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Blue Devils Jolt
Lady Raiders, 10-1

Cranford Cougars Shut Out
Baseball Blue Devils, 5-0

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A strong pitching performance by
Jack McDonough backed by a three-
run eruption in the first inning and a
thunderous home run in the seventh
provided the Cranford High School
baseball boys a 5-0 shutout victory
over Westfield on April 7 in Westfield.
McDonough who delivered an excel-
lent fastball while mixing in several
curve balls held the Blue Devils to
two singles while walking three and
striking out seven.

“Their pitcher was sneaky fast, had
a very deceptive motion, was in the
strike zone and had enough pop to get
his fastball by on the inside,” pointed
out Blue Devil Head Coach Bob
Brewster. “We had one inning where
we had some people on, however we
just didn’t get the hit that we needed,
but that’s the game of baseball.”

The 2-1 Blue Devils received fine
pitching from junior Tom Rucciuti
who pitched six and two-third in-
nings and allowed seven hits while
walking six and fanning one. Re-
liever Jay Anderson finished with a
strikeout.

Major league defensive heroics
were performed in the fourth inning
when Cougar John Zambolla had vi-
sions of swiping third, however
Rucciuti fully aware of his antics
fired a strike to third baseman Bran-
don Cuba for the pickoff. Junior
catcher Mike Murray teamed up with
Mike Diaz at second and shortstop
Josh Gerckens for two pickoff plays.
Additionally, Diaz executed three
shoelace top snags and Gerckens con-
tributed with back-to-back putouts in
the sixth.

“This is our third game and we
haven’t had a game over two hours
which is absolutely amazing in high

school ball,” said Brewster. “Both
teams threw strikes, neither team
made an error, we made plays and
didn’t extend the innings. I thought
we played outstanding defense.”

In the top of the first, the 3-0 Cou-
gars took the initiative and scored
three runs. Leadoff hitter Jamar
Ingram powered a shot that swirled in
the wind, then landed for a double.
Chris Drechsel ripped an RBI single
followed by Greg Van Horn and
Zambolla who contributed with re-
spective RBI groundouts.

“Give Cranford credit for what they
did. They took advantage of that little
lapse where the ball dropped between
four guys,” said Brewster. “We had
talked about it. The wind was blow-
ing and everyone needed to be ready.
I think when the ball was up there
everyone thought, ‘oh, it’s going to
someone else’, but those things hap-
pen.”

Both teams managed only one hit
each in the fourth inning and Diaz
had one of those. The Blue Devils
pressured the Cougars in the bottom
of the sixth with two outs when

Murray drew a walk and Ricciuti
punched the first pitch to deep center.
McDonough however responded with
a strikeout.

“Ingram was the key to keep off the
bases for us since he can run so well,”
explained Murray. “Tom did a great
job. It’s just that we ran into a little
bad luck in the first inning. I thought
Tom really settled down after that and
did a good job hitting his spots and
corners. He kept the top of their lineup
off the bases. We just were not able to
push any runs across.”

In the seventh, the Cougars pushed
two runners across the plate when
Andy Ciencin lofted a long single
and Ingram stepped to the plate and
rocked a bomb over the right field
fence.

After the game, Ricciuti said, “I
really did not have very good control
with my cutter and my curve ball
today, so I worked the fastball mostly
and hit spots. I mixed in a couple of
cutters and curves here and there to
keep them off balance.”
Cranford 300 000 2 5
Westfield 000 000 0 0

WESTFIELD                  $787,000

Located in desired Wilson School District, this classic 9 room Colonial, near town center, tennis club,
park, library and NYC transportation, features a first floor bedroom with full bath & three more bedrooms
with full bath on the 2nd floor.  Additional rooms include powder room, entrance foyer, eat-in kitchen,
formal dining room, living room w/stone faced fireplace and den.  A large basement w/laundry area,
workroom, commode & storage.  Fenced yard & patio complete this lovely home.  (052000083)

