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Westfield Caricaturist Minichino
Flatters Faces, Illustrates Modesty
By MICHELLE H. Le POIDEVIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – On November 21,
before running off to Qdoba in
Westfield to sketch caricatures of
some of the restaurant’s patrons, long-
time Westfield resident Gina
Minichino spoke with The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times about her love of
cartooning, painting, a children’s book
she has in the works and a legend who
shaped her life creatively – Charles
M. Schulz.

“His death was very heavy for me.
He was somebody I dreamt of meet-
ing my whole life,” she said, adding
that when she was in elementary
school she wrote to the famous car-
toonist and received a special picture
of the Peanuts gang.

Identifying the most with Schulz’s
lovable blanket-toting Peanuts char-
acter Linus, Ms. Minichino, a mem-
ber of The Charles M. Schulz Mu-
seum in California, said, “I grew up
loving cartoons, especially Peanuts. I
drew my brothers and copied cartoon

strips.”
Now, the product of Westfield pub-

lic schools has become famous for
quite a few creative ventures, most
especially her flair for caricatures,
which she accomplishes as “a combi-
nations of the person’s specific fea-
tures, except more flattering. I al-
ways try to be flattering. I don’t exag-
gerate features.”

While attending Westfield High
School (WHS), Ms. Minichino was
selected to attend a special summer
session in 1985 at the Philadelphia
College of Art (now the University of
the Arts) in Philadelphia. After gradu-
ating WHS, she received a Bachelor
of Fine Arts in Cartooning from the
School of Visual Arts (SVA) in Man-
hattan.

After graduating from the SVA,
she became interested in painting and
took a course through the school’s
continuing education program.

“My instructor (John Parks) was
extremely encouraging and told me
to go around to galleries in New York
to show my work. I though I should
start out small, but he said to start out
big,” she told The Leader/Times.

The Allan Stone Gallery on East
90th Street in New York, which also
represents Mr. Parks, rejected Ms.
Minichino at first, but it had a change
of heart and currently represents the
young artist.

Additionally, Ms. Minichino re-
cently had her first piece featured in
The Staten Island Museum’s (also
known as the Staten Island Institute
of Arts & Sciences) “About Faces:
Portraits of Past and Present” exhibi-
tion. The artist’s talent was recog-
nized by the museum’s curator, who
had purchased one of her paintings
from The Allan Stone Gallery.

While she enjoys figure and por-
trait painting the most – she prefers to
work with oils instead of acrylics –
Ms. Minichino admitted, “caricatures
came first. After the School of Visual
Arts I got my first caricaturist job. It
was a big party and I wasn’t comfort-
able at first.”

She laughed when asked about how
folks react to the finished drawings
after posing for them and trusting Ms.
Minichino’s careful eye and flatter-
ing technique.

“People watch me and then they

react. Older people don’t like to see
themselves sometimes, but I always
try to be flattering,” she said.

Usually, Ms. Minichino will not
pen caricatures at festivals or fairs,
but she has been spotted sketching
faces at private parties and during the
Sidewalk Sale Days in July in down-
town Westfield.

Currently, the artist, who tends to
enjoy painting still life, has chosen
marshmallows and Jiffy Pop as her
subject matter because they are
“something nostalgic.”

“I like painting little forms with
different textures and shades – or-
ganic stuff like that,” she said. “Every
now and then I’ll do a landscape like
Mindowaskin Park.

If she had to be pinned down to just
one medium, however, Ms. Minichino
would choose painting because “I
feel like it’s something I can get ab-
sorbed in more.” But, there’s no pin-
ning down this artist’s talent.

This 30-something dynamo has also
been trying to get an enchanting
children’s book, “Agnus and Dante’s
Spooky Halloween,” published. The
charming tale about two rats who go
trick-or-treating enabled Ms.
Minichino to marry her cartooning
talent while realistically painting the
sweet characters and bringing them
to life.

Take a sneak peek at some of the
book’s illustrations at http://
ginaminichino.fateback.com. The
website also features samples of the
artist’s serene and muted landscapes
like “Shed on a Hill” and
“Mindowaskin in Spring,” as well as
evocative figurative paintings like
“Reclined Figure.” Caricatures of the
cast of Jaws, “The Osbournes,” “X-
Files” and even Conan O’Brien are
spotlighted.

While she doesn’t know if devel-
oping her own cartoon strip is really
in the cards for her, Ms. Minichino’s
website shows she would certainly be
up to the task. “An Outing Deep in Da
Harta New Jersey” is poignant and
playful, echoing her love for Peanuts
(her cartoon strip character receives a
phone call on her Snoopy telephone)
and reflects her deep love for art.

