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With a mission to champion the quality of
life for all seniors, Sunrise is pleased to offer
Companion Living—where two residents share
a comfortable suite. The bond that develops
between roommates as they share recollections
and pursue activities together can contribute
to their well-being.

By encouraging seniors to build new relation-
ships, Companion Living can significantly
improve their outlook on life by easing the

transition to our community, relieving feelings
of isolation and depression, and building
confidence and self-worth.

And because Companion Living is more
affordable, more seniors can take advantage
of the quality care and service we offer at
Sunrise. It’s just one of the many choices we
offer our residents at Sunrise Assisted Living
of Westfield.

Sunrise Assisted Living of Westfield             908-317-3030             Assisted Living, Alzheimer’s Care

240 Springfield Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090 • www.sunriseseniorliving.com

Call Sunrise of
Westfield today

and ask about our
companion living
rates and options

Enjoy the Comforts of Friendship with
Companion Living at Sunrise of Westfield

JOIN THE SQUAD!!

Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad seeks volunteers
to train as EMTs and Dispatchers.

Call the recruiting committee at
(908) 233-2500 or

Stop by to pick up an application
335 Watterson St. • Westfield, NJ

Read More Online: www.WestfieldRescueSquad.org

EMTs: Weekday (9am–1pm & 1–5pm) slots perfect for parents of school age children

Dispatchers: 2 hrs/wk (daytime) and some weekend time required

Childcare reimbursement is available!

                     Sharon Burton announces the opening of ....

                        BURTON CARPET &

             UPHOLSTERY CLEANING
 Specializing in quality carpet and upholstery cleaning. BURTON CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING uses

the most modern state-of the-art equipment available. Sharon is licensed and certified by the 3M Company to offer

commercial SCOTCHGARD® treatment to carpet and upholstery. Sharon was graduated Magna Cum Laude from

Farley Dickinson University with a Masters Degree in teaching. She specialized in High School English. Sharon has

taught High School English at Lincoln High School, Jersey City, NJ as well as Elizabeth High School, Elizabeth,

NJ.When asked why she chose to go in to her own Carpet Restoration business, Sharon answered, “I have always

wanted to be my own boss. At this time of my life, I want independence and financial stability. I can offer the best

cleaning value rates in the area because I am independent and own my own business. I am not a franchise or part of a

large company. I AM THE COMPANY. I have committed to being different from my competition by offering the

community personal service where the job is not complete until the customer is totally satisfied. I also wanted a

business where I could interact with people. I am a people person.” BURTON CARPET & UPHOLSTERY

CLEANINGS’ goal is to treat their customers’ property like their own and customer satisfaction is their overall goal.

Sharon loves to see the smile on her customers face after she completes a carpet-cleaning job. Their satisfaction is her

satisfaction, and working in the community has brought her many new friends. . BURTON CARPET &

UPHOLSTERY CLEANING is offering several SUMMER upholstery and carpet cleaning SPECIALS. Give them

a call at (732) 634-0776 or Toll Free at (866) 299-3016 and they will make your carpets shine.

Paid Bulleton Board

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer
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Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

While many county residents are
trying to figure out how they are going
to afford a daytrip to the Jersey Shore
and maybe a fruity beverage at the Tiki
Bar in Point Pleasant, five Democratic
Union County Freeholders, including
two freeholders up for election in
November, Rick Proctor and Angel
Estrada, just returned from Honolulu,
Hawaii on a trip paid for by county
taxpayers. Union County Republican
Chairman Phil Morin called on the
freeholders to immediately disclose
the full costs of sending the seven
county officials, including the county
manager and freeholder clerk, to Ha-
waii and to reimburse the county out
of their own pockets.

“At a time when residents are strug-
gling to pay higher property taxes
due to the all-Democrat freeholder’s
$400 million budget, which hangs
like Greg Brady’s Tiki idol around

county taxpayers’ necks, the free-
holders should be setting a good ex-
ample by being fiscally responsible.
Instead, they were sipping Mai-Tais
by the pool.”

