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Fred K. Lecomte for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GIVING IT MY BEST WHACK…Children with cerebral palsy retrain their
motor functions through a “Constrained Induced Movement Therapy” program
offered at TumbleJam in Scotch Plains. It forces the retraining of muscles through
the use of games and functional activities.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
WISHES FOR QUICK RECOVERY…The Fanwood Library provides a get well
book for residents to sign in providing their best wishes for a speedy recovery to
library director Dan Weiss who is recovery from a knife wound that he suffered
last week during an attack from his ex-wife.

Union County in Full Swing
Over PGA Golf at Baltusrol

By LAURA A. DEBRIZZI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA — The area of Union
County may be catching its first
glimpse of New York City congestion
as Springfield’s Baltusrol Golf Club
hosts one of the season’s four golf
majors this week: The 87th PGA
Championship (Aug. 8-14).

While avid followers of the sport
wait in anticipation to see if defend-
ing champ Vijayh Singh can hold
onto the Wanamaker Trophy and stop
Tiger Woods mid-swing, local hotels
and restaurants prep for an influx of
pedestrians not seen in the area since
1994 when World Cup fever soared at
the Meadowlands in Rutherford.

Local golf enthusiasts are gladly
fighting the traffic and parking chal-
lenges to attend the championship.
Many are combining family and busi-
ness pleasures to enjoy the event.
Typical of those from the area, Tim
Smith of Scotch Plains is attending
with his dad, Jack Smith of Westfield,
along with his brother Mike and busi-
ness associates from Philadelphia.

“We estimate an attendance of
50,000 to 60,000 people a day (in and
around the area),” informs Spring-
field Police Sergeant Richard
Mickles.

Preparations have been underway
in some instances since as early as
two years ago, so that hotels in par-
ticular could reap the proper rewards
such a massive event brings.

“When our guests arrive, they will
also receive a ‘Welcome’ letter with
lists of restaurants and special attrac-
tions in our area, such as the mall at
Short Hills and Trap Rock Restaurant
and Brewery in Berkeley Heights, as
well as the hotel’s own Hunt Club
Grill restaurant – all carte blanch,”
said Michael Marino, Assistant Gen-
eral Manager of the Grand Summit
Hotel in Summit, which is pulling out
all the stops for its sport-enthusiast
guests, many of whom include VIPs
of the PGA.

“And, of course, we will have cov-
erage of the PGA tour all throughout
our hotel on big screen televisions,”
he said.

Karen Baglieri, Director of Sales
and Catering at Springfield’s Holi-
day Inn, will follow a similar course
of action.

“We will be providing our guests
with many conveniences, including
continental breakfasts and shuttle ser-
vice,” she said.

In terms of business, what with
their many international guests -
“Some as far as Europe and Asia,”
relays Ms. Baglieri – she expects to
see a 50 percent increase in visitors.

While both lodgings cited vacan-
cies, once mid-week hits, it will be
easier and cheaper for travelers to
snag an autograph from pro Phil
Mickelson than a room.

“From Wednesday - Sunday, we
are completely sold out,” confirmed
Mr. Marino.

One will find himself or herself in
a similar situation at the Holiday Inn,
where not one suite is available for
rent and even a regular room, from
Friday on, will cost you as high as
$270 a night – up from $139 on the
average summer weekend.

Downtown Westfield will also be
in celebratory mode in honor of the
PGA’s visit. Sherry Cronin, Down-
town Westfield Corporate’s (DWC)
Executive Director, hoped residents

would take advantage of the fun be-
ing offered at “19 Holes of Westfield;”
offered Tuesday evening, as revelers
grooved to the tunes at the downtown
jazz festival. A 1950s Car Show and
Sock Hop was offered Wednesday
night at the North Side
Train Station. Tonight an
all day “Sales on the
Green” sidewalk sale
will be held.

“There are 19 golf
flags in buckets with
green mats spread out
around downtown to help
promote the events and
give the retailers/restau-
rants opportunities to run
promotions in their es-
tablishments,” said Ms. Cronin.

Sonny Acquaviva, manager/owner,
of Westfield’s own Acquaviva delle
fonti, predicted a boost in business by
around 20 percent.

“We will have the same menu, but
add some nice upscale specials as
well,” he elaborated. “Someone from
the PGA came into our restaurant a
while ago to prepare us for the pos-
sible crowds. We are ready for any-

thing; we have extra food and staff all
awaiting the arrivals of our out-of-
town guests.”

