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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – The Third An-
nual Garden State Film Festival
screened Man, Where’s My Shoe?, a
short film produced by Westfield
native Deborah Lintz, this past week-
end.

The screening gives Ms. Lintz an
opportunity to return to New Jersey
and showcase a work that
combines her two passions
– filmmaking and commu-
nity service.

Her production company,
Film Outreach LA, made the
movie with help from resi-
dents at the Aviva Family and
Children’s Services group
home in Los Angeles.

The project is Film Out-
reach LA’s firs movie, and its
production allowed the
young women at Aviva to
learn about filmmaking as
well as to sharpen their lead-
ership abilities and creativity.

“The girls took their
jobs very seriously and
were very professional,”
Ms. Lintz told The
Westfield Leader and The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times. “They loved it.”

Ms. Lintz’s record of
helping others goes back to
her days as a member of the
Class of 1996 at Westfield
High School (WHS),
where she was active in the
Key Club. She also volun-
teered at the local American Red Cross
chapter and St. Clare’s, a summer camp
for orphans suffering from AIDS.

She later ventured to the University
of Pennsylvania (UP), where she made
a difference in the lives of at-risk
teenagers by implementing a theater
program at University City High
School in West Philadelphia. This
achievement earned Ms. Lintz a spe-
cial community service award at the
2000 UP commencement ceremony.

Following her college graduation,
she landed what she thought was her
dream job – assisting Hollywood
producer Wendy Finerman (who
won the Academy Award for Best
Picture producing Forrest Gump).
While she enjoyed working for Ms.

Finerman, her job lacked a key com-
ponent – public outreach.

“I didn’t have that much time to
do community service and I missed
it,” said Ms. Lintz.

She left her job and enrolled in
law school at the University of Cali-
fornia – Los Angeles (she is now an
attorney at Hughes, Hubbard &
Reed LLP). When classes began, so

did her work with foster children,
but this situation was the opposite
of the one she left behind.

“I loved working with those kids,
but I missed the creative aspect of
filmmaking,” Ms. Lintz said. “I
thought about what I really wanted
to do, and I felt it would be perfect
if I could both make films and men-
tor at-risk kids.”

Ms. Lintz joined a city advisory
board, and during a meeting, she
stood up and announced her goal.

“I said I wanted to start a job-
training program and fun activities
program all in one for these kids,”
she told The Leader/Times. Her
audience of other board members
included Los Angeles County De-
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — The April 9
Westfield Symphony Orchestra (WSO)
concert at the Union County Arts Cen-
ter (UCAC) in Rahway featured the
world premiere of Edison Invents, first
movements of piano concertos per-
formed by three talented NJMTA (New
Jersey Music Teachers Association)
competition winners, and a less fre-
quently played Beethoven symphony.

Music Director David Wroe con-
ducted the orchestra with his charac-
teristic energy and expertise.

Edison Invents, with music by Rob-
ert Cohen and libretto by Herschel
Garfein, was commissioned by the WSO
with a matching grant from the
Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation. Per-
formed with full costume and props, the
piece is essentially a one-man staged
drama with spoken monologue and sung
passages. Broadway baritone Ron
Bohmer captivated the audience with a
commanding portrayal of the inventor.

The libretto jumped around a bit, but
it generally tracked his life up until the
death of his wife at 29, when he was well
on his way to literally electrifying the
world. The dedication and drive to in-
vent was juxtaposed with moments of
regret as he promised to be home every
night yet failed to do so, ultimately re-
ceiving a telegram notifying him of his
wife’s death. The music was very acces-
sible, capturing the activity of techno-
logical progress with a mechanized sound
as well as the inventor’s more human side
with more tender and melodic passages.

The combination of superb acting,
storytelling, and musical mood paint-
ing provided the audience with an alto-
gether spellbinding experience. When
it ended after what seemed like a brief
30 minutes, the majority of the audi-
ence did not want the piece to end.

