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PERSONAL INJURY LAW

County Adopts Ordinance
To Build Detention Center

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH — The freeholders
adopted an ordinance Thursday night
to appropriate $30 million for con-
struction of a new juvenile detention
center to replace the county’s existing
one, located in Elizabeth since 1968.

The 80-bed facility will be located
at 1075 Edward Street in Linden. The
facility can hold 34 inmates under a
state imposed cap.

The freeholders previously autho-
rized an $8.9 million bond ordinance
to purchase the land and demolish
existing buildings on the site, for the
hiring of a construction manager, ar-
chitectural and engineering costs.

The 70,000-square-foot facility will
be completed by 2007. The detention
center, which will house male and
female inmates, will include a full-
service kitchen, medical, family, visi-
tation, and other programmatic areas
for residents and staff.

Union County Freeholder Angel
Estrada, who served as chairman at
Thursday’s meeting, was quoted in a
press release issued by the county’s
public information department say-
ing, “Our vote tonight has pushed the
completion of the new juvenile de-
tention center closer to reality.”

“The construction of the new facil-
ity has been a top priority of the
freeholder board,” he continued, not-
ing that the project would be com-
pleted, “in a timely fashion.”

Freeholder Estrada  noted that con-
structing the facility, as a one-level
structure, would keep operational costs
at the facility down. Groundbreaking
for the project will be in October.

In other business, the board ap-
proved the receipt of a $1 million
Green Acres grant from the New Jer-
sey Department of Environmental
Protection to create a new county
recreation area at the 12.8-acre
Esposito Park property, located on
Madison Hills Road in Clark.

The county purchased the land in
2003 through the Union County Open
Space, Recreation and Historic Preser-
vation Trust Fund for $5.45 million
from the Esposito family. The county
estimates that improvements will cost
$2 million with half of the money being
funded through the Green Acres grant.

The park will include a skateboard
area, a boundless playground for chil-
dren with and without disabilities,
softball field, soccer field, bandstand
for community events, picnic area,
walkway with fitness trails, wild-
flower garden and memorial to vic-
tims of the September 11 attacks.

On another matter, the board ap-
proved the final agreement necessary
for the purchase of the Union County
Arts Center in Rahway and two adja-
cent parking lots. The county appro-
priated $6.18 million for the purchase
and renovation of the facility in 2004.

The board approved a resolution to

authorize County Manager George
Devanney to enter into agreements
with the arts center and the City of
Rahway, which owns the parking lots.

The county is purchasing the arts
center for $1.3 million and the park-
ing lots for a dollar each. The pur-
chase is included in the bond ordi-
nance adopted last year, officials said.

The board introduced a $21.5 mil-
lion bond ordinance for purchases of
equipment, machinery, new vehicles,
furnishings, communication and sig-
nal systems. A public hearing and
adoption vote will be held on Thurs-
day, August 18 at the Union County
Administration building in Elizabeth.

The board also introduced a $3.5
million ordinance as part of the county
prosecutor’s office purchase of land
for another location. Sabastian D’Elia,
a county spokesman, said the exact
location of the office is not being
released at this time.

Another resolution was approved
for $74,000 for a contract with The
Louis Berger Group Inc. of Florham
Park for project management and
technical assistance for the rehabili-
tation and reactivation of the Staten
Island and Rahway Valley Railroad
lines. The additional funding in-
creases the contract total to $199,000.

Thursday’s meeting was the last
for Vincent Lehotsky of Rahway. Mr.
Lehotsky, who has been attending
meetings for 13 years, is moving to
South Carolina with his wife, Susan.

Freeholder Chester Holmes, in pre-
senting a proclamation to Mr.
Lehotsky, said, “You leave a legacy
behind for others to follow.” He de-
scribed Mr. Lehotsky as, “a person
who speaks his mind.”

Jerry Goldman of Elizabeth asked
the board to consider initiating dis-
counts at county operated golf courses
for weekday afternoon use as well as
discounts for senior citizens. He said
the discounts would make the county
“cash wise,” in that it would bring
more revenue into the county coffers
for such things as rental of golf carts
and pro shop purchases.

