
Page 10 Thursday, December 1, 2005 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES                        A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

THE TAVERN AT

STAGE HOUSE

stage house
restaurant and wine bar
366 park avenue, scotch plains, nj

908 322 4224
366 park avenue, scotch plains, nj

908 322 4224

Yes, You Can . . .

stage house
restaurant and wine bar

Yes, You Can . . .
bring wine from your private selection and we will

waive the corkage fee every Tuesday.

Yes, You Can . . .
enjoy a great dining experience in a Colonial building with

its original fireplaces from 1737, with our new American fare

menu created by chef-owner Eric Hambrecht.

Check out our new affordable prices!

Yes, You Can . . .
enjoy our great menu at the place of your choice

(off-premises catering).

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer
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· Custody · Child Support
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rjk722@aol.com richardjkaplow.com
24 Hours · 53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

A
• Life Insurance
• Disability Insurance
• Long Term Care
• Employee Benefits

      908.233.0920

Art
Ammermuller
“Helping People”

The Chelsea at Fanwood is hosting

Lifeline Screening
Radiology, LLC

LifeLine Screening Radiology provides non-invasive, painless
screenings using Doppler ultrasound technology.  The tests detect
arterial abnormalities which can cause disrupted blood flow. The
screenings are fast, accurate and affordable. Visit their website for
more information at www.LifeLineScreeningRadiology.com 
Reservations required.

w w w. c h e l s e a s e n i o r l i v i n g . c o m
Open to the Public – Please take advantage of these valuable screenings.

This program is part of The Chelsea’s ongoing commitment to professional and community 
involvement and family education.

WHEN: Friday, December 2, 2005
WHERE: The Chelsea at Fanwood

295 South Avenue, Fanwood

Pre-registration is required – 
Call 1-800-636-0418.

Bob Green for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HAPPY THANKSGIVING…Paris Mercurio beams in her father’s arms, as
WO1 Mike Mercurio returns home from duty in Iraq on the eve before Thanks-
giving along with other troops of the 250th Signal Battalion from the Westfield
Armory.

Brownie Troop 417
Achieves Goal

FANWOOD — On Saturday, No-
vember 19, Brownie Troop 417 from
Brunner Elementary School in Scotch
Plains earned a royal outing. As a
result of selling Girl Scouts nuts,
candy and cookies, the second grad-
ers raised enough money to have lunch
with their mother or grandmother at
Charlie Brown’s and see Rodgers &
Hammerstein’s Cinderella at the Pa-
per Mill Playhouse in Milburn.

Family, friends and co-workers
were instrumental in helping the girls
reach their sales goals.

Eliminating County
Gov. Topic of Forum
AREA — The Change County

Government Steering Committee, in
sponsorship with the League of
Woman Voters of the Montclair Area,
hosted last night (November 30, after
press time) entitled “The Massachu-
setts Experience: Ending County
Government.”

Massachusetts State Senator Rich-
ard Moore, who led the abolition of
county government in his home state,
was the guest speaker.

The forum was held at the Cedar
Grove Municipal Building.

POLICE BLOTTER
Westfield

Monday, November 21, Darren
Crumley, 34, of Elizabeth was arrested
at Springfield Avenue and Nomahegan
Drive and charged with driving while
intoxicated; possession of suspected
cocaine; possession of drug parapher-
nalia; hindering apprehension; refusal
to submit to a breathalyzer test; driv-
ing with a revoked license and posses-
sion of a controlled dangerous sub-
stance in a motor vehicle. He was also
charged with hindering apprehension
for allegedly providing police with a
false name. Crumley was held on bail.

Monday, November 21, a Spring-
field Avenue business reported a ve-
hicle burglary that occurred on Spring-
field Avenue near Cardinal Drive.
Someone smashed the driver’s side
window and broke open the glove
compartment; nothing was reported
missing.

Monday, November 21, a Westfield
resident reported that someone dam-
aged his motor vehicle while it was
parked in the area of Dorian Road and
Codding Place. The vehicle had been
scratched, possibly with a key, along
the entire length of the driver’s side.

Wednesday, November 23, Adali
Baigorrea, 22, of Elizabeth was ar-
rested and charged with aggravated
assault after she and three other women
allegedly assaulted an employee at a
South Avenue business. Westfield Res-
cue Squad personnel treated the vic-
tim at the scene. Baigorrea was re-
leased on her own recognizance with a
summons. No one else had been
charged in the case at press time.

