
Page 8 Thursday, August 11, 2005 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES                        A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Fred K. Lecomte for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GETTING THEIR HOPES UP… Greengrass Landscape sponsors Marjorie and
Frank Cuccaro and Keith Joy wonder how the Hunter Avenue softball men can
bounce back, trailing, 6-3 in the Fanwood Old Men’s Softball Association
championship game last Friday. Montrose clinched, 11-5.

lar pints of Amstel Light and
Heineken.

No one may be able to predict
Sunday’s PGA winner, but all in the
area are in agreement that the hoopla
surrounding these pros is a definite
benefit.

“Westfield is not one of the host
towns, but we are hopeful that given
our close proximity to Springfield,
we will see increased traffic,” said
Ms. Cronin.

“I’ve never seen anything like this,
in terms of the abundance of people,
and I’m a Scotch Plains kid,” relayed
Mr. Marino of the Grand Summit
Hotel. “It is quite a feat, especially
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PGA Championship
Golf at Baltusrol

with this being Tiger’s (Woods) first
time competing in New Jersey. It will
have a huge impact (here) all for the
better.”

Westfield Fire Chief Dan Kelly
said, “We have several fire fighters
stationed at the PGA tournament
for fire safety. The Westfield Fire
Department in conjunction with
Summit, Union and Millburn have a
joint mutual aid agreement to help
cover Springfield during the Cham-
pionship.” He added that planning
for the fire protection started a year
ago with the New Jersey State Po-
lice Office of Emergency Manage-
ment.

PGA DONATION…The PGA named the Union County Kids Recreation Trust
Fund as one of more than 50 non-profit organizations they are supporting during
the 87th PGA Championship being held August 8-14, 2005 at the famed Baltusrol
Golf Club in Springfield. Presenting a check for the $25,000 donation to the trust
fund is John Huneke (2nd from left) of Summit, the General Chairman of the
Championship. Union County Freeholders pictured with Mr. Hunke, from left to
right, are: Chester Homes, Rick Proctor and Al Mirabella.

Drunk Driving Crackdown
Announced For Region

SCOTCH PLAINS – Chief Mark
Zyla of the Scotch Plains Police
Department announced its plans to
participate in the You Drink and
Drive, You Lose Nationwide crack-
down from August 19 to September
5. This is the second since all 50
states and the District of Columbia
enacted 0.08 Blood Alcohol Con-
tent (BAC) laws for impaired driv-
ing. Additionally, for the first time,
the crackdown will take place dur-
ing Labor Day period to target the
end-of-summer impaired driving
problem.

Chief Zyla reminds everyone: Be

responsible and don’t risk it. You
will be caught, If you plan to drink,
choose a designated driver before
going out, take mass transit, a taxi-
cab, or ask a sober friend to drive
you home, spend the night where the
activity is held, report impaired driv-
ers to law enforcement and always
buckle up – it’s your best defense
against an impaired driver.

For more information about the
crackdown or alcohol – related
crash statistics,  visit
www.stopimpaireddriving.org, or
contact the Scotch Plains Police
Department at (908)-322 7100.

Law Firm Hosts British
Intern, Edward Kemp

SCOTCH PLAINS – Jon M.
Bramnick, senior partner of
Bramnick, Rodriguez, Mitterhoff,
Grabas & Woodruff LLC has an-
nounced that Edward Kemp of Lon-
don, a British barrister intern, is spend-
ing the summer as an intern.

Jon Bramnick, former President of
the Richard J Hughes Inn of Court
and Certified Civil Trial Attorney,
traveled to London last year and met
with barristers from the Honorable
Society of the Inner Temple in Lon-
don, one of the oldest Inns of Court in
England. The Inn leadership requested
Bramnick’s firm to accept an intern
for the summer.

Edward Kemp was delighted to
accept a Sir Joseph Priestly Scholar-
ship from the Inner Temple to travel
to the United States to undertake an
internship at Bramnick, Rodriguez.
He was an undergraduate at King’s
College London and The Sorbonne
in Paris, and received law degrees
from both jurisdictions. He then stud-
ied for an LL.M at University Col-
lege London and received that de-
gree with merit. Edward Kemp com-
pleted Bar School in June and will
be joining 12 King’s Bench Walk,
one of the leading Personal Injury
Barristers’ Chambers in England and
Wales, this fall.

who has dealt with Mr. Weiss many
times during her frequent visits to the
library. “I just wish I had been there.
I feel like maybe I could have seen
something or done something. He’s
such a nice guy.”

