea. Next week, the town will draft
an agreement.

“I feel the best parts of my talents
are not being utilized,” Mr. Marsh
said, referring to new demands on
planning, zoning and storm water
management initiatives. “I think I need
to focus my attention on those.” Mr.
Marsh has served in his capacity since
1993.

In addition to town engineer, the
town will also appoint its town clerk.
Claire Gray has served in an acting
capacity since the “tragedy of Bernie
Heeney” last New Year’s, Mr. Gildea
noted. By law, the acting capacity lasts

until the person completes a munici-
pal clerk’s course, which Ms. Gray has
passed. “I’m very happy to appoint
her,” Mr. Gildea said. Her statutory
three-year appointment will begin next
Tuesday.

The town council will approve four
demolitions and defer two others be-
cause of holdups with appeals or ap-
plications.

Third Ward Councilman and Chair-
man of the Public Safety, Transporta-
tion and Parking Committee, Mark
Ciarrocca, said his committee is estab-
lishing a timeline to move forward on
enacting changes to the eight hot-spot
traffic locations. He said one initiative
his committee investigated was im-
proving traffic flow at Jefferson School.
One plan already enacted called for
changing the drop-off zones and mak-
ing Landsdowne Avenue a one-way
street flowing from Summit Avenue to
Boulevard.

The committee will also proceed in
the same manner with McKinley and
Franklin schools. McKinley will be-
gin in January, Franklin in February.
Sinclair Place and Highland Avenue,
an uncontrolled intersection currently,
will be made a stop intersection.

Councilman Ciarrocca said new to-
kens, in a test phase, work in pay
stations and meters; additionally, the
change-sorting machines at the Town
Bank of Westfield sort the coins. All
marketing and possible discount for
buying in bulk will be submitted to the
finance committee for analysis. Smart
cards, which also work in pay stations
and meters, are ready also.

Councilman Ciarrocca also an-
nounced future plans for 2006. Lot 8
will have environmental work done
and merge with lot 1, while lot 7
(Lennox Avenue) will be reconfigured.
“We will capture back the last block of
Lennox between Central and North
(Avenues).”

Also, the north-side train station lot
(lot 2) will be redesigned. Councilman
Ciarrocca assured the council that
funds are available. “I think if we’re
creative enough, we’ll be able to cap-
ture a significant number of spaces.
We will then work with the county and
state because the ingress and egress of
the lot will be changed, with one street
flowing onto Elm (Street), not three.”

Next week’s meeting will feature
police department awards, the swear-
ing in of the town clerk and presenta-
tions to outgoing officials.

for Jefferson School and a roof repair
for Roosevelt Intermediate School.
“We can also expect a natural gas cost
increase of between 40 and 50 per-
cent, due to the results of the hurri-
cane in the Gulf,” Mr. Berman ex-
plained. There will also be a need to
hire five additional elementary school
teachers for the 2006-2007 school
year.

The board will be meeting with
80 involved parents on Thursday,
December 8, to discuss a 2006-2007
budget presentation, called “Under-
standing the Numbers.” Parents
from School Parent Teacher Coun-
cils, and Parent Teacher Organiza-
tions were invited to attend the
event. Both Superintendent of
Schools Dr. William Foley and board
members anticipate useful feedback
from the attendees. A similar pre-
sentation will be opened to the
greater public in mid-January  and
aired on Channel 36.

The board will be contacting the
Union County Board of Elections to
see if polls can be opened from 6 a.m.
to 9 p.m. for the Westfield school
election on Tuesday, April 18, to fa-
cilitate citizen participation in the
budget voting process.

A Parent Teacher Council Budget
Task Force Committee has also been
formed, to help raise awareness about
the importance of the school budget.
Voters defeated the school budget
last year.

In other matters, the board approved
the installation of a ramp and plat-
form at Kehler Stadium, and poles
and netting for the baseball field at
Edison Intermediate School baseball

field.
The board’s policy committee pre-

sented the board with a revised 2006-
2007 academic calendar, with changes
made to the previously-scheduled
Thursday, March 2 in-service day to
Monday, February 20, to prevent in-
terference with testing schedules that
will take place in March.

The board congratulated two
Roosevelt sixth graders, Samantha Furst
and Jessica Sipe, for being selected to
the All-Eastern Elementary Honors
Choir. They will perform at Carnegie
Hall on Saturday, February 18.

In addition, the Westfield High
School (WHS) Marching Band placed
fourth out of 20 bands in the United
States Scholastic Band Association
All-State Championships.

Financial Aid Night and Junior
Parents Night, both hosted by the
Westfield High School Guidance
Department, and the Harlem Wizards
game recently held at Edison Inter-
mediate School, are featured pro-
grams for the month of December on
Channel 36.

The WHS School Fall Drama,
“Ghetto” will be held Thursday, De-
cember 15 at 3:30 p.m., and Friday
and Saturday at 8 p.m. The WHS
Holiday Choral Concert is scheduled
for Wednesday, December 21 at 7:30
p.m., and the Instrumental Concert
has been rescheduled to Thursday,
December 22 at 7:30 p.m.

Holiday concerts scheduled for
other schools will be performed on
the original scheduled dates posted
in the school calendar and also on
the Westfield Public Schools
website.
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Leuthold to Challenge
Fourth Ward Election

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Leader
has learned that Republican Eric
Leuthold will contest the certification
of Democrat Tom Bigosinski as the
winner by one vote for an open fourth
ward seat on the town council. At press
time, the candidate had not filed, but
intended to file shortly. The contest
must occur by today’s deadline.

“Eric has confirmed that there were
certain residential discrepancies of
more than a handful of voters. He has
determined, because of the impropri-
ety, it is appropriate to ensure the
integrity of the election process, and
he would be filing the necessary pa-
perwork prior to the deadline to allow
a judge to determine the residency
qualifications of voters in question
and the integrity of the election pro-
cess,” said Mr. Leuthold’s campaign.

On Monday, November 28 county
elections officials re-certified Mr.
Bigosinski the winner by one vote
over Eric Leuthold - 1,469 to 1,468 in
the race. County Clerk Joanne Rajoppi
conducted the recount at the voting
machine warehouse in Scotch Plains.
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Westfield Council

Tom Bigosinski on the
Ward 4 Vote Challenge

“It’s unfortunate that the Westfield
Republicans are filing a lawsuit to
overturn the will of the fourth ward
voters. It sends a twisted message: if
you lose fair and square, don’t ac-
cept defeat graciously or try harder
next time, but, rather, file a lawsuit
whether or not a legitimate basis
exists.

“The Republican’s lawsuit has
nothing to do with the ‘integrity’ of
the process. Plain and simple, it’s
about winning, and wanting to win at
all costs regardless of the conse-
quences. If the situation were re-
versed, I would not for one moment
consider burdening this town, the
voters, or my opponent with a law-
suit.”
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Indicted Developer Removed

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader
The trolley that will shuttle downtown Westfield shoppers (pictured here in 2004)
is ready to run through the holiday season.