WESTFIELD                                                                                                    $525,000
Well maintained, 7 room, 3 bedroom, two and a half bathroom Side Hall Colonial on beautfiul, quiet cul-de-
sac.  Move in condition.  Home is situated next to wooded area and features eat-in kitchen with cherry
cabinets, three season room, deck, finished basement w/dry bar and three zone natural gas heated hot-water
baseboard heating on all floors.  Both dining & living rooms have new oak laminate floors.  Recently painted
interior and exterior.  Generous storage and closet space.  One car attached garage.  Close to schools and
NYC train.  DIR: Central Ave. to Clifton rt onto Dunham #947 (052000013)

WESTFIELD                    $649,000

Colonial Tudor with varied roof lines and stucco facade, lend storybook elegance to this beautiful home.
Highlights of this home include an open floor plan - a living room with fireplace, banquet size formal
dining room, gourmet eat-in kitchen, large great room, sun room, 4 bedrooms, 2 full baths plus a
finished recreation room.  All this plus a 2 car garage with an attic for possible office/studio.  Conve-
niently located to schools, town & NYC transportation.  DIR: Dorian to Stoneleigh Park #13 (052000128)

WESTFIELD                                 $384,900
This lovely home features three bedrooms and 1 1/2 baths.  Country kitchen includes beautiful wood
cabinetry, tile flooring & a vestibule with a breakfast bar and built-in wine rack.  The finished basement
provides additional space for entertaining.  Original wood molding throughout, parquet floors and a
decorative mantle in dining room.  The fully fenced yard has a patio and a shed.  Situated near shopping,
trains & schools, this is a must see.  (052009988)

Charming ColonialOpen House: Sun. 4/17  1-5 PM

Classic ColonialOpen House: Sun. 4/17  1-5 PM

Westfield Places Second
At Devil Golf Invitational
The No. 6 ranked Westfield High

School golf team placed second with
a 328 total (six players) in the 12-hole
Blue Devil Invitational at Echo Lake
Country Club in Westfield on April
11. Bergen Catholic, ranked No. 2,
took top honors with a team total of
315 and No. 12 St. Augustine placed
third with a 330 total.

Junior David Chung of Governor
Livingston shot a one-over-par 49,
sinking a 15-foot birdie putt on the
final hole, to win the individual title.
Five players finished in regulation
with scores of 50, which forced a
sudden-death playoff. John Olsen of

Bergen Catholic earned second on
the playoff’s first hole and Blue Devil
junior Jimmy Arbes finished third
followed by Bergen Catholic’s Mark
Costanza, Blue Devil Ryan Shallcross
and Bergen Catholic’s Brian Pannell.

Blue Devil Nick Petrarca finished
in a tie for eighth with a 52. Jack
Davis of Scotch Plains-Fanwood fin-
ished in a tie for 19th with a 56. Blue
Devils Garrett Cockren and Nick
Tropeano turned in scores of 58.

TEAM RESULTS:
1. Bergen Catholic 315, 2. Westfield

328, St. Augustine 330, 4. Moorestown
337, 5. Mainland, St. Joseph (Montvale)
344, 7. Ridge 350, 8. Oratory 353

In the fifth, Flannery crushed a
double to center, advanced to third
and scored on a throwing error. The
Blue Devils added the final run in the
sixth when Olsen singled, robbed sec-
ond, advanced to third and crossed
the plate on Jess Muskowitz’s bloop
single.

“I don’t know what happened to-
day,” said Raider Head Coach Kelly
Covert. “We’re an aggressive team
and we’re right on every ball that
does come out; however, we needed
to focus today and we did not.
Westfield jumped on us early and
capitalized on errors that were made.”

As far as the lack of Raider fire-
power, Covert added, “We waited until
crunch time before we decided to
swing. They saw the stretch on the
scoreboard and thought that they
could get runs all at once, whereby
you can do it only one at a time.”
Westfield 201 511 0 10
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 010 000 0 1

Blue Devil Boys Track
First 3 Meet Results:

HUSKIE RELAYS:
At Matawan, Blue Devils Rob

Broadbent (3:19.4), Jake Brandman
(54.3), John Gagliano (2:08.3) and
Jeff Perrella (4:28.3) placed first in the
distance medley with a time of 10:50.3.
Jay Hoban (2:12.5), Broadbent
(2:04.3), Eric Williams (2:11.4) and
Perrella (2:03.8) placed third in the
4x800 with a time of 8:32.4.

