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Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
WISHES FOR QUICK RECOVERY…The Fanwood Library provides a get well
book for residents to sign in providing their best wishes for a speedy recovery to
library director Dan Weiss who is recovery from a knife wound that he suffered
last week during an attack from his ex-wife.

(UMDNJ), the state’s trauma center.
Mr. O’Leary said Mr. Weiss un-

derwent a tracheotomy to try and
restore his voice box last week.

The Westfield Leader has learned
Mr. Weiss was expected to be re-
leased by the hospital by press time.

Westfield police stopped and de-
tained Dunlap near her Westfield
home until Fanwood police arrived to
make the arrest.

Lieutenant Trigo said detectives are
continuing to interview witnesses.
Anyone with information on the case
is asked to call the Fanwood police
detective bureau at (908) 322-5000.
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Stabbing
By Ex.

Outpouring of Support Shown
For Library Director Weiss

By CHRISTIE STORMS
Specially Written for Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Local residents
have reacted with a great outpouring
of emotion and compassion for
Fanwood Memorial Library Direc-
tor, Dan Weiss, according to library
staff member, Sheldon Roskin.

He reported that Mr. Weiss, who
was allegedly stabbed in the neck
outside the library last week by his
ex-wife, Rosemary Dunlap of
Westfield, is recovering from surgery
and due to be released from the hos-
pital this week.

“We’ve received so many phone
calls, and virtually everyone who
comes into the library asks about
Dan,” Mr. Roskin reported. “Every-
one is just so shocked. One lady actu-
ally started crying in front of me.”

“Everywhere I go in town, people
want to know how he’s doing,” said
Susan Staub, the children’s librarian.
“The whole thing is just unimagin-
able.”

The staff is keeping a book where
patrons can express their thoughts to
Mr. Weiss, and it’s rapidly filling up

with entries running the gamut, from
prayers, to get well wishes, to offers
to help in any way possible.

Some wrote that while Mr. Weiss
may not know or recognize them per-
sonally, they still felt compelled to
reach out to him. A Fanwood Rescue
Squad member wrote with admira-
tion about his braveness and the way
he remained calm on the night of the
alleged attack.

“It’s so hard to believe this could
happen here. This place is like the
friendly neighborhood bookshop. The
staff is like a little family,” said
Maureen Temeles of Scotch Plains,
who has dealt with Mr. Weiss many
times during her frequent visits to the
library. “I just wish I had been there.
I feel like maybe I could have seen
something or done something. He’s
such a nice guy.”

Mr. Roskin has reportedly had dif-
ficulty sleeping since the incident.
He also remains puzzled by Ms.
Dunlap’s actions, stating that through-
out the years she has called the library
occasionally to speak to Mr. Weiss
and seemed quite cordial.

He spoke very fondly of Mr. Weiss
and his fiancée, Mary Olive “Mo”
Smith, who were supposed to be
married last Saturday but have re-
portedly postponed the wedding until
Thanksgiving weekend.

“Dan and Mo are just wonderful,
and they sing so beautifully together,”
said Mr. Roskin, recalling the couple’s
performances at the staff’s holiday
parties. “They’re solid people, so I
know they’ll be able to get through
this. I just really hope this won’t
affect his being able to sing.”

In Westfield, Ms. Dunlap’s neigh-
bors on Harding Street are simply
stunned by her alleged actions. Trish
Cheek, who lives nearby on the oppo-
site side of the street, was first alerted
of the incident when her husband
noticed several Westfield patrol cars
circling their block several times last
Monday, an unusual occurrence in
this quiet family neighborhood.

Ms. Cheek, who is employed by
the Westfield Board of Education,
was very surprised to find out why the
police cars were on her street. She
stated that while Ms. Dunlap and her
19-year-son had basically kept to
themselves, they had previously at-
tended the neighborhood’s block par-
ties and were always pleasant and
seemed very “normal.”

