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Michael Pollack for The Westfield Leader
PUPPY DOG EYES…Last Wednesday night, August 10, Westfield’s North Side
Train Station lot played host to a 1950’s themed Car Show and Sock Hop. Outside
of Cheeburger, Cheeburger, Owner Dan Colantuono’s daughter, Olivia, is
transformed into a puppy dog by Tyler Winters, owner of Izzy & Petals Entertain-
ment.

Town Readying for Rumored
Retirement of Police Chief

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD –  Town officials are
preparing for the possible retirement
of Police Chief Bernard Tracy, ex-
pected to occur shortly, sources have
told The Westfield Leader.

Town Administrator Jim Gildea
emphasized to The Leader last Friday
that if Chief Tracy does leave, his
letter to the town would be one of
retirement, not resignation.

“I have received nothing in writing
from the chief and until I do, he is the
chief,” said Mr. Gildea.

Mr. Gildea said he has had conver-
sations with Chief Tracy and others,
indicating that the chief would be
stepping down shortly. He said that
Chief Tracy’s decision might be based
on a potential job offer.

Sources told The Leader that Chief
Tracy was offered a job by the Linden
Board of Education and Superinten-
dent of Schools Joseph Martino.

When reached Monday, Mr.
Martino said, “It’s news to me.”

“Our board of education votes on
those appointments,” he said.

Mr. Martino said he was happy to
hear Chief Tracy would be interested
in working for the board. He said he
only knows the chief professionally.

Calls by The Leader to Chief Tracy
were not returned.

“I’m not aware of the Linden (job
offer),” said Mr. Gildea, who added
that the administrator’s function is to
name both the police and fire chief
positions with the mayor and council’s
approval.

Mr. Gildea said he has spoken with
Mayor Andrew Skibitsky to inform
him of the potential that Chief Tracy
would be leaving the police depart-
ment.

The administrator said if the ru-
mors are true, “I think it would be a
big loss for the town.”

Mayor Skibitsky said he has spo-
ken with both Chief Tracy and Mr.

Gildea. He said the chief indicated
that he might retire soon.

“I don’t think he has made up his
mind, but it is something he is consid-
ering,” said Mayor Skibitsky.

Mr. Gildea said that the town ad-
ministrator appoints both the police
and fire chiefs with the consent of the
mayor and town council. Mr. Gildea
said if Chief Tracy retires, he must do
so in writing. Until that point, the

administrator said there would be no
official action by he or the town’s
governing body.

“At this point, there is no process,”
he said, noting that anything on the
potential retirement is rumor unless a
letter is received from Chief Tracy.

In 2000, the town contracted with
the International Association of Po-
lice Chiefs in Alexandria, Va. to test
the command skills of Captain Tracy
and Captain Clifford Auchter, the two
candidates for police chief that year.
A forensic psychologist also evalu-
ated both candidates.

The Leader has learned that Chief

Tracy might be recommending his
successor. Mr. Gildea said outgoing
chiefs of both the police and fire
departments are asked by the town to
provide a recommendation for the
next chief.

“But the chief does not determine
who appoints his successor,” said Mr.
Gildea.

In addition to submitting a letter,
Chief Tracy would be required to
notify the town’s payroll department
to begin reviewing pension and re-
lated matters such as accrued sick
days and overtime.

“I haven’t even looked at those
numbers,” said Mr. Gildea.

If the chief retires, Mr. Gildea said
he would meet with the mayor and
council in executive session to deter-
mine the selection process for the
new chief. Should the chief leave as
rumored, Mr. Gildea said his recom-
mendation would be to first appoint
an acting chief in order to provide
sufficient time to hire a permanent
chief.

Chief Tracy, who was appointed
police chief in September of 2000,
has been with the department for 32
years.

He took the initiative to have the
John List murders broadcast on
America’s Most Wanted. The airing
of the case led to the capture of List in
1989. List was later convicted of kill-
ing his entire family.

Chief Tracy is a graduate of Roselle
Catholic High School and Union
County College. He joined the
Westfield Police Department in 1974
following a two-year stint in the
United States Army.

After Vacancy, 1 Elm St. Rumored
To Be Tenanted by HSBC Bank

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader
DESERVED RECOGNITION…Sean Baran of Westfield is presented a proclamation from the State of New Jersey last
Thursday at The Leader/Times office, presented by Assemblyman Jon Bramnick. Mr. Baran received national and
international acclaim for his EMT service during the recent subway terrorist bombings in London.

Michael Pollack for The Westfield Leader
UNSAFE STRUCTURE...The former bank building at One Elm Street in Westfield
has an “Unsafe Structure” notice posted on the entrance last week by the building
department. The building has been vacant for seven years as the landowner
continues searching for a business tenant.

