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FUGETT, ‘COSS’,  MAHONEY, GARMAN, FAJARDO HAMMER HOME RUNS

Scotch Plains Finest vs Bravest Game Was
‘Home Run’ for McAuley School Charity

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

It’s been getting bigger and bigger
every year. Yes! The third annual Fin-
est vs. the Bravest Charity softball
game, dedicated to the memory of
Ken Garbowski, held in the presence
of a multitude of fans at Brookside
Park in Scotch Plains on July 30 was
a huge success and earned $18,000
for The McAuley School for Excep-
tional Children.

Prior to the Finest/Bravest show-
down, Matt “Luke” Fugett, the orga-
nizer of the event, said, “This year we

were able to raise $18,000 for the
McAuley School. We are happy to
have the Rahway High School ROTC
Drill Team and the food is provided
by Outback Steak House. We have
basically the same players, except we
got one new guy, Jason Fiore. He’s
supposed to be a big hitter. He came
from Jersey City Police Department
but now he is Scotch Plains. We should
be able to win handily again. We’re
going to try to jump on them quickly

and not let them stay around, kind of
beat them up quickly.”

Of lesser importance, but still for
bragging rights, the Finest (Scotch
Plains Policemen’s Benevolent As-
sociation (PBA) Local No. 87) did
defeat the Bravest (Scotch Plains
Volunteer Firefighters Association),
this time by a score of 30-15. Last
year, the nine-inning classic, which
raised $13,600 for Camp Fatima,
ended in a 29-14 victory for the Fin-

est, who also won the previous year’s
event, which raised nearly $7,000.

Before the game, Scotch Plains
Police Chief Mark Zyla, who was
expecting a closer contest, com-
mented, “I’m nursing an ankle injury,
so I may just play one inning at third
base. If the game gets close, I may
come back in.”

The Rahway High School ROTC
Color Guard and Drill Team opened

MEADE GOES 4-FOR-4, GUSSIS WHACKS TOWERING HR

Midway Wins Battle in Ninth,
Tops Montrose, 10-9, in Semis

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Midway had enough ammo left to
score a run in the bottom of the ninth
at LaGrande Park in Fanwood to
outlast highly improved Montrose,
10-9, in Game 2 of the best-of-three
semifinal series in the Fanwood Old
Men’s Softball Association on July
29. Montrose won the first semifinal
game, 9-5, on July 28.

The crafty pitching skills of Toni
Ciulio made the difference, accord-
ing to Midway catcher Tony

Colicchio. “Shutting down these guys
the way he did was absolutely great.
He’s been getting better every week
and he definitely was the player of the
game.”

The Middies served up 15 hits,
led by Paul Meade who went 4-for-
4, including a double. Brian Gussis
smacked a double and a towering
home run. Jerry Bianco poked two
singles and “Raider” Mat Blasi
jolted in two runs and a single. Drew
Koski went 3-for-3 and scored a
run. Dave Lissy doubled and Steve

Ditrilio contributed a single and a
double. Colicchio and Ciulio each
had an RBI.

Midway turned in a critical bases-
loaded putout in the fourth that pre-
vented more Montrose boys from
pouncing on the plate. In the fifth,
Blasi, who covered short, scooped,
wheeled and delivered on back-to-
back plays. Meade also turned in a
crucial double play in the eighth.

“The ball was hanging up there so
we were able to get underneath a lot
of them,” said Ciulio. “When we
played them yesterday, we were not
getting the breaks. We hit the ball

ST. MONGIOVE, ST. ROMAINE BATTER SOLO HOMERS

St. Mark Men Avoid Blemish,
Hold Back St. Anthony, 15-14

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Having experienced only one set-
back all season, the men of St. Mark,
with a 13-1 record, have been well
aware that every team in the St. Bart’s
Oldtimers Men’s Softball League will
be looking to topple them from their
lofty perch atop the Angels Division.

