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Joining Together as People of Faith
Is Best Defense Against Terrorism

By THE REVEREND ANDREW
HAMERSLEY

I was awake that Thursday morn-
ing, before 6, but I try to get a little
more sleep in the summer months
when school is out, knowing that I
might crave it in the fall when there is
no option. So I was lying there half
asleep when the phone rang. It was
my mother-in-law. She told me to
turn on the TV: big headlines, con-
stant reporting, eyewitness interviews,
changing details, some for the better,
most for the worse. It felt all too
familiar – a terror attack on innocent
people whose only aim was to try to
get to work on time.

Soon, Tony Blair was expressing
his outrage, taking full pauses be-
tween each carefully crafted sen-
tence. Ironically, Rudy Giuliani, the
former mayor of New York, was in
London for meetings and was a
couple of blocks from the site of the
first blast. He commended the Brit-
ish for their preparedness and quick
response. We do not know for sure
who committed these cowardly acts
of murder, but I suspect that soon
they will be better understood as acts
of an ongoing war.

Like many people, my first reac-
tion was to run a sort of Rolodex in
my mind, trying to recall if there was
anyone in the family or parish who
might have been in harm’s way. Soon
news analysts were spelling out what
we already knew, that an attack on
London was just about as close to the
American heart as one could get to
an attack on our own soil. It is a thing
of heritage.

For some among us it is a family
matter. It is a thing of common lan-
guage. For Episcopalians, it is a thing
of the Anglican Communion and
common prayer. And all of that does
not even mention our current allied
political realities.

The reflex is for revenge. But fan-
tasies like the ones I had quickly pan

out to be absurd. Rage and revenge
are probably luxuries that real sol-
diers cannot afford. But terrorism
isn’t usually aimed at soldiers; it is
aimed at people like you and me.
Like it or not, terrorism makes us all
combatants.

As one sorts through one’s re-
sponses, it soon becomes clear how
effective terror is as a weapon. Ter-
ror gets under one’s skin. Terror in-
fects the soul.

In a time such as our own it is
important to state clearly that the
Spirit of God does not endorse politi-
cal parties or even nations. Having
said that, it is just as important to say
that God, as the Creator of the total
human family, surely cannot abide
the wanton and cowardly destruction
of His people. Terrorism means to
leave us feeling helpless. But the
meeting of faithful people across the
divides of culture and tradition to
support each other in the worship of
the one God has to be more powerful
than any bomb.

St. Paul, who apparently knew a
thing or two about ticking people off,
said, “Beloved, never avenge your-
selves, but leave room for the wrath
of God. No, if your enemies are hun-
gry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give
them drink; for by doing this you will
heap burning coals on their heads.”

There will inevitably have to be
both short- and long-term responses.
In the short term, we must support
and rely on the good sense of the
general public and the expertise of
law enforcement to root out terrorists
before they strike again. In the long
term, terror will end when cowardly
fanatics are unable to use poverty and
disenfranchisement as a justification
for murder in the name of God.

* * * * * * *
The Reverend Hamersley serves as

Rector of St. Paul’s Episcopal Church,
located at 414 East Broad Street in
Westfield.

Golden Agers Schedule Trip
To Playhouse In September
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch

Plains Golden Agers Club will kick
off its new club trip year with Charlie
Prose’s Comedy Revue and a lun-
cheon at the Hunterdon Hills Play-
house in Hampton on Thursday, Sep-
tember 22.

Tickets are $65, which includes the
play, lunch and bus ride. The bus will
depart from the lot behind the Scotch
Plains Municipal Building at 10 a.m.

The menu for the occasion will
feature Yankee pot roast, stuffed breast
of chicken, catch of the day, roast
pork with Mandarin orange sauce,
shrimp with scallops and varied ac-
companiments. An elegant dessert
table will follow.  All are welcome to
participate.

The Golden Agers Club offers se-
nior citizens an opportunity to meet
with their peers, share ideas, interact

and obtain information to enhance
daily living.