Friday, November 25, Matthew
Clemente, 19, Laura Wagenblast, 18,
and Alisa Flesher, 18, all of Cranford
were arrested following a motor ve-
hicle stop at Virginia Street. Clemente
was charged with possession of less
than 50 grams of suspected marijuana;
possession of drug paraphernalia; pos-
session of a controlled dangerous sub-
stance in a motor vehicle and careless
driving. Wagenblast and Flesher each
were charged with possession of less
than 50 grams of suspected marijuana
and possession of drug paraphernalia.
All three were released on their own
recognizance with summonses.

Saturday, November 26, Christo-
pher Romine, 21, of Pittsburgh, Pa.
was arrested at Summit Avenue and
Midvale and charged with driving
while intoxicated (DWI). He also was
taken into custody on a contempt of
court warrant for $81 out of
Kenilworth. Romine was released to a
responsible individual after satisfying
bail on the warrant.

Sunday, November 27, Steven
Danatos, 52, of Edison was arrested at
Central Avenue and Virginia Street
and charged with DWI. He was re-
leased to a responsible individual.

Scotch Plains
Wednesday, November 23, a patron

of a Park Avenue restaurant reported
being the victim of theft. The victim
stated he left a gift under the table and
when he returned it was missing. It is
not known how much the gift was
worth.

Wednesday, November 23, an owner
of a business on Waldheim Court re-
ported that tools were stolen from one
of his trucks. The tools were valued at
approximately $1,500. There are no
suspects at this time.

Thursday, November 24, a patron of
a Park Avenue restaurant reported that
his vehicle was entered and several
items were taken. The vehicle was
parked in the lot when unknown per-
sons entered the vehicle and removed
an iPod and some clothing.

Friday, November 25, a resident of
Country Club Boulevard reported be-
ing the victim of theft. The victim
stated that unknown suspects stole his
cell phone and made several thousand
dollars’ worth of calls.

Fanwood
Wednesday, November 16, Natwan

T. Jenkins, 28, of Plainfield was ar-
rested at 9:11 a.m. at the intersection
of Farley Avenue and Midway Avenue
following a motor vehicle stop, which
revealed outstanding warrants.

Wednesday, November 16, Frank
Jurado, 27, of Edison was arrested at 3
p.m. at the intersection of Woodland
Avenue and Martine Avenue follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop, which re-
vealed outstanding warrants.

Thursday, November 17, Jason J.
Wright, 21, of Elizabeth was arrested
on outstanding warrants following a
field investigation at 2:40 a.m. on
Martine Avenue.

Thursday, November 17, Jeffrey M.
Lerner, 33, was arrested at 6 a.m. at the

intersection of King Street and Martine
Avenue following a motor vehicle stop,
which revealed outstanding warrants.

Saturday, November 18, Christo-
pher T. Dufour, 43, of Flemington was
arrested and charged with DWI at the
intersection of Park Ave. and Church
St.

Saturday, November 18, Mindy E.
Davidson, 49, of Berkeley Heights
was arrested for outstanding warrants
following a motor-vehicle stop on
North Avenue and Hetfield Avenue.

Saturday, November 18, Ronald R.
Dismuke, Jr., 18, of Somerville was
arrested following a motor vehicle stop,
which revealed outstanding warrants.

Friday, November 25, Gregory E.
Bell, 33, of Carteret was arrested fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop for pro-
viding officers with false information.
He was charged with obstruction of
justice. The arrest took place at South
Avenue and Martine Avenue at 1 a.m.

Saturday, November 26, Daniel W.
Morales, 22, of Scotch Plains was
arrested and charged with DWI and
possession of drug paraphernalia fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop on Martine
Avenue and Watson Road.

Saturday, November 26, Isabel D.
Marques, 39, of Garwood was arrested
on outstanding warrants on Midway
Avenue and Willoughby Road at 1:40
p.m. following an investigation.

Sunday, November 26, Roger W.
Fleitas, 24, of Plainfield was arrested
after a motor vehicle stop at 9:48 p.m.
on South Avenue and Martine Avenue
revealed outstanding warrants.

Monday, November 27, Cliff X.
Navarro, 21, of Union was arrested at
11:11 a.m. on Martine and Midway
Avenue following a motor vehicle stop,
which revealed outstanding warrants.

Tuesday, November 28, Daryl L.
Cunningham, 20, of Plainfield was
arrested after a motor vehicle stop on
South Avenue and Terrill Road re-
vealed he had outstanding warrants.

