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2004 FAIR Rebate Program,
Senior Tax Freeze Extended

Westfield Running Event
Attracts 1,500 Participants

WESTFIELD – On July 27, the
fourth annual Downtown Westfield
5K Pizza Extravaganza was held.

Over 1,550 runners registered,
emanating mostly from New Jer-
sey, but attracting runners from as
far away as Pennsylvania and Con-
necticut. Over 450 pizza pies were
served along with cookies and re-
freshments.

The Michael Craig Band performed
on Quimby Street during the event.

James Ward drove the pace car, his
red Ferrari convertible, with David
Martone, Downtown Westfield Cor-
poration (DWC) President, as chef
with pizzas in hand.

This event was organized by the
DWC to showcase Westfield’s down-
town shopping, dining and quaint
neighborhoods.

The male winner was Gene Mitchell
of Franklin Lakes with a time of 15:26
and the female winner was Amy

Vanalstine of Midland Park with a
time of 18:31.

Second place winners included
Brian Harris of Somerville (15:48)
and Heather Gardiner of Morristown
(19:01). Top Westfield runners were
Jeffrey Perrella and Shannon Stone
with finishing times of 16:37 and
20:00, respectively.

Many area businesses donated piz-
zas, water, cookies, soda, ice, flow-
ers, door prizes and supplies.

The Town of Westfield, the police
department, Department of Public
Works, the Westfield Jaycees, the
Westfield Rescue Squad, the Girl
Scouts, Meg Mehorter, Courtney
Nemec, Laura Pietruszki and many
volunteers gave of their time in sup-
porting the event.

For more information about down-
town events, call the DWC at (908)
789-9444 or visit
www.WestfieldToday.com.
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ROCK N ROLL...The band Sequoia performs last Thursday as part of the
summer concert series at the Alan Augustine Village Green in Scotch Plains
adjacent to the Scotch Plains Municipal Building.

SCOTCH PLAINS – Assembly-
woman Linda Stender announced this
week that the 2004 NJ Fair Rebate
Program and Property Tax Reim-
bursement Program, also known as
the Senior Tax Freeze, application
deadlines have been extended to
Monday, October 17.

The deadline extension was an-
nounced August 5 by Governor Rich-
ard Codey.

“This extra time provides all eli-
gible residents with additional time
to take advantage of these valuable
programs,” said Assemblywoman
Stender. “I strongly encourage resi-
dents who think they are eligible to
apply. These rebates can make a sub-
stantial positive impact on a
household’s budget.”

The FAIR Rebate program, which
largely serves non-senior households,
was designed to ease the property tax
burden of working middle-income
New Jersey families. Residents who
owned a home that was their princi-
pal residence on October 1, 2004 and
paid property taxes on that home may
be eligible for a FAIR rebate. The
rebates are limited to filers with gross
incomes under $200,000.

Earlier this month, approximately
410,000 homeowners who were 65 or
older or disabled as of December 31,
2004, received rebate checks ranging
from $500 to $1,200 while about
54,000 senior or disabled tenants re-
ceived rebates of $150 to $825. About
650,000 non-senior, non-disabled ten-
ants received rebate checks of $75.

Checks for non-senior and non-
disabled homeowners who file their
applications by the original deadline
of Monday, August 15 will be mailed
on or before Saturday, October 15.
Checks for applications filed between
Tuesday, August 16 and the extended
filing deadline of October 17 will be

issued as quickly as possible, but may
not be included in the October distri-
bution.

To be eligible for the FAIR Tenant
Rebate, an applicant must have been
a New Jersey resident who rented and
occupied a dwelling in New Jersey
that was their principal residence on
October 1, 2004, and have had gross
income for 2004 of $100,000 or less.

In addition, their principal resi-
dence must have been subject to local
property taxes and be a full living unit
with its own separate kitchen and
bathroom. Eligible tenants who
haven’t filed their FAIR rebate appli-
cation must complete and file the
FAIR Rebate Application (For Ten-
ants), Form TR-1040.

Under the Senior Freeze Program,
senior citizen and disabled
homeowners are reimbursed by the
state for the difference between the
amounts of local property taxes paid
in “the base year” (the year they be-
came eligible and first filed for the
program) and the amount of property
taxes paid for the reimbursement year.

