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County Accepts $1 Mil. for
12.8-Acre Clark Park

CLARK – At its July 28 meeting,
the Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders approved receipt of a
$1 million Green Acres grant from
the New Jersey Department of En-
vironmental Protection to create a
new county recreation area on the
12.8-acre Esposito Park property.

The property, which is located on
Madison Hill Road in Clark Township,
sold for $5.45 million, of which $750,000
was from Green Acres dollars.

Improvements to the park are ex-
pected to cost about $2 million. Half of
the funds will come from New Jersey’s
Green Acres Trust Fund, which pro-
vides funds for park development
projects in highly developed areas.

Entrance to the park will be off of
Madison Hill Road, with a 70-car
parking lot. A high berm, planted
with wildflowers, will run nearly
the entire length of the park along
Madison Hill Road, shielding the

park from the road and neighbors.
A skateboard area will be located

on the northern part of the park.
Nearby will also be a “tot lot,” and
boundless playground for children
with and without disabilities. The tot-
lot is intended for children up to age
three and the playground for children
ages three to 12. Two tennis courts
would also be located on the northern
part of the lot.

The new park will include a soft-
ball field with a soccer field overlay
located in the center of the plot, and
the rear portion will include a band-
stand and picnic area for community
events. A wildflower garden will be
at the southern end of the park.

A community memorial to the men
and women lost in the 9/11 terrorist
attacks will be located at the facility.
Also located there will be a tribute to
the Esposito family, which had worked
the land as a farm for generations.
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Blue 7th Mixes Fun, Politics
At Picnic In Reservation
By JAMES HALLERAN

Specially Written for The Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — Hotdogs,
hamburgers, chips and politics were
featured at The Blue 7th picnic on
August 6 at the Watchung Reserva-
tion in Mountainside.

The founder of the Blue 7th (which
represents the Democrats of the 7th
Congressional District) Nathan Rudy,
the president of the town council of
North Plainfield, founded The Blue
7th with the number one goal to elect
Democrats into congressional dis-
tricts seats in 2006, 2008, 2010 and
beyond in a Howard Dean, grass roots
method to politics.

“There is a large movement of the
Howard Dean World, people who
came out of that campaign to com-
pete in every district in the country.
We are trying to build a model for
how to build an organization so that
(Democrats) can compete in dis-
tricts which are hard to win.”

Among the other 20 people who
were on hand to enjoy the food, was
Assemblywoman Democrat Linda
Stender of Fanwood (D-22nd) who
said she agrees with the grass roots
method to run a successful way of
politicking.

“I think our democracy works bet-
ter when we have grass roots involved.
If we do not have the old grass root
network which you to exist. We need
people involved. Government is only
as good as the people, which we elect.
I see it (Grass Roots politics) as a
tremendous asset. If we do not have
people involved special Interest ill
step in and fill the gap,” Assembly-
woman Stender said.

The reason why Mr. Rudy founded
the group was personal.

“Now that I have a little girl it is no
longer political or partisan, it is per-
sonal. I care about the world she
(daughter) grows up in. I have to
make a difference so that America

stays the great country that it is; in-
stead of changing it to what the right
wing wants it to become,” Mr. Rudy
said.

According to Mr. Rudy, the Blue
7th will not endorse a Democratic
candidate until there is a selection in
the primary, which will be held the
first Tuesday of June 2006. Mr. Rudy
does not want his group in to be apart
of the infighting.

“We plan not to choose sides until
the first Tuesday of June (which will
not be held in the first Tuesday of June
2006) which is the primary. We are not
out to select a candidate,” he said.

Before a candidate is selected the
Blue 7th will keep the voters updated
with the issues in the campaign by
writing letters to the editors of news-
papers, researching issues at the local
libraries, contacting Direct 7th United
States Republican Congressman Mike
Ferguson’s office for clarification of
his positions as well as updating in-
formation on their web site.

According to the picnic coordina-
tor Sherry Truss of Clark, her dissat-
isfaction with the current elected of-
ficials is the reason why she joined
Blue 7th.

“I am disappointed with the ad-
ministration in Washington. I want a
representative that shares my opin-
ions. I was to raise awareness of
Democrats and support other Demo-
crats in the district,” she said.

The Blue 7th is mixing politics with
fun. There are two more picnics
planned for August and September as
well as a baseball game on Monday,
August 29 at Commerce Bank Ballpark
in Bridgewater, home of the Somerset
Patriots. Mr. Rudy feels that politics
does not have to be all work.

“It is not always about work, it is
also about having a good time like
today. It is about fun with family and
getting involved and doing good in
your community,” he said.

Democrats vs. Republicans
Battle for NJ Continues
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Leader and The Tines

Political charges have been flying
back and forth as Democrats and
Republicans do battle this fall for the
Governor’s Mansion as well as for
control of the 80-seat General As-
sembly this fall.

The following is a sampler of some
of the comments the two parties have
made over the past few months.

August 5: The State Democratic
Committee said Republican nominee
for governor Doug Forrester’s sup-
port of President Bush’s prescription
drug program would weaken the
state’s PAAD and Senior Gold pro-
grams.

“The problem with Doug
Forrester’s healthcare position is that
it treats health insurance like car in-
surance, if you get sick, your rates go
up,” said Democratic Assembly-
woman Joan Quigley.

August 4: New Jersey’s daily news-
papers reported that U.S. Senator Jon
Corzine, the Democrats’ nominee for
Governor, had lent than forgave a
$470,000 loan to ex-girl friend and
president of the state’s Communica-
tion Workers of America Local 1034,
Carla Katz, to buy a house.