Mountainside
Thursday, November 24, patrons of

a Route 22 West restaurant reported
that the headlights were stolen from
their car. The area around both head-
lights had been pried and the driver’s
side door window was smashed, po-
lice said. Police said there was glass on
the driver’s seat and on the ground and
that no tools were left behind.

Thursday, November 24, criminal
mischief to a vehicle was reported at a
Route 22 West business. The front
bumper of the vehicle was partially
removed and one headlight was par-
tially removed. Closer inspection re-
vealed the other headlight to be intact;
both had small pry marks around the
rim. A witness described the suspects
as two black males wearing jeans. One
was wearing a long-sleeve white t-
shirt and a black wool cap. The sus-
pects drove away in an off-white
Honda.

Thursday, November 24, Javier
Castillo, 22, of Mexico was spotted
urinating outside of his car on Route
22 East. When officers approached
the vehicle, the suspect attempted to
drive away, police said. Police said
Castillo could not produce a driver’s
license or identification. The suspect
was unable to speak English and a
Spanish-speaking officer was unavail-
able. Officers were unable to process
a report due to the language barrier,
police said.

Saturday, November 26, Kyle A.
Corbin, 19, of Somerville, Ali T.
Haskins, 18, of Bridgewater and An-
drew J. Buckmire, 19, of Bridgewater
were observed idling with their ve-
hicle lights off in a Route 22 East
business parking lot after hours. Po-
lice said a search of their vehicle pro-
duced under 50 grams of marijuana.
As all three passengers were being
arrested for possession of marijuana,
Corbin attempted to prevent officers
from placing them in custody, police
said. Corbin was also charged with
driving while intoxicated (DWI).
Haskins was additionally charged with
having an outstanding warrant out of
Bridgewater for $250.

Saturday, November 26, Nancy C.
Marques-Matos, 30, of Union was
arrested following a motor-vehicle
stop on Route 22 West for failure to
have a front plate. Police said it was
determined that she had a suspended
driver’s license and the vehicle was
uninsured.

Sunday, November 27, Logan Mo-
rales, 23, of Plainfield was arrested
following a motor-vehicle stop on
Route 22 West for fictitious plates. It
was determined that Morales was un-
licensed and uninsured, police said.

tee will hire the services of a town
planner for input.

The master plan goals that precede
conditional and prohibited uses can
include wanting to preserve residen-
tial neighborhoods, protect historic
structures and preserve natural re-
sources, while preventing suburban
sprawl or traffic congestion. Marring
a neighborhood’s sights, sounds or
smells is often a reason for adding a
particular type of business to the con-
ditional or prohibited uses list.

Before granting a conditional-use
variance to a business, the board of
adjustment can require that a devel-
oper promise to meet certain specific
conditions that may be particular to
that business. For example, a board
could require that a dog-grooming
salon install special air filters to pre-
vent unwanted odors from leeching
into the community, as a condition of
granting a use variance.

Boards may not, however, deny a
use variance to businesses that are
legally allowed in a particular zone
without just cause. Gregory
Cummings, Fanwood Planning Board
chairman, pointed out that the laws
protect the developers as well as the
towns. A town cannot design ordi-
nances that discriminate against le-
gitimate retailers, he said. The public
can, however, voice their objections to
the governing body and influence the
use variance process. Businesses can,
in turn, take municipalities to court if
they feel that the board discriminated
against them without just cause.

Jim Fawcett, chairman of the Scotch
Plains Board of Adjustment, told The
Times, “More and more, these boards
are dealing with legally complicated
issues and rely heavily on the advice
of legal counsel. And these boards
frequently operate under the threat of
litigation.”

Mr. Fawcett also pointed out that
conditional and prohibited uses

plished by the installation of under-
ground detention basins. He admit-
ted that there was little that could be
done about flooding from the brook,
although one condition that might
be included in any final approval is
that the portion of the brook run-
ning through the property in ques-
tion be cleared of fallen trees and
branches in an effort to lessen natu-
rally-occurring dams that could lead
to flooding.

Near the end of the meeting, when
board members were polled about
their preference — cul-de-sac or
driveway — the panel was split, with
advocates of the former option pre-
ferring not to create new flag lots
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SP Planning Board
and those preferring the flag-lot op-
tion pointing out that the
homeowners, not the township,
would be responsible for the upkeep
of the driveways, as opposed to a
cul-de-sac, which would be a town-
ship street.

Board Chairwoman Maria Sartor
broke the deadlock by asking that
Messercola submit new, detailed
plans incorporating the driveways
but with some sort of cul-de-sac at
the top to make vehicle maneuver-
ability easier.