The second half of the program be-
gan with 11-year-old Christianna Bates’
technically flawless rendition of the first
movement from Mozart’s Piano Con-
cert No. 23 in A major, K. 488. Al-
though there seemed to be few musical
surprises in store from this youngster,
for someone this age to play with such
poise and precision was truly astound-
ing. The rhythmic and tonal evenness of
her scales and passage work were some-
thing to behold. The more nuanced
musicality will come with time.

Emiko Edwards, 13, almost seemed
to run out to the piano as Christianna
ended her final curtain call. The break-
neck speed of Mendelssohn’s virtuoso
piano writing, typified in the opening

movement of his Piano Concerto No.
1 in G minor, left little room for error
or reflection. Emiko attacked the piece
with the ferocity of a center striker in a
championship soccer match (she plays
on her town’s traveling U-13 team).

Emiko seemed supremely confident
during her performance, as she negoti-
ated the rapid scales, arpeggios, and
octaves with flawless accuracy and dy-
namism. My only reservation regard-
ing her rendition was that her sound,
especially in her left-hand octaves, could
be harsh at times. If her phrasing tended
to sound a bit predetermined, it was
difficult to ascertain in this extremely
rapid, melodramatic movement, which
almost flew by the listener.

Jinhee Kim, the grand dame of the
three at the advanced age of 18, dazzled
with her entrance in a glittering laven-
der and gold gown. What her rendition
of the first movement of Beethoven’s
Piano Concerto No. 3 in C minor lacked
in absolute technical accuracy was more
than compensated for by an engaging
and musically satisfying performance.

Jinhee’s playing seemed spontaneously
happening in the moment. She was in-
volved yet listening to herself, making
adjustments, balancing voices, and phras-
ing like she was singing. She made her
case by immersing herself in the music
while still drawing the audience into her
experience. But getting involved in the
performance afforded more risk, and the
occasional missed note or splattered chord
was inevitable. In the scheme of things,
her musicality and ability to communi-
cate completely eclipsed all other factors.

Although Jinhee was able to elicit a
big sound from the piano, she never
hammered it, but seemed to draw the
sound out of it organically, which gave
the music life.

I was pleased that Composer-in-Resi-
dence Robert Aldridge wrote exten-
sively in his program notes about
Beethoven’s underplayed Symphony
No. 4 in B flat major, which has always
been one of my personal favorites. As a
whole, it is unabashedly upbeat, but, in
addition to its ominous B flat minor
introduction in the first movement,
hints at the minor modality through-
out for harmonic ambiguity and spice.

In this piece as well as the rest of the
concert, the orchestra sounded espe-
cially good because of the Union
County Arts Center’s fine acoustics.
With absorbent material surrounding
the orchestra, a high ceiling, and ample
width for the ensemble, the pianissi-
mos in the hall were indeed hushed,
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – In this year’s mem-
ber show, “Art ’05,” presented by the
Westfield Art Association (WAA), some
artists daringly stretched their
skills beyond their creative com-
fort levels, others remained
buoyed by their signature styles
and a few needed improvements.

Overall, however, the 81st an-
nual exhibition proved that this
association boasts some of the
most accomplished oil, acrylic and
watercolor painters imaginable,
and has the capacity to make some
laudable forays into pastel, char-
coal, pencil and encaustic, while
offering a handful of noteworthy
photographs and sculptures.

In 2003, Mark Albertson was
awarded for his oil, “Benefit
Street,” but the artist’s entry this
year, the pensive oil entitled, “In
Or Out,” did not garner the rec-
ognition it deserved. His inter-
pretation of shadow, light and
various values made this painting
marvelously photorealistic and a plea-
sure to behold.

The magnolias depicted by water-
color wonder Jane Annis were on par

with the award-winning bevy of purple
irises painted by Vicki Bloye Gainsburg
in the award-winning “Iris Garden”
(watercolor).

One could spot artist Francesca

Azzara across the room in her abstract
encaustic, “Another White Dress,”
which featured a small self-portrait in
the canvas’s left-hand corner. Hope-
fully, more WAA members will experi-
ment with this new medium, which
the artist recently explained during a
WAA demonstration.