“I find this to be unconscionable,
especially when many good residents
of the county are struggling to make
ends meet,” continued Mr. Morin,
“some are working two and three jobs
just to hold on to their homes. Find-
ing the time and money to maybe
spend a few days vacationing at Bra-
dley Beach, let alone Hawaii, is only
a dream.”

“This is just another example of the
corrupt behavior, poor fiscal man-
agement and the arrogant ‘let them
eat poi’ attitude of the all-Democrat
freeholder board,” Mr. Morin said.
“by the way, eating poi is a lot like the
way the Democrats run the county, it
sounds great, but it tastes like paste.”

TRENTON - Legislation sponsored
by Senator Thomas Kean Jr., (R-21),
prohibiting state pension funds from
being invested in any foreign com-
pany with an equity tie to the govern-
ment of Sudan, has been signed into
law.  The new law, which takes effect
in August, makes New Jersey the first
state to divest from Sudan.

“New Jersey’s pension and annuity
funds must be held to a higher moral
standard,” Sen. Kean stated. “New
Jersey should not be investing in for-
eign companies that are profiting from
genocide and the suffering of inno-
cent women and children.”

An equity tie means manufactur-

21st District News

By Senator Thomas Kean, Jr., Westfield

Bill Banning Sudan
Investments Now Law

ing or mining plants, employees or
advisors, facilities or an investment,
fiduciary, monetary or physical pres-
ence of any kind. The new law does
not apply to foreign companies that
provide humanitarian aid to govern-
mental or non-governmental entities
in the Sudan.

The United Nations estimates that
180,000 have died in the eighteen
months since the conflict began and
that an additional 1.8 million people
have been displaced from their homes.

“We need to take every step possible
that will increase the pressure on the
Sudanese government to end this hu-
man tragedy,” Sen. Kean concluded.

Union County GOP News

Phil Morin, UCGOP Chairman

Union County Dems To
Taxpayers: ‘Let Them Eat Poi’

WASHINGTON – Last week, Con-
gress passed legislation on health in-
surance for small business workers,
for a trade agreement with Central
American countries (CAFTA), for
$286 billion national highway/mass
transit funding and for a national en-
ergy policy. Rep. Mike Ferguson, R-
NJ, supported the four bills.

H.R. 525, the Small Business Health
Fairness Act, was passed by a vote of
263 to 165. The legislation aims to
allow small businesses to band to-
gether to offer their employees the
health insurance that large companies
offer their workers, and extend health
coverage to millions of Americans who
currently lack it.

The House with a vote of 217 to 215
passed the Central American Free
Trade Agreement (CAFTA).

The trade bill will eliminate most
restrictions on approximately $32 bil-
lion in annual trade among the United
States and Costa Rica, the Dominican
Republic, El Salvador, Guatemala,
Honduras and Nicaragua.

The $286 billion national highway,
mass transit and road safety bill that
includes $712,000 for projects in Sum-
mit and Cranford won House approval
412-8. It includes federal funding for
highway construction, public trans-
portation and road safety programs
through 2009.

By a vote of 275 to 156, the House
approved a comprehensive national
energy policy bill that promotes en-
ergy conservation and efficiency to
ultimately stabilize energy prices.

The bills now move to the Senate for
consideration.

Mr. Ferguson said the insurance
measure would expand access to health
coverage for uninsured families across
the country by permitting small busi-
nesses to band together through Asso-
ciation Health Plans and purchase
health care for workers and their fami-
lies at a lower cost.

Association Health Plans are group
health plans whose sponsors are trade,
industry, professional, chambers of
commerce or similar business asso-
ciations. The bill would make it easier
for small businesses to buy insurance
for their workers by pooling their pur-
chasing power, lowering the cost of
insurance and making it more afford-
able for small businesses to offer cov-
erage to their workers.

By increasing their bargaining power
with health care providers, small busi-
nesses would benefit like large corpo-
rations and unions do because of their
larger economic scale.

The CAFTA trade bill is geared to
providing greater access to growing
global markets with hopes of translat-
ing into more and better-paying jobs
for New Jersey workers.