She remarked at how beautifully
Ms. Dunlap had redecorated her house
and maintained her meticulous land-
scaping, and how proud she had
seemed of her property.

“I just feel really bad for everyone
involved,” Ms. Cheek remarked. “I
feel bad for her ex-husband, I feel bad
for her son, and I feel bad for her.”

Neighbor Mike Venezia was also
taken aback to learn that someone
who allegedly committed a violent
crime lived on his street.

“I guess you never really know
your neighbors,” he commented.

And while other neighbors were
shocked as well, many contended that
they did not feel in any way alarmed,
because they believed this was most
likely an isolated domestic issue be-
tween Mr. Weiss and Ms. Dunlap.

Chris Cahill, manager of Irma’s
Hallmark in Fanwood located a few
blocks from where the alleged stab-
bing occurred, expressed her surprise
and sadness to learn of the incident
and wished Mr. Weiss well.

She is also friendly with Jan Silver,
who was reportedly in the library
when Mr. Weiss was wounded, and
said she wouldn’t have wanted to be
in her shoes.

“Stuff like this can really happen
anywhere,” Ms Cahill remarked. “You
just don’t want to hear that it hap-
pened close to where you live or
work.”

At press time, Ms. Smith reported
that Mr. Weiss has already gotten his
voice back and that it is predicted to
be “100 percent” soon. He was ex-
pected to return home by mid-week.

Fanwood Council Advances
Redevelopment Zone Project

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The Fanwood Bor-
ough Council, acting as the Down-
town Redevelopment Agency at their
Tuesday night meeting, approved the
second application for a downtown
redevelopment project.

Helen and Jeff Ling, who own En-
chantments on South Avenue, have
formed Enchantments Properties,
LLC, listed in South Orange, as the
development company submitting the
application. They are proposing to
renovate the building at 224 South
Avenue, which now houses Enchant-
ments and several vacant stores. The
building, which was ravaged by fire
in 2004, will be razed to make way for
a three-story, mixed-use commercial
and residential development on the
site.

The ground floor layout of the build-
ing will be approximately 6,000
square feet, with a building height of
35 feet, according to plans submitted
to the borough.

This lot is adjacent to the
Marcovecchio development, located
at 222 South Avenue, which was the
first application approved by the
Downtown Redevelopment Agency
in June. The two developments are
similar in square footage, style and
height.

Architect for the project, Rocco
Campanella of Architecture Plus in
Raritan, described the proposed build-
ing as a Gothic-Victorian style, mixed-
use development that meets all of the
design requirements of the Down-
town Redevelopment Plan and is con-
sistent with Fanwood’s Victorian de-
sign style.

The ground floor would house four
retail stores or offices, approximately
1,300 square feet each. Eight condo-
minium units would occupy the sec-
ond and third floors, with four condo-
miniums on each floor. The sizes of
these units will vary from 1,300 square
feet to 1,662 square feet. Each unit
will have two bedrooms, one-and-a-
half baths, a walk-in closet and a
laundry room. The developers ap-
proximate that they will sell for
$390,000.

The location and layout of the resi-
dential units is designed in conjunc-
tion with Fanwood’s transit village
designation being within walking dis-
tance of the train station, and appeal-
ing to business professionals, com-
muters and retirees, the developers
stated in their application. This will
add tax revenue without adding an
additional burden on the school sys-
tem, the application states.

The parking lot to the rear of the
building will hold 23 parking spaces
with two handicap spaces as man-
dated by ordinance.

The retail space is expected to rent
for approximately $20 per square foot
and will rent to small businesses or
retail stores. Enchantments will re-
occupy one of the four units.

Now that the application has been
approved by the borough council, it
will proceed to the planning board for
their review and recommendations.
The application will then be for-
warded back to the council, which
may incorporate the planning board’s
recommendations into the final ap-
proval of the application.