Ms. Azzara’s encaustic was not the
only new medium introduced at the
WAA exhibition. Tucked next to her
painting was David Richman’s mosaic,
“Coffee, Hunk of Bread and Apple,”
which kept the display fresh and
ground-breaking.

Artists like Brooke Gardiner, who
normally excels in glassblowing de-
sign, and Christine Parker, who sticks
to traditional florals and landscapes,
stretched beyond their normal bound-

aries. Mr. Gardiner explored colored
pencil in his “Wolf” portrait with fine
results, and Ms. Parker took a chance
with her abstract “Untitled” acrylic.
Using more vibrant primary colors in-

stead of her usual fluorescent pastels,
Grace MacDonald dazzled the eye with
her oil, “Reverence.”

Sona Berke should be applauded for
her demure depiction of a ballet dancer
in the pastel, “The Rehearsal,” which
was absolutely Degas-esque. John
Curch’s watercolor, “Mandolin Man”
should have received some type of
Honorable Mention for the piece’s con-
templative style and unique composi-
tion. The same holds true for Karen
Freudenberger’s snapshot of everyday
life in the oil, “Still Life with Strawber-
ries,” as well as Joan Polishook’s re-

freshing acrylic portrait of a painter in
“En Plein Air,” which were all unfortu-
nately overlooked by the judge.

Rounds of applause to Roseann
Chester-Yocaret for her charming pen-

cil drawing, “Ruby’s Daugh-
ter Circa 1955,” and Adrian
Giuliani’s pastel, “Jami
Swimming,” which dem-
onstrated a wonderful com-
mand of the medium.

Formidable portraits
were offered in Linda
Kolar’s oil, “Robert” and
Mary Paynter’s pastel,
“Thursday, A.M.” How-
ever, Maxwell Sang nearly
stole the show with his
photorealistic oil, “Lady In
Red,” which had an Audrey
Hepburn à la Breakfast at
Tiffany’s air about it.

Many hoorahs to Darsey
Hoelzer for her pastel still-
life, “Sunny Side Up,”
Elissa Merkl for her seri-
graph, “Celestial Season-

ing,” which exploded with contrasting
colors illustrating a flaming sky and a
cool earth below, and to Paula Pearl for
her pleasant homage to Buck’s County
in her watercolor.

Edward Spiro’s wonderfully whim-
sical “Owl” sculpture and Marcia
Sandmeyer Wilson’s commanding
“Ocean City, NJ 1917” also made “Art
‘05” a joy to behold. Jeanne Smith’s
pastel, “Leaving Childhood Behind”
richly deserved its WAA award, and
another pastel, “Lake at Sunset” by
Barbara Uhr was also laudable.
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John Less, “Girl With Teddy Bear,” oil,

$1,600.
S. Allyn Schaeffer, “Woods Edge,” oil,

$2,000.
Jeanne Smith, “Leaving Childhood Be-

hind,” pastel, $350.
Audrey Wreszin, “Orchid,” watercolor,

Not For Sale.
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Gladys Reimers, “The Tie That Binds,”
sculpture, $1,200.

Marcia Sandmeyer Wilson, “Ocean City,
NJ 1917,” oil, $850.

Maxwell Sang, “Lady In Red,” oil,
$1,500.

Barbara Wirkus, “Forgotten,” photo-
graph, $50.

ContemporarContemporarContemporarContemporarContemporary Ary Ary Ary Ary Art At At At At Awarwarwarwarwarddddd
Edmund Spiro, “Owl,” sculpture, $650.
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Rosalia Verdun, “La-Picolla Rosa (Little

Rose),” oil, $1,800.
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Burton Longenbach, “Sunlight and
Shadow,” watercolor, $1,200.
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Linda Kolar, “Robert,” oil, $600
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Rosalie Hettenbach, “Peonies,” oil,
$2,500.
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Paula Pearl, “Bucks County,” water-

color, Not For Sale.
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Jane Annis, “Magnolias,” watercolor,
Not For Sale.