In addition to satisfying ownership
and residency requirements, an ap-
plicant must meet income limits as
well. Income eligibility thresholds
increased this year from $40,028 to
$40,869 for single applicants and from
$49,082 to $50,113 for married ap-
plicants. Filers must continue to meet
all eligibility requirements and must
file an application each year to re-
ceive the reimbursement.

For more information on the 2004
FAIR Rebate Program or the Senior
Freeze (Property Tax Reimburse-
ment) Program, contact the office of
Assemblywoman Linda Stender at
1801 East 2nd Street, Scotch Plains,
NJ 07076 by phone at (908) 668-
1900 or by email at
aswstender@njleg.org.

Town Readying for Rumored
Retirement of Police Chief

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD – Town officials are
preparing for the potential retirement
of Police Chief Bernard Tracy, ex-
pected to occur shortly, sources have
told The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times.

Town Administrator Jim Gildea em-
phasized to The Times  last Friday that
if Chief Tracy does leave, his letter to
the town would be one of retirement,
not resignation.

“I have received nothing in writing
from the chief and until I do, he is the
chief,” said Mr. Gildea.

Mr. Gildea said he has had conver-
sations with Chief Tracy and others,
indicating that the chief would be
stepping down shortly. He said that
Chief Tracy’s decision might be based
on a potential job offer.

Sources told
The Times that
Chief Tracy was
offered a job by
the Linden
Board of Educa-
tion and Super-
intendent of
Schools Joseph
Martino.

When reached
Monday, Mr.
Martino said,
“It’s news to
me.”

“Our board of
education votes
on those ap-
pointments,” he
said.

Mr. Martino
said he was
happy to hear
Chief Tracy
would be interested in working for
the board. He said he only knows the
chief professionally.

Calls by The Times to Chief Tracy
were not returned.

“I’m not aware of the Linden (job
offer),” said Mr. Gildea, who added
that the administrator’s function is to
name both the police and fire chief
positions with the mayor and council’s
approval.

Mr. Gildea said he has spoken with
Mayor Andrew Skibitsky to inform
him of the potential that Chief Tracy
would be leaving the police depart-
ment.

The administrator said if the ru-
mors are true, “I think it would be a
big loss for the town.”

Mayor Skibitsky said he has spo-
ken with both Chief Tracy and Mr.
Gildea. He said the chief indicated
that he might retire soon.

“I don’t think he has made up his
mind, but it is something he is consid-
ering,” said Mayor Skibitsky.

Mr. Gildea said that the town ad-
ministrator appoints both the police
and fire chiefs with the consent of the

mayor and town council. Mr. Gildea
said if Chief Tracy retires, he must do
so in writing. Until that point, the
administrator said there would be no
official action by he or the town’s
governing body.

“At this point, there is no process,”
he said, noting that anything on the
potential retirement is rumor unless a
letter is received from Chief Tracy.

In 2000, the town contracted with
the International Association of Po-
lice Chiefs in Alexandria, Va. to test
the command skills of Captain Tracy
and Captain Clifford Auchter, the two
candidates for police chief that year.
A forensic psychologist also evalu-
ated both candidates.

The Times has learned that Chief
Tracy might be recommending his
successor. Mr. Gildea said outgoing
chiefs of both the police and fire

departments are
asked by the
town to provide
a recommenda-
tion for the next
chief.

“But the chief
does not deter-
mine who ap-
points his suc-
cessor,” said Mr.
Gildea.

In addition to
submitting a let-
ter, Chief Tracy
would be re-
quired to notify
the town’s pay-
roll department
to begin review-
ing pension and
related matters
such as accrued
sick days and

overtime.
“I haven’t even looked at those

numbers,” said Mr. Gildea.
If the chief retires, Mr. Gildea said

he would meet with the mayor and
council in executive session to deter-
mine the selection process for the
new chief. Should the chief leave as
rumored, Mr. Gildea said his recom-
mendation would be to first appoint
an acting chief in order to provide
sufficient time to hire a permanent
chief.

