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Y On Target to Open Broad Street
Extension Facility by September

By MICHELLE KUPPERSMITH
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The former Chris-
tian Science Church is well on its way
to becoming the newest extension of
the Westfield Area Y. After beginning
renovation on the facility 18 months
ago, the Y board has announced that
it will be open in September,
with a full slate of new pro-
grams available to children,
teens and seniors alike.

The Westfield Leader was
given a tour of the construction
progress of the new facility on
August 11 by Y Chief Execu-
tive Officer Mark Elsasser and
Darielle Walsh, a member of
the Y’s Board of Directors and a
town councilwoman.

The structure, which was
originally 10,000 square feet
when the Y acquired it, has been
expanded by 4,000 square feet
with the addition of two exter-
nal entrances for increased ac-
cess for the staff and patrons.
The parking lot will hold 48
vehicles, and parents will be
able to enter from East Broad
Street and follow a “U” in the drive-
way to drop children and teens off
before exiting, by right turn only,

back onto East Broad.
For legal and safety reasons, the

entire ground floor of the building
will be restricted to use by the nursery
school children, parents and staff
members. No general Y members will
have access to floor, which will house
four state-of-the-art classrooms
equipped with sinks, bathrooms and
water fountains.

Each classroom is color-coded ac-
cording to the four core values of the Y:
caring, honesty, respect and responsi-

bility. A new playground, donated by
the Y’s Men Club, will be completed
on the side of the building for the
nursery school students.

The new facility will allow the Y to
move all of its nursery school pro-
grams from the main Clark Street
facility, and will free up space there
as well. A new cardio room is cur-

rently being worked on, which will
encompass the existing room and run
through to the Ferris Place exit. The

old nursery school rooms will
now be used exclusively for
babysitting during the day.
About 50 cardio machines will
soon be available, all with
Cardio Theatre.

Young children will not be
the only people using the new
facility, however. The former
sanctuary has been converted
into an all-purpose gym,
where sports like badminton
and soft-touch volleyball can
be played.

Mr. Elsasser said he hopes
that youths will be able to play
leisure sports, but in a super-
vised setting. Also important
was keeping the character of

the building intact, and beyond by
removing the spire from the top of
the church. The general architecture
of the facility has not been changed.

Overlooking the new gym will be
a “teen cardio arcade,” designed to
make exercise attractive to young
adults, especially those of middle
school age. Cardio bikes with inter-
active graphics, in addition to two
Dance Dance Revolution machines
will be housed in this arcade, which
used to be the church’s mezzanine.

Fitness staff will be on hand
to supervise the teens as they
have fun while exercising.

Teens will also be able to
use the new computer room,
which will be outfitted with
12 Internet-ready computers.
Y information technology
staff will be there to help teens
as they use education soft-
ware for SAT preparation and
driver’s education, to name a
few areas.

In the same area as the ar-
cade and computer room is a
utility kitchen and hang out
room that will be available to
seniors during the day and
teens at night. Mr. Elsasser
said there will be “a lot of
good hangout space in a very

Don Williams for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SPORTS SANCTUARY…The heart of the Y’s new facility is its multi-purpose gymnasium, a two-story room that will offer
a variety of programs, including large motor activities for the nursery school students, soft-touch volleyball and badminton.
The gymnasium was formerly the church’s sanctuary, and elements of the architecture remain, such as the molding, window
frames and flooring, which will be refinished. Pews from the sanctuary will be utilized as benches throughout the building.

structured area,” for teens to use.
Four full-time program directors

will be housed in the building, and
there will always be “program staff
and supervision in the building,” ac-
cording to Ms. Walsh.

A conservatory overlooking East
Broad was also built, and a full enter-
tainment system is going to be added

as well.
In general, the hope of the Y

board is that people will come
to the new facility to mingle,
whether it is for the knitting or
book club, or just to hang out
after a movie.

The “goal is to provide a
better place for senior citizens
to socialize and a better place
for teens to get involved in pro-
gramming,” Ms. Walsh stated.

Approximately 70 donors
have contributed to the reno-
vation efforts to date, and the
Y plans to recognize them on
a donor wall outside the new
gym, in addition to outdoor
plaques for some of the large
contributions. The Y is still
accepting donations as it con-
tinues to pay off the bond that

helped fund the project.
Financially, the Y will never turn

down any person because they are un-
able to pay for a program. Scholarships
are available, in addition to a new low
cost membership for pre-teens.

