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OLD GLORY…Summit Avenue residents in Westfield display Old Glory during
a week where 22 U.S. Marines died in Iraq.

Mayor’s Saturday Hours
Prove Effective for Residents

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Mayor Andrew
Skibitsky has opened his office door
for the past few months on Saturday
mornings to give residents an oppor-
tunity to talk with the mayor one-on-
one in a venue much more personal
than town council meetings.

Since the first Saturday he has met
with approximately 10 residents each
morning.

“I’m not sure
if this has ever
been done be-
fore, but it seems
to make sense,”
Mayor Skibitsky
told The
W e s t f i e l d
Leader. “I think
if you want to be
effective you
have to commu-
nicate well.”

The mayor has
seen a steady
stream of indi-
viduals bringing
various issues
and concerns to
his attention as
well as those
residents who
just drop in to say
hello. Mayor
Skibitsky com-
mented that he
has heard some good ideas and
thoughts on how to make Westfield a
better town.

“Some issues are fixable immedi-
ately and some are not,” he said. He
noted that he has some ideas on how
the town can take advantage of resi-
dents’ suggestions.

Potholes, speeding, taxes and de-
velopment are a few issues that Mayor
Skibitsky has heard mentioned on
numerous occasions. While some
concerns are specific to the individual,
others affect the entire town such as
landscaping along the South Avenue
corridor, the traffic pattern on the
South Avenue circle and cleaning up
the parking lot behind Baron’s Drug
Store.

This past Saturday, resident Lillian
Louie met with Mayor Skibitsky to
voice her concern over the tennis
courts at Tamaques Park. She stated
that the nets were taken down weeks
ago and she was surprised that “noth-
ing had been done further.” The
Westfield High School girls’ tennis
team tryouts are slated for Monday,
August 22 on the courts and she was
looking for confirmation that the

courts would be ready or an alternate
plan was in place.

Mayor Skibitsky immediately
placed a phone call to Town Admin-
istrator Jim Gildea, who stated that
the courts were being repaired, not
resurfaced and would be completed
in the next two weeks.

“If the weather cooperates, it should
be done in two weeks,” Mayor
Skibitsky added. “Lights and courts,

that’s all we need from the town,”
Mrs. Louie said referring to the try-
outs.

Mrs. Louie also pointed out several
streets in town, such as North Chest-
nut and Boulevard that have danger-
ous potholes in desperate need of
repair.

“These pot holes are so dangerous
to everyone whether they are walk-
ing, cycling or driving,” she said. “I
was surprised the town didn’t take
advantage while the county had the
road (East Broad Street) closed to fix
some of the pot holes (on adjoining
streets that were also closed).”

“I will get in touch with the DPW
(Department of Public Works) right
away,” Mayor Skibitsky responded.
“Because even though North Chest-
nut will be repaved in the fall, the pot
holes need to be fixed now.”

Interim Executive Director of The
Westfield Symphony Orchestra Mark
McGurty and Conductor David Wroe
met with the mayor to discuss cor-
roboration between the not-for-profit
organization and the town.

“This jewel of a community hides a
cultural jewel,” Mr. Wroe said. “The

point being, we serve as an extraordi-
nary ambassador for the city of
Westfield.”

Mr. Wroe stated the Westfield Sym-
phony Orchestra would like the town
to participate in an in-kind contribu-
tion by donating the police presence
required when the orchestra performs
in town to help with traffic, parking
and the crossing of pedestrians at-
tending the performances. In the past,

the town has billed
the organization for
this service.

“Our policy is we
do charge — as an
exception it will
have to be run by our
finance committee,”
Mayor Skibitsky
said. “But once you
do for one — and
there are a lot of great
organizations in
town.”

“It would express
the town’s commit-
ment to our organi-
zation in a very vi-
sual way,” Mr. Wroe
stated. “We would
present you (Town
of Westfield) as a
partner. It would be
a visual representa-
tion of Westfield
throughout the
state.”

“We will get it on the (town coun-
cil) agenda,” Mayor Skibitsky con-
cluded.

Westfield Avenue resident Marian
Rogers brought her concerns over the
environmental hazard associated with
the dust being generated by the instal-
lation of the turf field at Kehler Sta-
dium to Mayor Skibitsky’s attention.

She stated that the screens in her
home were covered with dust as well
as the windowsills. She also stated
that she had called the police several
times due to the fact that trucks were
making deliveries to the site in the
middle of the night waking her and
her neighbors in the process.

Mrs. Rogers reported that she had
made numerous calls to the DPW as
well as Town Attorney Robert
Cockren in order to rectify the prob-
lem without result.

“If they don’t get their act together
I am going to bring a lawsuit. My
health is being affected,” she stated.

Carolyn Siess, a resident whose
property borders Sycamore Field, met
with the mayor to discuss the condi-
tion of the playground located adja-
cent to the soccer field. She stated
that the recently installed sprinkler
system does not go on and “dirt is
airborne.”

She also mentioned that the light-
ening detector at the field was not
working properly, stating that she
observed lightning prior to the signal
going off.