Vicki Bloye Gainsburg, “Iris Garden,”
watercolor, $950.

Roseann Chester-Yocaret, “Ruby’s
Daughter Circa 1955,” pencil, Not For
Sale.

Maxine King, “Apogee,” ink and water-
color, $795.

Betty Stroppel, “Abandoned,” water-
color, $750.

Eileen Willoughby, “Harvey,” oil, Not
For Sale.
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The first Earth Day was celebrated
in the spring of 1970, after Senator
Gaylord Nelson, using a means of pro-
test made popular during the Vietnam
War, scheduled demonstrations in fa-
vor of the environment on college cam-
puses across the United
States.

Today, Earth Day is
an annual event cel-
ebrated each April 22 by
those concerned about
the environment. In ad-
dition to attending
scheduled events that
commemorate the day,
school children are en-
couraged to read about
the environment.

Dawn Publications, a
California-based pub-
lisher, specializes in
books for children that inspire a deeper
understanding and appreciation for all
life on Earth. Some of their recent
children’s book offerings
include “Forest Bright,
Forest Night” a flipbook
by Jennifer Ward. Open
it one way and read
about the animals of the
forest by day. Flip it over
and read about the for-
est animals by night. The
simple rhyming and
fully illustrated text
makes this book a per-
fect treat for children
ages 3 to 8.

Children ages 4 to 10
will enjoy meeting the
community of creatures that lives in a
soggy-boggy wetland in “Near One
Cattail: Turtles, Logs and Leaping
Frogs” by Anthony Fredericks.

“A theme of this book is to show how
a community works and functions ef-
fectively, even when everyone is differ-
ent,” stated Mr. Fredericks. The book
is illustrated by Jennifer DiRubbio, a
graduate of Pratt Institute.

Mr. Fredericks and Ms. DiRubbio
have also teamed up to produce “In
One Tidepool: Crabs, Snails and Salty
Tails” This book centers around the life
forms found in a tide pool, a habitat
found at the end of the ocean. The
Field Notes found in the back of “In
One Tidepool,” as well as in other
books by Mr. Fredericks, add immea-

surably to the educational value of these
books.

“Eliza and the Dragonfly” by Susie
Caldwell Rinehart is the story of a
dragonfly’s transformation from a
nymph to a flying creature, and of
Eliza’s observations as she watches it
happening. This book is targeted to

readers ages 4 to 10.
What grows in a

Coral Reef habitat?
“Over in the Ocean: In
a Coral Reef ” by
Marianne Berkes, based
on the song “Over in
the Meadow,” brings
both a counting as well
as a musical element to
the corral reef. The back
matter brings to life the
animals found in the
story.

Authors Helen and
Clive Dorman have col-

laborated to translate stories of natural
chimpanzee behavior in the wild into
picture book format. The Okomi Se-

ries with Jane Goodall
is a series of eight books
that present Jane
Goodall’s observations
in the wild in such a
way as to captivate very
young readers.

Wonderful creatures
of nature come alive
through the curious eyes
of a young girl in “All
Around Me, I See,” a
picture book by Laya
Steinberg. This book,
written for ages 3 to 8
combines the best of fic-

tion and nonfiction, and shows the joy
of discovering the beauty of nature.

John Denver’s love of dolphins, ex-
pressed in his lullaby, “Ancient Rhymes”
has taken on a new life in the picture
book, “Ancient Rhymes, A Dolphin
Lullaby,” the second book in Dawn
Publications’ John Denver & Kids Book
Series. The goal of these books is to
bring Mr. Denver’s environmental
themes to children.

“Sunshine on My Shoulders” was
the first book in the series, and soon to
come is “Take Me Home, Country
Roads.” “Ancient Rhymes, A Dolphin
Lullaby” is available in both paperback
and hardcover. The hardcover edition
includes a CD recording of Mr. Den-
ver singing the song.