Mr. Roskin has reportedly had dif-
ficulty sleeping since the incident.
He also remains puzzled by Ms.
Dunlap’s actions, stating that
throughout the years she has called
the library occasionally to speak to
Mr. Weiss and seemed quite cordial.

He spoke very fondly of Mr. Weiss
and his fiancée, Mary Olive “Mo”
Smith, who were supposed to be
married last Saturday but have re-
portedly postponed the wedding un-
til Thanksgiving weekend.

“Dan and Mo are just wonderful,
and they sing so beautifully together,”
said Mr. Roskin, recalling the couple’s
performances at the staff’s holiday
parties. “They’re solid people, so I
know they’ll be able to get through
this. I just really hope this won’t
affect his being able to sing.”

In Westfield, Ms. Dunlap’s neigh-
bors on Harding Street are simply
stunned by her alleged actions. Trish
Cheek, who lives nearby on the op-
posite side of the street, was first
alerted of the incident when her hus-
band noticed several Westfield pa-
trol cars circling their block several
times last Monday, an unusual oc-
currence in this quiet family neigh-
borhood.

Ms. Cheek, who is employed by
the Westfield Board of Education,
was very surprised to find out why
the police cars were on her street.
She stated that while Ms. Dunlap
and her 19-year-son had basically
kept to themselves, they had previ-
ously attended the neighborhood’s
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block parties and were always pleas-
ant and seemed very “normal.”

She remarked at how beautifully
Ms. Dunlap had redecorated her
house and maintained her meticu-
lous landscaping, and how proud
she had seemed of her property.

“I just feel really bad for everyone
involved,” Ms. Cheek remarked. “I
feel bad for her ex-husband, I feel
bad for her son, and I feel bad for
her.”

Neighbor Mike Venezia was also
taken aback to learn that someone
who allegedly committed a violent
crime lived on his street.

“I guess you never really know
your neighbors,” he commented.

And while other neighbors were
shocked as well, many contended
that they did not feel in any way
alarmed because they believed this
was most likely an isolated domestic
issue between Mr. Weiss and Ms.
Dunlap.

Chris Cahill, manager of Irma’s
Hallmark in Fanwood located a few
blocks from where the alleged stab-
bing occurred, expressed her sur-
prise and sadness to learn of the
incident and wished Mr. Weiss well.

She is also friendly with Jan Sil-
ver, who was reportedly in the li-
brary when Mr. Weiss was wounded,
and said she wouldn’t have wanted
to be in her shoes.

“Stuff like this can really happen
anywhere,” Ms Cahill remarked.
“You just don’t want to hear that it
happened close to where you live or
work.”

At press time, Ms. Smith reported
that Mr. Weiss has already gotten his
voice back and that it is predicted to
be “100 percent” soon. He was ex-
pected to return home by mid-week.

Fanwood & Scotch Plains Set
Joint Professional Meeting

SCOTCH PLAINS — The
Fanwood Business and Professional
Association and the Scotch Plains
Business and Professional Associa-
tion will hold another joint meeting
on Thursday, August 25 at The Stage
House Restaurant & Wine Bar in
Scotch Plains.

The event is free for paid members
of either organization or $5 for addi-
tional member, guest or nonmember.

Area businesses are encouraged to
attend the gathering for fun, food,
drinks and networking.

Please RSVP to SPBPA board
member Jeff Stein at 908-322-6774
or send an e-mail to
info@visitscotchplains.com. For
more information, see
www.fanwood.biz.

All attending can look forward to a
relaxed summer evening of fun.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
JOINT BUSINESS MEETINGS…The business and professional organizations
of Scotch Plains and of Fanwood held a successful joint meeting in July at the Sun
Tavern in Fanwood and will repeat the event on August 25 at the Stage House in
Scotch Plains.

Union County to Present
Special Recycling Event

SCOTCH PLAINS – Union
County will sponsor a recycling event
on Saturday, August 20, allowing
county residents to dispose of house-
hold special waste, old automobile
tires and old ammunition and fire-
works in an environmentally appro-
priate manner.

The collection will take place from
8 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Union County
Vocational-Technical Schools, lo-
cated at 1776 Raritan Road in Scotch
Plains.

All residents of Union County are
eligible to participate at no cost. This
event is for residents only; businesses
are not eligible to participate.

The Union County Division of Po-
lice will collect old ammunition and
fireworks at this special recycling
event. For more information about
the ammunition and fireworks col-
lection, please call the Union County
Division of Police at (908) 654-9805.

“This special household waste re-
cycling program is an opportunity
for Union County residents to prop-
erly dispose of hazardous items that
are found around the home,” said
Rick Proctor, Chairman of the Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers.

“The end result is safer homes and
a cleaner environment for our fami-
lies and our neighbors,” he added.

