
Page 4  Thursday, December 1, 2005 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

MAMAMAMAMAYYYYYOR OR OR OR OR reMARKSMARKSMARKSMARKSMARKS

By Mayor Martin Marks, Scotch Plains

Letters to the Editor

ABCDICTIONOPQRSTDECEPTIONUVWXYZ

TM

DDDD
Diction Deception

Fred K. Lecomte
MARKETING  DIRECTOR

Michael L. Bartiromo
 MARKETING PRODUCTION

Robert P. Connelly
OPERATIONS & LEGALS

Ben Corbin
SERVICES

The Westfield Leader

Member of:
 New Jersey Press Association

National Newspaper Association
Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce

Periodicals – Postage Paid at Westfield, New Jersey

The Official Newspaper of the Town of Westfield
Legal Newspaper for Union County, New Jersey

Official Newspaper of the Borough of Fanwood
and the Township of Scotch Plains

POSTMASTER:  Send address changes to the offices of the newspapers at
         P. O. Box 250, Westfield, New Jersey 07091

P.O. Box 250 • 251 North Avenue, West
Westfield, N.J. 07091

P. O. Box 368
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076

Horace R. Corbin
PUBLISHER

David B. Corbin
ASSISTANT PUBLISHER & SPORTS

Karen M. Hinds
OFFICE MANAGER

Published every Thursday by Watchung Communications, Inc.

Tele: (908) 232-4407 • E-mail: editor@goleader.com • Web: www.goleader.com • Fax: (908) 232-0473

One-year – $28 • Two-year – $52 • Three-year – $76 • One-year college (September to May) – $20
SUBSCRIPTION PRICE

— Established 1890 —

Scotch Plains – Fanwood

Member of:
New Jersey Press Association • National Newspaper Association

Scotch Plains Business & Professional Association
Fanwood Business & Professional Association

Periodicals – Postage Paid at Scotch Plains, New Jersey

Paul Peyton
ASSIGNMENT EDITOR

Suzette F. Stalker
COMMUNITY

Michael Pollack
EDUCATION & ARTS

TIMES
The

— Established 1959—

Letters to
the Editor

GAO Report On Electronic Voting
Causes Westfielder’s Concern

Caring and Sharing Are
Alive, Well in Westfield!

Thanksgiving morning, while most of
us slept and many others were clad in
their PJ’s getting their turkeys in the oven,
the owners of Vicky’s diner, Helen and
Peter, and many dedicated volunteers were
busy preparing Thanksgiving dinners.
They, and a regular crew of helpers, make
dinner and deliveries to many less-fortu-
nate individuals.

This year, they gave out more than 190
complete dinners, providing everything
from soup to desert. I was lucky enough to
play a very small role, but this gave me the
opportunity to see a group of 30 very
happy seniors as they started in on their
soup course.

What a great thing Helen and Peter do
each year!

Yes, caring and sharing is very much
alive and well in downtown Westfield.

Sandy Powell
Scotch Plains

County Clerk Thanks
Voters for Support

I’d like to thank the residents of Union
County for their support and overwhelm-
ing vote, which re-elected me to the
position of Union County Clerk on No-
vember 8.

During my 30-year career in public
service, my commitment has been to pro-
vide outstanding service to the residents
of our county. Aided by a dedicated pro-
fessional staff, I renew my pledge to you
for cost-effective, excellent programs and
services by the Union County Clerk’s
Office during my next five-year term as
your County Clerk.

Thank you again for your support and
encouragement.

Joanne Rajoppi
Union County Clerk

Elizabeth

A few years back at a municipal budget
public hearing, the Scotch Plains Town-
ship Council had a memorable exchange
with a resident rather frustrated with the
rise of property taxes in Scotch Plains and
across the state.

She advised the township council that
until state government finally mustered
the will to change the system that causes
us to rely so heavily on this most unfair of
taxes to pay for municipal and county
services and public education in particu-
lar, we should be striving to find creative
sources of revenue for Scotch Plains which
could offset the need for large property-
tax hikes.

This advice resonated with my col-
leagues and me, and soon thereafter we
consummated a deal that would include
cell-phone carrier antennae to a much
needed new emergency services radio
communication tower being erected at
the south side fire station. This will gen-
erate approximately $100,000 per year
for the taxpayers of Scotch Plains.