The renovations will be complete in
September, and an official dedication
will be held Sunday, October 2.

“The Y board and staff feel proud that
they have been able to make this invest-
ment in the town,” Ms. Walsh said.

Don Williams for The Leader and The Times
LEFT BEHIND…The steeple of the
Christian Science Church, original to
the 1941 structure, is the only aspect
removed from the building that will be
preserved. It is currently sitting in the
parking lot beside the former church.

N.J. Gambling Hotline
Releases 2004 Data

AREA – The Council on Compul-
sive Gambling of New Jersey, Inc. has
released its 2004 1-800-GAMBLER
HelpLine statistics and some of the
figures are astounding. Nearly 20,000
calls are made to the 1-800-GAMBLER
HelpLine each year, with almost 3,000
calls producing valuable data.

People that reported playing cards
and dice accounted for 28 percent of
calls, a staggering 600 percent increase
from 2003. Internet gambling hit an all
time high, with 8 percent of callers
gambling online.

Adolescent gamblers (under 21),
whose calls to the HelpLine have
steadily increased since 2000, made
up 6 percent of calls. Adolescent gam-
blers are calling regarding problems
with poker, see-low, sports betting and
other card games.

The average debt of callers to the 1-
800-GAMBLER HelpLine increased by
an astonishing $15,624, spiking to an all
time high of $40,991. This is a dramatic

increase, particularly when compared to
the small amount ($429) that the
gambler’s average income went up.

Additionally, the Council’s 2004 20
Questions Survey data indicates high
levels of Internet gambling and card
playing among those participants 25
and under. Of the 1,306 people who
took the 20 Questions Survey (avail-
able on www.800gambler. org), 71.4
percent were 25 and under. This is a
dramatic increase, as only 39 percent
of participants fell into the 25 and
under category in 2003. In 2004, ap-
proximately 40 percent of this group
gambled by playing cards, with 35
percent gambling online, in compari-
son to 29.5 percent and 24 percent,
respectively, in 2003.

For more information regarding the
Council on Compulsive Gambling of
New Jersey, Inc. and our 2004 HelpLine
statistics, call Edward Looney, Execu-
tive Director, at (609) 588-5515 x17,
or visit www.800gambler.org.
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** When you maintain a balance of $25,000 or more, FREE ATM fees up to $10.00; FREE service charge on Traveler’s Cheques; additional 0.25% added premium on fixed rate certificates 
limit one 0.25% premium.

The interest rates are variable and are subject to change at the discretion of the bank without prior notice. The interest rate will be adjusted as of the first business day of every month. 
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Don Williams for The Westfield Leader and The Times
AEROBIC EXPANSION…At the Westfield
Area Y’s main facility on Clark Street, the exist-
ing cardio workout machine room is being ex-
panded into a former classroom facing Ferris
Place. The classroom, above, is being prepared
for its new use, as the wall (at right) will be torn
down soon to join the rooms.

Don Williams for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ENTERTAINING EXERCISES…The teen
cardio arcade will contain machines that provide
physical activity while offering entertainment,
such as stationary bicycles with interactive games
and Dance Dance Revolution machines.

Don Williams for The Westfield Leader and The Times
RENOVATION…The Westfield Area Y’s new East Broad
Street Family Branch is located across the street from the
Municipal Building in the former Christian Science
Church. The building has been completely gutted, and
the Y has expanded it from 10,000 to 14,000 square feet.

Christopher Bauman
Enlists in the Navy

SCOTCH PLAINS – Civilian
Christopher Bauman, the son of
Mary Bauman of Scotch Plains and
David Bauman of Mesa, Ariz., re-
cently enlisted in the United States
Navy under the Delayed Entry
Program at Navy Recruiting Dis-
trict in Denver, Colo.

Mr. Bauman will report for active
duty to undergo basic training at the
Navy’s Recruit Training Center in
Great Lakes, Ill. He is a 1993 gradu-
ate of Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School.

Courthouse Centennial
Posters Available

COUNTY – Vintage postcard
scenes of the Union County Court-
house and midtown Elizabeth dating
back to the 1890s are on sale for $10
each with proceeds going to pay for
preservation of historic artifacts.

The 24” x 36” posters can be
obtained by calling (908) 527-4787
or (908) 527-4450 or in person at
the Union County Courthouse, Old
Annex.