Pre-registration is not required for
this special Saturday collection. All
residents need to do is drive to the

site with their household special
waste and automobile tires, and fol-
low the blue and white signs for the
John H. Stamler Police Academy.
Workers at the site will unload the
vehicles. There is a limit of eight
automobile tires (without rims) per
household.

“Household special waste” in-
cludes oil-based paint and varnish,
antifreeze, aerosol cans, pool chemi-
cals, corrosives, pesticides, herbi-
cides, solvents, thinners, fire extin-
guishers, motor oil and oil filters,
gasoline, batteries, thermostats, fluo-
rescent bulbs (unbroken) and mer-
cury switches.

Only materials in original or la-
beled containers will be accepted.

Latex (water-based) paint and
empty cans will not be accepted.
They should be disposed of by being
placed in with regular garbage. Left-
over latex paint can be air-dried or,
to hasten the drying process, cat lit-
ter and/or newspaper can be added.

A complete list of the materials
that will be accepted on August 20 is
available at the Union County Bu-
reau of Environmental Services
website: www.ucnj.org/oem.

The household special waste col-
lection will be held rain or shine.
Proof of Union County residency
will be required. For more informa-
tion, please call the Union County
Bureau of Environmental Services
Hotline at (908) 654-9889.

Governor Brings Public
Advocate Back to State

Boro Receives Bid For Work
On LaGrande Tennis Courts

By SARAH MASEL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The Fanwood Rec-
reation Commission held a meeting
on July 27 to discuss various topics
concerning the committee.

The commission announced that
the borough received a bid of
$190,000 to complete the resurfac-
ing of the tennis courts at LaGrande
Park.

The borough’s website was also
an issue discussed briefly by the com-
mission. The commission is hoping
to update information regarding rec-
reational matters on the site. Volun-
teers are still needed in order to main-
tain the website’s $500 annual bud-
get.

During a discussion on the
LaGrande Park improvements, it was
noted that Mayor Colleen Mahr has
requested that the park’s bathrooms
open longer throughout the day. Be-
cause of problems with vandalism,
the commission has been wary of
extending restroom hours.

To decrease these common misde-
meanors, it has been advised that the

borough police randomly check on
the bathrooms twice every 12 hours.
Installations of video cameras and
signs stating that the bathrooms are
being monitored were also recom-
mended by the commission, as well
as fixed time-release locks.

After these locks are placed in the
doors, the bathrooms will be open
from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m., officials said.

The director’s report, given by
Recreation Commission Chairman
Linda Caminiti, consisted of only
good news as about 100 children
registered to participate in LaGrande
Park’s summer program, which is a
record high number of campers. Vari-
ous children’s films have also been
displayed in the park and all of these
viewings have resulted in favorable
outcomes.

The commission also took into
account the upcoming Fanny Wood
Day, which will take place on Sun-
day, September 11. Pie eating con-
tests, a Mr. and Mrs. Fanny Wood
competition, a best beard contest,
and a DJ are all scheduled festivities
for the annual borough tradition.

TRENTON — Acting Governor
Richard Codey recently signed the
legislation that will bring the office of
the Public Advocate back to New
Jersey.

For twenty years, the Public Advo-
cate served as an independent voice
for the people, representing the inter-
ests of the average citizen against all
others, including government itself.
It was eliminated by former Gover-
nor Whitman in 1994.

With this legislation, the people of

New Jersey again have the guarantee
of an independent champion of their
interests.

Governor Codey first proposed the
return of the Public Advocate as a part
of his State of the State Address ear-
lier this year. It was one of the many
reform initiatives created in his ef-
forts to restore public faith in New
Jersey government.

For more information on the Public
Advocate and other ethics reform ini-
tiatives, visit www.nj.gov/governor.

Internet café-type business on Park
Avenue, which sought permission to
place tables and chairs on the side-
walk. In a report to the Council, Mr.
LaCosta urged that the permit not be
approved because of several viola-
tions he had found, including the fact
that Gameland has continued to place
tables and chairs outside its doors this
year despite its initial permit expiring
at the end of last year.

The business was also shutdown
by the Health Department for two
days in June for unspecified reasons.
After Mr. LaCosta told the council
that Gameland “has not earned a re-
newal” and Councilwoman Malool
called the violations “unfortunate”
and “blatant,” the council voted unani-
mously to reject the application.

The township government will se-
riously explore the development of
an 18-hole miniature golf course at
Scotch Hills Country Club. The coun-
cil awarded a $24,000 contract to
Hatch Mott McDonald, an engineer-
ing consultant, to perform prelimi-
nary work on the proposed site, which
is on the triangular-shaped piece of
land at the northern tip of the golf
course property where Plainfield Av-
enue and Jerusalem Road intersect.