Recently, an innovative land-use pro-
posal was publicized that should bring in
close to $50 million over the next 30 years
and will not burden our school district
with additional students. This project,
known as Heather Glen, is already under
construction and because of a special
agreement made with the developer, the
taxpayers of Scotch Plains will realize
substantial revenue that without the agree-
ment would never have happened.

First, a little history of this project is
warranted. In 1997 the township council,
with the advice of the planning board,
designated an 11-acre parcel of land in the
northeast corner of Scotch Plains an area
in need of redevelopment.

This land was known as the Broadway
property for its proximity to the small
road branching off of Jerusalem Road,
and its multiple lots were partially owned
by the township and partially owned by a
private group. For years this land was
used as an illegal dumping ground as well
as a site for municipal leaf storage. It
could best be described as blighted with
significant environmental concerns.

A determination was made that be-
cause of the land’s topography and envi-
ronmental concerns that it would not be a
suitable location for a public purpose
such as ball fields. Because the township
had deemed the property a redevelop-
ment area, we were then able to exercise
control over what type of development
would happen there.

Heather Glen Was One of

Best Land-Use Decisions

This was key as the township council
entertained proposals such as a large as-
sisted living facility and several plans for
multiple-family housing complexes. With
the potential for burdening our school
system with additional students weighing
heavily on our minds, we demanded that
the development be a single family age-
restricted community of approximately
54 homes that would not burden our
schools. Because we had deemed the prop-
erty an area in need of redevelopment and
ultimately exercised control of the devel-
opment of a project that would require
millions of dollars of environmental
cleanup and infrastructure placement, we
needed to provide an incentive to the
developer in order to have our vision for
the property accomplished.

The redevelopment statute allows us to
implement a Payment in Lieu of Taxes
(PILOT) program, which is in essence a
property-tax abatement. Heather Glen
properties will pay an estimated $13,000-
per-year bill in year one of a 30-year
agreement, where they would otherwise
have paid approximately $14,000. There-
after, the PILOT will increase annually
by the same percentage as property taxes.
Additionally, the PILOT statute indicates
that most of the revenue will remain with
the municipality as opposed to being ap-
portioned predominately to the board of
education and Union County.

There are those that might take the
narrow view that it is unfair that any
property owner receive an abatement or
that the board of education not receive its
typical 64 percent of the property-tax bill.
This view is understandable, yet when we
look at the bigger picture, we need to
understand that had it not been for the
actions of the township council, the fu-
ture Heather Glen neighborhood might
have had 300-plus town homes with its
associated school-age children or it might
have remained an undeveloped, blighted
and environmentally challenged dump-
ing ground.

Instead, we will soon have a beautiful
age-restricted community that will com-
pliment the surrounding neighborhoods
and that should also generate $50 million
in revenue over the next 30 years. Of
course it is easy to surmise where this $50
million would otherwise come from if not
for the Heather Glen development. When
I look at the aforementioned bigger pic-
ture I believe this has been one of the best
land-use decisions made during my ten-
ure in municipal government.

Editor’s Note: The following letter was
sent to Westfield Mayor Andrew Skibitsky
and members of the town council.

* * * * *
This is intended to bring to the town’s

attention that the General Accounting
Office (GAO) — the government’s own
investigative agency known for its gen-
eral incorruptibility and its thorough, in-
depth analyses — has recently issued an
alarming report, finding that “some of the
concerns about electronic voting machines
have been realized and have caused prob-
lems with recent elections, resulting in
the loss and miscount of votes.”

According to CNN, the U.S. House
Judiciary Committee received “more than
57,000 complaints” following the No-
vember 2004 election.

The United States is the only major
democracy that allows private partisan
corporations to secretly count and tabu-
late the votes with proprietary non-trans-
parent software.

Among other things, the GAO con-
firms that: 1. Some electronic voting
machines “did not encrypt cast ballots or
system audit logs, and it was possible to
alter both without being detected.” In
other words, the GAO now confirms that
electronic voting machines provided an
open door to flip an entire vote count.
More than 800,000 votes were cast in
Ohio on electronic voting machines.