“I hope nobody gets hurt over
there,” she said.

She also voiced her frustration over
DPW employees who were sent to
trim bushes at Sycamore Field. She
stated that the six workers took all
afternoon to trim a few bushes and
left branches and clipping behind that
area residents cleaned up.

“I was busier than these guys,” she
said.

Mayor Skibitsky stated that while
on town council he chaired the Public
Works Committee.

“One thing I started was I recruited
three volunteers from Westfield in
various levels of expertise,” he said.
“This volunteer committee was
charged with working with DPW to
make recommendations to improve
efficiency and customer service.”

Mayor Skibitsky noted that the
DPW is pulled in different directions.

“There are always areas for im-
provement. Let’s find them and make
recommendations to improve them,”
Mayor Skibitsky concluded.

Mayor Skibitsky told The Leader
that if he were reelected on Tuesday,
November 8 he would continue to
have Saturday hours.

“People want to vent. They want to
be heard. Hopefully we can learn
from it and make improvements,” he
said.

Residents who have an issue they
would like to discuss with the mayor,
should make appointments by calling
Joan Therman at (908) 789-4041.

Appointments, held in the mayor’s
office located in the municipal build-
ing on East Broad Street, are made in
15-minute intervals every Saturday
from 8 to 11 a.m.

Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader
SATURDAY COFFEE WITH THE MAYOR...Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky,
right, meets with The Westfield Symphony Orchestra Conductor David Wroe,
left, and Interim Executive Director Mark McGurty during his Saturday morn-
ing hours to discuss a possible joint venture between the Not-For-Profit Organi-
zation and the town.

Union County Is in Full Swing
Over PGA Golf at Baltusrol

By LAURA A. DEBRIZZI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

REGION — The area of Union
County may be catching its first
glimpse of New York City conges-
tion, as Springfield’s Baltusrol Golf
Club hosts one of the season’s four
golf majors this week: The 87th PGA
Championship  Aug. 8 through 14.

While avid followers of the sport
wait in anticipation to see if defend-
ing champ, Vijayh Singh, can hold
onto the Wanamaker Trophy and stop
Tiger Woods mid-swing, local hotels
and restaurants prep for an influx of
pedestrians not seen in the area since
1994, when World Cup fever soared
at the Meadowlands in Rutherford.

Local golf enthusiasts are gladly
fighting the traffic and parking chal-
lenges to attend the championship.
Many are combining family and busi-
ness pleasures to enjoy the event.
Typical of those from the area, Tim
Smith of Scotch Plains is attending
with his dad, Jack Smith, of Westfield
along with his brother Michael and
business associates from Philadel-
phia.

“We estimate an attendance of
50,000 to 60,000 people a day (in and
around the area),” informs Spring-
field Police Sergeant Richard
Mickles.

Preparations have been underway,
in some instances, since as early as
two years ago, so that hotels, in par-
ticular, could reap the proper rewards
such a massive event brings.

“When our guests arrive, they will
also receive a ‘Welcome’ letter with
lists of restaurants and special attrac-
tions in our area, such as the mall at
Short Hills and Trap Rock Restaurant
and Brewery in Berkeley Heights, as
well as the hotel’s own Hunt Club
Grill restaurant – all carte blanch,”
said Michael Marino, assistant gen-
eral manager of the Grand Summit
Hotel in Summit, which is pulling out
all the stops for its sport-enthusiast
guests, many of whom include VIPs
of the PGA.

“And, of course, we will have cov-
erage of the PGA tour all throughout
our hotel on big screen televisions,”
he said.

Karen Baglieri, Director of Sales
and Catering at Springfield’s Holi-
day Inn, will follow a similar course
of action.

“We will be providing our guests
with many conveniences, including
continental breakfasts and shuttle ser-
vice,” she said.

In terms of business, what with
their many international guests -
“Some as far as Europe
and Asia,” relays Ms.
Baglieri – she expects to
see a 50 percent increase
in visitors.

While both lodgings
cited vacancies, once
mid-week hits, it will be
easier and cheaper for
travelers to snag an auto-
graph from pro Phil
Mickelson than a room.

“From Wednesday
through Sunday, we are
completely sold out,” confirmed Mr.
Marino.

One will find himself or herself in
a similar situation at the Holiday Inn,
where not one suite is available for
rent, and even a regular room, from
Friday on, will cost you as high as
$270 a night – up from $139 on the
average summer weekend.

Downtown Westfield will also be
in celebratory mode in honor of the
PGA’s visit. Sherry Cronin, Down-
town Westfield Corporate’s (DWC)
Executive Director, hoped residents
would take advantage of the fun be-
ing offered at “19 Holes of Westfield,”
offered Tuesday evening, as revelers
grooved to the tunes at the downtown
jazz festival. A 1950s Car Show and
Sock Hop was offered Wednesday
night at the North Side Train Station.
Tonight, Thursday, August 11, an all
day “Sales on the Green” sidewalk
sale will be held.

“There are 19 golf flags in buckets
with green mats spread out around
downtown to help promote the events
and give the retailers/restaurants op-
portunities to run promotions in their
establishments,” said Ms. Cronin.