The board’s next meeting is Mon-
day, December 12, although it is un-
clear whether sketches will be ready
in time for that meeting.

908-518-0800  Toll Free: 866-518-0800
www.westfieldmortgage.com

WESTFIELD MORTGAGE

Equal housing lender. Licensed by the NJ Department of Banking and Insurance.

Free credit evaluation and approvals
Guaranteed closing costs
New home purchases
Construction loans
Refinances

President, Westfield Mortgage
NEIL SULLIVAN

HELPING THE COMMUNITY…The Fanwood Business and Professional Asso-
ciation (FBPA) made a donation to the Fanwood Community Foundation at the
Fanwood Community Center on November 20. Pictured, left to right, are:
Christopher Rosin, President of the Fanwood Community Center; Peter Chemidlin,
FBPA president, and Dale Flowers, FBPA vice president.

change with the times as new types of
businesses crop up. In recent years,
storage facilities, Internet cafes and
outdoor dining have become more
frequent applicants for use variances.

More towns are choosing to revise
and expand their conditional-use or-
dinances, according to Westfield Zon-
ing Official Kathleen Neville. As more
towns are using town planners to cre-
ate a certain image and to enhance
their business districts, conditional
uses are becoming more restrictive,
she said.
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Downtown Fanwood

REACHING GOAL…Fanwood Brownie Troop 417 pose upon achieving their
sales goal. Pictured, left to right: first row: Grace Lesce, Bella Velez, Samiksha
Vittalraj, and Lainie Kosciolek; second row: Sierra Lesiak, Jessica Ferrara and
Natalie Zimmermann; third row: Georganne Yarbenet, Alaysia Joi Hicks and
Micayla Mirabella.

up to this task,” while Mr. Atkins said
that Chief Mahoney had “the poten-
tial to do an outstanding job.”

Much of the rest of the council’s
meeting was taken up with an extended
discussion of the Heather Glen housing
development and property-tax abate-
ment plan for homeowners there that
has drawn some criticism.

Mayor Marks offered a defense of
the plan, under which residents in the
age-restricted community presently
under construction will pay slightly
lower taxes, most of which will go to
township government coffers.

After Wood Road resident Walter
Appel said he was having “a difficult
time accepting tax abatements for new-
comers” while long-time residents will
continue to pay the full tax levy, Mayor
Marks, as he did at the council’s previ-
ous meeting, laid out the details of
how the Heather Glen development
came to be and why the tax abatement
would prove to be beneficial to town-
ship taxpayers.

The 11-acre property between Jerusa-
lem Road and the Westfield border had
been a “blighted” area that was used for
illegal dumping and was environmen-
tally contaminated. The mayor laid out
three options: leave the property as is,
allow a developer to build what they
wanted or declare the property as an
area in need of redevelopment.

The mayor said if the council had
allowed a developer to build without
any restrictions, the property could have
become home to several hundred
townhouses or a large assisted-living
facility.

Instead, “now we have a piece of
property that won’t burden the school
system,” given the age restriction for
residents there, and thanks to the in-
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Chief Mahoney
creased property tax monies being di-
rected to the township government, an
additional $50 million in municipal
government revenue over the next 30
years, Mayor Marks said.

He said Heather Glen homes, now
valued at about $650,000 each, would
result in an annual property tax bill, at
present rates, of about $13,000 vs.
$14,000 for a similarly valued home
elsewhere in Scotch Plains.

The apportionment of taxes on the
land portion of the tax bill will remain
the same, with about 64 percent ear-
marked for education and the remain-
der split about evenly between the town-
ship and county governments. Taxes on
improvements to the land, i.e., the house
itself, would be earmarked mostly to
the township government.

“This is a home run for the taxpayers
of Scotch Plains,” the mayor said.

Resident Mary Cappio said she was
“uncomfortable with an abatement that
ignores the schools,” saying the quality
of the local school system is a primary
driver of rising home prices.

“It’s disturbing that you would ig-
nore our greatest assets — our children
and our schools,” she told the council,
calling it a “bad precedent to set.”

Mayor Marks said the schools
weren’t being ignored. “We didn’t want
to add to the burden” of local schools by
having a large townhome development
being built and adding new students
into the system. He told Mrs. Cappio
that the apportionment formula for prop-
erty taxes in the new development is set
by state statute.

The council will vote at its Tuesday,
December 13 meeting on an ordinance
introduced this week that authorizes
the township to grant the tax abatement
to the Heather Glen property.