Chief Tracy, who was appointed
police chief in September of 2000,
has been with the department for 32
years.

He took the initiative to have the
John List murders broadcast on
America’s Most Wanted. The airing
of the case led to the capture of List in
1989. List was later convicted of kill-
ing his entire family.

Chief Tracy is a graduate of Roselle
Catholic High School and Union
County College. He joined the
Westfield Police Department in 1974
following a two-year stint in the
United States Army.
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SPFEA

Ms. Smith stated that just days be-
fore the incident, Ms. Dunlap had
wished Mr. Weiss well in his upcom-
ing nuptials to Ms. Smith the follow-
ing Saturday.

“Needless to say, he didn’t see this
coming,” Ms. Smith continued. “He
didn’t know there was any anger
there.”

She explained that on the after-
noon of the alleged stabbing, Mr.
Weiss noticed Ms. Dunlap crouched
down in the back of his car. He report-
edly asked what she was doing there,
and she allegedly said she wasn’t
feeling well and needed a ride.

Ms. Smith reported that Mr. Weiss
asked why Ms. Dunlap was wearing
gloves, and she replied that she had
burned her hands.

Ms. Smith explained that it was a
little while later, when Ms. Dunlap
and Mr. Weiss were calmly talking
side-by-side in the front of the car
that Ms. Dunlap suddenly pulled out
a knife and reached around to stab
him in the left side of his neck.

“They weren’t even arguing. There
was no altercation. This was an un-
provoked attack, and there are wit-
nesses, which we’re grateful for,” Ms.
Smith stated. “And if that knife had
been a quarter of an inch over, he
could be dead right now.”

Ms. Smith reported that Mr. Weiss
grabbed Ms. Dunlap’s hand to pull
the knife out of his neck and hold her
arm back while he struggled to exit
the vehicle. He then reportedly ran
into the library with blood all over his
shirt and dialed 911.

Ms. Smith added, “Anyone who
saw Ms. Dunlap knows that when she
was in the car with Danny, she was
wearing one outfit, but when the po-
lice caught her she was already wear-
ing another.”

Ms. Smith said she had been finish-
ing up work at Engel Brothers Media

in Manhattan, where she produces
documentaries for such clients as the
National Geographic, Discovery and
History Channels, when she received
a phone call from Mr. Weiss’ mother
regarding the incident.

Ms. Smith reportedly arrived at the
hospital in Newark 20 minutes later,
but Mr. Weiss had already been put
under anesthesia for emergency sur-
gery, so she didn’t get to see him.

“That was absolutely awful,” Ms.
Smith said. “I was just shocked and
very scared. And they told me he
would be out in an hour, but it wound
up taking three hours.”

Ms. Smith stated that Mr. Weiss
didn’t have the typical tracheotomy
surgery that is generally performed
when there is an obstruction in the
throat. Instead, he had a “tracheo-
stomy.”

“They had to open his neck up in
order to put stitches on both sides of
the trachea where the knife had per-
forated,” Ms. Smith explained. “So
they put a tube right below the Adam’s
apple just so he wouldn’t disturb those
stitches while the trachea healed. He
breathed through that for eight days.”

And while Ms. Smith is foremost
grateful that Mr. Weiss is alive, she is
also happy that ultimately his voice is
expected to fully recover.

“I couldn’t imagine if he lost his
voice what that would have done to
him,” she said.

Ms. Smith reported that Mr. Weiss
has been recovering remarkably well,
although his incisions are taking a
little longer to heal than they had
thought. They are both hopeful that
he will be well enough to return to
work at the Fanwood Library by the
end of the week.

The couple has postponed their
August nuptials until November.
However, before their formal wed-
ding and reception in North Carolina,
they have applied for a marriage li-
cense in New Jersey and hope to
initially take their vows here in the
near future.

While they live in Jersey City, Ms.
Smith said they have asked Fanwood
Mayor Colleen Mahr to perform a
private ceremony in Fanwood because
of the warmth and caring the commu-
nity has shown them.

And on the Saturday they were origi-
nally supposed to be married, the two
privately exchanged wedding rings with
each other and continue to wear them.