2. “It was possible to alter the files that
define how a ballot looks and works so
that the votes for one candidate could be
recorded for a different candidate.” Nu-
merous sworn statements and affidavits
assert that this did happen in Ohio 2004.

3. “Vendors installed uncertified ver-

sions of voting system software at the
local level.” Falsifying election results
without leaving any evidence of such an
action by using altered memory cards can
easily be done, according to the GAO.

4. The GAO also confirms that access
to the voting network was easily compro-
mised because not all digital recording
electronic voting systems (DREs) had
supervisory functions password-pro-
tected, so access to one machine provided
access to the whole network. This is a
critical finding that confirms that a very
small number of individuals have the
power to tap into the networked machines
and thus change large numbers of votes at
will.

Various security related recommenda-
tions/improvements to the voting system
standards will not be carried out in time
for the 2006 election. The GAO com-
ments further: “Until these efforts are
completed, there is a risk that many state
and local jurisdictions will rely on voting
systems that were not developed, acquired,
tested, operated or managed in accor-
dance with rigorous security and reliabil-
ity standards — potentially affecting the
reliability of future elections and voter
confidence in the accuracy of the vote
count.”

This report demands immediate atten-
tion not only from our national govern-
ment but from our state and local govern-
ments. And, certainly, from our town
officials.

The full GAO report may be found on
the Internet at www.gao.gov/.

Barbara Briemer
Westfield

Has DWC Completed Its Job; Should
It Be Closed? — Not Good Thinking

Your editorial (The Westfield Leader,
November 3) portrayed the Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC) in a very
unfavorable light, whereas, I feel it has
made a major contribution to the town
and needs to be praised and continued.

You probably were not in town, but in
the post WWII years, Westfield, like
Plainfield, was a vibrant town. By 1990,
many family-owned stores went out of
business, a movie theater closed, malls
and Route 22 businesses hurt Westfield.
The retail occupancy rate had fallen to 70
percent. It was worrisome. We could have
experienced a very different result.

Mayor Bagger formed a committee to
study how the downtown could be revi-
talized. The Mainstreet concept (ulti-
mately, Downtown Westfield Corpora-
tion) was adopted in 1993-1996 to ac-
complish the objective. In the years that
followed, the DWC, working with town
council, has taken the downtown from a
low occupancy, fading business district
to an active, vibrant, award-winning
downtown, involving:

95 percent occupancy rate, expanded
Lord & Taylor, good mix of family stores;

Revitalized the downtown; Buildings
remodeled, restaurants added, apartments
renovated;

Streetscape projects were spurred –
Bank Square, Rialto Park, Rialto Walk,
historic trains station and platform, Cen-
tral Avenue corridor, Route 28 circle,
signage/façade enhancements;

Downtown promotions – Sweet Sounds
of Downtown Jazz Nights, 5K race, Hal-
loween and holiday events, Destination
Westfield Directory (to 80,000 homes),
TV show “Ed” filmed here;

Downtown store sales rose from $60
million in 1993 to over $200 million in
2004. Jobs nearly doubled. Downtown
properties increased in value. And the
downtown revitalization has favorably
impacted residential real estate – making
Westfield one of the hottest realty mar-
kets in the tri-state area;

Westfield has been highlighted in state
and national publications for its down-
town economy, its revitalization, its lead-
ership and “the place to be” and we won
the highly-coveted Great American
Mainstreet Award last year given by the
National Trust for Historic Preservation.

Some may think the DWC has com-
pleted its job and should be closed down.
I believe that is not good thinking. I think
the town must be vigilant against going
“The Other Way” and instead:

Continue to keep retail occupancy full
and attractive;

Continue to promote and market the
downtown through streetscaping projects,
façade/signage attractiveness, event ac-
tivities and publications;

Continue its emphasis on parking im-
provements;

Bring new viability to the South Av-
enue corridor area, develop design plans
for aging business areas and examine the
appropriateness of extending the SID to
Central Avenue East.

Downtown vibrancy is never finished.
It needs to be continuously and vigor-
ously attended to, worked on and devel-
oped. That’s what the DWC does.