The club year starts on September
8. Club meetings take place weekly
on Thursdays at 10 a.m. at the Scotch
Hills Country Club, located at Jerusa-
lem Road and Plainfield Avenue in
Scotch Plains.

Membership, theater, musical re-
views and fun activity trips are avail-
able to everyone. For trip details,
please call Jean DeTorre at (908)
889-4121 or Mary De Jesso at (908)
654-4512. General club information
is available through Olga Bruce at
(908) 322-8530.

 Literacy Stations Available
For Children at Library

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Memorial Library has announced that
it has installed two new Early Lit-
eracy Stations, which the library de-
scribes as kid friendly, attractive com-
puter stations that are interactive and
easy to use.

“From the brightly colored keys to
the tiny mouse, this setup draws kids
in and holds their interest,” said Kathy
Muhm, Head Children’s Librarian and
Assistant Director.

These stations are already loaded
with top-rated software geared to-
ward toddlers through third graders,
so children (and their parents) do not
have to handle CDs or worry about

the system setup. The system is so
intuitive that it enables even young
children to work independently, ac-
cording to a library spokeswoman.

While the software emphasizes
reading and literacy, users have the
opportunity to branch out into seven
different subject areas including math-
ematics, social studies, science and
computer skills.

The Westfield Memorial Library is
located at 550 East Broad Street. For
more information about library pro-
grams and services, please call (908)
789-4090, access www.wmlnj.org on
the Internet or visit the library for a
copy of its quarterly newsletter.

Torah Center to Present
Final ‘Temples’ Lecture

WESTFIELD – The Union County
Torah Center in Westfield will present
the fourth and final lecture in its se-
ries on “The Holy Temples: What
They Mean to Us Today” on Tuesday,
August 16, at 8 p.m. at the center.

The topic this time will be “What
You Don’t Know About Kaddish.”
Kaddish, the prayer for the dead, is
described as “the most haunting and
prominent prayer in Jewish ritual.”

Rabbi Mitchell Bomrind will be

the instructor. The session will cover
why death is not mentioned in
Kaddish, how the prayer originated
and how is it meaningful for us today.

“The Holy Temples” series is part
of the summer session of the Jewish
Literacy Program at the Torah Cen-
ter, located at 418 Central Avenue.
There is a $10 suggested donation for
each lecture. For more information
and to respond, please call the center
at (908) 789-5252.

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

child support, division of assets, palimony,

premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,

restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to

changed financial circumstances, residence

removal from New Jersey, visitation

modifications and transfers of custody.

340 North Avenue      Cranford, New Jersey 07016

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ.
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI, HEWIT & PALATUCCI

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net

For More Information:

32 years of continuous practice in Family Law

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration

Panelist 25 years

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Accredited Mediator

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,

Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?
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 Ages 3-5

Kids 'n' Arts
Art  Music  Drama

The New Jersey

&

Workshop for the Arts

AM & PM Classes

150-152 East Broad Street  Westfield, NJ 07090
Register Now!  908-789-9696

Now With Beginner Recorder & Violin Class!

Westfield Residents Receive
Honors at Winston School

WESTFIELD – Westfield residents
Jesse Hayes and Chris Jacob were
honored at the annual Moving On
Ceremony, which was held June 10 at
The Winston School in Short Hills.
Both graduates have completed their
eighth grade year at Winston and will
attend local high schools.

During the ceremony, Jesse was
presented with the 2005 Art Award.
He will continue to pursue his inter-
est in art during his high school years
at the Community School in Teaneck.

Chris received the Reading and
Performing Arts Awards for his out-
standing work in these disciplines.
He will enroll in the fall as a freshman
at the Morristown-Beard School.

The Winston School is an indepen-

dent day school for children in sec-
ond through eighth grade who, al-
though intellectually capable, are
challenged with learning disabilities
including dyslexia and other process-
ing issues.

Winston’s highly individualized
teaching philosophy provides a cus-
tom-fit learning approach for chil-
dren, preparing them to move on from
the school with the skills and confi-
dence needed for success at the sec-
ondary level and beyond.

