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During the height of the Cuban Missile
Crisis, Americans across the country felt
a sense of unease and apprehension about
the possibility of the Soviet Union attack-
ing the United States.

As a teenager, I remember the feeling
of helplessness that accompanied the fear
of attack. Now more than 40 years later,
the country is faced with a new enemy.
The events of September 11, 2001, brought
to the forefront a new and dangerous
enemy for freedom-loving people around
the globe. American citizens are well
aware that we may again be attacked by
this menacing enemy.

As an assemblyman, I am charged with
the responsibility of seeing that our state
is protected. I was horrified to learn that
state homeland security grants were used
by the Democrats in Trenton as a political
tool.

Of the $8.3 million in local domestic
preparedness grants awarded last year,
$7.8 million went to Democrat-controlled
legislative districts, while only a mere
$523,454 went to Republican districts. It
is unconscionable that the Department of
Law and Public Safety and the Governor’s
Office would politicize something as
important as protecting New Jersey resi-
dents from the threat of terror.

According to a Star Ledger analysis
published on July 13, 2005, funding was
awarded to municipalities with Democrat
mayors by a 7-to-1 ratio. In the 21st
Legislative District, 13 towns applied for
$2.1 million in grant money but received
no funding.

In Union County, Democrat district
communities, Kenilworth and Roselle,
each received $100,000, while bordering
Republican District towns, Cranford,
Roselle Park and Springfield received no
grant money.

In Essex County, the Democrat con-
trolled 27th District municipalities of
Livingston and Maplewood received grant
funds, while neighboring Millburn, who
requested $200,000, was denied funding.

The Democrats insist that the home-
land security grant process has not been
influenced by politics, but the numbers
tell a different and appalling story of
political favoritism.

When you look at the towns that re-

21st District News

Assemblyman Eric Munoz, Summit

State Shouldn’t Politicize
Homeland Grant Process

ceived funding, it doesn’t make sense that
municipalities in my district, which bor-
ders heavily funded Democrat districts,
were completely neglected. In the 21st
Legislative District, we have major pub-
lic transportation systems and health care
facilities. We are only minutes from New
York City and the Port of Elizabeth, yet
we received no money.

There are countless examples state-
wide of how flawed and politicized the
grant approval process has become. In the
9th Legislative District, 17 towns applied
for grants totaling $2.27 million, and only
one town received a grant – for $75,000.
Shockingly, Lacey Township, which is
home to a nuclear power facility, was
denied funding. If nuclear power plants
are not deemed worthy to receive home-
land security monies, then I ask you - who
is?

The fact that 93 percent of the grant
money was given to Democrat-controlled
districts makes it clear that politics was
the driving force in the decision-making
process. This didn’t just happen by acci-
dent. This is politics at its worst.

New Jersey desperately needs to estab-
lish criteria for the distribution of these
grants that will assure the public that
future decisions are based solely on secu-
rity needs.

Along with my colleagues, Senator
Tom Kean, Jr. and Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick, we have urged State Treasurer
John McCormac and Acting Governor
Richard Codey to allow districts that did
not receive funding to resubmit grant
applications for unbiased consideration.

The Codey Administration has the au-
thority to appropriate $40 million from
the Treasury Department originally dedi-
cated to the “Property Tax Assistance and
Community Development Block Grant
program” to fund much needed security
projects.

It is unacceptable that the decisions
affecting the security of our citizens are
dictated by political considerations.

We need to provide for the immediate
and long-term security needs of every
person, neighborhood, and legislative dis-
trict in this state, regardless of their politi-
cal affiliation. The protection of our state
depends upon it.

Political Correctness – Is it
Newspeak all Over Again?

One of the activities young boys enjoyed in
grade school growing up, during recess, was
dodge ball. They took a break from the ABCs,
and for 30 minutes got some exercise and had
a lot of fun. They got clobbered several times
and dished it out too. No one got hurt and they
laughed a lot, slapped each other on the back
and went back to the classroom – perhaps a
little better focused. Little did they realize back
then that all of this was hurting their self-
esteem.

Educators today, under the guise of political
correctness, ban dodge ball and many other
things. To our shock, history books are also
being cycled out of school libraries, not because
they are deteriorated, but as explained to us,
“They are no longer valid.” What happened?
Have the facts of the world changed since then?