Sonny Acquaviva, manager/owner,
of Westfield’s own Acquaviva dell
Fonti, predicted a boost in business
by around 20 percent.

“We will have the same menu, but
add some nice upscale specials as
well,” he elaborated. “Someone from
the PGA came into our restaurant a
while ago to prepare us for the pos-
sible crowds. We are ready for any-
thing; we have extra food and staff all

awaiting the arrivals of our out-of-
town guests.”

The Mojave Grill, located on North
Avenue, is equally prepared and hope-
ful of the potential business the PGA
could bring.

“We are very excited
that our area is going to
host such a wonderful
event and we know that
Westfield will be ready
to accommodate and
impress all of the specta-
tors,” noted Michael
Pease, Mojave Grill’s
General Manager.

“As always the restau-
rant will have daily din-
ner specials that are as-
sured to be excellent,” he

continued, with a laugh, “I can’t give
away any secrets. We wish all the
competitors good luck and hope they
bring their appetites (after the tourna-
ment).”

In nearby Cranford, the Office Beer
Bar & Grill will raffle off a Callaway
Golf bag to patrons tonight in addi-
tion to offering the special of $3 dol-
lar pints of Amstel Light and
Heineken.

No one may be able to predict
Sunday’s PGA winner, but all in the
area are in agreement that the hoopla
surrounding these pros is a definite
benefit.

“Westfield is not one of the host
towns, but we are hopeful that given
our close proximity to Springfield,
we will see increased traffic,” said
Ms. Cronin.

“I’ve never seen anything like this,
in terms of the abundance of people,
and I’m a Scotch Plains kid,” relayed
Mr. Marino. “It is quite a feat, espe-
cially with this being Tiger’s (Woods)
first time competing in New Jersey. It
will have a huge impact (here) all for
the better.”

Westfield Fire Chief Dan Kelly said,
“We have several fire fighters sta-
tioned at the PGA tournament for fire
safety. The Westfield Fire Depart-
ment in conjunction with Summit,
Union and Millburn have a joint mu-
tual aid agreement to help cover
Springfield during the Champion-
ship.” He added that planning for the
fire protection started a year ago with
the New Jersey state police office of
emergency management.

FATHER-SON: Jack
and Tim Smith team up
with tickets to the PGA.

Ex-Wife Arraigned on Charges
Related to Stabbing of Lib. Dir.
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

FANWOOD – Police continued
to interview witnesses this past
week on the stabbing of Fanwood
Memorial Library Director Dan
Weiss by his ex-wife, Rosemary
Dunlap, on August 1 in the library
parking lot.

Dunlap was arraigned Friday be-
fore Judge Joan Robinson Gross at
the Union County jail in Elizabeth,
according to Executive Assistant
Prosecutor Robert O’Leary.

Judge Gross ordered a complete
psychological evaluation completed
on Dunlap before any consideration
is given on her release from jail.

Dunlap was also advised of the
charges against her- attempted mur-
der and possession of a knife with
intent to use it unlawfully.

State Superior Court Judge Scott
Moynihan was still holding Dunlap
on $150,000 bail as set on August 2,
Mr. O’Leary said.

Union County Prosecutor
Theodore Romankow assigned As-
sistant Prosecutor Maureen
O’Brien to represent the
prosecutor’s office in the case, Mr.
O’Leary said.

Ms. O’Brien heads the
prosecutor’s office’s Special Of-
fenders Unit, a division that handles
cases involving mental health is-

sues and where the safety of the
public and the individual charged
are concerns.

Dunlap stabbed Mr. Weiss in the
neck after he left work on August 1
around 5 p.m., police said.

Fanwood Police Lieutenant Ri-
chard Trigo said Dunlap, wearing
gloves, hid in the back of Mr. Weiss’
car in the library parking lot, wait-
ing for ex-husband to arrive.

Lieutenant Trigo said Dunlap fled
the scene, while Mr. Weiss went
back into the library and called 911.

The Fanwood rescue squad rushed
Mr. Weiss to the University of Medi-
cine and Dentistry of New Jersey
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Removal of Trees
Raises Questions

By DON WILLIAMS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Last week,
Knollwood Terrace resident Martin
Gitter notified the town council of the
clear-cutting of mature shade trees in
the back yard of 717 Hyslip Avenue,
the site of a new single-family home
in the final stages of construction,
requesting that action be taken to
partially remedy the situation.

According to Mr. Gitter, Ronald
Burkett, who he identified as the chair-
man of the town’s tree preservation

commission, gave permission for the
trees to be removed at the request of
the future homeowner, contrary to
the site’s building permit, which as
approved by the planning board in
2003, and the commission’s Tree Pres-
ervation Plan, which was submitted
as part of the permit.

The permit called for the preservation
of the removed trees. Mr. Gitter also
mentioned a letter filed by the Town
Engineering office, which states that no
trees would be required to be cut down.
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DOWNTOWN HUMS...A perfect summer evening, good food and jazz entertainment in Westfield brings a large Tuesday
night crowd.