Mike Woods (11’6”) and Mike
Porch finished fourth in the pole vault
at 19’6”. Tyler MacCubbin (5’10”)
and Rich Scialabba (5’6”) took fourth
in the high jump. Brian Burdulia
(12.6), Brandman (11.5), Connor
Davis (12.2) and Scialabba (12.0)
took fifth in the 4x100 at 48.3. Jeff
Pazdro (145’2”) and Eric Courtney
placed sixth in the javelin at 226’8”.
KEARNY RELAYS:

Hoban (2:13.6), Brandman (53.6),
Ameer Rogers (3:33.6) and Perrella
(4:37.7) finished second in the dis-
tance medley at 11:18.9. Gagliano
(2:10.2), Hoban (2:09.7), Rogers
(2:07.6) and Perrella (2:04.4) took
second in the 4x800 at 8:33.1.
Scialabba (17’7”) and MacCubbin
(15’11”) placed fourth in the long

jump at 33’6”. MacCubbin (64.2),
Alex Kao (68.5) and Scialabba (73.5)
took sixth in the 3x400 hurdles at
3:26.2. Mike Henry (2:13.4), Evan
Friedman (2:14.3), Alex
Forstenhausler (2:19.4) and Alex
Tarlow (2:13.4) took first in the fresh-
man 4x800.
WF. 85, CRANFORD 54:

MacCubbin (18’), Scialabba
(17’8.5”) and Mike Mathews
(13’11.5”) swept the long jump. Pat
Rizk (91’4”), Kyle Gibbons (88’6”)
and Pazdro (83’6”) swept the discus.
Pazdro (151’2”), Matt Ciarrocca
(79’3”) and Bryan Levine (79’2”)
swept the javelin. Scialabba (35’1”)
and Kao (34’2”) took 1-2 in the triple
jump. MacCubbin (5’6”) and
Scialabba (5’2”) took 2-3 in the high
jump.

MacCubbin (62.2) and Kao (64.2)
took 1-2 in the 400 hurdles. Brandman
(12.0) and Burdulia (12.1) took 1-2 in
the 100 meters. Perrella crossed first
in the 800 at 2:02.8. Broadbent (53.0)
and Brandman (53.8) took 1-3 in the
400. Brandman (24.4) took second in
the 200 and Raymond Chen placed
third in the 3,200.

Local High School
Varsity Golf Results:

APRIL 6:
Scotch Plains-Fanwood 145, St.
Benedict’s Prep 190

(Scotch Hills, par 33)
SPF: Jack Davis, Mike Sprung

and Clayton Balsch 36; Brian
Halpin 37

St. Benedict’s: Matt Casey 39,
Neal Ross 46, Chris Hodge 52,
Larry Garrahty 53

Baseball Devils Topple
Montclair Boys, 4-2

The Westfield High School base-
ball team toppled Montclair, 4-2, in
the first round of the Carl Ricco Tour-
nament in Watchung on April 9. Mike
Diaz ripped an RBI single in the fourth
and another in the seventh while Tom
Ricciuti added an RBI single for the
Blue Devils.

Junior lefthander Craig Ellis
pitched a two-hitter, fanned 10 and
walked six. Ryan Monday had both
hits for the 3-1 Mounties.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SLIDING SAFELY HOME…Blue Devil Kristina Fietkiewicz slides safely home
in the first inning to complete a two-run homer as Raider catcher Lauren Mains
goes for the ball.

John Scholz for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TOUGH LOCAL GOLFERS…Blue Devil Jimmy Arbes, left, practices his putting prior to the Blue Devil Invitational. Arbes
was one of five golfers who finished in a five-way tie for second with a score of 50 for 12 holes, causing a sudden-death playoff.
After the playoff, Arbes finished third. Raider Jack Davis, right, practices his swing at Scotch Hills.