Political correctness took another farcical
step last week when the NCAA ruled that the
use of ‘hostile or abusive’ nicknames by its
membership will be banned by sports teams
during postseason tournaments. Member
schools will be prevented from displaying nick-
names or imagery deemed offensive on uni-
forms, clothing, or logos after February 1.

The ruling specifically targeted those using
Native American mascots. They are referring
to Indians, yet they can’t bring themselves to
use the word. Are we soon to no longer be
permitted to use the word Indian without being
attacked and pinned with some derogatory
label, perhaps “culturally hostiphillic or moral-
cultural insensitive?”

Several colleges are affected such as the
“Fighting Illini,” “Utes,” “Seminoles,” “Fight-
ing Sioux of North Dakota,” – naming just a
few. Florida State is mad and might Sioux.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
relented last year to a statewide recommenda-
tion (nearly an edict). Although called the
Raiders, which is politically permitted, their
logo was an Indian chief with feathered bon-
net. I think there were arrows on their football
helmets. I can’t wait to see opening day for
football this year. I guess the Rahway High
School Indians are in real trouble.

Many, including us, think political correct-
ness is a relatively new phenomenon – perhaps
grabbing hold sometime in the 80s after the
‘flower childs’ of the 60s and 70s, but really
picking up speed about a decade ago. Others
might have thought of it as a nuisance, a sign of
the times, which would lose steam and disap-
pear after a period of time.

Conservatives say this is not so. They claim
political correctness really blossomed in a 1923
think tank associated with Frankfurt Univer-
sity in Germany. Bill Lind writes in The Ori-
gins of Political Correctness that, “We call it
“Political Correctness.” The name originated
as something of a joke, literally in a comic
strip, and we tend still to think of it as only half-

serious. In fact, it’s deadly serious. It is the
great disease of our century, the disease that
has left tens of millions of people dead in
Europe, in Russia, in China, indeed around the
world. It is the disease of ideology. PC is not
funny. PC is deadly serious.”

He goes on to say, “Political correctness is
cultural Marxism. It is Marxism translated
from economic into cultural terms. It is an
effort that goes back not to the 1960s and the
hippies and the peace movement, but back to
World War I. If we compare the basic tenets of
political correctness with classical Marxism
the parallels are very obvious.”

We don’t know that political correctness ema-
nates from a great conspiracy or not. But, it
does remind us of Newspeak foretold by author
George Orwell with his fictional language as
part of his 1948 famous book, 1984. Orwell
didn’t intend to get the date right as to when
Political Correctness would take hold. If he
did, 2005 indicates he was a little late. Most
historians say however that Orwell, in seeking
a title for his book, just reversed the date of the
year, 1948.

According to Wikipedia, “The basic idea
behind Newspeak was to remove all shades of
meaning from language, leaving simple di-
chotomies (pleasure and pain, happiness and
sadness, good thoughts and thoughtcrimes)
which reinforce the total dominance of the
State. A staccato rhythm of short syllables was
also a goal, further reducing the need for deep
thinking about language.”

Other authors discussed the concept of Po-
litical Correctness. Brave New World is a 1932
novel by Aldous Huxley that warns of develop-
ments in reproductive technology, eugenics
and mind control, which combine to change a
futuristic society. Huxley foretold of a caste
society comprised of Alpha, Betas, Gammas,
Deltas and Epsilons. One could be a plus or a
minus within caste and each caste wore uni-
forms to identify them by color and they weren’t
allowed to mix. In his society, one really wanted
to be an Alpha, or perhaps a Beta – certainly not
an Epsilon, who by scientific breeding, were
manufactured to be so stupid as to be described
as “semi-morons,” and trained to perform the
most menial tasks without complaint.

So, questions might be, “Is political correct-
ness Newspeak all over again?” And is the
NCAA ruling on mascots just a continuation of
this “dumbing-down” process? Where must
they take this next and who is to be the Alpha,
or the Epsilon-minus?

Would they say that ‘The Fighting Irish’ is
such an abhorrent denigration of a beloved
ethnic culture – one that we, and many others,
have a proud part in- and the use of the phrase
should be banned? But who will tell Notre
Dame that – or who will say it to the Irish
themselves? Apparently not the NCAA.

Excellent Diner
Location Correction

I referred [last week] to the link (Internet
reference to the Excellent Diner, formerly
in Westfield). Unfortunately I made a
mistake.