The Mojave Grill on North Avenue
is equally prepared and hopeful of the
potential business the PGA could

bring.
“We are very excited

that our area is going to
host such a wonderful
event and we know that
Westfield will be ready
to accommodate and
impress all of the specta-
tors,” noted Michael
Pease, Mojave Grill’s
General Manager.

“As always the restau-
rant will have daily din-

ner specials that are assured to be
excellent,” he continued, with a laugh,
“I can’t give away any secrets. We
wish all the competitors good luck
and hope they bring their appetites
(after the tournament).”

In nearby Cranford, the Office Beer
Bar & Grill will raffle off a Callaway
Golf bag to patrons tonight in addi-
tion to offering the special of $3 dol-

FATHER-SON: Jack
and Tim Smith team up
with tickets to the PGA.

Fanwood Council Advances
Redevelopment Zone Project

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The Fanwood Bor-
ough Council acting as the Down-
town Redevelopment Agency at their
Tuesday night meeting approved the
second application for a downtown
redevelopment project.

Helen and Jeff Ling, who own En-
chantments on South Avenue, have
formed Enchantments Properties,
LLC, listed in South Orange, as the
development company submitting the
application. They are proposing to
renovate the building at 224 South
Avenue, which now houses Enchant-
ments and several vacant stores. The
building, which was ravaged by fire
in 2004, will be razed to make way for
a three-story, mixed-use commercial
and residential development on the
site.

The ground floor layout of the build-
ing will be approximately 6,000
square feet, with a building height of
35 feet, according to plans submitted
to the borough.

The lot is adjacent to the
Marcovecchio development, located
at 222 South Avenue, which was the
first application approved by the
Downtown Redevelopment Agency
in June. The two developments are
similar in square footage, style and
height.

Architect for the project, Rocco
Campanella of Architecture Plus in
Raritan, described the proposed build-

ing as a Gothic-Victorian style, mixed-
use development that meets all of the
design requirements of the Down-
town Redevelopment Plan and is con-
sistent with Fanwood’s Victorian de-
sign style.

The ground floor would house four
retail stores or offices, approximately
1,300 square feet each. Eight condo-
minium units would occupy the sec-
ond and third floors, with four condo-
miniums on each floor. The sizes of
these units will vary from 1,300 square
feet to 1,662 square feet. Each unit
will have two bedrooms, one-and-a-
half baths, a walk-in closet and a
laundry room. The developers ap-
proximate that they will sell for
$390,000.

The location and layout of the resi-
dential units is designed in conjunc-
tion with Fanwood’s transit village
designation being within walking dis-
tance of the train station, and appeal-
ing to business professionals, com-
muters and retirees, the developers
stated in their application. This will
add tax revenue without adding an
additional burden on the school sys-
tem, the application states.

The parking lot to the rear of the
building will hold 23 parking spaces
with two handicap spaces as man-
dated by ordinance.

The retail space is expected to rent
for approximately $20 per square foot
and will rent to small businesses or
retail stores. Enchantments will re-
occupy one of the four units.

Now that the application has been
approved by the borough council, it
will proceed to the planning board for
their review and recommendations.
The application will then be for-
warded back to the council, which
may incorporate the planning board’s
recommendations into the final ap-
proval of the application.

The Revised Downtown Redevel-
opment Plan, which was approved by
the borough in January of 2005, re-
quires all owners of buildings in a
designated area of the downtown to
renovate or redevelop their buildings
within five years of the first applica-
tion, which was approved in June of
this year. The RDRP has numerous
design guidelines and requirements,
which developers must meet in ac-
cordance with Fanwood’s overall
plans for the downtown redevelop-
ment area.

The Ling’s stated in the application
that if approved, they expect to begin
construction in August of 2006.

James Halloran for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
LOOKING FOR AN UPSET…Asm. Linda Stender (D-22) of Fanwood addresses
grass roots Democrats last weekend at a picnic in the Watchung Reservation. The
group hopes to develop momentum in hopes of upsetting incumbent GOP
Congressman Mike Ferguson of the 7th Congressional District in next year’s
election. See story on Page 2.

David B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SUMMERTIME LEISURE…Fans of the Scotch Plains Softball League play close attention last week during the playoffs.
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Ex-Wife Arraigned on Charges
Related to Stabbing of Lib. Dir.
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Times

FANWOOD —  Police continued
to interview witnesses this past week
on the stabbing of Fanwood Memo-
rial Library Director Dan Weiss by
his ex-wife, Rosemary Dunlap, on
August 1 in the library parking lot.

Dunlap was arraigned Friday be-
fore Judge Joan Robinson Gross at
the Union County jail in Elizabeth,
according to Executive Assistant
Prosecutor Robert O’Leary.