Elizabeth resident Tony Grace, a
member of the city’s chapter of the
American Legion, asked the county to
help fund the restoration of some 300
veteran foot stones which have sunk
into the ground at Mount Olive Cem-
etery in Elizabeth. He said the Legion
raised $46,000 for the project, which
he estimated at $50 a headstone.

In response, Freeholder Estrada said,
“We have found out that it is a broad
problem  that we have to address.” He
indicated the problem involves cem-
eteries throughout the county.

Brian Keane of Roselle Park ques-
tioned the board as to why freeholder
meetings are no longer available on
local cable access channels. He said a
Comcast representative told him that
the county has not sent tapes of the
meetings since June of 2004.

Freeholder Estrada said the county
discontinued the tapings due to the
poor  quality of the recordings.

JUVENILE DETENTION CENTER...The new 70,000 sq. ft. Union County
Juvenile Detention Center to be built in Linden is depicted in the above rendition.

DISCUSSING IMPORTANT ISSUES…Pictured from left to right: Byron Miller,
speaker, Veronique Cordier, International Club Chairman, and Dwight Leeper,
President of the Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary Club,  at a recent meeting that
discussed the importance of pure water.

Miller Tells FSP Rotary of
Deaths From Impure WaterKathleen Clayton Installed as

Two Hundred Club President

DOE Commissioner Librera
To Resign in September

SCOTCH PLAINS – Byron Miller of
the Westfield Rotary Club spoke to the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary Club on
Wednesday, July 27 at the Pantagis Re-
naissance restaurant in Scotch Plains.

Mr. Miller discussed the enumerable
deaths caused every year from impure
water. In Honduras alone, 50,000 chil-
dren under the age of 12 die each year
because of diseases caused by drinking
contaminated water.

Over the next two years, Rotarians will
improve the lives of over 15,000 indi-
viduals, most of them children, by pro-
viding the most basic need; potable water.
This project will provide each family
household a filter that will remove the
deadly bacteria from the water. The
$152,000 project is funded by local Ro-
tary Clubs. This is another way that the
Rotary tries to make the word a better
place.

TRENTON - Commissioner of Edu-
cation William Librera announced last
week that he would resign in Septem-
ber to accept a position in the Graduate
School of Education at Rutgers Uni-
versity.

The Commissioner’s last day in of-
fice will be Wednesday, September 7,
the date of the monthly meeting of the
State Board of Education.

“I always anticipated spending only
four years at DOE, and I expected to
submit my resignation in December or
January,” Dr. Librera said. “However,
my acceptance of this extraordinary
opportunity at Rutgers means that I
will have to begin that work in early
September.”

“It has been much more than an
honor and a privilege to serve as Com-
missioner of Education here in New
Jersey,” he continued. “The support
the department’s efforts receive from
the Governor, the Legislature, the State
Board and the entire education com-
munity has made us a national leader in
many areas, and I expect that support
will continue.”

The Commissioner explained that
the position at Rutgers GSE involves
the development of expanded and pro-
ductive partnerships between the uni-
versity and the public schools. He said
additional details on the project will be
announced by Rutgers in mid-Septem-
ber.

Dr. Librera, 59, was an associate
professor at New Jersey City Univer-
sity, and the president of an educa-
tional consulting firm when former

Governor James E. McGreevey nomi-
nated him as Education Commissioner.
He was confirmed by the state Senate
on January 24, 2002.

During his career in education, Dr.
Librera spent twenty years as a super-
intendent, five years as a principal, and
seven years as a middle school and
high school history teacher.

He holds a Bachelor of Science de-
gree and a Master of Arts degree from
the University of Vermont and a Mas-
ter of Education degree and a doctorate
in education from Rutgers University.

    SCOTCH PLAINS — The Two
Hundred Club of Union County an-
nounced the installation of Kathleen
Clayton, CPA as President for a two-
year term beginning July 1, 2005.

The Two Hundred Club of Union
County, founded in 1968 and located
in Scotch Plains, has donated more
than $1 million to police and fire
personnel through scholarships, and
assistance to the families of those
killed in the line of duty.

Kathleen has been a member of the
Two Hundred Club for more than 11

years. In that time she has served in
many capacities. Most notably she has
served as the Two Hundred Club Schol-
arship Chair, overseeing one of the larg-
est scholarship funds in Union County.