DWC Reviews Financial Reports;
Status; Discusses Bd.  Vacancy

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD –  The Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC) held
its monthly meeting on Monday night
where Chairman David Martone dis-
tributed the financial results as inter-
preted in a report of audit by certified
public accountants Suplee, Clooney
& Company for the year ending De-
cember 31, 2004.

DWC Treasurer David Capodanno
was not in attendance so there was no
discussion regarding the audit.

The balance sheet showed a total
liability and equity in the amount of
$230,531 including an unrestricted
fund balance of $154,337. A total of
$75,000 is restricted and the DWC
has earmarked if for a Request for
Proposal (RFP) for several projects
in the downtown area.

The $75,000 for streetscape reno-
vations was authorized by town coun-
cil for specifications as part of the
2004 Capital Improvement budget for
streetscape improvements. The
money will be used to hire an engi-
neering firm, which will develop
specifications for contractors to bid
on for the project.

Some of the projects include an
underground conduit system to get
power lines off of downtown streets,
the parking communication system,
sidewalk replacement and the instal-
lation of new trees and lighting.

Total revenues were listed at
$413,009 with property tax assess-
ment contributing $370,600 to that
amount. The 5K Race and Pizza Ex-
travaganza contributed $26,856 in in-
come to the total with $10,000 com-
ing from sponsorship for the event.

Total expenses for the year were
$410,981 with the largest amount of
outlay being the DWC’s regional ad-
vertising program costing $69,578
and salaries, which total $119,084.

According to the Notes to Finan-
cial Statements of the audit, all costs
of development, construction and ac-
quisition relating to providing public
improvements for the special im-
provement district (SID) are financed
and assessed to properties specially
benefited by such improvements in
the SID. The properties specially ben-
efitted by the creation of the SID are
specified within the Town of Westfield
ordinance.

A special assessment is imposed
and collected by the town with the

regular property tax payment and all
or a portion of such payments are
transferred to the DWC in order to
fund their estimated costs.

In other news, Mr. Martone an-
nounced that the 5K Run and Pizza
Extravaganza, held on July 27, was a
huge success despite the threatening
weather. The annual run, which at-
tracted a record 1,550 runners is a
“signature event, not only in the com-
munity but in the state,” Mr. Martone
stated. “It’s a real grass roots event.”

“It is an amazing event. The volun-
teers do an amazing job,” Mayor An-
drew Skibitsky added.

Mr. Martone also commented that
the Sweetsounds Downtown Jazz
Festivals, held every Tuesday night in
July and August, have been well at-
tended.

“The streets are packed. People are
talking within themselves saying what
a great idea, what a great town,” Mr.
Martone said.

Board member and Town Council-
man Larry Goldman announced that
the DWC has not yet filled the board
position of business owner left vacant
by the resignation of Richard Fromkin
who moved out of the area in June.

The board has been unable to find

By MICHAEL POLLACK
Specially Written For The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The empty build-
ing at 1 Elm Street, at the corner of
North Avenue and Elm Street, recently
sported an “unsafe structure sign” in
its main lobby entranceway. The sign,
put up by the building department,
refers to an incident in March whereby
the bank was broken into.

Despite the fact that the former
bank has been vacant for over half-a-
dozen years, there are no health defi-
ciencies at the site. Registered Envi-
ronmental Health Specialist Tanya
Moon told The Westfield Leader that
despite signs placed by the building
department saying the building is
unsafe, the health department has no
record of any violations in recent
years. Right before the bank closed,
in 1997, Ms. Moon said, “the bank
was cited for a lapse in garbage ser-
vice” and issued a summons.  Since
then,  the site has not been condemned
and has been devoid of rodents or
other  environmental concerns.

Westfield Construction Official
Steve Freedman said he’s, “heard a
rumbling of work being done. There’s
an architect working on the building,
doing boring tests to check the status of
the building.” The work may lead to the
reopening of business at 1 Elm Street as
early as next year. Westfield officials
have not received plans or an applica-
tion for a new tenant, but the building
owner claims a deal is in place.

According to the owner of the build-

ing at 1 Elm Street, the former Core
States Bank at on the corner of Elm
Street and North Avenue will no longer
be vacant. Starting in early 2006, after
a seven-year vacancy, the structure is
slated to be home to Hong Kong &
Shanghai Banking Corporation.

Building Owner Harold Cook III, a
municipal court judge and lawyer with
Perconti & Cook in North Haledon,
told The Westfield Leader, “The lease
has been signed and Hong Kong/
Shanghai Bank (which trades as
HSBC Bank) will come in on the first
floor. The building’s been renovated
and a second floor will be put in.”