Lee M. Hale
Westfield

DWC Board Member

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Crepitaculum – A rattle-like organ

as of the rattlesnake
2. Battue – A hunt conducted by driv-

ing game from cover to a place near
waiting hunters

3. Palaestric – Pertaining to wrestling
4. Chthonophagia – An abnormal im-

pulse to eat clay or soil

OMPHALOCELE
1. One who adores women
2. An umbilical hernia
3. A navel officer of ancient times
4. In Greek mythology, a disciple of

Omphale the queen of Lydia
OMOPHAGIA

1. The eating of raw flesh
2. Subsisting entirely on fish
3. Eating only green plant life
4. An abnormal impulse to eat bones

MAUGRE
1. A doll, puppet or idol used in wor-

ship
2. To mutter or grumble
3. In spite of; in opposition to
4. The craw or crop of a bird

PALPLESS
1. Not congruent; unsuitable
2. Without substance; inconsequential
3. Having no feelers; such as with

insects
4. Incomplete

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Are Volunteer Rescue Squads
Able to Remain Volunteer?

Due to diminishing numbers of rescue squad vol-
unteers, many towns face supplementing the efforts
of these critical organizations, and the good they do,
with support from police and fire departments along
with paid ambulance services.

Cranford and Mountainside run paid ambulance
services, mostly during the prime workdays of Mon-
day through Friday.

Westfield, Scotch Plains and Fanwood volunteer
rescue squads still handle the load without a com-
mercial ambulance service being required. Never-
theless, firemen and police are providing support in
these towns – and this trend seems to be on the
increase.

The amount of training required to provide ambu-
lance, rescue and EMT services is substantial. These
people are skilled and dedicated. Their equipment
and vehicles are sophisticated and expensive.

The limiting commodity appears to be people and
time, not money. Fewer individuals can afford to
donate their time while meeting the demands of
everyday life.

With these factors in mind, one of the most impor-
tant ways we can support our communities is to
nurture our volunteer rescue squads, either by send-
ing a contribution or volunteering. At the same time,
officials need to monitor the situation and umbrella
shortfalls that may result. Perhaps the highly trained
fire and police departments must anticipate and plan
for an increase in demand for services in this area.
Perhaps standby ambulances must be kept at fire
departments for backup. There may be many other
plans necessary and useful in this regard.

There are many good things to recall this time of
year about the service provided by our area rescue
squads.

One week before Christmas five years ago, mem-
bers of the Fanwood Rescue Squad gave a fellow
volunteer the greatest gift of all – the gift of life –
when they resuscitated a veteran firefighter, Jack
Ruh, who had suffered a heart attack at the borough’s
fire headquarters. The rescuers employed a defibril-
lator to resuscitate Mr. Ruh, who was twice found to
be without a pulse and had stopped breathing. Mem-
bers of the squad restored both life functions and he
was transported to Muhlenberg Regional Medical
Center in Plainfield.

Firefighter Ruh was released from the hospital the
day after Christmas. “It made the holiday season a
little nicer for us,” said Rescue Squad President John
Oatis.

Six months later, the squad was presented with the
State of New Jersey Governor’s Volunteer Award
2001, in the category of Public Safety. Representing
the Fanwood squad at the awards presentation that
day were Mr. Oatis, First Lieutenant Jeffrey Down-
ing, Corresponding Secretary Ruth Wegmann, Train-
ing Officer Edward Sargent and members Eileen
Ochsner, William Crosby and Eric Breidenstein.
Others who had participated in the rescue but were
unable to attend were Tom Kranz, Mark Crawford,
Jason Lowrey and David Zawodniak.

Mrs. Wegmann, a life member of the squad,  re-
ceived an award from the governor in 1993 after she
saved the life of a baby that was thrown from a car
following a traffic accident.

Mr. Ruh, a 45-year member of the Fanwood Fire
Department, said then, “I’m feeling fairly good. I
have nothing but praise for the Fanwood Rescue
Squad. They did a good job – if they didn’t, I

wouldn’t be here.”
In January 1999, Scotch Plains Mayor Geri Samuel

noted then that the squad answered about 1,200 calls
in 1998; Harold Hill has served the rescue squad for
41 years and logged a total of 10,769 calls. Mr. Hill’s
father was a founding member of the squad. Still
serving today, Dan Sullivan had been with the squad
for 21 years in 1999 and has logged 8,599 calls.