The Revised Downtown Redevel-
opment Plan, which was approved by
the borough in January, requires all
owners of buildings in a designated
area of the downtown to renovate or
redevelop their buildings within five
years of the first application, which
was approved in June of this year. The
RDRP has numerous design guide-
lines and requirements, which devel-
opers must meet in accordance with
Fanwood’s overall plans for the down-
town redevelopment area.

The Lings stated in the application
that if approved, they expect to begin
construction in August of 2006.

PGA DONATION...The PGA named the Union County Kids Recreation Trust
Fund as one of more than 50 non-profit organizations they are supporting during
the 87th PGA Championship being held August 8-14, 2005 at the famed Baltusrol
Golf Club in Springfield. Presenting a check for the $25,000 donation to the trust
fund is John Huneke (2nd from left) of Summit, the General Chairman of the
Championship. Union County Freeholders pictured with Mr. Hunke, from left to
right, are: Chester Homes, Rick Proctor and Al Mirabella.

Town Administrator James Gildea
expressed concern at Mr. Gitter’s rev-
elation, and Fourth Ward Council-
man Jim Foerst acknowledged the
complaint, saying that the council
would “look into it.”

Mr. Gitter cited a late July e-mail
between Mr. Burkett and Assistant
Engineer Kris McAloon of the
Westfield Engineering Department as
his source of information regarding
Mr. Burkett’s action. Mr. McAloon
had suggested the builder, Michael
Mahoney, should submit an amended
application for the tree cutting, as
such a request cannot be made di-
rectly by the future property owner.
However, Mr. Burkett reportedly
made the request to remove the trees
without any formal action haven been
taken to amend the building permit.

Mr. Gitter, who has lived at his
current address since 1978, noted the
beneficial presence the trees have had
in the past, providing a screen between
yards, shade and helping an already-
existing drainage problem.

“Several of the properties bordering
the Hyslip house have standing water
in the back yard after a heavy rain, and
as a result of the poor drainage,” Mr.
Gitter told The Westfield Leader, not-
ing that removal of the trees will only
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Tree Cutting on Hyslip Ave.
Raises Questions on Policy

Union County to Present
Special Recycling Event

SCOTCH PLAINS – Union County
will sponsor a recycling event on Sat-
urday, August 20, allowing county
residents to dispose of household spe-
cial waste, old automobile tires and
old ammunition and fireworks in an
environmentally appropriate manner.

The collection will take place from
8 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Union County
Vocational-Technical Schools, located
at 1776 Raritan Road in Scotch Plains.

All residents of Union County are
eligible to participate at no cost. This
event is for residents only; businesses
are not eligible to participate.

The Union County Division of Po-
lice will collect old ammunition and
fireworks at this special recycling
event. For more information about
the ammunition and fireworks col-
lection, please call the Union County
Division of Police at (908) 654-9805.

“This special household waste re-
cycling program is an opportunity for
Union County residents to properly
dispose of hazardous items that are
found around the home,” said Rick
Proctor, Chairman of the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders.

“The end result is safer homes and
a cleaner environment for our fami-
lies and our neighbors,” he added.

Pre-registration is not required for
this special Saturday collection. All
residents need to do is drive to the site
with their household special waste
and automobile tires, and follow the
blue and white signs for the John H.
Stamler Police Academy. Workers at
the site will unload the vehicles. There
is a limit of eight automobile tires

(without rims) per household.
“Household special waste” in-

cludes oil-based paint and varnish,
antifreeze, aerosol cans, pool chemi-
cals, corrosives, pesticides, herbi-
cides, solvents, thinners, fire extin-
guishers, motor oil and oil filters,
gasoline, batteries, thermostats, fluo-
rescent bulbs (unbroken) and mer-
cury switches.

Only materials in original or la-
beled containers will be accepted.

Latex (water-based) paint and
empty cans will not be accepted. They
should be disposed of by being placed
in with regular garbage. Leftover la-
tex paint can be air-dried or, to hasten
the drying process, cat litter and/or
newspaper can be added.