To reach Ms. Minichino, call (908) 232-
8201,  e-mail gminichino@juno.com or
visit  http://ginaminichino.fateback.com.

SP’s Briamonte Stars
In A Christmas Carol
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Chatham

Community Players (CCP) will kick
off its 17th anniversary production of
Philip Wm. McKinley’s musical ad-
aptation of Charles Dickens’ A Christ-
mas Carol on Friday, December 2.

Scotch Plains’ Frank Briamonte (Fred/
Young Man Scrooge) will return to
“Carol” for the third time. His credits
include Moon Over Buffalo in Summit,
Lost In Yonkers with the Alliance Reper-
tory Theater in Bloomfield and Desper-
ate Hours with CCP. Also a playwright,
Frank’s one-acts have been featured re-
cently at Chatham’s Jersey Voices festi-
val and at the Barn Theatre in Montville.

Glee Club Concert
Set For December 4

WESTFIELD – At the Glee Club’s
Sunday afternoon concert, at 4 p.m.
on December 4 at St. Paul’s Episco-
pal Church in Westfield, the special
artist section will be performed by
Doris La Mar and Charles Banks.

All are invited to the concert, and
tickets are available from Glee Club
members and at the door for a dona-
tion of $15 for adults and $12 for
students and seniors.

For information, call Dale Juntilla
at (908) 232-0673.

WF’s George Smith Pens
Second Children’s Book

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Three years ago,
former Westfield resident George
Smith wrote and self-published a
children’s book as a gift to his grand-
daughter. The result was “The Jour-
ney of the Little Red Boat: A Story
from the Coast of Maine.”

Recently, Mr. Smith released his
second book, “Spike…The Amazing
Chicken: A Story from Out West.”
Like “The Journey of the Little Red
Boat,” “Spike…The Amazing
Chicken” is based on real events that
happened to his family.

“Spike…The Amazing Chicken”
takes place out West on Mr. Smith’s
cousin’s ranchette. The reader learns
very quickly that Spike is no ordinary
chicken. She wanders into the family’s
home, eats human food, watches tele-
vision and talks to a teddy bear.

Mr. Smith chronicles all of these
activities in a talk-show format. In
Chapter One, he is the host of “The
Cowboy George Show” and Spike is
the guest.

“Spike…The Amazing Chicken”
is written for young readers who are
in the third through fifth grades. The
book was extensively tested prior to
publication by principals, teachers,
students and media specialists of
schools located in Arizona, New Jer-
sey and New York.

In addition, Mr. Smith also pro-
vides helpful information concern-
ing the book’s use of nonfiction, real-
istic fiction and fantasy in the book.

A retired project manager, Mr.
Smith moved to Westfield from Scotch
Plains when he was five years old. He
continued to live in Westfield while
attending Rutgers University gradu-
ate and undergraduate school and left
only in 1963, when he joined the
United States Army.

Currently, the author lives in an
active adult community in Lakewood.
Although Mr. Smith took a different
career path, his high-school English
teacher, Miss Dietrich, stimulated the
author’s original interest in reading
and writing short stories.

Writing “The Journey of the Little
Red Boat” rekindled Mr. Smith’s in-
terest in writing.

“Recalling my enjoyment of writ-
ing from my high school days, I de-
cided to self-publish the story,” he
explained.

Mr. Smith followed the same course
with “Spike…”

“Supervising the production of the
book and marketing the story has
been very rewarding, so much so that
this has become my second career,”
he added.

Children will enjoy reading about
the unusual main character in
“Spike…The Amazing Chicken.” The

full-color photographs include not
only Spike and Mr. Smith, but also
the family that owns Spike.

The way Mr. Smith has woven the
non-fictional, fictional, and fantasy
elements of the story together will
entice even the most reluctant reader.
Elementary school teachers will find
many opportunities to integrate the
messages in “Spike…The Amazing
Chicken” into science and social stud-
ies lesson plans.

Mr. Smith will be signing copies of
“Spike…The Amazing Chicken: A
Story from Out West” on Saturday,
December 3, from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. at
The Town Book Store in Westfield.

For more information about Mr. Smith,
log onto georgesmithpublishing.com.
For more information about Mr. Smith’s
appearance at The Town Book Store,
call The Town Book Store at (908) 233-
3535.

By CAROL F. DAVIS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Union County College’s Theater
Project will present It’s a Wonderful
Life: The Radio Play, on Sunday,
December 4, at 3 p.m. The suggested
donation is $10, and kids get in free
for this recreation of the Lux Radio
Theater circa 1947. The snow date is
Sunday, December 11. The Theater is
on the Cranford campus, 1033 Spring-
field Avenue. For reservations call
(908) 659-5189, or log onto:
www.TheTheaterProject.com.

