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After 113 Years in Business

WE’RE
CLOSING

OUR DOORS
THURSDAY,

DECEMBER 15TH

Mackie Furniture
320 Somerset Street, North Plainfield

908-756-3274

All Merchandise Must Go!
Savings Up To 75% Off

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday
Friday & Saturday

NO OFFERS REFUSED!

11:00am to 5:00pm

List

Price

Harden, Statton, Nichols & Stone,
Moosehead,  Lexington, Stanley

 and Many More

Sunday: 1:00pm to 4:00pm

Garwood Announces Dates
For Several Holiday Events
GARWOOD – The Celebrations

Committee of Garwood has an-
nounced that the Holiday Borough
Tree Lighting will take place on Sat-
urday, December 3, at 4 p.m. in front
of Borough Hall, 403 South Avenue
in Garwood.

There will be refreshments, enter-
tainment, a visit from Santa Claus
and holiday keepsakes for all. At-
tendees are invited to bring their cam-
eras. The rain date is the following
Sunday, December 10, at 4 p.m.

Additionally, a holiday decorating
contest is being held. Participants are
invited to decorate the exterior of
their home or businesses festively.
All borough homes and businesses
are eligible. Judging will take place
on Saturday, December 17, from 7 to
10 p.m. Judges will be from neigh-
boring towns.

Four awards will be given. Three
homes or businesses will be chosen as
“Most beautifully decorated house and
grounds,” and one will receive “The
Chevy Chase Award” for the most holi-
day lights to fit on one property. Win-
ners will subsequently be notified.

This year, luminary kits will be on
sale at the Little League field house

at the east end of Myrtle Avenue in
Garwood during the weekends of
December 10 and 11 and 17 and 18.
The hours will be noon to 4 p.m. and
the cost will be $5 per dozen. The
luminary lighting will take place
Christmas Eve on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 24.

Willow Grove Church
Plans Workshop on Trinity

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Willow
Grove Presbyterian Church, located
at 1961 Raritan Road in Scotch Plains,
will present a workshop called “The
Trinity: Is it Unbiblical, Unbeliev-
able and Irrelevant?”

Participants will study the trinity,
its complexity, its relevance and its
biblical truths and will explore how
the Christian faith came to adopt a
Trinitarian concept of God and how it
permeates through much of the New
Testament.

They also will discuss their own
experiences of God as Father, Son and
Spirit and how they would discuss
their experiences and beliefs with those
who feel the trinity is irrelevant.

Individuals may attend the work-

shop on Wednesday, December 7, from
7:30 to 9 p.m. or Thursday, December
8, from 9:30 to 11 a.m. Each workshop
will be preceded by a half hour of
refreshments and fellowship.

The Reverend Diane Curtis, interim
pastor of Willow Grove Church, will
lead this study/discussion based on a
chapter in the book “Searching Is-
sues” by Nicky Gumbel.

Babysitting will be available in the
Children’s Ark if requested in ad-
vance. Individuals are asked to let the
church know if they will need
childcare and the ages of the children
so appropriate activities can be
planned. Youngsters also may attend
the “Tales in the Grove” storytime
program at 7 p.m. on December 7.

Anyone interested in attending the
workshop is asked to call the church
office during morning hours, Mon-
day through Friday, at (908) 232-
5678, e-mail wilgrv@netzero.com or
visit www.scotchplains.com/wgpc.

Gina Levy for The Westfield Leader
THIRTY YEARS OF HISTORY…Betsy Chance, executive director of the
Westfield Foundation for seven years, takes a break inside the Westfield office
where she runs the foundation. Behind her is a board of memorabilia that
illustratrates 30 years of the foundation’s accomplishments.

Westfield Foundation
Celebrates 30 Years

By GINA LEVINE-LEVY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — For 30 years, the
Westfield Foundation has been giv-
ing a financial boost to charity groups
that serve the Westfield community.

“Probably every non-profit organi-
zation in Westfield at one time or
another has received grants from us,”
said the foundation’s executive direc-
tor of seven years, Betsy Chance.

The community foundation is “an
independent, non-profit corporation”
which exists “to provide an endow-
ment for the community,” according
to Mrs. Chance. She explained that the
foundation raises money, invests the
money and only spends the income so
the principal continues to grow.

The foundation, which began in
1975 with $2,000 donated by a group
of local citizens, has grown to $8.9
million in funds, according to Mrs.
Chance. She said a big boost for the
foundation came in 1981 from the
Westfield-Wallace Fund, a family
foundation that donated $485,000.

That single donation is now worth
$1 million and is responsible for
$35,000 in annual scholarship money
provided to the Westfield Rotary Club
for distribution.

According to Mrs. Chance, the foun-
dation has 91 individual funds. She said
17 of those funds, totaling $3.4 million,
are “unrestricted.” They are “monies
that were given to us by individuals to
be used specifically for grants back to
the community,” she said.

Mrs. Chance added that the foun-
dation also has 55 “temporarily re-
stricted” funds, which have a “spe-
cific purpose” such as scholarships.
The foundation donates the scholar-
ship money to organizations but does
not choose the recipients.

The foundation also has 19 “man-
aged” funds, said Mrs. Chance. These
funds belong to other non-profit groups
but are managed by the foundation as
a service. She noted, “the main thing
we do though is the grant program.”

The foundation has granted about
$3.5 million in its 30 years, said
Mrs. Chance. She added that this
year alone, the foundation has
granted about $225,000 to area pro-
grams and projects, some of which
include the Westfield Historical So-
ciety, the Interfaith Council for the
Homeless and the Westfield Com-
munity Players.