A complete list of the materials
that will be accepted on August 20 is
available at the Union County Bu-
reau of Environmental Services
website: www.ucnj.org/oem.

The household special waste col-
lection will be held rain or shine.
Proof of Union County residency will
be required. For more information,
please call the Union County Bureau
of Environmental Services Hotline at
(908) 654-9889.

exacerbate the problem.
The trunks and limbs of the felled

trees were removed on August 6, and
as of Monday, Mr. Gitter had not heard
of any progress by town officials in-
vestigating the order to cut the trees.

The trees at 717 Hyslip Avenue
were cut only days after major devel-
oper K. Hovnanian agreed to pay
Union County $25,000 and to replant
an area of Watchung Reservation it
cleared last year.

Drunk Driving
Crackdown Announced

SCOTCH PLAINS – Chief Mark
Zyla of the Scotch Plains Police De-
partment announced its plans to par-
ticipate in the You Drink and Drive,
You Lose Nationwide crackdown from
August 19 to September 5. This is the
second since all 50 states and the
District of Columbia enacted 0.08
Blood Alcohol Content (BAC) laws
for impaired driving. Additionally,
for the first time, the crackdown will
take place during Labor Day period
to target the end-of-summer impaired
driving problem.

Chief Zyla reminds everyone: Be
responsible and don’t risk it. You will
be caught, If you plan to drink, choose
a designated driver before going out,
report impaired drivers to law enforce-
ment and always buckle up – it’s your
best defense against an impaired driver.

For more information about the
crackdown or alcohol – related
crash statistics,  visit
www.stopimpaireddriving.org, or
contact the Scotch Plains Police
Department at (908)-322 7100.

Law Firm Hosts British
Intern, Edward Kemp
SCOTCH PLAINS – Jon  Bramnick

of Bramnick, Rodriguez, Mitterhoff,
Grabas & Woodruff LLC announced
that barrister Edward Kemp of London
is spending the summer as an intern.

Mr. Bramnick, former President of
the Richard Hughes Inn of Court, trav-
eled to London last year and met with
barristers from the Honorable Society
of the Inner Temple, one of the oldest
Inns of Court in England. The Inn re-
quested Bramnick to accept an intern.

Edward Kemp accepted a Sir Jo-
seph Priestly scholarship from the
Inner Temple to intern at Bramnick,
Rodriguez. He was an undergraduate
at King’s College London and The
Sorbonne in Paris, and received law
degrees from both jurisdictions. He
then studied for an LL.M at Univer-
sity College London and received that
degree with merit. He completed Bar
School in June and will be joining 12
King’s Bench Walk, one of the lead-
ing personal injury barristers’ cham-
bers in England and Wales, this fall.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
WORK TO BE DONE…Houlihan soccer field work shows much to be done by the
Westfield Recreation Commission to achieve the scheduled completion date in
September.

Westfield Turf Projects
Progress Toward Deadlines

By DON WILLIAMS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – As the summer
progresses, two athletic fields in town
are being steadily transformed into
synthetic turf fields. With the fall
sport season now less than a month
away, The Westfield Leader decided
to check on the progress of the fields
at Sid Fay and Houlihan Fields and
Kehler Stadium.

The Sid Fay/Houlihan project is
progressing, despite several early set-
backs, including the discovery of
saturated earth beneath a corner of
Houlihan Field and old organic mat-
ter dumped by the Department of
Public Works at the Sid Fay site.

The land has been leveled, gravel
has been spread and drainage de-
vices are being installed in anticipa-
tion of the arrival of the synthetic
playing surface. According to
Westfield Recreation Commission
Chairman Jim Marvin, the project is
on schedule for its September 4
completion date. Mr. Marvin, who is
also a vice president of the Westfield
Soccer Association (WSA), told The
Westfield Leader that if construction
is not complete in time for the fall

soccer season, the town and WSA
will work together to provide field
time for the children who participate
in Westfield Soccer.