Westfield Planning Board Chair-
man Jay Boyle said, “What was ap-
proved about a year and a half ago by

the planning board was a Wolfgang
Puck restaurant. I have no clue about
any further developments.”

Mr. Boyle said that nothing came
to the planning board as an amend-
ment to the original application.

“Our approval was for office space
on the second floor, which was de-
signed into the original application,”
Mr. Boyle added. “We had approved
restaurant space for the first floor and
office space for the second.”

Westfield Town Engineer Ken
Marsh said no application has been
submitted by the bank, but inquires
have been placed with Zoning Offi-
cial Kathleen Neville.

Mr. Marsh said that any offices to
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NJ Dept. of Education  Releases
NCLB School Progress Results

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

BOE OK’s Bid For WHS
Sound Equip., Lighting

By MEGHAN GILL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The board of edu-
cation unanimously approved a bid
Tuesday night to renovate the light-
ing and sound equipment for the
Westfield High School auditorium.

Forty percent of the $689,279
project will be funded by the state,
and with the district picking up the
remaining 60 percent, or $413,567.

The contract was awarded to CV
Electrical Contractors, based in Lin-
den, who submitted the lowest of the
three bids. The other two bids were
higher than the winning bid by around
$300,000, school officials said.

This project will be funded from a
2000 bond “that cannot be used for
personnel and is specifically for
school facilities,” Board Member
Alice Hunnicutt said.

She also pointed out that the win-
ning bid was well within the state
Department of Education’s recom-
mendation for this type of upgrade.

“The equipment has not been up-
dated since the building was con-
structed, in 1950,” Robert Berman,
Board Secretary said.

Board member Gary McGready
pointed out that the state-of-the-art
facility should make WHS an attrac-
tive facility for local professional or-
ganizations to rent out for events. The

board hopes that the project will be
completed by November 20, 2005, in
time for the fall theater production.

Ms. Hunnnicutt said she hopes that
the facility will be used as a tool by
students to learn about audio visual
production and will give students a
chance to become trained in using the
equipment.

“The Facilities Committee is very
excited about this project,” she said.

Some of the high school projects
that have already been completed in-
clude replacement of exterior win-
dows, replacement of 1,100 audito-
rium seats, new floor and ceiling tiles
in the original 1950 building, 1960
addition and auditorium, new bleach-
ers in the varsity gym, and a new girls
athletic complex, a new three-story
55,000-square-foot fully furnished
science addition, new basketball
backboards, the replacement of rub-
ber interlocking floor surface in the
fitness center, and the upgrade of the
varsity gym floor, wrestling gym floor
and gym 5 floor.

Impending bids include the replace-
ment of the main electrical distribu-
tion panel and the upgrade of the
ventilation system in the girl’s locker
room, coach’s office and gym 5.

In the future, the board hopes to
upgrade the balcony restrooms, pro-
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By DON WILLIAMS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

AREA – Edison Intermediate
School in Westfield, Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School (SPFHS) and
Park Middle School in Scotch Plains
were included on a list released Au-
gust 10 by the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Education (NJDOE) of

“Schools In Need of Improvement” -
schools that were designated by the
No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB) as
having failed to meet the guidelines
for adequate yearly progress (AYP).

The 851 schools named on the list
were identified after their standard-
ized test results on the state-man-
dated proficiency assessments fell

below benchmarks set for each grade
level. For 2004-05, the NJDOE man-
dated that 66 percent of eighth grade
students test proficient in Language
Arts Literacy on the Grade Eight Pro-
ficiency Assessment (GEPA), an in-
crease from 58 percent for the 2003-
04 school year. The Mathematics re-
quirement this year was 49 percent,
up from 39 percent in 2003-04. On
the High School Proficiency Assess-
ment, the set rates were 79 percent for
Language Arts Literacy and 64 per-
cent for Mathematics, compared with
the 2003-04 requirements of 73 per-
cent in Language Arts Literacy and
55 percent in Mathematics.

In addition to meeting the total
student body proficiency require-
ments, the test results are broken up
into ten subgroups: total grade popu-
lation, students with disabilities, lim-
ited English proficient (LEP) students,
economically disadvantaged students,
white, Hispanic, African American,
Asian/Pacific Islander and American
Indian/Native American students. A
series of forty indicators are then
evaluated regarding the test results,
including questions of whether at least
95 percent of the total students and
students of students in each subgroup
took the test, attendance rates, and
high school dropout rates. Also, stu-
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Police Chief Bernard Tracy