That nearly happened at Brookside

Park in Scotch Plains on July 28,
when the men from St. Anthony took
it to the limit, but fell just shy to the
Mark men, 15-14. St. Mark took ad-
vantage of three walks coupled with
three errors to tally seven runs in the
fifth inning, then erupted for six runs
in the seventh to squeak out the win.

St. Anthony out hit St. Mark 19-15,
but the Marks gained six walks while

yielding only two. Teen Nguyen and
Tony Perconte each went 4-for-5 with
two RBI and three runs scored for the
Tonys. Harry Semple had two singles
and four RBI while Jack Kennedy
had two singles, three RBI and a run
scored. John Chupko cracked two
singles and scored twice and Steve
Pirella had two singles, an RBI and a
run scored. Tom Mongiove mashed a
solo home run.

Marty Bernstein led the Mark men
with two singles, a double, three RBI
and a run scored. Glen Walz had three
singles and a run scored, Malcolm
Boone bashed a two-run double,
singled and scored twice, and Mark
Romaine blasted a solo home run,
singled and scored twice. Kevin
Woodring went 2-for-4 with two RBI
and a run scored.

The hitting may have been abun-
dant, but so were the fine defensive
plays. Tony second baseman Paul
Bifani made a fine catch in shallow
center, first baseman Nate Mangiris
smothered a chopper and Chupko
seized a liner on the mound while

ROSEANDER, DEFOUW SECURE INFIELD DEFENSE

Revolution Fitness Men Hand
Hand 2 Hand a 16-9, Setback

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Quick and accurate reactions from
the nervous systems of shortstop
Kevin Roseander and second baseman
Jon DeFouw provided fourth-seeded
Revolution Fitness all the defense it
needed to ward off fifth-seeded Hand
2 Hand, 16-9, in the A Division
quarterfinals of the Scotch Plains
Men’s Softball League playoffs at
Brookside Park in Scotch Plains on
July 26.

Performing magnificent feats in
seven of the nine innings, Roseander
made diving snags, smothered siz-
zling line drives, showed tremendous
range and made tough running grabs
in the shallows of the outfield.
DeFouw performed similar magic
from his second baseman’s position.
Revolution first baseman Mike
Kuchar also got into the act, snagging
two difficult foul pop-ups.

“We do it with good ‘D’. We are
sporadic hitters,” commented Kuchar

cautiously. “The last couple of games
we had no ‘D’.”

The hitting came in droves, how-
ever, as the Fitness men punched out
22 hits, including three doubles.
Kuchar rapped two singles and a
double, scored once and added three
RBI. Dave Herrmann hit two singles
and a double, scored twice and had an
RBI. Mike Manochio went 3-for-5
with a double, three runs scored and
two RBI. Greg Watson (3 runs scored)
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Sugar Maple Split Level
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Invite David in,

and he’ll bring results!

David Ackerman

Call For

More Information!

WESTFIELD . . . Updated Split Level on a tree lined street.  An entry

foyer with a parquet floor welcomes you to a 3 bedroom, 2 1/2 bath
home.  Updated eat-in kitchen w/GE Spectra range & microwave.

The spacious living room & large formal dining room glow w/

beautifully refinished hardwood floors.  The dining room features
sliding patio door opening onto a deck w/Weber BBQ.  The hickory

paneled family rm. has powder room and sliders to the patio.  The 2

full baths & powder room are new in 2005.  Updated CAC, windows
& HWH.  Fenced yard. $619,000 (052000474)

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
NOT ABOUT TO TAKE ANY PRISONERS…Finest/Bravest Charity Softball game organizer Matt “Luke” Fugett
connects with the ball and blasts a solo homer in the second inning against the Bravest. The charity event raised $18,000 for
the McAuley School.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CLOSE PLAY AT THIRD…St. Mark’s Malcolm Boone slips safely into third
past St. Anthony third baseman Jack Kennedy in the fifth inning.
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Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SLAPPING DOWN A SINGLE…Billy Swisher led the Montrose boys with three
singles and 4 RBI in the second semifinal game of the FOMSA playoffs. Midway
won the battle, 10-9, however Montrose won game one, 9-5, in the best of three.