* * * * * * *
The Somerset Art Association in

Bedminster is sponsoring Small Trea-
sures Art Exhibit and Silent Auc-
tion, through Sunday, December 4,
when there will be a free gala recep-
tion and final bidding from 2 – 4 p.m.
The exhibit is at the Johnson Gallery,
2020 Burnt Mills Road. Information
is available online at
www.somersetart.org, or call (908)
234-2345. Take home something
small for the holidays.

* * * * * * *
The Reeves-Reed Holiday House

Tour will take place on Thursday,
December 8, from 10 a.m. until 3
p.m. Seven “architectural jewels” in
Summit and Short Hills will open
their doors to the public. Tickets are
$40 for the general public, and there
is a luncheon available at Beacon Hill
Club for an additional cost. For infor-
mation call (908) 273-8787.

Enjoy the brisk outdoors and con-
tribute to your community at the
Trailside Nature & Science Center’s
Trail Maintenance Day on Saturday,
December 3. From 9:30 a.m. until 12
Noon, help maintain and repair hik-
ing trails. Bring your own lunch. Pre-
registration is required. Call (908)
789-3670.

* * * * * * *
Classical guitarist Phillip Lester

will perform your favorite holiday
classics at the Westfield Memorial
Library tonight, Thursday, Decem-
ber 1, at 7 p.m. The program will
combine his live performance with
comments about the composers and
historical background of popular
tunes. Call the library at: (908) 789-
4090.

Get Outta’
The House

Words and Music by 
Charles Strouse

 Produced by arrangement with 

DRAMATIC PUBLISHING COMPANY
Woodstock, Illinois

Reserve Now      908.276.7611

WF Photography Book
Presents Holiday Gift
WESTFIELD – A hardcover cof-

fee-table edition of “Westfield, A Cel-
ebration of Community,” is being of-
fered for sale and exclusive distribu-
tion through The Education Fund of
Westfield, Inc.

This book features the photogra-
phy of photographic artist Walter
Choroszewski, who produced numer-
ous books and calendars on the state
of New Jersey for over 20 years.

“Westfield, A Celebration of Com-
munity” features his journalistic vi-
sion, capturing the beauty and charm
of the Westfield community. This
edition is filled with over 100 color
photographs of Westfield today and
supplemental photographs from the
Westfield Historical Society. Mr.
Choroszewski will be a featured guest
author at The Town Book Store in
Westfield on Saturday, December 17
from 10 a.m. to noon.

The proceeds from the sale will
enable The Education Fund of
Westfield to continue providing re-
sources to enhance programs for stu-
dents of the Westfield Public Schools.

“Westfield, A Celebration Of Com-
munity” is available for $25 through
The Education Fund of Westfield and
can be shipped for additional cost.
Copies are also available for sale at
The Town Book Store.

For book orders and additional in-
formation, contact The Education
Fund of Westfield at
edfundwestfield@comcast.net or call
(908) 317-9813.

Young Philharmonic
To Present Concert

WESTFIELD – The Young Play-
ers Philharmonic, now in its fifth
season, will present a concert at First
United Methodist Church, 1 East
Broad Street in Westfield on Sun-
day, December 11, at 5 p.m. The
program will consist of Schubert’s
Symphony no. 8 The Unfinished, The
Carmen Suites by Bizet, and the
Overture to Orpheus in the Under-
world by Offenbach.

For this program the YPP will be
joined by the Chinese American
Music Ensemble, which will present
a selection of holiday music. A “meet
the artists” reception will follow the
concert.

The YPP, under the direction of Ira
Kraemer of Scotch Plains, is an ad-
vanced youth orchestra numbering
approximately 70 players from Union,
Somerset, Middlesex, Mercer and
Monmouth Counties. Information
about the Young Players Philharmonic
is posted to its web site
ypphilharmonic.org.

                              

                       COME and SING  
                                          

                           OR JUST LISTEN TO 

 

  The Choral Art Society 

            of  New Jersey   
                                                             

              MESSIAH 
       COMMUNITY SING 

              8:00 Friday, December 9th, 2005 

AT

     Saint Helen’s Catholic Church  
             1600 Rahway Avenue 
                    Westfield, NJ  

                               Tickets $10.00 at the door 

        For more information call (908) 518-0152. 

www.goleader.com

Michael Pollack for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MOCHACHINOS WITH MINICHINO...Caricaturist, painter and illustrator Gina
Minichino discusses her career, the death of the legendary Charles Schultz (one of her
influences) and future creative plans with Leader/Times reporter Michelle LePoidevin
at Starbucks. To the left is Ms. Minichino’s caricature of “Everybody Loves Raymond.”