Kathleen is a principal at Salerno,
Gannon & Angelo, PC in Clark, a
firm specializing in accounting, audit
and tax consulting. Ms. Clayton holds
an MBA from Rider University and a
BBA from St. Bonaventure Univer-
sity. She is a member of the New
Jersey Society of CPA’s and was past
chair of their scholarship committee.

Wetscher Re-Appointed
To Council on Disabilities

By DAVID RIGGS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — On June 30, Act-
ing Governor Richard Codey submit-
ted nominations for state commis-
sions and councils to the Senate.

Among those nominated for reap-
pointment in the State Council on
Developmental Disabilities (CDD) is
Westfield resident Holly Wetscher.
Ms. Wetscher has been on the CDD
since 2001.

The CDD offers assistance to those
who are developmentally disabled and
their families. As well as offering
basic help, the council works one-on-
one with developmentally disabled

people to give them greater realiza-
tion of their capabilities in the com-
munity and business sector.

Members of the council are either
people with developmental disabili-
ties, their relatives or consumer rep-
resentatives. Ms. Wetscher is a con-
sumer representative.

She graduated from Kean College
in 1972 with a Bachelor of Arts De-
gree in Special Education and re-
ceived a Masters of Science Degree
in Education from Hofstra Univer-
sity on Long Island.

She began her career in Albertson,
New York with the Human Resources
Center as a research assistant. She
moved on to United Cerebral Palsy of
Queens as a rehabilitation counselor.

In 1994, Ms. Wetscher returned to
New Jersey to work with the develop-
mentally disabled. Prior to being ap-
pointed to the CDD, she worked as
the project coordinator for the Cere-
bral Palsy League in Cranford and
the Alliance for Disabled in Action in
Edison.

Ms. Wetscher is the Committee
Chair of the Women with Disabilities
Health Care and is a member of the
Union County Advisory Board on the
Disabled.

Toastmasters to Hold
Annual Family Night
WESTFIELD - The Westfield

Toastmasters will hold their annual
Family Night meeting on Thursday,
August 4, from 7 to 9 p.m., in the
cafeteria at Sunrise Assisted Living,
240 Springfield Avenue, Westfield.

The meeting will provide an op-
portunity for families to learn  about
public speaking. Snacks and bever-
ages will be served. For more infor-
mation, call (908) 709-9444.

Sheriff’s Task Force
Officers Arrest

‘Most Wanted’ Fugitive
COUNTY - Officers from the

Sheriff’s Office, working with the
NY/NJ Regional Fugitive Task
Force and assisting the Union
County Gang Task Force, arrested
Jamiel Valentine, 34, without inci-
dent on the sidewalk of the 300
block of East Front Street in
Plainfield early Tuesday evening.

Valentine, who was one of Union
County’s “Most Wanted” fugitives,
was wanted for failure to appear on
numerous charges including sexual
assault on a minor, unlawful posses-
sion of a handgun, assault, and nar-
cotics distribution. Valentine was
committed to the Union County Jail
on those charges, as well as $14,000
worth of municipal warrants.

Acting on a tip that Valentine
was hiding out in Plainfield,
Sheriff ’s Sergeants George
Marmarou and Darryl Warner,
along with Sheriff’s Officer Patrick
Grady and two federal marshals
located the fugitive casually walk-
ing down the street. They sur-
rounded him and quickly placed
him in handcuffs.

Valentine gave the officers an alias
and attempted to proclaim his inno-
cence. The officers then uncovered
the fugitive’s shoulder – on which
his first name was tattooed.

“Good job guys,” Valentine re-
sponded. “You got me.”

“With his history of firearms ar-
rests, Valentine had been consid-
ered a very dangerous fugitive,”
Union County Sheriff Ralph
Froehlich said. “I commend my
guys and every police officer in-
volved for their outstanding work
in bringing him to justice.”

The charges against Valentine
date back to March 18, 2004, for
obstruction of justice. Weapons and
drug charges date back to June 15,
2004 and the sexual assault charge
was levied on Oct. 18, 2004.

“As usual, Sheriff Froehlich’s of-
ficers have performed their duty
with skill and smarts. I congratu-
late them on a job well done,” said
Rick Proctor, Chairman of the
Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders.