Mrs. Chance explained that the
foundation’s grants go to non-profit
organizations. “But we do run ‘a’ to
‘z’ in terms of the type of things we’ll
fund. We fund arts, education, civic,
health, social service, human services,
anything like that.” She added,
“What’s nice about the foundation is
that we do have that flexibility that

we can be giving bricks and mortar
money to the community theater
which needs a new roof, and then at
the same time we’re giving money to
the Westfield Symphony to run an
educational program in the schools.”

In order to receive a grant, the pro-
gram or project must “benefit the
community in some way,” according
to Mrs. Chance. She said the founda-
tion does give grants to organizations
outside of Westfield if they have a
“Westfield audience” or relevance.

There are four “grant cycles” every
year, Mrs. Chance said, adding that
the average grant is about $3,000.

The grants are usually for “some-
thing outside of the normal budget,”
such as start-up money for new pro-
grams or computer upgrades, Mrs.
Chance explained. “We don’t want
organizations to start relying on us for
operating funds because then we can’t
address anything new that comes up.”

Ruth Smith, executive director of
the Westfield Senior Citizen Housing
Corporation, says the foundation has
been a tremendous support.

“They respond when we ask,” she said,
adding that the foundation funds a “Learn-
ing is Forever” (LIFE) program through
Union County College that provides free
college courses for their seniors.

“You could hear a pin drop in those
classes,” said Mrs. Smith, adding that
“it is a very stimulating, excellent
program.” She continued to say the
foundation “recognizes the impor-
tance of our program.”

Mrs. Chance said the grants are
voted on by the 15-member Board of
Trustees, all of whom are volunteers
from the community. “We try to rep-
resent the entire community with the
board,” she said.

Mrs. Chance added that a six-mem-
ber committee, comprised of current
and past trustees, oversees the
foundation’s investments.

“We don’t do a lot of public
fundraising,” said Mrs. Chance.
“We’re more successful just trying to
raise awareness that people can make
a gift to us that is tax-deductible …and
it can really make a difference.”

She added, however, that the biggest
donations have come from bequests. She
noted the largest single bequest was more
than $1 million in 1998 from the estate of
the late Charles W. Anderson, who was a
Westfield resident. “All of a sudden one
day I got a letter saying ‘surprise,’ you
have some money coming.”

Mrs. Chance, a Westfield resident
herself for 30 years, said the founda-
tion has no gala planned for its De-
cember 4 anniversary. Instead, it will
continue to do what it does best.
“There’s nothing like giving away
money,” she smiled. “It’s really a
wonderful organization.”

Fanwood Presbyterian
Slates Organ Recital
FANWOOD – In the preparatory

spirit of Advent, the Fanwood Pres-
byterian Church will present a holi-
day organ recital in the church sanc-
tuary on Wednesday, December 7, at
7 p.m.

Robert Gangewere, organist and
Minister of Music, will play both
spiritual and secular Christmas mu-
sic. He has been directing the music
program at the church for 18 years.

Special desserts, teas, flavored
coffees and cider will be served in the
dining room following the recital. A
freewill offering will be received.

The Fanwood Presbyterian Church
is located at the corner of Martine and
LaGrande Avenues and is wheelchair
accessible.

Holiday Boutique
To Benefit Redeemer
WESTFIELD – A vintage holiday

boutique, hosted by the Pascal fam-
ily, will take place at 633 Westfield
Avenue in Westfield tomorrow and
Saturday, December 2 and 3. All pro-
ceeds will benefit the Redeemer
Lutheran School of Westfield.

Heirloom quality decorations,
candles, garden accents, table-top
items and other merchandise will be
featured. The Victorian home will be
decorated with all the holiday trim-
mings and tours will be available.

The hours will be 6 to 9 p.m. tomor-
row and 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. Saturday.
Cookies and hot apple cider will be
served, and the festivities also will
include dancing deer. For more infor-
mation, please call (908) 518-9199.

Being surrounded by people who care doesn’t have to

end with the holidays. 

For more than 20 years, Sunrise Senior Living

has provided a variety of living arrangements,

personalized assistance and care from people who

recognize that each senior is unique. 

Our resident-centered approach puts seniors first,

presenting them with options to match their

individual needs and wishes. By offering amenities

and services, delicious meals, stimulating activities

and scheduled group outings, we work every day

to improve your senior loved one’s quality of life. 

Mountainside Brighton Gardens of Mountainside 908-654-4460 1350 Route 22 West AL, ALZ
Westfield Sunrise of Westfield 908-317-3030 240 Springfield Avenue AL, ALZ

AL=Assisted Living   ALZ=Alzheimer’s Care

For more information and a FREE online newsletter, visit www.sunriseseniorliving.com

Join Us for a Craft Fair!
Brighton Gardens of Mountainside

Saturday, December 3 from 10am-4pm

Every day can’t be a holiday.
But they can all be special.

Historical Society Set
To Welcome Author

COUNTY – The Union County
Historical Society will meet on Sun-
day, December 4, at 2:30 p.m. at the
Third Westminster Presbyterian
Church on North Avenue in Eliza-
beth. (Board will meet at 2 p.m.)

H.V. Pat Reilly, Executive Director
of the Aviation Hall of Fame Museum
at Teterboro Airport, will be the guest
speaker. He is the author of “From the
Balloon to the Moon,” a history of
aviation in New Jersey and the people
who made it happen. Copies of his
book will be available for purchase.

VINTAGE CHRISTMAS sale

Bring family & friends for this Holiday
Boutique filled with heirloom quality
decorations, candles, garden accents,

table top items & more!

Friday, December 2nd:
6pm - 9pm

Saturday, December 3rd:
10am - 9pm

633 Westfield Avenue, Westfield

For more information, call:

908-518-9199
Benefiting the Redeemer Lutheran Church & School