“Through all of this, we kind of
needed that for each other,” Ms. Smith
stated. “It’s like an ending to the trag-
edy and our happy new beginning.”
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OPENING PITCH…Scotch Plains Emergency Management Director Paul Malool
throws out the first pitch at the Somerset Patriots game against the Newark Bears
last Monday, August 5, at Commerce Bank Ballpark in Bridgewater.

ministrators, becoming a charter
school or hiring a private manage-
ment company.

NCLB calls for 100 percent profi-
ciency in both testing areas by 2014
and for every year thereafter. The
NJDOE has decided to meet this goal
by raising benchmark percentages
every three years, according to a state-
ment released by NJDOE Commis-
sioner William L. Librera.

Since NCLB went into effect in
2002, school districts across the coun-
try have expressed concern with the
requirements set forth by the act.
Many citizens are concerned that the

act limits local control over schools
and puts too much emphasis on evalu-
ating learning based upon standard-
ized test results.

In April, Utah’s state legislature
authorized schools to ignore any
mandates of NCLB that conflict with
the districts’ existing testing programs
or require the use of state funds. The
Texas commissioner of education has
ignored NCLB’s stipulation that spe-
cial education students be tested.
Many states have even considered
passing legislation to refuse federal
education funding in order to be freed
from the requirements of the act.
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No Child Left Behind Results

Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MINIATURE GOLF ANYONE?…The Scotch Plains Township Council last
week approved a contract to an engineering firm to develop conceptual plans for
an 18-hole miniature golf course on the above parcel of land at the Scotch Hills
Country Club, located at Plainfield Avenue and Journalism Road.

FW Council Discusses
Redevelopment Plans

By MEREDITH MANNINO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – The Fanwood Bor-
ough Council met Tuesday night in
special session to discuss the redevel-
opment plans for downtown
Fanwood. The borough council has
designated itself to be the redevelop-
ment agency, and it is currently nego-
tiating with developers.

During this process, the council
negotiates contract details with de-
velopers in private (referred to as
executive session).

Mayor Colleen Mahr noted that
development agreements take a long
time to be finalized. She likened it to
ping-pong, where the borough and
the redevelopers go back and forth in
private negotiations in attempt to
reach a contract.

“It’s a long process and things can
change,” Mayor Mahr said.

The council has stated that its goal
is to redevelop the downtown area in
stages by adding retail, residential
and recreational properties to en-
courage further economic develop-
ment and growth, plus cater to a
variety of community needs. The
council is negotiating with private
developers as the means to achieve
redevelopment.

Three redevelopment proposals
currently exist and they are at various
stages of negotiation between devel-
opers and the borough. Proposals exist
for 222 South Avenue, 224 South
Avenue and the Dean Oil site (at
LaGrande Avenue and Second Street).

The council is considering devel-

oper Michael Marcovecchio’s pro-
posal for 222 South Avenue, which
had previously been approved by the
planning board. In his proposal, Mr.
Marcovecchio seeks property tax re-
lief for five years from the borough.

The tax relief proposed would start
at a zero tax level and increase by 20
percent each year, until reaching 100
percent at the end of year five.

Last week, Helen and Jeffrey Ling
were designated as developers of 224
South Avenue, which is proposed to
be a retail, commercial, and residen-
tial facility. The council is advising
the husband and wife team to help
expedite planning board approval to
assist with achieving the proposed
development schedule.

The council designated Landmark,
LLC in 2002 as the developer of land
referred to as the Dean Oil Site. Frank
Regan, the borough’s legal advisor
relating to developer agreements,
noted that Landmark presented fi-
nancial information to the council on
Tuesday.

In private on Tuesday, the council
discussed the New Jersey Council on
Affordable Housing (COAH) require-
ments plus the financial information
submitted by Landmark.

COAH requirements must be met
before the borough can complete
project agreements with developers.
Under COAH, municipalities must
provide for a predetermined number
of units affordable to low and moder-
ate income households.

The details of the private discus-
sions were not made known.

Westfield Police Chief Bernard  Tracy

Borough Planning Bd. Mulls
Rezoning for Staggard Place

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD  – The borough’s Plan-
ning and Zoning Board of Adjust-
ments voted to enlist the services of
the in-house engineering consultant,
T & M Associates, to review a pos-
sible zoning change for Staggard
Place at their Monday night agenda
meeting.