The Hoagies in Aalen is not the Excel-
lent Diner. Hoagies is just an American
restaurant which is located nearby the
place where the Excellent Diner was. I
personally haven’t seen this restaurant.

But I knew a friend who worked at the
Excellent Diner some years ago. Andreas
told me, that it has been sold to Paris,
France.

He will try to find out where it is now
and maybe he has pictures.

I also try to get more information about
the Excellent Diner.

Patricia Krafzik
D-45889 Gelsenkirchen, Germany

american-diner.com

Reader Responds to
Ratner’s Generalization

I’m shocked that Robert Ratner would
resort to the Michael Moorism that there
exists such a thing as a “perfect textbook
Republican reaction to inconvenient facts”
(“Ratner Articulates on Neo-Communi-
cation”, Letter to the Editor, 8/4).

I would expect one who regularly sub-
mits his insights for publication on this
page to be more sophisticated and nu-
anced in his thinking.

Robert Shire
Westfield

Parent Comments on
Seeing Child Mature
I know I’m not supposed to feel this

way and I’m certainly not supposed to say
it, but I have this immense hole in my
heart because my daughter is away at
camp.

If she reads this she’ll be mortified but
some how this 12 year old girl who is
rapidly ascending to woman hood is break-
ing my heart because she is away for two
weeks in camp.

We know she is fine and no doubt
enjoying the woods and swimming and
sailing, yet somehow not having her in
the house or watching her play softball
with her friends or listening to her as she
explains the world has me caught in my
tracks wondering how she is doing 20
times a day.

I devour her letters and postcards look-
ing for clues to her health and wellbeing.
My wife assures me that ‘She is fine,’ but
I want proof.

Her camp has a website and posts daily
digital photos of their activities so each
morning I log on and scour the site look-
ing for any sightings. I interpret her smiles
or frowns like an old Kremlinologist from
the 60s.

She’ll be back by Saturday and, while
it’s been only 10 days, somehow I feel the
rush of maturity bearing down on her like
a freight train gathering speed as it de-
scends a hill.

Next year, I’ll probably have no such
pangs. She’ll probably want to stay longer
but this year I see the transition from child
to teen and I realize that shortly I will no
longer have first call on my daughter’s
attention. I know it’s inevitable and, like
someone watching a magnificent sunset
at the beach, I want to savor the moment
until the sun has completely passed the
horizon.

Michael Snizek
Westfield

With User Fees, Is WF
GOP Tax, Spend Party?

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Leader and The Times

The Republicans have often called
the Democrats the “tax and spend”
party. Well, has anyone been watch-
ing Westfield’s town government
these days?

Parking fees are 50 cents an hour –
much higher than in neighboring com-
munities. The town said that they
would reduce those fees; we’re still
waiting for that to happen.

And now the mayor and town coun-
cil have decided it’s a good idea to
create user fees for the town’s parks
and athletic facilities. Isn’t that what
taxes are for? This sounds like a
McGreevey administration tactic:
raise fees on everyone and tell every-
one, “but we didn’t raise taxes.”

The council introduced an ordi-
nance Tuesday night that calls for a
$25-per-hour fee for weddings, par-
ties and anyone else who wishes to
use the gazebo in Mindowaskin Park.
Will this apply to the Westfield Com-
munity Band? The ordinance is writ-
ten so generally that it could.

Another $50-per-day fee would be
charged to organizations for permits
to use the park’s picnic area. Rental
of picnic kits will cost you another 10
bucks apiece; however, a $20 fee de-
posit will be charged upfront, which
will be refunded, provided the kits
are returned undamaged and within
three days.

All youth athletic programs will be
charged $10-per-child, per sport for
use of town fields. Of course, these
fees, to be charged to the sports orga-
nizations themselves, are on top of
existing registration fees charged by
the sports programs. The Westfield
Soccer Association charges $75 per
child for its grades 1 through 6 in-
town programs. Games are played
around town, including: Houlihan/
Sid Fay and Tamaques. The Police
Athletic League (PAL) charges $40
per player ($80 per family maximum)
for its fall flag football program.
Games are played at Tamaques Park.
These leagues had better be prepared
for a large number of registrants to
their traveling teams, as no one will
be able to afford to play in Westfield

anymore.
If that weren’t bad enough, non

Westfield-based programs and all
adult leagues will be charged $30 per
game for three-hour time slots. Gee,
this is a good way to say “Welcome
Home to Westfield.” Aren’t many of
these players spending their hard-
earned paychecks in Westfield’s res-
taurants after the games?