Judge Gross ordered a complete
psychological evaluation completed
on Dunlap before any consideration
is given on her release from jail.
Dunlap was also advised of the
charges against her- attempted mur-
der and possession of a knife with
intent to use it unlawfully.

State Superior Court Judge Scott
Moynihan was still holding Dunlap
on $150,000 bail as set on August 2,
Mr. O’Leary said.

Union County Prosecutor
Theodore Romankow assigned As-
sistant Prosecutor Maureen O’Brien
to represent the prosecutor’s office
in the case, Mr. O’Leary said.

Ms. O’Brien heads the
prosecutor’s office’s Special Of-
fenders Unit, a division that handles
cases involving mental health is-
sues and where the safety of the
public and the individual charged
are concerns.

Dunlap stabbed Mr. Weiss in the
neck after he left work on August 1
around 5 p.m., police said.

Fanwood Police Lieutenant Ri-
chard Trigo said Dunlap, wearing
gloves, hid in the back of Mr. Weiss’
car in the library parking lot, wait-
ing for ex-husband to arrive.

Lieutenant Trigo said Dunlap fled
the scene, while Mr. Weiss went back
into the library and called 911.

The Fanwood rescue squad rushed
Mr. Weiss to the University of Medi-
cine and Dentistry of New Jersey
(UMDNJ), the state’s trauma center.

Mr. O’Leary said Mr. Weiss un-

derwent a tracheotomy to try and
restore his voice box last week.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times has learned Mr. Weiss was
expected to be released by the hos-
pital by press time.

Westfield police stopped and de-
tained Dunlap near her Westfield

home, until Fanwood police arrived
to make the arrest.

Lieutenant Trigo said detectives
are continuing to interview wit-
nesses. Anyone with information
on the case is asked to call the
Fanwood police detective bureau at
(908) 322-5000.

Outpouring of Support Shown
For Library Director Weiss

By CHRISTIE STORMS
Specially Written for Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Local residents
have reacted with a great outpouring
of emotion and compassion for
Fanwood Memorial Library Direc-
tor, Dan Weiss, according to library

staff member, Sheldon Roskin.
He reported that Mr. Weiss, who

was allegedly stabbed in the neck
outside the library last week by his
ex-wife, Rosemary Dunlap of
Westfield, is recovering from surgery
and due to be released from the hos-

pital this week.
“We’ve received so many phone

calls, and virtually everyone who
comes into the library asks about
Dan,” Mr. Roskin reported. “Every-
one is just so shocked. One lady actu-
ally started crying in front of me.”

“Everywhere I go in town, people
want to know how he’s doing,” said
Susan Staub, the children’s librarian.
“The whole thing is just unimagin-
able.”

The staff is keeping a book where
patrons can express their thoughts to
Mr. Weiss, and it’s rapidly filling up
with entries running the gamut from
prayers to get well wishes to offers to
help in any way possible.

Some wrote that while Mr. Weiss
may not know or recognize them per-
sonally, they still felt compelled to
reach out to him. A Fanwood Rescue
Squad member wrote with admira-
tion about his braveness and the way
he remained calm on the night of the
alleged attack.

“It’s so hard to believe this could
happen here. This place is like the
friendly neighborhood bookshop. The
staff is like a little family,” said
Maureen Temeles of Scotch Plains,
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SP OKs Sign Ordinance;
Plans Mini-Golf Course

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Township Council on Tuesday
evening approved a new sign ordi-
nance that, according to Council-
woman Nancy Malool, will standard-
ize the size and placement of busi-
ness establishment signs, streamline
the application process and lessen the
need for many applications to be ap-
proved by the Zoning Board of Ad-
justment.

Calling the ordinance “40 years in
the making,” Mrs. Malool noted that
existing signs will be grandfathered
and not subject to the new regulations
until they are replaced.

The ordinance, which was crafted
with significant input from the Plan-

ning Board, applies to all types of
signs –  including billboards, façade
signs, free-standing signs and tempo-
rary signs – and sets out size param-
eters, limits the types of signs that
will be allowed and imposes some
restrictions on sign placement.

Mayor Martin Marks thanked Mrs.
Malool “for her hard work on this”
ordinance and also singled out Coun-
cilwoman Paulette Coronato and Zon-
ing Officer Robert LaCosta, both of
whom, along with Mrs. Malool, are
Planning Board members, for their
efforts.

In other business at its only regular
meeting of the month, the council
rejected an application for a special
use permit from Gameland, an
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