“New Jersey has been a leader for
much of the last decade in exports and
in creating and sustaining export-re-
lated jobs,” Rep. Ferguson said after
the vote. “More access to growing
global markets translates into lower
prices, more choices for consumers
and higher incomes for our workers.
In New Jersey, thousands of jobs are
tied to our state’s exports. To sustain
those jobs and create new ones, the
United States must gain more access
to international markets to sell our

7th Congressional District News

Representative Mike Ferguson

Congress Acts on Health Insurance,
Free Trade, Transportation& Energy

products.”
New Jersey was the nation’s 12th

largest exporting state in 2004 with
more than $19.2 billion in goods and
services exported to 212 international
markets, according to the U.S. Depart-
ment of Commerce.

New Jersey’s existing exports to
CAFTA nations totaled $207 million
in 2004, the 17th largest total among
the 50 states. New Jersey’s exports to
those nations grew from 2000 to 2004
by $13 million, a gain of 6 percent. In
2004, the Dominican Republic alone
received merchandise from New Jer-
sey totaling $65 million; Costa Rica
received $47 million, Honduras re-
ceived $40 million and Guatemala re-
ceived $35 million.

Officials at the Port Authority of
New York and New Jersey announced
in March that cargo at area docks
reached a record $114.5 billion in 2004.

Included in the highway funding
bill is $320,000 to replace a bridge
along Prospect Avenue in Summit and
$392,000 to install new traffic signals
at the intersections of Centennial Av-
enue at Lincoln Avenue and Walnut
Avenue at Lincoln Avenue in Cranford.

“Built in 1927, the bridge along
Prospect Avenue in Summit has car-
ried vehicles for generations, and now
it’s one step closer to being replaced to
relieve traffic congestion and improve
pedestrian safety,”  Rep. Ferguson said.
“The new traffic signals in Cranford
will ease and coordinate the flow of
traffic while also increasing safety for
both drivers and pedestrians.”

New Jersey is a so-called “donor
state” in that it sends more gas tax
money to Washington than it receives
in highway funding. Under current
law, each state receives a minimum
90.5 percent return; the new legisla-
tion will increase that to 92.5 cents.

On the national energy bill, Rep.
Ferguson said, “This important, com-
prehensive energy policy is designed
to reduce U.S. dependence on foreign
oil, increase investment in conserva-
tion and ultimately ease the burden on
rising gas prices.”

The energy policy includes more
than $8 billion in tax incentives to help
conserve energy and increase effi-
ciency. The legislation expands and
extends existing tax credits for clean,
renewable energy produced from wind,
geothermal, biomass, hydropower,
landfill gas and municipal waste.

Other tax incentives are targeted to
create energy-efficient commercial
buildings and homes; energy-efficient
appliances such as refrigerators, wash-
ing machines and dishwashers; and
hybrid, lean-burning diesel and alter-
native-fuel cars. Funding also is in-
cluded for the Department of Trans-
portation to improve vehicle fuel-effi-
ciency standards.

Under the measure, Daylight Saving
Time will be extended, beginning in 2007,
by four weeks to reduce energy con-
sumption by the equivalent of 100,000
barrels of oil for each day of the extension.

Studies indicate that the proposal
extending Daylight Savings Time from
the second Sunday in March to the
first Sunday in November will also
lower crime and traffic fatalities and
allow for more recreation time and
increased economic activity.

Passion For Wine Elevates
Town Resident To C.E.O.

By CHRISTIE STORMS
Specially Written for The Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – When Westfield
resident Chris Ryan graduated from
Manhattan College with a Bachelor’s
Degree in American Literature in 1978,
he originally planned to be a high
school teacher. But several years and
an MBA later, Mr. Ryan’s career path
has taken quite a different turn.

As of July 1, he is the new Chief
Executive Officer for Dreyfus, Ashby
& Co., a national importer and mar-
keter of fine wines and spirits.

Mr. Ryan credits his uncle, Frank
O’Shea, who worked for Southern
Comfort, for his first job interview in
the wine and spirits industry, where he
began his career as a sales trainee for
Bacardi Imports in 1978.

By 1983, Mr. Ryan was Bacardi’s
Divisional Manager of Metro New
York, had married and moved from his
hometown of Brooklyn, NY to
Westfield.

However, in order to continue rising
up in the company, he would need to
relocate to Miami, FL, which was a
move he did not want to make.