In September of 1998, Mountainside Borough
Hall was packed during a special meeting called by
Mayor Robert Viglianti to address manpower short-
ages within emergency service units. The most ur-
gent problem is the lack of daytime volunteers to
man the rescue squad. About 500 calls are answered
in Mountainside each year.

Mr. Kit Carson, an active Mountainside rescue
squad member for many years, explained that one
volunteer who recently broke her leg but was sched-
uled to come back found out she needed surgery and
would be out for six months instead. He noted that
two volunteers were lost when one moved out of the
area and another took a daytime job. He added that
other volunteers were college students who would be
returning to class.

Mayor Viglianti said, “Unfortunately, we are not
the only town going through this type of crisis. It is
a state-wide problem.” The mayor added that a fully-
paid service for the borough would cost $250,000 for
Monday through Saturday coverage from 7 a.m. to 7
p.m.

The Westfield Rescue Squad, now in its 54th year,
averages 2,400 calls annually. Squad personnel make
life-saving transports from Westfield to several area
hospitals, including Overlook, Muhlenberg, Rahway,
Union, St. Barnabas, University, JFK, Morristown
and Trinitas. They logged about 25,000 volunteer
hours.

The Scotch Plains Rescue Squad organized on
March 9, 1937 and incorporated on April 5, 1939, is
the oldest volunteer emergency medical service or-
ganization in Union County.

The Fanwood Rescue Squad is celebrating 57
years in operation, having been founded in 1948.

One might recall an article in our newspaper on
September 20, 2001, entitled “Rescue Squads, Fire
Departments Assisted During Trade Center Disas-
ter.” It read: “As soon as the World Trade Center was
hit by hijacked jets coming out of Boston on Septem-
ber 11, the Union County Mutual Aid system acti-
vated the Westfield, Scotch Plains and Fanwood
volunteer rescue squads and the Westfield Fire De-
partment to assist in various places throughout the
metropolitan area.”

The Westfield squad sent two ambulances and 15
Emergency Medical Technicians (EMTs) to Liberty
State Park, and later to triage centers at Ellis Island
and Exchange Place in Jersey City.

Throughout that week, more than two-thirds of the
members of the Westfield Rescue Squad volunteered
more than 600 hours of their time. Crews were
stationed at Chelsea Piers in Lower Manhattan,
Exchange Place in Jersey City, and several locations
in and around “ground zero.”

The Scotch Plains Rescue Squad treated patients
at the Hoboken Ferry triage center on Tuesday.
During the week, they were stationed at Chelsea
Piers and the West Side Highway in New York City.

Given this rich history of service, we’re still a little
concerned. Where will our future volunteers come
from?

Jerry Gerardiello
Will Be Missed By All
It was with great sadness that I read of

the recent passing of Jerry Gerardiello. It
was not that long ago that I sat with him
in his barber shop, talked about his life,
his family and about the changes he had
seen in Westfield over the last 56 years.

The Chamber was preparing to present
Jerry with its Lifetime Achievement
Award. As we talked, it was evident that
Jerry had tremendous love and pride for
this town, his wife, his children and for
life. He had faced his share of life’s chal-
lenges but Jerry still radiated great joy. I
found his rare perspective refreshing and
inspiring.

What I liked most about Jerry is that he
had a smile for everyone who crossed his
path and he believed in the simple ap-
proach of treating other people with re-
spect, dignity, and honesty. He will be
missed.

Allison O’Hara
President

Westfield Area Chamber of
Commerce

Christmas Giving
Information Sought
Publisher’s Note: There are

many organizations in the area pre-
paring to collect Christmas gifts
for families, food for the hungry
and toys for children. Many are not
as fortunate as are we. Please con-
sider how you might help others
share in the warmth of the season.

For organizations, we ask that
you notify us as soon as possible
about your charity activities. We
will post regular notices in our
newspaper and on the Internet at
goleader.com to assist others who
are considering becoming a part of
these good deeds.

Please e-mail your information
to editor@goleader.com regarding
your endeavors with a summary of
what you are doing, for whom your
benefits flow and your contact in-
formation.