In response, Republican State Com-
mittee Chairman Tom Wilson said a
released statement: “Here we go
again. This latest revelation under-
scores the real crises occurring in
Trenton. The cozy relationship be-
tween the state’s leading Democrats
and special interest groups continues
to grow deeper and more troubling.
The public is, and rightfully should
be, outraged.”

Senator Corzine told The Star Led-
ger: “It will make no difference in my
ability to be governor and to make
sure that those who negotiate for the
State of New Jersey are representing
the people of this state and not an
individual interest.”

The CWA is the largest state work-
ers union.

August 4: The Democrats de-
manded that GOP Gubernatorial can-
didate Doug Forrester release finan-
cial records of his company, Benecard.
Congressman Robert Menendez of
Hudson County accused Mr. Forrester
of funneling profits from the com-
pany to a Washington, D.C.-based
subsidiary, Heartland Fidelity, in or-
der to avoid New Jersey taxes.

In response Sherry Sylvester,
Forrester Campaign spokesperson,
responded in The Star Ledger that all
taxes were paid. “There are a number
of reasons why Heartland is doing
business in D.C., but low taxes is not
one of them.”

August 4: Sal Risalvato, Coali-
tions Director for the State Republi-
can Committee, sent a letter out to
Republican lawyers regarding the fall
election: “The upcoming election in
November will be a challenge to as-
sure that the Democrats play fairly
and by the rules. In order to accom-
plish this, the Republican Party will

need to fully staff each county with
compliment of capable lawyers.”

August 1: Scotch Plains Mayor
Martin Marks blasted Senator Corzine
over his property tax plan during a
Statehouse press conference. “Once
again the Democrats have failed to
move the constitutional convention
initiative forward…His talk about real
reform is all process and no sub-
stance.”

August 1: The State Democratic
Committee charged in an Asbury Park
Press report that Mr. Forrester ben-
efited from no-bid contracts and pay-
to-play contributors, including 100
county, municipal and school board
contracts, in New Jersey.

Rep. Frank Pallone of Monmouth
County called Mr. Forrester, “the king
of pay-to-play.”

Mr. Forrester was quoted as saying
the pay-to-play examples Democrats
gave were inaccurate because the
contracts predated the contribution
or the donation was made to body that
did not have control over the con-
tract.”

“This is Doug’s defense? Sounds
like a ‘goofy’ defense to me. Mr.
Forrester called the Democrats latest
attempt to discredit him ‘goofy.’ Is
$160 million in no-bid contracts
‘goofy?’” the State Democratic Com-
mittee said in responding to the ar-
ticle.

July 29: Responding to reports that
$7.8 million of $8.3 million in home-
land security grants were given to
Democrat legislative districts, Assem-
bly Republican leader Alex DeCroce
questioned the entire grant process.

“I would love to know who was
briefed on these grants, because I was
never asked to participate and as far
as I know, members of my caucus
were not asked to participate,” said
Assemblyman DeCroce.

July 29: Democrats questioned
why Mr. Forrester hadn’t fought for
an additional $1 billion in federal
highway dollars to New Jersey from
the initial $4.6 million proposed by
President Bush over five years.

“It is frightening to think about
Doug Forrester actually being the
Governor of the State of New Jersey
when he has remained silent as Presi-
dent Bush’s transportation’s policies
would have meant more motorists
sitting in traffic and transit riders not
finding seats to sit in the morning
commutes,” said State Democratic
Party Chairwoman Bonnie Watson-
Coleman.

July 27: In regards to the potential
closing of Fort Monmouth, Republi-
can Committee Chairman Tom Wil-
son said, “While Republicans and
Democrats are working overtime to
prevent the closure Fort Monmouth,
Jon Corzine failed to be an effective
advocate for New Jersey and now
thousands of jobs may be lost.” Mr.
Wilson said Senator Corzine failed to
ensure New Jersey received its fair
share of the $28 million National
Emergency Grant (NEG) funds.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MEETING YOUR CONGRESSMAN… Free from a break in Washington,
Congressman Mike Ferguson stopped by the Westfield Train Station last Wednes-
day to hear what constituents had to say.

Recent Home Sales

             WESTFIELD
Steven and Susan Lyons to Ken-

neth and Karen Mangam, 836 North
Avenue, East, $408,000.

Paul A. & Cynthia Laface to Seth
and Elizabeth Brown, 619 Maple
Street, $720,000.

Northeast Group, LLC to Richard
W. and Ann K. Humiston, 515
Sherwood Parkway, $749,000.

Louis Garfias to Sirva Relocation,
LLC 713 Girard Avenue, $566,000.

Sirva Relocation, LLC to Estrella
I. Rodriguez, 713 Girard Avenue,

$566,000.
Joseph E. Cathy Lee Tomlinson

to Christina A. Martini, 618 Ar-
lington Avenue, $1,100,000.

Joseph A. and Carol  E.
Catanzaro to M&M Continental,
L.L.C., 25 East Broad Street,
$600,000.

Leo C. and Sandra White to Robert
Ripper, 779 Hancock Street,
$649,000.

Ellen K. Carchia to Jennifer and
Peter Asselin, 552 Pierson Street,
$480,000.

ON THE MOVE – Before relocating from Westfield to Cranford, Periwinkles
announced sweepstakes winners including: Cathy Miller (wine cabinet), Judith
Bruckner (Baldwin lamp) and Maryann Molinelli, (hand painted chest). Gift
certificates of $25 each were won by: Shawn Hanna, Nancy Dougherty, Carolyn
Greasham and Barbara McMahon. Pictured above are Elaine Moffett, owner,
(left) and the staff.