The engineering work will be
funded by the local Open Space Trust
Fund. It’s expected that the engineer-
ing study will be completed in about
two months, after which, bids for
construction could be advertised.

The miniature golf course, which
would be owned by the township,
will likely be built in 2006.

The council also approved a grant
request to Union County’s Field
Lighting Program for up to $200,000
in matching grants to be used to light
one of the township’s ballfields. Point-
ing out that there are presently no
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lighted fields in Scotch Plains, Mayor
Marks said that “it’s time we do it,”
noting that a lighted ballfield will
expand that field’s usability and “re-
ally be beneficial to our recreation
programs.”

There was no indication of which
field may be slated for lighting.

The Union County government re-
cently sent a letter to Scotch Plains
outlining its fall leaf pick-up plans
for county roads. Under new storm
water management regulations, leaves
must be picked up within seven days
of a scheduled pick-up. The county
plans two pick-ups on county roads
between November 1 and the end of
December.

Park Avenue and North Avenue will
have two pick-ups on November 1
and December 1; Mountain Avenue
is set for November 3 and December
2; Front Street and Willow Avenue
will have leaf pick-ups on November
4 and December 2/3; Raritan Road
and Terrill Road are scheduled for
November 7 and December 6; Martine
Avenue is set for November 9 and
December 7; Lamberts Mill Road
will have leaf pick-ups on November
10 and December 8; and leaves on
Sky Top Road will be collected on
November 29 and December 27.

At the beginning of the meeting,
Sister Lee Ann Amico of McAuley
School for Exceptional Children pre-
sented plaques of thanks to represen-
tatives from the police and fire de-
partments for their efforts in the re-
cent charity softball game, which
raised $18,000 for the school.

The council also passed a resolu-
tion congratulating Bryan Correll on
achieving the rank of Eagle Scout in
the Boy Scouts of America.

The council’s next regular meeting
will be on September 13.

Mayor Mahr Discusses
Redevelopment, Grants

By MEREDITH MANNINO
Specifically Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – Fanwood’s use of
grant money and redevelopment ef-
forts that would retain the borough’s
small-town historic character took cen-
ter stage at Tuesday’s council meeting.

During the section of the meeting
open to public comment, resident
Maureen Mawby addressed the coun-
cil, inquiring about public access to
the school and community budgets.
She also asked about some grants that
had been awarded to Fanwood in the
late 1990s.

Mayor Colleen Mahr explained that
Fanwood’s budget is available for the
public to view at www.visitfanwood.com.
She noted that residents also are more
than welcome to review the budget at
Borough Hall.

In relation to the school budget, offi-
cials suggested that Ms. Mawby contact
Councilman Stuart Kline, who serves as
the council’s Liaison to the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education.

In relation to Ms. Mawby’s grant
question, Mayor Mahr explained that,
upon being elected, she really had to
prioritize which grants needed to be
spent immediately, while also work-
ing through some difficult transitions.

The mayor said certain grants that
had been allocated to Fanwood years
ago had to be used immediately or they
would be lost, and Fanwood’s chances
of receiving more grant money from
the state would decrease if this pattern
continued of not using grant money.

“We are a small municipality with a
small professional staff. We have one

engineer, one department of public
works director, and we had to take care
of projects whose grant money had to
be moved forth,” Mayor Mahr said.

She added that some grant dollars
only paid for pieces of specific
projects, so the borough had to figure
out how to get more funds.

“We’re cleaning up our house, but
everything is moving along just fine,”
she said.

Mayor Mahr presented Jeff and
Helen Ling with a resolution that
designates their business, Enchant-
ments Properties, LLC as the rede-
veloper of 234 South Avenue.

“As the new redevelopment plan
unfolds, we will attract more busi-
ness for the whole area,” said Mrs.
Ling. She also noted that the redevel-
opment plan will attract more people
– prospective Fanwoodians and non-
residents alike – to the borough.

In other redevelopment news, a reso-
lution was passed awarding a profes-
sional services contract to Schoor
DePalma, located in southern New Jer-
sey. Schoor DePalma will use its exper-
tise to suggest the best layout plans for
the parking lot at LaGrande Park.  The
borough is able to afford such profes-
sional services through a grant known
as the Smart Growth Grant.

Additionally, a resolution was
passed awarding Kupper Associates
of Piscataway a professional services
contract to advise  on the construction
of the community house streetscape,
the lighting and parking lot resurfac-
ing, and both the design and construc-
tion of the LaGrande Park tennis courts.