The Winston School serves stu-
dents from across 30 New Jersey
communities.  For further informa-
tion, interested individuals are in-
vited to visit the school’s website:
winstonschool.org.

SERENGETI SMILES…Youngsters at The Presbyterian Church in Westfield
are pictured having fun while learning about God at this year’s Vacation Bible
Camp, entitled “Serengeti Trek.” Pictured, from left to right, are: Fiona Quinlan,
Jack McCall, Brian Lapham,  Siobhan Quinlan, Jack Cote and Sam Brown. The
Serengeti mural in the background is by Gerry Fahrenthold.

HELPING TO COMFORT CHILDREN…Members of the Handcrafter Group
of the Women’s Association of the Community Presbyterian Church of
Mountainside recently presented Janet Weston, Volunteer Director of Children’s
Specialized Hospital of Mountainside, with fleece blankets which members of the
Handcrafter Group handmade for patients at the hospital. Pictured, from left to
right, are: Gisela Groiss, Jeanne Wilhelms, Ruth Luckenbach and Ms. Weston.

Cadette Girl Scouts Achieve
Silver With Camp Event

WESTFIELD – Cadette Girl Scouts
Jennifer Ames and Marisa Palestino
of Westfield earned their Silver Award
this past spring by planning and car-
rying out a festive day at Camp Lou
Henry Hoover in Middleville for
Daisy Girl Scouts from the Girl Scouts
of Washington Rock Council.

The program afforded the 15 daisy
troops, their leaders, mothers and even
a few dads their first look at Camp
Hoover and all it has to offer the new
scouts.

The girls played games on the sports
field, explored the tent unit sites dur-
ing a hike and made two crafts to
bring home. With good weather, par-
ticipants also were able to enjoy a
picnic style lunch on the sports field.

After lunch, the Daisies visited the
Camp Store and handmade station-
ary that Jennifer and Marisa deliv-
ered to the Westfield National Guard
Armory to be sent to American mili-

tary troops. The girls wrapped up the
day’s activities with a campfire and
song-learning session led by the
Cadette scouts.

Senior Girl Scout Michele Paster,
Cadettes Mia Brody, Samantha Cruz,
Brittany Graham, Lauren Hughes and
Alicia Rogers, along with two junior
Girl Scout participants, helped to
make the day a success.

The Silver Award is the highest
award a Cadette Girl Scout can earn.
To achieve this award, a scout must
complete a 50-hour service project
that includes planning, scheduling and
implementing the project.

Established in the spring of 1957,
the Girl Scouts of Washington Rock
Council serves Girl Scouts in 24 com-
munities in Union, Middlesex and
Somerset Counties, including
Westfield, Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Mountainside, Garwood and Berke-
ley Heights.

SILVER SCOUTS…Westfield Cadette Girl Scouts Marisa Palestino, left, and
Jennifer Ames earned their Silver Award this spring by organizing and carrying
out a daylong event for Daisy Girl Scouts at Camp Lou Henry Hoover in
Middleville. The Silver Award is the highest award a Cadette Girl Scout can earn.

Club Mid includes: 

Sports 

Snack 

Homework Time 

Fitness 

Computers 

Art Activities 

Available 2, 3, 4 

or 5 days/

week until 6:00 

Main Facility 

220 Clark Street  
 

East Broad Street Family Branch 

422 E. Broad Street 

Serving Cranford, Garwood, Mountainside & Westfield since 1923. 

Club Mid participants 
will be bused twice a 
week to the new East 
Broad Street Family 
Branch to use  the   

Pre-Teen/Teen Cardio 
Arcade and Computer 

Learning Center 

908-233-2700 x 273 * www.westfieldynj.org 

THE WESTFIELD AREA Y IS EXPANDING 

ITS CLUB MID AFTER SCHOOL  

PROGRAM FOR ROOSEVELT & EDISON 

STUDENTS.   

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com