“I had moved
twice as a kid, and I
really didn’t want to
uproot my family,”
Mr. Ryan explained.
“Plus, I absolutely
love Westfield. Our
friends here share the
same kinds of goals,
and that’s to really
educate our kids and
do it in a nice, safe
environment.”

This decision led
Mr. Ryan to make a
lateral business move
to work for W.A. Tay-
lor for a few years,
followed by a posi-
tion directing sales
and marketing in
North America for
Cinzano.

“I chose to set up my office in Scotch
Plains,” Mr. Ryan remarked. “So I was
working 1.1 miles from my house, my
company car was a Mercedes and it
was just like a dream come true.”

However, the dream fizzled out two
and a half years later, when that com-
pany was sold and his job was dis-
solved.

Mr. Ryan then took a pay cut to
work as Brand Manager for Mount
Gay Rum at Remy Amerique, where
he later became Director of Market-
ing. However, he felt he was being
pulled toward working with the spirits
end of the company, whereas he was
much more passionate about working
with wines.

“There is so much more involved in
the process of making fine wines,” Mr.
Ryan explained. “If you need an extra
container of Bacardi, they just open up
a spicket and fill up the bottles. If you
need an extra 1,000 cases of a specific
wine, there might not even be 1,000
cases available to the world. You can’t
just turn the spicket on.”

In 1996, a friend recommended him
for an interview with Tim Enos, C.E.O.
of Dreyfus, Ashby at the time. He
hired Mr. Ryan as Executive Vice Presi-
dent of Sales and Marketing, and
they’ve spent the past nine years work-
ing side by side until, at age 67, Mr.
Enos decided to step down to spend

more time with his family.
“Frankly, he’s always treated me

like a son,” Mr. Ryan said. “He’s just
an extremely smart and wonderful,
wonderful guy.”

Dreyfus, Ashby was first established
in London in the 1920s. Founder
Michel Dreyfus transferred the com-
pany to New York City during World
War II, where it became well renowned
for importing superior wines. In the
1950s, it was bought by a major dis-
tiller and later evolved into a national
importer of wine and spirits.

The company is owned 90 percent
by Robert Drouhin in France, and 10
percent by Miguel Torres in Spain,
with wines from France, Italy, Portu-
gal, Spain, Switzerland, Hungary,
Chile, New Zealand, Japan and South
Africa.

Nationally, they market wines from
Washington and Oregon, including its
own pinot noir, Cloudline, launched in
2002.

Mr. Ryan stated, “We sell wines
primarily from family-owned busi-
nesses that have limited quantity po-
tential but that focus primarily on qual-

ity.”
He remains very

grateful for his expe-
riences with
Dreyfus, Ashby, cit-
ing his love of the
human scale of the
company, working
with such positive,
enthusiastic people
and the wealth of
knowledge that he’s
ascertained.

He believes
Americans are hun-
gry for wine knowl-
edge, and offered to
clarify the differ-
ences between fine
wines and the mass
marketed twist-off
cap variety.

“Many big brands treat wine like
chemistry by adding residual sugars
and literally throwing wood chips in
like tea bags,” he explained. “Whereas
the French use wood as a vessel for the
slow transfer of air to allow the wine to
mellow and perfect itself.”

Mr. Ryan continued, “They’ll actu-
ally go through the vineyards in August
before harvest, cut grapes and let them
fall to the ground and die so that the
grapes that remain will have more char-
acter, more intensity or flavor. So you
have fewer grapes and you’re making
less wine, so you have to charge more.”

As C.E.O., Mr. Ryan said he hopes
to grow the organization and expand
its portfolio to include wines from
areas as Germany and Argentina. He is
thrilled that Mr. Enos plans to stay on
as director and values his counseling.

Mr. Ryan continues to reside in
Westfield with his wife, Maryalice,
and two daughters, Alice and Kristen.

“I just love what I’m doing and
consider myself really, really fortu-
nate. You’ve got one ride in this life.
Don’t over think it. Live it. Enjoy it.
Just let it happen,” Mr. Ryan added
with a smile. “And have a glass of
wine.”

Chris Ryan