The town has applied with the state
to create a dedicated rider account,
similar to one used by the recreation
department for teen programs, to en-
sure that revenue collected from fees
from sports organizations is used
solely for field maintenance. Would
these funds be used to hire an off-
duty police officer to direct traffic?

In addition, groups using the com-
munity room at the municipal build-
ing will be charged a new $10-per-
hour fee. The fee increases to $50 per
hour on weekends and holidays
(double the current charge) with a
three-hour minimum. This money, we
are told, will be used to offset custo-
dian overtime as well as to create a
fund to pay for new tables and chairs
as needed. This will not be a dedi-
cated account, but rather part of the
payroll system.

Wasn’t it Westfield that introduced
fees a few years ago for commercial
video taping, as result of Ed? The
recent Cotton, Inc. commercial taped
on Elm Street was one of the few
done in town since the new fees were
instituted.

With the new user fees, it looks like
the Republicans have come with a
real creative form of pay-to-play.
What ever happened to the four-man
department of public works crew that
was assigned to field maintenance a
few years ago? Did they get pulled off
the fields to fill potholes? Why weren’t
they placed in the recreation
department’s budget in the first place?
Wasn’t the recreation department sup-
posed to be directing field mainte-
nance?

With all the new fees charged by
the state, county and municipality,
hopefully the town doesn’t figure out
how to bottle Westfield air. That would
be another user fee on the books.

Letters to the Editor

‘Save the Island’ Group
Reports Accident

On August 8th at approximately 10:30
p.m., a car lost control on the curve (south
to north) on Cooper Road at Wellington
Downs. It hit the already hit barrier and
required a tow truck to remove it. Police
were at the scene.

This is the same area where a proposed
driveway [for a development] has been
applied for.

Don Cardiff
Scotch Plains ‘Save the Island’

It’s Not a Level Playing Field for
Citizens Re Government Records

The story about access to public records
that appeared in your edition of July 28
requires some amplification of a complex
subject.

Your story, for instance, pointed out
that Tina Renna of Cranford abandoned a
complaint against the Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders after it had been
referred to the state’s Office of Adminis-
trative Law by the Government Records
Council (GRC).

The fact that Ms. Renna dropped her
complaint should not be interpreted as if it
was groundless. Indeed, the very fact that
the GRC – which was created to enforce
violations of the Open Public Records Act
– referred Ms. Renna’s complaint to the
Office of Administrative Law (OAL) is an
indication that it had merit. If Ms. Renna’s
complaint was without merit, the GRC
would have dismissed it, not sent it for
assignment to a judge who has the author-
ity to penalize the record keeper for Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders.

Ms. Renna’s abandoning the complaint,
however, is quite understandable to any-
one who has walked in her shoes. The
OAL is a black hole in which complaints
are log-jammed in a system that creates a
playing field that is not level for the aver-
age citizen. If she were to continue to
pursue her complaint in that system, Ms.
Renna would have been at a disadvantage,
or she would have had to hire a costly
lawyer. The board of freeholders, mean-
while, would have defended its records
keeper with taxpayer money.

One last point that should not be over-
looked: Ms. Renna is a person who be-
lieves that government should be held
responsible for its actions, and no reason-
able person would quarrel with that —
unless, apparently, they work for the
Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders.

Martin O’Shea, NJFOG
NJ Foundation for Open Government

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Mirador – A balcony or gallery com-

manding an extensive view
2. Orlop – The lowest deck of a warship
3. Micturition – The act of urinating
4. Mixen – A compost heap

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

ERINACEOUS
1. Resembling a hedgehog
2. Given to theft or robbery; untrust-

worthy
3. Of or resembling clover
4. Haughty; boastful

ACICULAR
1. Having a notched, indented or scal-

loped edge as certain leaves.
2. Snarly; tangled
3. Having no outlets or pores
4. Slender and pointed, like a needle

ICERYA
1. A gum resin which oozes from the

Indian hemp
2. Scaly, as with fish
3. A scale insect that infests the orange

plant
4. Having a sticky, viscous or gooey

texture
OZOSTOMIA

1. Condition causing excessive belch-
ing or burping

2. Bad breath
3. Heat exhaustion
4. Shortness of breath
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