Farther up Rahway Avenue, Kehler
Stadium, which hosts Westfield High
School’s football and track and field
programs, is in the final phases of its
facelift. The new synthetic turf sur-
face is already laid down and crews
are working to brush in the field’s
infill.

Last week, sand was spread over
the field and then brushed through
the pores of the playing surface to
provide extra cushioning. This layer
of sand will be covered in the second
layer of infill, made up of pieces of
cryogenic rubber. According to
Westfield Board of Education Sec-
retary and Business Administrator
Robert Berman, roughly ten pounds
of infill material per square foot is
placed on the field.

The project is visibly close to com-
plete as its August 26 deadline ap-
proaches. The final major improve-
ment to the complex is expected to
occur this week with the laying of
the rubber surface for the running
track around the field.

Governor Brings Public
Advocate Back to State

New Jersey again have the guarantee
of an independent champion of their
interests.

Governor Codey first proposed the
return of the Public Advocate as a part
of his State of the State Address ear-
lier this year. It was one of the many
reform initiatives created in his ef-
forts to restore public faith in New
Jersey government.

For more information on the Public
Advocate and other ethics reform ini-
tiatives, visit www.nj.gov/governor.

Reading is Good For You!

goleader.com

TRENTON — Acting Governor
Richard Codey recently signed the
legislation that will bring the office of
the Public Advocate back to New
Jersey.

For twenty years, the Public Advo-
cate served as an independent voice
for the people, representing the inter-
ests of the average citizen against all
others, including government itself.
It was eliminated by former Gover-
nor Whitman in 1994.

With this legislation, the people of

Sue Winans Announces
Retirement As Rec. Dir.

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — After 31
years serving Mountainside as the
recreation director, Sue Winans an-
nounced her resignation at the
borough’s agenda setting council
meeting held Tuesday evening.

Her retirement will officially begin
on Saturday, September 10. Frank
Masella, who has served as the
borough’s assistant recreation direc-
tor for the last seven years, was ap-
pointed as the recreation director as

of Monday, September 12.
Ms. Winans stated, “I have worked

with Frank for the last seven years
and I know he will do a great job for
the borough.”

She also stated that she still plans
to reside in Mountainside.

At last month’s meeting, it was
announced that Kevin Donnelly
would take the position of assistant
recreation director effective as of
Monday, August 15th.

In related business, both Ms.
Winans and Mr. Masella noted that
before the summer 2006 season re-
pairs would be needed for the
Mountainside Community Pool. Mr.
Masella stated that the 50-meter pool
needed to be resurfaced, lights needed
to be replaced, tile needed to be re-
placed and work needed to be done
on the deck. He also noted that the
pool planned to install a slide.

In other business, members of the
governing body discussed possibili-
ties for equipment that could be pur-
chased through the Union County’s
2005 Kids Recreation Trust Grant.

Councilman Keith Turner, who also
serves on the Recreation Commis-
sion, noted that the grant could only
be used for sports equipment and not
uniforms. He also discussed the pos-
sibility of asking for some money to
do repairs on the borough’s ball fields.

It was announced that two ordi-
nances would process through  a sec-
ond reading and public hearing at
next week’s council meeting.

The first ordinance would allow
the New Jersey Department of Trans-
portation (NJDOT) to make roadway
drainage improvements along Route
22 from New Providence Road to
Echo Lake Park.

In order to make the drainage im-
provements, the NJDOT requires a
694-square-foot easement along the
frontage of Route 22 to be used as a
drainage ditch. The NJDOT agreed
that $2,500 was a fair price to pay the
borough for the easement area.

Another ordinance amends salary
ranges for over 75 full and part-time
borough employees that were last
updated in 2003. The ordinance also
states that the salaries for the 2005
calendar year would be made retroac-
tive to January 1, 2005.

The next council meeting is sched-
uled for Tuesday, August 16 at 8 p.m.