Zoned as light industrial, Staggard
Place is a one-block street situated
between South and LaGrande Av-
enues in a residential neighborhood.
In June, the board discussed the need
to review the zoning of this street
prior to any large or inappropriate
development being approved.

A proposal was recently submit-
ted to the board by Primavera
Parkview of Cranford for 19
townhouses to be constructed on two,
residential lots on Staggard Place.
The two lots are currently occupied
by single- family homes. The builder
is under contract to purchase those
lots pending planning board ap-
proval. That application is tentatively
scheduled to be heard by the board
in November.

Residents of Staggard Place and
LaGrande Avenue came to the
Fanwood agenda meeting to voice
their opposition to the Primavera pro-
posal. Neighbors to the properties
told The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times that the proposal is too large
for the small street and will cause
traffic congestion, flooding and qual-
ity of life issues in their neighbor-
hood.

Staggard Place resident Joseph
Ursino told the board, “19 homes on
the two properties is ridiculous.”

Mr. Ursino told The Times that
many of his neighbors’ basements
and yards flood and a large develop-
ment would only worsen the prob-
lem. He said that he and his neigh-
bors, who live in a flood-prone area,
do not believe that a storm-water
management plan will contain run-
off. He said that despite storm-water
management requirements, other
new construction in the neighbor-
hood has added to their standing
water problems.

The board’s motion will instruct T
& M to review the zoning and submit
a report to the board within 30 days,
prior to the November hearing.

The board also voted to request
that the zoning ordinance committee
submit their recommendations to the
borough council in 30 days regarding
the placement of cell towers in the
borough. Although towns are required

to permit the placement of cell towers
for the benefit of the public good,
they are permitted to restrict their
placement to appropriate areas.

The board will hear the continua-
tion of an application for the con-
struction of a house at 170 2nd Street
at the next regular meeting. The
board’s attorney will be submitting a
report on the whether the doctrine of
contiguous merger applies to the prop-
erty or whether the property is eli-
gible for variance approval due to
being a hardship.

The property is under the required
75 feet wide requirement as part of R-
75 zone. Neighboring residents op-
pose the application claiming the pro-
posed house is too large for the lot.
The doctrine of contiguous merger
requires undersized lots to be merged
with adjacent properties and not sold
as separate lots, was the case with this
property.

The board also discussed the need
for the master plan committee to for-
mulate a McMansion ordinance that
would place size restrictions on over-
sized homes in residential areas. The
master plan committee will meet to
discuss the proposed ordinance in
two months.

An application for a bulk variance
for a residential addition to a home at
453 Midway was moved to the Sep-
tember meeting of the board as per
the applicant’s request. The addition
to this house has exceeded the allow-
able percentage of lot coverage for
this zone, requiring a bulk variance.
The applicant failed to submit an ap-
plication for a variance prior to be-
ginning construction, officials said.

Several applications are will be
heard at the next regular meeting,
including a driveway widening for
two, adjacent driveways with a com-
mon entryway at 18 and 19 Byron
Lane. A minor subdivision applica-
tion at 54 Stewart Avenue, a use vari-
ance for a two-family at 140 North
Avenue and a fence at 97 Tillotson
Avenue will also be heard at the next
regular meeting.

A residential, second-story addi-
tion was approved by the planning
board at 213 Burns Way. John and
Grace Doll, who are expecting a baby,
requested a bulk variance for a canti-
levered addition for the baby’s nurs-
ery.

The next regular meeting of the
planning board will be on Wednes-
day, August 24 and the next agenda
meeting will be on Monday, Septem-
ber 19. Both meetings are held at 7:30
p.m. in Borough Hall.

mendous achievements of the educa-
tors and staff within the district, and
that it looks forward to a resolution to
the negotiations. She praised the
teachers for maintaining the quality
of education in the district.

“We have great respect for our
teachers and our professional staff,”
said Ms. Nelson.

The Times was unable to reach a
representative from the SPFEA for
comment for this story.

Fiancée Provides Details


